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Last Thursday, June 28, the St. Petersburg Housing Authority heard complaints from
displaced residents of the Historic Village in Jordan Park because of the disgraceful
temporary conditions they are forced to live in.

Poor living conditions
plague displaced Jordan
Park residents
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG -- Perhaps one of the most contentious St. Petersburg Housing
Authority (SPHA) meetings in
recent history, last Thursday
saw former residents, religious
leaders, politicians and advocates for saving the Historic Village in Jordan Park from being
razed were all there to voice
their opinions about preserving
one of the last historic buildings
in south St. Pete and the ethical
treatment of its displaced residents.

Built between 1939 and 1942,
most of the original 446 units
were demolished and rebuilt in
the early 2000s, all but the Historic Village, which received a
facelift that did not include infrastructure. Now, the SPHA is
looking to demolish the last of
the original 31 units and build a
60-unit apartment in their place.
Jordan Park was purchased
from the Richman Group last
March where it was discovered
that the demolition of nine
dwelling buildings located in the
Historic Village would be more
feasible than renovating, accord-

ing to the SPHA.
In a press release sent to
The Weekly Challenger last
Oct., the housing authority
stated that “over the past 80
years, those nine dwelling buildings have become dilapidated
and a breeding ground for a host
of problems. Investigation of
those dwellings found them to
be termite infested and not in
condition to be made habitable.”
In that same press release,
SPHA CEO Tony Love stated
that since the housing authority
could not afford to put more
See HOUSING, page 7

Rallying to support separated families
BY J.A. JONES
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Staff Writer

TAMPA -- The “Keep Families Together” rally Saturday,
June 30 at Tampa’s Joe Chillura
Courthouse Square was an opportunity for all of Tampa Bay
to unite and speak out against
the current administration’s
policies around refugees and
people seeking asylum in the
U.S.
While the administration
has changed the current policy
from “family separation” to “indefinite family detention,”
those in attendance joined millions in more than 700 cities nationwide to question how the
president and his staff plan to
rejoin the more than 2,000 still
separated families.
And for many, it was also an
opportunity to draw connections with the plight of those
closer to home – Floridians
who have lost one of our most

Dream Defenders Jayson James, left, and Eli
im“inportant citizenship rights: the humane” and cruel, especially
ability to vote.
for children still separated
Leo Dulanto, who was at from their parents.
the rally and is originally from
Dulanto, who suffers from
Peru, spoke on behalf of thou- PTSD and ongoing suicidal
sands of families being held in ideation, spoke in front of the
prison-like detention centers hundreds gathered at the
that have been described as
See DREAM, page 4

Rev. Watson Haynes
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Gathering of Pastors hosted a
community forum held at Bethel
Community Church Tuesday,
June 26 to get to know some of
the local candidates and see
where they stood on important issues.
School Board candidates included Pinellas County School
Board Chair René Flowers (District 7), Dr. Bilan Joseph (District
7), Dr. Matthew Stewart (District
6) and Dr. Nicole Carr (District 3,
a countywide seat).
Moderated by Rev. Watson
Haynes, he reminded the candidates that although the numbers
were small in attendance, the pastors present will stand on their
pulpits and relay the information.
And although Attorney Evan
Frayman, who is running for
Sixth Circuit Judge, Group 45,
and Vito Sheeley running for
State House District 70, were on
the panel, the evening focused on
Pinellas County Schools.
One of the main issues discussed was strategies they would
push to implement if elected to
hire and retain teachers. With educators choosing to leave the profession at breakneck speed,
communities want to know how
teachers will be supported.
All candidates agreed that
programs or assistance should be
put into place to not only hire
qualified teachers but to also retain the qualified teachers already
in the schools.
Carr has been a teacher and
school counselor in Pinellas
County, a Title 1 program evaluator and an assistant principal at
Lakewood Elementary. She feels
it is important to give teachers
the freedom to instruct their students free of overly watchful
eyes.
“We need to make sure we’re
not implementing policies that
micromanage them,” she said,
also touting the importance of
conducting climate surveys and
exit interviews to obtain informa-
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See FORUM, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her return

PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Have you ever stepped away from
something only to return to it again?
Everything has its season. Purpose
has its call.
Meet Thomasina Winifred Montgomery, more commonly known by
millions as Tammi Terrell. A
chanteuse born in Philadelphia on
April 29, 1945, she died a month before
her 25th birthday on March 16, 1970.
Terrell started singing at a very
young age. Her talent was undeniable.
She began winning singing contests by
the age of 11. By 15, she was signed to
a record label. Within three years,
however, she left the initial label and
signed with the James Brown Revue.
Terrell and Brown were in a relationship.
Still desiring to sing, she signed
with Checker Records. She released a
duet, but it did not do as well as expected. Shortly afterward she enrolled
in the University of Pennsylvania and
majored in pre-med.
Two years later, Terrell was asked
by Jerry Butler to sing with him in a
series of shows in nightclubs. She
agreed and again she was back at work
doing what she loved, leaving a legacy
through songs to be remembered by
generations to come.
No one knows what tomorrow will
bring. What if, however, Terrell had
not returned to professional singing?
Well, for sure we would not have
known “Tammi Terrell.” On her 20th
birthday, she signed with Motown.
What followed were a number of hit
duets that Terrell is famously known
for singing with Marvin Gaye, including
“Ain't No Mountain High

Enough,” “Your Precious Love,” “If I
Could Build My Whole World Around
You,” and "If This World Were Mine.”
Terrell did not change her name
until after she met Motown
CEO Berry Gordy. Prior to meeting
him, she was known as “Tammy Montgomery.”
Terrell died young. The exceptionally short timeframe really puts in perspective how important it is to
persevere through the obstacles of life
and to share our gifts and talents with
others.
Terrell’s life illustrates that there
will be difficult times. There will be
people determined to hurt us. Her life
is an example of the strength that lives
within all of us. She shows us that it is
alright to take a break, but to remain
always open to hear purpose’s call.
We must listen -- for her return.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.
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Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section
865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned,
desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of
Black Gold Seafood, 1705 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
of Pinellas, State of Florida, 33712, intends to register the
said name with the Division of Corporations of Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 5 day
of May 2018, Benjamin Philyor III, 1081 15th Ave S.
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705 and Antonio Bostic 12131 Tree
Haven Ave. Gibsonton, FL 33534. Publish date of July 5, 2018.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
Eugene H. McLin
By Gwendolyn Reese

Eugene H. McLin was
city recreational director,
football coach, baseball
official, sports writer for
the St. Petersburg Times,
teacher and amateur
actor and vocalist. He
headed the City Recreation Fordhamaires, a
mixed vocal ensemble,
and in a 1947 newspaper
article he is said to “serve
as a special policeman.”
McLin, Uncle Gene to
my son, daughter and
their father’s family, was
born in Gainesville. He
was the oldest son of Rev.
and Mrs. Rudolphus
Dean McLin and brother
of Emma McLin Peaten,

Olive B., James and Alex
McLin. According to information found in his
obituary, the family
moved to St. Petersburg
in 1928.
He was a graduate of
Clark College in Atlanta
and taught in local
schools for several years.
In his obituary, he is
described in the following
way, “former City of St. Petersburg employee for
many years was a Negro
supervisor for the City
Parks and Recreation Department.”
He was also a parttime reporter for The
Times. In May 1952, he
wrote in his column
“Sports Parade” of upcoming games for two of
St. Petersburg’s Negro
baseball teams -- the Pelicans and the Tigers. He
described the Pelicans as
“not impressive” in an exhibition gameplay, and
the Tigers’ sound defeat
of the Tarpon Springs
Spongers and the Inverness Globetrotters under
the leadership of Jake
Hampton.
In the same column,
he informed the community of two Negro baseball
players, Vic Powers from

