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COMMUNITY NEWS

She bounce back

The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. held their annual
prayer breakfast April 13 at the Carillon Hilton Hotel with Pastor Craig L. Oliver, Ph.D. (left)
as the keynote speaker. (Top) Dr. Shameka Jones and (Bottom) Janette Spencer-Davis

Deltas’ annual prayer
breakfast
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer
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Good Vibes

ST. PETERSBURG – The St.
Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
held their annual prayer breakfast April 13 to a packed room
donning the color red. The
prayer breakfast serves as the
chapter’s signature fundraiser,
which sustains educational scholarships, youth initiatives and
community outreach programs.
“We believe that our scholarships and public service contributions are an investment in the
future of our young people, our
local community and aboard,”
said event co-chair Nevida
Adams.
Mistress of ceremony and
past president of the Tampa
Alumnae Chapter, Janette

Spencer-Davis, made her way
across the bridge and kept the
program moving with her vivacious personality, wit and charm.
As the crowd enjoyed their
breakfast, 18-year-old saxophonist Jordan Bolds serenaded the
room with a sound well beyond
his years. Other anointed filled
entertainment included Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church’s praise dancing team
Pure Expression, and musical
guests Valerie Houston and Andrea Mixon made sure that the
Holy Spirit filled the Carillon
Hilton Hotel.
Upon introducing her husband and keynote speaker for the
morning, Chi’Ira Oliver repeated
a succinct line that Pastor Craig
L. Oliver, Ph.D. uses to describe
his journey: “From St. Peters-

burg, Fla., I came to Atlanta, Ga.,
with a bible in one hand and a
high school diploma in the
other.’”
He’s been a busy man since
leaving his hometown. Dr. Oliver
became the pastor of Elizabeth
Baptist Church at the age of 21
and has seen the hand of God expand His church by more than
16,000 and five locations within
the metro Atlanta area.
Speaking on the theme of
“Anchoring Our Hearts in Love,”
Oliver said that the greatest deficiency that we suffer from
throughout our world is a deficiency of love. This deficiency in
our society has caused relationships to rupture and institutions
to be torn asunder. One of the
causes of this, he continued, is
See HEARTS, page 9
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Summer camp tuition

NCNW’s Taste of the World Food Festival
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – More
than 300 people took a tour
around the world that tantalized
their taste buds at the Taste of
the World Food Festival sponsored by the St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women, Inc. (NCNW) last Sunday at Pinellas Technical College.
For $20, hungry eventgoers
got a chance to visit China, Italy,
Africa, Cuba, Jamaica and the
Deep South.
“You don’t need to pack a
bag; you don’t need a passport,
and we’re going to do it all in a
couple of hours,” said mistress
of ceremony Karen DavisPritchett.
The celebration of NCNW’s
Food Festival has been an enlightening experience shared
with this community for many
years. This is one of the ways
they look forward to the fellowship and breaking bread together while sharing the
strengths and strong values
families have in common: good
cooking, smiling faces, laughter
and good conversation.

The ladies of NCNW took eventgoers' tastebuds
around the world in two hours.
The April 14 smorgasbord is
a spinoff of the national Black
Family Reunion event organized by the national NCNW and
held in various cities across
America each year. In 1986, Dr.
Dorothy Height, then national
president, became concerned
that there were too many negative images of black family life.
To remove some of the stereotypes and to bring about change
and unity, she founded the annual national celebration.
The food festival held by the
St. Petersburg Metropolitan
Section continues to encourage,
build and bring communities
closer together and stand on

the foundation of love, food,
family and fellowship.
Since it was Palm Sunday, it
only seemed right to infuse a little worship service in with the
cavalcade of cuisine. Rev. Edward Nesbitt and First Lady Jo
Anne Nesbitt got the crowd out
of their seats with two musical
selections, and Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist Church’s The
Kingdom Boys praised God
through dance.
Before the chow line
formed, members of the Black
Pearls, a membership of young
ladies from age 10 to the com-

Leila Wilson
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –Let’s hope
singing and dancing weren’t on
the revelers’ list for Lent last Friday night at Pinellas Technical College. Leila Wilson celebrated her
birthday with 100 of her closes
friends—many of them survivors
of cancer, stroke heart attack and
diabetes—with a Mardi Gras
themed party featuring local and
national talent.
“Nobody knows those restless
nights, those times where they
need some love,” Wilson said after
asking all of the survivors to stand
up and be recognized. “Tonight we
are going to show them some
love.”
Rev. Jonathan Wade, senior
pastor of St. Mark AME, played
the part of master of ceremony
and standup comedian. He kept
the program flowing with his
anointed, and sometimes blue,
brand of humor.
“Brother Alex, you might have
gotten somebody pregnant. Some
of y’all gonna need to take communion on the second Sunday,” he
quipped after R&B artist Alex Harris wooed all of the ladies with his
sultry voice.
Harris stopped by to debut his
new single “Make it Better” release through Orchard-Sony Entertainment that very same day.
He had the ladies swooning when
he went out into the audience, singling out a few lucky ones to serenade.
On top of being a national
recording artist, Harris is also cofounder of Arts Conservatory for
Teens (ACT). He and Herbert
Murphy developed a fun, educational, empowering and culturally
enriching arts-based curriculum
that has a strong appeal to
teenagers.
Recently, ACT became the key
partner with the City of St. Petersburg’s Cohort of Champions, a
unique training opportunity for
100 young men, ages 12 to 24.
“We have every Saturday study
hall,” said Harris. “These young
men, over 60 young men, are racing to get a 3.0. We have so many
who have already gone from what
I call ‘no GPA’ to a 3.46.”
You can download Harris’ new
song on Spotify or Apple Music.
Many of the other performers
were survivors of various afflictions. Glenn Elliott Stephens, who

See TASTE, pages 10-11

See PARTY, page 8
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Renaming Gibbs High School Gym
Gibbs’ gymnasium will be
re-christened after Freddie Dyles,
Pinellas County winningest coach!
On the agenda at the
next school board meeting.
Tuesday, April 23 @ 5 p.m.
City of Gulfport City Hall,
2401 53rd St. S., Gulfport
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE

Visionary
Brief

Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380 that the CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG intends to sell the below listed lots, which are
located within the South Community Redevelopment Area, as part of
the Affordable Housing Lot Disposition program:
• 1200 33rd Street South
• 3811 10th Avenue South
• 1231 15th Avenue South
• 1108 11th Street South
• 835 West Harbor Drive South
• 4210 12th Avenue South
• 1742 7th Street South
• 2133 22nd Avenue South
For inquiries into the program, the properties, or to make an alternative
proposal, please contact the City within 30 days via:
James A. Corbett
Director
Codes Compliance Assistance
(727)892-5390
Email: james.corbett@stpete.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
ST. PETERSBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY (SPHA) PUBLIC
HOUSING SITE-BASED WAIT LIST OPENING FOR DISTON
PLACE APARTMENTS, A NO SMOKING PROPERTY
The first 150 applications will be accepted for Disston Place, accepting applications
for 2-bedroom apartments, only.
Applications will be accepted ONLINE ONLY starting at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday,
April 25, 2019 and closing on April 25, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. or, until approximately 150 applications have been received, whichever occurs first. Disston
Place is 100% SMOKE FREE. Applications must be submitted online at:

https://www.waitlistcheck.com/FL2738-1789
Applications will NOT be available at SPHA’s offices. Telephone, fax, and
email requests will not be accepted. Applicants may use any computer, tablet, or
smart-phone with internet access to apply, including free computers at public libraries.
Applicants who need a Reasonable Accommodation may mail or deliver a written
request to SPHA at 2001 Gandy Blvd. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702. Requests must
be received by April 19, 2019 and explain why the applicant is unable to use the
online application process.
The ranking method of the list will be based on preferences and the date and time
the applications are completed online.

PICK OF THE WEEK!

