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BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
St. Petersburg Metropolitan
Section of the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women (NCNW)
held their 34 annual Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Leadership
Awards Breakfast Monday,
Jan 20 at the historic Coli-
seum.

In welcoming the more
than 1,000 attendees, Mayor

Rick Kriseman said his admin-
istration has “created a vision
of a city of opportunity where
the sun shines on all who
come to live, work and play.”

He went on to say that ad-
dressing systemic failures
starts with opening doors of
opportunity for all, and this ef-
fort will “help rectify some of
those transgressions.” Krise-
man acknowledged there is
much more work to do going
forward, “but it starts with a

bold vision.” 
The leadership breakfast is

the first stop for many on the
King Holiday. Day of Service
projects took place all around
the city later that day, but
Kriseman asked the audience
to look beyond the holiday.
Look for those who need help
throughout the year, such as
an elderly neighbor, a child
needing guidance or an empty
pantry.  

2020 
Interfaith 
Memorial
Service

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Held last
Sunday at First Baptist of St. Pe-
tersburg, the 2020 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Memo-
rial Service was themed “Vision
for Humanity in 2020.” 

Newly elected City Council-
woman Deborah Figgs-Sanders
presided over the afternoon while
Interfaith Tampa Bay president
Rev. Doral Pulley and First Baptist
of St. Petersburg Associate Pastor
John Rice offered opening re-
marks.

Civil rights attorney Hassan
Shibly headlined this year’s me-
morial service, speaking on defus-
ing antagonism, ignorance and
distrust through educating one
another to share a common hu-
manity. 

“Our diversity is a gift from
the most high,” he said. “[There
are] many nations and tribes, not
so that you hate each other, but so
that you learn from each other.”

Shibly emphasized that it is
not one’s outward form, nor their
wealth or titles held that deter-
mines success, but instead the
ability to take action and to help
those in need that determines self-
worth. By uplifting humanity,
fighting for the oppressed, and
striving to serve the purpose for
which we were created, people of
all races can achieve the goal set
forth by Dr. King so many years
ago. 

“An Arab has no superiority
over a non-Arab, nor does a white
person have any superiority over
a black person, nor a black person
any superiority over a white per-
son,” explained Shibly, who is also
the chief executive director of the

Assistant Professor of Theology and African American Religion at Yale University
Divinity School Rev. Dr. Eboni Marshall-Turman headlined the 34th annual MLK

Leadership Awards Breakfast on Monday at the historic Coliseum. 

34th annual MLK Leadership
Awards Breakfast

Civil rights attorney 
Hassan Shibly
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BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Each
year, the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Holiday weekend is kicked
off with the MLK Essay and
Oratorical Contest. In its 37th
year, once again, it attracted
some outstanding participants
that promise to make a signifi-
cant impact on the world in the
years to come.

“Believe me, some of these
kids have much to say, and
that’s what we want,” said Vir-
ginia Scott, president of the
Martin Luther King Commem-
orative Organization, Inc.

The organization welcomes
the unique insight provided by
participants and feels the con-
test is a way of gathering infor-
mation that adults need to
make better decisions. 

“If we don’t have our youth
to lead us in some way, we will

be without conversation.”
Thirty-seven years ago,

then-Governor Bob Graham
appointed then-AARP Execu-
tive Director Charlie Carol to
form a group of people who ex-
emplified the leadership of Dr.
King and who would create

events to honor his legacy. 
The group became known

as the St. Petersburg Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Commemora-
tive Organization, Inc., and
they organized events such as
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

See ESSAY,  page 9

Charlie Williams (left) and Virginia Scott (right)
congratulate essay contest winner Alexandrea Marie

Neely, last Thursday, Jan. 16 at the Enoch Davis Center.

See FAITH,  page 6

The 37th annual MLK Essay Contest
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Breaking

the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L. 
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
This week is a small

detour from Battle Scars
but just as vital.

My love and compas-
sion for the kids in our city
go back many years. Hav-
ing raised six here, we
have come to be some-
what knowledgeable about
the many obstacles that
are in place awaiting them.
Not all come from outside
forces.

The Apostle Paul
penned in Gal 4:16: “Have
I now become your enemy
by telling you the truth?”
(NIV).

I hear so often people
say “God still working on
me,” or “I ain’t there yet,”
or “I’m still a work in
progress.”  Really?  Over
30 years old and you don’t
get it. God stopped work-
ing on you a long time ago.
Read Acts 7:51.

It’s time that we realize
that we can’t tell God how,
when or with whom to
bless us.  Your season of
harvest might have al-
ready come and gone be-
cause of your
unwillingness to heed
God’s call or walk in obedi-
ence to His Word.

