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Dr. Paul McRae

Melissa “Chef Melly” Gardner attracts foodies from as far off as Orlando to her
gourmet food truck. Along with her mother, Michelle, (right) and grandmother,
Thelma, the family venture is a recipe for success.

Three Generations
gourmet food truck
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer
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Unity through
Reparations

ST. PETERSBURG —
Looking for good Cajun fish
and grits, grilled bone-in truffle butter ribeye or delicious
parmesan fries? No need to
head to a gourmet restaurant
— the gourmet restaurant will
simply come to you.
The Three Generations
food truck, to be exact.
Melissa Gardner, affectionately known as Chef Melly to
many, has been operating her
food truck for six months now
and her flavorsome cuisine
has attracted quite a following.
Gardner, 28, graduated

from St. Petersburg College
where she earned a bachelor’s
in Information Technology
and Management and became
a software engineer. Yet she always found herself drawn to
cooking, and even made appearances as guest chef for
special events at renowned
local restaurants like Callaloo
on 22nd Street South. In time,
Gardner set up her own tent
and served her savory street
food outdoors on weekends.
“I would do a Saturday pop
up,” Gardner explained. “I
would just pop up in a tent, and
we would just cook.”
Word of her pop-ups
started attracting attention,

Charlotte Johnson
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

and customers would come
from all over St. Pete and beyond to sample Gardner’s cuisine.
“We would wake up on a
Saturday morning and say,
‘Hey we’re going to be here,’”
Gardner said, “and the people
in the city would come out.
We’d have customers coming
from Tampa, Bradenton, Polk
County, Sarasota —everywhere!”
Not long after, Gardner decided to trade in the florescent
lighting for the natural sunshine. She quit her engineering office job, secured a food
truck and turned her attention
See FOOD, page 2
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Your stories matter

Basquiat, Purvis Young, Vodou flags
at Tampa Museum of Art
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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TAMPA – “Ordinary/Extraordinary: Assemblage in
Three Acts,” an expansive collection of work at the Tampa
Museum of Art, offers the perfect opportunity to immerse
yourself in an array of differentiated visions from the African
diaspora.
Jean-Michel Basquiat:
One Master Artist / Two
Masterpieces is only on view
through Nov. 10, so you don’t
have much time to catch the
two works on display by this
well-loved African-American
imaginative painter, hailing
from Brooklyn and the Lower
East Side of New York City.
Basquiat, who was only 27
when he died of an overdose in
1988, left a body of work that
evokes a folk-magic-mélange
of influences. Seemingly-butnever-random (at least to him)
phrases, names and numbers
often grace his sometimes
sparsely, sometimes densely
layered abstract figures. His

Immerse yourself in an expansive collection
showcasing three viewpoints from the
African diaspora at TMA’s current exhibits
subject matter spanned musical and sports heroes to police
brutality and social commentary.
The young Haitian American’s magical language, the
urban-punk-hip-hop aesthetic
is on view with two of his
pieces, Yellow Door (1985) and
Untitled (Word on Wood)
(1985). As the subject of films,
including Basquiat and the
documentary The Golden

Child, Basquiat’s almostmythic status in the American
imagination resonates loudly
even through these two works.
In a glorious unveiling of
Liberty City native Purvis
Young’s prolific output, Purvis
Young: 91, on view through
Jan. 26, 2020, assembles a
giant wall covered by dozens
of the 91 works on exhibit.

ST. PETERSBURG —Charlotte
Johnson was not sure what her
uncle Edward was thinking when
he introduced her to the world of
dance as a little girl, but she is glad
he did.
At the tender age of seven,
young Charlotte had no idea what
the future held for her. She didn’t
know how much dedication, determination, and perseverance she
would need to realize her dream of
becoming a dancer. She had no
clue the criticism, negativity or
days spent crying that would come
along with training for the big
stage and professional journey.
“Here I am today a woman that
has encountered so many obstacles just to be able to embrace the
stage,” said Johnson. “No matter
the choreographer, choreography
or character that I portray while on
stage, I share who I am every time
the curtain opens, and the stage
lights come up.”
For Johnson, dance has become an outlet, a voice in which to
share herself, to share her story, to
share her life with the entire world.
“My journey in life as an
African American, statuesque,
mother and spiritual woman of
God informs and influences my
work as a dance artist today,” explained Johnson. “I knew very
early on that I stood out from every
other dancer around me and without realizing it, I embraced my differences and used them to
enhance who I am as a performer.”
Johnson, a native of St. Pete,
began her dance training attending
The Academy of Ballet Arts. She
went on to attend the rigorous
Pinellas County Center for the Arts
at Gibbs High School, graduating
in 2002. She continued her training
at The Juilliard School, a private
performing arts conservatory in
New York City, graduating in 2006.
She appeared in productions by
such renowned artists as Paul Taylor, José Limón, Ronald Brown,
Ohad Naharin and more. Johnson
also apprenticed with the Bill T.
Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company from 2007-08.
Johnson was featured in both
the 2008 Puma commercial and
print campaigns and worked as a

