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upper sides of the breast and on the rump, followed
by the back, tail coverts and dorsal wing coverts,
finally on the head where crown molt starts at the
base of the maxilla and works backward to
conclude on the nape. Wing covert replacement
can be complete before molting progresses to the
nape.

Some individuals can have renewed the wing
coverts and the body plumage (though still
possess sheaths at the bases of some of the
contour feathers) by as early as 18 Aug, while
others may be only in the early stages of this molt
by as late as 3 Sep. This bird at Island Beach was
not a case of temporally delayed molt, rather one
which had foregone all of the normal earlier stages
of body and covert molt and had completed only
the very last stages of head molt.

Robert P. Yunick
1527 Myron Street
Schenectady, NY 12309-4223

Slate-colored Junco
at Least Eight Years Old

During routine winter trapping on 12 Jan 2003 at
my home station, | trapped a Slate-colored Junco
(SCJU) which turned out to be eight years and five
months old, assuming | aged the bird correctly at
initial banding on 11 Mar 1995. At that time | had
judged it to be an SY male with a wing chord of 80
mm and gray-brown eye color.

A review of records showed the junco, #2131-
08870, was banded with a size 1 band. It was one
of 35 birds banded on that March date in 1995.
Repeat records showed that the bird was
encountered subsequently on 4 Jan 1997 and 2
Feb 1998, before it disappeared from the records.

At the recent encounter, the bird appeared to be in
good condition with no noticeable abnormalities,
except tail feathers were frayed. The bird weighed
23.9 g at 1410 hours. On the previously en-
countered dates, it weighed 22.8 g at 1100 hours on
4 Jan 1997 and 22.2 g at 0845 hourson 2 Feb 1998.
Weight was not recorded when first banded. The
“old” bird was released in fair weather (29° F) along
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with 11 newly banded SCJUs and three other
repeating juncos, banded in Feb 2000 and 2001.

A check of the banding office website, <www.pwrc/
usg.gov/bbl/homepage/longvree.htm> showed the
oldest known SCJU to be 10 yr 09 mo. This in-
formation was listed under AOU 4930-5020 and
was last updated February 2002.

Janet Shaffer

106 Rainsburg Mtn. Rd.

Bedford, PA 15522

814-356-3553
<jgshaffer@yellowbananas.com>

How Many Jelly Beans Are There
in The Jar?

Here is the winter feeder watcher’s equivalent of
“how many jelly beans are there in the jar?” How
many Downy Woodpeckers frequent the suet
feeders at the Thrush Wood Banding Station?

The general rule in censusing a resident bird
population is to select a three-month period in
which there is little or no movement into or out of
the area. In our case, we chose 26 Nov 2002
through 25 Feb 2003. Because of the severe and
persistent cold weather, it was possible to trap on
only 14 different days and for only a brief time each
day. Only tree traps could be used as it was too
cold/wet/snowy to use ground traps. No netting
was possible. o

So, how many different Downy Woodpeckers were
using the feeders? A very little hint: we often saw
five at a time. Another hint: we ususally caught
about 20 or 22 individuals each trapping day.

Answer: There were at least 62 downies in the
yard! Only once was a bird caught twice in one day.
Many were caught only one or two times during the
winter. Ten individuals were caught from seven to
nine times during the period. However, during the
next several sessions after 25 Feb, three more
individuals that had been banded in 1997, 1998,
and 2001, respectively, were caught as was an
unbanded bird. All four, and quite possibly others,
were probably out there all along.
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Of the 62 downies, 32 were males and 30 were
females—a pretty even split. Twenty-six were birds
that had fledged the preceeding summer (2002).
Seven had been fledged in 2001; six in 2000; two
in 1999; and two in 1997. These last two, if you
count on your fingers, are six years old. Some birds
which had been banded as adults originally could
not be aged more precisely.

There were a total of 292 captures during the 14

banding sessions. This illustrates the difference be-

tween a marked population and one that is visually
counted!

Ginger Bladen

172-3 Brush Hill Rd.

Lyme, CT 06371

<thrushwoodct@msn.com>

Downy Woodpecker
by George West
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Request for Data on
Recaptured Migrants

I am collecting information on site faithfulness of
songbirds to stopover sites. Specifically, | am
interested in songbirds that return to the site of
banding in subsequent years and whose breeding
and wintering grounds are at least 100 mi from the
banding site. Recapturing “good” transients during
migration is unusual; however, some banding
stations have encountered several returnsin only a
few years.

Because these data are rarely reported, collecting
this information is difficult. Anyone with recaptures
that might satisfy the criteria for a site-faithful
migrant is encouraged to submit records.
Information that | need are the specific location of
the banding site, the species, age and sex (if
known), dates of initial banding, and all subsequent
recaptures. For each species with a recapture, |
would also like to know how many birds of that
species have been banded at your station.

All information submitted will be appropriately
acknowledged in any publications. Please submit
records and address any questions to me at the
address below. Thank you very much for your
interest and assistance.

Scott Somershoe

USGS-Patuxent Wildlife Res. Center
2524 S. Frontage Rd. Suite C
Vicksburg, MS 39180

< scott_somershoe@usgs.gov>
Phone: 601-629-6628
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