Puerto Rico and Billy
Powell who were both
making baseball history
with the Kansas City
Blues as the first Negroes
to represent the city in the
American Association.
McLin, a veteran of
World War II, served as
commander of American
Veterans (AMVETS) Post
2. In 1951 at the state convention of the Florida Department AMVETS, he
served as chairman of the
honors and awards committee and recommended
AMVETS awards to two
men “for their work in
helping veterans after the
1950 hurricane.”
During the convention,
he and James Ward of Orlando were elected as
Negro vice-commanders
of the organization. The
AMVETS is the nation’s
most inclusive congressionally-chartered veterans service organization.
In 1952, according to
an article in the St. Petersburg Times’ “Local and
National Negro News,”
he directed the drama
“The Girl Who Forgot”
sponsored by the NonPareil Federated club and
played the role of the district attorney in the pro-

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD
ASALH President

Black America has suffered throughout American history because of the
fundamental unfair application of our system of justice. However, this is not
to say that black Americans have not benefitted
from the egalitarian principles set forth in the American Constitution.
In fact, it can be argued
these very principles, coupled with the Civil War
Amendments (13th, 14th,
15th), formed the very
basis for the gains made
by black Americans during
the civil rights struggles of
the last century.
This ASALH topic,
however, deals with colonial Virginia. It can be said
that Virginia led the way in
establishing the slave
codes (laws established to
determine the status
of slaves and the rights of
their owners) in colonial
America.
A true assessment of
race and the American
legal process during this
period requires the acceptance of certain unpleasant
facts. In colonial America,
many of the Founding Fathers owned slaves and
most, either directly or indirectly, profited from this
system.
Ultimately, the American system of slavery was

based on race and color.
The late African- American
federal jurist A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. wrote the
seminal study on this topic
in his 1978 book: “In the
Matter of Color: Race and
the
American
Legal
Process 1: The Colonial
Period.” He wrote in the
book’s first passages:
“From a black perspective… the Constitution’s
references to justice, welfare, and liberty were
mocked by the treatment
meted out to blacks from
the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries through
the courts, in legislative
statutes, and in those provisions of the Constitution
that sanctioned slavery for
the majority of black
Americans and allowed
disparate treatment for
those few blacks legally
free.”
In 1619, the arrival of
the first 20 documented
captive Africans arrived in
Jamestown, Va. Although
these 20 were not slaves,
their actual legal status remains unknown. During
this period, any Spanish
subject who had been baptized was set free under
English law. These 20 persons were captured from a
Spanish slave ship by the
Dutch and delivered to the
Virginia colony.
Jamestown was subject
to English law at the time,
and these 20 black persons

may have been free. The
first slave codes are enacted in Virginia some 60
years later between 1680
and 1682. Prior to that
time, chattel slavery was
not a common practice in
Virginia or the other
colonies. After 1682, however, the harsh provisions
of slavery were introduced in Virginia.
In 1691, the prohibition against racial intermarriage (miscegenation)
became
law.
White
women would be banished from the Virginia
colony if involved with a
black man; however, white
men--who outnumbered
white
women--were
treated quite differently.
For instance, it was not
against the law for a white
man to carry on a meretricious relationship with a
black slave woman, or for
that black woman to have
a child by a white man.
This was not so for white
women.
In 1705, Virginia declared slaves to be the
“property” of their owners
and held in “fee simple,”
thus ensuring chattel slavery. In fact, the 1705 law
stated: “…All such slaves
may be taken on execution
as other chattels.”
From 1705 through
1792, Virginia completed
its comprehensive slave
code, essentially denying
black human beings the

duction, which was performed in the Gibbs High
School auditorium. Previously, he received accolades for his outstanding
acting in the dramas “Beyond Pardon” and “Forever True.”
In 1953, McLin, as the
recreation director, delivered the main address
during the dedication
service for the Campbell
Park Community Center.
The event, sponsored by
the city’s federated, social
and service clubs along
with the Metropolitan
Council of the National
Council of Negro women
and the Federated Council on Recreation, included a tea and band
concert by the Gibbs Senior High School band, assisted by the Sixteenth
Street Junior High School
band under the direction
of bandmasters Reynold
Davis and Samuel Robinson respectively.
Committed to his fellow man, McLin served
his community in a myriad of ways. In 1954, he
was one of many who answered the call to formulate a plan for X-raying
some 20,000 area residents between March 30

and April 3 of that year.
The purpose was “to detect unsuspected cases of
tuberculosis and to notify
those infected of the correct procedure for hospitalization or treatment.”
At the time of his
death, he was an appliance salesman with the
W.T. Grant Co. He joined
the company in April of
1962, becoming the first
Negro employed in that
capacity by a major local
department store.
He was a member of
the Trustee Board at
Bethel A.M.E. Church, a
member of Omega Psi
Phi, the Elks and numerous other fraternal and
professional
organizations. In 1941, he served
as a delegate to the state
Elks convention along
with Nathaniel Brown,
Robert Swain and others.
In 1947, he was a delegate to the national Elks
Convention in Philadelphia representing the
Sunshine City Lodge No.
255. He also served as
chaplain of the Edward
Waters College Club
when it was organized in
1955. Elder Grant McCray Sr. was named president
and
many

prominent
residents
joined the club for the
purpose to “stimulate interest in the college
throughout the Tampa
Bay and Suncoast area.”
McLin was a member
of the Non-Partisan Voters
League in 1960 when J.P.
Moses, league president,
inaugurated a series of
meetings and lectures “to
conduct a continuous
drive to register every eligible voter” and to educate high school and
college students on practical politics. McLin was appointed to the registration
and school committee.
In 1957, he was recognized by Recreation Department Supervisor Jack
Puryear for his many
years in the recreation
field. The event included
a skit built around his
years of service in this
area and a presentation
made by Mrs. Rubye
Wysinger, summer program public relations director.
The E.H. McLin Pool
at Campbell Park bears
his name.
McLin died Wednesday, Oct. 2, 1963, in the
McLin-Peaten family home
at 2334 Eighth Ave. S.

Slavery in Virginia during the
colonial period

This picture depicts the 20 men and women from Africa arriving
on a slave ship and being sold in the first North American slave auction
in 1619 Jamestown, Va. By British and international customs, Africans
could be held in servitude for life, though white Christian indentured
servants could only be held for a limited term.
guaranteed rights of white
people. For instance, in
court proceedings involving only blacks, black people were allowed to testify
in court, but their testimony was admissible only
against other black people.
On the other hand, no
white man could ever be
found guilty of a crime on
the word of a black person.
There was little relief in
the court system against
the institution of slavery.
Historically, other slaveholding states and territories adopted the harsh

provisions of the Virginia
slave code as their own.
Only after the Emancipation Proclamation and
the end of the Civil War in
1865 were black Americans freed from this horrific yoke of bondage in
Virginia and the other
slaveholding states. However, blacks were then subjected to Jim Crow, which
was another form of slavery, but that’s for another
article.
Almost all of these
slaveholding areas were located in the southern part

of the United States. They
simply refused to concede
defeat or to give up this peculiar institution -- a euphemistic term white
southerners used for slavery--until forced to do so at
the conclusion of the Civil
War.
Attorney
Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History,
Inc.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Diverse Motions Dance Academy host annual production
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -For five years, Diverse
Motions Dance Academy
has taken their audience
on a journey through history and heritage through
the art form of dance.
Choreographed by Executive Director Gwenetta
Martin and Artistic Director Marquis Floyd, they
have cultivated a safe
space for children in the
community to flourish as
artists.
A relative newcomer
on the block, the Diverse
Motions Dance Academy
will host their annual
dance production entitled
“Honor our Lives” to
launch their summer season of community-focused dance classes and
events Saturday, June 30
at 7 p.m. in Gibbs High
School auditorium.
“‘Honor Our Lives’ is a
cultural production centered on highlighting
black excellence, paying
homage to those who
have paved the way and
who rejoice in life,” said
Floyd. “Through dance,
we focus on bringing our
artistry to every aspect of
our lives.”
Diverse
Motions
Dance Academy is also
home to Kali Kali Dance
Company, which began in