See ART, page 8
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Three Generations gourmet food truck brings haute cuisine to south St. Pete
FOOD, from front page

full time to serving hot
food to hungry folks on
the street.
Many of the recipes
are originals, which Gardner and her mother
Michelle worked to perfect. Three Generations is
a family affair in every respect, with Gardner’s
grandmother Thelma involved as well.
“Me, my mom and my
grandmother, we work together,” she said.
Three Generations operates Tuesdays through
Saturdays, with a central
location at the Trinity
Presbyterian
Church,
2830 22nd Ave. S. Gardner provides info on any
location changes on the

Three Generations social
media pages such as
Facebook and Instagram.
She also plans to have a
presence at many of the
upcoming outdoor events
in the city.
“We’ll be participating
in a lot of the fall festivals,” she said.
Though Three Generations started as strictly
lunch, it transitioned into
a place to get dinner (on
Thursdays and Fridays),
and now even breakfast,
which Gardner noted was
rare for food trucks in the
area.
“We started cooking
breakfast, and it was a
hit,” she said. “We sold
out our first day!”

Gardner noted that
her Cajun shrimp and
grits is a top seller, among
other unique fare such as
salmon croquettes, and of
course, her scrumptious
version of chicken and
waffles.
“We’re the only people
in St. Pete right now that
sell red velvet chicken
and waffles,” she said.
“Our entire menu is personalized; that’s why we
have such a big following.”
For those that crave
Gardner’s delicious edibles but can’t get away,
there is a delivery service
available
Tuesdays
through Fridays.
Among the many reg-

ular diners is a growing
number of new customers
Three Generations attracts daily.
“We get City of St. Petersburg
customers,”
Gardner said, “we get a lot
of the restaurant owners
and food workers. We do
specials every day; we do
promotions when the kids
go back to school, we give
teacher discounts and
things like that.”
Some customers are
so hooked they’ll have
breakfast one morning
and come back for dinner
later in the evening, Gardner said.
“Sometimes
they’ll
stay and eat their food
here,” she pointed out.

“We’ll set up tables, and
they’ll want to sit out and
enjoy the vibe and enjoy
the experience because
we’re not just a food
truck, we’re a gourmet
food truck.”
An obvious advantage
of owning a food truck as
opposed to a brick-andmortar restaurant is not
simply the lower overhead cost but the mobility.
Almost daily, at least one
customer asks if Three
Generations will ever
move into a restaurant
space.
“People are more
likely to come to a restaurant because they have a
place to sit,” she conceded, “but if the food is

really good on the food
truck — I mean, I’ve had
people drive from Orlando, so many places,
just to eat with us!”
Gardner said one of
the things she loves most
about what she does is the
chance to bring something new to the community.
“I’m from Miami, and
I’ve lived in different
places that serve a variety
of food and in St. Pete, we
needed
something
new...for me that’s awesome — just bringing a
new flair to the area!”
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

ASALH Historian

This year marks 400
years of how long there
has been a continuous
African presence in the
North American land
mass that eventually became the United States of
America.
This year has indeed
been busy, filled with a variety of activities in different
cities
and
communities throughout
the United States. Many
African-American organizations of civic, social, academic and religious
persuasions have organized projects and events
to emphasize the 400year-anniversary of the
forced African landing in
this country, and what it
means to be descendants
of enslaved people.
The most noted and
important commemoration of the first Africans to
arrive in English North
America was observed in
late August at Point Comfort, Va., (location of
today’s Fort Monroe,
Va.). Many enthusiastic
people of all racial identities, political leaders, organizations that represent
the African Diaspora and
avid followers of AfricanAmerican history/Ameri-

