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previously banded mate had been seen on 16 Jun with
a full tail, but was entirely tailless on 19 Jun,
indicating the rapid molt as previously described
(Acker and Garcia 2010, Forsman 1981). Fig. 1 isa
photo of the tailless pair taken on 24 Jun. The female
was captured on 18 Jul, a month after the initial
observation, and her rectrices measured 160 mm. On
this same date, the male had the start of a new tail but
was noticeably behind in growth (Fig. 2). On 30 Jul,
the female’s rectrices were 205 mm, and, with the
exception of blood in the quills indicative of a
growing feather, appeared to be nearly complete. On
8 Aug, 51 days after initial observation, her tail was
215 mm with no blood in the quills.

The male was also captured on 8 Aug 2011. His tail
was 208 mm with a visible sheath, indicating the
rectrices were still growing in length. He was
recaptured nine days later on 17 Aug, at which time
his rectrices measured 224 mm. He had no visible
blood in the quills, indicating no further growth. The
period between initial observation when the male was
observed tailless and the final rectrices measurement
on 17 Aug, was 59 days.

For this pair, the period of time from loss of tail to a
complete hardened set of rectrices was approxi-
mately 60 days. The average rectrices growth rate for
the male, starting at the estimated date of loss, was
3.7 mm/day for the 60 day period.
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Fig. 2. Photo of pair taken 18 Jul 2011, prior to capture; female
on left. Note more advanced molt of female.
Photo by Rachel Acker.
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A New Technique Hints at
Yellow-billed Cuckoo’s Wanderings

The new technologies of transmitters and data
loggers give us the ability to track individual birds
throughout the year, setting aside previously well-
known “facts”. Indeed, such a device placed on a
single netted Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Sechrist et al.
2012) provided a shocking insight into a migration
strategy that others had only barely suggested at (e.g.,
Hughes 1999). With admirable modesty, the authors
said their work “hinted at a flexible migration
strategy”. While the female bred within a few
kilometers in each of two years, in its first summer
she traveled from her New Mexico breeding site, and
moved over a thousand kilometers through
Chihuahua and Sonora, then returned to the Rio
Grande valley before migrating. Then in the winter,
after migrating some 8,000 kilometers, far from
imprinting on its wintering grounds, it traveled

Photo by Rachel Acker. . ]
another thousand kilometers over several months in
Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, and Argentina. This is a
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far cry from the normal model that we have of a bird
migrating between fixed wintering and breeding
areas.
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