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Letter to editor
Standing L-R: Micheal Shorter, Ashley Green, Caprice Johnson,
Rafael Robinson, Dorian Johnson, Kristopher McKlendon
Seated L-R: Da’juh Sawyer, JaKevia Malone, Jennie Henry, Unisha Bullard, Mhariel Summers
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
inaugural class of 2020 Emerging Leaders Fellows & Interns
program (ELFI) walked across
the proverbial stage this past
Tuesday to celebrate their
graduation from a rigorous sixmonth development process.
The program’s architects said
ELFI was designed to help millennials and others under age
40 to reach new heights of leadership and impact.
The 2020 Plan, City of St.
Petersburg Department of
Urban Affairs and One Community’s Emerging Leaders
Fellowship & Intern program

engaged 11 young adults who
expressed a desire to grow in
community leadership. The
class participants invested their
time in monthly dialogue-based
workshops with community
leaders, a two-part leadership
training by EMPACT Solutions
and monthly community service and leadership experiences.
Director of Urban Affairs
for the City of St. Petersburg
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart took
her turn at being the mistress
of ceremony, and could not
stop gushing about the young
adults.
“These leaders have been
engaged in personal development activities, historical deep-

dives, very thought provoking
presentations and conversations about the history in the
city,” she said. “They’ve been
equipped with the proper tools
to be advocates and even agitators if necessary.”
Gaskin-Capehart said ELFI
is an intentional succession
plan for black generational
leadership in St. Pete.
“We want to be able to pass
the mantle and say that we are
helping to build the legacies of
those who’ve come before us
by honoring and continuing to
hold the torch high,” she said.
Senator Darryl Rouson
stopped by on his way to anSee LEADERS, page 9

She walked away

Calling all seniors
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – If
you’re 60 years old or older
and tired of sitting at home,
then there’s a program out
there with your name on it.
Neighborly is a non-profit organization funded by the State
of Florida that provides free
Meals on Wheels, senior dining and transportation to and
from their centers.
At seven locations around
Pinellas County, seniors are invited to join the no-cost Senior
Café program that provides a
nutritious hot meal, a chance to
socialize and make new friends
and the opportunity to take
part in fun activities such as
going to museums, movies and
sporting events.
The site located downtown
at the Sunshine Center, 330 5th
St. N, is carefully watched over
by site coordinator Robert
“Skip” Jenkins. He’s looking
for more seniors to get out of
the homes and come down and
join the fun.
“Instead of sitting at home

Essie Hills, Robert “Skip” Jenkins and Mary Bogans
looking at the four walls or
watching soap operas, come on
over to the Sunshine Center or
one of the other centers and
mingle, make a few friends, get
a nutritious meal and just enjoy
yourself,” said Jenkins, who
has worked at the Sunshine
Center site for more than nine
years.
Meals are provided by GA
Foods, a nutrition services
provider, Monday-Friday. The
meals provided are nutritionally balanced and comprised of
restaurant-inspired recipes.

Shelf-stable meals are also
provided for the days that the
centers are closed. During hurricane season when the
weather is too dangerous for
travel, the center provides seniors with a box containing five
shelf-stable meals to tide them
over until conditions are more
favorable.
For those without a way to
one of the seven sites, Neighborly provides complimentary
transportation for adults 60 and

BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Amiah
Adams said being a Dreamer has
been an experience that will last
her a lifetime.
She was one of 100 students
chosen to be a part of Steve Harvey’s annual Disney Dreamers
Academy this past March in Orlando.
The program, sponsored by
Essence magazine, is a four-day
workshop that hopes to inspire attendees and provide them with
the guidance and skills to make
their dreams come true. More
than 10,000 students applied for a
chance to attend.
The Weekly Challenger wrote a
feature story on Amiah before her
trip and caught back up with her
to get the details.
“I got a peek into the medical
field — learning from the best in
the industry,” Amiah said. “I’ve
made friends for a lifetime. We
started a chat group, and there are
daily messages to this day. Some
of the Dreamers have been accepted to schools such as Harvard
and Yale. It’s so exciting!”
Amiah, a student at Dixie
Hollins High School, and the rest
of Dreamers had the chance to
meet several leaders in business
as well celebrities such as Steve
Harvey, Chloe x Halle and Ruth
Carter, the Academy Award-winning costume designer from the
“Black Panther” film.
Now, as a Dreamers alum,
Amiah feels she is ready to take
what she has learned and make a
real impact on the world. She said
the drive to make an impact on society was a common theme
throughout the four days.
“I worked really hard to take in
everything that they were throwing at us,” the honor student said.
“I also learned a lot about networking, and that is a great asset
to have.”
She was one of only a handful
of students asked to appear on
Good Morning America to talk
about her experience.
Amiah’s mother, Latanya
Adams, said her daughter came
back from the experience very
motivated.
“She is in the process of writing her first book,” Adams revealed. “It’s about confidence for

See SENIORS, page 6
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African American firsts

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.
ASALH Historian

Although Black History Month occurs once a
year for 28 days — unless
it’s a leap year — there is
so much more history
about the triumphs and
achievements of African
Americans that are bursting out the archives of historical facts that should
continue to be told even
after February.
Information about individuals or groups of
African American “firsts”
represents those who
were first in a variety of
achievements. Knowledge
of such outstanding
achievements can serve
an inspiration to continue
to strive and reach to
make a cultural change
and social shifts.
Of course, we know
that our beloved Dr.
Carter G. Woodson was

the first black professional
historian, founder of
Black History Week and
founder of Association for
the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH). Because
of Woodson, we have organized means of information sharing from which
we can develop a sense of
pride in being descendants of enslaved people.
Presented here are
some of the little known
facts about those who
came before us and perhaps the knowledge can
serve as a reminder that
possibilities to do great
things have been in the
past and will continue to
be in the future.
Paul Cuffee of Westport, Mass., was the first
African American to visit
the White House where
he had a one-on-one meeting in 1812 with a sitting
president, James Madison. Cuffee was a success-

Paul Cuffee

Frederick Patterson

Patricia Bath
ful shipbuilder, sea captain, merchant, entrepreneur, writer, lecturer,
equal rights leader, and a
hero to black people of
that time.
He rose to prominence
and became one of the
wealthiest and well-respected men of color in
the nation. Cuffee was recognized nationally and internationally, and as a
maritime businessman, he
was known in Europe,
Africa, the Caribbean and
South America.
One of his most noted
endeavors was that he was
the first to spearhead a
movement for the descendants of Africans in America to willfully become
involved with Africa for relocation and entrepreneurialism.
C.R. Patterson, although born enslaved,
was the first African American to successfully build a
horse-drawn carriage firm
named C. R. Patterson &
Sons, located in Greenfield, Ohio, in 1893.
By 1910, Patterson’s
son, Frederick Patterson, received a degree
from Ohio State University where he was the first
black athlete on the football team.
Also, he was the first
and only African American
to expand his father’s business into an automobile
manufacturing company.
The C.R. Patterson and
Sons Company, in 1915,
marketed a car for $685.
The hand-built quality
of the cars was highly regarded while at the same
time was competition from

machine automation beginning developed elsewhere. By the 1920s,
under the business leadership of C.R. Patterson’s
grandsons, the Patterson
Company started to manufacture trucks and school
buses for the Greenfield
School District.
The Patterson family
had the first African-American auto manufacturing
business. It was sustained
for several generations
and earned a distinct place
in African-American history, American history
and automotive history.
Patricia Bath is a contemporary African-American female doctor who
was the first to patent a
medical invention, the
Cataract
Laserphaco
Probe. Bath’s patent was
for a method of removing
cataract lenses using laser
devices to make the procedure more accurate.
She published a book
based on her research that
demonstrated higher rates
of
blindness
among
African Americans. Bath
developed a new field of
study known as community ophthalmology, which
was based on her recognition that blindness was
more common among underserved
populations
both in the United States
and around the world.
Bath also founded the
American Institute for the
Prevention of Blindness,
which is the organization
that supports the training
of medical professionals
and the treatment of individuals with eye problems
around the world.