can history were there to
be a part of the dynamic
event that would have its
own historical magnitude.
Looking back to the
17th century, the first
Africans did not land as
immigrants at Ellis Island
in New York, Plymouth
Rock,
Mass.,
or
Jamestown Island, Va.,
but landed as human
cargo that had been captured on the high seas
during the “transatlantic
slave trade.”
In August 1619, a private British ship (White
Lion) and a Spanish slave
ship (San Juan Bautista)
had an unintended battle
(near our own Florida
shores) in the Gulf of
Mexico. As a result, the
British ship took on
around 60 enslaved
Africans from the Spanish
ship, then continued to
sail to the British colony
of Virginia and landed at
Point Comfort, Va., near
Jamestown.
By the time the British
arrived at their Virginian
destination, many of the
captured Africans had
died. The British went on
to document their freight
and goods and then
traded the “20 and odd”
African human cargo in
exchange for their own
needs of food and other
provisions.

3

400 Years: Commemoration of
those who came first

FRONT AND CENTER
JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.,
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This perilous arrival of
Africans in Point Comfort,
Va., was one of the most
significant events in
United States history.
This was the first generation of enslaved Africans
brought to British North
America.
The Africans were initially captured from the
villages of Ndongo,
Congo and Kabasa in the
Angola region of Africa.
They were skilled farmers, herders, blacksmiths,
and artisans. They had
the perfect skill sets
needed in the colonies
where there was a shortage of labor.
Along with their culture, language, and beliefs, they also brought
many ideas and innovations including food production, crop cultivation,
music, and dance. It was
their unbridled spirit and
labor that helped build
Hampton, Jamestown,
and what is today, Fort
Monroe, Va.
As
the
colonies
evolved into a nation, the
future generations of enslaved Africans also
helped to build the United
States into what eventually became the most
prosperous country in the
world. Yet their descendants remain subject to
socioeconomic and politi-

cal disparities today.
Exactly how and why
slavery, America’s original sin and birth defect,
became so deeply rooted
in the DNA of this country is a story of accident
and coincidence or perhaps of greed and evil. It
didn’t have to happen the
way it did.
If only in history,
other human beings had a
more humane capacity for
compassion.
Instead,
when
the
captured
Africans stepped off the
British ship, in an evolution of time and circumstances, it was the
beginning of a 400 year
odyssey for generations
of enslaved African descendants that shaped the
course of a nation.
For
generations,
Africans and their children’s children’s would
toil to survive the evils of
slavery. Consequently,
the first Africans who
landed in colonial America marked the beginning
of 246 years of institutionalized slavery in the
United States.
Facing forced labor,
physical attacks, civil unrest, trials and tribulations,
African Americans endured a long and arduous
road to become legal and
participating citizens of the
United States of America.

One of the most important events in the
United States to commemorate
the
first
Africans to arrive in Virginia, known as “African
Landing Day,” was recently held at Point Comfort/Fort Monroe. There
was a grand distinguished
social gathering that recognized the descendants
of two of the original
Africans, who arrived in
1619
(before
the
Mayflower).
According to the Virginia 1625 census, there
were Antoney and Isabella who had a baby
boy. There were also
records that he was baptized in 1624. Their son,
William, was the first documented African child
born in British North
America.
The descendants of
William were present at

that wonderful commemorative event.
The
“Tucker family” from the
Hampton area of Virginia
was celebrated. “The
Tucker family bloodline
can be traced to the first
recorded birth of an
African child in Englishspeaking North America.”
I was also present at
the Virginia commemorative event. It was quite exhilarating, to be there and
feel the collective energy
of all those who were
gathered together in commemoration of our shared
American history. As
well, we figuratively
touched the essence of
those who came first.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job(s) are currently available:
• Parking Enforcement Specialist (Job ID22493)
• Sr. Academic Advisor I (Job ID 22511)
• Custodial Worker (Job ID 22793)
• Utilities Groundskeeper (Job ID 22715)
For information regarding the position(s) listed above, please visit:
http://w)ww.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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Unity through Reparations
Dear Editor:
I want to express my
profound appreciation to
all the people who voted
for the Unity through
Reparations platform. You
helped to make history.
Although I did not make it
into the General Election,
the platform did in the
form of Eritha Akile’ Cainion in District 7, who was
my running mate.
It was an honor to be
the spokesperson in District 5 for this stance of
solidarity with the demands of the black community here in St.
Petersburg. I understand
that the demands made
here are echoed all
around the country in
towns and cities where
gentrification is pushing