I have a statement for
all those that refuse to
change and adapt to new
beginnings or new direc-
tions: Show me the fruit.

Show me the fruit and
I will show you the faith.  If
you have factual evidences
that says what you are
doing is effectively produc-
ing positive, sustainable re-
sults then its working for
your good and the good of
the community. But, in the
past years, if it’s been the
same old status quo or got-
ten progressively worse,
please explain to me how
God is blessing it or is
okay with your stiff-necked
approach.

God is not a standstill
or backward moving God.
He’s progressively perpet-
ually moving forward.  He
may tell us from time to
time to be still because we
can be our own stumbling
blocks, but He is always
moving forward.  We have

to be proactive and not al-
ways reactive in our
thoughts and actions.
Proactive involves strate-
gic, creative and critical
thinking. Reactive is off the
cuff and can be very dan-
gerous and destructive.

I have been pro-
grammed to be a solution
seeker, not a problem
solver. If you give life to a
negative thought, idea or
suggestion, you have es-
sentially set yourself up for
more work than was origi-
nally necessary to accom-
plishing the mission.

The Bible is very clear
as to addressing our daily
warfare with Satan, “nei-
ther give place to the
devil,” “resist him and he
will flee from you.”  Simple,
right?  If that were the
case, we wouldn’t be in the
condition we are in today.

The church has been a
major contributor to the
constant decline in our
communities.  We are so
focused on who is right or
who is “preaching the
truth,” and so many doctri-
nal issues and a desire to
be entertained, that in the
process Satan and his min-
ions have crept in and im-
planted seeds of malice,
greed, self-righteousness,
selfish malcontent and a
multiple of so many other
deadly and destructive
weeds that have sprouted
up and choked all the holi-
ness and goodness in us
out of us.

I have the Holy Ghost
and a desire to keep re-
ceiving wisdom and my
Bible tells me if I lack it, all
I have to do is ask and he
will give it freely. (James
1:5)  He has also bestowed
upon me spiritual gifts and
I have no intentions of hav-
ing Him take them back.

I was raised Baptist,
studied for 10 plus years
the teachings of the World-
wide Church of God, first
baptized while a member
of the 2nd Street Church of
Christ in Winter Haven, in-
troduced to and listened to
many cassette tapes by
Minister Farrakhan while
fighting in Desert Storm,

followed Dr. Fred Price for
12 plus years weekly with-
out fail and for the past 11
years, been holiness/apos-
tolic. I know, tell me ‘bout
it.

I see why our kids are
so lost and confused.

Organizations have
their own by-laws, stan-
dards and principles in
conjunction to the one
most important daily living
manual, the Bible.  It’s as
though God didn’t foresee
certain issues so they had
to add these in for Him.
But read Rev. 22: 18-19.

Real soul winning re-
quires compassion and
empathy not just passion
and sympathy.  Many lead-
ers have forgotten that.
They want to regulate, dic-
tate, demand, command,
condemn, manage, con-
trol.

Jesus led with love, but
in the process, set stan-
dards and boundaries
whereby in following them
ensured positive desired
results.  No where in the
Bible did Jesus give us the
freedom to decide without
outlining the conse-
quences of those deci-
sions.  Sin has already
been judged and NO the
Bible DOESN’T say you
can’t judge. Matt 7: 1-.

I preached this past
Sunday from Luke 10: 30-
37 comparing the spirits of
the two men of God who
looked at the same need,
accessed it and then chose
to act like it didn’t exist or
felt it wasn’t important
enough to get involved.

While the third and
least likely of the three saw
that exact same need,
acted upon it and went
above and beyond that was
expected and ensured that
if what he initially did was-
n’t enough, he covered any
unforeseeable needs that
might occur in the far fu-
ture.

When we get there,
then we will start to see
God’s power in motion. 

Till next week,
God bless,
Bishop-Elect Robert L.

Harrison, Jr., PhD

Ok child of God, show me your godly fruit (faith/works)

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, February 1, 2020

2:00 PM
Please join the Gibbs High School

Hall of Fame Committee
Celebration Honoring

Coach
Freddie

Dyles
Keynote Speaker: Coach Daniel Wright
For additional information please contact:

Ray Tampa (727) 900-3314
Minson Rubin (727) 321-9013
Pop Lancaster (727) 688-0841



BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Playwright George
Brant's "Marie and
Rosetta" at freeFall The-
atre through Feb. 16 is a
joyful examination of the
musical genius and
"mother" of rock and roll,
gospel and blues – Sister
Rosetta Tharpe – and her
partnership with singer
and pianist Marie Knight.