2009. They travel across
the nation performing
and competing in a variety
of dance genres such as
modern, jazz, hip-hop,
lyrical and dancerette.
The dance company was
so popular that the academy grew out of the nineyear-old troupe.
While the company
has racked up many
grand champions and
first-place trophies across
the U.S., they are most
known for appearing on
national television twice
competing on BET’s 106
&
Park's
“Wild-Out
Wednesday.” Thanks to
the support of the city and
viewers across the nation,
they won both times and
brought home trophies
and over $5,000 in cash
prizes.
As the artistic director, Floyd is tasked with
developing the vision for
the annual production. He
is an alumnus of the Pinellas County Center for Advanced Arts program at
Gibbs High School and attended the Boston Conservatory where he
received a Bachelor of
Fine Arts.
Throughout Floyd's
career, he’s traveled
gracefully through the
world of dance, training at
schools such as the Alvin
Ailey Dance Theater and

working with notable
companies such as the
Dance
Theater
of
Harlem.
This year, the group
worked with guest choreographers from across
the United States to develop signature dances
for the production, including D.C.-based choreographer Sherman Wood, a
graduate of the Boston
Conservatory and St.
Pete native, Charles
Smith, who is currently
based out of New York
and has worked with big
names such as The
Brooklynettes,
rapper
Briana Perry and has appeared on “Good Morning America.”
“We are a communitydriven company and
every year we put on a
huge production for the
dancers to showcase
themselves in a very professional light,” said
Floyd, explaining the purpose of the production.
“We teach kids all styles
of dance, and the key to
success is versatility.”
“Honor Our Lives”
dance production signifies the close of spring
programming and the
start of the summer season where the academy
will focus on communitybased classes and events
that are open to the pub-

lic.
This includes a summer intensive program in
ballet led by the artistic
director and various community-focused classes
for all levels of dance, fitness and aerobics.
As a part of the academy's focus on fitness and
wellness through motion
and sound, instructor Natalie Robles hosts Sensual
Steps, a dance-fitness
class that builds on movement and cardio geared
for women of all ages.
Women from all walks-oflife join as they look forward to freedom of
expression, ways to network with other women

and a fun way to boost
their confidence while
staying fit.
Holding true to its
mission is to educate, develop and grow entertainers, the academy will also
conduct workshops and
seminars that will be open
to the community. These
workshops teach the business side of the entertainment industry, career
skills such as professionalism, digital media,
branding, technology and
entrepreneurship.
Diverse
Motions
Dance Academy is the
true story of the evolution
of a small business. It
began as a local dance

group with no capital
practicing out of community centers in south St.
Pete. Today, the company
has grown to a nonprofit
dance academy with 60
students and counting. It
is a story of talent, dedication, great leadership and
support.
The company is not
only developing great
dancers, but they are also
producing great leaders
who are destined to serve
the community in ways
we could only imagine.
Dance is just a platform
for the great things they
will accomplish.
Jah’ Tia Haynes contributed to this story.

CONNECT WITH US!
Restoring voting rights to non-violent ex-offenders
DREAM, from front page

square, describing the
fear and mental trauma
endured by those who
live as undocumented citizens.
“Living here as an immigrant is traumatic
enough, but what the families at the border are experiencing is torture.”
Girsea
MartinezRosas recounted the
tragic path of her two immigrant parents but also
spoke of drawing strength
from black and brown
civil rights workers of the
1960s.
“Today I am here with
anger,” she said, recalling
a day when she came
home from school and
found that her father had
gone to work and been arrested and immediately
deported because of a
broken taillight.
She also spoke of her
mother, who passed from
cancer after years of spiraling health and lack of
treatment.
“I’m angry because

her undocumented status
meant she couldn’t be
treated with dignity and
humanity…and she lived
here in the United States,
and never got to know the
true feeling of freedom.”
But, Girsea said she
was choosing to protest
and fight for the families
impacted by family separation with love rather
than anger.
“There are others who
have come before us with
anger,” noted Girsea. “Dr.
Martin Luther King
speaking to civil rights
leaders and activists was
angry too… but instead of
only acting on anger, he
spoke about a strong and
demanding love. He said
that anger and hate were
too strong of a burden to
bear.”
Activists were also
there to bring attention to
the plight of nonviolent
felony ex-offenders who
have lost their voting
rights.
Dream
Defenders

were among other organizations canvassing for
signatures to commit to
voting “Yes” to Amendment 4, the voting restoration
amendment.
Amendment 4 returns
voting rights to those with
prior non-violent felony
convictions who’ve completed their entire sentence. The amendment
excludes those who have
committed murder or a
felony sexual offense.
Currently, more than a
million people in Florida
have permanently lost
their voting rights due to
a
felony
conviction.
Florida is one of only four
states with a lifetime ban
on voting.
Eli, a member of
Dream Defenders, spoke
both as the child of an immigrant and as an activist
working to restore voting
rights to Floridians.
While she shared that
she was separated from
her mother for five years
due to immigration laws

Dream Defenders Epiphany, Devan and Yuchabel
in the early 2000s, today,
Eli said she feels “it’s crucial to not hoard privilege
around this time. Even I,
as an American citizen
with an immigrant mother

and grandmother, still
manage privilege. It’s my
responsibility to advocate
and be a voice for those
that don’t have a voice
through voting this Nov.
for Amendment 4.”
Eli discussed the importance of restoring voting rights for black,
brown, indigenous and
poor white people who
were impacted by the current laws, encouraging
those in attendance to
help restore voting rights
to those who had paid
their dues, done their
time, and now just want to
be productive members of
society.
As storm clouds gath-

ered and thunder echoed
through the sky, the rally
was cut short. But not before Eli offered the crowd
a fundamental question to
ponder as they dispersed.
“How can we help
each other and the people
coming and seeking
refuge if our own people
are oppressed and disenfranchised from their abilities to make a difference
in their communities?”
For more information
on the Second Chances
Florida, visit secondchancesfl.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mother knows best!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -The thought of spending a
relaxing summer day attending a four-day workshop doing schoolwork
was not appealing to Nadya
Riley. Just think about all
the things a high school
student could be doing during the summer months
where no alarms are
sounding to get out of bed
for school, bells ringing to
change classes or massive
amounts of homework.
It’s not every day that
you get more than 30 high
school students to sit in a
room for four days, seven
hours each day, during the
summer. But, Dr. Mychal
Wynn and his wife did just
that! And, of course, the
parents who took the time
to invest in their children’s
future had a little some-

thing to do with it too.
From June 18-21,
Nadya attended the College
Planning
Boot
Camp at Gibbs High
School, which was organized by Dr. Lewis Brinson,
the Minority Achievement
Officer for Pinellas County
Schools. His objective is to
give minority students
more insight into the college planning process and
to marry their personality
to a school that will best ensure their success.
“My initial thoughts
about attending the fourday workshop were met
with some hesitancy, but I
care strongly about my college future and wanted to
make sure that I had the
best plan going forward
into senior year,” said
Nadya, whose mother,
Tonja, encouraged her to
attend because she knew it
would alleviate stress about

being ready for college.
Led by author, educator, motivational speaker
and college planning expert Wynn, Nadya said the
first thing she recalls him
saying was that her “blackness” was actually an asset
since universities are looking for a diverse and wellrounded student body. She
was happy to hear that
schools will pay special attention to minority groups,
especially blacks and Latinos, to give them equal opportunities.
Some of the most prestigious schools in the country have programs that
invite students to their
campus. College diversity
weekend programs pay for
high achieving seniors-usually of low income, first
generation or of color--to
visit their school. These
programs give teens who
cannot afford to travel out

of state the opportunity to
experience college life.
“It felt good to be in a
room full of black students
and educators, especially
since I was so often surrounded by white students
and teachers in my
classes,” revealed Nadya,
who said the information
was retained better because it was aimed at her.
“The biggest benefit of
attending the college boot
camp was being in a room
with adults who actively
wanted me to succeed and
go to college.”
Nadya said Wynn did
everything in his power to
make sure that the future
college graduates had a
well thought out college
plan and direction going
into their senior year. She
is thankful for learning so
much information about
the college application
process that she would not

have known otherwise.
Although it seemed
overwhelming at times,
the students expressed
how beneficial it was to sit
down and think seriously
about their college plans.
After the success of last
month’s camp, Brinson is
working to assure that the
program is ongoing, which
Nadya will be glad to hear
because she said the program would not only be advantageous to seniors but
to freshmen, sophomores
and juniors alike.
College Planning Boot
Camp demonstrations the
benefits and possibilities of
a college education. The
hands-on experience in
learning how to navigate
through the financial aid
maze, learning how to network and having the
chance to talk to other students who are facing the
same challenges are in-