out the black community,
police violence is terrorizing black people and voter
suppression
through
rigged elections silences
the voice of the black
community.
I urge everyone who
voted for me in District 5
to vote in the General
Election on Nov. 5 for
Eritha Akile Cainion in
District 7!
We will make history
with your vote! We will
put a reparations candidate into office on the city
council in St Pete!
This movement in our
city grows every day!
Join us to volunteer, come
to our events and come
with us to the debates!
Visit voteakile.com to sign
up. Let’s all work together

to push this platform forward!
And to white people,
in particular, I say in this
election, we have a profound opportunity to participate in the process of
making our city government pay reparations by
returning the land under
Tropicana Field to the
black community!
We take a stand by voting for Eritha Akile Cainion in District 7 to make
sure that the land goes
back to the black community to restore the economic development and
affordable housing that
was destroyed to build it.
It is in our interest to
stand with the black community to push back
against big developer

greed and the city officials who are selling our
town to the highest bidder!
We can create a just
city that rights the wrongs
of the past and create a fu-

ture where we can all
move forward together
and not at the expense of
anyone else.
Donate.
Volunteer.
Vote on Nov. 5 or as soon
as you get your mail-in-

ballot for Eritha Akile
Cainion for District 7 City
Council! Unity through
Reparations!
Anne Hirsch, former
candidate for District 5 city
council

Dr. Paul McRae: Our champion in the St. Pete
medical community
Dear Editor:
Dr. Paul McRae, affectionately known by the
neighborhood and his
classmates as "Butch,"
passed away Friday, Sept.
13 in St. Petersburg.
Butch grew up with
the rest of us on 16th Avenue and 32nd Street
South in the home of
whom everybody called
"Aunt Ruth" McRae. As
such, Butch grew up in
what we called the "Bear
County" area of south St.
Pete along 31st Street east
and west of 15th Avenue
South to 26th Avenue
South.
Dr. McRae was widely
known as a scholar and
brilliant academician from
his elementary and high

school years at St. Petersburg's historic African
American Gibbs High
School. His legacy was a
continuation of the institutional and historic McRae
Family, who were owners
of McRae's Funeral Home
and his uncle Don McRae
was a retired colonel and
St. Petersburg's first
African-American
city
manager.
He graduated from
Gibbs High School and
matriculated into Michigan State University and
Meharry Medical College. Subsequently, returning home, he opened
his medical office as a
practicing gastroenterologist.
As a gastroenterolo-

gist, he exemplified
W.E.B. DuBois' concept of
the "talented tenth" and
reciprocal causation in
the city of St. Petersburg.
DuBois' concept encouraged
HBCUs,
through higher education, to cultivate and develop an exceptional class
of leaders of the ablest 10
percent of black Americans to prepare them to
return to their communities as doctors, lawyers,
civil
rights
leaders,
preachers,
educators,
politicians, agriculturists,
etc.
DuBois' theory continues today as our communities send our best to
universities and the universities send them back

to serve our communities.
Dr. McRae fulfilled
DuBois' theory with the
establishment of his medical
practice,
which
marked the expansion
and furtherance of the St.
Petersburg African-American middle class. He influenced those inside and
outside his medical network to consider practicing medicine in St.
Petersburg.
In the tradition of the
eminent McRae family,
Dr. McRae became the
first
African-American
chief of staff of Bayfront
Medical Center in its 100year history. His tenure as
chief of staff empowered
him to utilize his presence
to uplift, encourage and

Dr. Paul McRae
set a visible tone of racial
progressiveness, which
magnetized the medical
skills and talents of a generation of doctors who
have chosen St. Pete as
their home.
It goes without saying
that all of us living in the
Bear County neighbor-

hood admired our brother
who internalized within
all of us to prepare ourselves to one day make a
difference in our community in our own activism!
Sevell C. Brown, III,
National
Christian
League of Councils Coordinator
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
“For we have not a high
priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:15-16
On Sunday St. Mark
kicked off its 88th Church
Anniversary, which will be
celebrated in October. The
Deacons are giving leadership to the celebration. Hebrews 4:15-16 is the text for
this year’s celebration and
Pastor Brown brought to us
a message centered around
this text entitled. ‘Because
of Grace’.
He reminded us that we
are all that we are because of
God’s amazing grace and because we are recipients of
grace, we should be graceful
and gracious. If grace found
us, fueled us and fortified us
it should move us to do
something graceful and gracious to someone else. The
question posed from the text
was ‘What can we continue
to look forward to because of
God’s Grace’.
From verse 16 he
showed us several things
that we can receive because

