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13)  I recognize the existence of a weather-related emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

14) I need to seek out additional information to better understand this emergency 
situation.  
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

15) I believe that there are constraints or obstacles that limit my ability to evacuate. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

16) This emergency situation does not involve me. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

17) I have strong opinions about this emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

18) The local government provides the most accurate information about emergency 
situations. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

19) I trust information provided by the local government. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

20) I am personally affected by this evacuation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

21) I don’t believe this emergency situation is serious. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

22) I plan to seek out additional information on ways I can better prepare for this 
emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

23) I believe that I am not able to evacuate. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

24) I will actively seek more information about this emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

25) The local government is a credible organization. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

26) I have strong opinions about evacuation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
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Section II: Please answer the next set of questions to the best of your ability. 

 

Please place an ‘X’ on the line that best corresponds with your attitude toward the 
local government in this emergency situation. 

Bad ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Good 

Negative ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Positive 

 Incompetent ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Competent 

Not important ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Important 

 

 

 

Section III: Please answer the next set of questions that best applies to you. 

 

Sex: ______ Male     _____  Female 

 

Age: ______ 

 

Race: 

_____ Caucasian     

_____ Hispanic      

_____ African-American  

_____ Asian         

_____ American Indian      

_____ Pacific Islander    

_____ Other 
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Highest level of education you have completed: 

 

______ High School Graduate 

______ Some college 

______ Trade/technical/vocational training 

______ College Graduate 

______ Some postgraduate work 

______ Post graduate degree 

 

Type of dwelling: 

 

______ House 

______ Condo 

______ Townhouse 

______ Apartment 

______ Mobile home 

______ Other 

 

Do you have children? 

 

______ Yes     _____ No 

 

Are you a registered voter? 

 

______ Yes     _____ No 
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Do you have an elderly relative that would need your assistance in the case of an 

emergency? 

 

______ Yes     _____ No 

 

Thank you for your time. Have a great day.  
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Informed Consent to Participate in Research 

 

Protocol Title: Risk Communication 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please read this consent document carefully before you decide to participate in this study. 

My name is Andrew Gallo. I am a graduate student here at the University of South Florida. Thank 
you for taking time to participate in this study. Your participation is completely voluntary. There 
is no penalty for not participating.  

The purpose of this study is to get students to evaluate various messages. If you choose to 
participate, you will be asked to view several messages presented in the form of advisories. You 
will then be asked to answer a set of questions regarding the advisories. It will take about 15 
minutes to complete the entire questionnaire. You can stop at any time without penalty and you 
do not have to answer any question you do not wish to answer. 

All answers are confidential to the extent provided by law. There are no known risks associated 
with this study and there are no direct benefits to you for participation. No compensation will be 
provided for your participation. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Please read the following page and answer the questions. 
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Instructions: The majority of this questionnaire makes use of rating scales with seven 
places. Some of the questions may appear to be similar, but they do address somewhat 
different issues. Please read each question carefully, be sure to answer all items. Answer 
the questions to the best of your ability. 

Section I: Please answer the questions using the scale below. Please write the 
number that corresponds to your choice in the space preceding the question. 

 

1) Based on the weather advisory I read, I believe this situation qualifies as an 
emergency. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

2) I want to understand this emergency situation better. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

3) I cannot do anything about this emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

4) I do not have the ability to make a difference in the outcome of this emergency 
situation.  
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

5) I don’t want any more information about this emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

6) The National Weather Service has adequate expertise to handle this emergency 
situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

7) I do not understand this evacuation enough to do anything about it. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

8) The National Weather Service is a trustworthy organization. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

9) The National Weather Service is knowledgeable about emergency preparedness. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 

 
10) I am personally affected by this emergency situation. 

Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

11) I do not understand this emergency situation enough to do anything about it. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

12) This evacuation does not involve me. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
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13)  I recognize the existence of a weather-related emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

14) I need to seek out additional information to better understand this emergency 
situation.  
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

15) I believe that there are constraints or obstacles that limit my ability to evacuate. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

16) This emergency situation does not involve me. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

17) I have strong opinions about this emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

18) The National Weather Service provides the most accurate information about 
emergency situations. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

19) I trust information provided by the National Weather Service. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

20) I am personally affected by this evacuation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

21) I don’t believe this emergency situation is serious. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

22) I plan to seek out additional information on ways I can better prepare for this 
emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

23) I believe that I am not able to evacuate. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

24) I will actively seek more information about this emergency situation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

25) The National Weather Service is a credible organization. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
 

26) I have strong opinions about evacuation. 
Strongly Disagree  __1__  :  __2__  :  __3__  :  __4__  :  __5__  :  __6__  :  __7__  Strongly Agree 
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Section II: Please answer the next set of questions to the best of your ability. 

