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A New Longevity Record for 
the Magnolia Warbler 

A Magnolia Warbler (Dendroica magnolia)banded 
on 13 Jul 1993 and recaptured on 11 Jun 2000 
provides a longevity record for the species of 8 
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years and 0 months. The bird was a female, but 
when recaptured in 2000, its plumage was more 
typical of that associated with males. 

The bird was banded originally by Mark Dugdale 
with USFWS band number 1890-65086 on the left 

leg and a supplementary address band (Hussell et 
al. 1993) on the right leg at a MAPS (Monitoring 
Avian Productivity and Survivorship; see De Sante 
et al. 2000) site operated by the Thunder Cape 
Bird Observatory at Thunder Cape, Ontario 
(41ø18'N, 88ø56'W). At this time the bird was sexed 
as a female due to the presence of a heavily 
vascularized brood patch and typical female 
plumage. It was aged as a second year (SY), 
based on plumage. Flight feather wear was 
labeled heavy, indicative of an adult prior to its 
prebasic molt (Pyle 1997:465). With a well- 
developed brood patch this could not have been a 
hatch year bird. 

I recaptured #1890-65086 at lhe same site on 11 
Jun 2000, the first recorded recapture of this bird 
since its original banding. Based on plumage 
alone, I aged it in the field as after hatch year 
(AHY), due to mixed SY and ASY feathers. The 
rectrices were truncate, there were no molt limits 
among the wing coverts, and flight feather wear 
was light-all indicative of an ASY bird. By contrast, 
the primary coverts were tapered and abraded 
with no blue edging, features usually associated 
with the retained juvenile feathers of a SY bird 
(Pyle 1997:465). The bird was sexed as a female 
based on the presence of a vascularized brood 
3atch (Fig. 1). 

Fig. 1. Underside of Magnolia Warbler #1890-65086 
showing a vascuiarized brood patch and bold streaking 
of the underparts, 11 Jun 2000. (Photograph by Bruce 
Rodrigues) 
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Fig. 2. Front view of Magnolia Warbler #1890-65086, 11 
Jun 2000. (Photograph by Bruce Rodrigues) 

Upon initial examination in 2000, #1890-65086 
appeared to be a male based on plumage alone 
(Pyle 1997, Hall 1994). Its plumage better 
matched that of a typical SY male as described by 
Pyle (1997). Underparts had bold black streaking, 
lores and auriculars were black, and the crown 
was bluish-gray (Figs. 1 & 2). Black centers of 
feathers on the upperparts were similar to those of 
a SY male and some ASY females (Pyle 1997: Fig 
261F). Retrix 2 had a moderate amount of white, 
consistent with a SY male or ASY female (Pyle 
1997:Fig 264B). 

Based on Ontario nest records (Peck and James 
1987), #1890-65086 probably hatched in Jun 
1992. Following the arbitrary assumption of 
Klimkiewicz et al. (1983), however, I assume it 
hatched on or before 1 Jun 1992 and was at least 

8 years and 0 months old when I recaptured it in 
2000. This is 1 year and 1 month older than the 
currently accepted longevity record of 6 years 11 
months for a Magnolia Warbler (Peterson 1971, 
Klimkiewicz 2002). Some brighter females have 
been known to resemble SY males (Curson et. al 
1994). That this 8-year-old female had relatively 
bright plumage, similar to that of a SY male, 
indicates that such plumage may be characteristic 
of older female Magnolia Warblers. 
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