The Golden Thirteen was the first group
of African-American commissioned naval officers
in 1944. As trainees, all of
them maintained a 3.89
GPA for their training
during World War II. The
group became the first
black servicemen to complete officer training for
the United States Navy.
Their training record
has not been broken
within the U.S. Navy
today. At the time of their
service, the navy was the
most conservative and
segregated branch of the
U.S. armed forces. We
know about the Tuskegee
Airmen, but the Golden
Thirteen is an added plus
of black military excellence.
Pauli Murray was an
American civil rights activist who became a
lawyer, a women’s rights
activist, Episcopal priest
and author. She became
an ordained priest in
1977, among the first generation of women priest.
In 1947, the National
Council of Negro Women
named her its “Woman of

The Golden Thirteen

Pauli Murray
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the Year” as did Mademoiselle
magazine.
Thurgood
Marshall
called Murray’s book,
“Laws on Race and
Color,” the bible of the
Civil Rights Movement.
Some saw her as
ahead of her time because
her writings reflected a
form of protest against
discrimination based on
race and sex. In 1966, she
co-founded the National
Organization for Women,
and in 1971 Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg added Murray
as a co-author to her
book, “Equal Protection”
in recognition of Murray’s work on the book.
By 1977, she became
the first African-American
woman ordained as an
Episcopal priest. In her
later years, Murray’s
work and focus were primarily in the ministry to
the sick.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

WOW! And I say Again WOW!!! Part 3
Praise the Lord.
Faith works with
love- without love it is
not true faith, without
truth at its center it is
not done in real faith nor
can it be carried in love.
It is love that prompts
someone to speak the
truth. As Paul said to the
Galatians have I now become your enemy because I tell you the
truth? If we make enemies because they are
offended by the truth so
be it. We may become
dismayed at the outcome but it is better to
do what is right in God’s
eyes and suffers the consequences from man,
than to do what is right
in man’s eyes and suffer
the consequences from
God!
Jesus did say we are
to confess him before
man. This does not
mean just saying His
name but standing up for
what He said. If we can
only have the boldness
that the scripture states
is ours, for “we have not
been given a spirit of fear
but of power, love and a
sound mind.”
We have accepted
the world’s view of love
that one must be tolerant and even silent in the
face of something that is
wrong- a lie or even blatant evil. We are so careful not to OFFEND our
neighbors, friends and
family
with
THE
TRUTH, so that we can
love them. But to do this
means we not loving
God, nor do we really
love them. Are we so unwilling to endure any rejection that we have
become ashamed of
God’s words?
Jesus does say “For
whoever is ashamed of

Me and My words, of
him the Son of Man will
be ashamed when He
comes in His own glory,
and in His Father’s, and
of
the
holy
angels.”(Luke 9:26) Paul
also writes that we
should be “ a worker
who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”(2
Tim.2:15)
In other
words make no hesitation make every effort
to know what the word
of God actually says so it
can be used to benefit
you and its hearers.
The bible teaches
there are two churches
just as there were two Israel’s. One is called the
Israel of God, and the Israel in unbelief. After
Paul speaks about his
preaching the gospel
and suffering in persecution for it Gal 6:16 “And
as many as walk according to this rule, peace
and mercy be upon
them, and upon the Israel of God.” Only the Israel that was of faith
made it through the trials of the desert and entered the promised land.
Only the Church who
has genuine faith will
walk through the trials
on earth to enter the
promised land, heaven.
Those who disdain trials
want the things of the
earth as their reward.
They have their reward
now.
Rom. 9:31-33 “but Israel, pursuing the law of
righteousness, has not
attained to the law of
righteousness. Why?
Because they did not
seek it by faith, but as it
were, by the works of
the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling
stone.” Gal 3:7 “There-

fore know that only
those who are of faith
are sons of Abraham.”
These are the gentiles
who believe. Both of
these are now part of the
body as Christ broke
down the middle wall of
partition to make one
new man. (Eph.2) We
are one “IN Christ”,
Scripture is clear we
must abide in the vine to
be IN Christ as well as to
be fruitful.
Watching for His appearance, the other
bride uses the word for
its own advancement
and looks not to His
coming but to the things
of earth. They by default
will not. There will be
two brides, one married
to Christ the other will
be married to the one
who looks like Christ
but is a fake substitute.
One bride follows the
Word of God and is be
ready for His coming.
There is the Church
married to the lamb and
is willing to follow Him
anywhere He leads,
even into suffering.
Then there is the
Church that is not willing to give up anything
of the world but long for
good life they have been
taught they deserve.
They know the lamb but
are not willing to wholeheartedly give up the
world and all the attractions in it, and they see
nothing wrong with it.
As with the 10 virgins, we are told while
the bridegroom delayed
5 were filled with the oil
and had their lights shining, they were busy
doing the work of the
Lord. The other 5 slumbered and slept.
Till next week,
God Bless

Hirsch throws her name in the hat
for District 5 City Council
Dear Editor:
My name is Anne
Hirsch and, with the support of the people, will be
your next District 5 City
Councilwoman in St. Petersburg.
My platform slogan is
“Unity Through Reparations,” an ode to the powerful
local
electoral
campaigns waged by the
Uhuru Movement in
2017, which called for
reparations to the black
community as the starting
point
for
genuine
progress in this city.
It was the first reparations campaign in the
world and inspired the
discussion of reparations
in the mainstream today.
I share this reparations platform with Eritha
Akile Cainion, who is running in District 7 City
Council, calling to “Make
the Southside Black
Again.”
This 10-point-platform
puts forward an agenda
that addresses the aspirations of the black community in St. Petersburg.
We are running together so that when we
win in November, there
will be two people fighting
for this agenda on the city
council.
My introduction to active political life began in
2001 around the campaign to elect Omali
Yeshitela for mayor of St.
Pete.
His call for shared
prosperity through an end
to police containment on
the south side, and a call
to focus on economic development in the black
community through a
massive infusion of capital
to support black business
development made sense
to me.
Through that campaign, it became clear to
me, a white woman, that
the horrific history of the
enslavement of an inde-

pendent and free African
people into chattel slavery, whose labor went to
build the white world, still
influenced the conditions
faced by the black community today.
I donated to his campaign from some money
my grandfather had given
to me that year, and I became a leading force in
Citizens
United
for
Shared Prosperity, an organization formed to forward the platform of
Yeshitela’s mayoral campaign. I continued for a
couple of years after that,
even after he was not
elected mayor of St. Pete
by the majority white population.
Of interest here, is the
fact that he won all but
one of the majority black
and mixed districts, proving he was truly elected
the black community’s
mayor!
From that time on, for
the last 19 years, I have
been a part of the Uhuru
Solidarity Movement. I
have spent many years
going into the white community to actually raise
reparations to the self-determination programs of
the Uhuru Movement.
I am a practicing midwife. Being a witness to
the precious beginning of
life, I want to make sure
that all children have an
opportunity to prosper.
This, as we all know, is
currently not the case in
St. Petersburg, or any
place in the world.
There are two St.
Petes. You can see the divide right down the middle of our city.
The current city council and those before it
have been building white
St. Petersburg at the expense of the black community.
As a longtime organizer in the white community, I know I represent

