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President’s Corner 

By:  Dave West 
 
At  our  annua l meet ing in November  2018 Ed 

Klausner  st epped down fro m the pres idency and 
agreed to  cont inue as a  Director .  I  was elect ed 
Pres ident  leaving open my pos it ions o f Vice -
Pres ident  and Directo r,  and Kayla Sapkota was 
e lect ed Vice -Pres ident .  Janice Tucker  stepped 
down fro m the board and was named as our  new 
Southwest  Operat ions Manager .  Jenn E ll is  has 
been e lect ed as a  Director .  Joyce Hoffmaster  
agreed to  st ay on as Secret ary as d id Bob Hoke 
as Treasurer .  We a lso  had the p leasure of 
award ing Fe llowships t o  Brenda Goodnight ,  
Dennis Novicky,  Dil lo n Fre iburger ,  and J im 
Rued in in t he Ozarks.  Char les Fox,  a  fo rmer  
Pres ident  and East ern Operat ions Manager  was 
awarded a Cer t ificat e o f Mer it .  I  ext end my ap-
prec iat ion and congratulat ions t o  all.  

Our reco rds suggest  we have over  1200 
members.  Many o f you may no t  know me be-
yo nd whatever  has been publ ished in t he  news-
let t er.  I  fir st  st art ed caving in 1968,  jo ining o r-
ganized caving in 1977 and the CRF in 1990.  
When I  jo ined the NSS via t he Dist r ict  of Co-
lumbia Grot to,  I  was quick ly int roduced to sur-
veying in Organ Cave.  Over  thir t y o f my maps 
were published in t he West  Virg inia Spe leo log i-
ca l Survey publ icat ion,  The Caves of  Pendleton 
County .  I  managed the John Guilday Caves Pre-
serve in West  Virg inia fo r  over  20 years.  I  have 
served 15 years as t he CRF East ern Operat ions 
Manager  and four  years as CRF Vice -Pres ident .  
and s ince my ret irement  from the government  
cont inue to  work on CRF car tography pr o ject s 
at  Mammoth Cave Nat iona l Park,  Hidden River  
Cave,  and Cumber land Gap Nat iona l His to r ica l 
Park in Kentucky,  Monongahe la Nat iona l Forest  
in West  Virg inia,  Car lsbad Caver n Nat iona l 
Park in New Mexico ,  Lava Beds Nat iona l Monu-
ment  in Ca l i fo rnia,  Buffa lo  River  in Arkansas,  
and the Ozarks Nat iona l Riverways in  Missour i.  
I  have a t er r ible memor y fo r  names,  but  I  hope 
to  meet  more o f you in t he coming years.  

 
 

On the Cover 

Dennis Novicky and Kr ist a Bart el we ld ing 
while do ing repa irs on the ent rance gat e at  
Cooks Cave,  in t he Sa lem Dist r ict ,  Reyno lds 
County,  Missour i.  Pho to by Mark Jones.  
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Hershe ll Adwell (1924 -1978)  took Kay and 
Stan Sides to  Adwell Cave in 1969.  St an took 
John Br idge and Denny Burns on a hike in the 
far m’s Hamilton Valle y in  about  1972 and found 
a low cave ent rance in t he va l ley bo t tom that  
has no t  been found aga in.  The far m then cons ist -
ed chie f ly o f open fie lds fo r  cat t le  graz ing fo r  
Hershe ll’s da ir y far m.  

Roger  McClure and Red Wat son purchased 
the Hershe l l Adwell far m fo r  CRF in 1992.  For  
more than t en years a ft erwards the area showed 
few s igns o f depress io ns o r  sinkho les.   

Commo n far ming pract ice was to  fil l  s ink-
ho les to  provide more far m ground o r to  be ut i-
l ized fo r  far m ponds if t hey cou ld be sea led su f-
f ic ient ly.   The pond be low CRF ’s main bu ild ing 
he ld water  to  t he leve l o f t he sp i l lway unt il 
about  t en years ago  when the water  leve l  began 
to drop. About  five years ago  it  was dr y most  o f 
t he year .  Since two  years ago  a ho le e ight  inches 
in d iameter  and at  least  five feet  deep has deve l-
oped.  We wil l l ike ly see more o f t hese open in 
t he future like McClure ’s Tractor  Trap and the 
Tire P it .   

Many cavers have combed the property over  
t he last  twent y-s ix year s.  Roger McClure ,  Red 
Wat son,  Richard Zopf,  St an S ides,  and a host  o f 
others hiked the then abandoned far m to  ident ify 
t he property boundar y and find any caves on 
CRF’s property.  In Februar y 2003 Red Wat son,  
Roger  McClure,  and Tom Brucker  invento r ied 
and gathered UTM data,  datum apparent ly NAD 
27,  on the many s inkho les in Hamilton Valley.   
Fred Douglas (1946 -2013) ,  Roger  McClure,  
Doug Alder man,  Norman War ne l l,  John Fe i l,  
Joyce Hoffmaster ,  and Dan Greger  espec ia l ly 
have devo ted hours to  opening severa l caves in 
t his l ist ing.  

The goal o f t his ar t ic le is  t o  br ie f ly summa-
r ize t he histo ry o f t he caves and karst  features 
t hat  have caught  our at t ent ion through the years.  
We ’re cer t ain many who  have worked hard in 
t he va l ley shou ld rece ive cred it  but  will be 
missed in t his report  because no  t r ip  report  o f 
t he ir  act ivit y was submit t ed.  Severa l fea tures 
have had flu id names lead ing to  confus io n fro m 
ear ly descr ipt ions in t he t r ip  report  fi le .  GPS 
locat ions reco rded ear lier  a lso  have uncer t ain 
datums and d if ferent  coordinat e syst ems.   

 We want  ever yone to  hike the property and 
f ind new caves,  to  enjo y CRF ’s beaut ifu l  prop-
er ty and wr it e a t r ip  report  fo r t he file s t o  docu-
ment  your  act ivit y.   GPS locat ions were updated 
dur ing the 2018 November  Annua l Board and 
Member ’s Meet ing,  and New Year ’s E xped it ion 
with John Fe i l,  Dan Greger ,  and the wr it ers vis-
it ing most  named locat ions.   

All GPS locat ions are UTM NAD83.  
 

Adwell Cave :   
The Arthur  Adwell (1880 -1967)  family l iv-

ing in the va lle y used Adwell Cave to  sto re 
it ems l ike vegetables and other  per ishable it ems.  
Hershe ll and his bro ther ,  Oscar  “Pete” (1914 -
2002) ,  both expressed how much they ha t ed be-
ing to ld by the ir  parent s to  ent er t he cave to  re-
t r ieve things.  When Hershe l l Adwell t ook Kay 
and Stan S ides t o  Adwell Cave in 1969 he would 
no t  ent er  it .  

Adwell is  t he only cave in Hamilton Valley 
that  is  a  p iece o f a  large t runk passage.  It  has 
been sur veyed twice by CRF,  and o ft en by West -
ern Kentucky Univer s it y ’s student s enro lled in 
Pat  Kambes is ’ car tography c lass.  The ent rance 
opens at  t he top o f a  t ermina l breakdown and 
leads to  a fo r mer ly decorat ed ceil ing break-
down.  Pieces o f flowstone co lumns pro trude 
fro m the breakdown.  The passage is 50 feet  wide 
by 12 feet  high.   The r ight  side floo r  leads to  a 
f lat  mud floo r  and connect s t hrough an opening 
in t he f lowstone curt ain.  The flat  area near  t he 
ent rance has been set  up with 24 re flectors as a  
t heodo lit e -surveyed ca l ibr at ion range fo r  Disto 
X inst rument s.  

The route to  t he le ft  goes down a dist ance o f 
about  20 feet  beyo nd the ent rance.  Remnant s o f 
a  st il l,  a  rust ing ga lvanized washtub top and 
other  meta l fragment s are a long the pathway.  An 
opening leads through the mass ive f lowstone 
cur t ain ext end ing d iagona l ly across t he t runk 
segment .  The cur t ain is  act ive ly be ing bathed in 
water  from a shor t  line o f sha llo w sur face s ink-
ho les in t he fence l ine no r th o f t he ent rance.  
The flowstone cur t ain is  about  20 feet  high by 
70 feet  wide.  Beyo nd the curt a in is  a  200 - foot  
segment  o f t runk passage 50 feet  wide by 20 
feet  high.  The poo ls coa lesce into a drain on the 
r ight  side o f t he passage,  and water  disappears 
under  a low rock ledge.  At t empt s to  fo llow the 
water  have no t  yet  revea led a dra in.   

Surface express io n o f t he end o f t he cave is 
in t he large wide sha l low co llapse depress io n 
between CRF’s bar n and the Adwell house.  St an 
S ides ran a sur face t raverse years ago  from the 
f ir st  cave survey dat a to  est ablish the su rface 
posit ion o f t he cave ’s mid -passage co lumn water  
source and the t ermina l breakdown locat io n 
when the fie lds were no t  overgrown.  

Dave West  has probed the r ight  s ide o f the 
far  end t ermina l breakdown,  and Roger  Brucker ,  
John Fe i l,  Dan Greger ,  and others dug along the 
r ight  wall o f t he ent rance t ermina l breakdown.  
This lat t er  tunne l ext ends about  65 feet  to  an 
end ing breakdown with a ir  blowing.  

Surveyed.  
16S 0585540  
4115832  

  

Caves and Named Karst Features in Cave Research Foundation’s  
Hamilton Valley, Kentucky 

By: Stan and Kay Sides, November 2018 
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Bitt le Sinkhole:   
Don Bit t le  dug open this s ink near  t he road 

to  t he va l ley behind the Tenant  House dur ing a 
CRF c leanup/ small cave survey.  Rick Olson hu-
morous ly named the d ig the “Bit t le  Int ernat ion-
a l S inkho le.” No enterable cave was encoun-
t ered.  
16S 0585237  
4115812  

 
Bitt le Sink:   

Don Bit t le  a lso  at t empted to  dig open a s ink 
40 feet  east  o f Bit t le  S inkho le.  No cave to  en-
t er,  but  should be per iod ica lly examined.  Bit t le  
S inkho le and Bit t le  S ink are near  t he pond d is-
cussed above.  
16S 0585253  
4115798  

 
C2:   

John Fe i l u sed his t racto r and cha ins t o  
mo ve large rocks out  o f a  promis ing s inkho le on 
the far  end o f t he va l ley near  t he hi lls ide  on 
Ju ly 4,  2001.  Dave West ,  Dusty and Bob Gulden 
ass ist ed in t he d igg ing.  The next  day Karen 
Wil lmes and John managed to  squeeze into a 
low wet  30 foot - lo ng cave.  Dave West ,  Veda 
DePaepe,  and the Gu ldens returned to  survey 
t he cave on November  29,  2002.  