of grace. The first point was
that we gain an audience
with Him. The most important person in the cosmos is
God and while we may not
get an audience with presidents and governors, the
good news is that because of
God’s amazing grace we
have the promise of an audience with Him as Hebrews
4:16 tells us that we can
come boldly to the throne of
God. An audience with God
is not limited, we can have an
audience in the morning, at
noon day or in the middle of
the night. The second point
was that because of grace we
get some assurances by
Him. In the second clause of
verse 16, Hebrews tells us
that we may obtain mercy for
what we need mercy to
cover. All of us have had moments in life that things have
not gone right but the mercy
of God has covered us.
Lastly, Because of grace
we’re guaranteed assistance
from Him. Also in verse 16,
the text tells us that we can
find grace to help in time of
need. It lets us know that we
can get assistance from God.
God says he will not only
show up, speak assurance
but will get involved in our
situations to bring something good out of the bad in

our lives. The good news is
that when God gives us assistance, there’s no charge,
it’s covered by the grace of
God. Please join us on Sunday mornings at 10:45 for
the preached word.
On September 15, we fellowshipped with the Highlands Missionary Baptist
Church and say congratulations on their Pastor’s 24th
Anniversary. Also, on Sunday, we officially welcome
news members to St. Mark
by extending the right hand
of fellowship. A new bible
study series based on Max
Lucado’s book ‘Anxious for
Nothing’ is being held on
Wednesday evenings at 7:00
p.m. We will close out the
month on the fifth Sunday
with Operation Love as we
visit our sick and shut-in
members.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Multiple Baptism
Scripture – “Though he
were a Son, he learned obedience through the things that he
experienced (Hebrews 5:8).”
Denial – I AM not exempt from the process.
Affirmation – I align my
mind with the Divine Order
of the universe.
How often do you take a
bath or a shower without
soap? Probably not too often,
right? Repentance and water
baptism are like soap and
water. They go together. Repentance cleanses your consciousness from any error
thinking and baptism washes
away past thought patterns.
Not only did Jesus repent, he was also baptized.

He went to the Jordan River
with the full intention of
being baptized by John the
Baptist (Matthew 3:1-16).
Once Jesus made up in his
mind that he was going to
live a new life filled with ministry and miracles, he
washed away his old life
through the waters of baptism. When approached,
John did not feel worthy to
baptize Jesus as he felt Jesus
should baptize him.
As
Wayshower, Jesus insisted
that John perform the baptism. Jesus was clear that
even he was not exempt from
the process.
Baptism is not limited to
a one-time experience. You

don’t have to wait for a new
year, birthday, anniversary,
or special ceremony to be
baptized. You can be baptized or baptize yourself as
often as you feel the need to
wash away that which no
longer serves you. Each day
is an opportunity for you to
have a new beginning and a
fresh start.
Reflection Question –
Have you ever been baptized
or seen a water baptism?
What was that experience
like for you? What did the
experience mean to you?
Prayer Activity – Take a
bath or shower visualizing
yourself being cleansed from
your past and starting anew.

HELP WANTED
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
has an immediate position open for a
parking lot attendant. Experience is desired,
but not required. Applicants must be willing to
submit to a complete and thorough background check.
Please contact our administrative office
Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00 for more details.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

PRAYER Encouragement and Gratitude for
Our Family and Friends
“Dear Heavenly Father in the name of
JESUS CHRIST,
We ask that You please comfort Paul’s
precious family and his friends;
Let us remember his smile and laughter and that the love of JESUS will never
end.
Thank you LORD for Paul’s obedience
to the call upon his life; and the testimony of the many lives, that his hands
have miraculously touched.
We pray and thank You LORD for the
blessing of Paul’s dedication to his oath
of healing; It was truly a commitment
that meant so very much.
May we never forget how much Paul
loved and reveled in the accomplishments of his children;

Dr. Paul McRae
We thank You for Your grace and
mercy and will trust in You LORD with
all our hearts until eternity.”
AMEN”

GOD loved and treasured Paul and he
will forever be in our hearts.

“I had fainted, unless I had believed to
see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. Wait on the Lord: be
of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on
the Lord.”

Thank You GOD for the strength You
gave to Paul, who gave tirelessly from
his heart.

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding.”

We are blessed and thankful dear GOD
for the heart You gave Paul to serve;

Our hearts and prayers are with our
family and friends.

Through trials and tribulations, Paul’s
trust in GOD did not swerve.