Directed by Lydia
Fort, the production tri-
umphs with lean produc-
tion values, successfully
highlighting the easy, hu-
morous, and soulful por-
trayals of the play's two
characters by actors Il-
leana Kirven as Sister
Rosetta and Hillary
Scales-Lewis as Marie
Knight. It deserves men-
tion upfront that both ac-
tors sing and play piano
and guitar themselves,
lending to an authentic
concert-feel throughout.

In her director's note,
Fort states, "Growing up,
I knew that while Elvis
was lauded as the progen-
itor of Rock 'n' Roll, Little
Richard, and Chuck
Berry were there leading
the way in its nascent
stage. It was a source of
pride to know that African
Americans had a signifi-
cant impact in the birth of
this remarkable musical
genre. But now we know
that Sister Rosetta

Tharpe, a Black woman,
was, in fact, the real pio-
neer of that guitar sound
we know as Rock 'n' Roll."

Kirven's opening
night performance was
astonishing both because
she had stepped into the
role only four days earlier
due to an emergency, as
well as to her flawless per-
formance of a lovely and
gutsy Tharpe. She con-
vincingly reveals Tharpe's
deeply held belief in both
the power of gospel music
alongside her insistence
that joy is a vital compo-
nent of communicating
music's God-given power.

Scales-Lewis' perform-
ance of Marie Knight's
transformation from a
humble gospel backup
singer to Sister Rosetta's
piano-playing, co-vocalist
is remarkable. It is
through Knight's obvious
reluctance to "swing" –
both her hips and on the
piano -- that we under-
stand Tharpe's dilemma
as a church-raised musi-
cian with a rhythm and
blues soul, who scared off
much of her gospel fol-
lowing through her musi-
cal bravado.  As the duet's
pianist, Scales-Lewis also
played most of the
evening's music.

Kirven, as the guitar-
wielding Tharpe, donned
an electric guitar -- that
seemed as tall as she was
-- to strum and sing
Tharpe's first true popular

crossover hit, "Strange
Things Happening Every
Day." The first gospel to
chart on Billboard's
Harlem Hit Parade, the
song was considered by
some to be the very first
rock and roll recording
and serves as Tharpe's fi-
nale in the production.

The play deals head-
on with the racism
Tharpe and Knight expe-
rienced on the road, in-
cluding southern
cruelties such as being
forced to sleep in funeral
homes since Jim Crow's
abhorrent policies barred
blacks from staying in ho-
tels. 

In fact, the entire
play's single set holds two
caskets alongside the
piano – symbolic not only
of the dire circumstances
which blacks of the pe-
riod found themselves in,
but also invoking the
play's deeper spiritual
themes: heaven, or one's
"final resting place."

However, the play's
light-hearted attitude to-
wards men and husbands,
or "squirrels," seems to
pass over the contempo-
rary assertions of the love
affair between Tharpe
and Knight. Anyone who
hadn't read or known
about the romance – an
open rumor within the
gospel world of the time –
probably wouldn't pick up
any indication of sexual
relations between the

two.
Brant's writing only al-

ludes to Tharpe's obvious
attraction to Knight
through general compli-
ments about her beauty. It
would probably necessi-
tate prior knowledge of
the suspected affair to
read much into the pro-
duction's few moments of
intense gazing, gentle
hand-holding, and a kiss
that, because of its timing,
belies any clear reference
to more than a close
friendship.

The play refers to
some of Tharpe's real-life
fans such as Elvis Presley

and indicates that an up-
and-coming Mahalia Jack-
son was waiting in the
wings to steal Tharpe's
singular status as the
most popular female
recording star of her day.  

Since the play's 2016
premiere, Tharpe was
posthumously inducted
into the Rock 'n' Roll Hall
of Fame in 2018. In recent
years, much has been
made of Tharpe's impact
on almost every record-
ing giant that came along-
side or after her, including
Chuck Berry, Johnny
Cash, Aretha Franklin,
Little Richard and Eric

Clapton, to name only a
few.

Please hurry up and
catch this easy-to-love
evening of show-tapping
sounds and delightful per-
formances before it
moves to Gainesville' Hip-
podrome Theatre (which
co-produced the play with
freeFall)!

"Marie and Rosetta" is
at freeFall Theatre, 6099
Central Ave., St. Peters-
burg, until Sunday, Feb.
16.  Call 727-498-5205 or
visit freefalltheatre.com.