the views of many white
people in this city who do
not want the city to disperse, criminalize, brutalize, murder and imprison
black people, so that we
can have a latte, shop at
art markets or have a
unique meal in a local
restaurant.
We want a city where
everyone can thrive.
We want our tax dollars to go back to the
black community to repay
what has been stolen!
We want a truly progressive city with a focus
on human beings, not
profit for a few.
With this future, we
can increase the city’s tax
base revenue, build genuinely affordable housing,
bring power to the people
and out of the hands of
the corrupt, bought politicians.
We know that all the
problems a people’s
movement can solve our
city faces and a people-focused city budget centered on reparations to
the black community!
It’s going to take your
support to make this future real.
The City of St. Petersburg can make history by
being the first reparations
city in the world.
The Primary Election
is Aug. 27.
To read our 10-pointplatform and find out how
to get involved in this
campaign for District 5
City Council, go to votehirsch.com.
Anne Hirsch
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A bittersweet graduation
ST. PETERSBURG —
I’reoina Lightsey’s eyes
began to water as she
thought about the things
she had been through
during her senior year at
Gibbs High School. On
Nov. 19, 2018, her 16year-old brother died in a
car accident. Then at the
start of the track season,
she pulled a hamstring.
A short time after that,
she hurt her ankle during a routine exercise for
track runners.
“I was actually depressed,” I’reonia, 18,
said Tuesday morning. “I
had to get back on the
track because that was
the only thing that was
going to keep me focused. That’s the only
thing that kept me,
track.”
And it is track that
will move her forward.
I’reonia has accepted a
track scholarship to Indian Hills Community
College in Iowa, which
has a strong track program. She will work to be
a dental hygienist.
“I’m excited,” I’reoina
said. “I can’t wait to run
on the indoor track and
to work with so many
great athletes.”
I’reoina is one of the
seniors graduating from
the school district over
the next few weeks. Most
Pinellas County Schools’
graduations will be held
at Tropicana Field. Boca
Ciega, Gibbs, Dixie
Hollins and Lakewood’s
ceremonies will be held
at 7:30 a.m., 10:15 a.m., 1
p.m., and 3:45 p.m. respectively.
This will also be the
first year each ceremony
will be streamed live on
the PCS YouTube page.
See all the high school
ceremony dates and

Cainion running for District 7
City Council

I’reoina Lightsey
other graduation information
at
www.pcsb.org/graduation.
I’reoina,
better
known as “Smoke” because of her speed, has
had an impressive track
career at Gibbs High.
She has qualified for the
state
championships
three times and won district, regional and Pinellas County Athletic
Conference
championships all in the 400 meters.
“After each race, I
study myself,” I’reonia
said. “Win or lose, I ask
my coach what I did
wrong because there is
always something to improve on.”
Michael Machado, a
Gibbs’ assistant principal
and the school’s athletics
director, said I’reoina’s
hard work stands out.
“She is a great example and role model for all
the students at Gibbs,”
Machado said. “She
works extremely hard in
the classroom and on the
track, and that is why she
is so successful.”
I’reoina said graduat-

ing in a few weeks is “bittersweet.”
“Leaving the girls on
the team, we have become very close, so
that’s hard,” she said.
“But I enjoyed Gibbs. A
lot of the teachers care,
and when you reach out
to them, they will help
you.”
Pinellas
County
Schools celebrates the
class of 2019 during
graduation ceremonies
Pinellas
County
Schools graduation ceremonies will be held
throughout the district in
May.
Go
to
www.pcsb.org/graduation for 2019 graduation
dates and times, as well
as individual school valedictorians and salutatorians. Follow the district’s
Facebook and Twitter accounts for graduation
photos or celebration information. District staff
will live-tweet each graduation ceremony using
#PCSGrads. Students are
encouraged to tweet
their graduation photos
and post them to the district’s social media accounts.

Eritha Akile Cainion held a press conference May 8
announcing her candidacy for District 7 City Council.
Dear Editor:
My name is Eritha
Akile Cainion, and I am
running to be your next
District 7 City Councilwoman.
This decision comes
naturally, following the dynamic local elections of
2017, where at just 20
years old, I ran for city
council alongside my former running mate, Jesse
Nevel, on a platform of
reparations to the black
community as the starting
point of a genuinely progressive agenda.
Despite reparations
being
regarded
as
“fringe” politic, our campaigns shook the grounds
of St. Petersburg.
We won hundreds of
people in this city to the
side of reparations to the
black community and
built a social movement to
transform the way this
city operates.
This campaign made
international news, garnered nationwide support, and was the first
ever reparations electoral
campaign this world has
ever seen.
Now there are Democratic Party 2020 presidential hopefuls who have
come out in support of
what they consider reparations, as a consequence
of what we did two years
ago!
This is part of the
basis for entering these
elections now. Reparations is a defining question throughout this
country.
We have the ability to
make reparations real. We
can make history by electing this country’s first
reparations candidates!
Two years ago, our demand for reparations was
introduced as a means to
stop the genocidal gentrification of the black community.
We went up against
big money backed politicians — the crooks like
the so-called progressive
Rick Kriseman and the
big developers in his
pocket.
Two years ago, we
raised the question, “will
there be a black community in the next two years
at the rate that this government, under Rick
Kriseman, is gentrifying
this community?”
And now we’re confronted with this government attempting to steal
yet another historical
African community for
more high rises and con-

dos. That community is
Jordan Park.
That should answer
your question.
This is round two.
This is our opportunity to successfully take
back the black community and restore what has
been robbed from it historically and presently like the gas plant district,
where the Tropicana
Field baseball stadium
sits. We are demanding
that that land be returned
to the black community as
reparations, to build affordable housing and economic development.
We will implement a
public policy of economic
development versus the
existing system of police
containment of the black
community.
We are fighting for
black community control
of the police, the right of
the black community to
hire, fire, train and discipline the police in our
community.
Reparations will be
made the center of this
city’s budget, creating a
mass infusion of capital
into the black community
for new and existing black
businesses.
We are going to fight
for the residents of Jordan
Park and demand “hands
off” of this land that Elder
Jordan got for the black
community.
We are going to fight
to end this anti-black, undemocratic rigged election system of a primary
and general election so
that more black workers
can run for office on a
platform that speaks to
our interests without fear
of our vote being vetoed
by the overwhelmingly
white population.
With these plans, we
can expect gentrification
to come to a screeching
halt in this city, and for the
black community to increase its population!
We will have a bustling
black community, with vibrant culture, food, music,
art, political life, and more
once the resources free
us up to build our community.
For those who are not
familiar with this history
or these previous campaigns, I want to remind
you all of who I am and
what makes me qualified
to be your city councilwoman.
I was born and raised
here in this city, some of
the parts I grew up in
have been completely

CONNECT
WITH US!