Thank you all for your prayers and
kindness during this difficult time.
Love, Peace, Strength, Courage and
GOD’s Blessings in JESUS Always,
Russell & Dierdre

And how he loved dancing with his
sweetheart Donna with fun and loving
passion.

Thank you LORD for a life well lived
and the joy of precious memories.

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922
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COMMERCE PARK COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION
Community conversation
regarding Commerce Park

The Healthy Start program is hosting their 3rd annual photo contest and this

This is an informational session professionally facilitated by the Collaborative
Labs. Learn the timeline of this piece of
property up until Aug. 1, 2019.

\HDU·VWKHPHLV celebrating fathers and fatherhood. Please share a photo with
us that reflects what you love most about your relationship with your child.
Share your best photo for a chance to win the cover of the 2020 Healthy Start
calendar and bragging rights-that \RX·UHWKH Most Valuable Father (M.V.F.).

How to enter:
Go to link online.
Complete form and submit a re
r cent photo (within 6 months).

HAVE QUESTIONS?
Let’s compile them and present
them to the city for answers

C o n t es t w i n n e r s w i l l p ar t ic i p a te i n a p h ot o s h o ot w i t h t h e ir c h i l d ( r e n) .
T h e gr a nd pr i ze w i n n e r w i l l b e f ea t ur e d o n th e 2 02 0 H e a l t h y S t a r t c a le n d ar c o v e r !
R u n n er s- up will b e f e a t ure d as a d if f er e nt m on t h wit h in t he 2 0 20 c a le n d ar .
C a le n d ar sc h e d u le d to b e r e lea se d D ec em b er 2019.
R e g i s t er a n d s u bm i t p h o to s on l i n e at www. H o pk i ns A l l C h i l d r en s . or g / p ho t o c o nt e s t
R e g i s tr a t i o n e n ds on S ept e mb e r 6 th .
F M I , p le as e c a ll 7 2 7- 767-6 7 8 0 or vis it ww w. H o pk ins AllC h ildr e ns. o rg / H ea lt h ySt a r t

Wednesday, September 25
at 5:30 p.m.
SPC Allstate Center
3200 34th St. S.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Visions from the African diaspora
ART, from front page

Along with two of
Young’s
books-as-artsculptures, the exhibit is
a powerful and inspiring
invitation to lose oneself
in the immediacy and raw
energy of Young’s output.
There is an ethereal
beauty
in
Young’s
swirling depictions of
crowds, bodies and street
life that seduce us to
enjoy the massive display,
even as we attempt to
wrangle with the overwhelming scope of work.
It could easily take an

hour to give careful focus
to each work – experienced together it feels
like we’ve received a profound blessing through
the legacy of imagery left
by this master-seer-artist.
The final room of the
“three acts” evokes a
sparkly cathedral of rich
and haunting beauty offered in Sacred Diagrams: Haitian Vodou
Flags from the Gessen
Collection,
on view
through Jan. 26, 2020.
There is a spectacular

attention to detail in the
dense beauty of these ritual flags, or Drapo Vodou,
some of which were created as far back as the
1930s, from “repurposed”
burlap bags, silks, satins,
ropes, beads, and sequins.
Usually displayed in
Vodou sanctuaries or carried at the opening of a
ceremony, themes involve
and juxtapose images of
saints, Vodou deities, and
historical
episodes,
crafted to create glorious,
festive pieces.

Basquiat's Untitled (Word on Wood)

The exhibit was curated by Haitian artist
Edouard
Duval-Carrié
and
artists
include
Clotaire Bazile, Myrlande
Constant, Mireille Delice
Delisme, Silva Joseph,
Dubreus
Lherisson,
Edgar Jean Louis, Antoine Oleyant, Yves Telemaque and George Valris.
The expansive creativity, imagination, ritual and
mystery
of
“Or dinar y/Extraor dinary: Assemblage in
Three Acts” is almost

Basquiat's Yellow Door

Haitiann Flags

Jean-Michel Basquiat, a self portrait

Purvis Young Untitled 1990s

CONNECT WITH US!

overpowering but also uplifting and exhilarating.
Studio@620’s founder and
artistic Bob Devin Jones
summed up the feeling
the exhibit inspires: “I’ll
have to come back.”
And while you may
want to take this show in
more than once, you’ll
also enjoy the profound
beauty even if you only
make it over the bridge
once. Don’t miss this exciting exhibit!
The Tampa Museum
of Art is located at Cor-

nelia Corbett Center, 120
W. Gasparilla Plaza in
Tampa. Open Monday –
Wednesday, Friday from
10-5 p.m. (fourth Fridays
museum is open till 8
p.m.); Thursday from 108 p.m. and Saturday &
Sunday 10-5 p.m.
For more information,
call 813-274-8130 or 813421-8380 (ticket line). You
can also visit tampamuseum.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Ornamental bottles