To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweekly-
challenger.com

Gospel, rock and roll, R&B innovator Sister Rosetta Tharpe examined 
in musical evening at freeFall Theater 
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess

Denise Wright of Matters of
the Heart Radio Ministry is
looking forward to you being
a guest on her global radio
broadcasting network on 99.1
FM JAMS.  

Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcast-
ing for the past 16 years lo-

cally and internationally, all
the way into Jamaica. 

For additional information
about scheduling a guest in-
terview or promoting your
business, book, music cd or
non-profit organization, please
contact me 727-488-8818 or
princessdenise.8818@yahoo.c
om

Radio Personality Princess
Denise Wright of Matters of
the Heart Radio Ministry is
looking forward to you being
a guest on her global radio
broadcasting network on 99.1
FM JAMS.  Matters of the
Heart Radio Ministry has
been broadcasting for the past
16 years locally and interna-

tionally, all the way into Ja-
maica.  For additional infor-
mation about scheduling a
guest interview or promoting
your business, book, music cd
or non-profit organization,
please contact me 727-488-
8818 or princess-
denise.8818@yahoo.com



Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations Florida.

“The only thing that
separates you is your
service to others, your
sincere actions.”

Shibly believes re-
gardless of religious de-
nomination, if
worshippers were to com-
bine their traditions and
learn to interact with each
other, humanity would be
better off. By choosing to
love others as we would
ourselves or our children,
society will see fewer dis-
agreements and instead
create a source of passion
that can work toward the
betterment of humanity.

He took the discussion
one step further and pro-
posed it wasn’t enough to
not be racist, a statement
that rings true with Dr.
King’s message that it
isn’t the words of our ene-
mies that we remember,
but the silence of our
friends. 

“If you are truly an-
tiracist, what are you
doing to fight racism day

in and day out,” he asked.
“Today is not only a re-
minder of the beauty of
our diversity, but it’s also
a reminder that sacrifice
is a necessary price to pay
to protect our ability to
celebrate diversity.” 

Shibly believes people
are tested with the free-
dom to be racist, to op-
press, to hurt and be
greedy because that also
means they have the op-
portunity to sacrifice by
fighting racism, poverty,
and injustice in the world. 

“When we are willing
to sacrifice, we can do
what it takes to create the
change that is needed to
make the world a better
place.”

Shibly urged those in
attendance to bring their
daughters, sons, and
grandchildren to the
event next year so they
can be educated in the
history of how many sac-
rificed not only their
sweat and blood but also
their life to bring about
equality. To be able to

drink from the same
water fountains, eat at the
same table as whites, and
sit where they wanted on
public transportation
were the building blocks
to the dream of true
equality. 

Readings and prayers
for peace, justice, love,
and hope came from Rev.
Andy Oliver, pastor of Al-
lendale United Methodist
Church (Christian), Rabbi
Philip Weintraub, congre-
gation B’Nai Israel (Jew-
ish), Rev. Dr. Frank
Tedesco (Buddhist), Sepi-
deh Eskandari, Baha’i
Community and Rob
Howland, St. Petersburg
Meeting (Quaker). 

Courtney Erickson,
co-founder of Sew Much
Hope, was this year’s re-
cipient of the annual love
offering (passing the
plate). Her organization is
a community group and
social enterprise founded
on the principles of social
justice and the necessity
of hope for all. 

Sew Much Hope is a
co-op made of women
who are refugees from
the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Ethiopia and
the volunteers who have
taught them how to sew.
They all work together to
make and sell women’s
accessories such as totes,
purses and necklaces
made from upcycled
items. 

Even though they just
recently started selling
their products, the group
has been meeting for
more than two years,
practicing sewing skills
needed to launch their
business concept, practic-
ing English and building
friendships. 

The offering was ear-
marked for the organiza-
tion, but one of its
member’s 11-year-old-
brother was hit by a car
last Friday. He sustained a
broken back, and as of
Sunday was in intensive
care. 

The Sew Much Hope
member belongs to a sin-
gle-parent household
where the mother re-
cently lost her job. Since
the family is in desperate
need to cover basic neces-
sities, proceeds from the
collection went to a fund

to help the family.  
Closing remarks were

given by Imam Abdul
Karim Ali of the Tampa
Bay Area Muslim Associ-
ation, and songstress
Keisha Prime provided
musical presentations.
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VISION, from front page

Vision for Humanity in 2020

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. celebrates 100 years
ST. PETE BEACH –

The members of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority, Inc., are ex-
cited to announce they
turned 100 years old  on
Jan. 16. Helping local chap-
ter members celebrate
their centennial, chapters
of the Divine 9 were pres-
ent at the Dolphin Beach
Resort last Thursday.