47 11 38

by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her bounce back
Are you the type of person who celebrates and protect the success of
African-American women, or do you
look for ways to criticize, shame and devalue her very essence? If her college
degrees do not equate knowledge to
you, why applaud her graduations? If
her years of work in an industry does
not make her proficient, why encourage her to pursue promotions?
Often, it is preferred for women –
and more specifically women of color
— to live in the shadows and as an assistant to others. Hence, her journey to
defy the odds and to achieve success by
reaching her fullest potential is met
with an attack. Her bounce back must
be strong.
Meet Vanessa Lynn Williams, an actress, singer, author and fashion designer. Born on March 18, 1963, in the
Bronx in New York City, she made history in 1983 when she became the first
woman of African descent to be
crowned Miss America. In the 1990s,
she made history again by becoming
the first African-American spokesmodel
for L’Oréal cosmetics.
In 1983, millions of people applauded the crowning of Williams’ selection as Miss America. After all, until
that time the country had never had an
African-American represent Miss
America. Interestingly, her parents realized this historical event long before
its manifestation and evidenced their
belief via her birth announcement
which read: “Here she is: Miss America.” Their declaration is a reminder to
write it down and make it plain. Words
are powerful.
Williams served as Miss America
1984 well and was in high demand in
the entertainment industry. Not everyone, however, saw this achievement as
something worth protecting.
A few weeks before the end of
Williams’ reign, a scandal broke concerning a situation that occurred before
her winning the crown. As a result of
the pressure surrounding the controversy, in July 1984, she resigned as
Miss America. Many questioned the
unfairness of her treatment; nevertheless, she stepped away from the pageant, but the story did not end there.
In September 2015, Williams
agreed to serve as a head judge for the
Miss America 2016 pageant. At that
time, 32 years later, former Miss America CEO Sam Haskell made a public
apology to Williams for the events of
1984. She graciously accepted the apology. Think about that — the apology
came, 32 years later.
Williams could have thrown in the
towel and retreated from the public

spotlight, but her bounce back was
strong. Being a child of music teachers,
she grew up in a musical household
and studied classical and jazz dance,
French horn, piano and violin. As follows, it was no surprise that she would
pursue a musical career.
In 1988, Williams released her
debut studio album. It reached platinum status in the U.S., earned her an
NAACP Image Award, as well as and
three Grammy Award nominations, including one for Best New Artist. Commercial success continued for her next
two albums.
A natural entertainer, acting roles
followed Williams as well. She enjoyed
success on both stage and screen. She
has received numerous awards and
nominations as both an actress and
singer, including an NAACP Image
Award for Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture for her role in the film “Soul
Food” (1997). On March 19, 2007, she
received a star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame.
In May 2008, 25 years after being
crowned Miss America, Syracuse University granted Williams a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree. After high school,
she turned down a Presidential Scholarship for Drama to attend Carnegie
Mellon University. Instead, she decided
to attend Syracuse University on a different scholarship. She remained at
Syracuse as a musical theater major
through her second year until she was
crowned Miss America 1984 in September 1983.
Williams has had to overcome a lot
of personal, as well as public obstacles.
Her talent has always been undeniable
in a world that has tried to deny it. Her
bounce back, she learned, has had to
be strong to achieve success—what a
message to the world.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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CITY OF LARGO
FY 2019-2020 ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnership Programs
State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) and Pinellas County Housing Trust Fund (HTF) Programs
The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) requires each jurisdiction receiving federal funding for CDBG and HOME
funds to submit a Strategic Plan every five years and an Action Plan each year. The CDBG Five-Year Plan is a component of the CDBG Consolidated Planning Process and represents the programmatic course to be followed for a five-year period by the City of Largo in its redevelopment
efforts. The goals and objectives of the Consolidated Plan are designed to address the needs of the community, and must indicate proposed accomplishments and outcomes in measurable terms.
The FY 2019-2020 CDBG Action Plan identifies activities to be funded, and the proposed funding sources for those activities. The Plan not
only contains CDBG-funded activities, but all activities funded by HOME Investment Partnership (HOME), Pinellas County Housing Trust
Fund (HTF), and the State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) programs. Approximately 98% of the CDBG funds will be utilized for activities
directly benefiting low and moderate- income persons, and will fund program administration and activities eliminating slum and blight. In addition to these funds, the FY 2019-2020 Action Plan includes a recommendation for utilizing $37,500 in City of Largo General Fund. General
Fund allocations are subject to City Commission approval through the City’s budget process.
The notice provides a summary of proposed Action Plan projects and funding, and gives locations for reviewing and providing comments on the
Action Plan. The Action Plan is subject to final approval by the Largo City Commission and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
Estimated Funding:
Available Funding

CDBG

HOME

HTF

SHIP

Entitlement

$533,382

$290,421

$0

$113,000

Program Income

$250,000

$200,000

$8,000

$200,000

Carryover from prior year

$325,000

$200,000

$18,000

$120,000

$1,108,382

$690,421

$26,000

$433,000

Total Funds Available

Annual funding amounts identified above are estimated amounts based on current year funding levels, projected program income and projected
carryforward of prior year grant funds. At the time of this notice, the funding sources have not announced Fiscal Year 2019-2020 grant amounts.
Planned Primary Projects List in the FY 2019-2020 Action Plan:
Primary Projects List
Expenditures

CDBG

City

HOME

HTF

SHIP

General Fund
Affordable Housing Development (AHD)

$458,871

$0

$0

$0

$120,000

Capital Improvements to Public Facilities

$55,625

$0

$0

$0

$0

Public Services: Homeless Facility Operating Costs

$53,000

$10,000

$0

$0

$0

Public Services: General

$63,810

$27,500

$0

$0

$0

$5,400

$0

$0

$0

$4,900

$0

$0

$234,000

$22,100

$36,000

$260,000

$0

$422,379

$1,300

$218,300

Housing Program Delivery Services

$30,000

$0

$0

$0

$0

Slum & Blight Removal

$25,000

$0

$0

$0

$0

$156,676

$0

$34,042

$2,600

$53,800

$1,108,382

$37,500

$690,421

$26,000

$433,000

Public Services: Education & Counseling
Downpayment Assistance
Owner-Occupied/Rental Housing Rehabilitation

Planning & Administration
Total:

The following projects will serve as alternate projects in the FY 2019-2020 Annual Action Plan. Projects may be funded from the Alternate
Projects List if additional funding is available or if a funded project is canceled or delayed beyond the grant year. Factors to be taken into consideration for selecting from the Alternate Projects list include: priority rank on the list, available funding based on funding caps (ex. Public
Services Cap), eligibility of project for available funding source, and timeframe for completion in relation to the time period available for
expending funds.
Alternate Projects List
Additional Funding for Primary List Public Service Subrecipients (Subject to Cap)

$50,000

Affordable Housing Development

$750,000

Housing Rehabilitation

$500,000

Downpayment Assistance

$250,000

Community Investment (CI) – Revitalization/Redevelopment Areas and other
Income Eligible Neighborhoods (sidewalks, bus shelters, lighting, slum & blight removal, etc.)

$500,000

Rental Deposit & Eviction Prevention Programs/ Rapid Re-Housing

$50,000

Homeless/Homeless Prevention Services

$50,000

Housing Counseling

$20,000

CI- Emergency – Address Slum and Blight (acquisition, relocation, clearance,
historic preservation, rehabilitation, code enforcement)

$100,000

CI-Infrastructure to Support Economic Development and Neighborhood Revitalization

$600,000

CI-Economic Development – Expand Opportunities through Job Creation,
Business Preservation and Private Investment

$100,000

CI-Emergency – Address Community Needs Before, During and After an Emergency

$500,000

No displacement is anticipated at this time. However, the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan required under the
CDBG program is available for viewing at the City of Largo Housing Division at 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, FL 33770.
Availability for Viewing
Copies of the draft FY 2019-2020 Annual Action Plan are available for viewing at the following locations until May 20, 2019:
•
Largo City Hall – Community Development Department, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo FL 33770
•
Largo Library – Reference Desk, 120 Central Park Drive, Largo, FL 33771
•
City of Largo’s website – www.largo.com/housing.
Public comments regarding the FY 2019-2020 Action Plan can be submitted in writing to the attention of the City of Largo Housing Division,
either electronically to housing@largo.com or by mail to City of Largo, Housing Division, PO Box 296, Largo, FL 33779. Written public comments on the Plan should be submitted no later than 5:00 PM on May 20, 2019.
Community development and housing programs are administered in a nondiscriminatory manner, consistent with equal employment opportunities, affirmative action, and fair housing requirements. Questions, concerns, complains or requests for information in alternative formats
should be directed to the Housing Division staff at 727-586-7489 ext. 7212.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Nothing but ‘Good Vibes’ in St. Petersburg
ST. PETERSBURG –
Downtown St. Pete is the
central hub of local vibes
and good times. Keeping
with the city’s tradition of
showcasing locals, the inaugural Good Vibes Festival last weekend at
Williams Park spotlighted
student talent all over the
park, with booths featuring student art and bands
playing a mix of music
genres all day. Throughout the day, more than
1,000 visited the park to
enjoy art and live music.
The event was a partnership between St. Petersburg College, the
University
of
South
Florida St. Petersburg and
the City of St. Petersburg.
The entire event was
planned and executed by
students working along-

side staff members, including SPC Student Life
and Leadership Coordinator Frank Jurkovic.
“The students learned
a lot of skills,” Jurkovic
said. “They managed the
stage and the acts, oversaw the planning and coordination
of
the
activities, and helped keep
the
event
running
smoothly. It was a big outof-class experience for
them.”
The
family-friendly
festival featured headlining talent CeCe Teneal &
The Soul Komotion and
student bands, including
Frostfang, Speak Easy,
Vetnough, Esque, Fall On
Purpose, DJ Kyle Curtiss,
RootBound Revival, Impulse, Lydia Segovia,
Veronika Naumova and

Jalessa Blackshear.
In addition to art and
music, the public was invited to join in on creative
endeavors, like a spray
paint project or painting
on the art bus. Food
trucks lined up and
scented the air with their
offerings. The day was
kicked off by SPC President Dr. Tonjua Williams,
along with USFSP’s Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock and St. Petersburg City Council Member Steve Kornell.
Jurkovic said that the
partnership is expected to
continue, and people
should look for the event
again next year.
Check out photos
from the event on SPC’s
Facebook page.