Purvis Young transformed books

Works by Purvis Young 91
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Faith Memorial invites
community for free clothes
and resources event
BY LYNN GORDON
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
invites the community to
its Clothes Closet and
Community Resource
Event Sept. 21 from 9-2
p.m. on Faith Land, located on 18th Avenue between 19th and 20th
Streets South.
The event’s theme of
“Strong Communities
Make Strong Families” is
based on Psalm 133:1.
Several ministries from
Faith have partnered to
bring the event to the
community, notably the
Women’s
Ministry,
Health & Wellness Ministry, the Marriage Ministry.

While free clothes
and shoes will be available, the event will also
focus on health-related
community resources
and bringing awareness
of the importance of
strong families, which
are the foundation of the
community.
Members of various
Faith ministries, including the Brotherhood,
Youth Ministry, Music
Ministry and Assimilation Ministry will be onsite throughout the day
to offer prayer and musical assurance.
The long-running annual event was formerly
held once a year inside
the church’s fellowship
hall and offered just
clothes and shoes. Over
the last two years, it has

grown to a bi-annual undertaking held outside of
the church, making it
more visible to the community and also offering
resources
and
free
meals.
Activities on Faith
Land are the vision of
Pastor Robert A. Vinson,
Jr., who recognized the
need for the church to be
more visible to the surrounding community. In
the last couple of years,
the church has hosted
the Clothes Closet, a
community fellowship
event, Christmas service
and a few small church
events in addition to
being the home of the
Sevenx7 citywide revival
for the last several years.
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Don’t miss ‘Who I AM: Journey to Freedom’
this Friday and Saturday
JOHNSON, from front page

freelance dancer for Ballet
Noir and Trainor Dance in
New York City. She returned to Florida in 2011
to teach full time at John
Hopkins Middle School
Center for The Arts and to
start a family.
Dancing is a calling for
Johnson. She has never
been one to perform for
entertainment purposes
but to draw the audience
in. Her calling drives her
to take the audience on a
journey.
“I now believe that
God’s purpose for giving
me this gift of dance was
to help move people. Not
just for them to feel moved
but to literally cause a
movement, an actual shift
in their own lives,” said
averred. “This is my intention behind every creative
process and performance
opportunity.”
Johnson is clear that
her purpose is to perform,
teach and give back to her
hometown and community
with
outreach,
classes, workshops, conversations, collaborations,
productions and performances. This is where it all
began.
In the summer of 2014,

Johnson returned to the
stage performing a duet in
“Journey to Greatness”
choreographed by Sir
Brock Warren held at Studio@620. In 2016, she was
featured in “Our Town” a
walking dance tour in
downtown St. Pete in a
work called “Face the
Jury.”
She was also featured
in “Within the Bounding
Line” (The Motherhood
Project), which is a dance
film both choreographed

and produced by Helen
Hansen-French.
Johnson’s professional
choreographic and directorial debut will happen
this Friday with “Who I
AM: Journey to Freedom”
at First Unity Spiritual
Campus, 460 46th Ave. N,
St. Petersburg. You can
catch a second performance on Saturday; both
shows start at 7:30 p.m.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Pinellas County School news
Pinellas County Schools launches new
program to help parents navigate special education services
The Parents Empowering Parents Program,
or PEPP, trains parents familiar with special education services in the Pinellas County School District to provide information and resources to other
parents who need help navigating ESE services.
PEPP volunteers will begin supporting families on Monday, Sept. 16. Volunteers will assist
families 9 a.m. to noon Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. If you need help navigating ESE
services, contact PEPP at 727-588-6500
or PEPP@pcsb.org.
Mark your calendar for application program events
The application period for magnet, fundamental and career programs for next school year is
Jan. 8-17, 2020. Pinellas County Schools has
nearly 80 programs focused on students’ interests, talents and learning styles.
At Choice Fairs, families will have a chance to
meet with program representatives and learn
about magnet, fundamental and career programs.
Fairs will be held:
• Oct. 29: 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Countryside
High, 3000 SR 580, Clearwater
• Nov. 2: 9 to 11:30 a.m. at Pinellas
Park High, 6305 118th Ave., Largo

