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The William L. Wilson and Diane C.
Wilson Scholarship in Karst Science

Administered by the Karst Waters Institute
www.karstwaters.org

The William L. Wilson and Diane C. Wil-
son Scholarship in Karst Science recognizes
the significant contributions of the late William
(Bill) L. Wilson, who tackled some of the most
difficult karst science questions in Florida and
elsewhere through his consulting company, Sub-
surface Evaluations, Incorporated. To stimulate
the development of new, energetic, motivated,
and creative karst scientists and to remember
Bill Wilson and his dedication to karst science,
the scholarship was established by Diane C.
Wilson in his memory. The scholarship in-
cludes a one-time award of $1,000. The schol-
arship is open to any student who is currently
enrolled in, or has been accepted into, a mas-
ter’s degree program at an institution of higher
education in the United States. This year’s
deadline for all application materials is Feb-
ruary 15, 2020. Information on how to apply
can be found at the Karst Waters Institute web-
site (http://karstwaters.org/scholarship/). Addi-
tional information can be had through email to
Dr. Janet S. Herman (jherman@virginia.edu).

The February Expedition at Mammoth Cave
has been extended. There will now be caving
opportunities on Friday, February 14, making it
a three-day expedition. Please contact Mark
Jones at SpeleoK9@gmail.com or (815) 508-
3765 to sign up or for more information.

Upcoming Conference Announcement

From May 18-21, 2020 Western Kentucky
University, the George Wright Society, and the
Mammoth Cave Area Biosphere Reserve will be
hosting a conference in Bowling Green, KY that
will focus on the conservation of fragile karst
resources. Additional information is available
on the conference website:
https://unescokarst2020.com/.
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As Lucy Colatskie watches, Shelly Colatskie
measures guano in Branson Cave, Shannon
County MO. Photo by Ron Colatskie.
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Review of NS'S News Articles
By: Stan Sides

Stan Sides sent the following list of articles
in the NSS News, either authored by the late
Richard “Red” Watson, or about books he
wrote, or cave projects he was involved in.

“Discovery in Flint Ridge, 1954-1957” by
Phil Smith: “Three remarkable trips (to Left of
Scotchman’s Trap) led by Roger Brucker, Red
Watson, and Roger McClure were made in June
and July, 1955.”

April 1965. “Richard A. Watson to Head
Cave Research Foundation. March 15, 1965~
Watson, 34, succeeds Philip M. Smith. “Recent-
ly the Cave Research Foundation has begun to
support investigations outside the Mammoth
Cave area, and expects to continue the policy.
Richard Watson has outlined an ambitious pro-
gram of research support for the foundation,
including a comprehensive hydrological investi-
gation of the Central Kentucky Karst. Other
studies include ecological and physiological
aspects of cave environments, basic mineral in-
vestigations, and applications of computer tech-
niques to cave science. Philip Smith expects to
study, with others, cave interpretation.

“Notes on the Philosophy of Caving”, NSS
News, Vol. 24, No. 4, April 1966, pp. 54-58. In
a real sense, Red’s philosophy of life.

The Central Kentucky Karst, White, Watson.
Pohl and Roger Brucker, The Geographical Re-
view, 1970. Important article by CRF.

“On publishing Cave Books.” NSS News,
Vol. 34, No. 3, March 1976. Editor of two se-
ries of cave books, Classics in Speleology and
Speleologia. Red’s response to Donald Davis’
NSS News letter, “No Caving Books.”

Book review by Geoffrey Frasz, Under
Plowman’s Floor: A Caver’s Story. Frasz con-
cludes: “For what Watson has done is to show
us, cavers and non-cavers alike, that to learn
what it means to be a caver can help us to ex-
tend our horizons to understand more fully what
it means to be a human being.” Pp 132-133,
June 1979 NSS News.

Book Review Notes, NSS News, December,
1979. Red reviews Shibumi, by Trevanian. “ Fi-
nally, glory be that the caver (unlike the climb-
er in The Eiger Sanction) enjoys his orgasms.
But now with Trevanian’s sensitivity to where
it is at, his next killer ought to be a woman,
perhaps herself on the hit list of a powerful or-
ganization known as MERDE (Male Exploita-
tion, Rape, and Destruction of the Earth). Her
game? Hang gliding, of course.”

