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The Lakewood Baseball Complex, located at 1201 58th Ave. S, was renamed
the Dr. Reginald “Reggie” Ligon Baseball Complex Saturday, March 3.

Baseball complex renamed in
honor of Dr. Reginald Ligon
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
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A woman of law
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Daddy-Daughter
Dance

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – With
the sun shining and a cool
breeze in the air, there couldn’t
have been a better backdrop for
the renaming of the Lakewood
Baseball Complex for a man who
exemplified love for family, love
for community and a vibrant enthusiasm for the game of baseball, Dr. Reginald Ligon.
Scores of community members and elected officials joined
the Ligon family last Saturday to
honor the life of a man who
worked tirelessly to create a
place that would sustain through
time and ensure the city’s children had a wonderful place to
grow and learn more about baseball.

“The naming of a municipal
complex facility is one of the
highest honors, perhaps the
highest honor that can be bestowed upon a resident in our
city,” said Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomalin, who acted as
Mistress of Ceremony. “It is reserved for those that make a
timeless contribution that will
transcend lifetimes and continue
to teach valuable and important
lessons.”
Born in Terre Haute, Ind.,
Dr. Ligon settled in Florida, eventually taking over his brother’s,
Dr. Julius Ligon, Jr., practice located on the 22nd Street South.
He and his wife Mendee later
moved the office to Central Avenue and started the Ligon Dental Group.
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Tampa Bay Collard Green Festival:
A cultural culinary treat
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –The inaugural Tampa Bay Collard Greens
Festival was held at the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum Feb. 24.
“It started from a seed of an idea
about who had the best collard
greens,” said Tampa Bay Times Assistant Managing Editor for photography/multimedia Boyzell Hosey.
This friendly boasting with his
business partner Samantha Wilson
blossomed into a huge, tasty idea
that the whole community could
experience. The street festival included cooking and hands-on
urban agriculture demonstrations,
bounce houses for the kids, and of
course, a collard green cook-off to
end all cook-offs.
The Edible Peace Patch was on
hand helping kids understand the

L-R Boyzell Hosey, Bernard Rembart, (winner) Broderick
“Buckwheat” Scott of Wild 94.1 and Samantha Wilson
foundational elements of planting
gardens and each child was able to
take home a little pot and start their
own garden. And so that the adults
didn’t feel left out, they were privi-

Staff Writer

leged to a demonstration on how to
properly cultivate and manage a collard green garden.

See LIGON, page 5
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BY J.A. JONES

ST. PETERSBURG –Whether
visual arts enthusiasts, dance aficionados, jazz connoisseurs or
simply
curious
weekend
strollers, there was no shortage
of eclectic offerings to revitalize
the soul at Gallerie 909’s third annual Black Arts & Film Festival.
This year’s festival, held Saturday, Feb. 24 at the Skyway Marina Mall, brought painters,
sculptors, mixed-media artisans
and jewelry designers together
with live performances from the
Dundu Dole Urban Ballet,
Tampa’s Kuumba dancers and
drummers, cutting-edge jazz musician Rick Adams, youth
dancers from Competitive Edge
Dance Company and a presentation by alumni from the heralded
Black History Pageant. The festival also sponsored an independent film exhibition at Sundial the
night before.
Festival founder, director and
Gallerie 909’s owner and curator
Carla Bristol was ecstatic about
the impact of the event.
“The festival was fantastic. It
shows you that people are the
ones that create spaces. So, it didn’t matter that the festival wasn’t
on 22nd [Street] or that now it’s
in the Skyway district. People still
came out and supported. Artists
still came out.”
Skyway Mall’s parking area
was filled with crafts and creations by over 40 local and national artists and the creations
were as multi-faceted as their creators.
Artists such as Fred “Rootman” Woods, a Gainesville native
now living in St. Pete, discussed
his widely varied and brilliantly
conceived paintings, sketches
and postcards.
“What I do I call ‘art for the
soul.’ Most of my pieces have a
story that go along with it,” he
said.
Woods had an opportunity
three years ago to go to Haiti and
teach art to some of the country’s

His devotion for his community reached far beyond youth
sports. He would often volunteer
his dental services to pregnancy
centers and to the county to
those who had no insurance. He
was involved with Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital, the
American Cancer Society’s Relay
for Life campaign, the Community Alliance, the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center, Leadership St. Pete, the Suncoasters of
St. Petersburg and his fraternity,
Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc.
“When it comes to the legacy
that Dr. Ligon leaves, it was him
and Larry Williams, that wanted
to make sure that kids in our
community had an activity that
was an outlet,” said School Board
Chair Rene Flowers.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tell them who sent you

Breaking
the Cycle

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For nearly three decades,
parents have called on
Alvin Shirley to coach and
mentor their children because they would just listen
to
him.
His
compassionate heart, caring soul and stern discipline served as the
perfect blend to give positive direction to youth in a
time where boundaries
stretch wide.
Recently, a different
call came on Shirley’s life
as he received his license
to preach the gospel on
Sunday, Jan. 28 at Kingdom Harvest Outreach
Ministry, Inc. under the
leadership of Senior Pastor Bishop Designate Hattie Stokes Dancil, who
presided over the Licensure Service.
“I’m so excited about
what God is doing in Minister Alvin Shirley’s life. I
remember him telling me
that he was ready to do
whatever God had for him
do,” said Bishop Designate Stokes Dancil. “Minister
Shirley
joined
Kingdom Harvest four
years ago and has served
the church faithfully and
is in good standing. He is
already
doing
great
things.”
Shirley proclaimed the
message “Tell them who
sent you” to approximately 100 people in the
audience. His life and
message mirror that of
Moses who justified
within himself not being
equipped to lead people of
God. In parallel to Moses’
story, Shirley is going
forth as a directive from
God.
“Know that the Lord
sent you; he prepares you
and sent you for a purpose,” stated Shirley in
confirming the acceptance of his spiritual calling. “I knew this but I
didn’t want to accept it.
My brother had a dream
when I was 18 years old

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Alvin Shirley
that I would be a
preacher. I told him don’t
put that on me because
that means that I’d have to
give up some stuff.”
Shirley
actually
preached his initial sermon Sunday, Dec. 17, one
year after he accepted his
call to preach the Gospel.
He trained extensively
during that time.
Pastor Tish Atkins
Bryant, senior pastor of
His House Worship Center, gave him the charge
to preach in and out of
season. She told him not
to forget the commandment to love. The ministers in attendance laid
hands on him in spiritual
agreement of his calling
with prayer by Pastor
Wayne Wells, co-pastor of
All Nations Church of
God by Faith.
“He serves in several
capacities at the church
and is just a really committed and dedicated
man,” said Pastor Dancil.
“He sings on the praise
team, serves as one of the
youth directors, Sunday
school superintendent,
chairman of the deacon
board and co-chairman of
the Men’s Ministry. He’s
just very faithful.”
In addition to ministry,