Fred Douglas fur ther  took note o f t he near ly 
f il led cave ent rance while exp lo r ing Hamilton 
Valley bo t tom on December  14,  2012. Joyce 
Hoffmaster ,  Dan Greger ,  and John Fe i l ent ered 
the ent rance on Februar y 16,  2013 and found it  
had opened cons iderably s ince 2001.  Lynn and 
Roger  Brucker,  and Bill Baus returned March 
16,  2013 and again sur veyed the cave.  Fr om 
within the cave they found a meta l frame  in a 
ce il ing crack.  This was lat er  found to come 
fro m the nearby Paddy ’s P it  Ent rance.  

Surveyed.  
16S 0585802  
4116300  

 
Douglas Cave (C1):   

Fred Douglas and Doug Alder man found the 
cave October  12,  2012 and st art ed enlarg ing the 
ent rance.  They bu ilt  a  wooden st airway down 
into  the cave.  Gary Berdeaux used his backhoe 
to  enlarge the ent rance on October  13, 2012.  
Roger  Brucker and Fred Douglas surveyed the 
cave on Februar y 16,  2013,  and found a cave 
crayf ish in a poo l t hat  drains under  a ledge.  The 
cave bo t toms in a mud -f i l led bas in about  seven 
feet  in d iameter .  Douglas Cave is high above 
the East  Salt s E -survey wit h no  known re lat ion-
ship between the two caves.   

Surveyed.  
16S 0585769  
4116273  

 
Fred ’s Barn Dig:   

A t r ipod o f logs is  over  t he ho le t oday.  Fred 
devo ted many hours d igg ing here t o  t ry to  con-

Top:  McClure Pi t  wi th John Fei l ,  Dan Greger,  
and Kay Sides.  Middle:  John Fei l  at entrance to  
C2.  November,  2018.  Bottom: John Fei l  at  Pad-
dy's Pi t  Entrance.  Photos by Stan Sides.  
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of it s  proximit y to  t he Salt  Cave E -survey.  
16S 0585774  
4116432  
 
Watermelon Patch  

The Watermelo n Patch on the no rthwest  po r-
t ion o f t he property dra ins to  a sediment  and 
rock-f i l led s inkho le.  Dave Weller  blast ed boul-
ders in the ho le in 2001.  Digg ing by Red  Wat -
son revea led a dra in wit h no  access ib le passage.  
John Fe i l and Dan Greger  returned fo r  more dig-
g ing dur ing the 2014 Thanksg iving exped it ion 
with no  breakthrough.  
16S 0585594  
4116354  

  
Notes:   

The s inkho les in t he Water melo n Patch and 
Tracto r  Trap, Douglas Cave,  C2,  and Paddy ’s 
Pit  ent rance to  C2 are above the end o f t he far  
deeper  East  Salt s E -survey between approxi-
mate ly E -160 and E-168.  This has led to  much 
int erest  in t he s inkho les and s ink ing st reams in 
t his low down-d ip par t  o f Hamilton Valley.  

The deep s ink east  o f t he lane down into 
Hamilton Valle y near  t he fie ld st at ion has Tire 
P it .  We c leaned out  more than 30 t ires,  a  st eel 
bathtub,  fiberg lass shower  st all p ieces,  a  car  
door,  and asso rt ed househo ld rubbish from T ir e 
Pit  aft er  CRF purchased the property.   The T ire 
P it  sinkho le moves no t iceable a ir ,  but  digg ing 
by hand is t reacherous due to  many broken g lass 
jars.   

Roger  McClure S ink near  Fred ’s Bar n Dig 
has no t  had an opening at t empt .  Rad io locat ion 
o f t he end o f St an ’s Well shou ld ident ify t he 
best  cand idat e fo r  digg ing a back ent rance into 
the Well.   

Just  beyo nd the northern boundary on non -
CRF property is  a  sur veyed short  cave named 
Deer  Skull Cave found by Roger  McClur e and 
mapped by Roger ,  Johanna Kovar ik,  Dan Nolfi,  
Joyce Hoffmaster ,  and Dan Greger  on March 19,  
2006.   

Thanks to  Doug Alder man,  Roger and Lynn 
Brucker ,  Don Bit t le ,  John Fe il,  Jo yce Hoffmas-
t er,  Roger McClure,  Dan Greger .  and Bob Os-
bur n fo r  t he ir  comment s.   

nect  with t he St an’s Well passage sur veyed be-
yo nd Ba lcony shaft .  Fred encountered no  cave 
passage befo re his d igg ing e ffo r t  ended when he 
d ied Februar y 22,  2013.  Severa l add it io na l near-
by s inks might  actually be over  St an ’s Well,  
inc lud ing a sha llo w s inkho le named Roger  
McClure S ink near  t he hil ls ide edge to  the 
southwest .  
16S 0585446  
4116007  

 
McClure Pit :  

McClure P it  is  in t he hi l ls ide woods east  o f 
t he fie ld st at ion.  Roger  McClure found the p it  
sho r t ly a ft er  t he property was purchased and 
befo re t he bu i ld ings were const ruct ed.  Fred 
Douglas,  John Fe il,  Dan Greger ,  and others have 
deepened the open pit  to  a  depth o f over  30 feet  
with no  passage encountered - -  yet .  
16S 0585128  
4115451  
 
Paddy ’s Pit  Entrance:   

John Fe i l examined a s inkho le near  C2 on 
March 17,  2018 dur ing the St .  Patr ick ’s Day 
(hence,  “Paddy’s P it ’)  exped it ion.  Others had 
no t iced the s it e  s ince the ear ly days o f CRF ’s 
ownership,  but  recent  sed iment  remova l re-
vea led a narrow bedrock drain.  John opened the 
s lo t  on Saturday o f t he exped it ion and he,  Joyce 
Hoffmaster ,  and Madisyn Orr  crawled into a low 
wet  passage.  However ,  t hey shor t ly encountered 
dayl ight  ahead and d iscovered Paddy ’s P it  En-
t rance was a backdoor to  C2.  John hopes that  
fur ther  sed iment  remova l wil l lead to  more cave 
passage be ing unve i led at  t his low po int  in 
Hamilton Valle y.  Paddy ’s P it  was t ied to  t he C2 
survey in Apr i l 2018.  
16S 0585810  
4116279  
 
Tractor Trap:  

Roger  McClure was mowing the overgrown 
va l ley bo t tom on the John Deere 1010 t racto r 
and acc ident ly d iscovered this deep s inkho le by 
running into it .  Some d igg ing and rock remova l 
has no t  yie lded a passage that  can be ent ered,  
but  it  shou ld per iod ica lly be examined because 

Rober t  Ray Parr ish,  81,  passed away Januar y 
6,  2019. Born Januar y 6,  1938 in Cave Cit y,  
KY.  Rober t  was a 1957 graduate from DuPont  
Manua l High Schoo l.  He ret ired a ft er  41 years 
as a  communicat ions super viso r  fro m Lou isvi l le  
Gas and E lect r ic  and was a fa it h member  o f 
Souths ide Bapt ist  Church fo r  over  50 years.  
Rober t  was a fo rmer  square dancer ,  member  o f 
Airst ream Wally Bya m Club,  Cave Research 
Foundat ion and an Amateur  Rad io  operato r 

WB4IWZ.Rober t  is  sur vived by his lo ving wife 
o f 59 years Jud it h Howell Parr ish,  chi ldren 
Rona ld Parr ish (Linda)  and Chr istopher  Parr ish 
and granddaughter  Savannah Parr ish.  Vis it at ion 
wil l be he ld Thursday,  Januar y 10,  2019 fro m 3 -
6:30 pm at  Arch L.  Heady at  Resthaven Funera l 
Home,  4400 Bardstown Road, with a funera l 
service to  fo llow at  6:30 pm in the chape l.  Bur i-
a l wil l t ake p lace in Resthaven Memor ia l  Park 
Fr iday,  Januar y 11,  2019 at  11 am.  

Obituary for Robert Ray Parrish 

Passed away on January 6, 2019 
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REGIONAL EXPEDITION REPORTS 

Elmer’s Trench and Downflow Post Office Cave, 
Lava Beds National Monument, Tulelake, California, October 13-19, 2018 

By: Ed Klausner 

Three invest igato rs he ld a jo int  exped it ion 
to  Lava Beds Nat iona l Monument  fo r  six  survey 
days.   I  worked on Elmer ’s Trench and down 
f low Post  Office Cave,  Dave West  worked on 
Ba lcony/Bou levard flow,  and John T ins ley 
worked on Cra ig and Cra ig Temple,  p lus  ex-
p lo red the poss ibil it y o f 3D sampling to  d iffer -
ent iat e ages o f flows.   We were jo ined by E liza-
beth Mil ler ,  Karen Wil lmes,  Mark Jones,  Paul 
McMullen,  P ic Walenta,  Bil l Broecke l,  Mar ina 
Khananayev,  Dawn Ryan and Mark Whit e.   Sur-
vey t eams were det ermined by int erest  and abil-
it y each day.  

Day zero  was the day we ar r ived and s ince 
some o f us ar r ived ear ly in t he day,  Mar k Jones,  
Pau l McMullen and I  cont inued syst ematica l ly 
searching E lmer ’s Trench fo r  new caves and to  
survey any o f t he caves found in t he nearby area 
la st  Apr il by Mark Jones.   No new caves  were 
found.   One o f t he caves found last  Apr il  t urned 
out  to  be Rubble S lope Cave and was 56.2 feet  
lo ng.   Another  o f t he leads turned out  to  be le ss 
t han 40 feet  in length and was no t  surveyed.  

Elizabeth Miller ,  Karen Wil lmes,  Mark 
Jones,  and Pau l McMullen jo ined me fo r  day 
one in an at t empt  to  finish Dragon ’s Head and 
Dragon’s Ta le Caves.   We took two ropes and 
had p lans fo r  Paul and Mark to  r ig  t he second 
p it  in Dragon’s Head,  while E lizabeth,  Karen 
and I  surveyed to t he edge o f t he pit .   It  t urned 
out  t hat  t he pit /s lope was c limbable so  they 
checked the passage be low.   They had to  stop 
go ing fo rward due to  a number  o f bat s (70 or  so  
Townsends) .   The passage go ing back under  t he 
upper  leve l had no  bat s.   At  t his po int ,  what  
made the most  sense was fo r  Mark and Pau l to  
cont inue the survey o f The Dragon ’s Ta le whi le 
Elizabeth,  Karen and I  surveyed the passage be-
low without  bat s.   We got  a tot al o f 425.5 feet  
in Dragon’s Head.   Mark and Pau l fin ished The 
Dragon’s Ta le wit h 136.1 feet  to  fin ish that  
cave.  