Nadya and Tonja Riley
valuable.
If you are a student who
would rather sleep in or
take the summer off instead of going to a classroom to research colleges,
remember: listen to your
mother because she usually knows best.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

More than 30 students participated in the College Planning Boot Camp at Gibbs High School from June 18-21.
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HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job is currently available:
• Visiting Retention Coordinator (Job ID 17427)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Prayer Done the Right Way – Part 4
Praise the Lord saints.
We should not write out prayers and send them in
with a very generous donation at the request of a famous TV evangelist. Don’t expect them to be more
appropriately answered because you exercised faith
by sending a gift that was more than you had in your
bank.
When you see the prayer requests piled up in front
of the “man of faith,” this is done on purpose for their
TV program to prove the reaching effects of his ministry. He then utters a general public prayer over the
thousands of requests to be answered and it’s over.
This is not how prayer is to be done. The motives
of an intercessor are just as important as what we ask
for. Our prayers are to specific and to be for an individual if possible.
Twice Jesus said, “Is it not written, My house shall
be called a house of prayer for all nations? But ye
have made it a den of thieves.” Don’t let their spiritual
props fool you.
Our prayers are to God and no other. We do not
address unseen spirit beings and threaten them or
fight against them to have God gain control over a
certain area or person. If you’re speaking to the Devil
in the atmosphere you are no longer praying to God.
We don’t want to become narcissistic, praying
what I want to be, what I want to happen in my way.
It should be God’s will and plans we are concerned
about. Praying in Jesus name is not a warranty to receive anything we ask or say, and we can certainly
thank him for that.
He doesn't want spoiled little children, but mature

heavenly minded people who look at His word and
are willing to be conformed to His likeness even if it’s
uncomfortable. Those who can trust Him in His decisions, He can entrust to answer.
If we petition God for riches, power, honor, knowledge, or reputation, for our self it is seeking our own
kingdom. If we petition God for riches, power, honor,
knowledge, or reputation, for his kingdom we need
to have him search our hearts to know if our motives
are pure. So how do we know how to pray and be on
target? Charles H. Spurgeon stated it like this:
“Sometimes a fog will settle over a vessel’s deck
and yet leave the topmast clear. Then a sailor goes up
aloft and gets a lookout which the helmsman on deck
cannot get. So prayer sends the soul aloft, lifts it
above the clouds in which our selfishness and egotism befog us and give us a chance to see which way
to steer.”
James 1:5-8 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in
faith, without doubting, for he who doubts is like a
wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For
let not that man suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable
in all his ways.” So we ask in faith, meaning we believe he heard us and to trust his decision when and
how to answer our prayer.
I John 5:14-15 “Now this is the confidence that we
have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us,
whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions

that we have asked of Him.
The power is not in our prayer no matter how
earnest or eloquent it may be. The power rests in the
one who answers the prayer and it is always according to what he wants to see accomplished. It may be
through us or another but it rests in God’s hands.
W. R. Reynolds wrote: “The sovereignty of God
does not override the want, the will, the tears, the cry
of his children; but does, in the first instance, express
itself through that very want — those tears and those
strong desires. It is not that man changes God’s purpose, but that man verily and indeed discovers that
purpose through his own earnest prayer.”
So how do we get our prayers answered? John
15:7-10: "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in
you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done
for you. "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My
love. "If you keep My commandments, you will abide
in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.”
We need to be walking with the Lord and seeking
to do the things pleasing in his sight and he is more
than willing to answer our requests. Not that we will
ask for something for ourselves but if we are really
and truly walking with him our prayer will be a dying
to our self wants and lifting up to Him his kingdom
wants.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
Primary Elections will be held Aug. 28
FORUM , from front page

tion of what needs to be
addressed.
Bilan, a teacher at
Azalea Middle School,
feels it is imperative to retain the teachers already
in the school system by
banning unnecessary assessment and letting
teachers teach to learn instead of teaching so students will perform well on
state tests.
“I think there is a misconception that because
we have struggles in our
county that our teachers
are not good teachers,”
Bilan averred. “We have a
lot of hard-working, undervalued,
underpaid
teachers who are trying to
do the best they can under
the constraints they are
put under.”
Stewart, an adjunct
professor at St. Petersburg College, believes increasing teacher pay will
go a long way to retain
qualified teachers and
make the institution of
teaching seem enticing to
new hires.
Currently, new hires
are set to earn $43,000 for
the first five years of
teaching. After that, the
rate of increase is minimal
each year, roughly $100
extra dollars.
“That’s a harder sell to
get them in,” Stewart
pointed out. He also discussed the high rate of increase in teacher health
care, which amounts to
teachers making less each
year as the hike in insurance bypasses any step increase teachers might
receive.
Flowers agreed and
announced teachers are
up to receive a salary increase of more than
$4,800 in the upcoming
school year. However, in
comparison with neighboring
Hillsborough
County, veteran teachers
currently make nearly
$10,000 less a year. With
little monetary incentive
to stay in the district,
Flowers hopes to also turn
around the increase in

healthcare that is drastically cutting into the pay
of teachers and staff.
“Humana wants to increase the amount we pay,
and we want to make sure
that it is not passed along
to our teachers,” she said,
vowing to look into the
matter. “I’m very concerned.”
Money aside, all candidates agree offering support to teachers and
providing ongoing professional development will
help keep some teachers
from leaving the profession.
Another topic discussed was the issue of
bringing diversity into the
classroom. With more
than 42 languages in
Pinellas County Schools,
there is a need for bilingual educators in the
classroom. In addition,
there is a shortage of
African-American educators in comparison to their
white counterparts.
“Many students show
up day after day and don’t
see anyone who looks like
them,” said Dr. Stewart.
But Dr. Bilan cautioned against recruiting
black teachers solely for
their color.
“Just because someone is African American,
don’t assume that they can
only teach African Americans,” she said. “A good
teacher is a good teacher.”
Mentoring of new
teachers was also discussed in hopes of reducing new educators from
walking away from the
profession.
Flowers
shared how along with
her church, Greater Mt.
Zion AME, she takes
teachers on a bus ride
through certain parts
south St. Petersburg to
give them a firsthand look
at what type of living conditions students have to
maneuver to get to school
each day.
“Then we have a serious conversation about
dedication,” said Flowers,
who believes you don’t

René Flowers
(District 7)

Dr. Bilan Joseph
(District 7)

Dr. Matthew Stewart
(District 6)

Dr. Nicole Carr
(District 3)

have to be black to teach
an African-American student, just love in your
heart. “If we tell our students don’t quit, how are
you going to quit as the
teacher?”
Questions were taken
from the crowd asking
what measures would be
done to ensure schools
were safe for children at
all educational levels.
Flowers is not an advocate of armed guards in

schools but acknowledges
the need with the new law
stating that professionals
will be in schools capable
of discharging a weapon
and deterring crime. But
Dr. Stewart believes other
measures are easier to implement and will make
teachers feel safer and
better able to protect
themselves and their students.
“School doors still
don’t lock from the in-

side,” he reminded, also
pointing out the need for
mental health services for
students. “Teachers have
to go outside to lock their
doors. This seems a very
simple thing we can do.”
The Primary Election
is Aug. 28, so be sure to
research all the candidates and head out to the
polls.
About the organization
The Gathering of Pas-

tors was born out of the violence that plagued St. Petersburg in 2015 when
seven young men were
killed in less than two
months. These men of
faith met with elected officials, law enforcement and
even youths with gang affiliations for answers. The
pastors hold candidate forums, meet with politicians and work towards
social justice.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority bring
awareness to Alzheimer’s
ST. PETERSBURG -Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter
(ZUO) in partnership with
the Gulf Coast Chapter of
the Alzheimer's Association elevated Alzheimer's
awareness through the
sorority’s Community Impact Day entitled “The
Longest Day" on Thursday, June 21.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority chapters around
the world joined the
Alzheimer's Association
and participated in the
day-long event. Held on
the summer solstice,
where the sun reaches
its highest position in the
sky and has the longest
period of daylight, the
ladies decided to take advantage of the extra sunlight and bring awareness
to the disease.
The duration of this
sunrise-to-sunset event
symbolizes the challenging journey of those living
with Alzheimer's disease
and their caregivers. The
Longest Day Committee
organized more than 18
hours of Alzheimer's
awareness
activities,
which began with chapter
members displaying facts
on the condition for 12
hours on their respective
social media pages. This
effort served to provide
the public with an understanding of Alzheimer's as
a form of dementia.
The day started by
putting the patients at the
forefront of awareness in
an effort to give back to
members of the community residing in local nursing homes: Grand Villa,
Pinellas Point Nursing
Home and Angel Care
ALF.
The ZUO Health Promotion Committee in collaboration with the Family
Strengthening Committee
devoted time to the patients by conversing and
making mini blankets

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

When things just click

with
the
residence.
Throw blankets were also
gifted to sorors residing
in the facilities.
Additionally, Zeta Upsilon Omega spearheaded
a Facebook Live "Lunch
and Learn" video via the
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter Facebook page.
This innovative initiative
in partnership with the
Gulf Coast Chapter of the
Alzheimer's Association
embraced social media to
share
insight
on
Alzheimer's such as risk
factors, symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, resources
and
the
caregiver's perspective to
the broader community.