#SummerSTEAM

Summer Programs
at Shorecrest

JUNE 3 - AUGUST 2
Camps for students of all ages, from preschool to 12th grade, including:
• Drones & Robotics
• STEAM Options
• Video Game Creation
• Musical Theatre Training
• Specialty Sports Clinics
• Academic Enrichment/
College Prep

And so much more!
View catalog and register NOW at

www.shorecrest.org/summer
Summer is coming soon!

at Shorecrest

5101 First St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703 | 727-409-1668

Summer at Shorecrest offers academic enrichment camps, recreational camps, athletic camps and so much more!
Affordable full and half day camp options for students in preschool through 12th grade. OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Apply Now: Creative Pinellas ArtsCatalyst Grant
pays for summer arts camp tuition
BY J.A. JONES
STAFF WRITER

PINELLAS COUNTY –
If you’ve got a budding
dancer, actor, musician,
poet or filmmaker in your
home and have started
budgeting for their summer vacation, the Creative
Pinellas
ArtsCatalyst
Grant may save you some
money over the next few
months.
The new grant pays
for camp tuition at a wide
variety of Pinellas County
community and arts centers, museums and city
parks and recreation programs. Creative Pinellas
plans to provide awards to
anywhere between 200 to
300 children and families.
Bookstore owner Lorielle Holloway was very
pleased with the opportunities the grant will provide
for
her
two
daughters, Nadia, 9, and
Ava, 7, this summer.
“My daughters love
everything arts, so normally I try to apply for
scholarships and then
work with [the camp
providers] to make payments,” stated Holloway,
describing the financial
challenge of having to pay
for her daughters’ summer camps.
“So, it’s really nice that
with the ArtsCatalyst
Grant, if you qualify, it just
covers it all,” Holloway
added, expressing relief
at not having to “stress

making payments.” The
ArtsCatalyst Grant will
completely cover the tuition for the one-week
camps Holloway’s children will be going to,
which cost $225 to $250 a
week.
Nadia will be going to
the Dali Museum’s Junior
Docent camp to learn
about art and how curators choose work and
place them. Her daughter
Ava, who she described
as a “jokester” will be
going to the American
Stage “Make ‘Em Laugh”
summer camp for acting
and comedic skills.
The arts agency lists
an abundance of organizations that provide arts-related summer camps that
the grant can be used to
pay for, including camps
at American Stage Theatre, Arts Conservatory
for Teens, Creative Clay,
Dali Museum, Dance and
Circus Arts of Tampa Bay,
Great Explorations and
Keep St. Pete Lit.
Additional
eligible
camps are being held at
YMCA of Greater St. Petersburg, Morean Arts
Center, St. Petersburg
Museum of Fine Arts, St.
Petersburg City Theatre,
Largo Central Park Performing Arts Center,
Largo Recreation Summer Camps, Lealman and
Asian
Neighborhood
Family Center, Ruth Eckerd Hall, SunScreen Film
Festival and other loca-

tions (visit creativepinellas.org/artscatalyst for a
full list camp options).
Camp programs range
from being one week to
even nine weeks long.
Creative Pinellas’ website makes the process for
applying sound easy
enough: you can apply online
at
creativepinellas.org/artsc
atalyst, get a paper application by emailing summercamp@creativepinella
s.org or by calling 727582-3600.
The next step is to
meet the eligibility requirements — scholarships
are
generally
available to Pinellas
County residents who answer “yes” to any of the
following:
• Receive a free or reduced-cost school lunch
• Attend a school that
is either “transitional” or
“transformational”
according to the Pinellas
County School Board
• Attend a Title I
school
• Live in a foster or
group home
• Are in the custody of
the Department of Children and Families
• Receive financial
hardship tuition or scholarship
• Live in East Tarpon
Springs, North Greenwood, Highpoint, Lealman corridor or south St.
Pete
Then, select a quali-

fied summer camp from
the list of choices, complete the application and
wait to receive notification
that your application has
been accepted and the
grant has been awarded.
After you complete the
registration at the camp of
your choice and notify
Creative Pinellas, they’ll
take care of the rest.
Barbara St. Clair, executive director of Creative
Pinellas, shared, “With
this grant, we were really
looking for a way to get
more funds for the arts
out into the community —
in the most broad and

high-impact way possible
— and to really make a
difference in young people’s lives.”
St. Clair believes that
the process of letting parents and children choose
the camp they want to go
to while Creative Pinellas
pays the camp providers,
allows the arts agency to
serve more people, support more organizations
and “make camp and the
arts more accessible to
all, which is one of our
key areas of focus as an
organization.”
As the county’s local
arts agency, Creative

Pinellas programs are
funded by the Pinellas
County Board of County
Commissioners, Visit St.
Petersburg/Clear water,
the State of Florida, Department of State, Division
of Cultural Affairs and by
sales of the State of the
Arts specialty license plate
in Pinellas County.
For more information
about the ArtsCatalyst
Grant, go to creativepinellas.org/artscatalyst
or
email summercamps@creativepinellas.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

CONNECT WITH US!
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.
Historian

The year 2019 marks
400 years that African people began a gradual and
forced migration away
from the African continent
to North America. At least
12 million Africans, over
the course of about 250
years, were kidnapped
and sold as human cargo.
The atrocity reached a
crescendo of misery, destruction and death for
Africa and those who were
ripped away from the continent.
The
transatlantic
movement of Africans
across the ocean was not
by choice for those who
were enslaved. Eventually,
that brutal forced migration forever changed the
face and character of the
modern world. In time,
the slave trade actually
laid the foundation for
modern capitalism, generating immense wealth for
business enterprises in
America and Europe.
On the backs of enslaved people, commerce
and trade contributed to
the industrialization of the
United States. As the
seeds of our ancestors
were scattered in the
Americas, time and circumstances began to propel the descendants of
enslaved Africans to make
moves of their own choice.
Throughout the history of the African descendants in North America,
there have been various
and distinct migration patterns that have given

shape, color and dimension to economic and cultural centers here and
throughout the world. For
those brave enough to
break away from the lack
of opportunities and enforced oppression, the migrations mostly resulted in
better outcomes, opportunities and future possibilities.
In the 19th century,
tens of thousands of
African Americans in
search of freedom and opportunities that they believed were out of reach in
the land of their birth
chose to emigrate. They
settled in Liberia, Canada,
Haiti,
Mexico
and
Trinidad.
The diaspora brought
Haitian immigrates to
Louisiana in the early
1800s where they influenced the idea of “freedom” to those who were in
the grips of slavery.
There was a western
expansion after the Civil
War and Reconstruction
that attracted African
Americans who were disillusioned with the Jim
Crow South. Many were
lured west seeking land
and jobs in Kansas, Oklahoma, the Great Plains
and California. Many of
those black pioneers settled on homesteads and
created all-black towns.
During the 19th century, there was the movement of free blacks that
left the south and migrated to northern states
in search of a better life.
They clustered in small
communities in larger

cities and helped establish the foundations of the
black urban north.
The Great Migration
of the early 1900s was an
important time of movement for choice, away
from the restrictive South.
Some 1.5 million people
moved between 1916 and
1930 when the war industry offered industrial jobs
to the African- American
population. Those opportunities transformed them
from a predominately
rural South people to a
predominantly
urban
north people.
A Second Great Migration continued into the
mid-20th century. Five
million black southerners
moved north and west by
1970. During that time, 47
percent of the nation’s
African Americans lived
outside the South, and
more than 80 percent lived
northern urban areas.
The big picture of time
shows that Caribbean immigration began as early
as 1900.
A large number of people from the British West
Indies such as Jamaica
and
the
Eastern
Caribbean islands migrated to the United
States. Today, more than
five percent of Afro
Caribbeans represent the
U.S. black population.
Since the 1970s, the
country has witnessed a
reverse migration of
African Americans to the
desegregated South as
prospects for blacks improved in the region. Atlanta
exemplifies

400 years of movement
and migration

The Middle Passage was the stage of the triangular
trade in which millions of Africans were forcibly transported
to the New World as part of the Atlantic slave trade.
opportunities and migration patterns working together. It has evolved into
a mecca of progress for
many African Americans.
The south, in general,
attracts twice as many
blacks than the north of all
ethnic persuasions of the
common African heritage,
enduring, surviving and
overcoming slavery and
colonial strongholds.
Although Haitian immigration or emigration is
not new, the boatloads of
people fleeing political persecution and economic
disaster brought public attention and political opposition due to some
people’s views of the
changing U.S. population,

or the so-called browning
of America.
African immigration
from the 1970s makes up
the newest and most distinctive immigration of
blacks. More than a half
million people from subSaharan Africa have recently migrated to the
United States. Dispersed
throughout the country,
this highly educated
group represents two percent of the black population.
Finally, a future perspective of black migration is that of “a return to
Africa” of our own will, at
a time of our choosing,
with our feet firmly situated in both continents. In

2019, Africa is beginning
to rise and prosper.
This movement has already begun, and some
plans reach as far as 50
years away. I encourage
you to check out what the
African Union Ambassador to the United States,
Dr. Arikana Chihombori
Quao, has to say about our
potential, dynamic and
profound future as one
people together.
After 400 years, there’s
greater migration and
movement to come.
Jennifer Gamble-Theard,
M.Ed. is a retired Pinellas
County educator in the study
of history and language. She
is also the historian for the St.
Petersburg Branch of ASALH

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019

COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
A person with a building named after me
By Gwendolyn Reese

Freddie Dyles
I
AM
Freddie
Dyles, educator and basketball coach. In 1964, I
joined
Gibbs
High
School as a teacher and a
coach. In 1966, Gibbs became the first all-black
school to compete in the
all-white Florida High
Schools Athletic Association. One of the most
electrifying
sports
events in St. Petersburg
history occurred on December 30, 1966. Allblack Gibbs played
all-white Clearwater in
the final game of a holiday tournament at the
Bayfront Center to a
crowd of about 7,500
spectators.
At the time it was said
to be the largest crowd
ever to attend a high
school game in Florida.