 

Please place an ‘X’ on the line that best corresponds with your attitude toward the 

National Weather Service in this emergency situation. 

 

Bad ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Good 

Negative ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Positive 

Incompetent ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Competent 

Not important ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ : ____ Important 

 

 

 

Section III: Please answer the next set of questions that best applies to you. 

 

Sex: 

______ Male     _____  Female 

 

Age: ______ 

 

Race: 

_____ Caucasian     

_____ Hispanic      

_____ African-American      

_____ Asian         

_____ American Indian      

_____ Pacific Islander    

_____ Other 
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Highest level of education you have completed: 

 

______ High School Graduate 

______ Some college 

______ Trade/technical/vocational training 

______ College Graduate 

______ Some postgraduate work 

______ Post graduate degree 

 

Type of dwelling: 

 

______ House 

______ Condo 

______ Townhouse 

______ Apartment 

______ Mobile home 

______ Other 

 

Do you have children? 

 

______ Yes     _____ No 

 

Are you a registered voter? 

 

______ Yes     _____ No 
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Do you have an elderly relative that would need your assistance in the case of an 

emergency? 

 

______ Yes     _____ No 

Thank you for your time. Have a great day. 
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Appendix B: Controls 

Veteran Meteorologist Becomes Leader at NOAA’s 
National Weather Service Office in Milwaukee 
May 23, 2009 

Stephen Brueske, a meteorologist with 24 years of forecasting experience, begins his 
duties today as meteorologist in charge at NOAA’s Milwaukee National Weather Service 
forecast office.   

“Steve has worked at a variety of National Weather Service locations and brings a wealth 
of weather forecasting knowledge that will serve the people of southern and southeastern 
Wisconsin well,” said Lynn P. Maximuk, director of the 14-state National Weather 
Service central region.  

Brueske’s National Weather Service experience includes serving as a radar instructor at 
the warning decision training branch in Norman, Okla.; a term as science and operations 
officer at the Charleston, S.C., forecast office; and meteorologist in charge at the Great 
Falls, Mont., forecast office. Prior to his selection to lead the Milwaukee office, he was 
deputy chief of the systems operations division at western region headquarters in Salt 
Lake City. 

“One of the most important duties for any meteorologist in charge is to make sure area 
residents are promptly informed of changing weather conditions. This forecast office has 
a very talented staff with long-standing relationships with local government, emergency 
managers and the media and I look forward to working with all our partners to provide 
accurate and timely weather forecasts and warnings,” Brueske said.  

Brueske earned his Bachelor of Arts in chemistry, with a minor in computer science, 
from Bethel University in Minnesota. He studied atmospheric science at Creighton 
University, and received his master’s degree in meteorology from Penn State University 
in 1990. Prior to joining NOAA he served eight years in the U.S. Air Force as a weather 
officer. 

NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of 
the ocean to the surface of the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine 
resources. 

Note: Media interested in arranging interviews with Steve Brueske may contact the 
Milwaukee weather forecast office in Dousman at 262-965-5061 ext. 726. 
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Hillsborough County News Release, May 2, 2009 
For Immediate Release    
 
For media use only: 
Willie Puz, Public Information Manager 
Communications 
Telephone: 813-307-8379 
Cellular Phone: 813-546-2086    
 

Official County Hurricane Guides Now Available 
 
Hillsborough County's Emergency Management team works year round to ensure we are 
ready to respond to a hurricane or any other type of disaster. And we want you to be 
prepared, too. 

The 2009 Hurricane Guide, the Official Guide for the Tampa Bay Area is now available 
at local post offices, with local fire stations and libraries receiving them in the coming 
weeks. This Official Hurricane Guide, both in English and Spanish, covers all aspects of 
hurricane preparedness, from knowing your evacuation zone and what to take should you 
need to evacuate, to advice for homebound patients and protecting senior citizens and 
your pets. A full list of County shelters, with addresses, is also provided. 

In addition, the Guide offers ten reminders on actions to take now that will help keep you 
and your family and pets safe. 

Another opportunity to get your hurricane preparedness questions answered is at the May 
31 Tampa Bay Hurricane Expo at the Museum of Science and Industry. This free event is 
co-sponsored by Hillsborough County and the City of Tampa. You can learn more about 
hurricane preparedness and the Tampa Bay Hurricane Expo at 
www.TampaBayHurricaneExpo.com. 

