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The 2019 Tampa Bay Collard Green Fest will highlight Gullah-Geechee
cooking and culture along with urban agriculture this Saturday at the
Woodson Museum. Above photo is from last year’s event.

Tampa Bay Collard
Green Fest this weekend
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG –
Friendly boasting between
friends as to who could cook
the tastiest collard greens has
grown into the second annual
Tampa Bay Collard Green Festival (TBCGF) happening this
Saturday from 9-4 p.m. at the
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum.
In partnership with the
Woodson Museum, Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
Healthy
Start
program
and the University of Florida
Family Nutrition Program, the
festival will include entertainment, vendors, exhibitions and
a salute to the almighty collard
with a taste testing competition.
Collard greens are synonymous with southern cuisine; in

fact, South Carolina named the
leafy plant as its state vegetable,
and festivals all over the South
are held annually.
TBCGF founders Boyzell
Hosey and Samantha Harris
have strived to make the event
family oriented, fun and informative. Several renowned professionals in the fields of
agriculture, food and the arts
will be on hand.
Howard Gunn, Jr., the
founder and former president
of the Florida Black Farmers
and Agricultural Association,
we will be there to discuss
the importance of growing
fresh produce, and the nutritional value received versus
processed foods.
The Tuskegee University
graduate is the owner of AgGrow Consultants and an advisor to the University of Florida

Sustainable Agriculture Research Education board. For
the festival, he’s partnered with
HG Farms to bring a pop-up
farmer’s market where people
can purchase fresh fruits and
vegetables.
Gunn, Jr. hopes the event
will bring awareness as to
where food comes from, and
spark an interest in festivalgoers to start personal gardens.
TBCGF is not just a delicious way to pay homage to the
soul food staple, but it also celebrates African-American culture through art and music.
International mix media
artist Sonja Griffin Evans will
be representing the arts community. Her artwork depicting
Gullah life leaps from the canvas with bold, brilliant colors
while incorporating wood, tin
See GREENS, page 6

Her responsibility

Local residents making a difference
in Liberia
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BY KARIN
DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG —
Ernie Coney said his recent
missionary trip was nothing
short of life changing. He and
six members of the Bahnhill
Lighthouse Mission traveled
to Liberia, West Africa, for 10
days to visit Bahntown, an area
in the region the mission has
raised money to give the community a well for clean water
and a school for the children,
with plans to do even more.
The mission, founded in
2012, is an independent nonprofit created to share the
teachings of the Bible and support the needs of the citizens
of Liberia. The organization is
the vision of Rev. George Graham, a missionary who began
his service to the people of
Liberia in 1974.
Coney said he heard about

the mission from a friend who
encouraged him to get involved after seeing his commitment to other community
initiatives in the area.
“I wanted to be a part because the people needed the
help,” Coney said. “God just
led me that way.”
Now, as the mission’s

Dr. Arnett Smith, Jr.
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Historic
McCabe
United
Methodist
Church honored Dr. Arnett Smith,
Jr. with the James B. Sanderlin
Black History Award for his part
in the Civil Rights Movement last
Sunday, Feb. 10.
In front of a joint service that
united two historic churches, 124year-old Christ United Methodist
Church and 113-year-old McCabe,
Smith was presented the award by
Rev. Jana Hall-Perkins, who also
made history in 2017 by becoming
McCabe’s first woman senior pastor.
“If you go into the historical
background, you’re going to find
many, many people whose names
probably will never surface in part
of this movement,” said Smith, Jr.
“I just want you to memorialize
those people in your hearts, in
your prayers, during this special
emphasis on black history. Memorializing because they contributed,
in some instances, much more
than I ever could have contributed,
for many of them contributed their
lives.”
Smith, Jr. joined the Civil
Rights Movement as a student
while attending Florida A&M University in 1952. He was among the
students organized to march and
sit in under the leadership of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
Rev. CK Steele in Tallahassee. He
listened to Dr. King’s instructions
about staying calm and remaining
nonviolent before marching from
FAMU’s campus to uptown Tallahassee.
He participated in the pickets
and sit-ins at McCrory’s lunch
counter because of their refusal to
serve black patrons. Although
there were no particular arrests or
incidents, there were foreign liquids and paints thrown onto them
by angry white individuals who
were against the movement.

board president, Coney has
had the chance to travel to
Liberia to see some of the
work the organization’s donations have already brought to
the community, as well as assess what else needs to be
done.
“It took about $30,000 to

While working as a teacher in
Levy County in a small town called
Williston, Smith, Jr. was once
again moved to join marches and
demonstrations in Ocala, this time
under the leadership of Rev. Pinckney. In Ocala, he was arrested and
put in jail along with two of his

See LIBERIA, page 5

See MCCABE, page 10
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Forty Acres and a Mule: The idea of
reparations for slavery is not new
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

In W.E.B. DuBois’ seminal work “Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880,”
he spoke approvingly of the
actions taken by the abolitionists at the end of the Civil
War. He felt they understood the true path to freedom lay in economic
empowerment for the newly
emancipated.
DuBois agreed with the
abolitionists’ recognition
that Negro progress and assimilation into American society depended upon a
sound economic footing
after the defeat of forced,
free labor.
He stated, “They saw
that the Negro needed land
and education and that his
vote would only be valuable
to him as it opened the
doors to a firm economic
foundation and real intelligence…to give him land
and schools, the battle
would be won…however…

Stevens could not get…his
plan of land distribution, and
Sumner failed…in his effort
to provide for a national system of Negro schools.”
It is clear they understood the notion of reparations for nearly 240 years of
slavery.
According to Harvard
historian Henry Louis
Gates, “the federal government’s massive confiscation
of private property — some
400,000 acres — formerly
owned by Confederate land
owners, and its methodical
redistribution to former
black slaves” occurred because black people demanded it after the Civil
War.
This concept was
codified in Union General William T. Sherman’s
“Special Field Order No.
15” on Jan. 16, 1865,
which consisted of three
parts.
Section One
“The islands from
Charleston, south, the abandoned rice fields along the

Breaking
the Cycle
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

fronted with competing religious truth-claims from
the world’s philosophies
and religions. We need to
explain the unanswered
questions that have been
obstacles for a person to receive the gospel. This can
only take place when we
have prepared ourselves to
answer the objections by
His Word.
Without being taught a
correct understanding of
crucial passages one will accept an interpretation of
Scripture not based on
truth, and will walk in falsehood, deceived and unable
to be used by the Lord.
Doctrine is God’s way to
have us become steadfast in
essential truth. To have the
truth one must correctly
understand what is being
said in the Scripture otherwise they are heading toward a shipwreck. As Peter
wrote of Paul: “His letters
contain some things that
are hard to understand,
which ignorant and unsta-

ble people distort, as they
do the other Scriptures, to
their own destruction.
Therefore, dear friends,
since you already know
this, be on your guard so
that you may not be carried
away by the error of lawless
men and fall from your secure position” (2 Peter 3: 1517). We are secure if we
stay with what is written!
Where do we stand on
Israel? It was the Jews that
brought the gospel and discipled the gentiles. In the
last days it is to be the gentiles that bring the gospel to
the Jews. The outreach to
the Jewish people is a missing component to the
church and we will be held
responsible for this neglect.
For it is God’s focus for the
last days into the tribulation.
Twice Jesus specifically
said, “blessed are they that
hear the word of God, and
keep it” (Luke 11:28; also
8:21) referring to the person in Psalm 1 who will be
as a fruitful tree. John 15:8:

