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Risks or Discomfort 

This research is considered to be minimal risk.  That means that the risks associated with 

this study are the same as what you face every day.  There are no known additional risks 

to those who take part in this study. 

Compensation 

You will receive no payment or other compensation for taking part in this study. 

Cost 

There will be no additional costs to you as a result of being in this study.   

Privacy and Confidentiality 

We will keep your study records private and confidential.  Certain people may need to 

see your study records.  By law, anyone who looks at your records must keep them 

completely confidential.  The only people who will be allowed to see these records are: 

• The research team, including the Principal Investigator, study coordinator, 

research nurses, and all other research staff.   

• Certain government and university people who need to know more about the 

study.  For example, individuals who provide oversight on this study may need to 

look at your records. This is done to make sure that we are doing the study in the 

right way.  They also need to make sure that we are protecting your rights and 

your safety.   

• Any agency of the federal, state, or local government that regulates this research.  

This includes the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the 

Office for Human Research Protection (OHRP).  
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• The USF Institutional Review Board (IRB) and its related staff who have 

oversight responsibilities for this study, staff in the USF Office of Research and 

Innovation, USF Division of Research Integrity and Compliance, and other USF 

offices who oversee this research. 

We may publish what we learn from this study.  If we do, we will not include your name.  

We will not publish anything that would let people know who you are.   

Voluntary Participation /Withdrawal 

You should only take part in this study if you want to volunteer.  You should not feel that 

there is any pressure to take part in the study.  You are free to participate in this research 

or withdraw at any time.  There will be no penalty or loss of benefits you are entitled to 

receive if you stop taking part in this study.   

You can get the answers to your questions, concerns, or complaints  

If you have any questions, concerns or complaints about this study, or experience an 

adverse event or unanticipated problem, call Oksana Vorobel at 813-481-1477. 

If you have questions about your rights as a participant in this study, general questions, or 

have complaints, concerns or issues you want to discuss with someone outside the 

research, call the USF IRB at (813) 974-5638.  
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Consent to Take Part in this Research Study  

 

It is up to you to decide whether you want to take part in this study.  If you want to take 

part, please sign the form, if the following statements are true. 

I freely give my consent to take part in this study and authorize that my information 

as agreed above, be collected/disclosed in this study.  I understand that by signing this 

form I am agreeing to take part in research.  I have received a copy of this form to take 

with me. 

 

_____________________________________________ ____________ 

Signature of Person Taking Part in Study Date 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Printed Name of Person Taking Part in Study 
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Statement of Person Obtaining Informed Consent  

I have carefully explained to the person taking part in the study what he or she can expect 

from their participation. I hereby certify that when this person signs this form, to the best 

of my knowledge, he/she understands: 

• What the study is about; 

• What procedures will be used; 

• What the potential benefits might be; and  

• What the known risks might be.   

I can confirm that this research subject speaks the language that was used to explain this 

research and is receiving an informed consent form in the appropriate language. 

Additionally, this subject reads well enough to understand this document or, if not, this 

person is able to hear and understand when the form is read to him or her. This subject 

does not have a medical/psychological problem that would compromise comprehension 

and therefore makes it hard to understand what is being explained and can, therefore, give 

legally effective informed consent. This subject is not under any type of anesthesia or 

analgesic that may cloud their judgment or make it hard to understand what is being 

explained and, therefore, can be considered competent to give informed consent.   

 

_____________________________________________                         _____________ 

Signature of Person Obtaining Informed Consent                                     Date 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Printed Name of Person Obtaining Informed Consent  
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Appendix N. Assent to Participate in Research (for Native Speakers of English) 

 

 

 

Information for Persons under the Age of 18 Who Are Being Asked To Take Part in 

Research 

IRB Study # 6946 

 

Title of study: Peer Review Practices of Adolescent English Language Learners 

Why am I being asked to take part in this research? 

You are being asked to take part in a research study about peer review practices of 

English language learners. You are being asked to take part in this research study because 

you will participate in peer review practices with English language learners.  