Shirley works for the
Pinellas County School
Board at Gibbs High
School. He met Pastor
Dancil while working at
Meadowlawn
Middle
School and later became
her assistant at Lakewood
High. He visited her
church one Sunday morning and never left.
Minister Shirley is the
youngest of five children
of the late Lacey K.
Shirley, Sr. and Dr. Hildegarde Shirley-Jenkins. A
graduate of Lakewood
High School, where he
was captain of the Spartan
Varsity Football team, he
attended
college
at
Florida A & M University.
He is the father of three
boys: Jerome, Jabari,
Jakobi and two girls:
Amari and Mariah. At
Kingdom Harvest, he met
and married his wife, Carmen, a talented musician
and singer, and gained
two more daughters,
Adaya and Christa.
In this next chapter in
his life, he stated that he
is not going on his own,
but the “Great I Am”
called him for this generation.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Praise the Lord.
The New Testament Gospel Without Paul – Part 6 - Conclusion
Peter had great respect for Paul;
even after he was rebuked by his in
front of others for being hypocritical
with eating with the Gentiles.
2 Peter 3:15-16: “and account that
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation— as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given to
him, has written to you, as also in all
his epistles, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard
to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of
the Scriptures” Notice that Peter
equates Paul’s letters as Scripture.
John bears witness to Paul being an
apostle as he writes the words of JesusRevelation 2:2: I know your works,
your labor, your patience, and that you
cannot bear those who are evil. And
you have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not, and have found
them liars.” The Ephesus church was
watched over by Paul, he was not
found to be a liar, but a true apostle.
Acts 20:29, 32, 34 it was Paul who
warned the Ephesians before he left
“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock.”… “So now,
brethren, I commend you to God and
to the word of His grace, which is able
to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
This is not an in depth look into
Paul’s participation with the apostles
and church but should be sufficient to
dismantle any of the arguments. Paul
taught “For you are all children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:810 tells us that it is by grace through
faith that we are saved, not because
Paul wrote it but because this is indeed
the gospel. This is the means that is
used to become a child of God. There
is no other way. “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not

of works, lest any man should boast”
(Eph. 2:8-9).
Paul understood the difference and
was happy to live in and by the new
covenant instead of his old life by the
law. Philippians 3:9: “And being found
in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is of the law but that
through faith in Christ the righteousness which is of God by faith.”
“It pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21) What
was that message? A few verses before
He tells us, v. 18 “For the message of
the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.” SAVED
(past tense). How? Through faith! The
cross is sufficient because it is Christ’s
work for us- the gospel is grace
through faith
“For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).
If you reject what Paul wrote then
you are ashamed of the gospel that
Jesus Christ the Messiah gave.
This was a very lengthy subject but
I feel it had to be in order to fully understand the importance of Paul’s ministry and how vitally important he was
and is today in the life of a born again
believer.
He didn’t water down or sugar coat
his message because if he did, it
wouldn’t be as effective as it needed to
be in the perpetuating of the Gospel
message and more important, the instructions given to him by Jesus
Christ.
So many get stuck with the gospel
that they miss the greatest, most instrumental part of walking this Christian walk, the instructions of HOW to
walk that walk.
Next week I’m gonna discuss the
very common and popular saying,
“happy wife, happy life”.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
Iveta Jones Martin-Berry
By Gwendolyn Reese
I am Iveta Jones Martin-Berry,
pharmacist and community activist.
Martin-Berry was a St. Petersburg
native and a 1953 graduate of Gibbs
High School. She then went on to
graduate from of Florida A&M University’s School of Pharmacy and worked
as a pharmacist at the Doctor’s Pharmacy and Winn-Dixie where she retired.
A leader with a special love for
young people and for her Campbell
Park neighborhood, she served her
community by giving tirelessly of her
love, her time, her energy and her
money.
Martin-Berry was an early president of the school district’s Biracial
Advisory Committee and worked to
help calm schools during the first
years of court-ordered busing. She
was a founder of Blacks Against Dangerous Drugs in the 1980s and was
willing to mortgage her home to put
up $22,000 during a financial crisis the
organization was facing.
She served on the steering and advisory committees for Davis Bradley
Family Service Center and was a
board member and past treasurer for
the Coalition for a Safe and Drug Free
St. Petersburg.
Martin-Berry was president of the
Campbell Park Neighborhood Association and the Campbell Park Neighborhood Family Service Center and a
driving force behind saving the bathhouse in Campbell Park.
She established GED and mentoring programs for youth and served as

The Great Debate
ST. PETERSBURG –
The AKA AKAdemy is
proud to announce its inaugural Great Debate program for middle and high
school students in Pinellas
County. The event will be
held Tuesday, March 20 at
the Palladium Theater, located at 253 5th Ave. N,
from 7-9 p.m.
The Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
is excited for this opportunity and believes that debating can help teach
students how to learn and
how to think critically. The
purpose of the debate is to
provide an avenue for students to develop their civic
knowledge, skills and dispositions as they research,
discuss and engage in

public debate.
There are three basic
subjects necessary for debate and therefore necessary for all other learning:
Grammar, Logic, and
Rhetoric.
Participants will benefit from improved critical
thinking skills, increased
problem-solving abilities
and overall academic performance. Scholarships
will also be awarded to the
winning debate team.
A special VIP reception will be held from 6
p.m. to 6:45 p.m. at the Palladium Theater. Sponsor
organizations include: St.
Petersburg College, Pinellas Technical College, and
St. Petersburg Housing
Authority.
The AKA AKAdemy is

chair of the Community Alliance’s education committee. Martin-Berry was
a member of the task force for the establishment of the Johnson Branch Library, a founding member of Faith
Memorial Baptist Church and an associate member of Mt. Zion Progressive
Baptist Church.
In a 2004 Tampa Bay Times article,
she was described as: “Someone who
believed. No and can’t weren’t even in
her vocabulary.”
Martin-Berry was named Citizen
of the Year by the Ambassador Club
and Woman of the Year by the local
chapter of Zeta Phi Beta. She was also
honored with a plaque, portrait and
conference room in her name by the
Bridges of America treatment program in St. Petersburg for her service
to the African-American community.