17 33 24 DAYS
6-5
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Baptist minister Ulysses L. Houston, one of the
pastors who met with Sherman, led 1,000
blacks to Skidaway Island, Ga., where they
established a self-governing community with
Houston as the “black governor.”
served acknowledgment of
the contributions they had
made to the Union’s victory.
The amazing aspect of
this notion codified in Field
Order 15, was that it came
from 20 black ministers who
met with General Sherman
and Secretary of War Edwin
McMasters Stanton on Jan.
12, 1865, in Savannah, Ga.
They also asked for the land
and the mule to till the
ground.
This hopeful resolution
was cut off for all who failed
to take immediate advantage of the order because
President Lincoln was
shortly thereafter assassinated, and unfortunately,
Lincoln’s predecessor was a
Confederate sympathizer.
He overturned Field

2-3
4-6

“This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to
be my disciples.” We are
showing ourselves to be in
relationship with Him by
learning which when applied will produce the fruit
of the Spirit in our lives.
This is supposed to be a natural process of the Holy
Spirit’s work in a believer’s
life as we co-operate by obedience. If a person is a devoted Christian but has not
discipled another, it means
they have not taken the
time to reproduce. We do
not measure a person’s spiritual life by how many disciples they produce but it
certainly should be part of
their development to maturity.
We too are supposed to
be equipped in the church
to be able to answer people
and lead them to a correct
understanding of what is
written. But to do this we
must know the Scripture.
Believers that see the

power of God at work in
their life personally are the
ones to confidently speak
the gospel to others.
The church can grow
by different means. But not
all growth is equal. Growth
without a basis on the Bible
can never produce health,
this type of church always
has a large amount of problems; backbiting; gossip;
lack of love and care for the
brethren; competition; control over people, carnality,
adultery; divorce, etc.
These problems are
never be fully absent because certain people will be
struggling, but the church
will have a healthy atmosphere because they are
spiritual
not
carnal.
Churches that are healthy
concentrate on the gospel
and discipleship, they have
far less of these works of
the flesh because they are
busy doing the Lords work.
The church will not survive the many faceted attacks from both outside and
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dealt with as such…”
Section Three
“…each family shall
have a plot of not more than
(40) forty acres of tillable
ground, and when it borders
on some water channel, with
not more than 800 feet water
front, in the possession of
which land the military authorities will afford them
protection, until such time as
they can protect themselves,
or until Congress shall regulate their title…”
Field Order 15, signed in
1865, covered 400,000
acres of land that would be
redistributed to newly freed
black people. A later order
provided for the use of a
mule for each 40 acres.
The importance of General Sherman’s Field Order
15 is the fact that it acknowledged that newly freed
black people deserved to be
compensated for more than
200 years of brutally enforced slavery.
General Sherman and
President Lincoln also
agreed that black people de-

Order15 in the fall of 1865
and mightily worked to return the land to the Confederates who owned it prior to
their defeat in the Civil War.
This historical reversal is
a common thread throughout American history, which
is why constant vigilance is
always required and why
black people should not
sleep on their aspirations for
full civil rights. We must forever continue to assert and
struggle for them.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently
the president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life
and History, Inc.

Biblical Discipleship, The Missing Cogwheel
in the Black Church – Conclusion

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Praise the Lord saints.
The gospel is not supposed to be a message you
must attend church to hear
but a message that is to go
out from the church, told to
those who would not attend
church services. We are to
present an intellectual understanding of the fallen
state of man from God’s
perspective to impact the
culture. Apologetics is necessary in a twofold way; to
explain the gospel as the
only solution among the
various religions and to preserve the faith of the believers from corruption. We
cannot persuade people by
feelings but by objective
reasoning, helping them
understand the Bible, logic
that is Scripture based.
Should we expect God
given success when we
have substituted human
concepts for the Bibles
Holy Word to convict and
convince people of the
truth.
Today we are con-

rivers for thirty miles back
from the sea, and the country bordering the St. Johns
river, Florida, are reserved
and set apart for the settlement of the negroes now
made free by the acts of war
and the proclamation of the
President of the United
States.”
Section Two
“At Beaufort, Hilton
Head, Savannah, Fernandina, St. Augustine and Jacksonville, the blacks may
remain in their chosen or accustomed vocations–but on
the islands, and in the settlements hereafter to be established, no white person
whatever, unless military officers and soldiers detailed
for duty, will be permitted to
reside; and the sole and exclusive management of affairs will be left to the freed
people themselves, subject
only to the United States military authority and the acts
of Congress. By the laws of
war, and orders of the President of the United States, the
negro is free and must be
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inside the Church if we do
not know what we believe
and why we believe it. We
should know why the Bible
is a preserved book of literature that is inerrant, and infallible, being without error
in its teaching. The deity of
Christ which rests on Jesus’
unique claim that He came
from heaven and is Lord.
The doctrine of the Trinity
(the triune nature of God),
Jesus’ personhood as God,
just as the Father and the
Holy Spirit is God is always
under attack (even from inside the church). The
teaching of the immortality
of our soul and the eternal
state of the dead, being with
Christ in heaven or separated from Him in Hell is always being questioned. All
of these teachings are
under tremendous attack
by unbelievers, carnal
Christians and cultists.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Don’t miss family tour de force ‘PIPELINE’ in
its final weeks at American Stage
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Must-see theater is happening live at American
Stage as “PIPELINE,” Dominique Morisseau’s play
examining the factors surrounding a young African
American student’s implosion under a hostile
school environment and
familial dysfunction, enters its final weeks.
“PIPELINE” closes Feb.
24, and its important messages need to be seen in
our ever-more challenging and problematic educational system.
The play explores

what causes Omari,
played with intensity by
Andrew
Montgomery
Coleman, to explode in an
act of violence at school.
The undercurrent of the
action interrogates the
various ways youth of
color – especially boys,
but more and more often
girls – are put on the pathway to the much-dreaded
school-to-prison pipeline.
The play also examines parental responsibility,
revealing
how
children are impacted by
family
stress.
In
“PIPELINE,” Omari’s divorced parents, played by
Gyllian Glasco and Aaron
Morton, are out of synch

and unable to work together and have chosen
to shuttle Omari off to a
privileged
boarding
school, culminating in disaster.
While Omari clearly
exhibits the poor decision-making skills and immature impulse-control
that plagues most teens,
Morisseau holds most accountable the tone-deaf
educators whose bias becomes key in making bad
situations worse and the
parents who’ve let vital
communication and bonding time slip at home.
“PIPELINE’s” direc-