Who is doing this study? 

The person in charge of this study is Oksana Vorobel. She is being guided in this research 

by Dr. Deoksoon Kim.   

What is the purpose of this study? 

By doing this study, we hope to learn 

• what English language learners think about peer review as a part of school 

assignment and about peer review as a part of out-of-school writing. 

• what opportunities from the context English language learners choose to use during 

peer review; 
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• what changes English language learners choose to make in their writing due to 

peer review practices.  

Where is the study going to take place and how long will it last? 

The study will take place at Freedom High School and online.  It will last approximately 

1 semester. The time you will spend on the participation in the study will be a part of 

your participation in peer review at school. You will spend no additional time on this 

research study.   

What will you be asked to do? 

• You will be asked to 

f) Allow Oksana Vorobel to record your peer review interaction with English 

language learners and use it for research purposes. 

g) Allow Oksana Vorobel to have access to all the written feedback you may give to 

English language learners during or after peer review and use it for research 

purposes.  

What things might happen if you participate? 

To the best of our knowledge, your participation in this study will not harm you. 

Is there benefit to me for participating? 

We cannot promise that you will receive benefit from taking part in this research study.   

What other choices do I have if I do not participate?  

You have the alternative to choose not to participate in this research study. 
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Do I have to take part in this study? 

You should talk with your parents or guardian and others about taking part in this 

research study.  If you do not want to take part in the study, that is your decision.  You 

should take part in this study because you want to volunteer.  

  

Will I receive any compensation for taking part in this study? 

You will not receive any compensation for taking part in this study. 

 

Who will see the information about me? 

Your information will be added to the information from other people taking part in the 

study so no one will know who you are.  

 

Can I change my mind and quit? 

If you decide to take part in the study you still have the right to change your mind later.  

No one will think badly of you if you decide to stop participating.  Also, the people who 

are running this study may need for you to stop.  If this happens, they will tell you when 

to stop and why. 

 

What if I have questions? 

You can ask questions about this study at any time.  You can talk with your parents, 

guardian or other adults about this study.  You can talk with the person who is asking you 

to volunteer. If you think of other questions later, you can ask them.    
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Assent to Participate 

 

I understand what the person conducting this study is asking me to do.  I have thought 

about this and agree to take part in this study. 

 

 

__________________________________________ ____________ 

Name of person agreeing to take part in the study Date 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Signature of person agreeing to take part in the study 

 

 

__________________________________________ ____________ 

Name of person providing information (assent) to subject Date 
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Appendix O. Parental Permission to Participate in Research Involving Minimal 

Risk (for Parents of Adolescent Native Speakers of English) 

 

 

 

Information for parents to consider before allowing their child to take part in this 

research study 

IRB Study # 6946 

 

The following information is being presented to help you and your child decide whether 

or not your child wishes to be a part of a research study. Please read this information 

carefully. If you have any questions or if you do not understand the information, we 

encourage you to ask the research. 

We are asking you to allow your child to take part in a research study called: 

Peer Review Practices of Adolescent English Language Learners 

The person who is in charge of this research study is Oksana Vorobel.  This person is 

called the Principal Investigator.  However, other research staff may be involved and can 

act on behalf of the person in charge. She is being guided in this research by Dr. 

Deoksoon Kim.   

The research will be conducted at Freedom High School. 
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Why is this research being done? 

In this research I explore adolescent English language learners’ peer review practices. 

Peer review may be defined as “a collaborative activity involving students reading, 

critiquing, and providing feedback on each other’s writing, both to secure immediate 

textual improvement and to develop, over time, stronger writing competence via mutual 

scaffolding” (Hu, 2005, p. 321-322, based on Tsui & Ng, 2000; Zhu, 2001).   

In particular, the purpose of this study is to find out  

• what English language learners think about peer review as a part of school 

assignment and about peer review as a part of out-of-school writing. 

