




2  

 

The William L. Wilson and Diane C. 
Wilson Scholarship in Karst Science 

Administered by the Karst Waters Institute 
www.karstwaters.org 

 

The William L.  Wilson and Diane C.  Wil-
son Scholarship in Karst  Science  recognizes 
t he s ignif icant  cont r ibut ions o f t he lat e Wil l iam 
(Bil l)  L.  Wilso n,  who  t ack led so me o f t he most  
d iff icu lt  karst  sc ience quest ions in Flo r ida and 
e lsewhere through his consu lt ing company,  Sub-
sur face Eva luat ions,  Incorporat ed.  To  st imulat e 
t he deve lopment  o f new,  energet ic ,  mo t ivat ed,  
and creat ive karst  sc ient ist s and to  remember  
Bil l Wilson and his ded icat ion to  karst  sc ience,  
t he scho larship was est abl ished by Diane  C.  
Wilson in his memor y.   The scho larship in-
c ludes a one -t ime award of $1,000 .   The scho l-
arship is  open to  any student  who  is current ly 
enro lled in,  o r has been accepted into,  a mas-
ter’s degree  program at  an inst it ut ion o f higher  
educat ion in t he Unit ed Stat es.   This year’s 
deadline for al l applicat ion materia ls is  Feb-
ruary 15,  2020.   Info r mat ion on how to app ly 
can be found at  t he Karst  Waters Inst it ute web-
s it e  (ht tp: / /karstwaters.o rg/scho larship/ ) .   Add i-
t iona l in fo r mat ion can be had through email t o  
Dr.  Janet  S.  Herman ( jherman@virg in ia. edu ) .  

The Februar y E xped it io n at  Mammoth Cave 
has been extended.  There will now be caving 
opportunit ie s on Fr iday,  Februar y 14,  mak ing it  
a  t hree -day exped it io n.  P lease contact  Mark 
Jones at  Spe leoK9@gmail.co m  or  (815) 508 -
3765 to  sign up o r fo r  more info r mat ion.  

 

Upcoming Conference Announcement 

From May 18 -21,  2020 Western Kentucky 
Univers it y,  t he  George Wr ight  Society,  and the 
Mammoth Cave Area Biosphere Reser ve wil l be 
host ing a conference in Bowling Green,  KY that  
wil l focus on the conser vat ion  of frag i le  karst  
resources.  Add it iona l in fo r mat ion is ava i lable 
on the conference webs it e:   
https: / /unescokarst2020.com/ .  
 

On the Cover 

As Lucy Co lat sk ie watches,  She lly Co lat sk ie 
measures guano  in Branson Cave,  Shannon 
County MO.  Pho to  by Ron Co lat sk ie.  

CRF NEWSLETTER 
Volume 48, No. 1 
established 1973 

Send all articles and reports for submission to: 
Laura Lexander, Editor     
laura.lexander@cave-research.org 
21551 SE 273rd Ct., Maple Valley, WA 98038 
  
The CRF Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Cave 
Research Foundation, a non-profit organization incorpo-
rated in 1957 under the laws of Kentucky for the purpose 
of furthering research, conservation, and education about 
caves and karst. 

Newsletter Submissions & Deadlines: 
Original articles and photographs are welcome. If intend-
ing to jointly submit material to another publication, please 
inform the CRF editor. Publication cannot be guaranteed, 
especially if submitted elsewhere. All material is subject to 
revision unless the author specifically requests otherwise. 
For timely publication, please observe these deadlines: 

February issue by December 1 
May issue by March 1 
August issue by June 1 
November issue by September 1 

Before submitting material, please see publication 
guidelines at: www.cave-research.org 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
Content Editor: Laura Lexander,  

laura.lexander@cave-research.org 
Layout/Photos: Ralph Earlandson, 

ralph.earlandson@gmail.com 
Mailing: Bob Hoke, bob@rhoke.net 

©2020 Cave Research Foundation 

 Cave Research Foundation Board of Directors 
President - Dave West, d270@bellatlantic.net 

