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N±i:.rqirii ·caver is the newsletter of the Papua New Guinea Cave Exploration 
Group. The PNGCEG is an informal association of persons engaged in speleology 
in Papua New Guinea, and is an associate member of the Australian Speleological 

·Federation. 
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TOKTOK BILONG EDITA - FOCUS ON THE EASTERN HIGHLANDS DISTRICT 

Agal.n we bring together a series of articles and a bibliography on the one 
district, this· time the Eastern Highlands. I have never caved in the- E.H.D., so ~ 
it is difficult to edit such an edition satisfactorily.- I encountered the usual 
problem of different authors using different names for the same feature, espec-
ially for Henganofi. Despite the 34 entries in the bibliography, there is not an 
extensive literature on the caves of the District. However articles in this 
issue cover the known caves_ fairly well. All the areas in Champion's ( 1968) list 
are covered. 

Limestone is not prominent on the geological maps of the District, parti­
cularly in the northern half where the highway, major settlements and most of the 
reported caves are. South of Okapa there is a belt of limestone that continues 
almost ta the Papuan coast at Kerema. There are also reasonably large outcrops 
south of Mt. Michael. The general impression I have is that there is a series of 
scattered outcrops and caving areas throughout the District. According to my 
count, some 45 caves have been reported which is hardly startling. Apart from 
Hells Gates and the Lamari River area, the caves are neither extensive nor deep. 
However cave art is very widespread and burial caves are fairly common. There 
appears to be a lot of room fat finding more caves in both the established areas 
and in the south ·of the District. 

Hen9anof i was one of the three areas that the PMSS concentrated on in the 
early sixties. Kev Read, who was the keenest caver in the highlands at that 
time, wrote as fallows for the 1963 PMSS Goroka Branch Annual Report.: "It would 
be difficult to overrate Henganofi as an exciting caving at ea. Deep, dangerous 
river caves connecting huge caverns and mystifying side entrances all add up to 
give what rust· be one· of Australia's most thrilling known caving areas."' All 
seven caves given by Champion (1968) a~e covered in three articles inside apart 
from 11 Gouffre·Lar 11 ·which he gives as "200 ft. crevasse cave; tributary stream". 
Perhaps it is part of Hells Gate'? 

Much of the published literature refers to archaeological work by J. P. 
White at Aibura near Kainantu, at 'Batari on the Lamari River and at Kafiavana 
rock shelter -south of Goroka. · Aibura is probably the most written about cave 
in P.N.G.\ Kev Wilde gives a descri~tiori and a map inside. Fred Parker in 
comprehensive article pr.ovides descriptions from 11 areas in the Kainantu 
region, including the very impressive Lamari River caves. Rumours of sinkholes 
in the highlands so deep that bodies could not be recovered from them are com­
mon - perhaps it is the same incident repeated in various ways? Inside Fred 
documents a doline near Obura where three murdered Chimbus ~ thrown in 1963 
and only one body recovered. 

Other areas in the E.H.D. nbt covered in this issue arc as follows: 
White (1972)- gives descriptions of Batari cave and Kafiavana rock shelter; Parker 
(1970) describes six caves f~om the Unggai Division near tho boundary of the 
Chimbu; Parker (1974) gives information on caves in the Yagaria division near 
Luf a; Brass (1964) mentions two caves noar Okapa, an unnamed one b'eyond Okapa and 
Esindona cave near Ilafo (pp. 175, 176, 200) and refers to caves on Mt. Michael 
(~. 197); and Leahy (1936, p. 232) mentions cave-dwellers in the side of a gorge. 
I cannot trace the exact location of the last one. 

• 
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Finttll1 • word or warningo Pa.rker•s· and· Wainwright's artic.lee 
were written in 1964 an.~! Read• a in 1963., oo information on acceea 
and .Y111P.g•rs• attitudes ia lik0ly to be soinewhat inacourate now. 
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HELLS GATES CAVE 3 HENGANOFI, EASTERN HIGHLANDS DISTRICT 

Kevan A. Wilde * 
History. The Goroka branch of the Port Moresby Speleological Society 

visited Hells Gates in a series of trips in 1963. The trip reports are held by 
th~;;,·sPNGCEG, and two of thorn have been published (Read, 1974). The author and 
others visited the cave in August, 1974 (Wilde, 1974) and again in Marcf:l ... 1.9.75. 
The cave is frequently used by the local people to hunt flying foxes (Tambara) 
arid is well known by them. So well known in fact that two of the formations 
Neita and Neisoba have been given individual names. Neita is a collapsed stalag­
mite whilst Neisoba is still .io. situ. Our informants stated that the formations 
were considered to be mythical pPnple, but were unable to provide any further 
information. Local mythology .accounts for the. cxistoncc of tha cnvo in the 
following manner:-

There were onca two skeletons that were chased by two women over the 
mountains·Bnd down valleys until they came, exhausted, to the site of Meremere 
Yiapinka (shaft). The women werG beating the skeletons with sticks, and in 
their haste to got away, they struck the rock with stone axes and the rocks 
opened up forming the cavG. (The account is, in fact, more elaborate, but I 
had difficulty in translating and intend to return and interview an elder to 
obtain a more detailed description.) 