• what opportunities from the context English language learners choose to use during 

peer review; 

• what changes English language learners choose to make in their writing due to 

peer review practices.  

Your child is being asked to take part in this research study because she/he will 

participate in peer review practices with English language learners.  

Should your child take part in this study? 

This informed consent form tells you about this research study. You can decide if you 

want your child to take part in it.  This form explains: 

• Why this study is being done. 

• What will happen during this study and what your child will need to do. 

• Whether there is any chance your child might experience potential benefits from 

being in the study. 

• The risks of having problems because your child is in this study. 
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Before you decide: 

• Read this form. 

• Have a friend or family member read it. 

• Talk about this study with the person in charge of the study or the person 

explaining the study.  You can have someone with you when you talk about the 

study. 

• Talk it over with someone you trust. 

• Find out what the study is about. 

• You may have questions this form does not answer.  You do not have to guess at 

things you don’t understand.  If you have questions, ask the person in charge of 

the study or study staff as you go along.  Ask them to explain things in a way you 

can understand. 

• Take your time to think about it.  

The decision to provide permission to allow your child to participate in the research study 

is up to you. If you choose to let your child be in the study, then you should sign this 

form.  If you do not want your child to take part in this study, you should not sign the 

form.   

What will happen during this study? 

The time your child will spend on the participation in the study will be a part of his/her 

participation in peer review at school. Your child will spend no additional time on this 

research study.   

During the study, I will 

h) record your child’s peer review interaction with English language learners and use 
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it for research purposes. 

i) have access to all written feedback your child may give to English language 

learners during or after peer review and use it for research purposes.  

Your child will need to attend school on the regular basis and be present for peer review 

activities.  

How many other people will take part?   

About 7 English language learners and their teachers will take part in this study Freedom 

High School.  

What other choices do you have if you decide not to let your child to take part? 

If you decide not to let your child take part in this study, that is okay. Instead of being in 

this research study your child can choose not to participate. Participation or 

nonparticipation in the study will not affect your child’s grade.  

Will your child be compensated for taking part in this study? 

You will receive no payment or other compensation for taking part in this study. 

What will it cost you to let your child take part in this study? 

It will not cost you anything to let your child take part in the study.  

What are the potential benefits to your child if you let him/her take part in this 

study? 

We do not know if your child will gain any benefits by taking part in this study.   

What are the risks if your child takes part in this study? 

There are no known risks to those who take part in this study.   
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Privacy and Confidentiality 

We will keep your child’s study records private and confidential.  Certain people may 

need to see your child’s study records.  By law, anyone who looks at your child’s records 

must keep them completely confidential.  The only people who will be allowed to see 

these records are: 

• The research team, including the Principal Investigator, study coordinator, 

research nurses, and all other research staff.   

• Certain government and university people who need to know more about the 

study.  For example, individuals who provide oversight on this study may need to 

look at your records. This is done to make sure that we are doing the study in the 

right way.  They also need to make sure that we are protecting your rights and 

your safety.   

• Any agency of the federal, state, or local government that regulates this research.  

This includes the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the 

Office for Human Research Protection (OHRP).  

• The USF Institutional Review Board (IRB) and its related staff who have 

oversight responsibilities for this study, staff in the USF Office of Research and 

Innovation, USF Division of Research Integrity and Compliance, and other USF 

offices who oversee this research. 

We may publish what we learn from this study.  If we do, we will not include your 

child’s name.  We will not publish anything that would let people know who your child 

is.   
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What happens if you decide not to let your child take part in this study? 

You should only let your child take part in this study if both of you want to.  You or child 

should not feel that there is any pressure to take part in the study to please the study 

investigator or the research staff. 

If you decide not to let your child take part: 

• Your child will not be in trouble or lose any rights he/she would normally have. 

• You child will still get the same services he/she would normally have. 

You can decide after signing this informed consent form that you no longer want 

your child to take part in this study.  

You can get the answers to your questions, concerns, or complaints. 