“The Philosophy of the Cave, Occasional
Pieces” by Red Watson. “To Be is To Be Per-
ceived.” NSS News, December 1982. Red was
always interested in our perception, a subject
we delved into often on our numerous trips be-
tween St. Louis and FCCC.

“The Philosophy of the Cave, Occasional
Pieces” by Red Watson, “Instant Cave.” NSS
News, November 1983. “I’m not very good at
giving solace to environmentalists and conser-
vationists (damn their footprints), but I don’t
have any hesitations about my disapproval of
blasting. Fair’s fair.”

“Stevens and Watson Receive Top NSS Hon-
ors. NSS News, September 1989. PAT receives
NSS Honorary Membeership at 1989 conven-
tion.

“Cave Books After 10 Years,” NSS News,
September 1993. “American cave book publish-
ing is strongest in caving techniques, actually
the best in the world. We are weakest in cave
adventure. Our cave science books are good, but
they take a lot of work.”

Obituary for Claude Chabert by Red Watson,
NSS News, December 2009.

“Alpine Karst Hiking in Bob Marshall Wil-
derness”. While at Missoula, MT Red went on
several caving trips with locals, hiking and
camping in the Bob Marshall Wilderness. He
wrote me that he didn’t do the vertical caving
required, but loved his hikes with the group of
cavers. I couldn’t find the NSS News article in
which his name was mentioned, but his name
was in at least one NSS News article.

Burnal Ray Knox

By: Scott House

B. Ray Knox died on September 20, 2019.
He was 88 years old and was residing in north-
west Arkansas. Most CRF cavers will not recog-
nize his name. But folks should know of his
outstanding contribution to speleology.

Doc Knox was originally from southwest
Missouri and northwest Arkansas, and obtained
both his B.S. and M.S. in geology from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. He earned his Ph.D. from

the University of lowa after working some years
for Gulf Oil. Doc began teaching at Southeast
Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau,
and stayed for over 30 years. Eventually he be-
came the faculty advisor for the Southeast Mis-
souri Student Grotto, better known as SEMO
Grotto. He was more than the advisor; he was a
trip leader, facilitator, and an inveterate exca-
vator of talent. When someone showed an inter-
est in a thing, Doc encouraged them to make the
most of that interest. The Grotto became the
soul of the Earth Science Department, and the

department’s reading room (ostensibly a study



room) became the place where cave plots were

hatched and vigorous discussions were held on

caving techniques, cave formation, and geology
in general.

A wealth of cavers came out of those years:
I was one of those cavers as were Paul Hauck
and Bob Osburn and many others. Nothing that
we and others have done in caving would have
happened if not for Doc. Twenty miles of Crev-
ice Cave got mapped and that project was the
springboard that caused thousands of other
caves to also be located and mapped and inven-
toried. I was not an earth science major, but I
took all the courses I could, partially because
the topic was interesting but also because of the
high quality of the teaching (not lecturing mind
you, but real teaching). The experience was life-
changing.

I think Doc would be happy to know that his
ability to encourage others made for great con-
tributions to cave science, throughout the United
States and beyond. I thank him for his time, his
interest, his knowledge, and his knack for recog-
nizing interest and encouraging talent.

Photo by Scott House of Doc Knox from an
MVOR circa 1975.

REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS

Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve,
Butte and Power Counties, Idaho

By: Mark Jones

This work was facilitated through Todd
Stefanic, the wildlife biologist at the monument
and Mauro Hernandez, Wildlife Biological
Technician. The beginning of the fall expedition
would focus on caves along the Wilderness Cave
Trail as well as in the north end of the monu-
ment. Participants included Brenda Goodnight,
Mark Jones, Dennis Novicky, and Fred Wil-
kinson. Brenda served as camp manager for the
duration while the rest of us took to the lava
fields.