XXX 
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Hillsborough County Government Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

Hillsborough County Government Office 

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Please join 

the local             

government in 

evacuation efforts. 

Together we can 

protect the residents 

of our community. 

Your cooperation 

will ensure the 

safety of all        

residents as we   

prepare for the 

storm.  

Appendix C: Treatments  
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National Weather Service Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

National Weather Service                       

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Please join 

the National 

Weather Service in 

evacuation efforts. 

Together we can 

protect the residents 

of our community. 

Your cooperation 

will ensure the 

safety of all        

residents as we   

prepare for the 

storm.  
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Hillsborough County Government Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

Hillsborough County Government Office 

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Please check 

whether you reside 

in an evacuation 

zone and proceed to 

a safe destination. 

Our office has      

resources you may 

need to ensure your 

safety. If you need        

assistance, we will       

facilitate your       

evacuation. 
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National Weather Service Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

National Weather Service                      

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Please check 

whether you reside 

in an evacuation 

zone and proceed to 

a safe destination. 

Our office has      

resources you may 

need to ensure your 

safety. If you need        

assistance, we will       

facilitate your       

evacuation. 
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Hillsborough County Government Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

Hillsborough County Government Office 

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Current      

information          

indicates this storm 

may cause structural 

damage due to high 

winds, flash floods, 

storm surge and the 

possibility of         

tornados. 
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National Weather Service Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

National Weather Service                      

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Current      

information          

indicates this storm 

may cause structural 

damage due to high 

winds, flash floods, 

storm surge and the 

possibility of         

tornados. 
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Hillsborough County Government Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

Hillsborough County Government Office 

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make   

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. Local      

government values 

your safety. Please 

evacuate              

immediately. Our 

shelters still have 

plenty of room. 

Please don’t risk 

your life thinking 

you can ride out the 

storm at home.  
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Hillsborough County Government Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

Hillsborough County Government Office 
Tampa, FL �± 1:00 P.M. EDT �± Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 
was placed under a hurricane watch.         
Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 
within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-
northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 
is expected later today. The center of Jacob 
will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 
late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 
hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 
along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 
indicate that maximum sustained winds      
remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 
gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 
the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   
hurricane; the damage level could be          
extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 
storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 
coast can expect to experience above normal 
tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  
Currently, water levels along the coast have 
already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     
rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-
ern and central Florida.  
 
 
 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         
hurricane will make  
landfall in Tampa 
Bay in the next 36 
�K�R�X�U�V�����,�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W��

adhere to all 
evacuation       

warnings, those who 
stay in their homes 

will face certain 
death. There is no       

certainty that    
emergency rescue 
personal will be 

able to reach you if 
the situation         
deteriorates.  
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National Weather Service Hurricane Advisory 

Hurricane Jacob Intermediate Advisory 

National Weather Service                      

Tampa, FL – 1:00 P.M. EDT – Sept. 12, 2009 

At 1 p.m., Hillsborough County (Tampa Bay) 

was placed under a hurricane watch.         

Hurricane conditions are likely to occur 

within the next 36 hours.  

Hurricane Jacob is moving toward the east-

northeast near 12mph. A turn toward the east 

is expected later today. The center of Jacob 

will be near the entrance of Tampa Bay by 

late tomorrow. Because Jacob is a very large 

hurricane, weather will begin to deteriorate 

along the coastline soon.  

Data from Air Force reconnaissance planes 

indicate that maximum sustained winds      

remain near 115mph with pockets of higher 

gusts. Jacob is a category three hurricane on 

the Saffir-Simpson scale. This is a major   

hurricane; the damage level could be          

extensive.  

The storm is expected to produce a coastal 

storm surge up to 14 feet. Residents along the 

coast can expect to experience above normal 

tide and dangerous battering waves soon.  

Currently, water levels along the coast have 

already risen more than 3 feet. 

Hurricane Jacob is expected to produce     

rainfall amounts of 7 to 10 inches over west-

ern and central Florida.  
 

 

 

Hurricane JACOB 

A category three         

hurricane will make  

landfall in Tampa 

Bay in the next 36 

hours. If you don’t 

adhere to all 

evacuation       

warnings, those who 

stay in their homes 

will face certain 

death. There is no 

certainty that   

emergency rescue 

personal will be 

able to reach you if 

the situation         

deteriorates.  