We won 70-66. In 1967,
the Florida Constitution
barred blacks and whites
from associating in the
same classroom. But it
didn’t say anything about
the basketball court, and
it was on the courts
where we waged our
own battle for integration.
Next Tuesday, April
23 at the Pinellas County
School board meeting,
they will dedicate the
Gibbs High School gymnasium in my name. The
school board meeting
will be held at Gulfport’s
City Hall, located at 2401
53rd St. S in Gulfport,
starting at 5 p.m.

community worker. I was
the first African American in St. Petersburg to
attain a doctoral degree.
I received my Ph.D. in
education from the University of Florida and became an Associate Dean
of Academic Affairs at St.
Petersburg Junior College. The Johnnie Ruth
Clark Health Center, at
the historic Mercy Hospital, immortalizes my insatiable desire to help
people.

Dr. David Welch

Johnnie Ruth Clarke
I AM Johnnie Ruth
Clarke, educator and

I AM David T.
Welch, educator, businessman and elected official. My election to the
St. Petersburg City
Council in 1981 made me
the second AfricanAmerican council member in the city’s history,

and I served for more
than three terms. I was
also a longtime educator
and an administrator at
what is now Pinellas
Technical College. I
served in an Army Airborne Division during
the Korean War, one of
the many toughening experiences that prepared
me for arguing forcefully
for unpopular positions
during my era on city
council.
In 2013, the Dr. David
T. Welch Center for
Progress and Community
Development
opened its doors to the
Pinellas
Ex-offender
Reentry Coalition to
helped returned citizens
integrate back into society. This structure is the
very same building that I
spent close to five
decades in scouring over
spreadsheets and ledger
entries when it was my
tax service.
I AM James B.
Sanderlin, attorney and
judge. I became the first
Pinellas County AfricanAmerican judge in 1972
and the first AfricanAmerican circuit court
judge in 1976. In 1985, I
was appointed to the Second District Court of Appeals by then Governor

Bob Graham.
I successfully sued
the Pinellas County
School system to desegregate the schools, making integration a reality
in Hillsborough and
Sarasota Counties as
well. In 1965, I waged a
successful suit for the 12
black police officers, who
were relegated to serving only the black community, to serve the
entire city and in 1968, I
defended the sanitation
workers striking for increased wages and better working conditions
when the city fired them.

James B. Sanderlin
The James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
Center and James B.
Sanderlin Preschool, Elementary and Middle

School are named in my
honor.

Fannye Ayer Ponder
I AM Fannye Ayer
Ponder, educator and
community worker. I directed my limitless energy
toward
the
advancement of women
on the local, state and national levels working
alongside such nationally
prominent activists as
Mary McLeod Bethune
and Eleanor Roosevelt.
When the call came in
1942 from founder Mary
McLeod Bethune, I organized the St. Petersburg
Metropolitan
Section of the National
Council
of
Negro
Women and provided its
home at 1845 Ninth Ave.
S. It bears my name.

CONNECT WITH US!
Pinellas County School news
Pinellas County Schools STEM Expo to take
place this month
Discover a world of science, technology, engineering and mathematics at the 6th Annual Pinellas County
Schools STEM Expo.
The event will showcase engineering design projects by more than 4,600 students from 98 schools. The
keynote speaker will be Chris Fischer, founder and expedition leader of the shark research organization
OCEARCH.
The event will be take place 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 27 at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg in the University Student Center, Building,
200, which is located on 6th Ave. S. See the STEM
Expo flyer.
STEM Summer Camp registration open now
The school district is offering two types of camps
where students can explore Science, Technology Engineering and Math. STEM Summer Camps are for
students entering grades 2-7 next school year. During
the four-day camp, students will solve daily STEM team
challenges, build and program robots, participate in
computer programming and take part in hands-on engineering design challenges. The cost is $100.
STEM Honors Summer Camps are for students
entering grades 8 and 9 next school year. The eightday camp will involve computer programming, multimedia productions, robotics and STEM career
exploration. The cost is $150.
Both camps will take place in June. Learn more and
apply at www.pcsb.org/STEM.
Pinellas County Schools takes board meeting
on the road
Pinellas County Schools will host April’s school
board meeting on Tuesday, April 23 at the City of Gulfport’s City Hall. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. at Gulfport’s City Hall, located at 2401 53rd Street South,
Gulfport.
The agenda for the meeting is available on
the Pinellas County Schools website.
Learn about Cultural Arts and Gifted magnet
programs at Midtown Academy
Families interested in the Cultural Arts or Gifted
Studies programs are invited to attend the Midtown
Academy Student Showcase. Explore gifted programs,
and check out student science projects. Children will
have opportunities to engage in educational games and
arts activities. Learn more about one of our newest
schools and find out how to apply. The showcase will

take place from 5 to 7 p.m. May 7 at Midtown Academy
Center for Cultural Arts & Gifted Studies, 1701 10th St
S in St. Petersburg. The event will kick off with a question and answer session for interested families at 5 p.m.
Summer Bridge registration is underway
Registration for Summer Bridge began on Monday,
March 25. Summer Bridge provides engaging activities to prepare students for maximum success when
the next school year begins. Most elementary, middle
and high school Summer Bridge programs will be June
11 to July 18. Programs will take place Monday
through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Learn more
at www.pcsb.org/summerbridge.
Apply for PCS visual and digital arts camps
this summer
Pinellas County Schools will offer four-day visual
and digital art camps that will take place in June.
Elementary camps are for current third- and
fourth-graders who will enter fourth and fifth grade
next school year. Middle school camps are for current
fifth-, sixth- and seventh-graders who will enter sixth,
seventh and eighth grade next year. Lessons will be
taught by certified art teachers. PCS Art Camps are offered at no cost to Pinellas County public school students thanks to the Referendum.
Digital Arts Camps
PCS will be offering three Elementary Digital Arts
Camps and three Middle School Digital Arts Camps.
Lessons will focus on various digital media, including
digital drawing, painting, photography, comics, stopmotion animation and movie making. Art will be exhibited online in our Art Gallery and movies will be posted
on our YouTube channel.
Visual Arts Camps
The district will also offer three Elementary Visual
Arts Camps. Projects will focus on more “traditional”
media, such as drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking. Students will bring home their artwork at the
conclusion of camp. Select works will be exhibited online in our Art Gallery.
There are only 30 seats at each of our nine camps.
The camps are for students currently enrolled in the
school district. The deadline to apply is April 19. Learn
more and apply.
The late application period for Choice Programs is underway
Many magnet, fundamental and career programs
have seats available for the 2019-2020 school year. Geographic application area restrictions for several pro-

grams have been lifted, allowing students who live in
other areas of the county to apply. After parents apply,
schools with available seats will contact parents to invite
students to attend. Parents can also contact program
coordinators to find out the status of their late applications. For information about Choice Programs
visit www.pcsb.org/choice. If you have questions about
the application process, contact Student Assignment,
727-588-6210.
Annual ESE Parent Survey is underway
It is time for the Florida Department of Education’s
annual Exceptional Student Education Parent Survey.
Each year, the department surveys parents of students
with an individual education plan (IEP) who receive
special education services to determine how well
schools are partnering with them and promoting their
involvement in their children’s education.
If your child attends a Pinellas County public school
and receives special education services, please take the
survey. Feedback helps the state and the school district
improve educational services for children with special
needs and their families.
Parents
can
take
the
survey
at www.esesurvey.com. Or they can complete a paper
survey distributed by their child’s school. If you have
questions or need a paper survey, contact Tracy McMannus at 727-588-6062 or MCMANNUST@pcsb.org.
Kindergarten registration is underway
Parents can register their children for kindergarten
for the next school year at https://reservation.pcsb.org.
The school district is urging families to register their
children by May 29, before the end of the school year.
If your child is currently attending VPK within the Pinellas County school district, you will not need to register
them for kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school year.
Children currently attending VPK in the district will be
automatically assigned to their zoned school in March.
Learn more at www.pcsb.org/KG. If you have questions, call Student Assignment at 727-588-6210.
Help send your children to college with a prepaid tuition plan
The open enrollment period for the Florida Prepaid
College Plan is underway. The Florida Prepaid College
Plan allows families to lock in college plan prices and
prepay the future cost of college tuition and fees. When
students are ready for college, the plan pays costs covered under the plan at Florida colleges or universities.
The enrollment period will close April 30. Learn more
and apply at the Florida Prepaid website.
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Cultured Books and The W.O.R.D. Initiative host Kids Lit! in the Gardens
tounding 76 percent between 2012 and 2017, with
28 million adults reporting
that they read poetry in
2017.
The results were even
more astounding for
younger people – during
that time the number of 18
to 24-year-olds reading poetry doubled. Britain’s
news source the Guardian
also recorded that poetry
sales were up last year, and
attributed it to younger
readers searching for “clarity” amid “conflict and disaster.”
The theme of the day at
Kids Lit! is “social justice,”
but the family- friendly activities are for all ages.
Cultured Books’ owner
Lorielle Hollaway noted,
“When people think of poetry they might think, ‘I
can’t do this’ or ‘that’s
something that I think really hard [about].’”
But, said Hollaway, the
stations help people see different ways to create poetry that are fun and
imaginative. She also said
the central theme of” social
justice poetry” will encourage people to think about
their own values and the
things they’d like to see in
the world.
Some of the featured
poetry stations include:
“Blackout
Poetry:”
There will be used books
on hand for people to tear
pages out of, and then
“blackout” different words
to reveal a poem that they
wrote.
“Found Poetry:” Find-

