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ON-BODY, INWARD-FACING ANTENNAS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 62/480,739, filed Apr. 3, 2017, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

NOTICE OF GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED
RESEARCH

This invention was made with Government support under
grant contract number ECCS0901779 awarded by National
Science Foundation. The Government has certain rights in
the invention.

BACKGROUND

Microwave radiometric sensing is a means to realize
portable, non-invasive, wireless thermometry in order to
detect subsurface core body temperatures. The antennas
used in microwave radiometry have special considerations
in that they must meet high beam efficiency, low ohmic loss,
narrow beam solid angle, and high input matching require-
ments. The antenna can be regarded as one of the most
critical components limiting radiometer system performance
as being viable for both treatment and detection in the
biomedical realm.

Human body antenna designs should explicitly show that
all requirements for successfully sensing have been met.
Many antenna designs for human body sensing have been
presented that exhibit adequate in-band return loss (=10 dB),
but the radiation characteristics are not always provided.
Significant shortcomings in the antenna pattern can be
masked if the radiation pattern is not provided. Particularly,
the antenna should radiate in the broadside direction toward
the body and should not be sensitive to the ambient envi-
ronment nor other areas outside of the body. It is well
documented that unwanted and augmented side lobes occur
when surface waves reach the edge of a finite ground plane
and radiate into the propagation medium. This surface wave
propagation negatively affects both the efficiency and radia-
tion pattern of planar antennas and must be mitigated in
order to accurately sense while the antenna is on-body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure may be better understood with
reference to the following figures. Matching reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the fig-
ures, which are not necessarily drawn to scale.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a conventional planar
antenna.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an experimental setup that
emulates human tissue.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view that illustrates four different
radiation propagation environments including: (a) full-space
air, (b) a full-space composite body, (¢) an infinite volume,
upper half-space composite body, and (d) a finite volume,
half-space stratified body.

FIG. 4 is a graph that shows the simulated reflection
coeflicient for a conventional planar antenna within each of
the propagation environments identified in FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a graph that shows the measured and simulated
reflection coefficient for the conventional planar antenna
within the propagation environments (a) and (d) identified in
FIG. 3.
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FIG. 6 is a diagram that shows the simulated radiation
pattern for the conventional planar antenna within each of
the propagation environments identified in FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 is a diagram that shows the measured and simu-
lated radiation pattern for the conventional planar antenna
within full-space air.

FIG. 8 is a diagram that shows the measured and simu-
lated radiation pattern for the conventional planar antenna
within a finite volume, half-space stratified body.

FIG. 9A is a top view of an embodiment of a novel
antenna that incorporates an electromagnetic bandgap struc-
ture.

FIG. 9B is a side view of the antenna of FIG. 9A.

FIG. 9C is a detail view of a rectangular unit cell
transformed from the radial unit cell of the electromagnetic
bandgap structure shown in FIG. 9A.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an equivalent circuit for the
unit cell of FIG. 9C.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of an Ansys HFSS setup for a
capacitive pi-network shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an Ansys HFSS setup for
an inductor network shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of an Ansys HFSS setup for
a transmission-line network shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 14 is an x-directed dispersion diagram for the
electromagnetic band gap unit cell using the HFSS eigen-
mode solver.

FIG. 15 is a graph that shows a simulated reflection
coeflicient of electromagnetic bandgap antenna within each
propagation environment identified in FIG. 3.

FIG. 16 is a graph that shows a simulated and measured
reflection coeflicient of electromagnetic bandgap antenna
within the propagation environments (a) and (d) identified in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 17 is a diagram that shows a simulated radiation
pattern for electromagnetic bandgap antenna within each of
the propagation environment identified in FIG. 3.

FIG. 18 is a diagram that shows a simulated (dashed line)
and measured (solid line) normalized gain (dB) of an
electromagnetic bandgap spiral antenna in contact with a
human tissue phantom.

FIG. 19A is a diagram that shows a simulated normalized
gain (dB) of electromagnetic bandgap spiral antenna versus
a conventional spiral antenna in contact with a human tissue
phantom.

FIG. 19B is a diagram that shows a measured normalized
gain (dB) of electromagnetic bandgap spiral antenna versus
a conventional spiral antenna in contact with a human tissue
phantom.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As noted above, unwanted and augmented side lobes
occur when surface waves reach the edge of a finite ground
plane of an on-body, inward-facing antenna and such side
lobes negatively affect both the efficiency and radiation
pattern of the antenna. It can, therefore, be appreciated that
it would be desirable to have antennas for on-body micro-
wave radiometric sensing that are less susceptible to surface
wave propagation. Disclosed herein are examples of such
antennas. In some embodiments, the antennas comprise an
electromagnetic bandgap structure comprising multiple con-
tinuous, concentric conductors that surround a planar central
antenna element and attenuate surface wave propagation.
Such antennas can be made to have thicknesses less than one
quarter wave of the radiation wavelength and, therefore, are
particularly suitable for application to the skin of a human
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being or animal. In some embodiments, the antennas are
incorporated into microwave radiometric sensors that can be
used to measure core body temperature.