On day two , Elizabeth Mil ler  and Dawn 
Ryan jo ined me at  Elmer ’s Trench.   Our  objec-
t ive was to  survey two o f t he caves Mark  Jones 
and Bil l Broecke l found this past  Apr il.   The 
f ir st  had a note t hat  it  was 100 feet  and was ma-
zy breakdown.   We named it  Mazy Breakdown 
Cave and go t  107.17 feet  o f survey a lo ng with 
102.6 feet  o f sur face sur vey t ying it  into 
Elmer ’s Midd le Br idge.   The near by cave lead 
was named Cashew Cave fo r  it s  shape and be-
cause E lizabeth and Dawn were t alk ing about  

Top:  Elizabeth Mil ler and Marina Khananayev 
at  Lava Beds.   Bottom: Bil l  Broeckel  in  a  newly 
found cave at  Lava Beds.  Photos by Ed Klaus-
ner.  
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cashews.   Names can be hard to  come by.   Cash-
ew cave gave us 57.15 feet  o f survey.   Fina l ly,  
we headed to a known cave (Ga lzer ’s 89X) 
which was report ed to  be 35 feet  as an est imated 
length.   Once we got  t here it  was 4:30 and the 
cave was much bigger  t han 35 feet .   We poked 
around and found the cave went  in t hree d irec-
t ions and would t ake far  more t ime to  survey 
t han we had.  Also  on day two,  Mark Jones and 
Pau l McMullen cont inued the syst emic search 
fo r  caves in E lmer ’s Trench.   The ir  leads wil l be 
surveyed lat er  in t he week.  

On day three,  Bil l Broecke l and Mark Whit e 
jo ined me in t he survey o f severa l caves in 
Elmer ’s Trench.   Mark Jones and Pau l McMul-
len a lso  were in E lmer ’s Trench,  but  t hey were 
do ing the syst emat ic search fo r  caves (and found 
many. )  

The fir st  object ive was Glaeser ’s 87X.   This 
cave is no ted on one o f t he maps o f E lmer ’s 
Trench but  not  in t he Monument ’s dat a.   I t  was 
90.7 feet  o f sur vey.   We t ied this into  t he brass 
cap at  Fumaro le Cave (357.8 feet  o f sur face sur-
vey. )  

We next  surveyed Three Ent rance Cave,  
found yest erday by Mark Jones and Pau l 
McMullen.   We got  43.5 feet  o f sur vey.   Fina l ly,  
we surveyed Glaeser ’s 89X that  we located the 
previous day but  d idn’ t  have the t ime to  survey.   
Glaeser ’s 89X turned out  to  be complex and we 
got  153.78 feet  o f survey.  

Karen and Mark Jones jo ined me in E lmer ’s 
Trench fo r  day four  o f t he exped it io n.   The p lan 
was to  check the leads that  Mark and Pau l found 
ear lier  in t he week.   Many were too smal l,  but  
were no ted.   Three o f t he caves qua l if ied  (were 
at  least  40 feet  long) .   The most  int r igu ing was 
Devi l’s Ce l lar  Cave.   The sur face seemed to  be 
a thin lo be o f t he Devil ’s Ho mestead Flow,  but  
t he int er io r  was part  o f Elmer ’s flow.   We got  
50.36 feet  o f sur vey.  

Next  was Coral Annex which was only 25 
feet  fro m Coral Cave and we t ied it  to  Coral 
Cave.   It  was 55.9 feet .   Fina l ly,  Amoeba Cave 
was surveyed and it  was 59.1 feet  o f survey  

Thursday was the day to  return to  t he down 
f low Post  Office Cave area.   E lizabeth,  Pau l,  
Mar ina Khananayev (Bio logy Technic ian  fo r  t he 

Monument ) ,  and I  st art ed at  Dragon ’s Head 
Cave and d id a sur face sur vey to  Schonchin 
Cave.   Elizabeth showed Mar ina how to  use a 
compass,  c lino ,  DistoX2,  and how to set  st at ion.    

When we st ar t ed to  survey the t rench in 
front  o f Sconchin Cave,  we no t iced that  t he 
grot to  up flow was actua lly a cave.   We named 
it  E mera ld Moss Cave and go t  84.99 feet  o f sur-
vey.   Aft er  surveying the t rench between Emer-
a ld Moss Cave and Schonchin Cave,  we st art ed 
the survey o f Schonchin Cave.   Aft er  a  few sur-
vey sho t s we saw two  bat s and abandoned the 
survey unt il we return to  Lava Beds next  year .    

On our  fina l day,  Mark Jones and Karen 
jo ined me at  Elmer ’s Trench to  survey the cave 
Mark found ear l ier  in t he week.   On the way,  we 
found an add it io na l cave named Rubble Trouble 
Cave,  but  due to  t he two bat s encountered,  we 
saved the cave fo r  lat er  survey.   It  has over  100 
feet  o f sur vey.    

Next  was the new cave,  named Pocket  Cave 
and we got  61.1 feet  o f sur vey.   I t  was in t he 
same t rench as E lmer ’s Alcove,  so  we surveyed 
the t rench as we ll as E lmer ’s Alcove.   Elmer ’s 
Alcove was complex and we got  182.25 feet  o f 
survey p lus 96.8 feet  o f t rench sur vey.   Karen 
and I  went  back to  t he RC while Pau l jo ined 
Mark to  cont inue searching fo r  caves in t he area 
of E lmer ’s Alcove.  

John T ins ley was able to  jo in us fo r  t he f ir st  
par t  o f t he exped it io n.  On the fir st  day o f cav-
ing,  he took Pic Walenta to  Craig Cave to  fie ld 
check a few it ems and gave her  an o r ient at ion to  
Lava Beds geo logy.  

On the second day,  he met  with Kat r ina 
Smith to  ar range fo r  execut ion o f a  mod if ied RP 
fo r  co llect ion o f basa lt  o f Mammoth Cra t er 
chemica l co mposit ion in t hree d imens io ns.    

On day three,  he took Pic Walenta to  a few 
more key LABE loca lit ies.  

On his last  day,  he st ayed at  t he RC t ending 
to  paperwork, complet ing a USGS review fo r  a  
co lleague and then vis it ed Sent ine l Cave  to  lo -
cat e potent ia l sample s it es in upper ,  midd le and 
lower  leve ls.    

I t ’s always a p leasure working at  t he Monu-
ment  and we have p lans fo r  two exped it ions in 
2019.  
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The dreadfu l ho t  and wet  weather  last  summer  
gave way to much coo ler  t emps this fa ll,  insp ir -
ing fo lks t o  get  out  and hit  t he hi lls  (o r  more 
proper ly,  p lat eaus) .   

 
OZARK NATIONAL SCENIC RIVERWAYS  
CRF Ozarks works wi th the Ozark Nat ional  Sce-
nic Riverways (NPS)  under a cooperat ive cave 
management  agreement .  Trips usual ly or iginate 
f rom the Winona of f ice of  the Mark Twain Na-
t ional  Forest .  

September 29,  2018:  
Three crews went  to  BBS Cave on the upper  

Current  River  to  cont inue the sur vey.  The long 
water  crawl d id it s  damage,  but  t he crews man-
aged to get  about  560’ surveyed in a 12 -hour  
e ffo r t .  Part ic ipant s inc luded:  Dan Lamping,  Joe 
S ikorsk i,  Der ik Ho lt mann,  Ben Mil ler ,  Bob 
Lerch,  Andy Lerch,  Aaron So les,  Br ian Hamm, 
Matt  Tomlinso n,  and Cody Munday.  

October 20,  2018:  
Jo int  agency t r ip  on MDC land within the 

park.  See be low.  

October 29,  2018:  
Dennis Novicky and Brenda Goodnight  fin-

ished up the pro file  fo r  McCubbin Ho llo w Cave 
near  t he upper  Jacks Fork River .  

October 30,  2018:  
Ken Grush and Scot t  House monito red seven 

caves on the upper  Jacks Fork and surveyed one 
of them,  a previous ly undescr ibed archaeo log i-
ca l s it e .  

October 31,  2018:  
Don Dunham and Mark Jones monito red 

Boot leggers Cave near  Round Spr ing.  They fo l-
lowed that  with a gat e check on Round Spr ing 
Cave,  lubr icat ing the lock and mo nito r ing a 
near by st ream cave.  Last ly t hey mo nito red a 
cave at  Pullt it e  campground.  Files work went  on 
at  t he Winona o ffice,  keep ing Scot t  and Ken 
busy.  

November 1,  2018:  
Scot t  and Don monito red two caves near  t he 

upper  Jacks Fork.   

November 2,  2018:  
Scot t ,  Ken,  and Don surveyed c lose to  400 

feet  in a  pr ivat e ly -owned cave at  t he Riverways 
boundar ies.  The cave feature large passages a f-
t er an anno ying ent rance crawl.  

December 14,  2018:  
Mark Jones,  Kr ist a Bar t el,  Dennis Novicky,  

and Brenda Goodnight  monito red Bear  Cave and 
other  access ib le caves in Bar n Hollow,  off t he 
upper  Jacks Fork.  Deep poo ls o f water  in  t he 
canyo n kept  t hem fro m get t ing to  others.  

Elsewhere on the same day,  a  t r ip  mo nit o red 
two  MDC caves (see be low)  within the author-
ized boundar ies.  

 
BUFFALO NATIONAL RIVER  
CRF work at  Buf falo Nat ional River (NPS)  is  
f aci l i tated through a cooperat ive cave manage-
ment ,  survey,  and bat moni toring agreement .  
Report  by Kayla Sapko ta  

September 1,  2018:  
Pradeep and Kayla Sapko ta surveyed Los t  

Va lley Ridge Cave #2 and Lost  Valley Ridge 
Cave #6 unt il t he seed t icks fina l ly won the ir  
ded icat ed bat t le .    

On the same day,  Mat t  Covington,  Elizabeth 
Covington,  Wil l Covington,  and Nate Covington 
bio -monito red Jasper - in -June Cave,  with t he 
bo ys lead ing the survey and find ing so me cave 
l ife ,  but  no  "baby bears," much to Nate 's  dis-
may!   Corey Maize,  Jesse Yazzet t i,  Jamie 
Yazzet t i,  Mike Scr ieber ,  Br idget t e  Groves,  and 
Jason Groves t rave led to  t he base o f Cl if f Ho l-
low,  fight ing the heat  and seed t icks,  as we ll.  
The t eam bio -mo nito red Slant  Cave but  had 
some GPS diff icu lt ie s and were unable to  make 
it  to  t he others.   Jennifer  E ll is ,  Ha i Truong,  and 
Kei Masuzawa mo nito red Chimney Rock Mine 
Cave.  

September 2,  2018:  
Jennifer  E ll is ,  Jamie Yazzet t i,  Jesse Yazzet -

t i,  Ha i Truong,  and Kei Masuzawa bio -
mo nito red Copperhead Cave.  

September 9,  2018:  
Cindy Darrow and LeeAnn Duch mo nito red 

Ind ian Rockhouse Cave,  no t ing so me new graf-
f it i.  