Founded by five
women on Jan. 16, 1920,
on the campus of Howard
University, Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority Inc. members

focus on scholarship, serv-
ice, sisterhood and finer
womanhood. The Jan. 16
celebration of local chapter
Zeta Gamma Zeta featured
a program honoring some
of the sorority members, a
tribute to their founders,
speakers and other enter-
tainment.   

This international
sorority focuses on social
causes that include the
March of Dimes, Relay for
Life, elder care, youth in-
volvement, and many

other worthy causes to aid
the community, the coun-
try and the world. The in-
ternational centennial
celebration was also held
in Washington, D.C., last
week,  while  founder’s
day, a week of business,
and another celebration
will be held in the nation’s
capital this coming June. 

Lisa Wilson, St. Pete
native and veteran Pinellas
County teacher, serves as
Zeta Gamma Zeta’s presi-
dent.

First Baptist of 
St. Petersburg

Associate Pastor 
John Rice

Councilwoman
Deborah Figgs-

Sanders presided over
the afternoon.

Keisha Prime provided two musical presentations. 

CONNECT WITH US!
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Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more 
than skin deep.

Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners

brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set 
Silk Press starting at $50

Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND 

CREMATIONS, INC
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH 
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND

COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM  

Opportunities to participate in Literacy Week
PINELLAS COUNTY –

Part of a statewide cam-
paign to promote the im-
portance of early literacy,
the Early Learning Coali-
tion of Pinellas (ELC) cel-
ebrates “Literacy Week”
in Pinellas the week of
Jan. 27-31. 

Community leaders,
philanthropists and volun-
teers are invited to read
with the county’s
youngest learners at
more than 300 preschools
throughout the county.
As part of this celebra-
tion, the ELC will be do-
nating hundreds of books
to early learning
providers.  

“Nowadays, children
are expected to start
kindergarten with basic
reading skills. Without

fostering this skill during
their earliest formative
years, we risk our com-
munity’s children strug-
gling as they enter the
school system,” said Rosa
Rivera, director of com-
munity engagement. “We
hope that the enthusiasm
for books and reading
shown by our guest read-
ers positively influences
the children we support.” 

If interested in
reading: ELC hosts guest
readers at various sites
throughout the week,
with each visit approxi-
mately 30 minutes. Read-
ers include local
philanthropists, business
and nonprofit leaders,
elected officials, first re-
sponders and more. For
information, contact

Camille Eckrem, quality
programs supervisor at
CEckrem@ELCPinellas.o
rg or 727-400-4457. 

If interested in spon-
soring: Help the ELC pur-
chase books for childcare
providers and support ef-
forts to enhance early edu-
cation. For information,
contact Rosa Rivera, direc-
tor of community engage-
ment at 727-400-4430 or
RRivera@ELCPinellas.org. 

“Raising Readers” ex-
plains that the develop-
ment of “early literacy
skills makes it easier for
children to learn to read.
Children who enter
school with these skills
have an advantage that
carries with them
throughout their school
years. However, more

than 1 in 3 American chil-
dren enter kindergarten
without the skills they
need to learn to read.”

The Early Learning

Coalition of Pinellas
County is a nonprofit
agency focused on high-
quality early care and edu-
cation – working with

families and childcare
providers to prepare chil-
dren to enter kindergarten
ready to succeed – in school
and in life. 
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ST. PETE CELEBRATES DR. KING
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MLK PARADE 2020
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AWARDS, from front page

34th annual MLK Leadership Awards Breakfast



Leadership Breakfast, the
MLK Candlelight Vigil, In-
terfaith Memorial Service,
and of course, the MLK
Essay and Oratorical Con-
test — all of which are
going strong today. 

Students from schools
all across St. Pete are en-
couraged to send entries
in each year. More than
100 submissions are typi-
cally received, read
through and whittled
down to a handful.  

Judges Arcilous
Mincey, Hillsborough
County School educator,
Shelia Lamb, retired edu-
cator, Jacquilin Wallace,
retired educator and Sepi-
deh Eskandari,, Esq. had
a difficult task choosing a
winner. All five finalists
were on top of their
games, had done their re-
search, and were passion-
ate about the subject.

Alexandrea Marie

Neely, a ninth-grader at
Gibbs High School, took
top prize for her outlook
on the prompt: If Rev.
King had 20/20 vision into
the future, which of his
principles do you think he
would consider most rele-
vant to present-day immi-
gration issues and why?

