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WBBA 2012 Annual Banding Summary 

There were 154 Master banders reporting 162,15 8 banded birds. Compared to 2011, we had fewer banders 
(n= 185) reporting fewer birds (n= 170, 713). There were 497 taxa (including BBL recognized subspecies, hybrids, and 
a few unknowns) banded, about the same as in 2011 (n=495). New birds are typically birds from M,exico. Every year 
I also get a report or two of birds banded in far flung locations in the Indo-Pacific. This year, we had a Tahiti Petrel 
banded in Guam. 

Some highlights: This year we have Manual Grosse lett in Oxaca, Mexico whose banders banded 29,157 
birds in 158 taxa, including 5325 Yellow-breasted Chats, 4153 Gnty Catbirds, 3684 Yellow Wa,rblers, and 3086 
Orchard Orioles. On the downside, Alaska Bird Observatory banded its last bird, shutting down operations in 2012. 

Keeping up with the changing names and the taxonomy of lumping and splitting as well as what is accepted 
by different ornithological entities (BBL, AOU, field guides, as well as the banders themselves) has been a challenge. 
The BBL is admittedly behind in keeping up with taxonomic changes; the AOU does not recognize hybrids that the 
BBL yet brought the Nanday's Parakeet into the fold; and banders do accept hybrids. Banders also have a category 
for unknowns (e.g. unknown junco) The AOU publishes changes once a year, and field guide changes appear with 
each new edition. And the banders see similarities and differences first band. Thus, the spreadsheet that accompanies 
request for banding reports tries to address this by listing birds by common name, alpha codes, AOU#s, allowing the 
bander to sort; however, here 1 present common names and alpha codes to save space. Of course, there is the 
impending six- letter (first three letters of the genus and species) codes presented on the ffiP website and already in 

use in Latin America. 
As we try to embrace Latin America in the banding of birds, Mexico presents an interesting dilemma. Even 

with just a few reporting banders, Mexico reports more banded birds than all of the other artificially created regions 
except California. In addition, as the geography of the country puts it in WBBA and IBBA. 

A lot to think about. Walter H. Sakai 
2012 WBBA annual summary compiler. 
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