Photo courtesy of Joey Clay Photography

(L-R) Cranstan Cumberbatch (Dun), Aaron Morton (Xavier),
Cynthia Beckert (Laurie), Kiara Hines (Jasmine),
Andrew Montgomery Coleman (Omari) and Gillian Glasco (Nya)

See PIPELINE, page 4
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INSURANCE
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WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
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Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment
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2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
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ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712
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“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”
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St. Petersburg, FL 33707
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The following job(s) are currently available:
• Utility Groundskeeper (Job ID 19918)
• Mail Clerk (Job ID 19919)
For information regarding the position listed above, please visit:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
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COMMUNITY NEWS
U.S. Rep. Castor invites NAACP chair as her guest to State of the Union
WASHINGTON, D.C. –
U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor
(FL14), chair of the U.S.
House Select Committee
on the Climate Crisis,
highlighted the importance of climate justice
with her special guest to
the State of the Union address Leon W. Russell,
chair of the NAACP National Board of Directors.
The National Climate
Assessment, jointly released by 13 federal agencies in Nov., noted that
across all climate risks,
low-income communities,
communities of color and
those experiencing discrimination are disproportionately affected by
extreme weather and climate events.
“We must work with
our neighbors and empower working-class communities across America
as we build a clean energy
economy and a just transition from fossil fuels. A
clean energy future with
quality jobs can lift and
protect the health of disproportionately affected
communities,” said Castor.
The NAACP is tack-

ling the climate crisis as a
human and civil rights
issue because so many of
our neighbors are exposed to industrial and
carbon pollution. The climate crisis is already contributing to displacement,
chronic health conditions
and even death in low-income communities, communities of color and
those experiencing discrimination.
“Taking on the climate crisis and attacking
economic injustice go
hand in hand. Low-income communities are
more likely to be located
next to a polluting facility,” Castor said. “Children and their families
from low-income commu-

nities, communities of
color, and those experiencing discrimination are
then more likely to have
high rates of asthma and
other chronic diseases
that lead to, among other
things, learning difficulties and certainly missed
days of school.
“Missed
days
of
school lead to missed
days of work for parents
who are sick themselves
or caring for sick children. These families are
caught in a cycle that decreases their chances and
the chances of even future
generations to thrive and
realize the American
Dream. An urgent response to breaking this
cycle will be a primary

focus of my new Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis.”
Leon W. Russell is
from Castor’s home of
Tampa Bay. He retired in
2012 from his longtime
post of director of the Office of Human Rights for
Pinellas County. He is the
current chair of the
NAACP National Board of
Directors and has served
as a member of the
NAACP board of directors for 27 years.
“The climate crisis disproportionately impacts
communities of color,
whether it’s flooding, displacement or proximity of
industrial pollution sites
near our communities increasing health-related

problems or the failure to
have equal access to economic opportunities in
the green economy – our
communities are suffering and caught in the middle,” said Chairman
Russell.
The NAACP Environmental and Climate Justice
Program
were
created to provide resources and support community leadership in
addressing this human
and civil rights issue by
advocating for these three
objectives:
1. Reduce Harmful Emissions, Particularly
Greenhouse
Gases
We combine action on
shutting down coal plants
and other toxic facilities at
the local level, as well as
building of new toxic facilities, with advocacy to
strengthen development,
monitoring, and enforcement of regulations at federal, state, and local
levels. Also includes a
focus on corporate responsibility and accountability.
2. Advance Energy
Ef ficiency and Clean

Energy
We work at the state
level on campaigns to
pass renewable energy
and energy efficiency
standards while simultaneously working at the
local level with small businesses, unions, and others
on
developing
demonstration projects to
ensure that communities
of color are accessing revenue generation opportunities in the new energy
economy, while providing
safer, more sustainable
mechanisms for managing energy needs for our
communities and beyond.
3.
Strengthen
Community Resilience
and Livability
We work to ensure
that communities are
equipped to engage in
sustainability/climate action planning that integrates
policies
and
practices on advancing
food justice, advocating
for transportation equity,
upholding
civil
and
human rights in emergency management, and
facilitate
participatory
democracy.

w w w . T h e W e e k l y C h a l l e n g e r. c o m

The psychologist
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Dr. LaDonna Butler believes in the power of
strong African-American
women such as the ones
she witnessed growing up
with her grandmother in
south St. Pete. As a young
lady, she admired these
women, and now she is
the target of admiration.
Young ladies can look to
her as an example of
strength and perseverance.
Butler had a child
while still in high school,
is a survivor of domestic
and sexual violence as a
teen, her father struggled
with addiction, and she
had issues with her
mother. Those ingredients were a recipe for failure, but she did not
become a statistic.
Graduating
from
Gibbs High School, she
attended Springfield College on scholarship where
she earned a bachelor’s
degree as well as a master’s degree in human
services with a focus on
clinical mental health
counseling. She eventually went back to school
and finished her doctorate
Counselor Education and
Supervision at Argosy
University.
Butler serves as an In-

fant-Family Mental Health
Consultant at the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg – Family Studies Center and is the vicechair of Healthy Start
Coalition and the Minority Mental Health Conference in St. Pete.
Now married with five
children, Imari, Kira,
Mason, Oren and Quinci,
she looks backs at her career as a student and establishing herself as a
professional and wonders
how she made it through.
“It felt like a whirlwind. Either I was pregnant or was postpartum. I
was in school or trying to
establish a career. Made
lots of mistakes during
that time because it was
too much,” Butler said.
The
presence
of
strong black women in
her life helped her
through difficult periods.
She remembers her elementary school assistant
principal Clarice Pennington, now senior pastor of
the Christian Generation
Center
of
H.O.P.E
Church, sitting with her
while she was going
through problems.
“I don’t remember the
conversation, but I remember her sitting. She
was a beautiful and powerful black woman taking
the time to sit with a
young girl,” Butler stated.
She also spoke of

when she was pregnant
and relied on the strength
and support of activist
Gwen Reese, or the time
when
businesswoman
Gloria Campbell helped
her find an address for
her first clinical practice.
These strong black
women—who she stands
on the shoulders of—are
still a constant presence
in her life. When she’s the
only African-American
women in the room, she
draws on their strength
and wisdom.
As the founder and
CEO of The Well For Life,
a full-service healing
space in south St. Pete
that gives a physical space
for individuals in need of
mental health counseling,
wellness and self-care resources, Butler strives to
bring strength and healing to the community.
Dealing with the
stigma
Black people generally
struggle with the term
“mental health” because
of the confusion on what
that is. Butler explains
that mental health is the
capacity to cope with the
normal stresses of life, the
ability to “bounce back.”
“When we start thinking of mental health as the
same as physical health,
which one day we’ll get to,
we’ll see it on a bigger
spectrum,” Butler said.
While someone can be