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She insisted
There comes a time when you see
something that is worth fighting for
and you have a choice to make. She insisted.
Meet Wilma Glodean Rudolph, a
world-class sprinter who became
known in the 1960s as “the fastest
woman in history.” Rudolph is the first
American woman to win three gold
medals in a single Olympiad. In addition, she is the first woman invited to
compete at the Melrose Games.
Rudolph was born June 23, 1940, and
died November 12, 1994.
After the 1960 Rome Olympics and
after completing a post-games European tour, Rudolph returned to her
hometown of Clarksville, Tenn., which
held a full day of activities to celebrate
“Welcome Wilma Day” on October 4,
1960. Because she staunchly insisted,
her homecoming parade and banquet
became the first fully integrated municipal event in Clarksville’s history.
Rudolph was at the height of her
track career when she made a decision
that shocked many. The reigning
world record-holder in the 100-meter,
200-meter and 4 x 100-meter-relay
events, the winner of seven national
AAU sprint titles, the women’s indoor
track record-holder in the 60-yard dash
and the winner of the 100-meter and 4
x 100-meter-relay races at a U.S.–Soviet meet at Stanford University in
1962, retired from track competition at
the young age of 22. She wanted to go
out on top and she did.
Rudolph’s work of running around
the track had been completed. She
shifted her focus to continuing her education at Tennessee State University.
There, she became a member of Delta
Sigma Theta sorority. In 1963, Rudolph
earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. During that same year,
she became a goodwill ambassador for
the U.S State Department and traveled
to West Africa.
Upon returning home, Rudolph
participated in a civil rights protest in
her hometown of Clarksville to desegregate one of the city’s restaurants.
Again Rudolph, and others, insisted. It
did not take long before the mayor announced that the city’s public facilities,
including its restaurants, would become fully integrated.

Wilma Glodean Rudolph
Rudolph was born premature, in
poverty and in the racially segregated
South. As a child, she frequently suffered from illnesses, including pneumonia and scarlet fever. She even
contracted infantile paralysis caused
by the poliovirus.
Although Rudolph recovered from
polio, she lost strength in her left leg
and had to wear a brace. Her parents
traveled about 50 miles weekly for two
years to the historically black Meharry
Medical College in Nashville for treatments because there was little medical
care available to African-American residents of Clarksville in the 1940s.
Her family members also gave her
at-home massage treatments four
times a day and she wore an orthopedic shoe for support of her foot for another two years until she was able to
overcome the debilitating effects of
polio. By age 12, Rudolph learned to
walk without a leg brace or orthopedic
shoe for support.
It is easy to forget because of all of
her success that Rudolph lost her first
major track event. She became pregnant during her senior year of high
school. A few weeks prior to enrolling
at Tennessee State University, Rudolph
gave birth to her first child.
Like all of our lives, Rudolph’s life
provides examples of both struggle
and strength. From birth she overcame obstacles. Why? Because she insisted. Are you insisting?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

CONNECT WITH US!

a signature program of the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County,
Inc. established by Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Youth participants
from the Exquisite Gems
and Pathfinder program
benefit from life learning
skills as well as educational and leadership development training during
the school year. Volunteerism is also encouraged
through a host of community service projects.
For more information,
visit ZUOChapter.org or
contact Dr. Delphinia Davis
at 727-320-6431.
This event is free and
open to the public. Register online at GreatDebate2018.eventbrite.com.
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Habitat for Humanity opens office on the Deuces
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Habitat for Humanity of
Pinellas County cut the
ribbon on their new digs
located on the Deuces,
1350 22nd St. S, last Friday, March 2.
The organization has
recently celebrated their
458th new home in Pinellas County. In 2017 alone,
they completed 59 homes,
13 of which were constructed with the Southside
Community

Redevelopment
Area
(CRA).
CEO Mike Sutton said
Habitat plans to continue
investing in the CRA after
eight years of little activity
on the south side of town,
and this new office is a
statement of their promise.
“You see, after the
crash in 2009, it was very
different for Habitat to
build homes in south St.
Pete due to rising construction costs and the
rapidly declining value of
property,” he said. “Right,

wrong or indifferent, our
organization did not stay
committed to finding
ways to build or repair
homes in south St. Petersburg during that time.”
Sutton said they are
committed to serving an
area of the community
desperately in need of affordable, safe and sustainable
housing.
With
community partners, local
business, faith communities along with help from
the city and the county, he
feels that they will increase their impact and

the outcome in the CRA.
In 2017, Habitat for
Humanity made a commitment to invest $1.5 million in new home
construction in the CRA.
They exceeded that number by providing more
than $2 million in new
home construction, serving 48 families with volunteers and providing more
than 11,000 hours of labor
in the CRA.
“Today, we increase
our commitment by opening this office that will
serve as a resource center

for those who are looking
for affordable housing opportunities in south St.
Petersburg,” said Habitat’s board member Alfredo Anthony.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
said he couldn’t be
prouder of the partnership the city has cultivated with the county and
Habitat for Humanity,
which will tackle the challenges of affordable housing head-on.
“Looking at where
we’re standing today, I
think we all recognize two

of the biggest challenges
that we face are poverty
reduction and…affordable housing,” said Mayor
Kriseman. “You cannot
address an attack on
poverty if people don’t
have housing, if they don’t
have a place they can call
their home.”
After the ribbon was
cut, the community was
invited in to check out the
new office and meet the
team that will help bring
affordable housing to the
CRA.

“The fact that this is opening right here in south
“Your county commissioner is committed to
“Thank you for your commitment, not only to the
St. Petersburg here makes me especially proud,”
affordable housing,” said Ken Welch, chair of
city, but to the people that live south of Central
said Congressman Charlie Crist. “It’s such an
Pinellas County Commission. “Thanks to the
in the CRA, for changing lives, for helping to
important area to focus on.”
voters, now, with the new Penny for Pinellas, we’ll bring affordable housing to this community, and
have about $83 million for affordable housing
for helping us in our fight to end poverty in St.
land trust.”
Petersburg,” Mayor Rick Kriseman said.

Rev. Louis Murphy, senior pastor of
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
gave the invocation.

Mike Sutton, CEO, Habitat for Humanity

Alfredo Anthony, Habitat’s Board of
Directors & Chair
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. Reginald “Reggie” Ligon Baseball Complex
LIGON, from front page

Dr. Ligon was heavily
involved in the construction of the Little League
field, located at Lake Vista
Recreation Center and
Lakewood High School,
and spent many years leading the organization.
Former City Councilmember Williams told
the Tampa Bay Times that
Dr. Ligon spoke to other
leagues about tournament
play, but was met with resistance because they didn’t want to drive their kids
to the south side of town.
This was unacceptable
to Dr. Ligon. He approached the Pinellas
County School Board
about the vacant land behind Lakewood High
School and the Bay Point
Little League field was con-

structed. Once the field
was built, he could be seen
cleaning and maintaining
it.
“He is one who labored
tirelessly for youth in our
community,” stated Dr.
Willie Felton, longtime patient, friend and fraternity
brother.
Person after person
came to the podium to
share their stories about
Dr. Ligon, including his
very first dental patient, retired army veteran Neil
White.
“The naming rights for
sports venues around the
world,
they’re
kinda
treated as a commodity:
purchased, bought, sold,”
said White. “This venue
has been paid for with
something very unique.