About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University. Led by International
President Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, the organization
connects
thousands of collegetrained women who give
of themselves to support
community service projects and scholarship programs.
For more
information,
visit
zuochapter.org.

Small changes can be the difference between mediocre and greatness.
Are you ready to make a few tweaks?
Meet Gabrielle Christina Victoria
Douglas, more commonly known as
Gabby Douglas. She is an American
artistic gymnast, a two-time Olympian
and was a member of the United States
women’s national gymnastics team.
She was born on December 31, 1995.
Douglas is the first person of
African descent in Olympic history to
become the individual all-around champion. In addition, she is the first U. S.
gymnast to win gold in both the individual all-around and team competitions at
the same Olympics.
Douglas began training in gymnastics at the age of six. Although she was
achieving success as a gymnast, she
was not performing at her highest potential. An interesting occurrence
heightened her awareness that she
could be better.
At that time, Douglas was being
coached by Dena Walker who invited
Coach Liang Chow to teach a clinic at
her gym. During the clinic, Chow
taught Douglas how to perform the
Amanar vault in just one afternoon.
This impressed Douglas, and it confirmed in her consciousness that she
was capable of more -- right then.
Douglas had childhood goals to be
an Olympian, and she was determined
to reach them. In order to do so, she
knew she needed another coach. Douglas knew that she needed to be guided
by someone who not only believed that
she could reach the next level but who
would push her to obtain it.
"Something clicked in my head that

said, ‘if I really want to make this happen I need to get better coaching,’”
Douglas once said. Have you ever had
an experience when the “light bulb”
seemed to go off and you realized that
you needed to make some life adjustments to obtain your goals? Were you
bold enough to make them?
At first, Douglas considered a move
to Texas to train with a renowned
coach. That did not work out, however,
because that coach declined to instruct
Douglas out of loyalty to Coach Walker.
This did not stop Douglas. She was determined to find another coach, and as
a result, selected to work with Coach
Chow.
After Douglas started working with
Coach Chow, she suffered a hamstring
strain and a hip flexor injury. It was during that time of healing that she improved her bar skills. It may have
seemed disappointing at the time, but
in the big picture, this helped her
strengthen her all-around routine,
which led to her being an individual allaround Olympic Champion.
Douglas did reach her goals after
being courageous enough to make
tough decisions and a few, life-altering
tweaks. As a result, she has inspired
people all across the world while leaving her name in history books along
the way. Her story is an example of
what can happen when things just
click.
Be inspired.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.

SPHA in the hot seat over deplorable conditions of their residents
HOUSING, from front page

money into failing dwelling
buildings, the board of
housing commissioners
granted approval for “staff
to submit an application on
May 30, 2017, to the Special Application Center of
the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the disposition of nine dwelling
buildings containing 31
dwelling apartments and
2.87 acres of underlying
land at Jordan Park.”
On Aug. 25, Demolition/Disposition Plan approval was granted by the
Department of HUD and
meetings were held with
the residents--who were either elderly or disabled--informing them that they
would be temporarily displaced.
Residents were told
they would receive a Tenant Protection Voucher
through the SPHA’s Housing Choice Voucher Program and that relocation
costs would be provided.
However, what the tenants were not told was that
they would be moved into
substandard
housing
worse than where they
were living in Jordan Park.
Rev. Basha Jordan, Jr.,
the grandson of Elder Jordan--the former slave
turned businessman who
donated the land to the city
for a public housing project--was responsible for
getting the issue placed on
the agenda.
“As a direct result of
me reading her [Terri
Lipsey Scott] Facebook
post, I was concerned
about it and brought it to

the attention of the CEO of
the housing authority and
asked him to visit the
homes because I was appalled at the way in which
they were living,” said Jordan, Jr., who is a SPHA
commissioner.
Lipsey Scott, executive
director of the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African American History Museum,
which is the old Jordan
Park administrative building and is situated next to
the Historic Village,
sounded the alarm about
the unacceptable conditions awhile back on Facebook. She tried to help find
suitable housing for the
elderly and disabled residents but searched in vain.
She said the SPHA sent
out letters to the residents
stating that their temporary housing would be
comparable to the housing
they were being forced out
of. Instead, however, they
are enduring "folks raising
hell all night, loud music all
night, air conditioning not
working properly."
“I was again perplexed
by the lack of decorum,
sensitivity and consideration exhibited by the commissioners
of
St.
Petersburg Housing Authority and their CEO,”
said Lipsey Scott.
She went on to say that
the board’s limited knowledge regarding decisions
they have made concerning the displacement of
“residents into unlivable
conditions
were
deplorable.”
“The board members
had no questions, and they

knew few answers. It was
abundantly clear, those on
the board who have been
tasked with the oversight
of SPHA, demonstrated a
degree of ineptness, causing the disruption of the
lives of several of our community's seniors and those
with disabilities,” she said.
Jordan, Jr. was for the
demolition of the Historic
Village until he witnessed
firsthand the awful conditions the elderly and disabled were enduring in
temporary housing. He
went to the Palm Apartments where some of the
displaced are housed and
was shocked by what he
saw.
Jordan, Jr. said when
Love did not visit his former resident’s current
dwellings, he wrote a letter
and emailed it to Love asking him to distribute it to
the other board members.
“So when he refused to
do that, then I got on the
drum, and we ended up
having about 75 people
from the community to
come to the board meeting
because he did not want to
even put it on the agenda.”
Jordan, Jr. was told
through a lawyer that he
must go through the Resident Advisory Committee
so they could determine if
the item should be put on
the agenda. They voted
him down.
“And so during the
board meeting when they
were setting the agenda, I
interrupted the meeting to
let them [community
members in attendance]
know it was not on the

agenda. They tried to shut
me down, but it was finally
decided it would be
brought up as new business.”
During the public
forum section of the meeting where citizens can
speak up to three minutes
regarding housing authority issues, people were
waiting in line for their
turn at the microphone.
“The testimonies were
mind-boggling, to say the
least,” said Jordan, Jr.
One displace resident
came with evidence in
hand of roaches he photographed in his refrigerator. Others complained of
electrical, plumbing and
cooling issues. They also
expressed dismay regarding the loud noise of neighbors,
drugs
and
prostitution.
Emma Stewart, 76, is
one of the elderly residents
placed in temporary housing at the Palm Apartments. She attended the
meeting to ask for help.
"It’s so disgusting; I
don’t know what to do. I’m
so depressed," said Steward, who said it is disgraceful for them to be forced to
live in substandard housing. “I can’t sleep at night.
Help us to find somewhere
decent to live. Please help
us."
Architect Robert Reid
Wedding was on hand to
discuss his firm’s recommendations for the Historic Village. He said the
price would run $3 million
to renovate the units, and
the cost of new construction would cost approxi-