She chose to highlight
his second principle,
which focuses on the art
of nonviolence and how it
cultivates friendship and
understanding, with the
result being redemption
and reconciliation. Nonvi-
olent interactions, accord-
ing to Dr. King, will bring
about the creation of the
Beloved Community. 

Today, King’s second
principle holds relevance
concerning modern-day
immigration practices.

“The struggle of immi-
grants is often overlooked

and misunderstood,” said
Alexandrea. She believes
seeking a broader under-
standing of personal hard-
ships is the first step in
solving many of the coun-
try’s most prominent polit-
ical debates. 

“Instead of compas-
sion, they are greeted
with the promise of
tearstained pillowcases as
they are put indefinitely
into confinement.”

For her efforts, she
was awarded the $200
grand prize, the chance to
showcase her oratorical
skills once more at the In-
terfaith Memorial Service
held last Sunday at First
Baptist Church of St. Pe-
tersburg and two tickets
to the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership
Breakfast held on Mon-
day at the Coliseum.

The first runner up,
Jack Gaulter, received

$100; Victoria Hunter, the
second runner up, took
home $75. Fourth place
went to Jamie Flournoy,
and fifth place went to A.J.
Pope.

Entertainment for the
evening was provided by

creative dancer Soraiya
Edwards, a student at
James B. Sanderlin IB
World School.

Sponsors for the event
included Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. Theta Eta
Lambda Education Foun-

dation, City of St. Peters-
burg Parks and Recre-
ation Department, the St.
Petersburg Police Depart-
ment Forfeiture Grant
Program, the Packer Fam-
ily Foundation and others.
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ESSAY , from front page

The 37th annual MLK Essay Contest

(L-R) A.J. Pope, Jack Gaulter, Alexandrea Marie Neely,
Victoria Hunter, Jamie Flournoy

Judges (L-R) Shelia Lamb, Jacquilin Wallace, 
Sepideh Eskandari and Arcilous Mincey

Alexandrea Marie Neely giving her award-winning speech at the
Interfaith Memorial Service held last Sunday at First Baptist Church.

AWARDS, from front page

34th annual MLK Leadership Awards Breakfast

“I want you to serve.
Serve in the name of Dr.
King; served in the name
of your city of opportu-
nity, serve in the name of
kindness, compassion
and empathy.”

Thelma Bruce, presi-
dent of the Metropolitan
Section of NCNW, echoed
Mayor Kriseman, saying
she hopes the remem-
brance of Dr. King will be
a catalyst to stir people
into the action of service. 

Local historian, colum-
nist, and president of the
St. Petersburg African
American Heritage Asso-
ciation Gwendolyn Reese
took over the reins as mis-
tress of ceremony. She
weaved historical factoids
and personal experience
throughout the morning,
which helped the pro-
gram transition effort-
lessly.   

“I truly wish that you

could see what I see when
I look out in this room.
Not that many years ago,
I would not have had the
same picture I have today.
Not that many years ago,
black people could not
come to the Coliseum, but
thanks to Dr. Martin
Luther King, his work, his
life, we are now sitting
here together.” 

Keynote speaker As-
sistant Professor of Theol-
ogy and African American
Religion at Yale Univer-
sity Divinity School Rev.
Dr. Eboni Marshall-Tur-
man noted how tenuous
black lives are in a coun-
try that values them so lit-
tle. 

She said as we cele-
brate the life and love of
Dr. King, we have to re-
member that the same
logic of white suprema-
cists and Christian nation-
alism that shot him “down

like a dog on a Memphis
balcony” is still in exis-
tence today. 

Marshall-Turman re-
cited stark statics that
proves America still has,
what the 1903 book of es-
says by prominent black
writers called, “A Negro
Problem.” 

For instance, one-third
of American children live
in poverty, and although
African Americans consti-
tute roughly 13 percent of
the U.S. population, 40
percent of those children
living in poverty are
black.  

She said our children
are threaten by educa-
tional apartheid in the
year 2020 that nullifies
Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion when “white flight
and the privatization of
American education –
much like the privatiza-
tion of the prison indus-

trial complex – have left
poor children who are dis-
proportionately black and
brown in separate and un-
equal educational facili-
ties” that are overtasked,
understaffed and under-
funded. 

Those same over-
tasked, understaffed, and
underfunded schools are
targets for the school-to-
prison pipeline that uses
their data to project how
many prison beds they’ll
need in the future. 

Statics prove that
African Americans do not
commit the most crimes,
take or sell the most
drugs, sell the most guns,
and are not the most vio-
lent offenders. Yet, black
people are over-repre-
sented in America’s
prison system.