In the following disclosure, various specific embodiments
are described. It is to be understood that those embodiments
are example implementations of the disclosed inventions
and that alternative embodiments are possible. All such
embodiments are intended to fall within the scope of this
disclosure.

This disclosure describes a design process for inward-
facing antennas for on-body sensing. In one embodiment, an
antenna comprises a quasi-corrugated, symmetric, electro-
magnetic bandgap structure that is used to mitigate
unwanted side lobes that arise from on-body, inward-facing
antennas. The effectiveness of the approach is highlighted by
comparing the simulated and measured radiation character-
istics of an on-body spiral antenna both with and without the
electromagnetic bandgap structure. Experimental measure-
ments show an improvement in the broadside gain, side
gain, and rear gain of 3.84 dB, 2.64 dB, and 8 dB, respec-
tively from the EBG antenna over the convention antenna.
Likewise, simulations show an improvement in the broad-
side gain, side gain, and rear gain of 0 dB, 7 dB, and 7 dB,
respectively. Main beam efficiency is improved from
45.33% and 54.43% for the conventional antenna to 87.59%
and 86.36% for the EBG antenna for simulated and mea-
sured beam efficiencies, respectively.

Designing antennas for human body contact sensing
imposes a number of restrictions that are specific to this
unique case. Antenna input match along with radiation and
beam efficiencies must be precisely known and maximized
in this scenario. There exist few works in the literature that
explicitly outline how to design antennas for on-body,
inward-facing applications. Generally speaking, these works
fail to discuss how to mitigate unwanted side lobes that are
present within this application. A planar, one-arm Archime-
dean spiral antenna has been chosen as a candidate antenna
element due to its wideband impedance characteristics, high
efficiency, and the relative ease in realizing a feeding net-
work. A design process is presented to attain satisfactory
impedance match for an antenna in contact with a human
tissue-mimicking phantom.

Archimedean spiral antennas are considered frequency
independent because of the broadband pattern and imped-
ance characteristics they exhibit. A one-arm Archimedean
spiral antenna can be modeled using the curves specified in

M

where M=curve ‘a’ or ‘b’, R,, represents the radial distance
along the surface, C,,,, is the expansion coefficient of spiral
(equals 1 for Archimedean spiral), @, is the rotation
angle which is equal to 2rt-(# of spiral turns), r,,, is the inner
radius of spiral at a rotation angle of zero, r,,, is the outer
radius of spiral at the maximum rotation angle, and w is the
spiral width which equals to 1, (D ,,070)~ .o (P 42e)- The
active region of a spiral (where coherent radiation occurs
because currents along the spiral arms have identical phase)
is realized when the circumference of the spiral equals one
wavelength. The theoretical minimum, f,,,,, and maximum,
{2 frequency limit of operation are given in Equations (2)
and (3), respectively

R inpat CoxpPangle
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-continued
¢ (3)

(ZH'rin\/‘gr,Eff)

Fnax =

where ¢ is the speed of light, ¢, - is the effective relative
permittivity of the propagation medium, r,,=r,, (®,), and
rout:Cexp.q)max-'-rin,b(q)O)'

The design process for an on-body, inward-facing, one-
arm Archimedean spiral antenna will now be described. The
initial antenna dimensions can be obtained from Equations
(2) and (3). A composite dielectric quantity is defined for the
stratified body tissue layers. The composite or effective
permittivity is the weighted sum of all dielectric constants
for each tissue layer up to the plane-wave power penetration
depth. The Lorentz-Lorenz effective medium approximation
(EMA) is used to average the components into a composite
material. The Lorentz-Lorenz EMA is shown by

Ereff — 1 (C)]

Erer +2

_ZN: 8;—1
T4 y‘£;+2
i=1

where &, and v, are the complex dielectric constants and
volume fractions, respectively, of layer “i” to a maximum
layer number of N. The antenna is designed in a lossless
effective propagation medium with no ground plane using
the above spiral parameters. A substrate and ground plane
are added to the design at a distance near to A4 from the
antenna element. Manufacturing process restrictions deter-
mine the closet obtainable substrate height to the A, /4
distance. Dielectric losses are added to the full-space com-
posite medium and the antenna parameters are re-tuned. The
full-space medium is replaced by finite thickness stratified
lossy tissue layers and the antenna is re-tuned. After a
satisfactory impedance match is obtained, the radiation
pattern is corrected.

The structure and dimensions of one proposed antenna are
illustrated in FIG. 1, An antenna was printed on a 6.35
mm-thick FR-4 substrate using a commercial printed circuit
board printing process. The antenna was fed with a panel
mount subminiature connector with an extruded polytetra-
fluoroethylene insulator. Open-ended stubs were inserted
between the spiral windings to enable the integration of
resistive loading in order to artificially emulate substrate
loss. This artificial addition of loss is intended to control the
radiation efficiency of the spiral antenna. A three-layer
human tissue mimicking phantom representing skin, fat, and
muscle was used during testing (see FIG. 2). The dielectric
constant of the phantom was independently measured and
was used as theoretical values during the design phase.

