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Annual Report of Birds Banded in the IBBA region, 2018.

IBBA is providing banding totals for the region
on an annual basis. This is intended to stimulate
regional coordination of banding operations and to
provide rudimentary information for researchers
considering studies on species and where a target
species may be located in the region. This report
has been compiled by requesting data directly from
the Bird Banding Laboratory (USGS Bird Banding
Laboratory, unpublished data retrieved November
2019). Future reports will be compiled following
BBL file updates that occur annually in August of
the following calendar year.

Highlights for 2018 include a total 0f 338,594 (-2%
from 2017) individuals of 401 (no change from
2017) species or sub-species. Texas recorded the
most species (258) followed by Illinois (186) and
Ohio (166). Banders in Ohio banded the largest
number of individuals (45,977) followed by Illinois
(35,933) and Louisiana (32,408) and Michigan
(30,500). The lowest state banding total was
Mississippi with 2,717. There were 428 (+5% from
2017) active permits in the IBBA region in 2018.
Wisconsin had 50 permits, Texas 49, Michigan
44, and Minnesota 44 to lead the state/provincial
jurisdictions. As might be expected the ten highest
volume permits included seven governmental
agencies that have regulatory responsibility for
hunted species of migratory birds. The largest
volume of birds banded on a single permit
reported 12,388 birds for 2018 (Table 1). The top
ten species banded were heavy towards hunted
species. Once again, the top non-hunted species
was the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, indicating a
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major effort across the region on this bird group.
Top ten species were: Canada Goose 39,077 (1 in
2017); Wood Duck 24,267 (3 in 2017); Mallard
24,154 (4 in 2017); Mourning Dove 23,788 (2 in
2017); Ruby-throated Hummingbird 17,229 (6
in 2017); Blue-winged Teal 11,857 (5 in 2017);
Purple Martin 10,107 (7 in 2017); Tree Swallow
8,010 (8 in 2017); Gray Catbird 6,479 (not in top
10 in 2017) and American Goldfinch 6,264 (9 in
2017). Twenty-seven species were represented by
one individual in 2018.
A complete listing of numbers banded by species
and state is included in Table 2.
Mark Shieldcastle, Research Director
Black Swamp Bird Observatory
Oak Harbor, Ohio 43449
markshieldcastle@bsbo.org

Table 1. Top ten permits by volume of bandings
and state of origin 2018.

Federal Permit | State | Total Bandings
Number

24127 OH 12,388

20929 OH 11,722
3110 MI 9,552

24101 LA/AL 9,231
5322 WI 8,708
5838 MN 8,297
6669 LA 8,144
7224 IL 8,010
6790 IA 7,760
8355 IL 7,649
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