September 15,  2018:  
Mark Jones,  Brandon Van Dalsem,  and Lan-

don Downing searched fo r  Stoops Pit  and Ship-

Ozark Operations Activities, September-December 2018 

By: Scott House, with reports by Kayla Sapkota 

Entrance to  Indian Rockhouse Cave.  Photo by 
Matt  Beeson.  
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man Cave but  were unable t o  locat e eit her  aft er  
an ext ens ive search.   The t eam bio -mo nito red 
Water fa l l P it  #1,  Waterfa l l P it  #2 and Waterfa l l 
P it  #3.   The t eam a lso  locat ed a new cave that  
d id no t  match any exist ing descr ipt ions and that  
was higher  up on the r idge.   They sur veyed this 
one and named it  Foursome Cave.   Kayla  Sapko-
t a and Ca leb Schlager  st art ed the map o f Dog 
Man S ink.   Treavor Bussard and Nathan Blades 
surveyed Ketchup Cave near by.   D illo n Fre i-
burger ,  Corey Maize,  and Kyle Kape l la fin ished 
the survey o f Dog Man Cave.   Mark Brooks, Co-
dy Brooks,  and Tim Morgan returned to  Summer  
Cave to  finish the pro fi le  o f t he main pas-
sage.   Jess ica Wheat ley,  Casey Jard ing,  and 
James Gou ld hiked out  to  Tea Table Ridge and 
surveyed Tea Table Ridge Cave,  locat ing  an in-
t erest ing asso rtment  o f hog bones in t he cave.  

September 16,  2018:  
Brandon Van Dalsem and Landon Downing 

returned to  search fo r  Stoops Pit  and Shipman 
Cave but  were aga in unsuccessfu l.  

October 12,  2018:  
Matt  Beeson surveyed Roadcut  So lut ion 

Hole and the fir st  part  o f Twent y -Nine and a 
Ha lf Cave.  

October 13,  2018:  
Kayla Sapko ta,  Amber  Roder ick,  J immy 

Gore,  and Stacy Scher man fin ished the survey 
o f Dog Man S ink,  which ended up be ing much 
more ext ens ive than expected.   Dil lo n Fr e i-
burger ,  Aaron Thompson,  and Treavor  Bussard 

surveyed Cracked Blu ff Cave and locat ed/
mo nito red Stromata lit e  S ink and Cong lo merat e 
Cave.   Mat t  Beeson,  Brandon Van Dalsem,  
Char lyn Dyson,  and Sammy Wentz fin ished the 
survey o f Twent y-Nine and Half Cave and bio -
mo nito red Panther  Cave,  Ind ian Rock She lt er ,  
and Buffa lo  Po int  Cave.  

October 20,  2018:  
Corey Maize and Jon -Michae l McGee lo cated 

a new blu ff she lt er  - -  Southwest  Blu ff She lt er  - -  
and r idgewalked the upper  Cli f f Ho llow/
Chimney Rock area.  

October 22,  2018:  
Josh Brewer  and Sarah Arp in surveyed Slo t  

Canyo n Karst .  

November 23,  2018:  
Kayla Sapko ta,  Pradeep Sapkota,  Sam Coll i-

er ,  and Rhet t  Finley sur veyed on George Ridge,  
locat ing severa l c lut ches o f sa lamander  
eggs.   Brandon Van Dalsem,  Dil lo n Fre iburger ,  
and Corey Maize sur veyed Lost  Valley Ridge 
Cave #1.   The crew enjo yed a fabu lous Thanks-
g iving - le ftovers "po t luck" that  evening.  

November 24,  2018:  
Jess ica Wheat ley and Shi lo h Walden moni-

to red severa l caves in t he Arr ington Creek ar -
ea.   Corey Maize,  Aaron Thompson,  and Treavor  
Bussard returned to  Miner 's  Crack and lo cat ed 
add it iona l passage ; t he crew opted to  return with 
a t eam bet t er  suit ed fo r  t he ver t ica l complexit ies 
o f t he survey next  month.   Kayla Sapkota,  Pra-
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deep Sapkota,  and Sam Coll ier  sur veyed Tin 
Can Cave,  Centerpo int  She lt er  (a  new feature),  
Seven Sna ils Cave,  and Cli ff Ho llow Mine 
Cave.   Brandon Van Dalsem,  Mark Brooks,  and 
Sammy Wentz surveyed Obscure Cave,  Memor i-
a l Day Cave,  and Monday the 28th Cave,  
sket ching one cave each.   Er ic Her t z ler  and 
Rhet t  Finley co mplet ed the survey o f Milk Cow 
Cave but  a lso  locat ed some ver y new gra ff it i in  
t he cave,  which was report ed to  t he NPS.  

 
MARK TWAIN NATIONAL FOREST  
CRF work on Mark Twain Nat ional  Forest  (U.S.  
Forest  Service)  is  performed through a pair of  
cooperat ive agreements covering inventory,  
survey,  moni toring,  and gat ing. The Mark Twain 
covers 1.5 mil l ion acres,  and the bulk of  i t  con-
tains caves.  Much recent  work has been focused 
on three forest  districts:  Ava, Cassvi l le ,  and 
Eleven Point .  Most  trips are based at  the 
Winona of f ice but  the Timbers Resort  in  Shel l  
Knob MO has been home for several  remote 
trips on the Cassvi l le  District .  

September 20 -21,  2018:  
J im Coo ley began ano ther  gat ing pro ject  in 

t he Cassvi l le  d ist r ict  by dr iv ing and load ing up 
gat ing equ ipment  to  st age it .  

September 22,  2018:  
Kayla Sapko ta,  Dona ld Locander ,  and Kyle 

Moore surveyed three caves in t he Cassvi l le  
d ist r ict ,  Barry County MO,  t rying to  whit t le  

down the lengthy do  list .  Meanwhile,  Dil lo n 
Fre iburger ,  Aaron Thompson,  and Corey Maize 
surveyed ano ther  nearby cave befo re moving to  
beg in the survey o f Mosqu ito Squadron P it ,  
which turned out  to  be deep desp it e  beg inning 
at  t he bot tom of a lo s ing ho llow.  

September 23,  2018:  
Matt  and Amanda Beeson surveyed two  

caves in a d if ferent  part  o f t he Cassvil le ,  but  
st il l  in Barr y Count y.  They a lso  monito red three 
more caves and det ermined that  one cave  is no t  
on FS land.  

September 25 -29,  2018:  
The last  gat e on Rad ium Cave,  Cassvi l le  

d ist r ict ,  Barry County,  was st ar t ed and complet -
ed by a vet eran crew o f J im Coo ley,  Aaron 
Thompson,  Ar t  Med ley,  Jay Br idgewater ,  Jeff 
Bowman,  Ju lie Swetnam,  Adr ian Danie ls ,  Joe 
Will iams,  and T yler  Smit h.  

September 27,  2018:  
Chad McCain cont inued the survey o f J im 

Ridge Cave,  Wil low Spr ings d ist r ict ,  Howell 
County MO.  Aft er  near ly 200 feet  o f addit io na l 
survey the cave cont inued,  gr im,  so  Chad is 
contemplat ing a return.  

September 30,  2018:  
Matt  and Amanda Beeson surveyed two  more 

caves and monito red another  st il l in  t he Cass-
vi l le  d ist r ict .  
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October 21,  2018:  
Matt  and Amanda looked fo r  a  miss ing cave 

(st il l miss ing a ft er  yet  another  effo r t )  and sur-
veyed and monito red ano ther  one,  all in t he 
Cassvi l le  d ist r ict .  

October 30,  2018:  
Back on the Eleven Po int  Dist r ict ,  Dennis 

Novicky and Brenda Goodnight  surveyed  one 
small cave but  could no t  get  to  another  without  
a canoe or  other  boat .  

October 30 -November 6,  2018  
Once more into  the breach:  J im Coo ley and 

gang bu ilt  a  large fence gat e around the p it  en-
t rance o f But ler  Ho llow Cave in t he Cassvi l le  
d ist r ict .  Part ic ipant s inc luded,  but  were no t  lim-
it ed to :  Jay Br idgewater ,  Jimmy Weese,  Aaron 
Thompson,  Joe Wil l iams,  Kirst en Alvey,  and 
Car los Cunha.  They go t  ‘er  done.  

November 3,  2018:  
While t he gat ing was go ing on Jon Beard,  

Dil lo n Fre iburger ,  and Matt  Bumgardner  
mapped so me hundreds o f feet  in But ler  Ho llow 
Cave.  Later ,  bo rrowing Aaron Tho mpson fro m 
the gat ing crew,  t hey went  to  Mosqu ito Squad-
ron to  at t empt  to  drop the pit ,  but  t he p it  disap-
peared out  o f s ight  and must  be we ll over  100 
feet  deep.  Meanwhile,  Mick Sut ton,  Sue Hagan,  
and Mat t  Beeson surveyed 700+ feet  in a  dif fer -
ent  part  o f But ler  Ho llow Cave.  

Scot t  House,  Ken Grush,  and Don Dunham 
hiked fo r  some miles and sur veyed three caves,  
two  o f t hem new,  in t he Wil low Spr ings d ist r ict ,  
Howell Count y.  

November 4,  2018:  
Two crews o f Jon Beard,  Mick Sut ton,  Matt  

Bumgardner ,  Matt  Beeson and Sue Hagan con-
t inued mapp ing in But ler  Hollow Cave.  The 
cave is t a ll and narrow and ver y int erest ing with 
a near  maze p lan.  

November 17,  2018:  
Fo llowing up on a cave lead,  Dan Lamping,  

Joe Sikorsk i,  Der ik Ho lt mann,  Tony Schmit t ,  
J im Rued in,  T yler  Skaggs,  Richard Whit es ide,  
and Many Leroux went  to  a pit  deep in the E lev-
en Po int  d ist r ict .  The cave was mapped a t  a  lit -
t le  over  250’ while an invento ry was done at  t he 
same t ime.  

November 18,  2018:  
Cra ig Will iams,  Pau l Konrad,  Jess i Schoe-

newies,  and Kir st en Carro ll mo nito red two  ar -
chaeo log ica l s it e  caves in t he Ro lla -Houston 
d ist r ict ,  Pulask i Count y.   

November 22,  2018:  
Dil lo n Fre iburger ,  Aaron Thompson,  and  

Garret t  Thompson fina l ly reached the bo t tom of 
Mosqu ito Squadron Pit  in t he Cassvi l le  dist r ict .  
However ,  t he crew ran shor t  o f rope pads in t he 
jagged canyo n o f a  p it ; D i llo n remo ved his e l-
bow and knee pads and used them fo r  t emporary 
pads.  However ,  with such a syst em,  t hey dec id-

ed to  return with more pads (they took 9 o r 10 
p lus t he persona l pads)  at  another  t ime.   

November 24,  2018:  
Matt  Beeson,  plus his brother  Mike and fa-

ther  Bud,  along with Jon Beard returned to  But-
ler  Ho llow Cave and sur veyed ano ther  550’ of 
complicat ed canyo n in two  crews.  As usua l with 
resurveys,  newly d iscovered passage was  a lso  
mapped.  

November 26,  2018:  
Matt  returned to  But ler  Ho llow to  re inst a ll a  

lock on the gat e.  

November 30,  2018:  
Mark Jones,  Ken Grush,  and Brandon Van-

Dalsem surveyed two  caves and mo nito red two 
more,  a ll in  t he Cassvil le  d ist r ict .  

December 1,  2018:  
Jon Beard and Mark Jones sur veyed S lug  

Cave on the Cassvi lle  d ist r ict  and monit o red 
ano ther  nearby cave.  Meanwhile and no t  too far  
away,  Brandon VanDalsem and Dil lo n Fr ieburg-
er  surveyed and monito red five caves t ha t  had 
been found a couple o f years ago  and were hid-
ing fro m the do list .  Also  nearby,  Mick Sut ton 
and Sue Hagan d id an extens ive bio - invento ry 
and mo nito r ing o f dampish (okay,  wet )  Rad ium 
Cave.  