September 26, 2019

A mile hike out the Wilderness Cave Trail
took us to the first stop, No Chance Cave, a re-
spectable lava tube with several interesting fea-
tures. A short distance away was First Chance
Cave with over three hundred feet of passage
that is popular with local bats. The third survey
was in the horseshoe shelter named Don’t Look
Cave.

September 27, 2019

Back out on the trail the team started at Fi-
nal Chance Cave with its spectacular twisty rop-
ey pahoehoe floor and drippy lavacicles. Next
was Don’t Remember Cave which was aptly

named as the memory sketch left a lot to be de-
sired. Compare the accompanying maps. Fred
discovered a new cave nearby which we sur-
veyed and named Root Cellar Cave.

September 28, 2019

Inclement weather encouraged us to survey
some of the caves closer to the visitor center. It
was an easy hike across a sagebrush landscape
to our first target, Pond Cave. This is an under-
ground oasis to the wildlife of the high desert
despite being less than ninety feet in length.
Nearby Sagebrush Tunnel was a short tube that
was quickly dispatched. Spreading out to cover
more ground we hiked over to Coyote Hole Blis-
ter Cave. This sixty-foot cave has an igloo
shape that has indications of use by Canis
latrans lestes. Seeking reprieve from a cold
driving rain we fittingly finished at Shelter
Cave where moth wings and guano flecking are
evidence that bats also take refuge here.

September 29, 2019

A dusting of snow overnight convinced us to
stick close to the Cave Trail for the fourth day
of surveying. Surprise Cave lived up to its
name with passage ranging from crawling to



over twenty feet high and a variety of for-
mations. The most impressive feature was a
semi-frozen stream and pool that quenched the
thirst of many a desert creature. At over four
hundred feet, this was the longest survey in the
north.

September 30, 2019

Staying close to the campsite we started at
Taffy Top Cave, a discovery from 2016 that I
estimated to be over forty feet. It finally ended
after 135 feet. Upslope was Two Step Cave
with its balcony entrance down to a sloping tube
that clocked in at over two hundred feet. This
is the place-to-be for woodrats. The next cave,
Cinder Cave, had a snug slot skylight entrance
down to an easy bellycrawl for seventy feet that
terminated at a pile of pumice. The team fin-
ished with Dirt Floor Cave, the shortest cave of
the expedition, but another popular cave with
the woodrats.

October 1, 2019

For the second part of the expedition in the
south we lost Brenda Goodnight and gained Joe
Vasko, a caver from Utah. Unable to locate a
cluster of small caves we decided to get started
on South Expedition Cave. This is a well-deco-
rated cave with heavy faunal usage. With

roomy dimensions we knocked off nearly five
hundred feet before setting a recoverable sta-
tion.

October 2, 2019

The survey of South Expedition Cave contin-
ued in easy crawling passage until reaching The
Racquetball Room where the tube terminated.
Several side passages and entrances were added
to the survey for a total of 1,301.9 feet. A re-
lated surface tube was connected to the survey
and named

South Expedition Annex Cave. The final
cave of the day was a gnarly surface tube with a
very small opening that Dennis was able to fina-
gle his way into leaving the rest of us behind.

October 3, 2019

The survey of North Expedition Cave was
next on our list of things-to-do. The upflow
continuation of South Expedition, it is separated
by a tube collapse. It differs as it has multiple
levels and a different “feel.” The most spectac-
ular feature of the expedition were two tube-in-
a-tubes that crisscrossed forming an X in the
floor. Total survey of the day was 1,021.1 feet.
Before departing Dennis pushed a breakdown
crawl along the east wall to connect the two
caves for a total length of 2,323 feet.

.

N

surveyed 9/27/19 by:
Mark Jones

Dennis Novicky

Fred Wilkinson

Cartography by Ed Klausner 2019

DON'T REMEMBER CAVE #372

Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve
Butte County, Idaho

Surveyed in cooperation with
National Park Service and
Cave Research Foundation
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October 4, 2019

Lariat Cave was the final cave of the expedi-
tion that we surveyed to 480 feet before tying
off at a permanent station. Another thousand
feet remains to be inventoried.

