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ABSTRACT

We report three recoveries of Cooper's Hawks
banded in Lansing, M|, that suggest winter site
fidelity, and one additional recovery that suggests
breeding near the wintering location.

INTRODUCTION

Cooper's Hawks (Accipiter cooperij) commonly
breed in urban/suburban environments in the
Midwest (Rosenfield and Bielefeldt 1993, Kielb
1994, Rosenfield et. al. 1996, Kapler and Conrads
1997) and are also common winter residents,
utilizing prey attracted to bird feeders (Dunn and
Tessaglia 1994). However, little is known about
Cooper’s Hawk winter ecology and behavior, and
there is no information on fidelity to wintering areas

(Rosenfield and Bielefeldt 1993). Here we report
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band recoveries that provide evidence of winter
site fidelity.

METHODS

According to banding records provided by the Bird
Banding Laboratory (BBL), Knutsen banded 45
Cooper’s Hawks in or near Lansing, MI. With the
exception of a single bird banded in 1963, all were
banded between 1979 and 1996. Most bandings
took place during the period October through
March (Fig. 1). Birds were trapped for banding
using automatic bownets designed by Knutsen
(patented on 24 Jun 1958, P atent #2,839,867),
with European Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) and
Rock Pigeons (Columba livia) used as lures. Of the
45 banded, females predominated (n = 28, Fig. 1),
with equal numbers of adult and immature
females.

Vol. 29 No 3



| %
B—i ....
‘ =
7 o
B s
S & %
@ ] “
- 3
.é ]
4- L/
Z ? Immature Male
24
4 S W Adut Mate
] s
2] B B Immature Femald
p v.'.:
1 K [] Adut Femae
0]

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Jun
Month Banded

Fig. 1. Age, sex and month banded for 45 Cooper’s Hawks banded by Alfred D. Knutsen in or near Lansing, ML

To date, there have been five recoveries (Table 1), | Unfortunately, the exact distance between banding
all in Lansing, M, the same city where originally | and recovery locations cannot be determined
banded. All recovered individuals had beenbanded | because banding locations in the BBL data were
in January, February, or March; three were | recorded only to the precision of a 10-min latitude-
recovered in a subsequent winter, suggesting | longitude block. All recoveries occurred within the
fidelity to their wintering area. One adultfemalewas | 10-min block where banded. The diagonal
recovered during July, s uggesting that she may | distance across the 10-min block is approximately
have bred in the same area where she spent the | 21 km. The city of Lansing, however, encom-
winter. Rosenfield and Bielefeldt (1993) reported | passes only about 62% of the block, and the
two birds banded as breeders that were recaptured | maximum diagonal distance across Lansing is
in January within 5 km of their breeding locations. | 11.6 km. Thus, the recovery locations were likely
These three records suggest that some individuals | less than 10 km from the banding location.

winter in the vicinity of their breeding location.
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