December 2,  2018:  
Mick,  Sue,  Jon,  and Ken Grush d id bio -

Sammy Wentz exi t ing a cave on the Buf falo Na-
t ional .  Photo by Mark Brooks.  
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Clockwise from upper left :  Josh Brewer in  Slot  Canyon Karst .  Photo by Sarah Arpin;  Amanda and 
Matt  Beeson surveying and moni toring a shel ter in  Barry County,  Missouri .  Photo by Amanda 
Beeson;  Evening cave data work by Mark Jones,  Ken Grush and Jon Beard at rental  cabin,  Barry 
County;  Dil lon Freiburger points to  Pierson/Northvie w contact  in  Barry County.  Photo by Mark 
Jones;  Hog Skul l  in Tea Table Ridge Cave.  Photo by James Gould.  
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invento ry on four  pr io r it y caves in t he Cassvi l le  
d ist r ict .  All proved to  be bio log ica l ly r ich s ince 
they had so me water  in an o therwise dr y t errain.  
At  t he same t ime,  about  t en miles away in t he 
same d ist r ict ,  Mark, Dil lo n,  Aaron Tho mpson,  
and Kr ist a Bart e l monito red one known cave 
while find ing two more new ones.  Surveys were 
begun in bo th,  but  one cont inues and wil l re-
qu ire a return t r ip .  

December 3,  2018:  
Jon,  Ken,  and Mark were jo ined by Sco t t  

House fo r  a  monito r ing t r ip  to  five more caves 
in t he Cassvi l le  d ist r ict .  Two  caves were a lso  
surveyed.  

December 11 -12,  2018:  
After  a  day o f preparat ion at  t he Wino na  

ranger  st at ion,  Mark Jones,  Dennis Novicky,  
and Kr ist a Bart e l repa ired the gat e on a gray bat  
maternit y co lony in t he Sa lem Dist r ict ,  Reyn-
o lds Count y.  While t hey were busy do ing this,  
inc lud ing fer r ying equ ipment  in a jon boat ,  
Mick Sut ton and Brenda Goodnight  did a  de-
t ailed bio - invento ry o f t he cave.  They d id find 
some lit t le  brown bat s in res idence,  a  rarit y.  

December 13,  2018:  
Mark and Kr ist a spent  t he day c leaning and 

repa ir ing and repack ing gat ing equ ipment  at  
Wino na.  

 
MISSOURI DEPT.  OF CONSERVATION  
CRF work on lands administered by the Mis-
souri  Department  of  Conservat ion is done 
through a series of  special  use permits to  CRF 
and the Missouri  Speleological  Survey.   

October 6,  2018:  
J im Rued in,  Al ic ia Wallace,  and Kathy Sov-

u lewsk i mo nito red three caves in t he Huzzah 
Conser vat ion Area us ing canoes on Courto is 
(pronounced coat -away)  Creek and the Meramec 
River .  

October 20,  2018:  
J im Rued in,  Alic ia Wallace,  and Der ik Holt -

mann monito red two caves on MDC land  that  
are within o r  close to  t he author ized boundar ies 
o f t he Ozark Riverways.  The p leas ing highl ight  
was the d iscover y o f severa l hundred t rans ient  
gray bat s in one o f t he caves.  

November 29,  2018:  
Jon Beard accompanied MDC bio log ist  

Rhonda Rimer  and bat  bio log ist  Jeanet t e Ba iley,  
p lus severa l more MDC personne l t o  Lower  
Burnt  Mil l Cave in Camden Count y fo r  a  moni-
to r ing t r ip .  

December 1,  2018:  
Dan Lamping,  Joe Sikorsk i,  Der ik Ho tmann,  

Jeremy Weih,  Mark Andr ich,  Korey Har t ,  and 
Tom Panian a ll ventured into  Love Cave,  Craw-
fo rd County near  t he Meramec River ,  to  cont in-
ue the survey and t idy up previous no tes.  The 
cave is r igo rous,  requir ing one to  “ lo ve”  caves 
in o rder  to  cont inue.  

December 14,  2018:  
Scot t  House and Ken Grush took MDC bat  

bio log ist  Kathr yn Wo mack to two  caves within 
the Ozark Riverways boundar ies.  One o f t he 
caves proved to be over ly wet  to  cont inue in,  
but  t he other  was harbor ing Ind iana and gray 
bat s in reco rd numbers.  

December 15,  2018:  
J im Rued in led t en others out  into t he wilds 

o f Texas County’s Gist  Ranch Conser vat io n to  
re locat e,  invento ry,  and monito r  five caves t hat  
have been lost  fo r  years.  Aft er  miles o f hik ing 
fo r  many hours in t he mist  and ra in,  t he caves 
are st il l lo st  but  it  is  now known where they are 
no t .  

 
ELSEWHERE  
Berome Moore Syst em,  Perry Count y MO  
Owned by the Missouri  Caves and Karst  Con-
servancy,  this project  is  headed up by Chad 
McCain.  

November 8,  2018:  
Chad McCain,  Br ian Biggs,  Mark Brooks,  

Cody Brooks, Sammy Wentz,  Gary Resch,  and 

Welding in  progress at  f ence gate on Butler 

Hol low Cave.  Photo by Jim Cooley .  
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Alex Lit sch fo rmed up three t eams to cont inue 
survey in t he Moore Cave syst em,  bo th Berome 
and Tom.  The long day ’s e ffo r t s net t ed more 
than 950’ of sur vey,  most  o f it  new.  
December 8,  2018:  

Jeremy Weih,  Br ian Biggs,  Aust in Brooks,  
and Mark Brooks toughed it  out  in Dorothy 
Taylo r  Cave,  a  Moore syst em t r ibutar y.  Work-
ing in two crews they net t ed about  200’ in a  
passage ca l led The Most  Horr ible Crawl (do not  
let  t his d issuade you fro m he lp ing) .  

 
Bull Shoa ls Reservo ir  
October 16,  2018:  

Jon Beard accompanied T y Fowler  (US 
Corps o f Eng ineers)  on a monito r ing t r ip  to  
Beaver  Creek Cave in Taney Count y (within the 
Bu ll Shoa ls Lake property) .  This was a fo llow -
up to  a recent  rescue at  t he cave.  

 
Onyx Cave,  Howell Count y MO  
A privately owned cave is being surveyed under 
the leadership of  Mark Brooks.  

September 21 -22,  2018:  
Mark Brooks met  Spike Crews at  Onyx Cave 

to  discuss t he var ious o ld surveys o f t he cave 
and p lan new work.  They a lso  took a deta iled 
look at  t he area l geo logy.  The next  day,  Mark 
in it iat ed a new survey o f t he histo r ic sec t ion o f 
t he cave,  net t ing so me 500+ feet .  

December 15,  2018:  
Mark Brooks, Cody Brooks,  and Sammy 

Wentz cont inued sur veys in Onyx Cave,  accom-
panied by a ne ighbor ’s dog. The survey is re-
vea l ing the int r icac ies o f large caves deve loped 
in t he Roubidoux Format ion (Ordovic ian) .  

 
Three Forks Cave Pro ject ,  Ada ir  Count y OK  
Owned by the Russel l  f amily adjacent  to  the NSS 
Russel l  Preserve,  CRF is mapping the caves un-
der the leadership of  Mark Jones.  

November 2,  2018:  
Mark Jones,  Dennis Novicky,  and J immy 

Gore surveyed so me 300 feet  accessed through 
the Washtub Ent rance.  

November 3,  2018:  
Mark,  Dennis,  and J immy were jo ined by 

Rit a Worden to  survey an area known as t he 
Muddy Maze,  a lso  accessed through the Wash-
t ub Entrance.  They tot aled 350 feet  o f new sur-
vey.  

November 4,  2018:  
Mark,  Dennis,  and Rit a were jo ined by own-

er  Clayton Russe ll t o  survey in Bearcrawl Cave,  
ad jacent  to  Three Forks Cave.  Aft er  surveying 
300’ of muddy passage,  t hey stopped fo r t he 
day.  Dennis pushed ahead a short  dist ance and 
found himse lf in a  larger  passage wit h a survey 
st at ion –  a mapped passage in T hree Forks Cave 
it se l f.  T he o ffic ia l t ie  o f t he connect ion wil l 
have to  wait  fo r  t he next  exped it io n.  

Mammoth Cave: Independence Day Expedition, June 29-July 8, 2018 

By:  Dave West 

The 2018 Independence Day exped it io n saw 
24 part ie s go  out  dur ing the week.  We aga in 
host ed four  Eagle Scout s,  int roducing them to  
pro ject  caving.  The ir  presence enabled some 
t r ips t hat  might  not  have happened otherwise,  
and they were able t o  get  an idea o f t he var ious 
aspect s o f cave -re lat ed sc ience.  A tot al o f 42 
people acco mplished 5,053 feet  o f survey:   
3 ,417 feet  o f new survey and 1,636 feet  o f re-
survey.  

The week began with Pat  Kambes is g iving a 
two -day sket ching c lass fo r  five o f our mem-
bers.  Can't  have too  many sket chers.  I t  was ex-
pect ed they wou ld back sket ch lat er  in t he week,  
but  not  all were able t o  remain wit h us.  

Nine par t ies went  to  Co lossa l Cave.  John 
Delong and Kayla Sapkota led three par t ie s to  
Aust in Avenue fo r  resurvey.  Dave West ,  Kayla 
Sapkota,  and Bil l Koerschner  led three par t ies 
to  t he Bedqu ilt  Route fo r resurvey.  A bad t ie - in  
was d iscovered in t he Bedqu i lt  Route,  moving 
the survey 45 feet .  Tom Brucker  and John 
DeLong led two part ie s to  t he Be lfr y area to  
survey leads and resur vey o thers.  John DeLong 
led a par ty to  a Sandy Crawl near  t he Sandstone 
Tumbledown.  

Five par t ie s went  to  Roppel Cave.  Ed Klaus-
ner  led two part ie s to  Roppel Junct ion and Ya-
hoo  Avenue fo r  mop up survey.  Ho lly McClin -
tock led a par ty to  Lower Elys ian Way fo r mop 
up survey.  Bi l l Koerschner  led a par ty t o  con-
t inue the resurvey o f The Fleeceway.   Tom 
Brucker  led a par ty to  Western Kentucky Ave-
nue to  survey Tom ’s “ho t  lead”.  I t  quick ly 
p lugged with mud.  They found other  t hings to  
do  in t he area and came back wit h a bit  over  30 
feet  o f new survey.  

Two part ies went  to  Salt s Cave.  Bi l l 
Koerschner  led a par ty to  cont inue sur vey in 
East  Salt s,  and Mick Sut ton led a par ty to  Finch 
Avenue to  survey s ide leads there.  