doing well in their vocation, out in the community volunteering and
active in their church,
that same person may not
want to get out of bed at
times. The pressure from
unspoken rules and unrealistic expectations from
society can become too
much to handle ,and at
times medication may be
needed until that person
can work through their issues.
Instead of seeking
professional help, many
people in the black community will try and mask
the problem, which can
lead to depression, anxiety and self-medication.
Butler stresses seeking
professional help.
“I can have the diagnosis of schizophrenia,
and I can pray and be active in the community as
long as I’m also taking the
medications that help stabilize and minimize the
things that I’m hearing
and seeing that other people don’t see,” she said.
In her practice, she
sees plenty of African
Americans living with
traumatic stress and anxiety. Economic, social and
racial injustice has a
tremendous impact on
psychological or physiological health.
Butler also has millennials showing up asking
for more relevancy and

transparency, questioning
their religion and spirituality.
“You drop that into a
small place like St. Petersburg, and that’s the perfect recipe for toxic
stress,” she said.
As a licensed mental
health counselor and certified addictions professional, Butler opened The
Well For Life to be a space

for individuals to experience wellness and wellbeing in a way that feels
natural to them. She encourages anyone needing
help coping with day-today life to call (727) 2510743 or log on to
thewellforlife.org.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the Tampa
Bay area.

Don’t miss family tour de force ‘PIPELINE’ in its final weeks at American Stage
From PIPELINE, page 3

tor, L. Peter Callender
(“Joe Turner’s Come and
Gone” and “A Raisin in
the Sun”) shared, “This
piece is an indictment on
the malaise which is the
national education system. It has gotten to a
point where it is actually
failing our students of
color.”
Callender related to
the play as an educator
and a former latch-key kid
with a single mom; he believes PIPELINE is 2018
MacArthur award-winning Morisseau’s most
important play so far. He
noted that it asks all who
watch it to consider
where America has failed
its children, especially
those of color.
“What is in place to
help that student as op-

posed to just throwing
them away,” Callender
queried. “That’s basically
what we do, and now the
student thinks, I’m bad,
I’m no good, I can’t learn,
I can’t study, I don’t belong in this classroom.
Well, where do they belong?” he pressed.
Callender
asserted
these conditions cause
youth to turn to places
where they feel a sense of
belonging or acceptance –
which often leads to
gangs, drugs, violence,
arrest.
“And
consequently, in a number of
years that student is on
their way to the pipeline
into jail. And it starts with
that school situation,
where the teacher says
you don’t belong here,
you’re bad, get out of my

classroom, you are suspended.”
Community engagement
covering
“PIPELINE’s” relevant
themes included service
and advocacy organization Legacy-56 inviting
over 100 parents, partners
and students to a fourhour experience entitled,
“Dismantling the School
to Prison Pipeline,” made
possible by an MLK Day
of Service grant in partnership with American
Stage. Community partners included AMIKids,
Mount Moriah Christian
Fundamental School and
Men of Yesterday, Today,
and the Future.
“To my surprise, only
about 25 percent of the
audience was familiar
with the term ‘school to

prison pipeline’”, said Dr.
Katurah
Jenkins-Hall,
president of Legacy-56.
“Once explained, it was
strikingly familiar to
every adult in the room.
There are systemic factors based on race that
work against our students’ success.”
“The play illustrated
powerfully the tensions
between what parents
want, what students need
and what the system offers,” she added. “Subtle
racism (conscious or unconscious) beats down
our students, our teachers, and the resource officers who are there to
protect them.”
One of “PIPELINE’s”
most moving elements is
the recurring, thematic
use of Pulitzer Prize-win-

ning poet Gwendolyn
Brooks’ poem, “We Real
Cool.” Brook’s haunting
poem evokes a different
aspect of youth who have
found themselves unable
to cope or feel nourished
in school – and who often
also meet tragic ends as a
result of their choices to
turn their backs on education.
Jenkins-Hall, a parent
of two adult sons and a
clinical
psychologist
shared that she related
strongly to the themes of
the play.
“Our fear is not that
our students cannot be
successful in the school
systems, the fear is literally one of life and death.
Will my black son come
home today, will the
teacher be safe in the

classroom, and will the security officer be effective
help — or a part of the
problem?”
You still have time to
get tickets to see the
play. Make it your business to see this production; these are issues our
communities can’t afford
to ignore.
“PIPELINE” by Dominique Morisseau, directed by L. Peter
Callender, is showing
from now through Feb. 24
at American Stage, 163
3rd St. N.
For more information
or to purchase tickets, visit
www.americanstage.org or
call 727-823-PLAY (7529).
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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Bahnhill Lighthouse Mission helps West African residents
LIBERIA, from front page

build the school,” Coney
said. “Right now, we
have about 190 children.”
The students are currently in elementary
school and can remain
there until the sixth
grade. Then, they must
travel a long distance to
continue their middle
and high school classes.
Coney said for many families, the distance and
cost are just too far, making it nearly impossible
for many of the children
to continue their education.
“We hope to build a
middle and high school
for them,” Coney revealed.
The group also has
plans to try and make the
school free in the future.
Unlike the United States
where a free public
school education is provided, in Liberia parents
have to pay to send their

children to school.
“We are trying to get
donations to defray the
cost,” Coney stated. “It
takes about $1,000 to pay
teachers and keep the
school running.”
There are also basic
needs that many in the
area don’t have, things
that Coney said many of
us in this country tend to
think are a guarantee.
“They don’t have electricity or clean water –
just basic needs,” he
averred. “We take so
much of that for granted
here.”
Along with assisting
with the basics, the
group has a long-range
plan to build a medical
clinic. According to the
mission, many in the
community die en route
to the hospital because it
is far away and it takes so
long to get there.
Coney and several

other members of the
mission are already planning their return trip to
the area.
“God has just put it on
our hearts to go,” Coney
stated. “We spend so
much time preaching in
the building that we don’t
get out of the building
where the real work
needs to be done.
This past visit was
Coney’s first mission trip,
and he said since he’s
made the journey, the experience has genuinely
impacted his view of life.
“It was truly lifechanging,” he said. “All
of us were changed by
this trip. It was an affirmation that we were
doing what God has
asked us to do.”
To learn more about
the Bahnhill mission, or
to make a donation, visit
www.bahnhilllighthousemission.org.