Neil White, right, presented Dr. Brian Ligon, DDS
and the family with a plague.

Dr. Willie Felton

It’s called sweat equity.
The honor, the trust, the
dignity that this man
brought to this community
must be recognized by all.”
Deveron Gibbons said
Dr. Ligon was like a second father to him, admitting that he could get him
“to do stuff that my own
dad couldn’t get me to do
on a regular basis.”
His words reiterated
Dr. Ligon’s love for his
community and the youth.
“Reggie to me was selfless, giving and always
took the time to make sure
that the people in this community were cared for
whether it was in dentistry,
or as you can tell, here on
this baseball diamond and
across this community,”
stated Gibbons, who used

to babysit the Ligons
youngest child Evan.
Dr. Ligon was committed to providing more than
just a fun game of baseball
for the youth. He was committed to setting examples
and teaching lessons of respect, humility, discipline
and perseverance through
the game. He passed away
Aug. 20, 2017, but the renaming of the field to the
Dr. Reginald “Reggie”
Ligon Baseball Complex
will serve as a reminder of
his dedication to his community.
The Ligons’ daughter
Shannon fought back the
tears to praise her father.
She remembers him working countless hours for
Bay Point Little League
whether serving as presi-

dent, a coach, a cheerleader or a concession
stand volunteer.
“And
every
year,
whether I wanted to or not,
he continued to sign me up
to play softball,” she said,
explaining that her father
understood that no matter
what level of athlete a child
was, baseball was a sport
they could participate in.
“That’s why this field is
so important,” she said.
“This field represents inclusiveness. I think my father always knew every
child, regardless of race,
gender, income or athleticism, deserved access to
play in one of America’s favorite pastimes.”
Dr.
Ligon’s
wife,
Mendee, the love of his
life, closed out the after-

noon by saying her husband was a man of great
faith and led a Christian
life. He embraced everybody with love and respect
no matter what their background or social status
was.
“So I think he would
want us to love and respect
each other even when we
may not agree with each
other. This dedication
today was not by chance. It
was by divine intervention.
It is a reminder for all of us
to act as a team player with
love, determination, perseverance and dedication,
just like we do when we’re
playing baseball,” she finished.
She thanked all those
involved with honoring Dr.
Ligon’s legacy.

Deputy Mayor and City Administrator
Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Deveron Gibbons

Attorney Shannon Ligon,
daughter of Drs. Reginald
and Mendee Ligon.

Dr. Mendee Ligon met
her future husband, Reginald,
in 1978 at a dental convention
in Washington, D.C.

Give your
money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher
interest rates on your cash with Wells Fargo.
Talk to a banker for more details.
Offer expires April 8, 2018.
Platinum
Savings Account

1.25%
Interest rate for 3 months1

0.32%

Fixed Rate CD

1.60%

Annual Percentage Yield
for 13 months2

Annual Percentage Yield1

• New deposits of $25,000

• New deposits of $25,000

• Wells Fargo’s highest
savings interest rate

• Funds are FDIC-insured
up to the maximum
allowable limits

• Funds are FDIC-insured
up to the maximum
allowable limits

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

1. Special interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 0.31% is valid for the Platinum Savings accounts opened in ID,
MN, NE, UT and WA. Special interest rate and APY of 0.32% is valid for Platinum Savings accounts opened in CT, DC, FL, MD,
NY, TN and VA. Interest rates and APYs available 2/12/2018 to 4/08/2018; subject to change at any time without notice. Special
Interest Rates are available for accounts with aggregate balances up to $1 million, and require $25,000 deposited to the account from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is a blended APY which is
based on the Special Interest Rate for the promotional period and the Standard Interest Rate for remaining months. Minimum
daily account balance of $25,000 must be maintained to earn the shown Special Interest Rate and blended APY. The account
will revert to the Standard Interest Rate for any day the balance falls below the $25,000 minimum daily balance. Interest is
compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account.
As of 2/12/2018 the standard APYs for Platinum Savings accounts in ID, MN, NE, UT and WA with $0.01 and above is 0.01% and
for accounts in CT, DC, FL, MD, NY, TN and VA is 0.03%. Each tier shown reflects the current minimum daily collected balance
required to obtain the applicable APY. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. Platinum Savings’ monthly
service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may reduce earnings.
Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice.
2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective February 12, 2018 - April 8, 2018 and subject to change at any time without notice.
New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000 brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or
its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term:
For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of
the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early
withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to initial term only. At
maturity, the special rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 12 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs
not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. APY shown offered at Wells Fargo Bank locations in
CT, DC, FL, ID, MD, MN, NE, NY, TN, UT, WA and VA only.
Offers cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit offer. Minimum opening deposit requirement of at least
$25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer.
If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring $25,000 minimum opening deposit, you will be
required to do so with another $25,000 opening deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Reproduced,
purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. Minimum opening deposit cannot be transferred from an account at Wells Fargo.
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
© 1999-2018 Wells Fargo. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Open letter to city officials
Dear Honorable Mayor
Rick Kriseman and City
Council Members:
This letter is to serve as
a formal complaint on behalf
of the African-American citizens—who now represent
approximately 24 percent of
the City of St. Petersburg’s
population—regarding the
unprecedented,
unwarranted and most insulting
use of what appeared to be a
“lockdown” of the AfricanAmerican community on
the day that this nation (inclusive of the City of St. Petersburg, Florida) has
reserved for the celebration
of the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., January 16, 2018.
On this day, residents
and entrepreneurs on the
9th Street South Corridor,
predominately
African
American, were not allowed

to congregate, sell or celebrate after 6 p.m.
On this day, once
revered for the elimination
of segregation and Jim
Crowism now a Day of Service; on this day, for the last
30 plus years the City of St.
Petersburg has honored Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. with
a parade, noted as one of the
largest in the southeast
along with a band competition, selling of food and related products, fellowship
and laughter.
It is regarded as a Day of
Freedom despite the residual institutionalized racism
faced by residents in St. Petersburg and the nation. For
example, the death of
African Americans or excessive use of police force on
black people still results in a
paid administrative leave
pending investigation and