Two part ies went  to  Proctor  Cave.  Bob Os-
bur n led a par ty downst ream in Hawkins River  
to  a breakout  dome fo r  some mopup survey.  One 
lead cont inued,  and Tony Kroes led a par ty 
t here lat er  in t he week to fin ish it .  

Ed Klausner  led a s ing le par ty to  Histo r ic 
Mammoth to  reso lve numerous smal l leads in 
Grat z,  Calypso ,  Br iggs,  and the Labyr int h.  They 
f inished up many,  but  did no t  get  to  t he Laby-
r inth.  

 



16  

 

Keely Owens led two part ie s to  Wilson Cave 
to  fur ther  t he survey there,  cont inu ing work be-
yo nd the Netherdomes and into  Not  Kansas.  

Bil l Koerschner  led two  part ie s into  Hidden 
River  Cave to  survey leads in Whiskey Way.  
The two  leads connected,  but  t he connec t ion 
was a pond with only min imal a ir space,  so  no 
sho t  was t aken to  close the loop.  

David and Jeanet t e  Gr iff it h aga in led our  
scout s to  Great  Onyx Cave to  cont inue his bee-
t le  stud ies t here.  

The ent rance passage in St an ’s Well had 
co llapsed,  prevent ing ent r y to  most  o f t he cave.  
St an Sides led a par ty t o  beg in the process o f 
rega ining ent ry.  

This year ,  camp management  was led by Ka-
ren Wil lmes.  She was ass ist ed by Ed Klausner ,  
who  he lped her  with breakfast  ever y day,  Tony 
Kroes,  who  prepared a st ir  fr y d inner ,  and Mike 
Cichersk i,  who  cooked lasagna so  Karen could 
go  caving,  and he and Bil l St ee le prepared a 
sandwich d inner  one evening as we ll.  Pat  Kam -
bes is prepared d inner  fo r  our July 4th ce lebra-
t ion.  Kayla Sapko ta,  John,  Everet t ,  and Bonnie 
DeLong a lso  pit ched in to  he lp in t he k it chen.  
Jeanet t e  Gr iff it h is  a lways a big he lp in camp.  
Rick Olson took t ime out  to  ass ist  with t he 
keys.  Many thanks to  t hem a l l fo r  he lp ing to  
make the exped it ion a success.  

C ol os s a l  C ave —A us t i n A ve nue :  1 )  J ohn  D e Lon g ,  M i -
cha el  C i ch ers k i ,  Sa m P ol l a ck ,  M a x R enne r ;  2 )  J ohn  
D e Long ,  Luke Gi ova n in e ,  Ha r i s on  Bha n oo;  3 )  K a yla  Sa p -
kota ,  D ei t ra  R ob e r t s - Biel y,  T im Gr e en ,  A a r on  Q u icks a l l ;  
B e dqui l t  R oute :  1 )  D a ve W es t ,  Ka r en  W i l lm es ,  M icha el  
C iche rs k i ;  2 )  Ka yla  Sa pk ota ,  D ei t ra  R obe r t s - Bie l y,  
Sha w n  C onnel l y;  3 )  Bi l l  K oers chn er ,  T im Gr e en ,  Sus a n  
W i lk in s on ,  A n th on y Kr oes ;  B e l f r y:  1 )  J ohn  D e Long ,  E v -
er e t t  D e Long ,  Sa m P o l l a ck ;  2 )  Tom Bru ck er ,  M a x R en -
ner ,  A n th on y Kr oes :  Sa nd y C r aw l :  J ohn  D e Long ,  M i -
cha el  C i ch ers k i ,  E ver e t t  D e Long ,  Sa m P ol l a ck  
R oppe l  C ave —R oppe l  J unc t i on:  Ed  Kla us ner ,  L uke Gi o-
va n in e ,  Ha r i s on  Bha n oo;  Y a hoo:  Ed  Kla us ner ,  T im 
Gr e en ,  Sha w n  C onn el l y;  L ow e r  E lys ia n Wa y:  H ol l y 
M cC l in tock ,  K e vin  D ow ns ,  Ha r i s on  Bha noo;  F le e c e w ay:  
Bi l l  K oers chn er ,  Luk e G i ova n ine ,  Sha w n  C onn el l y,  Ha r i -
s on  Bha n oo;  We s te r n Ke nt uc k y P ar k w ay:  Tom Bru ck er ,  
Bi l l  K oers chn er  
Sa l t s  C ave —E as t  Sa l t s :  Bi l l  K oers chn er ,  F r ed  W i l -
k in s on ,  A m y Sk ow r ons k i ;  F i nc h A ve nue :  M ick  Su t ton ,  
Luk e Gi ova n in e ,  Tim G re en  
Haw k ins  R ive r :  1 )  B ob  O s bu rn ,  B i l l  S t e e l e ,  A n t hon y 
Kr oes ;  2 )  A n th on y Kr oes ,  Bi l l  S t ee l e ,  J ohn  D e L ong  
His tor ic  M am m ot h:  Ed  Kla us n er ,  Ka r en  W i l lm e s ,  Sa m 
Pol l a ck ,  M a x R enne r  
Wils on C ave :  1 )  K e el y O w ens ,  C or e y Ha ck l e y,  M icha el  
R a ym ond ;  2 )  K eel y O w ens ,  C o re y Ha ck l e y,  Ha r i s on  Bha -
noo  
Hidde n R ive r  C ave :  Bi l l  K oers chn e r ,  Bi l l  S t ee l e ,  A n th o-
n y Kr oes ,  F r ed  W i lk in s on ,  Sa m P ol l a ck ,  M a x R e nner  
Gr e at  Onyx  C ave :  D a vid  Gr i f f i t h ,  J ea nnet t e  Gr i f f i t h ,  
M icha el  C i che rs k i ,  Luk e G i ova n ine ,  Sa m P ol l a c k ,  M a x 
R enne r  
Sta n’ s  We l l :  S t a n  S id es ,  A a r on  B i rd ,  Tyl er  B os c h -Bi rd ,  
Za cha r y B os ch -Bi rd ,  R a che l  B os ch ,  J ohn  F ei l  

Mammoth Cave: CRF Annual Meeting and November Expedition,  
November 8-11, 2018 

By:  Karen Willmes, Expedition Leader 

This year  t he annua l meet ing was host ed by 
East ern Operat ions and he ld at  Hamilton Val-
ley.  About  30 people at t ended a ll o r  part  o f t he 
weekend.  The CRF board met  on Fr iday.  Aft er -
wards there was a mixer  at  Hamilton Val ley and 
many peop le went  to  dinner  at  El Mazat lan in 
Cave Cit y.   

After  a  shor t  members ’ meet ing,  severa l 
cave t r ips went  out  on Saturday.  Mark Jones led 
Ozark cavers Ca leb Schlager  and Brandon Van 
Dalsem to  Jess ie Cave,  a  smal l cave that  t urned 
out  to  not  amount  to  ver y much at  a ll.  Ca leb 
and Brandon used the a ft ernoon to  play tour ist .  
Joyce Hoffmaster ,  Tim Green,  and Janice Tuck-
er  went  to  South Cave to  cont inue the su rvey o f 
t he upper  leve l,  encounter ing severa l snug spot s 
which they were a ll able to  t raverse.  Derek 
Br isto l led two  t eams to New Discover y,  to  t he 
end o f Big Avenue to  beg in the resurvey o f t he 
west ern map sheet .  He,  Corey Maize,  and Ela ine 
Scot t  surveyed 2,029 feet .  Kayla Sapko ta,  Jen-

nifer  Ell is ,  and Kei Masuzawa surveyed 1,216 
feet .  All t eams made it  out  in t ime fo r  t he ban-
quet .  

The banquet ,  he ld on Saturday evening,  fea-
tured a Greek feast  prepared by Pat  Kambes is.  
Aft er  d inner  Dr .  Les lie  North and Dr .  Jason 
Po lk from the Center  fo r  Human Geoenviron-
menta l Studies at  Western Kentucky Univers it y 
t alked about  t he import ance o f CRF grant s to  
cave sc ience and about  some o f t he ir  spec if ic  
research.  

On Sunday,  Ed Klausner  and Dave West  
went  to  t he Ranger  Rendevous in Bowling Green 
to  give a presentat ion about  CRF.  

Thanks to  Pat  Kambes is,  who  not  only made 
a ll t he ar rangement s fo r  t he mixer  and the ban-
quet ,  but  a lso  o ffered he lp fu l advice fo r  running 
an annua l meet ing weekend.  Elizabeth Mil ler ,  
Ed Klausner ,  Janice Tucker ,  and Kay S ides 
he lped in t he k it chen.  



17  

 

Mammoth Cave: Thanksgiving Expedition, November 21-25, 2018 

By: John DeLong, Expedition Leader 

A tot al o f 17 part ie s acco mplished 166.06 
feet  o f new survey and 2900.55 feet  o f resurvey 
fo r  a  tot al o f 3066.61 feet .   Part ie s a lso  worked 
on reest ablishing the t rail t o  Bedquilt ,  cont in-
ued work reopening Stan ’s Well,  par t ic ipat ed in 
f ie ld work t est ing Res ist ivit y,  and par t ic ipat ed 
in a demonst rat ion o f Lidar  t echno logy.   40 cav-
ers s igned in t o  t he exped it ion,  and we had oth-
ers stop by to  say he l lo .  

The exped it ion began to gather  Wednesday 
a ft ernoon on a beaut ifu l sunny November  Day.   
Buz,  Bet sy,  and Henr y Grover  ar r ived on Tues-
day and dea lt  with a fa ir  amount  o f t ree damage 
before the o ffic ia l st ar t  o f t he exped it io n.  Jan 
Hemberger  and Phi l DiBlas i jo ined Buz on 
Wednesday to procure and st art  prepar ing the 
next  day’s Thanksg iving Feast .     

On Thursday 4 par t ie s set  o ff int end ing to  
return fo r  t he Thanksg iv ing feast .   The par ty 
cons ist ing o f Buz Grover ,  Phil DiBlas i and Jan 
Hemberger  st ayed in camp to prepare t he 
Thanksg iv ing feast .  

Historic Mammoth:  Ed Klausner  led E lizabeth 
Mil ler  and Henr y Grover  to  Harvey Avenue and 
the Labyr int h to  check on smal l leads.  They 
were p leasant ly surpr ised to  find one o f t he 
leads produced 52.56 feet  o f new survey.   

New Discovery :  Mick Sut ton took Karen 
Wil lmes and Kel ly McCar thy to  Big Avenue in 
New Discover y.   The ir  object ive was to  cont in-
ue the Big Avenue resurvey.   Aft er  locat ing 
the ir  t ie  t hey put  in 818 feet  in large and  some-
t imes de l icat e passage.  

Bedquilt :  Dave West  took Bet sy Grover  and 
Fred Wilk inson to Bedqu ilt  to  survey leads in 
Tom’s Ho le.   Aft er  a  dif f icu lt  journey ge t t ing to  
t he cave because o f new deadfa ll t hey fo und the 
ent rance in bet t er  shape than feared.   Proceed-
ing to  t he leads,  t hey found the leads had shrunk 
over  t he years.   13.8 feet  were surveyed befo re 
t he one lead became too  t ight .   It  was det er-
mined that  a  skinny par ty shou ld approach the 
lead fro m the Ha ll o f t he Mounta in King  rather  
t han through Tom’s Ho le t he next  t ime.    

