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Introduction
This is preliminary research into the idea that women are
associated more with nature within society. The medium of
television and movies were chosen to try to view this
association because they are typically dramatic versions of
the culture they come from. Media forms like television and
movies often also have an influence on the culture that they
are received into.

Results

Methods
Our hypothesis is that media that passes the Bechdel test
has a lower likelihood of associating women and nature.

Preliminary testing suggests that there may not be a
correlation between passing the Bechdel test and being
environmentally aware/relation of women to the
environment.

Before research was gathered, the primary researchers
created a questionnaire based upon what they wanted to
see studied by data gatherers in the media that was being
examined. For examples of this, look at the below picture.
The researchers also employed the use of the Bechdel
test in order to gauge if the media employs the
perspectives of women within.
Research was gathered by researchers and other persons
following a specific set of instructions that outlined each
question. An example of the questionnaire can be seen
below.

Background
Ecofeminists espouse an ideology that explicitly links
women/femininity and nature, either through a
biological or social construction. While this is an
interesting idea that is mostly new in the fact that it
includes the connection may be socially constructed,
this is not remotely a new concept in its totality. The
idea that femininity is linked somehow to nature is in
our culture, in old and new media, and studying this
and applying theory like ecofeminist theory to this is
extremely important because of the different cultural
implications of this association. As previously stated,
ecofeminists espouse a “close connection between
women and nature based on a shared history of
oppression by patriarchal institutions and dominant
Western culture” (Rocheleau, Thomas-Slayter &
Wangari 2016:34-35). This shows that even if there
was a biological association between women and
nature, it is also steeped in the cultural history of the
subjugation of femininity and nature both. While this
could be interesting to examine in the real world, it is
not as neat to examine as it would be using media,
especially since media mirrors reality. A large-scale
study of different forms of media should be done to
examine this fully, as well as the development of
metrics to measure femininity and associations to
nature. A study should include different genres of
media that fit into different categories, and ideally
should include as many different genres of media as
possible. Doing this sort of study would allow for a
greater range of reality-mirroring media to be examined
for this same sort of thing, and would allow a greater
pool of data to ultimately be examined with an
ecofeminist lens.
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Conclusions

Preliminary Results
The results show that there is seemingly no correlation to
passing the Bechdel test and scoring high on the O
Environmental test. The two pieces of media studied that did
not pass the Bechdel test scored high on the O test, and those
that fully passed the Bechdel test were not necessarily
environmentally friendly.
However, more research needs to be done into this project,
particularly with media that either does not pass the Bechdel
test or scores between a one and a two on it.
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With 1 coding for films and 2
coding for television, these are
the results of each test. The O
test is out of 18.

There are limitations to this study, first and foremost being
the time that was able to be dedicated only being one
semester. More time will be needed to gather further data on
the topic in order to fully state if there is a relation between
media that is better to women and more ecofriendly. The
data still needs to be examined by researchers more in
depth, by reviewing the media firsthand and cleaning the
gathered data. Also, media that fails the Bechdel test needs
to be examined to see how it fits into the research, as most
media studied passes the Bechdel test. Another test may
need to be looked into in order to study this, as the Bechdel
test is good for getting preliminary data like this, but
something more robust could be better for future data
collection.
The eventual goal is to expand the project, not only in how
much data is gathered, but into looking at other forms of
media to see if this test can be applied, specifically video
games and books, but potentially attempting to test any type
of fictional media.
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