the results of the police action are deemed justified.
Even though there is
much “unfinished business”
as African Americans continue to pursue the closing
of opportunity gaps and disparities that plague the community, mostly south St.
Petersburg residents of
color and friends of residents of color have historically celebrated this day
without curfews, disguised
Marshall Law or “lockdown” until January 16,
2018.
It is most troubling to
see such police action resembling those applied to
unwanted communities in a
foreign land, or in communities of great unrest following
a riot or in a community with
massive criminal activity
such as unsolved serial
killings. None of these situ-

ations apply; thus, the outrage for such police insensitivity and misapplication.
The police approach of
“Park, Walk and Talk” will
never be taken seriously
when the police revert to an
approach to policing that is
so dehumanizing and restrictive.
Therefore, many citizens of the City of St. Petersburg
have
several
recommendations to foster
healing in order that the sun
in the City of St. Petersburg
shines on all of us. They include:
An apology from you,
Mr. Mayor, as the responsible party for allowing such
behavior without warning or
cause
A refresher in diversity
training and customer service for assigned officers in
south St. Petersburg

A city staff person assigned to the MLK Day Celebration to ensure civil
rights are protected, allocations are equitable and the
scope and kind of celebrations are aligned with residents’ desire. Note: The
business community, especially those who do not look
like us, has 364 days to enjoy
business as usual protocols
This city staff person will
sit on a community task
force selected by the
African-American community for the array of celebrations for Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day and the Black
History Month’s activities
that follow
Your prompt attention to
this matter is warranted.
Please feel free to contact
me for additional information or clarification. I look
forward to building a collab-

orative relationship with the
City of St. Petersburg that
fosters the development of a
full celebratory event worthy of the Dr. King’s legacy
with respect for all communities and public safety.
Sincerely,
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter, The Grassroots
Community Activist
Cc: Chief Anthony Holloway, Citizens/Police Review Board, The NAACP St.
Petersburg Branch, Maria L.
Scruggs, President of the
NAACP, Janet Wright, Chairperson of the NAACP Coordination Committee

Tampa Bay Collard Green Festival
GREENS, from front page

Dr. Mendee Ligon, DDS
spoke about the importance
of dental care and the direct
linked between dental
health and overall health,
and history came to life
through an interactive skit
and
Trail Walk by the African
American Heritage Association.
Now, back to the food.
In listening to many of
the collard greens chefs, the
secret to killer greens
seemed to be in the seasoning mix and the olive oil.
“A bag of greens, some
turkey wings and seasoning,” Wilson revealed about
Hosey’s recipe, adding that
he puts them in an electric
pressure cooker for 25 minutes.
National award winning
Chef Edouardo Jordan,
owner of Salare Restaurant

in Seattle, said that his approach is old school.
“What I do is as classic
as any grandmother would
cook her collard greens,”
said Jordan, who is a native
of St. Pete. “We do everything in-house at our restaurant. We smoke our own
ham hocks; we make our
own stock. From there we’re
cooking the collard greens
slow and low just like my
grandmother did and present it as is!”
Jordan was named
“Food & Wine” magazine
Best New Chef in 2016 and
last year was nominated for
the James Beard Culinary
Award for Best Chef: Northwest.
“It’s like the Grammy of
our industry,” said Jordan.
At the end of the day,
Bernard Rembart from
Munch’s Sundries on

Fourth Street won the cookoff, besting nine other local
chefs. Kevin Harris was the
runner-up and Festival Favorite went to Ms. Lorene
from Lorene’s Fish & Crab
House. This year’s competition was stiff so if you’re considering
entering
the
cook-off next year, you better start now perfecting your
recipe.
That same evening, Collard Greens After Dark
wrapped up the festival at
the Manhattan Casino.
Sponsored by the Callaloo
Group and Healthy Start,
the evening was full of soul
food, cocktails and entertainment featuring Sharon Scott,
Queenofex Carter and Deneen Wyman.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Chef Edouardo Jordan
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bringing cultural and economic boost to Skyway District
FESTIVAL , from front page

orphaned children. Some of
his paintings are inspired by
the richness of Haiti and
how proud the people are.
“So much devastation,
but it was beautiful; the people themselves, their souls
were beautiful,” he recalled.
Creators such as the
founders of Etc. Crafts, who
presented a number of their
uniquely designed treasures, Eugenia ConnorWashington’s mixed-media
quilts and Janis McLamoreSmith’s clay and glass mosaics, all displayed their
work.
“I’m a quilt artist,” Connor-Washington remarked.
She creates functional
quilts, bed-sized quilts and

art quilts. “I design fabrics
and dye fabrics with different techniques and employ
them in my work.”
Of her delicate but powerful clay mosaics, McLamore-Smith works primarily
in clay and stained glass
with themes tending to be
more Afrocentric and Native American.
Other artists with
unique works included
Land O’ Lakes resident
Arnold Swepson, Jr., whose
busts and full-body-sized
works were made of repurposed metal from air conditioning filters and chicken
wire, and 24-year-old artist
Kendra, newly transplanted
to Jacksonville from New

York, was there representing a younger demographic.
“I got inspired to start
painting last year but I’ve
been an artist since I was
eight years old,” she professed. “My inspiration
comes from history and
showing people that there’s
not just fear but beauty in
it.”
Kendra’s art incorporated her comic-strip-inspired
graphics
with
found-art objects.
Carrie Boucher and
crew were on hand with the
NOMAD Art Bus providing
a live art-making experience for the festival’s
youngest attendees, who

brought their visions to life
on the specially retrofitted
bus. They are based here in
St. Pete but travel throughout the Tampa Bay area interacting with the public by
bus painting.
“What I like to say is
that we’re a crew of rogue
art teachers who drop-in in
the community and do art
engagement with kids.”
The Bluebird Book Bus
also reached out to the
youth in attendance with
their literary offerings.
For Bristol, the festival
was a success for a number
of reasons.
“This was the third year
of the festival. One change
this year, other than the lo-

cation, was that this year we
were able to actually rent
out a theater at the Sundial
to host the film component,
and that was extremely successful.”
And whether listening
to the sounds of Adams’
complex horn solos, enjoying the dance and drums of
Dundu Dole and Kuumba
or experiencing moving
renditions of classic black
poems performed by the
Black History Pageant
Alumni, audience members
on the plaza were kept enrapt by the energy, spectacle and emotion of the
performers.
“This year we did a
major highlight in perform-

ing arts…it was still a highlight on arts and culture, but
that performance piece was
critical,” said Bristol, who
also sits on the boards of
Creative Pinellas and Studio@620. “And for the Skyway district, they needed
something to bring traffic to
that plaza. Even the following day people came to that
mall because they said that
they saw the parking lot was
full the day before.“
The arts festival was definitely an economic boost
for the vendors inside the
Skyway Mall, which was always a part of Bristol’s mission: to impact the
community where the festival was held.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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INFORMATION WANTED REGARDING
Looking for SON of WILLIE CLYDE LYONS,
deceased, or his kin. Last seen as a teenager in 1983 at
his grandmother’s funeral, accompanied by his mother.
Mother’s name possibly Bessie. Was residing in Atlanta
Georgia area at the time. Age now about 50. Family

The following job is currently available:
• Parking Enforcement Supervisor (Job IDF 16130)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs

tie to St. Petersburg Florida, maybe birthplace. Contact

or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

RLyonsLarry at roslarry@aol.com or 972-849-1800.

USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A woman of law
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Tamara Felton-Howard
dedicates her life to defending others and assisting them in resolving
legal issues. With 20
years working in law and
real estate, her work is essential to the black community in St. Pete. She
aspired to become a
lawyer because of her admiration for the work of
civil rights hero Thurgood Marshall and she
aims to show other
women that it’s possible to
balance career and personal life.
Like many of Americans,
Felton-Howard
worked hard to fulfill her
dream of becoming a professional. She confronted
being an African-American woman in an environment where very few of
her colleagues shared the
same characteristics.
She is a cum laude
graduate of Florida A&M
University’s School of
Business and Industry;
Stetson University College of Law with a Masters
of
Business
Administration and Juris
Doctorate degrees and
the University of Miami
where she earned a Master of Law in Real Property Development Law.
Being a black woman,
Felton-Howard
faced
many challenges in the
legal world. During her
years working in the business sector, she never felt
limited by the color of her
skin, but after entering
the law field she faced a
battle she didn’t expect.
“When I was in law
school, we probably had
in my class seven people
of color. You had very few
people of color who had
been on law review; this

I know what I’m doing!

was in 1994. I was the first
African American to graduate [from my university]
with an MBA and a law
degree. Things are moving slowly in the legal profession but are definitely
changing,”
FeltonHoward said.
In June 2017, she decided to make a big jump
and opened her practice.
Felton-Howard did
not take the conventional
route. After she left the
state attorney’s office, she
went to work for attorney,
now Senator, Darryl Rouson, who at the time was
president of the St. Pete
chapter of the NAACP.
She had a front-row
seat to Rouson’s actions to
improve conditions in the
black community
“As I’ve gotten older
and progressed in my career, I try to focus on two
or three specific areas of
the law, mainly probate,
real estate and guardianship, but throughout my
career, I’ve practiced real
estate, criminal, family
and business law, as well
as probate, and guardianship.”
After working for a
few years in private practice, Felton-Howard became the general counsel
for Urban Development
Solutions, Inc., a real estate development firm
that specializes in developing commercial properties.
Big issue: The law
and stereotypes
As a mother of two
sons, both of them in their
20s and a teenage daughter, Felton-Howard worries every time they step
out of the door. For her,
it’s painful to think that
her children have to
worry about whether they
are going to get shot by
the police. As a mother, a
wife and as a sister, those
incidents make her heart

quiver.
“We have had so many
negative experiences with
the law, and you have all
the stuff that’s going on
with African Americans,
law enforcement and the
justice system. You have
people who are fearful of
whether they’ll get a fair
shake. You have to engage and participate in
the system,” she said
about the relationship between black people and
the law. “You can’t expect
the relationship between
the community and the
law enforcement to improve if we don’t engage
[them] positively and constructively.”
She also points out
the need for training law
enforcers to have the ability to de-escalate confrontational situations.
Even with all of the issues between black people
and
the
law,
Felton-Howard
would
rather live in her hometown than any other city.
She even moved to Atlanta at one point. After
spending 10 months in
the ATL, she missed the
sense of camaraderie and
community that St. Petersburg offers.
The fact that Tamara
Felton-Howard
is
a
lawyer, some might place
her in the “angry black
woman” category. For
her, it’s an unfair stereotype.
“We deal with a lot of
issues that other races or
nationalities may not deal
with. For the most part,
we’re not angry women at
all. Sometimes we’re
just passionate about inequality, our community
and things that are important to us,” she finished.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the
Tampa Bay area.

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Nine years ago was a pivotal moment in Michael
Shorter’s life as he sat in
the back of a police car reflecting on the decisions
that landed him there. In
that place of exile, the
seeds of life deposited in
him by his family were
beginning to take root
and produce.
Shorter’s faith and belief in his higher power
was being tested for his
own truth, not just about
a God that he had heard
about. By his own account, God said to him, ‘I
know what I am doing.’
Shorter simply called out
for Jesus.
Last Sunday morning,
the evidence was clear
that God indeed knows
what he is doing when
Shorter stood in the pulpit at Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church and delivered his
first sermon as a minister,
and he indeed delivered.
“I don’t know why
God chose me for such a
time as this. I asked him
myself, ‘God are you
crazy and do you know
what you are doing up
there?’”
Shorter had been in
preparation for that day
for a while. He is a calm,
spirited young man who
has keen focus to details.
His demeanor suggests
business and his attitude
respect. His mother,
Jewel Shorter, refers to
him as the child every
mother would want.
“Prosper where you
have been placed, build
houses, plant gardens
and multiply,” exclaimed
Shorter, before a thunderous ovation from the
audience. “It’s already in
you.”
As the days leading
up to this big moment in
his life, he became nervously unrested – a side of
him rarely seen. He went
from raking the yard to
cleaning the car to rearranging the garage. He
went from one thing to
the other. He was preparing to deliver.

Michael Shorter
He credits his pastor
and uncle, Rev. Louis
Murphy, Sr., with keeping
him focused on the matter at hand. He stated that
Pastor Murphy was instrumental in helping
him to see life from a different perspective.
Shorter reminded the
supportive congregation
to pray for their peace because the promise is still
in place.
“Minister Shorter delivered a powerful word
from God this morning
from Jeremiah 29:11, I
Know What I’m Doing,”
stated Bertha Young, a
long time senior member
of Mt. Zion Progressive.
“The message was well
spoken. I’m so very
proud how God is using
him.”
Shorter, a native of St.
Petersburg and graduate
of Gibbs High School’s
BETA (Business, Economic and Technology
Academy) program, is a
licensed funeral director
with Anderson McQueen. In 2005, he became the first Eagle
Scout from Troop 223,
based at Mt. Zion Progressive.