changed through gentrification, police containment, and theft of
economic development.
I have been actively
fighting for this community since the moment I
graduated high school,
joining the Uhuru Movement at 18, leading a national campaign for justice
for three teenage black
girls drowned by the
Pinellas county sheriff’s
department, running for
office at 20 years old, editing the Uhuru Movement’s newspaper The
Burning Spear and sitting
on the National Central
Committee of the African
People’s Socialist Party as
the youngest member.
I’m highly qualified in
the area of social justice
and reparations, having
received direct leadership
from a St. Pete African
community hero: Chairman Omali Yeshitela.
It’s time to face the reality that is St. Pete. Not
this painting of progress
for all represented in the
ever-expanding
downtown — it is a nightmare.
A city divided and the
black community is under
assault.
This is why we have to
run. I say we because it’s
not just me fighting for
this future.
It’s all of us. It’s you.
We have to be bold in
our demand, uncompromising when we say
“Make the Southside
Black Again.” It’s one we
should all be able to say
because it starts here.
It starts by ending the
oppression of the black
community, creating the
conditions for a prosperous city, no one living at
the expense of anybody
else.
I look forward to embarking on this journey
with all who support my
community and our right
to economic development.
Support the vision of the
future with the black community in it.
My name is Eritha
Akile Cainion, and with
your support, we can end
gentrification, we can
make the southside black
again, and we can create a
genuinely
progressive
city.
Aug. 27 is the Primary
Election. Vote Eritha Akile
Cainion for District 7.
To join and support
this
campaign,
visit
voteakile.com, email contact@voteakile.com or call
727- 280- 6387.
Eritha Akile Cainion
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The Republicans keep
making those moves
BY JUAN PEÑALOSA
Executive Director, Florida
Democratic Party

STATEWIDE – The
end of this year’s legislative session is one of the
most shameful in our history. From Jim Crow-era
voting laws to placing children of color in harm’s
way — undermining the
rights of people of color
was a constant in nearly
every major piece of legislation that passed in 2019.
As the political power
of communities of color
grows, conservative lawmakers in the Florida
state legislature are doing
everything they can to
strip us of our power and
our vote. While Democratic champions fought
against arming teachers,
dismantling our public
schools and Jim Crow voting bills – Florida Republicans, under the direction
of Donald Trump, betrayed all of us.
A modern-day poll
tax: More than 65 percent of Florida voters cast
ballots to amend our constitution and restore the
voting rights of more than
1.4 million convicted
felons who have served
their time. As Democrats
and Supervisors of Elections began to register returning citizens to vote,
Florida
Republicans
passed a bill that says be-

Juan Penalosa
fore casting a vote, returning citizens have to pay
fines, fees and court
costs.
Florida repealed poll
taxes in 1937, but Republicans in the legislature
understand the growing
power of our vote, and
here we are again.
Guns in schools:
The National Rifle Association supports arming
teachers.
And
now,
Florida Republicans support arming teachers. Giving teachers guns avoids
the real problem of gun violence, and it makes us
less safe.
African-American Democrats in the legislature
passionately argued that

turning Florida schools
into armed camps make
us less safe and members
of the NAACP, teachers
unions, parent-teacher associations and black journalists have indicated that
students of color are at
greater risk by arming
teachers.
But, these arguments
fell on deaf ears to most
Republicans in the Florida
legislature, and they sent
a bill putting more guns in
schools to Governor DeSantis. Now, it’s up to us
to stop arming teachers
by making our voices
heard at the local level.
De-funding Public
Schools: Legislators who
are in the pocket of unreg-

ulated private schools
voted to take hundreds of
millions of dollars from
public schools and give
those funds to private
schools that profit off of
our children and are unregulated by local school
boards.
According to Florida
NAACP President Adora
Nweze, vouchers are “a
tool of segregation.” And
she is correct. There’s no
disguising the effort to
allow white and affluent
students to exit the public
schools to attend private
schools at the expense of
Florida taxpayers.
The charter schools
legislation is yet another
unconstitutional public
dollar funding private
schools effort that actually takes new property
tax dollars authorized by

taxpayers in certain counties and gives a portion of
it to charter schools,
many of whom donate
millions to the Republicans in the legislature
who passed the law.
Unfortunately, most
people don’t find out
about this kind of hurtful
legislation until it’s too
late. We want you to know
Democrats are fighting
and we ask you to join us
to fight against the bills
that defund our access to
education. Florida Republicans keep making these
moves because they recognize the power of our
black and brown votes,
and are passing bills that
defund our access to education and restrict our
rights to vote.
Florida Democrats are
demanding change to

make Florida a better
state for ALL Floridians,
not just those in power,
and we will never stop
working toward that end.
We don’t fear the future.
We will fight for it.
Juan Peñalosa is the executive director of the
Florida Democratic Party.
Florida Democrats have
committed to registering
200,000 Democrats before
the 2020 Presidential primary and are investing
more than $4 million in
2019, in hiring and organizing communities of color.
This investment includes
new
programs
like
www.organizingcorps2020
.com, which will give 200+
Florida students of color
paid fellowships to organize their communities and
register voters in Florida.
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Give Andrew Yang a chance
Andrew Yang is a 44year-old
entrepreneur
from New Jersey who has
a passion for math and
helping others start businesses. He is also one of
the many Democrats running for president. What
separates Yang from the
pack is his promotion of
Universal Basic Income
(UBI).
Yang wants every
American over 18 to get a
“Freedom Dividend” of
$1,000 a month, believing
that automation is a reality we must face now.
If you are looking for a
political rock star, Yang
might not impress you.
He doesn’t use flag waving clichés, nor does he
try to pit one group of voters against the other. He
is a calm and intelligent
man who seeks solutions.
The son of immigrants
from Taiwan, Yang was
born in upstate New York,
attended Brown University and law school at Columbia. He left the world
of corporate law to learn
how to build businesses.
After creating jobs in
cities hit hard by financial
crises, he founded Venture of America, an organization that went from 40
fellows to more than 500,
creating more than 2,500
jobs all over the country.
Yang was named
Champions of Change in
2012 and received other
awards from President
Obama. He believes that
the 4 million jobs lost to
automation in the Rust
Belt were the real reason
for Democrats losing the
2016 election.
Automation, not immigrants, is the real reason
we are losing jobs, and we
must meet this challenge
by rethinking work and
employment in the new
age. His vision is called
“Humanity First,” a campaign of ideas to solve the
many problems we face
not going right or left but
forward!
UBI is the issue that
sets Yang apart from the
other 2020 Democratic
candidates. Like most progressives,
he
wants
Medicare for all and pro-

grams to lower student
debt, and although he
stands out for his advocacy of UBI, he is not
alone.
Founding
Father
Thomas Paine wanted a
type of citizen’s dividend
to all United States citizens from revenues raised
through taxing land or
other natural resources.
Almost 200 years later, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
advocated a guaranteed
annual income as a safety
net for all citizens.
Yang also cites billionaires Warren Buffet and
Bill Gates, not wild anticapitalist socialists. In
1970, a bill similar to UBI
was actually passed by the
U.S. House of Representatives but died in Senate.
I am sure many are
asking: “How can we afford this? That question is
better than questioning
why it should be done, but
before I answer the question, I ask that you consider these: Did you ask
how much it would cost to
build the wall, give tax
breaks to billionaires or
continue endless wars?
Why is it easier to defend
the few that have so much
and not the many without?
About 40 million
Americans live below the
poverty line. What UBI
would do is help those
people not become rich,
but help them with the
“boot” to pull themselves
up by their “bootstraps.”
Because automation
threatens to displace
about 25 percent of the
jobs in the future, Yang
thinks we need to address
the issues now. Much of
our economy depends on
service jobs, and occupations such as truck driving, jobs that are
currently being replaced
with automation.
Look at what companies such as Amazon have
done to the retail industry.
Amazon and company like
it that made billions paid
no taxes last year! Where
technology and automation have replaced workers, they will be asked to
help fund UBI.