If you have any questions, concerns or complaints about this study, call Oksana Vorobel 

at 813-481-1477. 

If you have questions about your child’s rights, general questions, complaints, or issues 

as a person taking part in this study, call the USF IRB at (813) 974-5638. 
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Consent for My Child to Participate in this Research Study  

It is up to you to decide whether you want your child to take part in this study.  If you 

want your child to take part, please read the statements below and sign the form if the 

statements are true. 

 

I freely give my consent to let my child take part in this study and authorize that my 

child’s information as agreed above, be collected/disclosed in this study.  I understand 

that by signing this form I am agreeing to let my child take part in research.  I have 

received a copy of this form to take with me. 

 

________________________________________________ _________ 

Signature of Parent of Child Taking Part in Study    Date 

 

________________________________________________ 

Printed Name of Parent of Child Taking Part in Study 
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Statement of Person Obtaining Informed Consent 

I have carefully explained to the parent of the child taking part in the study what he or she 

can expect from their child’s participation. I hereby certify that when this person signs 

this form, to the best of my knowledge, he/she understands: 

• What the study is about; 

• What procedures/interventions/investigational drugs or devices will be used; 

• What the potential benefits might be; and  

• What the known risks might be.   

I can confirm that this research subject speaks the language that was used to explain this 

research and is receiving an informed consent form in the appropriate language. 

Additionally, this subject reads well enough to understand this document or, if not, this 

person is able to hear and understand when the form is read to him or her. The parent 

signing this form does not have a medical/psychological problem that would compromise 

comprehension and therefore makes it hard to understand what is being explained and 

can, therefore, give legally effective informed consent. The parent signing this form is not 

under any type of anesthesia or analgesic that may cloud their judgment or make it hard 

to understand what is being explained and, therefore, can be considered competent to 

give permission to allow their child to participate in this research study.   

___________________________________________                _____________ 

Signature of Person Obtaining Informed Consent                                 Date 

 

___________________________________________ 

Printed Name of Person Obtaining Informed Consent  
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Appendix P. Peer Reviewer and Critical Friend Forms 

I, Elizabeth Visedo, have served as a critical friend for “A Case Study of Peer Review 

Practices of Four Adolescent English Language Learners in Face-to-Face and Online 

Contexts” by Oksana Vorobel. In this role, I have worked with the researcher throughout 

the study in capacities such as providing support, challenging the researcher in the 

process of conducting the study, and assisting in emerging issues. 

Signed:  
                       Elizabeth Visedo 
 

Date: April 29, 2013 

 

 

 

I, Alessandro Cesarano, have served as a peer reviewer for “A Case Study of Peer 

Review Practices of Four Adolescent English Language Learners in Face-to-Face and 

Online Contexts” by Oksana Vorobel. In this role, I have worked with the researcher 

throughout the study in capacities such as assessing the accuracy of the findings.  

Signed:   
                                Alessandro Cesarano 
 

Date: April 30, 2013 
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Appendix Q. IRB Approval 
 
From: <eirb@research.usf.edu> 
Date: Tue, Apr 3, 2012 at 7:16 AM 
Subject: eIRB: Study Approved 
To: ovorobel@mail.usf.edu 
 

 

 

   

IRB Study Approved   

To: Oksana Vorobel 

RE: Peer Review Practices of Adolescent English Language 
Learners 

PI: Oksana Vorobel 

Link: Pro00006946 

  

You are receiving this notification because the above 
listed study has received Approval by the IRB.  For 
more information, and to access your Approval 
Letter, navigate to the project workspace by clicking the 
Link above. 

 

WARNING: DO NOT REPLY . To ensure a timely response, please do not reply to this 
email.  Direct all correspondence to Research Integrity & Compliance either through 
your project's workspace or the contact information below. 
 

University of South Florida 
Division of Research Integrity & Compliance - Office of Research and Innovation 
3702 Spectrum Blvd Suite 155 - Tampa, FL 33612 
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