OPEN CASTING CALL
The 8th annual “Passion/
The Resurrection”
production is looking for:
Actors • Praise Dancers
Christian Rap Artist
Auditions: Feb 17 & Feb 24
Location: Victory Christian Center, 3012 18th Ave S.
Actors can have a monologue
or we can do improvisation
Rap Artist be prepared to perform
Dancers can be choreographed or freelance

This is an amazing opportunity for locals
to showcase their talent while participating
in this rewarding form of outreach.
For more information,
contact Angelia Fletcher at (727) 403-8111
or Dominique Patterson at (727) 768- 1473.
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Tampa Bay Collard Green Festival promises fun for the whole family
GREENS, from front page

and other materials to
bring thought-provoking
subject matter to life.
Born and raised in a geographic and cultural region along South Carolina’s
coast called Lowcountry,
Evans’ artwork is heavily
influenced by the area,
which prides itself on the
preservation of African culture that was brought over
by slaves in the 1700s.
Known as Gullah
Geechee, the people living
in some regions of the Lowcountry—which also in-

cludes parts of Georgia,
Florida and the Sea Islands—have
retained
much of their African heritage due in part to its geographic isolation. This
distinctive group of tidewater communities has stuck
together throughout the
centuries, preserving their
African cultural heritage
and carving out a lifestyle
that is uniquely its own.
“Our ancestors were
not slaves in Africa, they
were agricultural engineers and masterful crafts-

(L-R) Boyzell Hosey, Bernard Rembart,
last year’s winner of the collard green cook-off,
Broderick “Buckwheat” Scott of Wild 94.1
and Samantha Wilson.

“Freedom Dance” by mix media artist Sonja
Griffin Evans, who will be discussing the
importance of Gullah artwork to AfricanAmerican culture.

men, people who were intelligent,” said Evans, who
owns Gumbo e-Gallery.
“The importance of the
Gullah artwork to our culture is to encourage and
uplift. It shows our struggles, our history and the
spirituality of our ancestors
to overcome obstacles and
to encourage the next generation.”
Evans will give a visual
and oral presentation of the
rich Gullah history using
flash cards and two of her
paintings “First Decoration
Day” and “American Gullah.”
This year’s festival is
full of Gullah culture. Basket weavers Michael
Smalls, a seventh generation basket-sewer, and his
former apprentice, Dino
Badger, will demonstrate
the art of weaving sweetgrass baskets.
Sweetgrass
basket
sewing is a craft that originated in Sierra Leone, West
Africa, and was brought to
the Lowcountry of South
Carolina by enslaved
African people. Basketry
was first used for the harvesting of rice, fruits and
vegetables on the plantations, and later used for
decorative purposes.
And last, but not least,
on the Gullah tip, celebrity
chef Sallie Ann Robinson,
the Gullah Diva, will
demonstrate Lowcountry
cooking with two of her favorite Gullah dishes: potato
salad with shrimp and fried
ribs. She’ll also show St.
Pete how deviled crab, crab
rice and collard greens are
cooked Gullah style.
Author of “Gullah
Home Cooking the Daufuskie Way” and “Cooking
the Gullah Way, Morning,
Noon, and Night,” Robinson—a sixth-generation
Gullah—was born on Dau-

“There’s no place like home…”
With a click of her heels, St. Petersburg Housing Authority Resident
Interest Committee member, Sharlene Gambrell-Davis, said “There’s
no place like home”, after addressing the City Council, during the Public Comment segment of a recent meeting of the Council. Noting that
although she and her former senior neighbors have been relocated to
nice apartments outside of Jordan Park, they really “miss the closeness”
of the community they once shared.
“We’re older people but we’re on board with having a beautiful new
place to live in, and we want it now!, said the Housing commissioner.
“At this stage of life, every day is a gift and we want to be able to enjoy
all of the new features shown in the plans for years to come. But most
important, to me, is the fact that the new senior building will be safe
from the maintenance problems we’ve had in the past. We’re glad the
Housing Authority bought Jordan Park back, because a lot of money
has already been spent to make things better, while the construction is
going on.” The Housing Commissioner’s sentiments were shared by a
fellow presenter to the City Council, and former neighbor, who added
that she also wants to speed things up so she can return to Jordan Park
while she is still mobile enough to enjoy the new building and the outside amenities.
Having met with City Council, in a Committee of the Whole, (COW),
format the day after the referenced comments were offered by residents, SPHA is moving forward under an enhanced development
schedule designed to address the urgencies of seniors such as Commissioner Gambrell-Davis, through regular resident meetings, idea exchanges, postings and other efforts for ‘staying in touch’. To the same,
residents have been treated to project updates, refreshments and highlights regarding programs offered to Jordan Park residents, through
community co-harts, in November, December, and January, with additional offerings in-progress for the current month, and beyond.

“We want to go home…right now!”

Basket weavers Michael Smalls and Dino
Badger often pray for the wellbeing of the
basket’s future owner as they sew.
fuskie Island in South Carolina. She’s made appearances on the Food
Network, QVC and Travel
Channel’s Bizarre Foods,
and has forged a career out
of writing books on Gullah
folklore, food and her family history.
To Robinson, what
makes Gullah cooking so
special is its use of all fresh
and natural ingredients.
“I have to commend
my ancestors, Gullah is a
way of life,’” stated Robinson. “Everything is homegrown, yard raised. We
went to the ocean to fish,
the woods to hunt, raised
livestock and had a garden.
Living off the land is Gullah.”
Robinson feels that Gullah cooking is better for
your health because everything is natural, “no imitation
anything.”
She
remembers the enticing
smells that wafted through
the neighborhoods.
“The aroma would slap
you in the face and say,
‘hello dinner is ready,’” she
chuckled. “Get ready for
Diva cooking!”
TBCGF has grown
from bragging rights to an
event that encompasses,
fun, culture and education.
Eventgoers will learn how
to grow fresh vegetables
and learn how to cook

Celebrity chef Sallie
Ann Robinson, the
Gullah Diva

Nationally renowned celebrity chef
Edouardo Jordan, a St. Pete native, kicked off
the inaugural Tampa Bay Collard Green Fest.
them too.
“We wanted to bring an
educational element to the
community; there is a huge
agriculture movement,”
stated co-founder Hosey.
“We wanted to enlighten
and inspire their imagination on multiple levels.
Food is our culture and defines who we are as a people.”
With the inaugural festival being such a huge success last year, co-founder
Harris said that in the future they would like to help
other communities set up
their own collard green festival.
“I’m just amazed at how
God will bless your ideas if
you trust Him,” asserted
Hosey.
The festival promises

something exciting for the
whole family. A KidZone
will be set up with bounce
houses, games, fun activities and kids will be introduced to gardening and the
benefits of eating healthy.
The Edible Peace Patch
Project, Sustainable Urban
Agricultural
Coalition,
Bartlett Community Garden and The Gathering of
Women will provide arts
and crafts and give away
collard plants.
The Tampa Bay Collard
Greens Festival is free and
runs from 9-4 p.m. this Saturday at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum, 2240 Ninth
Ave. S. For more information, call 727-219-1781 or
visit
tampabaycollardgreenfestival.org.
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Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her responsibility
To whom much is
given, much is expected.
Many have heard this reference in a number of
ways. Some with faithbased backgrounds may
attribute it to their religion. What does this look
like, though, for her?
Meet Stacey Plaskett.
Since 2014, she has been
the current delegate to
the U.S. House of Representatives from the U.S.
Virgin Island’s at-large
congressional district.
She is also an attorney
and commentator.
Born on May 13,
1966, Plaskett graduated
from Georgetown University in 1988 with a degree in History and
Diplomacy from its Edmund A. Walsh School of
Foreign Service. She also
graduated from American University Washington College of Law.