Vice President - Kayla Sapkota, kayla.sapkota@gmail.com 
Secretary - Ed Klausner, klausnere@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Robert Hoke, bob@rhoke.net 
Hamilton Valley Director - Pat Kambesis 

Directors - Derek Bristol, Jennifer Ellis, Joyce Hoffmaster, 
Mark Jones, Edward Klausner, Robert Lerch, John Lyles,  

Benjamin Miller, Kayla Sapkota  

Operations Council 
Scott House (Ozarks), John Tinsley (Lava Beds), Karen 

Willmes (Eastern), Janice Tucker (Carlsbad Caverns), Fofo 
Gonzalez and Jen Hopper (Sequoia/Kings Canyon) 

For information about the CRF contact: 
Dave West 
3418 University Pl. 
Baltimore, MD 21218-2831 
d270@bellatlantic.net 

Donations to CRF should be sent to: 
Robert Hoke, CRF Treasurer 
6304 Kaybro St. 
Laurel, MD 20707-2621 
bob@rhoke.net 



3  

 

Stan Sides sent  t he fo llowing l ist  o f ar t ic les 
in t he NSS Ne ws ,  e it her  authored by the lat e 
Richard “Red” Watson,  o r about  books he 
wrote,  or  cave pro ject s he was invo lved in.  

“Discover y in  Fl int  Ridge,  1954 -1957” by 
Phi l Smit h:  “T hree remarkable t r ips ( t o  Left  o f 
Scotchman ’s Trap)  led by Roger  Brucker,  Red 
Wat son,  and Roger  McClure were made in June 
and Ju ly,  1955.”  

Apr i l 1965.  “Richard A.  Wat son to  Head 
Cave Research Foundat ion.  March 15,   1965” 
Watson,  34,  succeeds Phi lip  M.  Smit h.  “Recent -
ly t he Cave Research Foundat ion has begun to  
support  invest igat ions out side the Mammoth 
Cave area,  and expect s to  cont inue the po licy.  
Richard Wat son has out lined an ambit io us pro-
gram of research support  fo r  t he foundat io n,  
inc lud ing a comprehens ive hydro log ica l invest i-
gat ion o f t he Cent ral Kentucky Karst .  Other  
studies inc lude eco log ica l and phys io log ica l 
aspect s o f cave environment s,  bas ic minera l in-
vest igat ions,  and app l icat ions o f co mputer  t ech-
niques to cave sc ience.  Phil ip  Smit h expect s to  
study,  with o thers,  cave int erpret at ion.  

“Notes on the Philosophy o f Caving ”,  NSS 
News ,  Vo l.  24,  No . 4 ,  Apr il 1966,  pp.  54 -58.  In 
a rea l sense,  Red ’s philo sophy o f li fe .  

The Cent ral Kentucky Karst ,  Whit e,  Wat son.  
Pohl and Roger  Brucker ,  The Geographical  Re-
view,  1970.  Impor t ant  art ic le by CRF.  

“On publ ishing Cave Books. ” NSS News ,  
Vo l.  34,  No . 3 ,  March 1976.  Edito r  o f two  se-
r ies o f cave books, Classics in  Speleology  and 
Speleologia .  Red ’s response to  Dona ld Davis ’ 
NSS News  le t t er ,  “No Caving Books. ”  

Book review by Geo ffrey Frasz,  Under 
Plowman ’s Floor:  A  Caver ’s Story .  Frasz con-
c ludes:  “For  what  Wat son has done is t o  show 
us,  cavers and non -cavers a like,  t hat  to  learn 
what  it  means to  be a caver  can he lp us to  ex-
t end our  hor izons to  underst and more fu lly what  
it  means to  be a human be ing. ”   Pp 132-133,  
June 1979 NSS News .  