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – If
you love storytelling, literature and spoken word, and
want to fuel your children’s
exposure to poetry, then
make sure to bring them to
“Kids Lit! in the Gardens”
on Saturday, April 27 from
12 -2 p.m. in the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum’s
Legacy Gardens.
Free and open to the
public, “Kids Lit!” is a featured event of Keep St.
Pete Lit’s fifth annual Sunlit
Festival and is being sponsored by Cultured Books
and The W.O.R.D. Initiative.
The afternoon will feature poetry stations, Storytime, a community open
mic and performances by
Tampa’s Heard ‘Em Say
Teen Poetry organization.
Leigh K. Davis, coFounder of The W.O.R.D.
Initiative (Women Organizing Real Discussions)
shared, “Literacy encourages a greater understanding of ourselves and others.
We create events that celebrate communication in the
community.
Our first
event, Kids Lit! is an afternoon for families to experience poetry, have fun
creating poetry and connect.”
Nationally, reading poetry is on the upswing. The
Washington Post shared
that a study from the National Endowment for the
Arts recorded that adults
reading poetry grew an as-
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ing words in magazines or
newspapers that will be
available for participants to
cut out and paste on paper
to make a poem.
“Magnetic
Poetry:”
Using magnetic letters to
arrange words and poems
on steel slabs for parents
and children to have fun
creating together.
Voice actor Eric H.
Hollaway Sr. will provide
the Storytime poetry and
poet Sara Reis will share
social justice oriented poetry.
Tampa’s Heard ‘Em
Say Teen Poetry’s organization’s mission is to “provide our community’s
youth with a healthy social
outlet and platform to express themselves and promote growth in the areas of
self-esteem, written, and
oral communication, networking, social tolerance,
and cultural understanding
through the art of spoken
word poetry.”
Lorielle
Hollaway
added, “I feel events like
this are important because
poetry is an outlet for children to share things that
they go through. They’re
growing, dealing with society, dealing with adults,
and poetry is a nice way to
let emotions out and tell
your story – and it can
make something really
beautiful.”
Follow Cultured Books
on social media: @culturedbooks
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.
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ÑãáâÝÛÓàá`µÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒ(µÄÍ)×áÓøÓÑâ×äÓÔÝàÏÑÑÝãÜâáÝÞÓÜÓÒÐÓâåÓÓÜ^a*`c*`^_gâÝ^c*a_*`^_gÈÖÓ__#ÛÝÜâÖÂÓå¸ÝÚÚÏà·¸áÞÓÑ×ÏÚàÓßã×àÓáÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÝÔr`c^^^ÐàÝãÕÖââÝËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÔàÝÛáÝãàÑÓáÝãâá×ÒÓÝÔËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÝà×âáÏûÚ×ÏâÓáâÝÓÏàÜâÖÓÏÒäÓàâ×áÓÒµÄÍ
ÄãÐÚ×ÑºãÜÒáÏÜÒËÖÝÚÓáÏÚÓÏÑÑÝãÜâáÏàÓÜÝâÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓàµÄÍÏááãÛÓá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÓÛÏ×ÜáÝÜÒÓÞÝá×âãÜâ×ÚÛÏâãà×âç½ÜâÓàÓáâ×áÑÝÛÞÝãÜÒÓÒÒÏ×ÚçÄÏçÛÓÜâÝÔ×ÜâÓàÓáâÝÜ·¸á×áÐÏáÓÒÝÜâÓàÛºÝàâÓàÛáÚÓááâÖÏÜ_`ÛÝÜâÖá(adcÒÏçá)×ÜâÓàÓáâÛÏçÐÓÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçßãÏàâÓàÚçáÓÛ×#ÏÜÜãÏÚÚç
ÝàÏâÛÏâãà×âç(âÖÓÓÜÒÝÔâÖÓâÓàÛ)ºÝàâÓàÛáÝÔ_`ÛÝÜâÖáÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâÛÏçÐÓÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçßãÏàâÓàÚçáÓÛ×#ÏÜÜãÏÚÚçÝàÏÜÜãÏÚÚçµÔÓÓÔÝàÓÏàÚçå×âÖÒàÏåÏÚå×ÚÚÐÓ×ÛÞÝáÓÒÏÜÒÑÝãÚÒàÓÒãÑÓÓÏàÜ×ÜÕáÝÜâÖ×áÏÑÑÝãÜâÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓáÏàÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓâÝâÖÓ×Ü×â×ÏÚâÓàÛÝÔâÖÓ·¸ÝÜÚçµâÛÏâãà×âç
âÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓ·¸å×ÚÚÏãâÝÛÏâ×ÑÏÚÚçàÓÜÓåÔÝàÏâÓàÛÝÔdÛÝÜâÖáÏââÖÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÏÜÒµÄÍ×ÜÓøÓÑâÔÝà·¸áÝÜàÓÜÓåÏÚÒÏâÓÜÝâáãÐØÓÑââÝÏÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓãÜÚÓááâÖÓ¶ÏÜÙÖÏáÜÝâ×ùÓÒçÝãÝâÖÓàå×áÓ_`¸ãÓâÝâÖÓÜÓåÛÝÜÓçàÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâÏÑÑÝãÜâáÛÏçÝÜÚçÐÓÝÞÓÜÓÒÏâçÝãàÚÝÑÏÚÐàÏÜÑÖ
ËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓáÓàäÓáâÖÓà×ÕÖââÝÛÝÒ×ÔçÝàÒ×áÑÝÜâ×ÜãÓâÖÓÝøÓàÏâÏÜçâ×ÛÓå×âÖÝãâÜÝâ×ÑÓÁ×Ü×ÛãÛÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âàÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâÝÔÏâÚÓÏáâr`c^^^×áÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓàÝÜÚçÏÜÒÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓâàÏÜáÔÓààÓÒâÝÏÜÝâÖÓàÏÑÑÝãÜââÝßãÏÚ×ÔçÔÝàÏÜçÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓà½ÔçÝãå×áÖâÝâÏÙÓÏÒäÏÜâÏÕÓ
ÝÔÏÜÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓààÓßã×à×ÜÕÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âçÝãå×ÚÚÐÓàÓßã×àÓÒâÝÒÝáÝå×âÖÏÜÝâÖÓàÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âÏááâÏâÓÒ×ÜâÖÓÝøÓààÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâáÏÜÒßãÏÚ×ùÑÏâ×ÝÜáÃøÓàÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓÑÝÛÐ×ÜÓÒå×âÖÏÜçÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓàÓæÑÓÞââÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ
rc^^ÝøÓàÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓÔàÝÛÁÏàÑÖ`c`^_gãÜâ×ÚÁÏça_`^_gÃøÓàÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓàÓÞàÝÒãÑÓÒÞãàÑÖÏáÓÒáÝÚÒâàÏÜáÔÓààÓÒÝàâàÏÒÓÒaÈÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÞàÝÕàÏÛÖÏáÏra^ÛÝÜâÖÚçáÓàä×ÑÓÔÓÓåÖ×ÑÖÑÏÜÐÓÏäÝ×ÒÓÒåÖÓÜçÝãÖÏäÓÝÜÓÝÔâÖÓÔÝÚÚÝå×ÜÕßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÐÏÚÏÜÑÓár`c^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ×Ü
ßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÚ×ÜÙÓÒÐÏÜÙÒÓÞÝá×âÏÑÑÝãÜâá(ÑÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕáÏä×ÜÕá·¸áº¸½·#×ÜáãàÓÒ½Æµá)Ýàrc^^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜÏÜçÑÝÛÐ×ÜÏâ×ÝÜÝÔßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÚ×ÜÙÓÒÐÏÜÙ×ÜÕÐàÝÙÓàÏÕÓ(ÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓâÖàÝãÕÖËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝµÒä×áÝàáÀÀ·)ÏÜÒÑàÓÒ×âÐÏÚÏÜÑÓá(×ÜÑÚãÒ×ÜÕ_^°ÝÔÛÝàâÕÏÕÓÐÏÚÏÜÑÓáÑÓàâÏ×ÜÛÝàâÕÏÕÓáÜÝâÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓ)
½ÔâÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þ×áâÓàÛ×ÜÏâÓÒâÖÓÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÝÜÏÚÚÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâáÏÜÒÒ×áÑÝãÜâáÝàÔÓÓåÏ×äÓàáÝÜÝâÖÓàÞàÝÒãÑâáÏÜÒáÓàä×ÑÓáå×ÚÚÒ×áÑÝÜâ×ÜãÓÏÜÒàÓäÓàââÝâÖÓ¶ÏÜÙáâÖÓÜ#ÑãààÓÜâÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓàÏâÓÝàÔÓÓºÝàÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓáÝÜâ×ÛÓÏÑÑÝãÜâáâÖ×á
ÑÖÏÜÕÓå×ÚÚÝÑÑãàãÞÝÜàÓÜÓåÏÚ½ÔâÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þ×áâÓàÛ×ÜÏâÓÒâÖÓàÓÛÏ×Ü×ÜÕãÜÚ×ÜÙÓÒËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÄÝàâÔÝÚ×Ý·ÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÝàËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÄà×ÛÓ·ÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÏÑÑÝãÜâå×ÚÚÐÓÑÝÜäÓàâÓÒâÝÏÜÝâÖÓàÑÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÞàÝÒãÑâÝàÑÚÝáÓÒ
\`^_gËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµµÚÚà×ÕÖâáàÓáÓàäÓÒ¸ÓÞÝá×âÞàÝÒãÑâáÝøÓàÓÒÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÁÓÛÐÓàº¸½·ÂÁÀÇÆ½¸aggf^_
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fundraising for debilitating diseases
PARTY, from front page