Description. Tho names used are the local names with the exception of 
the main chamber, Tambara chamber, whi~h was named by the author. Entrance to 
the system is most easily gained through ~ (bat) · Tunkunke entrance, which is 
taking a small stream, Kirirnif ~u and is steeply sloping for about 75 m where a 
vertical pitch of 11.3 m is encountered. This pitch can bo rigged with a ladder 
using a wedged log as a belay. This log is used by the local people for tying 
on vines to descend hand-over-hand when on hunting trips. A small, muddy cham­
ber with no formation follows, where the system changes its westerly direction 
and takes up a northerly ono for some 50 m. In this section there is a very 
distinctive stalagmito with white calcitic covering. A stream ontors at this 
point (unexplored) and there is a high level passag8 after 20 m (unexplored). 
Tho passage then takes a south westerly course for some 90 m and leads into 
Tambara chamber. 

Tambara chambor is approximately 50 rn wide and has a steeply sloping, 
guano covered floor (see survey). It is used as a roost by flying foxes (un­
identified), the population being of the order of several thousand. A large 
number of pink leeches inhabit this part of the cave and there are numerous 
species of insects. The roof of the cave varies from 10-20 m (estimated) above 
floor level and the main stream Meremore Yiapinkn travels along the westerly 
wall. The stream flows in a north to north weste.r-ly .di~ection, for some 140 m 
in all, along a well developed stream passage. Of afunga straam enters this 
passage after some 70 m and remains unexplored. The survey of the main pass­
age was abandoned at the sand bank whore the roof is low. It is planned to 
survey this section in the dry season. 

* P.O. Box 1055, Goroka, E.H.D., P.N.G. 
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Travelling upstroam of the main chamber for some 100 m is a weil developed 
stream passag.§3 Meremere 11.?...Ri~ which leads into the bottom o.f a· 50 m deep, 
collapse·9 ·$haft., The shaft was not surveyod due. to the volt;.ime of . water (a .sur­
vey will.:. b.e carried ·out· in tho dry season) and tho dimensionS'. are only estimated. 
About half way al_ong this passage, almost ag.ainst---the nor-therri wall, are the two 
for mat ions known as:· Neit.Q_ and ]!,Q,i§.,Q.,.ba. Mer.?m_e.:r.e :f!apink.e, is subj Get ~o severe 
flooding which iri"turn blocks tho floor of Tambara chamber according to local 
informants. Kirimifamu passage could f lood-comphlely. ; 

. . 

The namo Murifinka for the cave us6d previously (Wilde, 
as this is a general term for any cave in the. Kafe language. 
number of local names that ref er to this cave I suggest that 
European name Hells Gates be employed for record purposes. 

'" '-. /References. Seo bibliography. 

EDITORIA~OTE ON HELLS .GATES CAVE 

1974) is incorrect 
As there are a 

the original 

.1: Adco.rding to thG Pf%S rGports the river .~ethe flows into the Hells Gates 
entrance wh.ich .Kevan marks on his map as 50 m (ost.) shaft. From all accounts 
this entrance i~ extromqly impressive. Their reports also refer to two other 
caves, Blue Pete~ and D~J.s. Blue Potor appears to be a passage in the cave 
and a tributary of t.h~e~.Biver Lethe. D.Jos seems to· be the Susu Tunkunke pass-
age of tho cave. ·· · · 

"Karata" (19i~) (actually Bob Bates}. uses the name f'lurifinka for the ~ 
Tunkunko entrance, and Hell t s Gato or Tinti.JJ.l?.angkai for· the Hells Gates entranc'e. 
His account of the formation of the- caves is similar, to th~ one recorded by 
Kevan, but more involved and inclu~Bi a woman who availed h~rself of an immodest 
liberty with a sleeping spirit. H? records tho.t the Heriganof i caves first 
became known to Europeans ~hen a Patrol Pfficer visited them in 1937. Read 
and MacGregor (1967) investigated HelJ.s· Gatos as a po·ssibl~ ·ta.Urist cave and 
concluded that it is not suitable as sucho · 

* * * 

TWO SMALL CAVES NEAR HENGANOf I, EASTERN HIGHLANDS :DISTRICT 

K. Read * 

On Sunday 31st March1 ·1963, I visited two small t~vss near Henganofi. 

The.: Tomb.; . Three kilomotres past Hc:nganof i on the right side of the road 
can be· seeri· sharpJ.y· fluted limestone outcrops. At the base of these is a coll­
apse entrance and a Icing dry rivor passage 3 m wide and 4.5 m high. Thirty 
metres in is a low rock wall with a human skeleton wrapped in a blanket lying 
beyond it·. There is some reasonable· formntion near the entranco. 

Seco~d Source. ·.Three hundred metres above is a similar entrance and pass­
age. After 45 _m a· squ·eez.e is negotiated and the passage seems to end, although 
there are some tree· roo'ts and a strong draught.. Whil~. retl!rnin.g my torch failed 
(I .. w9s .alone) but for~unatoly. I wns carrying waterproof: ma~c~o~; and a safe return 
was·· made. 
* P ,,.(J. Box .59.~3, BcJ'roko, P • N .G. 
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