Plaskett is known for
her understanding of
Caribbean economic development and public-private partnerships for
growing the economy of
developing areas.
Plaskett’s parents migrated from the Virgin Islands before she was
born. Having grown up
in both the New York
housing projects and the
JFK housing community
on St. Croix, acquiring a
sound education was a
point of emphasis in her
household. It was so important that her parents
opened their New York
home to students and
other migrants who were
moving to the mainland
from the Virgin Islands.
After
attending
Brooklyn Friends (a
Quaker School) and
Grace Lutheran for elementary schooling, Plas-

kett was recruited and
became a student at the
Choate Rosemary Hall
boarding school in Connecticut.
Her experiences at
Choate played a crucial
role in the development
of her commitment to
public service and instilling within her a deep
sense of responsibility to
others. It was there that
she said she gained a
deeper awareness of the
biblical verse “to whom
much is given; much is
required.” (Luke 12:48)
Interestingly, Plaskett’s racial identity
played a major part in her
understanding this citation as well.
While at Choate, she
was one of a few black
students, and in turn, felt
an enormous responsibility to speak out for and
be a credit to her race at

On the Scene
with Faye
Desmond Meade, president of the Florida Rights
Restoration Coalition,
has a story to tell. He
went from being homeless to graduating from
the Florida International
University School of Law.
His dream was to vote,
and now that dream has
become a reality.
Meade had been convicted of a non-violent
felony, but after paying
his debt to society, he like
one million other Floridians had been denied the
right to vote. Last year’s
election changed that.
I encourage everyone
to attend Eckerd College
next Tuesday, Feb. 19 at
7 p.m. in Fox Hall to listen to Meade discuss
how he and his group organized, canvassed, petitioned and drew national
attention to his shared
plight that led to the ballot initiative Amendment
4, which allows people
convicted of non-violent
crimes to have their right
to vote automatically restored upon completion
of their sentencing
terms.
Also coming up is
“Let My People Vote,” a
bi-partisan discussion on
Amendment 4. Senator
Darryl Rouson, Rep.
Wengay Newton, Rep.
Jennifer Webb, Pinellas
County Supervisor of
Elections Deborah Clark
and Ken Burk, Clerk of
the Circuit Court and
Comptroller for Pinellas
County, are slated to
speak.
The forum will focus
on the implementation of
Amendment 4, voter suppression and intimidation,
election cybersecurity
and more.
Don’t miss this critical
discussion Tuesday, Feb.
26 at the Rock of Jesus
Missionary
Baptist
Church, 3940 18th Ave. S.
The recent election
showed me how much
work we still have to do
to educate our communities and engage our
young. These days, civics
in school is not widely
taught. We have dumbed
down generations or people, and social media,
which is where they get
their information, is too

an initiative to increase
the number of minority
and women attorneys at
the Justice Department.
Also, Plaskett was the
lead attorney for the US
RICO case against the tobacco industry, which at
that time was the largest
civil case in United States
history. You may remember that case sought remedy of ill-gotten gains
from false advertisement,
youth advertising and
specifically noted advertisement in minority
communities for “replacement smokers.”

Later, Plaskett relocated to the U.S. Virgin
Islands where she has
also practiced law. She
remains a strong community advocate while trying to bring economic
growth to the development of the territory. She
is trying to live up to her
responsibility with the
talents and skills given to
her. May we all do the
same.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com

Politics, voting and history

BY FAYE TIPPY
Black history is always interesting, and
there’s always more to be
discovered.
I just found out that
one of my friends is related to Robert Smalls!
What? You don’t know
who he is?
Smalls was an enslaved seaman, and on
May 13, 1862, he commandeered a Confederate supply ship in the
Charleston harbor, freeing himself, his shipmates and their families.
As a result, he became a
Union pilot and captain
for the duration of the
Civil War.
Interestingly,
he
helped found the Republican Party in 1867, and
later became a state senator in South Carolina
and eventually served as
a United States Congressman.
I always find inspiration in history. I wonder if
I had been born during
those times would I have
survived. Would I have
had the courage to be
like Smalls or Underground Railroad conductor Harriet Tubman?
All the more, it shows
me why we have to stay
involved in politics by voting, running for office
and developing coalitions
and partnerships of voting blocks to harness our
power. We must hold our
representatives accountable and participate in
the process beyond just
voting.
Frederick Douglass
once said, “Power concedes nothing without a
struggle. It has and never
will.” We have to educate,
encourage and engage
the next generations and
the disenfranchised.
The recent election
here in Florida has
shown how vital voting
still is and the shenanigans that are being used
to suppress certain
groups their rights. It is
imperative that we are
watchful. We must remain diligent to preserve
our rights and fight for
our communities to be
heard.
A clear majority of
Florida voters passed
amendment 4 last Nov..

such a young age. This is
not a unique experience,
but it is one that is not
often talked about publicly. She was exploring
for herself her responsibility.
By the time Plaskett
graduated from law
school, she had three
children under the age of
five. Balancing motherhood with professional
aspirations was not always easy, but she credits the situation for
creating within her an
amazing work ethic.
With life’s pressures, she
became more focused
and more disciplined.
After law school, Plaskett practiced law in New
York, and then in Washington, D.C. While in
D.C. and among other
legal assignments, she
worked on the Justice
Honors program and on

easily corrupted.
I first remember
being engaged in politics
in high school in Gary,
Ind. My best friend got us
gigs as gofers for Richard

Gordon Hatcher, the first
black mayor of Gary, Ind.,
and one of the first two
black elected mayors of a
city of with more than
100,000 people.

Richard Gordon Hatcher

We couldn’t vote, but we
could work as volunteers.
Hatcher was our modern-day Beowulf. Everybody came to Gary, Ind.,
to get a glimpse of our

mayor, and we were the
beneficiaries of that pride
and
accomplishment.
Pride sent us to college,
and I’ve been involved
with politics ever since.

