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collected is returned to us, helps support us. The
web page at www.rockpointbirdbanding.com is
updated daily through the banding season.

Appledore Island Migration Station 425-0703
Appledore Island, York County, ME

Sara Morris, Compiler

morriss@canisius.edu

Chief Banders: Liz Burton, Kristen Covino,
Anthony Hill, David Holmes, Sara Morris, Becky
Suomala, Mary Wright

Chief Assistant(s): Peg Ackerson, Marygrace
Barber, Kristin Cantele, Bill Clark, Jill Fleming,
Lindsay Herlihy, Tracy Holmes, Jason Jacobs,
Karen Mitchell, Darlene Moore, William Nichols,
Jeff Ott, Jim Reis, Martha Stauffer, Andy Thiede,
Kathy Whittier, Zooey Zullo

Banded | % SY | % ASY| % AHY
Common Yellowthroat 667 [ 725 | 165 | 111
Magnolia Warbler 274 [ 697 234 | 69
Red-eyed Vireo 132 1 00 | 68 | 932
Anmerican Redstart 125 | 728 | 216 | 56
Black-and-white Warbler 104 | 769 | 125 | 106
Gray Catbird 103 | 612 223 [ 165
Northern Parula 83 [ 675 ] 193 | 133
Black-throated Blue Warbler | 80 | 72.5 | 200 | 7.5
Blackpoll Warbler 72 1750 183 97
Traill's Flycatcher 66 | 91 | 76 | 83

Spring 2012 was slightly below average on
Appledore. The 2310 birds captured was slightly
below our 20-year average of 2456 spring captures
at the station. Likewise, the 67 species captured was
slightly below our 71.2 species spring average.
Weather did not seem to have a major impact on this
spring’s data collection. Although we were closed
for one full day, most of two additional days, and
several hours on four other days, our 3465 total net-
hours was slightly higher than our average of 3331
net-hours in the spring.
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Most species of migrants were within their normal
ranges and we captured no new species this spring.
Our six Summer Tanagers were a record (well
above our average of 1.8 + 1.1 per spring), which
was especially notable since we captured only four
Scarlet Tanagers! Other species higher than normal
included Black-billed Cuckoo (average: 0.7 £ 0.9;
2012: 3), Indigo Bunting (average: 3.1 +2.7;2012:
9) and Carolina Wren (average: 0.8 +1.6: 2012: 7).
The Carolina Wren population appears to be on the
increase on the island after several relatively mild
winters.

Other exciting birds captured included a Worm-
eating Warbler, a Prairie Warbler, and a Hooded
Warbler. Northern Waterthrush was the only
species with captures below the normal spring
range (average: 52.0 £ 15.0; 2012: 20). While
within normal range, captures of several species
were less than half of their average. Some of these
are early migrants that we now miss because we
must open later than ideal due to island logistics,
e.g., Blue-headed Vireo (average: 29.7 + 23.7,
2012: 11), Ruby-crowned Kinglet (average: 33.1+
26.7;2012: 4), Hermit Thrush (average: 10.6 +9.2;
2012: 4), Yellow-rumped Warbler (average: 38.3 +
51.9; 2012: 3), and White-throated Sparrows
(average: 135 + 86.6; 2012: 18). However, several
later species were also below half their average
captures including Least Flycatcher (average: 23.7
+11.9;2012: 10), Cedar Waxwing (average: 12.4+
9.5;2012: 5), Scarlet Tanager (average: 9.3 £5.1;
2012: 4), and Baltimore Oriole (average: 9.8 £ 5.6;
2012: 2). Fortunately, our most common species
were all close to their averages and some were even
a little above average, e.g., Common Yellowthroat
(average: 522 + 157; 2012: 667) and Black-and-
white Warbler (average: 84.2 + 35.8; 2012: 104).