A value-added sales
tax will help fund it also.
In return, UBI could grow
the economy by 12 to 13
percent, helping create
about 4 million jobs. UBI
is universal, meaning
every citizen between 18
and 64 is eligible regardless of whether they work
or not, thus taking away
the stigma of just being a
giveaway to any group.
You must be a citizen, and
if you are 18 with no
diploma, you must wait
until 20 to receive it.
The state of Alaska already gives its citizens a
much smaller check at
the end of the year coming from profits by the oil
company. UBI is a radical
idea, but we are living in a
time were computers and
technology will radically
change people’s lives.
Yang appears to be a
simple man with an idea
called Human Capitalism.
He believes people are
more important than
money.
He will be on the Democratic debate stage this
summer. I sure hope you
will give him a chance and
listen to what he has to
say. In the meantime, you
can
go
to
https://www.yang2020.co
m/ and check out his
many well- explained proposals.
A $1,000 a month is
not going to solve every
problem, and some people will misuse it. I know
one guy who got two million dollars from his father and still ended up
filing for bankruptcy several times. This same person lost a billion dollars in
10 years without paying
taxes. Yet, 45 percent of
people voted for him to be
president.
Rivers-Cleveland

Combining academics and fun “hands on” learning activities,
this camp is a great way to help your child grow during the
summer. The camp uses certified teachers and experienced
teaching assistants to deliver curriculum in a
positive environment reinforcing culture and achievement.
Sponsored by the Shirley Proctor Puller Foundation, a 501(c)(3) advancing literacy
and helping close the achievement gap for students in South St. Pete.

Enroll at www.sppfoundation.com
Contact bridgette@tsppf.org for more information

Senior Café looking for clients
SENIORS, from front page

older to the Senior Café
closes to their home.
Jenkins and his staff
also package meals for
home delivery (Meals on
Wheels). Individuals age
60 and older who are
homebound for reasons
of illness, disability or isolation and their spouse,
regardless of age, and individuals at nutritional
risk who have physical,
emotional, or behavioral
conditions are eligible.
The Meals on Wheels
program allows seniors
to be independent as long
possible. Bonnie Douglass has volunteered
with the program for
close to 40 years. She
said delivery drivers act
like watchdogs for the
seniors. With someone
stopping by every day,
they are sometimes the
only people checking in
on them.
Douglass
delivers
twice a week for about an
hour to an hour and 15
minutes. Most routes are
only one day a week.
“You’re not giving up
that much of your time,
but you’re making a great
impact on your community,” she said. “It’s a
wonderful program. I
wouldn’t be committed to
it for 40 years if I didn’t
feel strongly about it.”
Besides not worrying
about their next meal,
seniors have an opportunity to socialize and exercise their minds with
board games, cards,
Bingo and educational activities.
“Anything that can
manipulate their minds
and keep their brains
challenged like math
quizzes,” said Jenkins,
who boasted about his
site being the largest with

anywhere from 60 to 70
seniors.
And if you think your
parents or grandparents
can’t party, you are mistaken. There’s a reason to
party almost weekly, and
these seniors are always
ready. From holiday parties to plain old pizza parties, the young-at-heart
golden agers have a
chance to enjoy life.
Last month during
their Spring Fling, members of the Tampa Bay
Rays heard about the festivities and showed up to
for the fun. With a carnival-like atmosphere, the
party was moved outside
with games, prizes, and of
course, good food.
“Every day is a party,”
said food aid Mary Bogans, who has worked at
the center for three years.
“I look forward to it.”
Bogans
packages
meals for the Meals on
Wheels clients and helps
coordinate activities. She
said the seniors love to
dance, especially when a
live band makes an appearance.
“When that Bingo is
over with, and they put on
CDs, the party is on,”
said Jenkins. “We’re not
just sitting around here
playing checkers. If I’m
sitting in my seat, they’ll
come and get us and
make us dance. They
love it. It rejuvenates
them.”
Besides
partying,
Senior Café clients go on
field trips to the movies,
Rays games and local museums including the
Carter G. Woodson,
Holocaust and the Armed
Forces Museums.
Essie Hills fills in at
different sites wherever
she’s needed. Her fa-

vorite month is February,
Black History Month.
She enjoys teaching the
seniors African-American
history.
Every holiday is
touted as a teachable moment. For St. Patrick’s
Day, they learn a little
Irish history, and for
Cinco de Mayo they learn
about Mexican culture.
“Every holiday; every
nationality,” said Hills.
Guest speakers often
make appearances to
keep the seniors up-todate on any changes with
Medicaid, Medicare and
the Old American Act of
1965, which is a federal
level initiative aimed at
providing comprehensive
services for older adults.
They also have an opportunity to learn about
health and wellness and
other important issues
that pertain to the older
population.
Pam O’Toole, a representative of CarePlus,
stops by twice a month to
answer any questions
about the Medicare Advantage Program. When
all questions are answered, she plays Bingo
with the retirees.
“They love Bingo; I
love Bingo. They look
forward to it,” she said.
“We go to the Dollar Tree
and pick up household
items that they can actually use for prizes.”
So, if you’re tired of
sitting at home every day
and would like to get out
and socialize and have a
nutritious meal, call
Neighborly at (727) 5739444 to find out how to
sign up for the free program. That number is
also good if you’d like to
volunteer with the home
delivery service.
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I AM:
Joseph L. Lovett Sr.
By Gwendolyn Reese
On May 29, 1959, a
headline in the St. Petersburg Times read: Lauded
for Service: Gibbs Yearbook Staff Honors ExCustodian. The article,
written by Cal Adams, extolled Joseph L. Lovett Sr.
for 37 years of service to
Gibbs High School and
marked the second time a
Gibbs yearbook was dedicated to him.
Lovett Sr., retired chief
custodian, was honored in
1936 when the first Gibbs
yearbook, a mimeographed book, was also
dedicated to him. Lovett
Sr. was the father of
Joseph Lovett, Jr. who was
one of the first three black
bus drivers, along with
Paris Lily, for Pinellas
County Schools.
The school’s busy
schedule came to a complete halt during the ceremony, which was held in
Gibbs’ auditorium. Lovett
Sr. was overcome with
emotion, and his voice was
barely audible as he expressed his thanks for the
tribute paid to him.
Speakers for the event
included Pinellas Schools
Chief Custodian Don Pierret, who said he learned
more from Lovett Sr. in 13
years than any other man
he’d met. Gibbs Junior College President John Rembert remembered Lovett
Sr. as a man who worked
tirelessly with no concern

for the hours involved, only
in getting the job done. He
could always be counted on
to keep the facilities operating and was a master at improvising when materials or
supplies were not available.
Gibbs
principal
Emanuel Stewart said the
event marked a turning
point in Lovett Sr.’s life as
he presented him with the
first copy of the school’s
1958-59 yearbook. Mrs.
Lovett shared the honors
with her husband and was
pinned with a corsage. As
he approached the microphone, he received a standing ovation that lasted for
more than four minutes
from the estimated 900
people in attendance.
Joseph L. Lovett Sr.
came to St. Petersburg from
Waynesboro, Ga., where he
was a successful farmer in
1924. In 1925, he was employed by the Pinellas
County Schools’ maintenance department and traveled the county with R. M.
Yates, handling all required
repairs and maintenance.
His career at Gibbs
began when he was sent to
the school to make repairs
and get the school ready
for occupancy as the
county’s first “Negro” high
school. Later assigned a
custodian, he remained
there until his retirement
in 1959. He not only
worked as the janitor at
Gibbs, but he was also the

driver of the black community’s first school bus, nicknamed the “Blue Goose”
because of its color.
Rosalie Peck and Jon
Wilson in their book “St.
Petersburg’s Historic 22nd
Street South,” wrote the
following:
“During the 1930s,
Manhattan Casino promoter and Gibbs High
teacher George Grogan
pledged his teaching
salary to help guarantee
payments on the first
school bus for Gibbs High.
According to the Pinellas
County school district’s official history, A Tradition
of Excellence, so did three
others: Gibbs principal
George Perkins and teachers J.K. Neal and Albert
Brooks.
“Lovett picked up students on both the north
side and the south side.
Students paid a nickel to
ride, and they along with
school faculty and staff,
were responsible for keeping the dilapidated bus
going. The bus was remembered as being so decrepit it could not climb 5th
Avenue South-called Sugar
Hill-without stalling. Boys
would get off and push it to
an even plane so it could
continue its route.”
As dedicated as Lovett
Sr. was to Gibbs High, he
was also active in his
church and the community. An article in the May