performed a melody of
Whitney Houston hits,
had two life-threatening
gastric bleeds, a stroke
and performed last Friday with two torn rotator
cuffs and a torn ACL.
Spoken word artist
Christina Baines’ mother
died from a massive
heart attacked at 19 years
old, half of the Blues
Brothers duo of Clarence
and Rickey Williams survived colon cancer, and
the list goes on and on.
Even the wisecracking Rev. Wade had a survivor story. His father
survived colon cancer
but
eventually
succumbed to lung cancer,
and his mother lived 15
years after being diagnosed with multiple
myeloma. As an only
child, he said he was
thankful to have the opportunity to take care of
her mother, along with
his son and the help of
hospice, for the last three
months of her life.
“It’s a blessing to be
able to be a survivor; it’s
a blessing to be able to be
a caregiver and it’s a
blessing to tell somebody
that they need to get a
physical.”

He urged everyone in
the audience to get regular checkups and to keep
up with age-appropriate
testing such as colonoscopies and prostate
exams.
“A lot of us brothers
don’t
like
to
get
checked,” he said. “Go
get your colonoscopy; go
get
your
prostate
checked when you turn
50. I know you got to pay
for it, and you leave
greasy, but that’s what it
is.”
Wilson, who turned
66, took a hiatus from
working with cancer survivors after her brother
lost his battle with cancer
and her daughter suffered a stroke. When she
was asked to throw her
hat back in the ring, Friday night’s fundraiser
was born. She didn’t
quite know what to do
until she prayed on the
matter.
“God dropped in my
spirit to do this talent
show for my birthday this
year,” said Wilson. “Without any clue as to how I
was going to pull this off,
God gave me a vision and
sent me the people to
carry it out.”

And that He did. She
had a performer as
young as 12 years old
(Baby C) to his falsetto
singing father (Clifford
Canady) in the lineup
along with local talent Deneen Wyman and gospel
singing sensation Valerie
Houston from Bethel
Metropolitan Church.
Wilson, along with
her daughter Karla Wilson, Paulette Royster,
Naomi Richardson and
Mattie Warren formed a
band and performed classic R&B hits with dance
moves and all. The crowd
went wild and jumped to
their feet to dance along.
Funds
from
the
evening’s event will support the Heart and
Stroke Walk in November and the Relay for Life
South St. Pete event
(Team Karla) for the
American Cancer Society
next month. On the way
out the door, Wilson encouraged everyone to
pick up an empty eightounce water bottle and
place dimes into it whenever they could. By the
time the November’s
walk comes around, they
would have raised $50.

is prooud to announce the
h

Fr

Ladi

ቿ

ቿ

St. Petersburg/Clearrwater Marriott
12600 Roosevelt Blvd. 33713

Bridgette Heller ቿ Jeanine Menze ቿ Nadine Smith
Sharon Welch ቿ Patricia Wright
ቿ

ቿ

T ellma MMcCloud
Th

To Be Announced

Also Presenting the Wooddson War
a rior Scholarsh
s ips

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Anchoring our hearts in love
HEARTS, from front page

covetousness, or the desire
to have what others have
and doing whatever it takes
to obtain.
Another cause is competitiveness, a disposition to
outperform, to out-achieve,
to outdo another person, “at
any and all costs.”
“This negative competition is when we compete
with others in such a way
that we want to win at the
expense of other people,”
Oliver pointed out. “In
other words, our success is
predicated on their failure.”
Conceitedness is another impediment to love,
Oliver explained. An arrogant person has an air
about them that says, “I feel
that I’m better than you and
you’re beneath me.” Wher-

Jordan Bolds

ever there’s an attitude of
covetousness, competitiveness or conceitedness, it always interferes with one’s
capacity to love.
What are the habits or
characteristics of love,
asked the pastor. He paraphrased the Apostle Paul
by saying it is the conscious decision to love another person no matter
what.
“Love is patient,” he
quoted the well-known
scripture, “love is kind,”
adding that though the
world is oftentimes a very
unkind and unfriendly
place, the Apostle Paul said
that people of the faith community and people of the
community of humanity
should be known by love.

Love has the disposition of kindness, recognizing that kindness has the
medicine that can heal a
broken heart. And love
does not envy, does not
boast and is not proud,
Oliver said.
“Envy is a poison that
eventually consumes a person who chooses to harbor
it in his or her heart,” said
the Omega Psi Phi brother.
Boasting always causes
you to exaggerate and to
display who you want people to think that you are, the
pastor noted, but love is not
only that absence of envy
and the absence of boasting—love also is not proud.
Each of you should
look not only for your own
interest but also for the in-

St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. President Dr.
Shameka Jones and Lauryn Latimer, who
plans to attend Florida State.

Jaleel Watson-Williams is
on his way to
Morehouse College.

terest of others, Oliver
urged. We should not neglect ourselves, but neither
should we seek our own
advantage at the detriment
of others.
Oliver further quoted
the Bible by explaining that
love does not keep records
of wrong. Some people
keep a “file cabinet” in their
minds of all your mistakes
and your sins, he said, waiting for a day to remind you
of them.
“I don’t know about
you, but I’m thankful that
God doesn’t keep a black
file cabinet,” the pastor
said, to chuckles and applause.
Love always stand for
that which is right; love always protects, love always

First Lady of Elizabeth
Baptist Church,
Chi’Ira Oliver

Giovanna Capehart plans
to attend the University of
North Florida.

trusts, love always looks for
the better that is beyond
the bleak, Oliver said.
“At the end of the day,
love does not fail,” he said.
“It perseveres.”
Love only happens
when you love God completely, he stressed, and
when you love God completely, you can love yourself correctly.
“Perhaps one of the
greatest problems we see in
society is an absence of selflove,” Oliver postulated.
And only when you love
yourself can you can love
others compassionately.
“People can never pass
on love,” he said, “if they
don’t have self-love!”
Pastor Shawn Thomas,
youth pastor at Mt. Zion

Progressive, was on hand
to offer up prayers for the
family unit, and the wellbeing of the nation.
“God we pray to you
for the structure and stability of families all over of this
world,” he implored. “As
the family goes, so does the
society. I ask God that You
will strengthen families.”
The morning ended
with the presentation of
scholarships to collegebound students to help alleviate some of the financial
burdens that come with
higher education, as well as
to honor their achievements throughout their
high school careers.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Sierra Lowery’s mother collected her
scholarship. She will be headed to
Florida A&M University.

Mia Blasingame is headed
to Florida A&M
University.

Pay Tribute to Your Mom for Mother’s Day!
Reserve your message space on

The Weekly Challenger’s Special Mother’s Day page,
out on Thursday, May 9
Cost: 2 columns by 3 inches, black and white ad- only $35
Double or triple your ad size- it’s up to you!
*Add a personal photograph for only $10 more!

DON’T DELAY! Call TODAY
First come, first served! Space is limited.
DEADLINE FOR AD COPY AND PHOTOS IS
FRIDAY, MAY 3
To reserve YOUR AD, or get more information,
Call 727-896-2922 or 720-331-4979!
E-mail editor@theweeklychallenger.com or
roshidasan@yahoo.com
*Personal photographs may be emailed as a JPEG, PDF or PNG files.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NCNW visits six countries in two hours
TASTE, from front page

pletion of high school affiliated with NCNW, gave a
presentation of each country represented. They
each researched their respective country’s food,
and sadly the top 10 foods
from the United States included hamburgers, hot
dogs and potato chips.
Africa, however, was full of
all kinds of delectable fare.
Carolyn Wilson, the
captain of team Africa, said
they tried to represent the
entire continent. The
ladies in the group did extensive research into the
many regions. They came
up with chicken peanut
stew, fish stew, goat stew,
lamb stew, coconut fried
rice, couscous and more.