M a r s h a l l - T u r m a n
asked if anyone has read
the U.S. Constitution,

where it says slavery has
been abolished except for
reason of punishment for
a crime. 

“The fact of the matter
is that there are more
black people in jail today
than were enslaved in the
1860s,” she said.

She listed a number of
young black men and
women who are now
household names be-
cause of the way they
were killed such as 17-
year-old Trayvon Martin
for walking home from
the store, 17-year-old Jor-
dan Davis for listening to
music in his car, 19-year-
old Renisha McBride for
seeking help after a car
accident and Eric Garner
for being asphyxiated
while being arrested for
apparently no reason. 

M a r s h a l l - T u r m a n
likened those modern
deaths to the 1955 slaying

of 14-year-old Emmett Till
for looking a white
woman in the face; the
three young girls killed in
the 1963 16th Street Bap-
tist Church bombing, Jim-
mie Lee Jackson for
attending a peaceful vot-
ing rights march and
“thousands of unnamed
negroes lynched from the
redwood forests to the
gulf stream waters.”

“When you compound
the realities of our time…
our children are hungry,
when they go to unequal
schools, they have been
targeted by the evil
machination of a prison
industrial complex that
has already incarcerated
many of their loved ones,
while living in a commu-
nity where black lives do
not matter,” Marshall-Tur-
man preached.

CONNECT WITH US!
W W W . T H E W E E K L Y C H A L L E N G E R . C O M
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CHURCH NEWS
First Baptist Institutional Church

3144 Third Avenue South, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Phone: 727-323-7518

955 20th Street South   •   St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org   
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School   9:30 a.m.
Praise Time   10:45 a.m.

Morning Worship   10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live - 

Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family
REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,

PASTOR

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers

to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.

Senior Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554  •  Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com   Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House To The City”

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.

Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911

www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship* 

10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

(except Wednesdays)

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. 
For more information about the other services and 

ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
Church Of Christ

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)          ..........8:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship               ..........9:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship                .........6:00 p.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday              ..........7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class           ..........7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class    ........10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class         ............7:00 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712

(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712

727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

YOUR CHURCH AD 
COULD BE HERE!

Contact: 
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Keep Trusting in God

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Keep trusting in GOD as you journey through;

Life’s ups and downs, HE will see you through.

Keep trusting in GOD as our Ancestors did;

They trusted in HIS promises and survived the
grid.

Of a life of pain and torment, a life unjust and
cruel;

Trusting their faith in GOD, knowing their
strength would be renewed.

Keep trusting in GOD and your faith will be
strong.

Our Forefathers trusted in GOD, we heard
strength in their songs.

Songs of hope and faith that our GOD was still
there;

Watching and holding them with HIS gentle care.

Keep trusting in GOD, we have come from so far;

Our faith is in JESUS and our strength is in our
GOD.

Keep trusting in GOD, let the Holy Spirit guide
you;

Allow peace and HIS grace to always rest upon
you.

The shoulders we stand on prove that truth sets
you free;

A mind stayed on JESUS is what one must be.

Keep trusting in GOD, for HIS promises are true;

Keep hoping in GOD, HE will make you brand
new.

Only HE can set all captives free;

Keep trusting in GOD with HIS grace and mercy.

Teach our children GOD’s wisdom while we are
in this place.

We are grateful to realize the blessing of being,
GOD’s delivered and chosen race”

Keep Trusting in GOD with steadfast faith.

Keep Trusting in GOD

HE will honor your faith.”

AMEN

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord.”

Jeremiah 17:7 KJV
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CHURCH NEWS

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCHST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 321-6631  •  www.stmarkch.org

Schedule of Services

Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone:  727-327-0015 • Fax:  727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net

Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank  W.
Peterman, Jr.

Pastor

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

“One God and Father of
all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all
(Ephesians 4:6).”

Each person is a unique
expression of God. Differ-
ences in personality, race, gen-
der, culture, orientation,
religion, family dynamics, edu-
cational level and socio-eco-
nomic status exist for you to
see the unity and equality of all
people to create harmony in all
relationships.  You have more
things in common with other
people than in contrast with
them. Getting to know others’
uniqueness helps you discover
how alike you really are. 