Book Review Notes,  NSS News,  December ,  
1979.  Red reviews Shibumi ,  by Trevanian.  “ Fi-
na l ly,  g lo r y be that  t he caver  (unl ike the  c limb-
er  in The Eiger Sanct ion )  enjo ys his o rgasms.  
But  now with Trevanian ’s sens it iv it y t o  where 
it  is  at ,  his next  k iller  ought  to  be a woman,  
perhaps herse lf on the hit  list  o f a  powerfu l o r -
ganizat ion known as MERDE (Male Exp lo it a-
t ion,  Rape,  and Dest ruct ion o f t he Earth) .  Her 
game? Hang g l id ing,  o f course. ”  

“T he Phi losophy o f t he Cave,  Occas iona l  
P ieces” by Red Wat son.  “To Be is To  Be Per-
ce ived.” NSS News ,  December  1982.  Red was 
a lways int erest ed in our  percept ion,  a  subject  
we de lved into  o ft en on our  numerous t r ips be-
tween St .  Louis and FCCC.  

“T he Phi losophy o f t he Cave,  Occas iona l  
P ieces” by Red Wat son,  “I nst ant  Cave.” NSS 
News ,  November  1983.  “I ’m no t  ver y good at  
g iving so lace to  environmenta list s and conser-
vat ionist s (damn the ir  footpr int s) ,  but  I  don ’ t  
have any hes it at ions about  my d isapprova l o f 
blast ing.  Fa ir ’s fa ir .”  

“Stevens and Watson Rece ive Top NSS Hon-
ors.  NSS News ,  September  1989.  PAT rece ives 
NSS Honorary Membeership at  1989 conven-
t ion.  

“Cave Books Aft er  10 Years, ” NSS News ,  
September  1993.  “Amer ican cave book publ ish-
ing is st rongest  in caving t echniques,  actua lly 
t he best  in t he wor ld.  We are weakest  in cave 
adventure.  Our cave sc ience books are good, but  
t hey t ake a lo t  o f work. ”  

Obituary fo r  Claude Chaber t  by Red Watson,  
NSS News ,  December  2009.  

“Alp ine Karst  Hik ing in Bob Marsha l l Wil-
derness”.  While at  Missou la,  MT Red went  on 
severa l caving t r ip s with loca ls,  hik ing and 
camping in t he Bob Marsha l l Wilder ness .  He 
wrote me that  he d idn ’ t  do  the ver t ica l caving 
requ ired,  but  loved his hikes with t he group o f 
cavers.  I  couldn ’ t  find the NSS News  ar t ic le in 
which his name was ment ioned,  but  his name 
was in at  least  one NSS News  ar t ic le.  

Review of NSS News Articles 

By: Stan Sides 

Burnal Ray Knox 

By: Scott House 

B.  Ray Knox d ied on September  20,  2019.  
He was 88 years o ld and was res id ing in no r th-
west  Arkansas.  Most  CRF cavers will no t  recog-
nize his name.  But  fo lks should know of his 
out st and ing cont r ibut ion to  spe leo logy.  

Doc Knox was o r ig ina l ly fro m southwest  
Missour i and nor thwest  Arkansas,  and obta ined 
bo th his B.S.  and M.S. in geo logy fro m the Uni-
vers it y o f Arkansas.  He earned his Ph.D.  fro m 

the Univers it y o f Iowa aft er  working some years 
fo r  Gu lf Oil.  Doc began t eaching at  Southeast  
Missour i St at e Univers it y in  Cape Girardeau,  
and st ayed fo r  over  30 years.  Eventua lly  he be-
came the facu lt y adviso r  fo r  t he Southeast  Mis-
sour i Student  Grot to,  bet t er  known as SEMO 
Grot to.  He was more than the adviso r ; he was a 
t r ip  leader ,  fac i l it ator ,  and an inveterat e exca-
vato r o f t alent .  When so meone showed an int er -
est  in a  t hing,  Doc encouraged them to make the 
most  o f t hat  int erest .  The Grot to became the 
soul o f t he Earth Science Depar tment ,  and the 
depar tment ’s read ing room (ost ens ibly a study 
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room) became the p lace where cave p lo t s were 
hat ched and vigorous discuss io ns were he ld on 
caving t echniques,  cave fo r mat ion,  and geo logy 
in genera l.  