To make their corner
of the world more authentic, they enlisted the help
of students from Lakewood High School to paint
all 54 countries of Africa
and borrowed African artwork from Vitu International in Skyway Marine
Vintage Mall.
Team captain Wanda
Stuart helmed the Jamaica
team. Team members
cooked plantains, pigeon
peas and rice, brown
stewed chicken and three
pans of jerk chicken. They
did a great deal of research
and went to local vendors
to buy the ingredients.
“We have volunteers
that are a part of NCNW
and those who are not that

have come on board and
are going to be members
because they enjoyed
these activities,” said Stuart, who baked a pineapple
coconut spice cake.
Event chair Mae Welch
and co-chair Cynthia Jenkins both played it safe with
southern cooking from the
Deep South.
“We chose the United
States because we love our
country,” said Welch. “We
are patriots…it’s a great
country and I’m glad to be
here.”
Jenkins said they chose
the southern region because it’s their roots. They
could have stuck with hot
dogs and hamburgers, but
they wanted food with a lit-

tle more substance.
They landed on fried
chicken, barbeque pig feet,
turkey wings, yellow rice,
cornbread, potato salad,
apple and sweet potato pie,
banana pudding, red velvet
cake and German chocolate cake, which originated
in Texas.
Annie Tucker and her
team took on Italy. Since
members of her group are
all excellent home cooks,
they had no problems
cooking chicken marsala,
penne pasta, spaghetti with
meat sauce, cheese and
meat lasagna and pasta
salad. However, the pizza,
cannoli
and
Italian
lemon knot cookies were
store bought.

Georgia Thomas and
her team did extensive research into Cuban food.
Many of the dishes she
had never heard of so they
took field trips to a Cuban
restaurant and a cigar
store to learn more about
the culture and fare. They
made
Mojo-marinated
pork shoulder, Cuban
sandwiches, black beans
and rice, fried plantains,
green and ground beef
salsa among other things.
Thomas couldn’t stop
praising her team members and all the hard work
they put in to make their
slice of the Caribbean a
success. She also heaped
praise on their current
chapter president, Thelma

Bruce.
And last but not least,
the world tour stopped off
in China. Sandra Gibson,
director of the Black
Pearls, helped her girls
with a taste from the Far
East. The young ladies
chose Mandarin cuisine influenced by American taste
with bourbon chicken,
fried rice, orange chicken
and more.
Gibson admitted that
the girls’ parents did a lot
of the cooking, and by the
looks on everyone’s faces,
they did a great job.
Many members are already planning next year’s
dishes, and the eating public is already planning to
chow down!

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

W W W.T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

Cancer affects everyy ethnic background,
g
is ﬂuent
in every language and can impact people of any
age, faith or culture. As compared with other
racial/ethnic groups, colorectal cancer incidence
and mortality are highest among blacks/AfricanAmericans, and 5-year survival rates are the
lowest. At Mofﬁtt, we want to give everyone
the same hope of early diagnosis and the best
treatment possible. Colorectal cancer screenings
should begin at age 50, and earlier for those with
an increased risk.
Mofﬁtt works with an extensive national network
of insurance and managed care organizations and
offers ﬁnancial assistance to qualifying patients.

To learn more visit Mofﬁtt.or
t g
or by calling (888) 663-3488
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

Bro. Robert Smith

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Bethel Community Baptist Church

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Bethel Community
Baptist Church will celebrate the 26th Pastoral
Anniversary of Rev.
Manuel L Sykes, State
Overseer of Florida Full
Gospel Baptist Church
Fellowship, during the
month of April.
The following pastors
and their churches will
worship with Bethel on
this occasion:
April 21, 7 am
Sunrise Service, Maximo Beach
April 21, 10 am,
Easter Sunday
Rev. Dr. Manuel L.

Sykes
Bethel Community
Baptist Church
April 24, 7 pm
Pastor Richardo Welch
Prayer Tower Church
of God in Christ
April 27, 4 pm
Full Gospel Service
Pastor Jason Williams
Mt. Raymond M B
Church, Palmetto, Florida
April 28, 10 am
Youth Pastor, Kaleb Ash
Bethel Community
Baptist Church
Bethel Community and join us at 2901 54th
Baptist Church extends a Avenue South,St. Peterswelcome to all to come burg, Florida.

Easter Blessings
E - Eternal life with no more strife;
A - A blessing given to us, when JESUS gave His life.
S - Surrendered to His GOD, for an ultimate sacrifice.
T - True love He showed, when He bore our sins to save our life.
E - Everlasting grace for JESUS abides within; keeping our souls off
a path of sin.
R - Resurrection for our Redeemer showed GOD’s miracles from
above;
Easter Blessings are the gifts of JESUS’ promises of eternal love.
Easter Blessings are heard when grandchildren say that ‘you’re the
best’:
You remember singing to them as babies, ‘JESUS loves you’, so they
could rest.
Easter Blessings remind our hearts of the loved ones home with our
LORD;
How when their lives were here on earth, they taught us how to read
His Word.
Showing us GOD’s goodness and His patience as they held our
hands to pray;
Easter Blessings from our JESUS are always here and will forever
stay.”
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
And when they came nigh
to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage
and Bethany, at the mount of
Olives, he sendeth forth two of
his disciples. And saith unto
them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as
soon as ye be entered into it, ye
shall find a colt tied, whereon
never man sat; loose him, and
bring him. And if any man say
unto you, Why do ye this? Say
ye that the Lord hath need of
him; and straightway he will
send him hither. Mark 11:1-3
With Sunday being Palm
Sunday, the message from Pastor Brown came from Mark
11:1-24 where Jesus prepared
for his entrance into Jerusalem
riding the colt with the people
spreading their garments and
branches before him while
shouting “Hosanna; blessed is
he that cometh in the name of
the Lord. . .” The message was
entitled “A Visit From The
King” with the question “What
Can We Expect From a Visit
From Our King? The text is a
representation of God wanting
to have an audience with us.
Jesus knew that he was
headed to his grand entrance
into Jerusalem where he
would be declared king of all
kings and where he knew he’d
die on Calvary. We were given
three responses to the question which explained that Jesus
wanted to do some things, to
bring some things, to experience some things with the people so that after the visit they
might be the better.
First response to the question was: “We Can Expect That
Jesus Comes to Set Us Free”
(vs. 2-7). The colt is a representation of us who was tied to
a tree at a crossroad. All of us
have something that God
wants to free us from. The
only way we can get free is to
have a visit from the king.
Jesus tells the disciples that
when they go to free the colt
someone would attempt to

stop them but all they had to
do was to tell them whose authority they were operating
under. People will try to keep
us from being all that we want
to be, but we must remember
the name that is above every
name, the with authority that
supersedes every authority.
Jesus wants us free for his
service. The question for us is
now that Jesus has freed us,
are we using our talent, gifts
and possession for things
other than to bring glory to
God.
Secondly, “We Can Expect
That Jesus Comes to Show Us
Faith” (vs 12-24). In these
scriptures we see that Jesus
curses a fig tree that looked
green and healthy and should
have offered at least buds to
eat but didn’t. And having
found that it offered nothing,
no figs or buds, Jesus cursed it.
Are we like the fig tree, green
and full of leaves but nothing to
offer? Jesus demonstrated to
them the power of believing in
him. When they returned the
next day, they found that the
fig tree that was no longer
green and alive but withered
and dried up from its roots. Remembering that Jesus had said
that the ‘No man eat fruit of
thee hereafter for ever’, the disciples saw that the words spoken by Jesus on the day before
were manifest before them.
Jesus taught them further that
if they had faith in God, they
would say unto the mountain,
‘be thou removed’ . . . We
need to stop looking at things
through our eyes and see
them through our faith. When
we look through our eyes it becomes our problems but looking through the eyes of God it
become his situation. Ours is
to have faith in God knowing
that he is able to do above all
that we can ask, think or imagine.
Lastly, “We Can Expect
That Jesus Come to Shift Our

Focus.” (vs 15-18). Jesus came
into the temple (his house) and
began cleaning and throwing
out those that bought and sold
in the temple. He overthrew
the tables of the moneychangers and those that sold doves.
Jesus forced them out of the
temple declaring that they had
turned to Lord’s house from a
house of prayer to a den of
thieves. Jesus caused a shift in
their focus. We need to remember that it’s not about us,
it needs to be about the Lord.
The focus in our doing anything is that we do it to glory of
God. It’s all about God. Does
God get glory out of our lives?
We invite you to join us on us
for Sunrise Resurrection Services on April 21 @ 7:00 am!
Still to come in April are
two fellowship opportunities
with sister churches: The first
is with New Jerusalem M.B.
Church on Tuesday, April 23
@ 7:30 pm as they celebrate
their Pastor’s 13th Anniversary
and the Church’s 60th Anniversary and the second is
with Mt. Calvary M.B. Church
on Sunday, April 28th @ 3:30
pm, celebrating their Church’s
Anniversary. Congratulations
to each of you! The 2019 Pizza
Ministry officially kicked off
on April 15 @ 6:00 pm in Childs
Parks where the word of God
was presented, some kickball
was played and of course, pizza
served. This ministry will continue through May 20, 2019.
All are invited to join in the fellowship and fun!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