1959 edition of the Times
had a brief mention of
Lovett Sr. and Willie Drayton, Jr. returning from
Joseph Lovett, Jr., son of Gibbs chief custodian
Shreveport, La., where
Lovett Sr., with his family in the 1970s.
they attended the National Sunday School and
the Baptist Training
Union Congress, representing Second Bethel
Baptist Church.
He also served as
chairman of the Deacons
Board and Sunday School
Superintendent. In 1955,
Lovett Sr. supervised the
prayer and testimonial portion of the annual Watch
Night event organized by
seven churches to usher in
the new year. In 1958,
Lovett Sr. and six other
members were cited as
“Outstanding Members”
and recognized for contributing to the church’s
growth and prosperity
over the years during the
church’s 35th-anniversary
observance.
In 1952, he served as a
district captain when the
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, civic organizations, residents and
the County Health DepartThe Blue Goose, the
ment organized a massive
black community’s first school bus.
cleanup campaign of
Methodist Town and the Wilson. St. Petersburg’s His- Negro News. Tampa Bay
south side.
toric 22nd Street South. Times. December 31, 1954
Lovett Sr., a master Charleston: The History
Adams, Calvin. “Lauded
mason and member of Ma- Press 2006
for Service: Gibbs Yearbook
sonic Lodge No. 40, died in
News of the Negro Com- Staff Honors Ex-Custodian.
July 1959.
munity. Tampa Bay Times. Tampa Bay Times. 1959
Sources:
June 29, 1951 Pg 37
Obituaries. Tampa Bay
Peck, Rosalie and Jon
Local and National Times. July 1959

Calling all young journalist
ST. PETERSBURG —
Be a better writer, photographer and multimedia
ninja. Learn about the
news business from the inside, from local journalists
and Poynter’s expert faculty. Understand why journalism matters and how
you can be a part of it,
whether or not you plan to
pursue it as a career.
Apply to be one of a
prestigious group of high
school students in the
Tampa Bay area selected to
participate in this intensive
Poynter program. This
one-week workshop will
improve your writing and
photography, teach you
new ways to use social
media and digital storytelling tools, and hone your
understanding of journalism’s role in a democracy.
No prior journalism experience required — just
an interest in the world
around you.

Accepted participants
in the High School Journalism Program will:
• Work with globallyrenowned Poynter faculty
and prize-winning local
journalists
• Wrestle with journalism ethics
• Discover secrets to
good storytelling
• Write a personal narrative (perfect practice for
your college application
essay!)
• Create interactive online elements that could become part of your personal
or school media website
The High School Journalism Program is one of
the longest-running programs at The Poynter Institute. Founded along with
the Institute in 1975, its
goal is to give young people
the chance to learn about
writing and the values and
craft of journalism. In fact,
six participants from the

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
It is more common than
not for people to present a
perfect picture to the world
while they struggle behind
the scenes. Sometimes this
is intentional. There are
those times, however, when
the cries to truly be seen are
so loud that the only option
to survive is to walk away.
From the glitz and the
glamour, she walked away.
Meet Lauryn Noelle
Hill. Many remember her
performance in the movie
“Sister Act 2: Back in the
Habit” in which she played
Rita Louise Watson, the
stubborn-minded
high
school student with the
melodic singing voice. According to its director, Hill
improvised a masterfully
rap scene in the movie.
Others know Hill as a
brilliant singer, songwriter

and rapper who has sold
millions of records worldwide. Hill was born on May
26, 1975, in East Orange, N.
J. She was a member of the
musical group, and in 1993
they signed a contract with
Columbia/Ruf fhouse
Records.
Also in 1993, Hill graduated from Columbia High
School and enrolled in Columbia University, where
she considered majoring in
history.
Hill’s only solo album
“The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill,” was released on
August 25, 1998. It sold
422,624 copies in its first
week and thereby broke a
record for the first-week
sales by a female artist.
It received critical acclaim and 10 Grammy
Award nominations, win-

2018 High School Journalism Program later joined
our MediaWise team as
summer interns, helping
fact-check information on
Instagram, WhatsApp and
Snapchat.
We realize many students in this program won’t
go on to pursue careers in
journalism. We know, however, that all of them will
learn through this program about the critical role
of journalism and freedom
of the press in a democracy.
Who should apply?
All students who are in
8th through 12th grades
who are interested in journalism, writing, photography, or storytelling with
video are welcomed. This
workshop is excellent for
students who work in student media or are considering majoring in journalism,
mass communications, or
integrated marketing com-

munications.
Applicants do not need
to live in the Tampa Bay
area but need to make their
own housing and transportation arrangements.
Priority goes to local students. Class size is limited
to 35 students.
Application process
The application asks
you to write an essay, 50 to
100 words, telling us about
your interest in this program and why you’d like to
participate. This is the
most important component
of your application, so

please spend some time on
it. Tell us about your involvement (if any) in student media, your interest in
journalism and storytelling, and how you hope
this workshop will help
you.
Cost
Tuition for the weeklong training is $350 per
student and includes supplies, a workshop T-shirt
and lunch each day. We’ll
meet in Poynter’s comfortable, airy classrooms.
You’ll want a digital camera
to use (a smartphone is

fine), and a tablet or laptop
(if you have one).
Students applying for financial aid may request it
in the online application as
part of their “essay of interest.” Tell us whether you
qualify for free or reduced
school lunch and any special circumstances you
want us to consider.
Questions?
We’d love to hear from
you. Email us at seminars@poynter.org. Visit
https://www.poynter.org/
high-school-journalismprogram/ to apply.

She walked away
ning five. Hill made history
by becoming the first
woman to receive that
many Grammy Award
nominations in one night.
This success launched her
to international superstardom.
Seemingly, Hill was on
top of the world. Her album
sells accurately reflected its
buzz. She had television
performances and her
worldwide concert tour was
sold out.
Then, an unexpected
thing happened. In 2000,
Hill withdrew and dropped
out of the public eye. She
was not happy with the
music industry and suffered from the pressures of
fame. Hill walked away.
A young mother, Hill
did not like being unable to
go out of her house to do er-

rands without having to
worry about her physical
appearance. In response,
she stopped doing interviews and began attending
Bible study classes five days
a week. She longed to slow
things down and intentionally became introverted.
“For a period of time I
had to step away entirely,”
she told Essence magazine.
“I had to step away when I
realized that for the sake of
the machine, I was being
way too compromised. I felt
uncomfortable about having to smile in someone’s
face when I really didn’t like
them or even know them
well enough to like them.”
Hill spoke about her
emotional crisis, saying that
she had to confront her insecurities and fears about
“being black, young and

gifted in this western culture.” Now that is a powerful conclusion when you
take the time to truly sit and
reflect upon it.
Hill said that she had to
fight to retain her identity,
and was forced “to deal with
folks who weren’t happy
about that.” How many
have had a similar experience and have withheld expressing it? Where are the

safe spaces to discuss it?
Hill has returned to
public stages but on her
own terms. Her reception
has not always been applauded, nor has her journey been an easy one. She
knows herself, though, because she was courageous
enough to walk away.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Sellf-Caree
Bruunch fo
f r Meen

Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Saturday, June 1st

Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

10am-1pm
m
J o h n s Ho p k i n s $ O O  & K L O G U H Q ¶ V  + R V S L W D O
E d u c a t i o n & C o n f e r e n c e Ce n t e r
701 4th Street South
St. P eters bur g, FL
M us t r e gi s t e r t o a t t e n d b y M a y 2 4 t h .

