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Thrushes led the list by families, 20% of the total, 
followed by warblers with 16% (compared to 29% 
in 2008), sparrows 15%, cardinals 13%, and tits 
12%, with mimids far behind at 8% (12% in 2008). 

Our oldest returns from prior years were a five-year­
old cardinal and a five-year-old catbird. A Cooper's 
Hawk, expertly retrieved by Jane, was the 121st 
species banded at our station. 
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This station is in a powerline right-of-way that 
bisects an upland deciduous forest. It has operated 
since 198'0, except in 2004-2006. In the 27 years of 
operation, more than 81 ,600 birds have been 
banded. Twenty-six nets are arrayed along 
approximately one-half mile that runs in an east­
west orientation. Dense four- to six-foot high 
shrubs dominate the habitat. As in 2007 and 2008, 
we operated seven days each in August and 
November and 14 days in September and October 
for a total of 42 days, generally on a M/W/F 
schedule. Nets were opened by dawn and closed 
about 3.5 hours later. 

A total of 1,902 birds of75 species were banded, up 
from 1,787 birds of75 species in 2008. Of the 1,730 
birds that were aged, 73% were HY. In 2008,74% 
wereHYand in2007, 58%wereHY. Families were 
represented as follows: sparrows 26%, warblers 
22%, kinglets 15%, mimids 13%, thrushes 8%, and 
vireos 7%. The relative percentage ofbandings by 
family did not fluctuate much compared to the past 
two years. Our Top Ten species accounted for 66% 
of all bandings compared to 64% for both 2007 and 
2008. Some warblers showed respectable increases 
over their 2007-2008 average: Black-and-white, 
Bay-breasted, Black-throated Green, Blue-winged, 
Chestnut-sided, Magnolia, and Ovenbird. Notable 
warbler species banded included four Bay-breasted 

and one each of Orange-crowned, Tennessee, and 
Worm-eating. 

Other highlights included: American Woodcock, 
Warbling Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Cedar 
Waxwing, and Yellow-billed Cuckoo. In Sep­
tember we banded the 80,000th bird of this fall 
migration monitoring effort. 

An HY Gray Catbird that we banded on 25 Sep was 
recaptured on 10 Oct at the North Folly Island 
Lighthouse in Charleston Harbor, SC. We had 465 
recaptures of 306 individual birds of 34 species. 
The earliest banded recapture was of a resident Blue 
Jay originally banded at Patuxent in 2002. In 
addition, we recaptured a Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
that we banded as an AHY on 27 Oct 2008 . This 
may be the first instance of this station's recapture 
of a kinglet banded in a previous season. 

Greatly assisting in this effort were: Sandy Teliak 
(who wrote this report), Mike Quinlan, Jo Anna 
Lutmerding, Woody Martin, and Bruce Peterjohn. 
Special thanks to Deanna Dawson who filled in as 
bander-in-charge on occasion. Our thanks also go to 
the many others who lent occasional assistance. 
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Foreman's Branch completed its twelfth fall 
banding season this year. While productivity was 
up slightly this year it was still the fourth lowest. 
Species diversity was down for the second year in a 
row and no new species was added to the banding 
li.st. Strong weather systems from the northwest 
were mostly absent while strong systems out of the 
southwest predominated, foreshadowing the snowy 
weather that was to come in the winter. 

Banding highlights include a record-breaking seven 
Green Herons, 14 Northern Saw-whet Owls, a 
record-high five Philadelphia Vireos from 6 Sep 
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