A wea lt h o f cavers came out  o f t hose years:  
I  was one o f t hose cavers as were Pau l Hauck 
and Bob Osbur n and many others.  Nothing that  
we and others have done in caving wou ld have 
happened if no t  fo r Doc.  Twenty miles o f Crev-
ice Cave got  mapped and that  pro ject  was the 
spr ingboard that  caused thousands o f other  
caves to  also  be locat ed and mapped and  inven-
to r ied.  I  was not  an ear th sc ience majo r ,  but  I  
took all t he courses I  could,  par t ia l ly because 
the topic was int erest ing but  also  because o f t he 
high qua lit y o f t he t eaching (no t  lectur ing mind 
you,  but  real t eaching) .  The exper ience was li fe -
chang ing.  

I  t hink Doc would be happy to  know that  his 
abi l it y t o  encourage others made fo r  great  con-
t r ibut ions to  cave sc ience,  t hroughout  t he Unit ed 
Stat es and beyo nd.  I  t hank him fo r  his t ime,  his 
int erest ,  his knowledge,  and his knack fo r  recog-
niz ing int erest  and encourag ing t alent .  

 
Photo by Scot t  House of  Doc Knox f rom an 
MVOR circa 1975.  

REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS 

Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve,  
Butte and Power Counties, Idaho 

By: Mark Jones 

This work was fac i l it at ed through Todd 
Stefanic,  t he wild l i fe bio log ist  at  t he monument  
and Mauro  Hernandez,  Wild l ife Bio log ica l 
Technic ian.  The beg inning o f t he fa l l exped it ion 
would focus on caves a long the Wilderness Cave 
Trail as we l l as in t he no rth end o f t he monu-
ment .   Part ic ipant s inc luded Brenda Goodnight ,  
Mark Jones,  Dennis Novicky,  and Fred Wil-
k inson.   Brenda ser ved as camp manager  fo r  t he 
durat ion while t he rest  o f us took to  t he lava 
f ie lds.  

September 26,  2019  
A mile hike out  t he Wilderness Cave Trai l 

took us to  t he first  stop,  No Chance Cave,  a  re-
spect able lava tube with severa l int erest ing fea-
tures.   A short  dist ance away was First  Chance 
Cave with over  t hree hundred feet  o f passage 
that  is  popular  with loca l bat s.   The third survey 
was in t he ho rseshoe she lt er  named Don ’ t  Look 
Cave.  

September 27,  2019  
Back out  on the t rail t he t eam st ar t ed at  Fi-

na l Chance Cave with it s  spect acu lar  twisty rop-
ey pahoehoe floo r  and dr ippy lavac ic les.   Next  
was Don’ t  Remember  Cave which was ap t ly 

named as the memory sketch le ft  a  lot  to  be de-
s ired.   Compare the acco mpanying maps.   Fred 
d iscovered a new cave near by which we sur-
veyed and named Root  Ce llar  Cave.    

September 28,  2019  
Inc lement  weather  encouraged us to  survey 

some o f t he caves c loser  to  t he vis it o r center .   It  
was an easy hike across a sagebrush landscape 
to  our  first  t arget ,  Pond Cave.   This is  an under-
ground oas is t o  the wild li fe o f t he high deser t  
desp it e be ing less t han ninet y feet  in length.   
Nearby Sagebrush Tunne l was a shor t  t ube that  
was qu ick ly d ispat ched.   Spreading out  to  cover  
more ground we hiked over  to  Coyo te Ho le Bl is-
t er Cave.   This s ixt y - foot  cave has an ig loo  
shape that  has ind icat ions o f use by Cani s 
latrans lestes.   Seek ing repr ieve fro m a co ld 
dr iving ra in we f it t ing ly fin ished at  She lt er 
Cave where moth wings and guano  fleck ing are 
evidence that  bat s also  t ake refuge here.     

September 29,  2019  
A dust ing o f snow overnight  convinced us to  

st ick c lose to  t he Cave Tra il fo r  t he four th day 
o f surveying.   Surpr ise Cave lived up to  it s  
name wit h passage rang ing fro m crawling to  
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over  twenty feet  high and a var iet y o f fo r -
mat ions.   The most  impress ive feature was a 
semi - frozen st ream and poo l t hat  quenched the 
thirst  o f many a deser t  creature.   At  over four  
hundred feet ,  t his was the longest  survey in t he 
no r th.    