Candidate for State House District 70 Vito
Sheeley was in attendance as was a
representative for Rep. Wengay Newton.
mately $9 million.
It was during his presentation that for the first
time commissioners came
to learn the estimated cost
associated with both rehabbing the current units
and building 60 new apartments.
"If this board wants to
save this asset, it can be
done," Wedding said,
adding that it will be a long
expensive process.
Community
activist
Jabaar Edmonds said
there should not be price
tag on preserving historical landmarks.
“To me, it’s just like
City Hall; it’s just like the
Coliseum. There’s so
much historical significance that there shouldn’t
be a value placed on how
much it will cost to rehab
it.”
City Council Chair Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman was also
on hand to lend her support for the displaced residents. She witnessed
firsthand the unsanitary
conditions and sub-par

housing the elderly have
been placed in. She was
disgusted with some of the
SPHA commissioners’ callous attitudes.
"Do not just sit in your
chairs," she affirmed. "I do
not support demolition of
the Historic Village."
Wheeler-Bowman represents the district that Jordan Park is in.
Before the meeting
was abruptly ending at the
behest of Love, Jordan was
able to make a motion that
the board would revise the
original proposal and renovate all or some of the historic village, renovate the
206 units and build new
units.
The motion passed
four to two; however,
Lipsey Scott reported
crews working at the site
on Tuesday.
“The motion passed, so
if the housing authority,
the CEO, is continuing the
efforts to demolish, I think
that those actions speak
for themselves,” said Jordan, Jr.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys

A former patient improved in Suncoast Hospice care
ST. PETERSBURG -It’s an honor to meet amazing elders in our community.
They
are
an
inspiration!
At age 104, Lovie “Aunt
Love” Peterson, is a special
lady to celebrate. She lives
in the home of her niece,
Gwen Dixon, and her husband, Herb Dixon. The
family had been together
for more than 50 years
when Dixon gave birth to
her daughter, and Peterson
stepped in to help out with
care.
“Aunt Love quit her job
so she could take care of
her. I’m glad I can do something to say thanks. She’s a
dream to care for. She’s
completely dependent on
me but not burdensome.
Everybody loves her. She’s
unassuming; she enjoys
life. She was cooking,

cleaning, tending to the
yard and sewing up until
last year,” Dixon shared.
Turning to Suncoast
Hospice
Peterson’s health worsened last summer, and the
family had to make decisions about her care. During a visit to her primary
care physician last August,
her blood work indicated
kidney failure.
A kidney specialist determined she had endstage kidney disease.
When her health declined
and she lost weight, the
doctor asked if they wanted
to start dialysis, but the
family refused because of
her age.
The doctor recommended Suncoast Hospice,
and she was admitted into
care. Like some hospice patients, she “graduated” and

was discharged because
her condition improved.
Hospice care focuses
on comfort and support for
patients and their families.
Services may include expert medical treatment,
nursing and personal care,
medications, medical supplies and equipment, specialized
therapies,
emotional and spiritual
counseling, social work and
grief support, volunteer assistance and more.
Loving care and
comfort
Dixon was impressed
with the nature and attention of the Suncoast Hospice team.
“My mom (Peterson’s
sister) was in hospice.
That’s when I got to know
hospice as a caring and loving organization. The people who cared for Aunt

Love were sincere and genuine. They all were outstanding and friendly. She
got the love. They were like
our blood relatives. You
can’t buy that kind of care,”
said Dixon.
The team’s aide, Angela
“Angie” Cummings, made
a particularly strong connection with Peterson and
the family. She’s a certified
nursing assistant who has
provided personal care for
Suncoast Hospice patients
for 11 years.
“Angie was her caregiver,” Dixon expressed.
“She would come in and
get her up and dressed,
comb her hair and fix her
breakfast. It was a special
relationship that was based
on love and affection.”
Cummings cherishes
the bond and time together
with Peterson.

“I used to mess around
with Ms. Lovie saying, ‘I’m
going to take you home
with me.’ She was so sweet.
She was like family. We
would always joke and play.
We had a ball. It wasn’t like
she was 104.”
The two exchanged
many life stories during
bath time. Cummings
would inquire about life
when Peterson was young,
and the centenarian would
ask about Cummings’ children.
“I told her I like working in the yard and she
liked that too. The family is
wonderful. I treat my patients like they are my own
family. I love what I do,” she
said.
Nowadays,
Dixon’s
niece comes over to the
house to assist with care,
and the family is finding

other Empath Health services to continue the loving
care and comfort. Peterson
continues to enjoy life, especially when she’s able to
use her newly-repaired
sewing machine.
Dixon remains grateful
for Suncoast Hospice and
hopes others will become
aware of its services.
“Hospice is not about
trying to save you, it’s
about providing care and
comfort,” said Dixon.
“They did that without interruption. There was
nothing that we needed
that we didn’t get. It’s wonderful. I owe hospice so
much. I hope it survives
forever.”
Suncoast Hospice is
here for you. To learn
more, visit SuncoastHospice.org or call (727) 4677423.

conversations with Kerylos,
my favorite tour guide who
adventured with us throughout Aswan, I often found myself at odds with what I
already knew about Egypt

and the popular history that
is taught in the tourism specialties/degrees at the university level.
It is one thing to concep-

The Revolution Will Not Be Pathologized!

Community conversations around healing

By Kayla Nembhard, MA, LMHC

Remember. You are magic – literally
In the spirit of self-care
and Mama Africa, as I like to
call her, let us reflect on who
and what we are through beginning to remember our
history in a more intentional
and accurate way.
I had the incredible privilege of visiting our mother
continent for the third time
at the end of last month,
where I got to journey

throughout Egypt (Kemet).
As my good friend and I beat
the sunrise during our trek
from Aswan to Abu Simbel
(Nubia), I was moved to
write out my thoughts of my
experience up to that point,
and how it reinforced a bigger realization.
By this point in our adventures, we had already visited Cairo, the home of the

magical pyramids of Giza
and the renowned Egyptian
museum. Some of those
thoughts were as follows:
The mighty and mysterious pyramids; I touched literal magic. There are
popular theories out there
that propose these perfect
structures were actually designed and built by aliens or
extraterrestrials.

The African pyramids
are perfect in so many mathematical ways and beyond
that people refuse to believe
Africans could have had anything to do with their creation. Theories related to
extraterrestrials seem to be
the more comfortable narrative to tell. Why?
At the Egyptian Museum and also during the

See REVOLUTION, page 9

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀWFRPPXQLW\EDVHGKRVSLFHLVWKHRQO\3LQHOODV&RXQW\KRVSLFH
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing continuous medical care if your loved one has uncontrolled
pain and symptoms – improving their quality of life and your peace of mind.
• :KHUHH[SHUWVWDIIDUHVXSSRUWHGE\QHDUO\FRPPXQLW\YROXQWHHUVKHOSLQJXVSURYLGHWKHEHVWSRVVLEOHFDUH
for your loved one.
• :LWKDORFDOIRXQGDWLRQWKDWVXSSRUWVVHUYLFHVDQGFDUHQRWSDLGIRUE\LQVXUDQFH7KLVPHDQV\RXUGRQDWLRQVDQG
support of our hospice stay in your community.
• 7KDW·VSDUWRIWKHODUJHU(PSDWK+HDOWKQHWZRUNLQFOXGLQJSDOOLDWLYHFDUHKRPHKHDOWKHOGHUFDUHDGYDQFHFDUH
planning and more – offering complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Robert C. Saunders: Local author and poet
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – A
cardiovascular nurse by day,
and writer and poet by
night, Robert C. Saunders
has four books under his
belt, three of them published in the same week!
Although his late father,
Victor E. Saunders, was an
avid reader and his mother
Gloria, who has also passed
on, wrote poetry, his fascination with the art was a gradual process.
Saunders explained that
he dabbled with creative
writing while attending
Lakewood High School, but
had not become passionate
about it until he was in his
early 30s when his love of
prose was born. His wife,
Victoria, encouraged him to
pursue his dream of writing,
and the reading public is the
beneficiary of her encouragement.
Saunders’ first book,
“Nurses Bred for Business:
The Awakening of Legions

