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During 2015 (mostly in fall), preliminary bandingefforts | number of Golden-crowned Kinglets (41) also

were undertaken at a new location within the park

boundaries (LSCMP).Although the Lat-Long coordi-

nates are the same for this new site as the old site

(MBMP), it is about 0.64 km NE of MBMP. The

habitat is mainly old field and meadow (some seasonally

wet), with dogwood and sumac thickets, cottonwood

rows, and a row of planted (in the 1990s) pines,

adjacentto the “Meadow Loop” trail in the nature area.

Alarge cattail marsh is approximately 100 mto the north
and west, and a channel about 10 m wide is along the
southern boundary of'the area. Locations for a total of
17.5 nets were established, within an area of
approximately three acres.

The GPS coordinates of the “centroid” are: 42° 34'
45.0" N, 82° 48'9.2" W. Results of this preliminary
effortin2015 included 73 birds of 23 species banded
on a single spring day (9 May), and 632 birds of 54
species banded on 14 fall days (6 Sep - 25 Oct); 1006
net hours, and a capture rate of 66.9 b/100nh. Four
birds were recaptured that had originally been banded
at MBMP in previous years: Yellow Warbler, Song
Sparrow, Brown-headed Cowbird, and American
Goldfinch.

As with previous banding at this park, an effort was

made to band two days each week during Apr, May,

and the first week of Jun in2016. Out of'a possible 18

days during that period, only 12 days were operated

due partly to not getting enough volunteers out to set up

the site (which must be taken down completely each

day), but mostly due to uncooperative weather. Wintry
conditions returned for the first half of Apr, and wetter
and cooler than normal conditions forced an 11- day
gap in coverage in early May. The average number of
days the MBMP station was operated over 10 spring
seasons was 15.

With this being the first full season of effort at this new
site, it makes no sense to compare numbers to the old
site which, although very close by, has different habitat.
Some differences were noted, however, that may or
may not prove to be consistent over time, perhaps
based on habitat. The 68 (5.24/100nh) Yellow
Warblers was well above the 10-year average at
MBMP o0f37.4, and even exceeded the record of 59
(4.75/100nh) there. This seems even more remarkable
giventhatthisarea is halfthe size ofthe MBMP site. The
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exceeded all previous spring (but not fall) records at
MBMP. A third species in this category is Baltimore
Oriole, with the 24 banded at LSCMP exceeding the
MBMP 10-yraverage of 10.3, and also breaking the
record of 15. Captures that were considered unusual
included a Black-billed Cuckoo, 2 Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers, an Eastern Kingbird, 5 Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers, and a female Blackpoll Warbler.Both the
total banded in spring 2016, and the number of species
captured, was above the 10-yr average for MBMP.

Interesting recaptures involved a number of birds
originally banded 0.4 mi away at MBMP, including: a
Downy Woodpecker banded in 2010, a Warbling
Vireo banded in 2014, a Black-capped Chickadee
banded in 2014, a House Wren banded in 2014, an
American Robin banded in 2013, three Gray Catbirds
bandedin 2014, a Yellow Warbler banded in2012 and
another banded in 2014, a Northern Cardinal banded
in 2012 and another banded in 2014, two Song
Sparrows banded in 2014, six Red-winged Blackbirds
(one in 2010, three in 2012, one in 2013, and one in
2014), a Baltimore Oriole banded in 2014, and 8
American Goldfinches (two in2010,onein 2011, one
in2012,two in 2013, and two in 2014).
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The Lincoln Land Community College Bird Banding
Station (LLCC BBS) was initiated in the fall of2012
and has been in operation each spring and fall ever since;
2016 marked the fourth full spring season. The station’s
habitats and general description were described in the
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2015 1FR fallreport. The 2016 season was cool, damp
and windy and, like 2015, migrant birds were slow to
arrive and quick to depart. Several expected species
wereneither caught nor seen this spring. The capture of
birds this year was less than it could have been because
of I) fairly strong to extremely strong winds on 12 days
and moderate winds on another 29 days, 2) drizzles,

rain or thunderstorms on nine more days, forcing the

cancellation or early shut down of station operations;

and 3) the annual spring burn of at least halfofthe prairie

(which is usually the best habitat for several species,

especially goldfinches and the less common

sparrow).Only five (of 1 1) nets in the woodlands could

be considered consistently productive.

Despite the negative aspects ofthe 2016 spring, more
birds were caught (1858) this year than any previous
spring; however, 494 of them were juncos. The 79
species banded was the station’s second best season
(and four additional species were known to have been
inthe nets but escaped prior to extraction).In addition
to the birds banded, another 198 were captured as
returns (four from the fall 0f2012) and another 788 as
repeats. This spring was a good season for several
groupings of birds, especially kinglets, thrushes,
mimids, common warblers, blackbirds and some
Sparrows, but a very poor season for flycatchers,
vireos, most warblers and the sparrows. New species
banded at the station were Prairie Warbler (not caught
inthe prairie) and Dickeissel, bringing the station total to
115.0fthe three known casualties, one was killed bya
deerattempting to eat it (personal observation); another
was the victim of a Cooper’s Hawk (one of the four
species above in the net that escaped prior to

extraction). There was only one day this spring with 100

ormore birds banded: 4 Apr (127100 of which were
juncos). Of course, there were several days in which

five or fewer birds were banded. The American

Goldfinch is often the most common bird banded,;
however, because ofthis year’s change in the prairie
habitat, its numbers were way down and it only ranked
asthe 12" most common species this spring.

The four issues that traditionally affect the banding
operations each spring (and in some cases the number
of nets used each day) were wind, rain, people and
deer. On the positive side, the station now operates out
ofastudent-constructed and fully functional banding
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facility which is especially useful on damp, windy and/or
cold daysand serves asa “garage” for the station’s bird-
mobile (ATV).
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The “Migration Blitz” banding site at the World Bird
Sanctuary is approximately 27 acres in an undeveloped
area of the sanctuary’s 310 acres. The site consists of
an oak-hickory, forested, dry creek on a north-east
facingravine inthe Meramec River Valley. The2016
spring results are part ofa 10-yr study initiated in 2009
that focuses on the use of the study area by passing
migrants. This year 39 migrant species were captured;

some of the special interest species were: Canada
Warbler, Connecticut Warbler, Mourning Warbler and

Western Palm Warbler. Wealso had 10 Wood Thrush

((_)ne‘of ourtarget species). In years past, we have had

significant numbers of Tennessee and Nashville

warblers.This year, the capture rate of Tennessee

Warblers was double that of the Nashville Warbler. The

2016 migration season appeared to be more “spread

out” compared to years pastand, during the blitz, there

weretworained-out dates and another with a si gnificant

thunderstorm.
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