September 30,  2019  
Staying c lose to  t he campsit e we st ar t ed at  

Taffy Top Cave,  a  discovery fro m 2016 that  I  
est imated to  be over  fo r ty feet .   It  fina l ly ended 
a ft er  135 feet .   Upslope was Two Step Cave 
with it s  ba lcony ent rance down to  a s loping tube 
that  c locked in at  over  two hundred feet .   This 
is  t he p lace - to-be fo r  woodrat s.   The next  cave,  
Cinder  Cave,  had a snug s lo t  skyl ight  ent rance 
down to an easy be l lycrawl fo r  sevent y feet  t hat  
t erminated at  a  pile  o f pumice.   The t eam f in-
ished with Dir t  Floor Cave,  t he shor t est  cave o f 
t he exped it io n,  but  another  popular  cave with 
the woodrat s.    

October 1,  2019  
For  the second par t  o f t he exped it io n in t he 

south we lost  Brenda Goodnight  and ga ined Joe 
Vasko ,  a caver  from Utah.   Unable to  locat e a 
c lust er  o f smal l caves we dec ided to  get  st art ed 
on South Exped it ion Cave.  This is  a  we ll -deco -
rat ed cave with heavy fauna l usage.   Wit h 

roomy d imens io ns we knocked o ff near ly five 
hundred feet  be fo re set t ing a recoverable  st a-
t ion.  

October 2,  2019  
The survey o f South Exped it ion Cave cont in-

ued in easy crawling passage unt il reaching The 
Racquetba l l Room where the tube t erminated.  
Severa l s ide passages and ent rances wer e added 
to  t he survey fo r  a tot al o f 1,301.9 feet .   A re-
lat ed surface tube was connected to  t he survey 
and named  

South Exped it ion Annex Cave.   The fina l 
cave o f t he day was a gnar ly sur face tube with a 
ver y smal l opening that  Dennis was able to  fina-
g le his way into  leaving the rest  o f us behind.  

October 3,  2019  
The survey o f North Exped it ion Cave was 

next  on our list  o f t hings - to-do .  The upflow 
cont inuat ion o f South Exped it ion,  it  is  separat ed 
by a t ube co llapse.   It  differ s as it  has mult ip le 
leve ls and a d if ferent  “fee l.”  The most  spect ac-
u lar  feature o f t he exped it ion were two  tube - in -
a- t ubes t hat  cr isscrossed fo r ming an X in t he 
f loo r .   Total sur vey o f t he day was 1,021.1 feet .   
Befo re depart ing Dennis pushed a breakdown 
crawl a lo ng the east  wall to  connect  t he two  
caves fo r  a  tot al length o f 2 ,323 feet .    



6  

 

She lt er  Cave #090 Surveyed Length 45.5 feet  
Surpr ise Cave #037 Surveyed Length 442.3 

feet  
Taffy Top Cave #205 Surveyed Length 135 

feet  
Two Step Cave #003 Surveyed Length 201.9 

feet  
Cinder  Cave #117 Surveyed Length 76.6 feet  
Dir t  Floor  Cave #004 Surveyed Length 35.1 

feet  

October 2019 Expedit ion Wapi Park  
South Exped it ion Cave #485 Surveyed 

Length 1,301.9 feet  
North Exped it ion Cave #486 Surveyed 

Length 1,021.1 feet  
South Exped it ion Cave Annex new Surveyed 

Length 86.2 feet  
Tight  Fit  Cave new Surveyed Length 55.2 

feet  
Lar iat  Cave #269 Surveyed Length 480.5 

feet  

Exped it ion tot al 20 caves surveyed fo r  a  grand 
tot al o f 5 ,060.7 feet .  

          
 

October 4,  2019  
Lar iat  Cave was the fina l cave o f t he exped i-

t ion that  we surveyed to  480 feet  be fo re t ying 
o ff at  a  permanent  st at ion.   Another  t housand 
feet  remains t o  be invento r ied.    