Must be 16 years or older to participate.
N o c h i l d c a r e a va i l a b l e .
P l e a s e c a l l 7 2 7 - 7 6 7 - 6 7 8 0 f or e v e nt de t a i l s
or register a www.HHopkinsAllChildrens.oorg/selfcareformen

CONNECT WITH US!
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S.
section 865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the
fictitious name of Au’Brii Marie Collection, 4540 76th
Avenue North, Apt. 6, in the city of Pinellas Park,
County of Pinellas, State of Florida, 33781, intends
to register the said name with the Division of
Corporations of Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 25 day of April 2019,
Tabria Williams, 4540 76th Avenue North, Apt. 6,
Pinellas Park, FL 33781. Publish date of May 16, 2019.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Robert Vinson’s third anniversary celebration
ST. PETERSBURG —
This has been a year of celebrations for Faith Memorial
Missionary
Baptist
Church. The congregation
celebrated its 50th church
anniversary in March,
which was closely followed
by celebrating the third pastoral anniversary of Pastor
Robert A. Vinson, Jr. in
April.
The theme for the occasion was “Three Years of
Pastoring, Preaching, and
Teaching, with Purpose,
Passion, and Power.”
The observance took
place over three days with
tributes, worship and praise.
The celebration began on
April 24 with a Wednesday
night worship service with
Pastor Louis Murphy Sr. and
the congregation of Mt. Zion
Progressive Baptist Church

joining Pastor Vinson and
the Faith congregation for a
night filled with songs and
spirit-filled preaching.
The observance on Friday, April 26 was an evening
of entertainment honoring
Pastor Vinson, and was filled
with comedy, laughter, tributes, and music from members of Faith, as well past
mentors and friends. Among
those paying tribute to him
and First Lady Tiffani Vinson were his mother and sister.
His childhood pastor and
one of his fathers in the ministry, Rev. Don A. Gaskin,
Sr., pastor of New Philadelphia
Community
Church, Rev. Alvin Miller of
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church and
Pastor Vinson’s uncle, Pastor Clarence E. Taylor, Jr. of

the New Omega Christian
Assembly in Newark, Del.,
also joined the celebration.
The evening also included an expression of love
and admiration from the
youngest members of the
Faith family– the Youth
Church who sported t-shirts
with a picture of their
beloved pastor. The celebration culminated with a morning worship service on
Sunday, April 28 with the
message delivered by Senior Pastor Dr. Rickey L.
Houston of Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church.
Pastor Vinson came to
Faith following the death of
Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner in
2014, who served at Faith for
more than 40 years. The
church conducted a pastoral
search that lasted for more

than a year before electing
Pastor Vinson in February
2016.
The church has seen
growth in the past three
years, welcoming several
new members, the establishment of new ministries, and

increased community outreach through activities on
FAITH LAND such as the
recently held Deacons Community Fellowship and the
now bi-annual Women’s
Ministry Clothes Closet
which makes available free

clothes to anyone in need.
The church is continually
seeking new ways to evangelize to the surrounding
community. Pastors Vinson’s vision is to grow people through the word of
God.

PACT Solutions CEO Elizabeth B. Siplin and Rev.
Wayne Thompson for
spending time and pouring wisdom into the class.
The evening ended
with the class thanking
program director Deborah
Figgs-Sanders for digging
deep and helping bring the
leaders out in them. She
took the time to call out
each Emerging Leader by
name and sung all of their
praises.
“The diversity of the

leaders and the minds and
the intelligence that you
see standing here,” FiggsSanders said chocking
back the tears. “This is
such a powerful moment
for me. The memories and
the experience I will cherish for a lifetime.”
To learn more about
One Community, a comprehensive plan for economic growth for south St.
Petersburg, visit onecommunitystpete.com.

11 community leaders are dispersed out into the community
LEADERS, from front page

other event to give words
of encouragement to the
inaugural class.
“You will not always be
popular; you will not always be thanked. You
must be able to withstand
criticism and still answer
to your heart, answer to
your God,” Rouson said,
adding that he challenges
the class to take his place
and others in the community.
Pinellas County Commissioner Kenneth Welch
gave a strong warning to
the graduates to be true to
themselves because there
are pitfalls around every
corner.
“Folks are going to
come to you with their
own agendas,” he said.
“You have to be focused on
not being a leader for leadership sake, but a leader

for the impact it will make
on this community.”
City Council member
Charlie Gerdes echoed
Welch, saying, “You need
to be able to look in the
mirror in the morning and
sleep with yourself when
you lay your head on the
pillow at night. If you’re
not true to who you are,
you can’t be a leader.”
Each
Emerging
Leader stood at podium
and showed the audience
at the Manhattan Casino
what they learned and the
outcome of their hard
work for the last six
months. From delving into
empirical data on black entrepreneurship in St. Petersburg from 40 years
ago until now to a report
on the 2019 Tallahassee
Legislative Session where
the leaders worked as a

team to raise awareness of
the economic inequities
and disparities for African
Americans throughout
Florida, these young folks
have already exhibited
leadership quality.
Emerging
Leader
Mhariel
Summers
brought the room their
feet when she broke the
down the societal issues
that plague black life in St.
Petersburg and across the
country.
“Open racism and
racial discrimination have
largely subsided, but the
inequalities and inequities
that they left behind are
still very apparent in almost every dimension in
black/white life. Yet today
we have more entrepreneurs, higher education
and a better infrastructure
than ever before, so the

challenge for us as leaders
is to leverage these advancements to bridge the
societal gaps.”
Rev. Louis Murphy Sr.,
senior pastor of Mt. Zion
Progressive, gave the
passing of the torch
speech, although he was
conflicted about the term.
“Pass the baton but
stay in the race,” he
preached. “I have no problem in helping them reach
their potential, but I also
think that we have to work
together. We need the
young folk and the young
folk need us. We need
each other. This thing is
too big for any one generation to try and tackle it.”
The young leaders recognized Pinellas County
School Board chair Rene
Flowers, community activist Gwen Reese, EM-

Amiah Adams: Still dreaming
ADAMS, from front page

teenage girls. It was
amazing to watch my
child blossom.”
Adams said while she
is grateful for what the
program has done for
her daughter, she too
was inspired by the experience.
“I was blown away,”
Adams averred. “This
wasn’t just for the kids!
The parents had their
own agenda.”
She said one session,
in particular, was especially rousing.
“It helped me to realize I need to focus on my
goals again as well, and

not just help Amiah
reach hers,” Adams said.
Both say they think
the Dreamers Academy
is a fantastic opportunity
for anyone who has the
chance for the experience.
“I think more parents
need to encourage their
kids to apply,” Adams
stated. “More parents,
especially in the AfricanAmerican community,
need to seek out opportunities like this. They are
out there, but they will
not come to you.”
Amiah said she would
encourage anyone apply-

ing for the program to
take their time and not
rush.
“These are not essays
you can write in a day or
two,” she admitted. “I
worked on my essays
over the course of a couple of months. I spoke
my truth, and I think just
being yourself is important.”
For more information
on the Disney Dreamers
Academy, go to www.disneydreamersacademy.com.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychall
enger.com

Amiah Adams with superstar singing sister duo Chloe x Halle
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS

Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

A heart that believes
A heart that believes, knows that in JESUS is victory; HE died on the cross so that
we may be free.
A heart that believes, keeps no count of wrongdoing; this heart for JESUS knows
that counting blessings is worth doing.
A heart that believes, shows the world how to love; GOD’s promises demonstrate
JESUS’ miracles from above.
A heart that believes is a heart that forgives; this heart trusts that JESUS truly does
live.
A heart that believes in the fervent prayers of the righteous; is a heart full of hope
in GOD’s Holy Word and HIS promises.