of Nurse Entrepreneurs,” is
a roadmap for those in the
medical field to identify their
skill sets and how to translate those skills into the
world of entrepreneurship.
In the book, he writes:
“Attaining to victory in one
area can carry over to victory in all areas. So as a servant leader, what will be
your personal corporation’s
mission and vision? Will it
be compelling enough to
pull you out of bed to clock
in early and keep you up at
night?”
He switches gears for
his next three books, which
were all released in May. Revealing his inner poet,
“Dances in the Theater of
the Mind” is a collection of
105 poems that are broken
down into acts such as in a
play. He feels that each one
of us has played a role in the
dance of life. We all have experienced joy, heartbreak,
recovery and restoration of
hope with wisdom anew -scripted and unscripted.
Saunders
describes
himself as a foodie, so it only

seemed natural to combine
both his love of food and poetry and what sprung from
it is “Foodie Dessertations:
Bite sized recipes of foodielicious poetry.”
“Food brings back
childhood memories,” he
said. “It takes me back to
my mom cooking in the
kitchen on Sunday. Food is
cross-cultural.” Each poem
has a recipe to match.
In “Rhythmic Elegance:
A poetic treatise on our
place in the universe,” Saunders piggybacks on Einstein’s Theory of Relativity
in pointing out that relative
to an orderly and harmonious universe, humanity
has much to learn by its disunity and lack of accountability toward the good of all.
“The universe with the
planets and the stars remain
in balance, but we here on
earth and humanity are in a
bad alignment on the principles of love and solidarity.”
In the chapter “The
Power of She,” he wrote:
“It is in the best interest
of humanity to value her

childbearing wonder, while
civilizations have faded for
lack of recognizing this
blunder. Wars and violence
destroy good men who
cherish the uniqueness of
her, strong shoulders and
testosterone flexing necessitate healthy females; help
her be all she can be. When
she wins, we all win.”
For Saunders, his writings have become not only
part of his lifestyle but have
also taught him valuable lessons.
“It has taught me that

laser focus on one thing
long enough and diligently
enough simply has to produce success,” he stated
with conviction. “It also
taught me to not give up
doing a thing simply because it is hard or needlessly complicated. The
objective should be to eclectically piece together a success formula that works for
you consistently and regardless of harsh conditions.”
So if you are in need of
some inspiration, a new
recipe or if you just fancy a

well-written poem, you can
find all four of his books on
Amazon.com. You can also
email Saunders for a copy of
one or more of his book or
book him for speaking engagements at rcsaunders77@gmail.com.
About the author
A St. Petersburg native,
Robert C. Saunders graduated from St. Petersburg
Junior College with an associate’s degree in nursing,
and is now employed as a
registered nurse at Baycare
St. Anthony Hospital.

For instance, the literal
geographical location of
Egypt on a map, which is on
the continent of Africa, not in
the Middle East. Although
marginalized in so many
ways, the presence of Nubia
and its people--our distant relatives--the pyramids, Abu
Simbel, the Philae Temples
and on and on.
Why am I constantly finding myself kindly asking
these awesome and insanely
knowledgeable guides to remember their history rather
than feed me the Roman or
Greek version of events? I
asked a couple of my new acquaintances how these ver-

sions of events became so accepted as historically accurate and true.
I was told that people are
most familiar with the Greeks
and their stories, as though
there is no consequence for
such a push toward a culture
and history that is a complete
distortion of foundational
events that literally paved the
way for the civilized world we
live in today.
Egyptians, and the rest of
the world, have apparently
lost their connections to the
mother continent and more
specifically to blackness and
the magic, power and freedom that is locked within a

melanated people.
One of the most sacred
and magical places in the
world has been seized and
taken over by calculated storytellers tasked with regurgitating the same “history”
under the guise of Egyptology.
What is Egyptology anyway? What other place on
this earth has an entire system in place to perpetuate a
very specific tale the way that
Egypt does? How am I so out
of place and objectified in this
black skin even though I am
home in Africa?
I had to share how sad
these realizations and reali-

ties were with a trusted friend
who simply gets it. Outside of
the margins of Aswan, from
what I have experienced thus
far, traces of and links to
Africa is really nowhere to be
found.
Imagine a black people in
St. Pete, and all around this
nation, who truly knew that
they/we are in fact royalty.
This is not to be confused
with the capitalistic and materialistic view. We are divine.
We are God. We are powerful. We are magic.
Research the great pyramids and other African wonders yourself if you need
convincing.

As Kendrick Lamar mentioned, this is all literally in
our DNA. As a result of historical trauma and a continued collective trauma that
continues to be ignored, revised, erased, rewritten and
retold inaccurately, it seems
we have forgotten all of this.
Question the popular narratives, and then question
them again! We must do this
work to remember. We must
remember to heal. Through
healing we get free…
Kayla Nembhard is a licensed psychotherapist, budding writer and community
warrior. To contact her, email
knembhar@mail.usf.edu

REVOLUTION from page 8

tualize and intellectualize notions such as the erasure of
blackness. It is a whole other
phenomenon or profound experience to realize that I am
in the presence of its consequences. This erasure of
blackness has already occurred--visibly, historically
and even geographically.
What a wild experience
to be in Africa but then have
that reality challenged by the
normalization and acceptance of this sacred land as the
Middle East. How has Africa,
its ancients (our ancestors)
and their magic been erased
despite the irrefutable evidence of their existence?
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Amazing
Amazing how we walk this earth;
With breath of life we’ve had since birth.
Amazing how we see the sky, with vision
given through GOD’s eye.
Amazing that we
seldom seem to wonder how or why.
Amazing that we always come back strong,
after every tear we cry.
Amazing that our hearts feel love and treasure those we love;
Amazing that the grace we have, is a miracle sent from above.

Amazing to hear music, that heals our
thirsty souls; Amazing to know GOD surrounds you, when you are young and when you
are old.
Amazing that we manage to get through
each and everyday;
Amazing that GOD’s peace is there to hold
us on our way.
Amazing is the love of GOD and how HE
keeps us safe;
Amazing is our JESUS CHRIST, as we continue to walk by faith.”
AMEN

Amazing how we can move and dance each
Luke 2:47
and everyday; Amazing that we live long
“And all that heard Him were astonished at
enough to see our grandchildren play.
His understanding and answers.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev.
Brian K. Brown, and congregation thank God for his continual mercy, grace and abundant
blessings. We strive to give
God our utmost praise for the
awesome gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ and extend to our community an invitation to share in
our praise as we pursue our
mission of Creating a BibleBased Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
Pastor Brown’s Message
this past Sunday was ‘Time &
Change’. The text was Ecclesiastes 3:1-11. The question
posed from the text was ‘What
Will You Do With Yours’. The
answers: (1) Listen for it (verse

1); (2) Learn from it (verse 1);
(3) Live with it (verses 2-8);
and (4) Love all of it (verse 11).
As always, we invite you to join
us on Sundays at 10:45 to receive the full depth of each
message.
The outcome of the
monthly bowling with Mt. Pilgrim and Mt. Calvary left St.
Mark as the high scoring
team. Congratulation to the St.
Mark bowlers. The three
churches once again enjoyed
an afternoon of great fellowship and fun.
Coming up during the
week of July 9 – 13 from 6:30 –
8:30 p.m. is Vacation Bible
School using the Shipwrecked
– Rescued by Jesus theme.
Registration begins at 6:00 p.m.
You can also sign up online @
vbspro.events/p/stmarkm-