TODAY’S CHURCH of the EVERLASTING KINGDOM

Gethsemane – The Place of Decision
Matthew 26:36-46
Life is about choices. One
of the most powerful gifts that
God has given us is the gift of
choice. “I have set before you
life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life,
that both thou and thy seed
may
live
(Deuteronomy
30:19).” Every day, all day long
we are making decisions and
living the consequences of our
choices. Our decisions not only
have ramifications for us, but
they impact other people as
well.
Sometimes it is clear that
we made the right and perfect
decision. Other times it is obvious that our choice was not the
highest and the best. Nevertheless, each decision is good because it reflects where we are
in consciousness. Attached to
each decision is a lesson
and/or a blessing. The lesson
is the good that may not be apparent immediately but is
something that we need to
learn for our holistic growth
and development. The blessing
is the good that is apparent and
shows us that we are on the
right track.
In the Holy Land, I had the

opportunity to visit the Garden
of Gethsemane where Jesus
made a life-changing decision
that is still impacting people
today. As a Wayshower, he decided to give his life for the
greater good of humanity. I
often say “Jesus did not die on
Calvary, but he died in Gethsemane because it was there that
he died in his mind.” Once it
was done mentally it was only a
matter of time before that decision manifested physically.
Dying was not an easy decision for Jesus to make. Although he knew that it was
God’s will, he did not want to
die. He prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane at least three
times the same prayer, “Father,
if it be possible let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as I
will but thy will be done.”
I was able to see Jesus’
process in prayer by visiting the
Garden of Gethsemane. He
prayed so intensely there that
his sweat was as great drops of
blood. I saw the large space in
the Garden where he prayed
with the eleven disciples because Judas had already left
them to betray him. I also saw
the medium section of the Gar-

den, where he prayed with
Peter, James and John, the core
disciples. Finally, I saw the
small place and the rock where
Jesus prayed alone, just him
and God.
In the Garden of Gethsamane, I prayed where Jesus
prayed, and it became clear to
me that it was not God’s will for
me to become an ordained
Unity minister. God was calling
me to do something else. It
took me time for me to follow
God’s guidance and share my
decision. I knew the impact that
my decision would have upon
my beloved congregation who
brought me to St. Petersburg. I
was torn been hurting and disappointing the people that I
love and obeying Spirit’s call to
begin Today’s Church-St. Petersburg.
I AM grateful for all the
support that Unity Temple of
Truth Church has given me
over the past five years. I love
them. I bless them. I behold the
Christ in them. I wish God’s
highest blessings upon that
congregation as they continue
to move forward in the direction that God has called them.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Letter to the mayor
Dear Editor:
No matter who you are
and no matter what position we hold in society,
there will come a time
when the challenges of life
surface and the real person will appear for good or
evil. The Word of God,
which I live by daily, says
in Ephesians 6:13: Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.
These are some evil
days here in St. Petersburg, and somebody
needs to stand for righteousness in the face of the
disgusting conflict between the city, the mayor
and the St. Pete Housing
Authority (SPHA).
The city is full of
churches, pastors and
Christians who have the
spiritual power to pray and
rebuke Satan in the name
of Jesus. Faith without
works is dead. Just about
every person who has
something to say about
SPHA is a Christian and
knows about the power of
prayer and the Word of
God.
We need to speak truth
to power and pray together for solutions rather
than rehearsing the prob-

lem over and over again.
I’m taking a bold stand,
not against flesh and
blood, but against spiritual
wickedness in high places.
Those of us who are in
tune with the Holy Spirit
knows that it’s not about
the mayor, persons on city
council or the CEO of
SPHA. It’s about us, praying for a solution that can
only come from God at
this point. All of our St.
Pete leaders need our
prayers, now, for humility
and unity rather than only
seeing things one way.
The main thing needs
to be kept the main thing,
which is the restoration of
the displaced residents of
Jordan Park and providing
decent, affordable housing
for its residents. All other
discussions are counterproductive, and I rebuke it
in the name of Jesus because there is power in
that name. Demons tremble at the sound of the
name Jesus.
Admittedly, there have
been errors made by all
the main players. The
truth will rise to the top
shortly because we reap
what we sow and there is
nothing done in the dark
that will not be revealed in
the light. So let’s pray and
forgive all who have

sinned and come short because forgiveness is a
much needed ingredient
of love right now, in Jesus
name. Amen. Now watch
how God moves and
changes everything!
The following letter
was sent to Mayor Rick
Kriseman on April 12.
To: Mayor Kriseman
From: Commissioner
Basha Jordan
My recent email request for a meeting with
you on yesterday, April 11,
has not received a response from you, even
thou an automatic response of receipt of the request
was
made.
Therefore I will share with
you my two concerns in
this letter.
First, I voted for you
Mayor Kriseman and have
been supportive of you
since being in office. My
letter of appointment to
the St. Pete Housing Authority, September 19,
2016, from you was a surprise because I did not
campaign for this awesome task. You congratulated
me
on
the
appointment and thanked
me for my commitment to
serve. This is what I have
done with dedication and
honor to help provide decent and affordable hous-

ing for those eligible citizens of St. Petersburg.
We had a telephone
conversation on January
31, 2019, at 11:35 am,
which I initiated, because I
wanted to know from you,
rather than rumors, what
was your position on my
reappointment to the
SPHA. I asked you, “Are
you going to reappoint me
to the SPHA?” Your answer was, “Yes, as far as I
know.” Since that date
until today April 12, 2019, I
have not heard from you at
all, but have read defamatory statements in the
Tampa Bay Times about
me quoted from you, Mr.
Mayor. Also, there have
been statements printed in
various social media of
your intent not to reappoint me to the Board of
Commissioners and a letter from Attorney Jay
Walker who represents
SPHA stating I would not
be reappointed. I am
deeply hurt by this means
of communication to me of
your intent rather than
communicating with me
directly as was done for
my appointment. I had a
much higher level of appreciation and respect for
you than what has been
shown me in the recent
past. My integrity and

forthrightness as a man of
God does not allow me to
do what you have accused
me of doing and you know
that.
I am requesting that
you publicly clear my
name of all the negative
comments you made
about me regarding my
performance as Housing
Commissioner for the following reasons:
I had no knowledge of
Mr. Love living in the
Saratoga Apts. until reading about it in the Tampa
Bay Times. Mr. Love
began his tenure as CEO
in January of 2016. I had
no involvement with the
contractual agreement between SPHA and Mr. Love
because all this took place
BEFORE I WAS APPOINTED IN SEPTEMBER 2016 AS A HOUSING
COMMISSIONER. And
this information NEVER
CAME BEFORE THE
FULL BOARD during the
entire time I have been a
Commissioner. It stopped
at the Committee responsible for this.
The
resolution
brought before the full
board to increase the
salary of the CEO DID
NOT INCLUDE ANY
MENTION OF ANY ALLEGATIONS AGAINST

THE CEO. I found out
about the allegations when
it came out in the Tampa
Bay Times. Someone knew
of these allegations but
failed to disclose them to
us. I cannot be held responsible for something
that I did not know, but
should have.
My prayer is that whoever knew about these
things that were not
brought before the Board,
confess and help clear my
name and other Commissioners who have been
wrongfully accused. Also,
I hope that the confusion
between the SPHA and the
Mayor be rectified because it is the RESIDENTS WHO HAVE
SUFFERED THE MOST
in this ungodly mess. All of
the appointed and elected
officials must keep the interest of the people first, or
all else fails.
Dr. Basha P. Jordan, Jr.
The Hope Dr.
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Our Girls Inc. 2019
9 Environmental Science SMART
S
Summer Camp will
w explore the
interdisciplinary ﬁeld of Environmental Scie
ence that integrates physiccal,
cal biological
and information scciences with the study of the
t environment, and the solution of
environmental pro
oblems. All girls will also participate
p
in the GirlSMA
ART Reading
Program, Girls Incc. National Literacy Initiativ
ve, and the United Way Summer Bridge
program, designed to foster a love of readin
ng, improve literacy skills,,
and reduce summ
mer learning loss.

Open to all girls ages 5-18. No
N registration fe
ee.
$100 per we
eek. ELC accepted
d.
eek
d
Meals, snaccks, t-shirt and ﬁe
eld trips included.
Transportation provided.
Pick up at 8:00 am
m and return at 6:00 pm in the grassy parking lot
across from Acade
emy Prep. 2301 22nd Ave S, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
12

.

C O M

Inspiring all giirls to be strong,
smart, and bo
oldsm

7700 61st Street
S
North
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
727 544 623
727.544.623
30

girlsinc-pinellas.org
Lic. #C920281
1