Robert Smalls
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Women’s Growth Institute
35th Annual Retreat
at Southside Tabernacle Baptist
3647 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-327-9711 • www.sstbc.org

Saturday, March 9 • 8:30am-3pm
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Alicia Williamson-Garcia
Theme: Rest In The Lord
“Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” Matthew 11:28
Workshops Speakers and Topics
Tonjua Williams, Speaker,
President of St. Petersburg College
Make Prayer the First Priority Instead of a Last Resort
Cynthia Coney, Speaker,
Executive Director of CC Ministries
Holding Fast During the Storm of Life

Special Music by
Willie Corbett was born and raised in Tarpon Springs. She is married
to Walter Corbett, they have four children and five grand children. She is
a faithful member of Faith Memorial M.B. Church, where she sings in
the Faith ensemble, and combined choir and serves as a Sunday School
Teacher, and other ministries at Faith.

Join us in Early Morning Praise & Worship
Saturday 8:30am • Continental Breakfast 8-8:30am
Lunch provided Saturday at Mid-Day

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Our ancestors paved the way
Our ancestors have paved the way and
must be honored for their sacrifices and diligence. They sacrificed so that future generations would be granted an education and the
right to vote. Our ancestors believed in their
hearts that not only should future generations
be educated but they must demonstrate character and integrity to effectively and compassionately lead.
As the daughter of a Tuskegee Airman,
Major Alvin “Al” Downing, (writer of the
Tuskegee Airmen theme song) and Bernice
“Bunny” Downing (an accountant for the
Tuskegee Airmen), my sisters and I are
blessed that both of our parents were also
compassionate educators.
My father, Al Downing, was the first
African American to play in the St Petersburg,
Florida Symphony Orchestra and established
the Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz Association
dedicated to providing avenues and scholarships for youth to pursue and succeed in
music.
My uncle, Mayor George H. Gause, was
the first African American to be elected to the
Polk County School Board. (Our Pastor,
Clarence E. Williams of Greater Mt Zion AME
Church, as a youth, worked on my Uncle’s
campaign). “Uncle” was also the first African
American to be elected mayor in the state of
Florida, serving two terms as mayor of Bartow (1971 & 1974).
My husband, Dr. Russell T. Jackson, a retired anesthesiologist, was the first African
American President of The California Society
of Anesthesiologists. He remains dedicated to
inspiring, guiding and mentoring young people to complete and further their education
Our ancestors have made many sacrifices
for African Americans to be able to vote and
to be educated. We must not destroy the memory of the shoulders upon which we stand.
It is encouraging to see the willingness
and true commitment of our youth who honor
their ancestors and follow in a path of righteousness and who are determined to operate
in excellence. We must encourage everyone,

especially young people, to realize the importance of education and learning about African
American Life and History.
At the age of ninety (90), my mother,
“Bunny” Downing, insisted that I take her to
the polls to vote for the first African President
of the United States, President Barack
Obama. We walked one block to the polls that
day.
In the early 60’s (1963), eight (8) African
American students (later known as the “Dixie
8”) integrated Dixie Hollins High School in St.
Petersburg, Florida. (Three females: Thelma
Bruce-President of the St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of
Negro Women, Jessica Neal and Dierdre
Downing-Jackson. Five males: Pastor Bobby
McDonald, Charles Ford, Steve Jones, Ronald
Sellers and Milton O’Neal.)
“Daddy” picked all eight of us up every
morning, drove us to Dixie Hollins High
School and picked us up every day from
school for a year. He did this for our safety because integration, especially in Pinellas Park,
was not welcomed.
We all made a commitment to be educated
and to make sure all young people, especially
African Americans, realize the sacrifices that
have been made by so many. Our ancestors
have paved the way. With an education and by
exercising the right to vote, we can make a difference in this country. We must honor the
sacrifices of our ancestors.
Because we have been blessed by GOD’s
grace in our lives, we must honor our ancestors by operating in excellence and in integrity. Our ancestors lived and died for justice
and equality. We must be without compromise
in our commitment, unconditional in our love
to all people and make truth our mantle.
We thank GOD for our ancestors who held
on to their faith and paved a way for our future.
“WE CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH
JESUS CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS US”
Philippians 3:14
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

The Next Creation
“Know ye that the
LORD he is God: it is he that
hath made us, and not we
ourselves; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture
(Psalm 100:3).”
In the Creation Story, it
is important for us to note
that Jehovah does not move
on to create something else
until God’s is finished with
the previous creation that
was begun. It is not the nature or character of our God,

nor the Son of God, to leave
things unfinished and incomplete. God finishes what
God starts.
In fact, Paul called Jesus,
“…the author and finisher of
our faith…” because he
started our faith journey and
he will complete it (Hebrews 12:2). Therefore, we
can worship God with the
confidence that God “who
has begun a good work in us
shall perform it until the day

of Jesus Christ (Philippians
1:6).” We don’t have to fear
that God will abandon us in
the middle of our process.
We are empowered to
follow God’s example and
finish the things that we
begin. Before we move on to
a new project or make a new
commitment let us finish
our current assignments.
Then and only then can we
progress effectively to the
“next creation.”

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion family
will observe the Church’s
102nd Anniversary and the
Pastor’s 267h year of service
with the theme, Working Together for God’s Purpose. (Romans 8:28.) Various groups
will be participating. Nightly
anniversary services for the
week will begin at 7:30pm.
Monday-February
18Travelers Rest MBC- Rev.

William Mark Greene, Pasto
Tuesday-February
19Concord
MBC-Reverend
Willie D. Miller, Pastor
Wednesday-February 20New Congregational Church
of GodElder Earl
Mills, Pastor
Thursday- February 21Gethsemane MBC- Reverend Ron Gibson, Pastor
Friday-February
22—

Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church, Reverend Ernest
Jones, Pastor
Sunday-February
2411am - Pastor Cortez J.
Williams, Jr. Gideon’s Army
Ministries Church of the Living God
First Mount Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South and Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

St. Mark MBC
And the Lord spoke to
Mosses saying. “’ I have heard
the complaints of the children
of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat
meat, and in the morning, you
shall be filled with bread. And
you shall know that I am the
Lord Your God.’” Exodus
16:11-12
We’re still on our journey
with God’s chosen people and
gaining insight from God’s
word to them for our lives
today as Pastor Brown adds to
the series ‘Going After It’. The
question for the day was ‘What
Do We Need to Aid Us in the
Wilderness’? God called Israel
to know his person, promises,
power, peace and his plan and
purpose for their lives. If we
are going to be successful in
2019, our success lies in us
growing in our knowledge,
love and labor in terms of winning Christ day by day. As we
look at Israel at this time, no
matter how much they have
murmured and complained
God was always listening and
ready to make provision for
what they needed because he
wanted them (and us) to know
that the only person, they
needed in their wilderness moment was God. While we’re
not in the desert, we experience some wilderness situations, but God still makes a
way for us and keeps giving us
what we need.
As we look at Exodus 16,
we know that Israel will spend
40 years in the wilderness.
God provides to hem reassurance that though they won’t
have what they’re used to in
those 40 years, He will give