His involvement in
community and civic
service includes St. Petersburg Young Professionals
committee
member, co-chair of community outreach committee for EMERGE Tampa
Bay Young Professionals
and was one of 40 Tampa
Bay Business Journal’s
Up & Comers in 2013,
just to name a few.
He has current membership with the Rotary
Club of St. Petersburg
(board member) and is
the executive director of
1st Downs 4 Life, a program founded by NFL
player Louis Murphy Jr.
Minister Shor ter is
married to Ashley, his
wife of seven years.
They have two children- Michael III, 2, and
Sarai, 6.
Last Sunday had a far
different outlook for
Minister Shorter than
his experience nine
years ago. However, that
pivotal moment led to the
understanding that God
knows what He is doing.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

CONNECT
WITH US!
The lawyer. Tamara Felton-Howard, is the president of
Felton-Howard Law, P.A. located in St. Petersburg. She practiced
law since 1998 after her admission to the Florida Bar.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Healing hearts of our children after traumatic loss
find healing. We must ensure we meet the unique
needs of those in the
African-American community who’re dealing with
grief and trauma.
Empath Health has
come together to support
children in south St. Petersburg who’ve experienced sudden deaths of
loved ones. We recently
held the first of three
Healing Hearts grief
camps for boys and girls
ages eight to 13 at Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve. The
second camp’s scheduled
at that same site on Saturday, March 10. Funding’s
provided by an Empath
Health Women’s Giving
Network grant.
“I saw a need for the
community because there
had been a lot of traumatic

BY LASHANTE KEYS
Empath Health Community
Partnership Specialist

PINELLAS COUNTY –
We mourn with heavy
hearts after this recent
Parkland school shooting
tragedy. Too many young
lives and people who
shielded them are gone
too soon. Too many survivors and loved ones are
left behind to deal with
this monumental, painful
loss.
Shootings, suicides,
accidental overdoses, car
accidents and other sudden deaths strike unexpectedly and shake our
worlds. It can be devastating for anyone to face
such trauma. And as parents or guardians, we’re
additionally responsible
for helping our children

events, including car accidents and other situations.
I wanted to make sure
there was a resource for
the children. It’s the beginning of helping a community start to talk about grief
because that can be a difficult situation. Hopefully,
it’s a path to help children
at an early age get introduced to being in touch
with their emotions and living healthy lives,” explained Empath Health
Director of Provider and
Community
Relations
Karen Davis-Pritchett, who
made the grant proposal.
Campers experienced
a half-day of kinship, education and expression
around death and the grief
process in a peaceful outdoor setting. They were
comforted by various fun

and therapeutic activities
with our staff and uplifted
by words of inspiration
from community leaders,
including Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch
and Pinellas County
School Board Chair Rene
Flowers. Activities included an ice breaker, creating
masks,
music
therapy, nature walk,
recreation, wooden heart
memorial and circle of
support.
Dee Brandon is a longtime Suncoast Hospice licensed social worker of
more than 20 years. Brandon has a pediatric specialty and focuses on
counseling critically ill or
injured children. She assisted Davis-Pritchett with
developing and facilitating
camp activities.

Lillie Welch (grandmother) and
Janiyah Spratley at Camp Healing Hearts
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“Being able to come
back and work with the
kids just warms my heart.
Boyd Hill’s right in the
neighborhood. It was so
beautiful. All of the kids
have had very significant
losses. The camp really
benefited the kids in a lot
of ways because it put
them in an environment
where they could talk
about their feelings with
other kids. They really
bonded. It was like sacred
ground,” reported Brandon.
The children and their
families learned about the
stages, signs and healing
of grief.
She explained, “Some
kids were feeling a lot of
sadness, had dreams
about their loved ones or
were nervous talking

about their loved ones because they didn’t want to
upset other people in their
families. There may be
anger or changes in behavior, sleeping patterns
and appetites. Parents
need to be aware of what
to be looking for.”
The kids also learned
how to move forward with
their emotions in positive
ways.
“All of the people there
were so supportive of the
kids. We helped show
them that what they’re
going through is normal,
validated feelings, provided healthy coping
mechanisms and encouraged finding a support
system of safe people who
they can talk to about their
feelings. It was pretty
amazing,” Brandon said.

Karen David Pritchett, Diamond Chambers and
Janiyah Spratley at the camp
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At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For more than 40 years, we have
SURYLGHGFRPSDVVLRQDWHOLIHFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County hospice:
•

With freestanding specialized care centers providing continuous medical care if
your loved one has uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their quality of
life and your peace of mind.

•

Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000 community volunteers, helping us
provide the best possible care for your loved one.

•

With a local foundation that supports services and care not paid for by insurance.
This means your donations and support of our hospice stay in your community.

•

That’s part of the larger Empath Health network including palliative care, home
health, elder care, advance care planning and more – offering complete support
for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

YOUR
CHURCH AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

INSPIRATIONS

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

Faith Is
“...The just shall live by faith.”
Habakkuk 2:4
“Faith is the freedom to choose GOD as your
one and only guide;
Faith is the anointing and awareness of what
JESUS can provide.
Faith is the instrument and inspiration of GOD’s
true and living Word;
Faith is the truth that sets the captives free when
it has been heard.
Faith is trusting GOD no matter what the cost;
Faith is knowing JESUS is there no matter
what’s been lost.
Faith gives you strength to hold on to your peace
in the midst of a storm.
Faith gives you hope and courage when your
heart is hurt and torn.
Faith in GOD has taught me that evil has no victory.
Faith has shown me over and over, it has become my history.

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

Faith is keeping your mind on JESUS CHRIST
alone.
Faith is being a witness to GOD’s grace and
mercy and trusting that He’ll bring you to His
eternal home.”
AMEN
“And JESUS said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith
hath made thee whole...”
Mark 10:52
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation give thanks to
God for his continual mercy,
grace and abundant blessings. We strive to give God
our utmost praise for the
awesome gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ and offer to our
community an opportunity
to share in our praise as we
pursue our mission of Creating a Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
The
series,
‘Doing
What’s Not Been Done –
Change’ by Pastor Brown
continued with the question:
What Will Change Cost You?
With Jonah 3:1-10 as the
scriptural backgrounds, the
response to the questions
was: Change Needs Us
Open to Fulfilling the Task,
Open to Forgiving the Trifling and Open to Fixing the

Temperament. Please join
us on Sunday for the next installment as we continue in
the book of Jonah.
We begin the month of
March with the J.O.Y Mime
Ministry’s ‘A.C.T.S of Praise’
service featuring Expressions of Praise (STBC) Liturgical Dance – Ashley
Mitchell and Warriors of
Praise on March 11 @ 4pm.
St. Mark’s HealthCare Ministry is sponsoring a Health
Fair in collaboration with
Empath Health on March 24
from 9:00 am through 2:00
pm. We pray that the community will take advantage of
the opportunity to receive
screenings and information
to improve their health along
with give-a-ways of clothing
and school supplies. Finally,
on March 25 @ 3:30 pm the
Male Chorus presents its annual Men in Harmony Con-

Faith Memorial MBC
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church (Rev.
Robert A. Vinson, Jr, Pastor) will celebrate the church’s
49th Church Anniversary on Sunday, March 18 at 10:45
a.m. Pastor Mark Greene of Traveler’s Rest Missionary
Baptist Church will deliver the message and the Traveler’s Rest congregation will also worship with
us. Please join us to celebrate this joyous occasion.