9

• Nov. 4: 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Lakewood
High, 1400 54th Ave. S, St. Petersburg
Families will also have opportunities to visit
schools and explore programs in more detail at
Discovery Nights, which will be held Oct. 30-Dec.
20. Additional information will be posted
at www.pcsb.org/choice. If you have questions,
please call the Student Assignment Office at 727588-6210.
New online volunteer process makes registration easier
Pinellas County Schools’ Office of Strategic
Partnerships has launched an online process for
new volunteer registration. The new process replaces a paper registration system and allows
those looking to volunteer to register online from
their homes and streamline the registration
process.
Volunteers
can
register
here: www.pcsb.org/volunteerregistration
PCS is hiring bus drivers
Pinellas County Schools is seeking to hire bus
drivers for the 2019-20 school year. Full and part
time positions are available. To learn more about
the application process, qualifications and benefits visit www.pcsb.org/busdrivers or call 727-5477294.
Homework Helpline available to Pinellas
students
The Homework Helpline is a free service for

all PCS students. The service is available 5 to 8
p.m., Monday-Friday. Students can get help with
math, science, social studies and language
arts. Students who need practice reading can also
call the helpline and spend 10 minutes reading to
an adult. Families can reach the Homework
Helpline at 727-547-7223.
Pinellas County Schools is now hiring
nurses
Pinellas County Schools is looking for applicants to help keep our students healthy and ready
to learn!
Applications are now being accepted for Licensed Practical Nurses. Licensed Practical
Nurses perform nursing duties in school clinics
and promote health and wellness in collaboration
with the registered nurse.
Qualifications:
• Graduation from high school or possession of a GED
• Current, unencumbered licensure as a
Practical Nurse by the Florida Board of
Nursing
• Current certification in CPR
• Must pass a Level II background check
If you have questions related to the position,
please call School Health Services at (727) 5886320.
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Your stories matter: ReadOut wants to hear from you
GULFPORT — Do
you write books for a lesbian audience? If so, we
invite you to join us for
the 2020 Gulfport ReadOut: A Festival of Lesbian
Literature. This premier
lesbian literary event,
now in its third consecutive year, features three
days of activities for writ-



ers and readers.
Acclaimed
novelist
Sheree L. Greer, whose
most recent work “Bars”
was nominated for a Pushcart Prize, will be the 2020
keynote speaker and
workshop leader. The
theme for this year’s
event is “Why Our Stories
Matter.”







At Readout, authors
share their works with an
audience of readers who
love to buy books. Friday
afternoon readings will be
dedicated to romance and
erotica; Saturday morning
and afternoon will feature
a mix of fiction, non-fiction and poetry.
The workshop and
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panel discussion will take
place on Sunday. In addition to the keynote, workshop, social events and
book sales opportunities,
Saturday night will feature entertainment at
Gulfport’s Hickman Theatre by Nia and Ness, a
dancer-poet performance
art duo based in Brooklyn, N.Y.
To be a featured
ReadOut author and
read from your work
during the festival,
please download and
complete the ReadOut
Featured Author application. All applications
must be received by
Sept. 30. Authors will be
notified of their acceptance no later than Nov.
15.
There are a limited
number of author slots
available, so authors are
advised to follow all instructions and submit
their best work. Authors
who are not selected to
be featured are still welcome at all events and to
have a vendor table. An
application for vendors
will be available at a
later date.

Nia and Ness, a dancer-poet performance art
duo based in Brooklyn, N.Y.
Authors had this to
say about previous ReadOuts:
“I thought the weekend was fabulous and I
can’t think of anything I
would change. Truly…
Thanks again for bringing

Genes
sis 22:1-18 ((NKJ)
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Acclaimed novelist Sheree L. Greer

me to your community!”
— Lesléa Newman
“I loved the friendliness, informality, and the
genuine interest of the attendees. The events were
well attended, which is a
huge plus for visiting authors.” — RJ Samuel
ReadOut takes place at
the Gulfport Library. If
you’ve never been to Gulfport on Boca Ciega Bay,
we are a richly diverse
community with a robust
lesbian presence. If you’re
flying in from out of town,
Gulfport is just 30 minutes from Tampa International Airport.
Remember, the ReadOut Featured Author application can be found
online at https://mygulfport.us.
For more information,
email us at GulfportReadOut@gmail.com.
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National Free Mu
useum Day
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Saturday,
y, Septemberr 2
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CareFest Kick-off
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