them what they needed to be
sustained. God showed himself faithful, as he does with us,
which enabled them to know
that they could count on him.
We too have assurance that in
our wilderness moments God
is dependable.
In answering the question,
Pastor Brown brought these
points: First as we looked at
Exodus 16:10, we see that in
our wilderness situations, ‘We
Need to Look to God’. As the
Israelites were looking into the
wilderness, God showed them
something. Sometimes God
has to let it get dark in our lives
so that we can see the glory of
Lord shining in the night. If we
are to survive, we need to look
for God because there are
some things God wants us to
see.
The second point found in
Exodus 16:11-12 was that ‘We
Need to Listen to God’. God
gave them and will give us the
instructions that we need so
that we will know that God is
real. There are some things
God wants to say and we won’t
hear what God is saying because we don’t know that God
is there. But God showed up
to give them a message that
would aid them in their moments of wilderness wondering. God let them know that
he was listening and was willing to meet their needs.
The final point coming
from Exodus 16:13-15 was ‘We
Need to Lean on God.’ We
need to trust God and stop trying to dictate how God will provide. If we lean on God, he will
make a way. God provided for
the Israelites and blessed them

with provision for the evening
and the next morning. For the
Israelites God provided quail at
this particular time but as we
look at the total 40 years that
they would be in the wilderness there is no emphasis that
they’d always have quail but
there is emphasis that there
would be manna. God provided the physical in the form
of quail, but we need to note
that the physical won’t always
be with us. God also provided
manna which represents the
spiritual unlike the physical
which is temporary, the spiritual is permanent. While the
physical will pass away, the
permanent will stay with us.
Happiness will pass away but
the joy we have in God should
be permanent in our lives. . .
. Our doors are always open to
you on Sunday mornings at
10:45 a.m.
Coming in February: On
Saturday we will hold our Ministry Appreciation Luncheon.
On Sunday, February 17 the
Right Hand of Fellowship will
be given to New Members and
we help the Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church celebrate their
Church and Pastor’s Anniversary.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our hope
that you will continue to do so
– as a member or a friend of the
Ship. Where, with open hearts
and arms, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First
Lady Teresa L. Evans, the Official Family and Members
stand ready to make you most
welcomed. Trusting that your
time spent with us will be a life
changing experience, first as an
honored visitor/guest and
should the Lord lay it upon
your heart to become a part of
our Church Family as we are a
body of believers. Wednesday
starts with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed
by “Wednesday in the Word”

(the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. Sundays,
Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am, Church Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm of
our faith) begins at 9:30 am and
finally our Mid-Morning Worship Service at 10:45 am. All
will have the opportunity to experience the “It’s just nice to be
nice” church. Don’t sit out
church, God has Blessed us
tremendously, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300
31st Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 - Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:

fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transportation is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
“BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH”
Saturday, February 16,
from 5 pm until 7 pm – The Father Daughter Gala 2019, sponsored by the Laymen Ministry,
the Sign-Up Sheet to Participate is in the Atrium on the Information Table.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Sat., Feb. 16 at 10 am at Fred’s
Kitchen in Lakeland, FL.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church is pleased to host an extraordinary worship experience
featuring the Watoto Children’s
Choir. The choir from Uganda
will minister through their new
album entitled, “We Will Go” on
Friday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. They
have traveled the world extensively since 1994 as ambassadors of hope for Africa’s
orphaned and vulnerable. On almost every day of the year, the
choir is performing somewhere
in the world.
The experience of traveling
helps the children develop confidence and boldness, as well as
broaden their worldview. The
ministry serves to rescue individuals and to raise each one as
a leader in their chosen field so
they in turn will rebuild their nation. As the children share their
personal stories and present live
worship music, you will see firsthand the power of God’s love
transforming lives around the

world. The choir’s message is
simple, “It is possible to have
joy, to laugh and to have hope,
no matter what you are going
through. Look at what God has
done in my life.”
Other than visiting Africa
yourself, what better way to
learn all about the good work
God is doing through Watoto
than by meeting the children
and hearing their stories? The
Watoto Children’s Choir would
love to share the hope they have
found in Jesus with your con-

gregation and our community.
Check them out on YouTube.
You don’t want to miss this!
Watoto is more than just a
choir!!! Above all, they serve as
ambassadors for Jesus the
Christ. Come participate in this
free worship experience. A freewill offering will be accepted
and all contributions will be presented to the Choir in order to
further their ministry for the
glory of God and in bringing
good to others.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. Arnett Smith is honored by McCabe United Methdist
MCCABE, from front page

younger brothers. The arrest resulted in him being
fired from his teaching position.
Smith found work in
Pinellas County Schools
as a teacher at 16th Street
Middle School under Principal John Hopkins. He
was one of the first teachers selected to integrate
the teaching ranks in the
county.
As the assistant director for human relations,
he was instrumental in
training administrators
and teachers in preparation for the full implementation of integration, and
this was no easy feat.
Smith was the first
African-American administrator hired at Boca
Ciega High Schools, at a
time when the school was
riddled with riots between
black and white students,
families and the community. Smith was successful
in bringing peace and

order to this particular situation.
From Boca Ciega High
School, Smith took a job
with the U.S. Department
of Education in Washington, D.C. His assignment
was to monitor school districts throughout the nation for compliance with
equal opportunity regulations.
After his retirement in
1996 from the Department of Education, Smith
was recruited by Bishop
Cornelius Henderson, the
first
African-American
bishop of the Florida Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church,
to take the chair of the
Florida Conference Commission on Religion and
Race.
In this particular role,
he provided diversity
awareness training to ministers, committee chairs,
and lay members in all of
the districts of the Florida

Annual Conference. His
experiences and training
in this area were sought
after by the district to also
work on diversity issues
with conference level
boards, committees and
agencies.
Last Sunday’s program was McCabe’s second year presenting the
James B. Sanderlin Black
History Award, named
after the first AfricanAmerican judge in Pinellas County. As an attorney
during the Civil Rights
Movement,
Sanderlin
used litigation to fight for
equality and against discrimination.
He devoted his career
to unifying blacks and
whites in his community
to move toward social and
legal equality. Among his
many
achievements,
Sanderlin
successfully
sued the St. Petersburg
Police Department, forcing them to integrate, and

Rev. Jana Hall-Perkins and Dr. Arnett Smith, Jr.
represented the sanitation
workers in the city’s 1968
garbage strike.
This Sunday at 11 a.m.,
McCabe will welcome
guest preacher Dr. Ernest
“Rip” Patton, esteemed

Freedom Rider and civil
rights activist, whose
mugshot hangs in civil
rights museums across
the nation. McCabe considers it a blessing to give
back to civil rights pio-

neers who sacrificed their
safety, well-being, personal goals, academic
studies, livelihood and so
much more so that we
could have what we have
today.
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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