New Discovery :  B il l Koerschner  led Maddy E l-
l is ,  Chr is Caswel l and Nick Socky to  New Dis-
cover y to  work on leads near  Crevice Dome.   
Aft er  working at  underst and ing and surveying a 
crawl maze,  t hey pu lled rope fro m an a lcove o ff 
Big Avenue and r igged the ad jacent  pit  to  sur-
vey at  t he bo t tom.  This area then connec t s to  
severa l o ther  surveys.   They acco mplished 114 
feet  o f sur vey,  72 new.  

Fr iday saw 8 par t ies set  out .  

Bedquilt :  Dave West  led Henr y Grover  and 
Dick Market  a long the Bedqu ilt  Tra il t o  c lean 
up the deadfa l l encountered the day befo re.   

They ident if ied and c leared the t rail a ll a long 
the top o f t he r idge ; enjo ying the fru it s o f t he ir  
labor  on the ir  return.  

Proctor:  John DeLong led Mat t  Mezyd lo  (who  
d idn ’ t  let  us know it  had been his bir thday the 
day befo re unt il we were sa fe ly in  t he cave) ,  
Nick Socky,  and Kelly McCar thy to  cont inue 
resurvey get t ing ever  c loser  to  t he exp lo red end 
o f Fr it sch Avenue.   They put  in 772 feet  o f re-
survey fo llowing an o ld R sur vey which looped 
on it se lf,  mak ing route find ing more confus ing.   
From where the survey ended the next  par ty wil l 
be ent er ing a complex area near  t he end o f sur-
veyed passage ; st il l wit h the wind that  makes 
t hat  passage so  int r igu ing.  

Resist ivity –  2  trips:   A group o f student s from 
Northwestern Univers it y (NWU) led by Dr .  
Mit che ll Bark lage inc lud ing Jackson Barnes,  
Made le ine  Lucas,  Grant  McKnight ,  Gabr ie l Na-
than,  Danie la Ra il lard,  and  Jonathan Swit zer  
were jo ined by Rick Toomey and Bob Osbur n 
do ing res ist ivit y studies above Cr yst a l Cave,  
t hen co mpar ing resu lt s t o  the rea lit y under-
ground.   That  evening they were jo ined on a ge-
o log ic educat ion tour by Bet sy Grover  and Mag-
g ie Osbur n led by Rick Toomey in t he Histo r ic 
Sect ion.  

Stan ’s Well  -  John Fe i l and Danie l Greger  
worked in t he ent rance o f St an ’s Well exp lo r ing 
a bypass to  t he ent rance passage co llapse.  They 
were able to  confir m that  fo llowing the s t ream 
passage put  t hem in the a lcove above Gar y Fa l ls.  

Roppel -  Lower Elysian Way  -  B ill Koerschner  
led Chr is Caswel l and Maddy E ll is  t o  LEW ar-
r iving at  t he ir  object ive at  P101 in about  t hree 
hours.  They d iscovered a lead that  was sa id to  
f il l  actua lly cont inued on,  and surveyed around 
and through breakdown with 199 feet  o f new and 
126 feet  o f resurvey.   Most  exc it ing,  t hey found 
a lead that  goes 3Hx6W aft er  a  7 - inch bedrock 
p inch,  with fa ir  a ir f low and appears to  be an up-
st ream infeeder  head ing NE at  25 degrees fo r  38 
feet .  

New Discovery Big Avenue  -  Mick Sut ton led 
Hal DeLong and Bil l Baus to  cont inue the previ-
ous days survey in Big Avenue.   Survey st art ed 
in 25 - foo t -high,  45 - foot -wide canyo n frequent ly 
mod if ied by breakdown and wit h pat ches  o f 
spect acu lar  gypsum throughout  unt il a ft er  10 
st at ions t he previous ly E W passage t akes a sharp 
t urn north,  st range st ructural t hings are go ing 
on,  with large var iat ions in passage width and 
so lut iona l features in t he ce i ling -  sha l lo w 
domes and var ious high - leve l co mplicat ions.  Ev-
ident ly t here is  so me jo int  and/o r  fau lt  cont ro l 
go ing on here.  At  BC69,  t he passage widens,  
and the t rail goes down a st eep slope to  a lower  
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ce il ing at  our fina l st at ion,  BC70.   885 feet  o f 
resurvey was done with about  200 feet  remain-
ing to  jo in Derek Br isto l’s sur vey.  

Lower Leve l Arlie Way (LLAW)  -  Ed Klausner  
led Fred Wilk inson,  Jo yce Hoffmaster ,  and 
Bet sy Grover  to  check leads in t he XA survey 
o ff  LLAW, ga in ing 227 feet  o f new survey.   Al l 
leads in t he XA were fin ished.  

Saturday had 5 t r ips s ign out .  

Resist ivity  -  Mit che l l Bark lage led the same 
group as Saturday to  Echo  River  Spr ing to  con-
t inue the res ist ivit y study on a water fi l led pas-
sage.   They obta ined good dat a t hat  wil l need 
fur ther  study.  

Lidar Demonst rat ion  –  Chr is Caswel l a r ranged 
fo r  Nic Braune to  run a demonst rat ion fo r  t he 
Zeb Revo  Lidar  imag ing syst em.   Work ing with 
car tography t eam it  was dec ided to  work in t he 
Histo r ic area to  compare it  to  previous Lidar  
scans,  espec ia l ly in areas t hat  were t roublesome 
in t he past .   Data was obtained,  and hopefu l ly 
we wil l see an ar t ic le here somet ime about  how 
these syst ems compare.   The demonst rat ion was 
at t ended by Rick Toomey,  Bob Osbur n,  Karen 
Wil lmes,  Dave West ,  Dave Weller ,  Mat t  Mezy-
d lo ,  and Nick Socky.  

New Discovery  –  Bil l Koerschner  led Be t sy 
Grover ,  Kevin Downs,  and Mar y Schuber t  to  
Foss i l Avenue to  work in t he lower  leve l  at  F24 
to replace the o ld M survey.   They achieved 411 
feet  o f sur vey,  28 new,  while increas ing the ir  
underst and ing o f t his co mplex area,  inc lud ing 
tying in t o  Foss il Avenue.  

Stan ’s Well  –  John Fe i l led Dan Greger  and 
Dick Market  to  cont inue work on the co llapse 

bypass.  While t hey confir med on the previous 
day’s t r ip  t hat  t hey had connected to  t he dome 
above Gar y Fa l ls,  work needed to be done to  
enlarge the passage to  a workable s ize.  The 
small s lo t  at  t he connect ion po int  was enlarged 
on both s ides and add it iona l ce i l ing mater ia l 
was removed.  Dick Market  est ablished severa l 
anchor  po int s at  t he beg inning o f t he crawl fo r  
hang ing ropes.  

Marion Avenue  –  Maggie Osbur n led Rick 
Toomey,  Gabr ie l Nathan,  Jonathan Swit zer ,  
Jackson Bar nes,  Joanne Osburn,  and Bob Osbur n 
on a water  sampling fo llow up t r ip .   The t eam 
successfu lly t ook measurement s,  water  samples,  
samples o f fixed microbia l ce l ls ,  and samples 
fo r  lip id bio marker  ana lys is fro m the su lfur  seep 
poo l o f Mar ianne ’s Pass.  

Camp Management  was ably per fo rmed by 
t he il lu st r ious Buz Grover ,  who ar r ived a day 
befo re t he st art  o f t he exped it io n to  plan and 
procure.   Buz and his chi ldren a lso  used this 
t ime to  address t he many branches that  had fa ll-
en dur ing an ice storm the week befo re.  A thank 
you goes out  to  Ho lly McClintok fo r  aler t ing us 
so  we were prepared to  deal wit h it .   Phil Di-
Blas i and Jan Hemberger  worked with Buz on 
Wednesday and Thursday to  insure t he Thanks-
g iving feast  was complet e.   Bil l Baus took care 
of camp management  on Saturday g iving  Buz a 
much deser ved rest .   Thanks are due to  Karen 
Wil lmes fo r  t aking exped it ion leadership  on Fr i-
day so  I  could lead so me young cavers t o  t he far  
ends o f Fr it sch Avenue .   Many peop le in  camp 
were ver y he lp fu l and thinks worked quit e well.   
R ick Toomey ass ist ed with the keys.  

Mammoth Cave: New Year’s Expedition, December 28, 2018-January 1, 2019 

By: Ed Klausner and Elizabeth Miller, Expedition Leaders and Camp Managers 

The par t ia l government  shutdown meant  t hat  
Mammoth Cave Nat iona l Park was c losed and 
a ll our  surveying had to  be done out side the 
park.  Fortunately,  t here were plenty o f objec-
t ives in Roppe l,  St an 's Well,  H idden River  
Cave,  Diamo nd Caver ns,  and caves on the 
Church ’s land fo r  our t hree -caving -days exped i-
t ion.  

Five t r ips were sent  out  on the fir st  day.  
Dave West  took Rick Toomey and Karen 
Wil lmes to  Hidden River  Cave to  survey a lead 
in J ing le Be l l Lane,  but  t hey found that  the wa-
t er leve l was qu it e high.  First  t hey inves t igat ed 
surveying the new br idge inst ead,  but  all  t he 
meta l in it  int er fered with co mpass read ings.  
They wil l have to  return with a t rans it  and t r i-
pod. They d id manage to  get  162.6 feet  of wet  
survey in J ing le Be ll Lane befo re get t ing  too  
co ld.  Cont inu ing J ing le Be l l Lane wil l have to  
wa it  fo r  lower  water leve ls.  

Mark Jones took Hannah Lie f fr ing and Ja-
son Weyland to Lexington Avenue in Roppe l 
Cave.  They go t  263.2 feet  o f new sur vey in 
some o f t he s ide leads.  Also  in Roppe l,  Tom 
Brucker  took Mandy Harr is and Bil l St eele to  
cont inue the resurvey o f Goblin Tra i l.  They t ied 
to  Cas ing Canyo n and resket ched that  connec-
t ion.  Al l in  a l l,  t hey go t  404.9 feet  o f su rvey.  A 
third t r ip  t o  Roppel was led by Bi l l Koerschner .  
Fred Wilk inson,  and Maddy E l l is  jo ined him in 
upst ream Death Canyo n via Chr is Crawl.  They 
got  64.3 feet  o f new sur vey and 418.8 feet  o f 
resurvey.  

Fina l ly,  John Fe il,  St an S ides,  E li Wink ler ,  
and Diana Tomchick went  to  St an ’s Well  where 
they inst a lled a ladder  in t he new route opened 
dur ing the Thanksg iv ing exped it io n.  They then 
surveyed this area and got  69.3 feet  o f survey.  