Saturday, May 25, 2019
6:00 pm
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
Contact the Church Office: (727) 327-0554
Tickets are available:
Adults: $30.00
Teens: $20.00 (13-17)
Children: $15.00 (9-12)
Door Prizes
Your patronage of this annual event assists
in providing scholarships to our graduates.

A heart that believes has unshakable faith;
GOD honors the heart that believes with unmerited favor, and HIS amazing grace.
A heart that believes gives GOD all the praise; thank You LORD JESUS for a heart
that believes and forever yearns for Your loving embrace.”
AMEN
“That if thou shalt confess with thou
mouth the LORD JESUS, and shalt believe in thine heart that GOD hath raised
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Romans 1:9-10 KJV
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that
is in thee, which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy
mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.
Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift
of God, which is in thee by the
putting on of my hands. For
God hath not given us the spirit
of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind. Be not
thou therefore ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, nor of me
his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the
gospel according to the power
of God; 2 Timothy 1:5-6
We pray that all mothers
enjoyed a very blessed day on
Mother’s Day, a day of celebration and remembrance of the
contributions of mothers, who
are a great gift of God, who
sometimes give you things you
didn’t want (discipline). From
the text 2 Timothy 1:5-8 Paul reminded Timothy that where he
is and that he has come from
Godly women who have sown
faith into his life. Sunday’s message from Pastor Brown was
‘Lessons Learned From A
Mother’s Table’ and asked the
question ‘So What Did This
Mother and Grandmother Pass
Along.’ Paul suggested to Timothy that there were things his
mother and grandmother
passed on to him. From v.5 Paul
wanted Timothy to remember
that didn’t get what he had on
his own, it was passed on from
his mother and grandmother
and he has them because he
learned from their table. The
first thing that Timothy’s
mother and grandmother
passed on to Timothy (and to

the lives of us) was ‘A Faith
That’s Fixed’. Paul wanted Timothy to know that his mother
and grandmother gave to him
not a funny or fickle faith but a
fixed faith. Fixed faith says that
even though things don’t go the
way you hope they’ll go you
know God will make a way. Timothy had an unwavering and sincere faith in God. We need to
give to our children a fixed faith
that says don’t just trust God
when it’s convenient but trust
God at all times and in spite of
what may be going on. A fixed
faith doesn’t just believe in God
on Sunday but believes every
day of the week. Secondly,
from verse 6 we see Timothy’s
mother and grandmother
passed on ‘A Faith That’s on
Fire. Paul told Timothy to stir
up the gift in him which means
that he needed to stoke the
fire, fan the fire and make the
fire become alive. This fiery
faith he spoke of was from his
mother and grandmother. A
fiery faith can mean that when
you walk into a room things
change. We should be looking
for ways to use faith to open
doors and make changes in
our home and our lives. Good
mothers show us how to keep
our faith alive and to keep our
faith on fire. The final point
from vs. 7 and 8 was that godly
mothers and grandmothers
passed on a ‘Faith that Fights.’
The enemy of the faith of God
is fear. But God’s word says
that he has not given us a spirit
of fear but of power and of love
and of a sound mind. If we
aren’t careful fear will zap us of
our faith but when we have
real faith, faith can fight
against your fears, and they

will have to give way to the will
of God. So, we learn to not
fight with our fists but to fight
with our faith. Faith works!
Again, we pray that mothers
were honored by their children not only on Mother’s Day
but every day that God gives
and that mothers will pass on
to their children the principles
that Timothy mother passed
on to him. Please join us at St.
Mark any day the doors are
opened.
The Pizza Ministry has a
few more weeks of service in
Childs Park on Mondays from
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. We thank the
Brotherhood of St. Mark for the
magnificent Mother’s Day
Luncheon on Saturday and the
continued honoring of mothers
on Sunday. St. Mark High
School Seniors are reminded
that the time to apply for various
scholarship is drawing near.
Please don’t miss the opportunity to receive financial help for
your upcoming college days.
On Sunday, May 19 at 3:30 p.m.
the Women’s Intermediate Auxiliary Ministry (WIA’s) will hold
their 500 Women in Blue service with Rev. Troy Adams and
the of New Jerusalem family as
their guests. The theme is
‘God’s Precious Jewels Working
Together in Unity’. Please join
us in this worship opportunity.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study - Wednesdays @9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Preparation
Romans 8:28
The circumstances under
which you were conceived are
part of your preparation to be
a Wayshower. Whether your
parents were married, separated or divorced, your conception was perfect for your
purpose. Maybe your parents
were unmarried teenagers or
adults who had not planned
on having any more children;
your conception was still divine. Even if you were the
product of rape, incest, abuse
or adultery, the principle of
Divine Order remains in effect. As challenging as it may
be, the Kingdom Principle of
Divine Order reminds you of
the truth that everything that

peared to him in a dream informing him that Jesus was
not conceived out of wedlock
but by the Holy Ghost. With
each scenario people put a
dark cloud around the circumstances of Jesus’ conception.
There are no accidents.
There are no coincidences.
There are no mistakes. Therefore, you have nothing to be
ashamed of and there is no
reason to hold your head
down about the vehicle that
brought you to this planet.
Like Jesus, you can show people that regardless of the circumstances surrounding your
birth, you can live a happy,
healthy, prosperous, and successful life (3 John 1:2).

has happened in your life happened exactly the way that it
is supposed to happen (Genesis 50:20). Your conception is
no exception.
Jesus, your Wayshower,
was not born under ideal circumstances (Matthew 1:1625). His conception was
Immaculate yet very few people believed it. Many people
believed that Joseph and
Mary did not wait until their
honeymoon to consummate
their
marriage.
Others
thought that Mary was unfaithful to her fiancé, Joseph
and that Jesus was the result
of that infidelity. Joseph even
considered calling off the
wedding until an angel ap-

The Rock of Jesus MBC
Pastor Frank Peterman
Jr. and the Missionary Society of The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church wish
to cordially invite you to our
fourth annual “Evening in
Red,” to be held on Sunday,
May 19, 2019 at 3:30 P.M.
Our church is located at
3940 18t Avenue South St.
Petersburg, FL 33711.
The purpose of this worship service is to bring local

churches together to continue worship and service in
unity, under one God.
Our speaker for the occasion will be Minister Corey
Givens Jr., Associate Minister of the Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church. The
theme is, “Evening in Red:
Christian Women Celebrating the Royal Priesthood of
Jesus Christ.” The scriptural
basis is derived from

Proverbs 31:10 and the celebratory colors are red and
white.
We pray that you will be
able to attend and share in
this time of fellowship. For
your convenience, you may
call the church administrator
at (727) 327-0015 or contact
Sis. Burma Reed at (727)2769016, with your confirmation.
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