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ATLANTIC FLYWAY REVIEW:
Region 1V Piedmont—Coastal Plain

Fall 2014

Chandler S. Robbins, Region IV Coordinator
USGS Paxuxent Wildlife Research Center
Laurel, MD 20708-4000
e-mail:crobbins@usgs.gov

Atlantic Flyway Review dates back to the first
volume of North American Bird Bander in 1976,
when a dozen Maryland stations plus Chincoteague,
Virginia, constituted Region V and no stations
reported from south of Virginia. By 1977 the
boundaries were changed and the mountains of
Maryland and Virginia (west of Interstate 81) were
changed to what was then Region IV. Another
change in 1975 moved the piedmont and coastal
plains of the southeastern states from Region Vtoa
new Region IV, None of the original stations in our
region are still active.

Although July surprised us with Hurricane Arthur,
tornadoes and record-breaking rainfall along the
Atlantic coast, our coastal strip enjoyed close to
normal rainfall and temperatures in August, a wet
September with normal temperatures, and a very
wet October that remained slightly warmer than
normal from the Carolinas north through Maine.

Net-hours were slightly higher than last year at
most stations except at Foreman’s Branch where
nets were closed early on non-productive
alternoons. Total bandings at these eight stations
showed an increase of 11.5%. Again this year no
two stations shared the same most active day; the
best days ranged from 20 Sep to 11 Nov, both in
Maryland. Species diversity was highest from 29
Sep to 25 Oct. No two stations had the same species
as their most common bird: sparrows, finches, and
kinglets being at the Maryland stations and
warblers more prevalent in the south.

Assuming no significant difference in coverage
between 2013 and 2014, the greatest increases in
2014 were: 474 more Gray Catbirds at Kiawah; 279
more juncos and 190 more Song Sparrows at
Foreman’s; and 240 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 167
more White-throated Sparrows, and 151 more
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Slate-colored Juncos at Patuxent. The greatest
declines noted was a decrease of 452 Indigo
Buntings (50%) at Foreman’s Branch. As always,
several stations reported banding a few species that
are rarely encountered in this region: 13
Connecticut Warblers at Patuxent, Bicknell’s
Thrush and Clay-colored Sparrow at Foreman’s
Branch; Clapper Rail and Sedge Wren at Kiawah
Island; and a Gray Kingbird and an Ash-throated
Flycatcher at Cape Florida.

Michelle Davis was the only bander to mention
longevity records this year. Her oldest returning
birds this season were an eight-year-old Northern
Cardinal and an eight-year-old Gray Catbird.
Maren Gimpel, Daniel Small, and James Gruber are
to be congratulated on the publication of “Winter
Site Fidelity of Six Sparrow Species in Maryland”
(based on 1,291 return records) in the Apr-Jun 2014
issue of North American Bird Bander.

I thank each of the station leaders for their
interesting reports year after year and for the role
each one is playing to increase public awareness of
the natural world and how we can protect it. And
thanks to Michael Lutmerding for his helpful
suggestions for additions and corrections to this
report.

Eden Mill

Pylesville, Harford Co., MD
Mark S. Johnson
Mark.S.Johnson.civ@mail.mil

394-0762

Banding activity at Eden Mill was variable this year
because of changes in the weather and volunteer
availability. Most days were overcast and cool and
several were with precipitation which limited the
number of nets that were opened. However, the number
of birds captured per net-hour was fairly consistent with
previous years.

Species diversity in sparrows and warblers was down
this year. We captured relatively fewer Song, Lincoln’s
and Swamp sparrows, though White-throated Sparrow
was our most common species, back to the ‘top spot’ it
held in previous years. We captured only seven warbler
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