Pastor’s Corner
bchurch. Classes available for
all age groups. Special invitation to our neighbors in the
Childs Park neighborhood to
join us during this week of
great fun as we learn more
about Jesus!!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church.
Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us
to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Transporttion is available - Call the Church at
(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9:00 AM – 3:00
PM.
PRAYING FOR AMERICA
AT
THE
SHIP
CHURCH
SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
Please save the dates for
our Annual Family and
Friends Celebration. Sunday, August 19, 2018, 7:45
am & 10:45 am. In addition
the Annual Family and
Friends Reunion Choir Musical Starting on Thursday,
August 16, 2018 at 7:00 pm,
through Saturday, August
18, 2018, Workshop, please
register today, ALL past
members and any member
of the church are encouraged to be apart of this REUNION CHOIR. Finally
please remember If you
were born in March (Tribe
of Gad) and April (Tribe of
Judah) and also serve on the
Adult Dance Ministry. Your
presence is needed at the
next Family and Friends
planning meeting on every
Mondays at 7:30 pm. Sister
Gail Jenkins and Sister Cynthia Pierce, Chairpersons.
July 16-20, 2018 Nightly
–
VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL – for all ages. Details will be forthcoming.
Saturday, August 4, 2018,
The Annual Back to School
Event, Sponsored by the Matrons Ministry. Further details will be forthcoming.
West Coast News: West
Coast District Association,
Congress of Christian Education Annual Session, July
10-13, 2018, General Assembly will begin at 11:30 am
daily and Dean Elder Sharon
P. Saulsby will deliver her
final Annual Address, Tuesday, 7:00 pm (Bus Transportation Sign-up Sheet

located on the Information
Table, Bus will leave Church
at 3:30 pm). Theme: Timothy 2:15... “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.” Hotel
Registration: Holiday Inn
Express Orlando, 5605
Major Boulevard, Orlando,
Florida 32819, (407) 3631333. Guest Room Commitment: West Coast Baptist
Association This hotel is approximately 7 miles from the
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Institutional Church, Dr.
Robert M. Spooney, Pastor /
West Coast Congress President, 535 W. Washington
Street, Orlando, Florida –
(407) 423-0023.
At A Glance Schedule
8:30-9:00 am Morning
Praise Worship, 9:00-11:30
am: Adults Course #2011Baptist Doctrine, Dr. Marvin
Scott, Course # 7005-Christian Evangelism, Dr. Rickey
L. Houston. Youth/Children-Ages 5-18: Ages 5-7
Course #2014, Deaconess
Vencina Cannady, Ages 8-11
Course # 9514 Discipleship
101, Dea. Earl Reeves/Sis.
Helen Houston, Ages 12-18
Course # 9513 Evangelism
101, Sis. Sharion Reeves. Afternoon
1:00-3:30
pm:
Adults Course # 5006-Leadership in the Local Church,
Pastor J.C. Pritchett, Seminar (All Adult Ages) course
# 111, Bible Research Using
Today's Technology, Pastor
L. Matthews. 2:00-3:30 pm
Seminar Course # 9903 Ministerial Ethics and Pulpit Etiquette, Dr. Robert M.
Spooney. **ALL YOUTH
ARE PREPARING FOR THE
YOUTH PAGEANT OR
THE YOUTH ORATORICAL.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Speak Your Desired Outcome
“…calls those things which be not as
though they were.” Romans 4:17
It is so easy to speak just the present tense
and to have no hope for the future. It is so convenient to just “call it like I see it” without an
expectation of anything more. It takes very little effort to say “it is what it is” and not look for
something better. However, it takes a higher
level of consciousness to be able to deal with
the current predicament on the physical plain
but speak another reality, our desired outcome.
When God called Moses to lead the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage, Moses
was afraid. Moses used his speech challenge
as an excuse. God did not accept “No” for an
answer. God told Moses to go in the power of
the I AM and tell Pharaoh to “Let my people
go (Exodus 3:4-14).”
When God called Abraham “the father of
many nations,” Abraham’s current condition
was that he had not had his first child and his
wife was old and barren. Nevertheless, God

still spoke God’s desired outcome for Abraham
telling him his seed would multiply (Genesis
17:5).
When God called Gideon a mighty man of
valor, Gideon was a coward hiding in a cave
(Judges 6:12). God did not settle for Gideon’s
excuses but God spoke of God’s desired outcome for Gideon.
God dealt with each of these men where
they were but used words and names to call
them where He desired them to be. We have
that same authority because we are God’s children. We have that same power because the
Holy Spirit lives within us. We have the Godgiven right to speak our desired outcome regardless of the current situation and to
continue to say what we desire until we see it
manifested right before our very eyes.
Affirm aloud this week as often as you can
the following words: God is giving me the desires of my heart. My heart’s desire is coming
to pass.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Father Brown installed as the new pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -St.
Joseph
Catholic
Church, located 2101 22nd
Ave. S, has always been
known to be a welcoming,
dynamic and diverse community of believers, representing the Catholic faith
with one heart and many
faces.
On Saturday, June 23,
Father Stephan Brown was
installed by Bishop Gregory Parks of the Diocese
of St. Petersburg to be the
new spiritual leader of the
96-year-old congregation.
Brown’s call to the ministry came early on in his
life. Raised with a father
who was a member of the
team that developed the artificial heart, he knew he
too wanted to be a part of
something that would
change lives.
“When I was in high
school, I wanted to make a
difference in the AfricanAmerican
community,”
Brown said. I wanted to do
something. I didn’t know

how; I only knew that I
loved God and the
Church.”
The decision to answer
God’s call has led to a lifelong career of changing
hearts and has given him
the opportunity to impact
lives all over the world.
“Learning five languages and traveling three
continents has caused me
to impact lives and make
the world a better place, he
averred. “Preaching became my passion. I’ve
preached revivals and missions in the United States,
Brazil and the Caribbean.”
Over the past 10 years,
Brown has served as the
assistant to the presidency
for the ministry at St. Leo
University, and a year as
the associate pastor of St.
Paul Catholic Church in
Tampa.
Ten months ago, he
was asked by the bishop to
serve as the pastor of St.
Joseph’s. On June 23, the
appointment was celebrated with the official installation service, which
was a formal acceptance of

his call to be pastor the
church.
Brown made his vow to
pledge obedience to the
Pope and promised to believe and teach all that has
been handed down by
Christ. The service was
also a celebration of his
25th year in the ministry.
The 54-year-old pastor
said his time in service to
God has allowed him to
gain wisdom, knowledge
and a thick skin.
“I have learned a great
deal about myself and
learned more about God’s
great love for His people
and allowing someone who
without Him could do absolutely nothing.”
Now, as the pastor at St.
Joseph’s, Brown is looking
forward to the opportunity
to continue God’s work.
“I have great hopes that
St. Joseph’s can become a
beacon of hope and joy.”
Brown said he is looking forward to growing the
congregation and inviting
community leaders to partner with the church to help
serve the Casler Heights

neighborhood where it sits.
Along with getting to
know his parishioners,
Brown has been hard at
work visiting the sick,
forming partnerships with
community groups to provide more programs for
children and holding office
hours for those who may
need counsel. He has also
spent time walking the
neighborhood, greeting
members of the community and introducing himself.
Now that his official installation service is over,
Brown will continue to
work on growing the
church and doing the work
God called him to do. And
while he looks forward to
the challenges ahead, he is
honored for the opportunity to reflect on his 25year career.
“If I can be proud of
anything, it would be having been in some small
way instrumental in someone coming to know Jesus
Christ and accepting Him
as their only Lord and Savior.”

Mt. Zion UMC welcomes new pastor
CLEARWATER – The
Mt. Zion United Methodist
Church of Clearwater welcomed a new pastor, the
Reverend
Lee
HallPerkins, last Sunday, July
1. He is an ordained elder
in the Church of God in
Christ but currently serves
in the Florida Conference
of the United Methodist
Church.
Rev. Hall-Perkins received his bachelor’s degree in religious studies
and master of divinity from

Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tenn. At 28
years old, he is one of the
youngest pastors in Mt.
Zion’s 98-year-old history.
Hall-Perkins brings more
than 14 years of ministry
experience to the congregation.
He was the associate
pastor of the Living Word
International Church in
Nashville, Tenn., for six
years, youth minister at
Gordon Memorial UMC
and an editor at R.H. Boyd

Publishing Corporation—
one of the country’s oldest
African-American religious
publishers.
Hall-Perkins is also an
accomplished writer, having published work with
BlackPast.org, The Tennessean, David C Cook’s
adult Sunday School curriculum and the African
American Lectionary. He
and his wife Rev. Jana HallPerkins co-edited and authored their first book
titled
“Unashamedly

Black, Unapologetically
Christian: A Devotional for
Black Faith and Life.”
For the past year, HallPerkins has been serving
in ministry alongside his
wife at McCabe UMC in St.
Petersburg. She will remain the senior pastor of
McCabe as her husband
takes this new assignment.
During Hall-Perkins’ last
Sunday at McCabe, the
members gathered around
him at the altar praying
God’s blessings upon him.
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