On the second day,  s ix  t r ips were fie lded .  
Three o f t he t r ip s were to  Roppel.  Rache l 
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Bosch,  Aaron Bird,  Zach Bosch -Bird,  and Han-
nah Lie f fr ing went  to  a lead in Walt er  Way and 
then to  North Crouchway to  resket ch a dome and 
f ina l ly t o  a small lead in Roppe l Junct ion.  They 
complet ed the lead in Walt er  Way but  also  found 
a promis ing ho le lead ing to  a st ream.  They 
wanted to  check to  see if t his was indeed  a new 
lead ( it  was)  be fo re t hey surveyed it .  The dome 
in North Crouchway and the lead near  Roppel 
Junct ion were co mplet ed fo r  a  tot al o f 14 feet  o f 
new sur vey and 102.7 feet  o f resurvey.  

The second Roppe l t r ip  was led by Mark 
Jones acco mpanied by Maddy E ll is  and Bil l 
St eele.  They cont inued surveying the leads 
a long the west ern sect ion o f Lexington Avenue 
and go t  156.3 feet  o f new sur vey.  Fina lly,  Bil l 
Koerschner  led Fred Wilk inson and Mandy Har-
r is to  Ursa Avenue.  They st ar t ed by resu rveying 
some o f t he loop at  J44 to t ry to  fix the 13 foot  
ver t ica l c losure er ror .  They cont inued through 
Ursa Avenue to  Johnson Way to  cont inue  the 
resurvey us ing so me o f t he o ld st at ions when 
poss ible.  They go t  138 feet  o f new sur vey (s ide 
lead)  and 919.5 feet  o f resurvey.  

Dave West  led Karen Wil lmes,  Rick Toomey,  
and Jason Weyland in search o f a  back door en-
t rance to  Wilson Cave.  This is  ins ide the  park, 
but  t hey were no t  ent er ing any caves and  the 
park allowed hik ing dur ing the government  shut -
down.  They ca lcu lat ed where the ent rance might  
be (near  t he Northwest  Terr it o ry sect ion o f Wil-
son Cave)  and found a like ly cand idat e.  They 
wil l need ver t ica l gear  once the park reopens.  

Stan Sides led John Fe i l,  D iana Tomchick,  
and Roger  Brucker  to  St rawberry Pat ch to  GPS 
and pho tograph the pit  fo r  an impend ing ar t ic le 
in t he CRF Newslet t er.  They a lso  went  to  Trac-
to r Trap fo r  GPS and pho tos.  They a lso  looked 
at  t he Adwell Cave ’s end co llapse befo re  t rying 
go  locat e t he 20 - foot  pit  found by Walt e r  John-
son and descr ibed by Richard Zopf in 1994.  
They were unsuccessfu l.  Fina l ly,  Lynn Brucker  
and Janet  Wilk inson went  to  Adwell Cave to  cal-
ibrat e DistoXs.  

For  the fina l day o f t he exped it io n,  t he 
weather  d id no t  cooperat e with heavy ra ins over-
night  and heavy ra ins fo recast  fo r  t he rest  o f t he 
day.  Tr ips were changed to dryer  areas.  St an 
Sides led Karen Wil lmes,  Dave West ,  and Diana 
Tomchick to  Diamo nd Caver ns to  survey a room,  
one o f t he two  remain ing leads he had ( the o ther  
would be too  wet) .  They co mplet ed the survey 
o f t he room reached through a t ight  squeeze and 
got  33.2 feet  o f new sur vey.  There were two  
t r ips into  Roppel.  E li Wink ler  led Mark Jones 
and Mandy Harr is to  Pet e ’s Puzzle to  clean up 
many o f t he remain ing leads.  They cou ldn ’ t  find 
the object ive but  spent  some t ime showing Man-
dy par t s o f t he cave.  

Aaron Bird led Rache l Bosch,  Jason Wey-
land,  and Hannah Lie f fr ing to  t he Harvey Ave-
nue lead fo r  t he second Roppe l t r ip .  They re-
turned to  t he lead found the day befo re.  Unfo r-
tunately,  it  ju st  led to  a room wit h no  passage 
out  o f t he room.  They go t  55.76 feet  o f new sur-
vey.  They had some t ime so  they returned to  

North Crouchway to  pick o ff a  lead at  S18.  They 
put  in two sho t s fo r 45.8 feet  o f small,  wet ,  
muddy sur vey.  

Thanks to  ever yone who  he lped with the 
k it chen (Kay S ides,  Janet  Wilk inson and  Diana 
Tomchick) ,  t he survey gear  and ropes (El izabeth 
Wink ler ) ,  and bu i ld ing maint enance (John Fe il) ,  
and ever yo ne e lse who  he lped around camp mak-
ing this an enjo yable and successfu l exped it ion.  

P ar t i c ipants :  A a r on  Bi rd ,  R a ch el  B os ch ,  Za ch  B os ch -
Bi rd ,  L ynn  B ruck er ,  R og er  Bru ck er ,  Tom B ruck e r ,  M a dd y 
El l i s ,  J ohn  F ei l ,  M a nd y Ha r r i s ,  M a rk  J ones ,  Ha n na h  
Lie f f r ing ,  Ed  Kla us ner ,  Bi l l  K oers chne r ,  E l i za b e th  M i l l er ,  
M a d i s yn  O r r ,  Ka y S ides ,  S t a n  S id es ,  Bi l l  S t e e l e ,  D ia na  
Tomch i ck ,  R i ck  Toom e y,  D a ve W es t ,  J a s on  W e yl a nd ,  F red  
W i lk in s on ,  J a net  W i lk in s on ,  Ka r en  W i l lm es ,  a nd  El i  W in -
k ler  

Top: Watermelon Patch Sinkhole wi th Stan 
Sides,  John Fei l ,  Madisyn Orr and Roger Bruck-
er.  Photo by Diana Tomchick.   Middle:  Diana 
Tomchick at  Adwel l  Cave entrance.  Photo by 
Stan Sides .   Bottom: John Fei l ,  Madisyn Orr,  
and Diana Tomchick at the Tractor Trap Sink.  
Photo by Stan Sides.  
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Before attending any expedition, you must contact the expedition leader as trip sizes may be limited. Failure to contact the 
leader may prevent you from attending the expedition as the trip may be full. 

Eastern Operations - Mammoth Cave Schedule 
President’s Day, February 15-18, 2019.  Mark Jones,  
speleok9@gmail.com. 
St. Patrick’s Day, March 15-17, 2019.  Dawn Ryan,  
dwn_ryan41@yahoo.com. 
Earth Day, April 19-21.  Joyce Hoffmaster,  
jehoffmaster@sbcglobal.net. 
Memorial Day, May 24-27.  Rachel Bosch,  
rachel.bosch@gmail.com, and Aaron Bird,  
wvcaveman@gmail.com.  
Independence Day, June 28-July 7.  Dave West,  
d270@bellatlantic.net. 
Friendship Day, August 2-4.  Bob Lodge, lodge54@gmail.com. 
Labor Day, August 30-September 2.  Bob Osburn,  
osburn@levee.wustl.edu. 
Columbus Day, October 11-14.  Pat Kambesis,  
pat.kambesis@wku.edu. 
Thanksgiving, November 27-December 1.  Charles Fox, 
charles.d.fox@sbcglobal.net. 
New Year’s, December 27-30. Ed Klausner,  
klausnere@gmail.com and Elizabeth Miller,  
elizabeth.batwoman@gmail.com. 

All Eastern Operations CRF JVs who have not attended an expedi-
tion safety orientation must do so before participating in expedi-
tion activities.  The safety orientation is scheduled at the beginning 
of each expedition after the morning meeting.  Those who have 
attended a safety orientation are not required to participate in an-
other.  New JVs should arrange to be at the expedition early 
enough to attend the orientation.  Those who do not attend will not 
be allowed to participate in expedition activities.  Contact expedi-
tion leader for more details on the orientation. 

Ozarks 
Ozarks Operations trips and expeditions take place on a variety of 
government and private lands; the trips are based in a variety of 
locales and may include staying in NPS buildings, campgrounds, 
or even motels. Ozarks trips are held year round, but are often 
scheduled (or cancelled) on short notice due to the vagaries of the 
weather. If interested in attending an Ozarks expedition your first 
stop is the operations manager. However, contact any of the fol-
lowing for information on upcoming trips or check the CRF web-
site. 

Ozark Riverways/MTNF, February 15-18.  Jim Ruedin,  
jruedin@aol.com. 
Buffalo National River, February 16-17.  Kayla Sapkota,  
kayla.sapkota@gmail.com. 

Lime Kiln Mine Bat Count, February 19-20.  Scott House, 
scott_house@hotmail.com. 
Ozark Riverways/MTNF, February 22-24.  Dan Lamping,  
lampingdaniel@att.net. 
Mark Twain NF, March 7-13.  Scott House, 
scott_house@hotmail.com. 
Buffalo National River, March 9-10.  Kayla Sapkota,  
kayla.sapkota@gmail.com. 
Tumbling Creek Cave, May 3-6.  Scott House, 
scott_house@hotmail.com. 

These individuals also lead expeditions, trips or projects: 
Kayla Sapkota (Buffalo National River survey and bio-
inventory), kayla.sapkota@gmail.com.  
Dan Lamping (Pioneer Forest and Ozark Riverways surveys), 
daniellamping@att.net. 
Tony Schmitt (Pioneer Forest and Ozark Riverways surveys),  
tonymary2601@yahoo.com. 
Jon Beard (Mark Twain NF in SW MO) , mokanman@att.net. 
Matt Bumgardner (Mark Twain NF in SW MO), 
shaw95@gmail.com. 
Jim Cooley (Cave gating and Mark Twain NF Irish Wilderness), 
coolstoi@kc.rr.com. 
Craig Williams (Mark Twain NF archaeology) ,  
cwilliams@cairnstl.org. 
Jeff Crews (Mark Twain NF Rolla/Houston area),  
cavespyque@gmail.com. 

California – Lava Beds 
Contact:  John Tinsley, jtinsley@usgs.gov. 
Before participating on any of these expeditions, please contact the 
Operations Area Manager, John Tinsley, at least two weeks before 
the expedition.  Please do not just show up as there may be limits 
on the number of participants we can accommodate. 

California – Lilburn 
Some basic rules of engagement for California expeditions:  Con-
tact the expedition leader preferably two weeks ahead of time; 
please don’t spontaneously show up.  We have to deal with head 
count limits, particularly on our Lilburn trips, so we need to know 
who is planning to attend.  Contact John Tinsley; 650-329-4928, 
jtinsley@usgs.gov.  

HSS/CRF Hawai’i Caving - Big Island 

Contact Pat Kambesis, 309-762-3860, pnkambesis@juno.com. 

Carlsbad Caverns 
Contact for all expeditions:  
William and Tammy Tucker, william.tucker@att.net. 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
If you have changed phone number or e-mail , or 
have moved, please send your information to: 

Phil DiBlasi 
110 S. Campbell St., Unit 204 
Louisville, KY 40206-1863 
pjdiblasi@gmail.com 

THE CRF WEBSITE 
www.cave-research.org 
Contact your operations manager for the user 
id and password for the members-only section 

2019 EXPEDITION CALENDAR 
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