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Inland
Regional
News

Inland Bird Banding Association Founded 1922
Annual Report of Birds Banded in the
Inland Bird Banding Association Region, 2017

IBBA is providing banding totals for the region
on an annual basis. This is intended to stimulate
regional coordination of banding operations and to
provide rudimentary information for researchers
considering studies on species and where a target
species may be located in the region. This report
has been compiled by requesting data directly from
the Bird Banding Laboratory (USGS Bird Banding
Laboratory, unpublished data retrieved Oct 2018).
Future reports will be compiled following BBL
file updates which occur annually in August of the
following calendar year.

Highlights for 2017 include a total of 346,427
(-4% from 2016) individuals of 402 (+9% from
2016) species or sub-species. Texas recorded
the most species (269) followed by Illinois (189)
and Ohio (170). Banders in Ohio banded the
largest number of individuals (40,304) followed
by Illinois (38,230) and Michigan (33,927). The
lowest state banding total was Mississippi with
2,869. There were 406 (-2% from 2016) active
permits in the IBBA region in 2017. Wisconsin
had 55 permits, Texas 51, and Michigan 46 to lead
the state/provincial jurisdictions. As might be
expected, the ten highest volume permits included
eight governmental agencies that have regulatory

responsibility for hunted species of migratory
birds.

The largest volume of birds banded on a single
permit reported 16,908 birds for 2017 (Table 1).
The top ten species banded were heavy toward
hunted species. Once again, the top non-hunted
species was the Ruby-throated Hummingbird,
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indicating a major effort across the region on
this bird group. Top ten species (and previous
rankings) were: Canada Goose 44,198 (1in2016);
Mourning Dove 26,812 (2 in 2016); Wood Duck
26,574 (4 in 2016); Mallard 24,959 (3 in 2016);
Blue-winged Teal 19,342 (5 in 2016); Ruby-
throated Hummingbird 15,455 (6 in 2016); Purple
Martin 9,413 (10 in 2016); Tree Swallow 7,980 (8
in 2016); American Goldfinch 7,323 (7 in 2016);
and Northern Saw-whet Owl 6,627 (9 in 2016).
Thirty species were represented by one individual
in 2017.

A complete listing of numbers banded by species
and state is included in Table 2.

Mark Shieldcastle, Research Director
Black Swamp Bird Observatory

Oak Harbor, Ohio 43449
markshieldcastle@bsbo.org
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