Two survey exped it io ns are p lanned fo r  May 
and September  o f 2020,  contact  Mark Jones fo r  
more info r mat ion.    

September 2019 Expedit ion Main Park  
No Chance Cave #357 Surveyed Length 

149.8 feet   
Fir st  Chance Cave #075 Surveyed Length 

319.5 feet  
Don’ t  Look Cave #373 Surveyed Length 95.9 

feet  
Fina l Chance Cave #370 Surveyed Length 

110.4 feet  
Don’ t  Remember  Cave #372 Surveyed 

Length 199.7 feet  
Root  Cellar  Cave new Surveyed Length 

118.8 feet  
Pond Cave #118 Surveyed Length 89.3 feet  
Sagebrush Tunne l #127 Surveyed Length 

36.1 feet  
Coyote Ho le Bl ist er  Cave #002 Surveyed  

Length 59.9 feet  

Lava Beds National Monument, Siskiyou County, California  

By: Mark Jones 

October 21,  2019  
The t r io  o f Bil l,  Pau l,  and Mark surveyed 

ano ther  nice cave in E lmer ’s Trench that  yie ld-
ed over  four  feet .   Aft er  Bil l le ft  Miranda Allen,  
an int ern at  t he monument ,  jo ined the t eam to  
survey a smal l cave.  

October 22,  2019  
Dave West  led Karen Wil lmes,  Pau l,  Mark,  

and Miranda to  beg in the survey o f an import ant  
bat  maternit y roost .   In addit ion to  t he bat s 
t here was a var iet y o f cave l ife  found.    

October 23,  2019  
Dave,  Karen,  Pau l,  and Mark returned to  

cont inue the previous day ’s sur vey.    

October 24,  2019  
The third day had Dave and Karen fin ish ing 

up the main t runk passage sur vey whilst  Pau l 
and Mark t ack ling a breakdown passage.   Both 
were successfu l,  but  a  bit  o f mopping up  re-
mains.  

This work was fac i l it at ed through Pat  Seis-
er ,  t he Lava Beds phys ica l sc ient ist /cave  re-
sources spec ia l ist ; Travis S izemore,  phys ica l 
sc ience t echnic ian; and E mma Sutphin,  bio log i-
ca l sc ience t echnic ian.  

Cave Loop  
October 15,  2019  

Mark Jones worked with Pat ,  Travis,  and  
Emma in remo ving and post ing s ignage fo r cave 
c losure in t he Cave Loop.    

October 16,  2019  
Travis,  Emma,  and Mark cont inued s ign 

work as we ll a s monito r ing at  Ca ldwel l,  Big Ice,  
Liber ty,  Bandersnat ch,  Lazaro ff ’s,  Cast le ,  and 
Beaconl ight  Caves.    

October 17,  2019  
For  the third day  Travis and Mark returned 

to  Cave Loop swit ching s igns.  

October 18,  2019  
Travis and Mark ventured out  to  Valent ine 

Cave to  t est  t he equipment  and the protoco l fo r  
ice mo nito r ing lat er  in t he month.    

October 20,  2019  
Bil l Broecke l,  St ephen Kandra,  Pau l McMul-

len,  and Mark Jones vis it ed four  caves in E l -
mer ’s Trench fo r  Ed Klausner .   Pirat e ’s Treas-
ure,  Mil l ipeded La ir ,  Qued ius Claust rom,  and 
Jammed Way Caves were surveyed and invento -
r ied.   Pirat e ’s Treasure was the longest  and 
most  int erest ing.    

Next  page,  Craters of the Moon and Lava 
Beds,  clockwise from upper le ft :  Fred Wil-
kinson on Disto -X in South Expedi t ion Cave;  
Mark Jones comfortably sketches,  photo by Den-

nis Novicky ;  Travis Sizemore test s equipment  
f or ice moni toring; Dave West  on book in  roomy 
passage;  Drippy lavacicle cei l ing;  Fred Wil-
kinson at  typical  lava tube entrance;  Dennis 
Novicky exi ts Tight  Fi t  Cave.  Photos by Mark 
Jones except  where indicated.  