Pastor’s Corner
cert featuring individuals and
Male Chorus’ from around
the area. It promises to be
another great time of worship through song provided
by men of the community.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Silence is Stillness
“Be still and know that I am God: I will be
exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted
in the earth.” Psalm 46:10
Silence is more than not speaking. Silence is holistic. Silence is quieting our bodies – every muscle, every organ and every
cell. Silence is quieting our souls – our minds,
our emotions, our intellect and our will. Silence is getting in touch with our spirits so
that the Holy Spirit has free reign our lives.
Good things begin in the silence. When
we are silent, something good truly begins.
When we are still the good desires of our
hearts come into expression. We can have a
new beginning in the stillness and the silence
anytime and anywhere. Through the stillness and the silence, we learn to be more and
to do less. We learn to yield more to the Spirit
and we are less likely to force things. In this

consciousness of stillness and silence, we do
less making things happen and more letting
things happen organically.
It is only when we are truly silent and still
that we “know that He is God.” It is in knowing that “He is God” that we are able to be
completely loving to everyone regardless of
who they are and what they have done. It is
in knowing that “He is God” that we are able
to be full of joy even when sorrow is all
around us. It is in knowing that “He is God”
that we are able to be totally at peace when
confusion is rampant. It is in knowing that
“He is God” that our doubts are settled, and
our fears are relieved. When we reach this
state of being, no matter what is going on in
our lives, as stated in today’s reading, we are
able to “stand still and see the salvation of the
Lord.”

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady Teresa L.
Evans (have a heart for the
people), the Official Family and
Members welcome you aboard
the SS Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting our
with our Bread of Life Ministry
at 11:00 am, followed by
Wednesday in the Word (the
Learning Arm of our church)
at 12:00 noon and again at 7:00
pm. We drop our Anchor until
Sundays, where we set sail
again with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 pm and finally our
Mid Morning Worship Service
at 10:45 am. All are Welcomed
to use this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s just nice to be
nice” church. Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us to
much, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
SEASON
OF
LENT
UNTIL MARCH 25, 2018
March Gladness at the Ship
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS:

Friday, March 9, 2018 at
7:00 pm Church Conference,
Pastor Evans is encouraging
ALL Members of the Ship to be
present and on time, many
Church related business matters to be discussed.
Sunday, March 11, 2018 at
Both Worship Services - Seasoned Saints Recognition Sunday, Sponsored by:
The
Deaconess Ministry, please
see Deaconess Liz Perkins,
Ministry Leader to future information, possible registration information will be located on the
Information Table in the
Atrium. Also Visiting with us
at the 7:45 am Worship Service
will be ”The Delta's.”
Monday, March 12, 2018 at
7:00 pm – Pre-Planning Seminar. The community is welcomed to attend as well. Please
see Bro. Dwayne E. Matt for
further clarity or questions.
March 17-18, 2018 – Trip to
Atlanta, GA for the Ordination
Service of Pastor Elect Le'Zaire
Reese – Final arrangements
and payment needs, please see
Sis. Penny Williams, Transportation Ministry Leader.
Saturday, March 24, 2018
at 9:00 am - Women's Ministry
Prayer Breakfast, which will be
held in the Upper Room, Donation for this Event is $12.00,
See any member of this Ministry or Sis. Cynthia Pierce,
Ministry Leader for your
ticket(s).
March 25, 2018 – PALM
SUNDAY at 9:30 am - The
Drama Ministry Presentation
of Easter – 3:00 pm Ordination
Services for Friendship Ministers – Road to Calvary – Details
TBA.
MARK YOUR APRIL CALENDAR: RESURRECTION
Sunday Morning Schedule:
April 1, 2018. Our Service
Times are Sunrise Service 6:45
am, 8:30 am Church Sunday
School and 9:45 am Resurrection Sunday Mid-Morning
Worship.
Saturday, April 14, 2018,
Evangelism E-Team Fishing
Outing and Worship, 9:00 am

until 3:00 pm - Must Register,
information will be located on
the Information Table in the
near future. Also, Sunday,
April 15, 2018 will be Evangelism Round-up Sunday at Both
Worship Services Our Special
Guest Evangelist will be Dr.
Oliver K. Patterson, Sr., Chairman of the Evangelism Board
of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., will be the
guest Evangelist. See Min.
Sharon P. Saulsby, Ministry
Leader, for further information.
Saturday, April 21, 2018
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm –
Women's Ministry Presents
our Annual Spring Lunch (formerly Annual Tea), this year's
theme is “Bountiful Blessings
for the Women of God”, Scripture: 2 Corinthian 9:11-12. Attention ALL Women of the
Ship, the Table selections are
underway, at this point, there
are a few tables left, if you
would like to sponsor a table,
please see Sis. Pierce as soon
as possible. See any member
of this ministry for your
Ticket(s), the Donation is
$10.00 per ticket., also, please
make plans to attend our Meeting, Second Tuesday, of each
month at 7:00 pm.
Thank
You, Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry Leader.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Friendship's Women's Ministry
Leader is reminding ALL the
women at the Ship, that we are
now collecting the White Only
Wash Cloths and Bath Towels
for our Out-Reach Project, a
box has been placed in the
Atrium. Deadline date is
March 25, 2018. Anyone doing
a Walmart Gift Card, see Sis.
Pierce directly.
FLORIDA
GENERAL
BAPTIST CONVENTION,
INC. NEWS:: Florida General
Baptist Convention Annual
Session, April 1-6, 2018, Hyatt
Regency Hotel Riverfront, 225
East Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, Florida 32202, (904)
588-1234.
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DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE
Saturday, Feb. 24, The B.I.G. Entertainment Group held their second daddy-daughter dance titled “A King and His Princess” at Pinellas Technical
College’s St. Pete campus. The evening was filled with good food, spoken word, storytelling and fathers treating their little girls like princesses.