Jesus Christ, as
Wayshower, saw his oneness
with the Samaritan Woman
and Jacob’s Well was the per-
fect place for them to meet
(John 4:1-25). Traditionally,
men and women of that time
did not have one-on-one con-
versations unless they were re-

lated. Jesus did not let their
gender differences stand in
the way of them connecting.
Although he was a Jew and
she was a Samaritan, Jesus
made a conscious choice to es-
tablish a rapport with her. He
did not allow their religious dif-
ferences to be a barrier to their
relationship.  Even though the
woman had several sexual
partners, Jesus did not allow
her sexual experiences to be a
wall between them. The King-
dom of God is a kingdom of
unity and equality and Jesus is
the king of that Kingdom.
Jesus operated in this con-
sciousness of harmony with
the Samaritan woman and
everyone he encountered. In
his cry for liberation and coop-
eration with all, the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. contin-
ued the legacy of the King of
kings (I Timothy 6:15).

You are exactly where you
are supposed to be in every

area of your life. Based on
upon your Divine Placement,
your path intersects with other
people. At the point of intersec-
tion, you have the choice to
connect or to disconnect.
When you choose to focus on
the differences, connecting is
a challenge. When you are
conscious of the Truth that
you are a spiritual being and
that the same breath of God
that is in you is in all humanity,
you connect easily and create
harmonious relationships with
all people (Ephesians 4:1-6).  

Reflection Question –
What groups or groups of peo-
ple are challenging for you to
connect to? Why?

Connection Activity – Be
aware of your path intersecting
with someone who is obvi-
ously different from you.
Make a conscious choice to
have a conversation with that
person to learn more about
them.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY, 
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Harmony, the King Legacy 

v

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship.......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life 

7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and

teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net

Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

St. Mark MBC
When Sanballat the

Horonite, and Tobiah the
servant, the Ammonite,
heard of it, it grieved them
exceedingly that there was
come a man to seek the wel-
fare of the children of Israel.
But when Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah the
servant, the Ammonite, and
Geshem the Arabian, heard
it, they laughed us to scorn,
and despised us, and said,
What is this thing that ye
do? will ye rebel against the
king?  Nehemiah 2:10; 19

The new year brought a
new series for the first
quarter of 2020 from Pastor
Brown entitled ‘In 20’.  Sun-
day’s message asked the
scripture text: ‘What should
we look out for that might
stop our momentum in 20’?
The text introduces us to
the characters which give
us answers to the question,
‘Sanballat the Horonite’,
‘Tobiah the Servant and the
Ammonite’ and ‘Geshem
the Arabian’.  

With these names Pas-
tor Brown expounded on

these three things we need
to look out for in ‘20’ that
might stop our momentum.
The first thing we are to
look out for is Sanballat.
Sanballat’s name refers to
‘an enemy in secret’.  In ‘20
Your Past Will Come Up.
We should remember that
all of us have a past and
there may be those in our
present who want to re-
mind us of our past.   In
spite of this we must keep
in mind that our past is de-
pendent upon our present
activity. Only we can
change our past and it’s up
to us to overcome our past
by changing what we do in
our present.  The second
thing we are to look out for
is ‘Tobiah’ and where To-
biah was from ‘Ammon’.
Tobiah means ‘good’ and
Ammon means ‘hidden
one’.  In ’20 Your Pride Will
Come Out.  We were re-
minded that pride is in all of
us and can get the best of
us.  Pride has the potential
to wreck our future.  Pride
can make us think we have

something to prove.  We
can give people all the facts,
but they still draw their
own conclusions.  Jesus is
the only one to affirm our
lives.  Lastly, we need to
look out for Geshum.
Geshum means ‘rain’
which can bring unex-
pected problems.  In ’20
Some Problems Will Come
In.  Problems know all of
us.  We can’t stop the rain
from falling but we can
make preparation for the
rain.  Problems come with
life, but we can be grateful
that we serve a God who
knows how to manage
problems.  No matter what
the problem may be, God is
able to do all but fail.  We
need to stop fighting prob-
lems and give them over to
God.  

We invite you to begin
your Sunday mornings
with us in Sunday School at
9:30 a.m. and  worship serv-
ice at 10:45 a.m.  Weekly
bible studies are held on
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.
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Annual celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,

and Math in a free, family-friendly outdoor festival. 

Saturday, January 25 10am-2pm

For more info or to RSVP visit www.stpetesteamfest.com
or call 727-522-2111.

Wonder Studio

Shorecrest Preparatory School 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703

SPONSORED BY

Hosted at

35+ BOOTHS INCLUDING:  
Robotics Demonstrations
Hands-on Technology Exploration 
Design and Engineering Challenges

Mad Scientist Games
Individual and Group Arts Activities
Dedicated Preschool Area for Young Children

* We love furry, four-legged friends, but they are not allowed on campus. Please keep pets at home.

Admission is free with the donation of 
a canned good or personal hygiene supplies
benefitting the St. Pete Free Clinic.

FEATURING
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