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APPENDIX D

GLOSSARY OF MILITARY TERMS?®#®

Combatant Command — A unified or specified command with a broad
continuing mission under a single commander established and so designated by
the President, through the Secretary of Defense and with the advice and
assistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Also called CCMD.

J-2 — Within a combatant command and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Joint Staff, the staff sections are assigned “J-codes” to designate their functional
staff specialty. The J-2 staff section is responsible for intelligence.

J-3 — Within a combatant command and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Joint Staff, the staff sections are assigned “J-codes” to designate their functional
staff specialty. The J-3 staff section is responsible for operations and short range
or crisis planning.

J-5 — Within a combatant command and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Joint Staff, the staff sections are assigned “J-codes” to designate their functional
staff specialty. The J-5 staff section is responsible for long range or deliberate

planning.

349 US Department of Defense, DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms
(Washington, D.C.: The Joint Staff, March 2017), accessed April 1, 2017 at
http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/new_pubs/dictionary.pdf
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Special Forces — United States Army forces organized, trained, and equipped
to conduct special operations with an emphasis on unconventional warfare
capabilities. Also called SF.

Special Operations — Operations requiring unique modes of employment,
tactical techniques, equipment and training often conducted in hostile, denied, or
politically sensitive environments and characterized by one or more of the
following: time sensitive, clandestine, low visibility, conducted with and/or through
indigenous forces, requiring regional expertise, and/or a high degree of risk.
Special Operations Forces — Those Active and Reserve Component forces of
the Services designated by the Secretary of Defense and specifically organized,
trained, and equipped to conduct and support special operations. Also called
SOF.

Terrorism — The unlawful use of violence or threat of violence, often motivated
by religious, political, or other ideological beliefs, to instill fear and coerce
governments or societies in pursuit of goals that are usually political.

Theater Special Operations Command — A subordinate unified command
established by a combatant commander to plan, coordinate, conduct, and
support joint special operations. Also called TSOC.

Unconventional Warfare — Activities conducted to enable a resistance
movement or insurgency to coerce, disrupt, or overthrow a government or
occupying power by operating through or with an underground, auxiliary, and

guerrilla force in a denied area. Also called UW.
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Unified Command Plan — The document, approved by the President, that sets
forth basic guidance to all unified combatant commanders; establishes their
missions, responsibilities, and force structure; delineates the general
geographical area of responsibility for geographic combatant commanders; and
specifies functional responsibilities for functional combatant commanders. Also

called UCP. See also combatant command; combatant commander.
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