Two survey expeditions are planned for May
and September of 2020, contact Mark Jones for
more information.

September 2019 Expedition Main Park

No Chance Cave #357 Surveyed Length
149.8 feet

First Chance Cave #075 Surveyed Length
319.5 feet

Don’t Look Cave #373 Surveyed Length 95.9
feet

Final Chance Cave #370 Surveyed Length
110.4 feet

Don’t Remember Cave #372 Surveyed
Length 199.7 feet

Root Cellar Cave new Surveyed Length
118.8 feet

Pond Cave #118 Surveyed Length 89.3 feet

Sagebrush Tunnel #127 Surveyed Length
36.1 feet

Coyote Hole Blister Cave #002 Surveyed
Length 59.9 feet

Shelter Cave #090 Surveyed Length 45.5 feet

Surprise Cave #037 Surveyed Length 442.3
feet

Taffy Top Cave #205 Surveyed Length 135
feet

Two Step Cave #003 Surveyed Length 201.9
feet

Cinder Cave #117 Surveyed Length 76.6 feet

Dirt Floor Cave #004 Surveyed Length 35.1
feet

October 2019 Expedition Wapi Park

South Expedition Cave #485 Surveyed
Length 1,301.9 feet

North Expedition Cave #486 Surveyed
Length 1,021.1 feet

South Expedition Cave Annex new Surveyed
Length 86.2 feet

Tight Fit Cave new Surveyed Length 55.2
feet

Lariat Cave #269 Surveyed Length 480.5
feet

Expedition total 20 caves surveyed for a grand
total of 5,060.7 feet.

Lava Beds National Monument, Siskiyou County, California
By: Mark Jones

This work was facilitated through Pat Seis-
er, the Lava Beds physical scientist/cave re-
sources specialist; Travis Sizemore, physical
science technician; and Emma Sutphin, biologi-
cal science technician.

Cave Loop
October 15, 2019

Mark Jones worked with Pat, Travis, and
Emma in removing and posting signage for cave
closure in the Cave Loop.

October 16, 2019

Travis, Emma, and Mark continued sign
work as well as monitoring at Caldwell, Big Ice,
Liberty, Bandersnatch, Lazaroff’s, Castle, and
Beaconlight Caves.

October 17, 2019
For the third day Travis and Mark returned
to Cave Loop switching signs.

October 18, 2019

Travis and Mark ventured out to Valentine
Cave to test the equipment and the protocol for
ice monitoring later in the month.

October 20, 2019

Bill Broeckel, Stephen Kandra, Paul McMul-
len, and Mark Jones visited four caves in El-
mer’s Trench for Ed Klausner. Pirate’s Treas-
ure, Millipeded Lair, Quedius Claustrom, and
Jammed Way Caves were surveyed and invento-
ried. Pirate’s Treasure was the longest and
most interesting.

October 21, 2019

The trio of Bill, Paul, and Mark surveyed
another nice cave in Elmer’s Trench that yield-
ed over four feet. After Bill left Miranda Allen,
an intern at the monument, joined the team to
survey a small cave.

October 22, 2019

Dave West led Karen Willmes, Paul, Mark,
and Miranda to begin the survey of an important
bat maternity roost. In addition to the bats
there was a variety of cave life found.

October 23, 2019
Dave, Karen, Paul, and Mark returned to
continue the previous day’s survey.

October 24, 2019

The third day had Dave and Karen finishing
up the main trunk passage survey whilst Paul
and Mark tackling a breakdown passage. Both
were successful, but a bit of mopping up re-
mains.

Next page, Craters of the Moon and Lava
Beds, clockwise from upper left: Fred Wil-
kinson on Disto-X in South Expedition Cave;
Mark Jones comfortably sketches, photo by Den-
nis Novicky; Travis Sizemore tests equipment
for ice monitoring;, Dave West on book in roomy
passage,; Drippy lavacicle ceiling, Fred Wil-
kinson at typical lava tube entrance,; Dennis
Novicky exits Tight Fit Cave. Photos by Mark
Jones except where indicated.