One of our banders, Kristen Covino, is now a PhD
candidate at the University of Southern Mississippi
and is using Appledore as one of her field sites.
Kristen is working on her PhD research
investigating endocrine preparation for breeding
during migration. Additionally, Kristen mentored
Jill Fleming, a student studying net avoidance by
migrants. Kyle Horton and Sara Morris published a
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paper in the Journal of Field Ornithology on mass
changes by migrants during stopover using data
from the Appledore Island station.

AIMS regularly contributes to the educational
programming at the Shoals Marine Lab, hosting

students from credit-courses (including Field
Ornithology), non-credit courses, and groups
visiting the islands. The staff of the Shoals Lab is
absolutely fantastic in providing support for the
station, including transportation, meals (even when
the birds arrive at meal-time), and lots of logistical
assistance. The station has a fantastic group of
volunteers who provide both their time and their
financial support to the station. 1 want to
particularly thank an anonymous donor who has
generously funded the bulk of the costs incurred at
the station.

Long Point Bird Observatory 423-0800
Port Rowan, Norfolk County, Ontario 423-0802
Ipbo@bsc-eoc.org 423-0801
Bander(s) Stuart A. Mackenzie, Ross W. Wood,
Jesse J. Pakkala

Ipbo@birdscanada.org

Chief Assistants: Hugh McArthur

The Long Point Bird Observatory’s (LPBO) 53"
spring migration monitoring season started at the
Old Cut Research Station on 27 Mar. The Tip and
Breakwater Research Stations were opened on 12
and 21 Apr, respectively.

Forty-six volunteers, representing four countries,
logged over 2,928 hours collecting migration data
on over 250 species, and banding 13,150 birds of
127 species. LPBO had 75 days of coverage,
yielding 11,909 net hours with a catch rate of 110
birds/100 net hours. Twelve ground traps, four J-
Traps and two Heligoland traps contributed 10% of
the catch, with the balance captured in mist nets.
Twenty-three volunteer ‘Friends’ of LPBO helped
to service over 3,000 visitors and students of all
ages who enjoyed banding demonstrations among
other marvels of the spring migration through Long
Point.
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Banded | % SY | % ASY | % AHY
White-throated Sparrow 1697 [ 703 | 141 | 15.6
Red-winged Blackbird 778 1 59 38 3
Yellow Warbler 677 | 781 | 199 2
Myrtle Warbler 594 | 624 | 356 2
Magnolia Warbler 564 | 657 | 313 3
Gray Catbird 525 | 649 | 310 | 41
E. White-crowned Sparrow | 424 | 662 | 233 | 10.5
Hermit Thrush 423 [ 749 | 198 | 53
American Goldfinch 412 | 526 | 436 | 38
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 403 | 63.5 | 27 9.5

Despite the mild winter and ‘early’ spring,
migration appeared to be fairly normal overall at
Long Point, just a smidgen early in some respects.
Significant waves of temperate migrants arrived in
the first week of April. Migration was slow
throughout the rest of April, but by mid-month
Neotropical migrants began coming out of the
woodwork. May was impressive to say the least: 3
May was the biggest banding day with 1,008 birds
of 56 species banded; 108 species were observed at
the Tip alone on 2 and 3 May. Long Point’s warbler
diversity quickly rose to 28 species by 4 May. The
rest of May kept pace with good diversity and
numbers of Neotropical migrants until the first
week of June. Long Point’s first Fork-tailed
Flycatcher (Tyrnannus savanna savanna) was
observed and banded on 18 Apr. [t turns out that this
was the first Fork-tailed Flycatcher ever banded in
North America!

More information about the Long Point Bird
Observatory can be found at:
www.birdscanada.org/Ipbo

Presque Isle State Park (2 stations) 420-0800
Erie Bluffs State Park (1 station) 429-0805
Erie, Erie County, Erie, PA

Bander: Sarah Sargent

email address: ssargent@audubon.org

Chief Assistant: Walter Wehtje
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