The Ansys HFSS program was used to simulate the
conventional antenna reflection coeflicient across a fre-
quency range of 0.1 to 3 GHz for four different propagation
environments. The four propagation environments are illus-
trated in FIG. 3: (a) embedded in full-space air, (b) embed-
ded within a full-space effective dielectric body, (¢) in
contact with an infinite volume upper half-space effective
dielectric body, and (d) in contact with a finite volume
multi-layered upper space dielectric body. FIG. 4 shows the
simulated reflection coefficients for the conventional
antenna with the four abovementioned cases. Each simu-
lated case gives a similar reflection coefficient response.
These reflection coefficient similarities imply that simpler
design scenarios (the full-space and half-space composite
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setups) can be used as an initial approximation for more
complex design scenarios (the stratified multi-layer setup).
FIG. 5 compares the conventional antenna simulated and
measured reflection coefficients for propagation environ-
ment’s (a) in air and (d) in contact with a finite volume
multilayer upper half-space dielectric body.

A network analyzer was used to measure the reflection
coeflicient for the fabricated conventional antenna in contact
with the stratified human tissue phantom. The reflection
coeflicient for both the measured and simulated on-body
sensing scenario was better than —10 dB over the frequency
range of 0.4 to 3+ GHz. Likewise, the reflection coefficient
was better than —20 dB over the frequency ranges of 0.9 to
1.55 GHz and 1.8 to 2.4 GHz for the measured on-body
sensing scenario and better than -20 dB over the frequency
range of 0.72 to 2.52 GHz for the same simulated scenario.
The measured and simulated reflection coefficients for the
antenna in the air matched reasonably well. However, the
measured reflection coefficient for the on-body antenna
exhibited more resonances than the simulated response.
These differences are believed to be due to the uncertainty
in the measurement of the actual permittivity value of the
phantoms used during measurements. A notable difference
between the simulation and actual setup lies in the assump-
tion that there is a static dielectric constant per frequency for
each individual phantom when in reality the actual phantom
exhibits changes in the dielectric constant with spatial area
and depth.

Ansys HFSS was also used to simulate the antenna
radiation patterns at 1.4 GHz. The fabricated antenna radia-
tion patterns were measured in an anechoic chamber. The
normalized realized gains for the four simulated cases are
given in FIG. 6. The antenna pattern was maximized in the
side direction for the full-space case, while the pattern was
maximized in the reverse direction for the half-space cases.
The difference in the propagation environment is notable
because the full-space lossy body (which emulates an
embedded antenna) provided equal attenuation in all direc-
tions and helped to more evenly distribute the antenna
pattern. The nulls in all patterns (which are more pro-
nounced in the full-space pattern) were the result of surface
wave propagation causing destructive interference. In con-
trast, on-body inward facing antennas only have attenuation
in the forward direction from the body and no losses in all
other directions from air. As the half-space patterns suggest,
a surface wave suppression method must be implemented in
order to ensure that the antenna has an adequate pattern for
on-body sensing. Both half-space patterns are similar, which
implies that the composite scenario can be used as an initial
approximation for the stratified scenario. The measured and
simulated radiation patterns for the antenna in air and in
contact with the body are given in FIG. 7 and FIG. 8,
respectively.

The simulated and measured main beam efficiency at 1.4
GHz for the propagation environment (d), where the spiral
antenna is in contact with a finite volume multi-layered
upper space dielectric body, were 45.33% and 54.43%,
respectively.

The design of an in-plane continuous electromagnetic
bandgap cylindrical structure is presented and integrated
with the previous conventional spiral antenna design. Simu-
lated and measured results are presented for a spiral antenna
integrated with the electromagnetic bandgap structure.
Radiation characteristics are compared for the scenarios
with and without the electromagnetic bandgap structure.

Special attention must be paid to the design of inward
facing on-body antennas in order to mitigate unwanted side
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lobes that arise in the antenna pattern. For microstrip anten-
nas, these augmented side lobes can occur due to the
unwanted propagation of surface waves. Dielectric slabs and
metal surfaces over a ground plane (non-grounded struc-
tures) support surface waves. Surface waves radiate when
discontinuities exist within an antenna structure. The surface
waves that become trapped in the substrate, travel toward
and lead to diffraction at the edges of a finite ground plane.
This ground plane edge diffraction leads to unwanted radia-
tion into the propagation medium. Surface wave propagation
can negatively affect the efficiency and radiation pattern of
a microstrip antenna and can also cause undesirable mutual
coupling between neighboring devices.

Electromagnetic bandgap structures can be used to alter
the geometry of a structure so that surface waves can be
attenuated as they travel across the structure. A corrugated
structure is a metal slab where vertical slots have been cut
out. The slots are treated as a parallel-plate transmission line
where the slot depth is typically one-quarter wavelength
long. The ground plane (or short circuit) at the bottom of the
slot is transformed into an open circuit at the top of the slot
and this transformation results in a high impedance value.
Describing this process in another way, the corrugated
structure makes the ground plane appear electrically larger
due to the current travelling a longer distance in contrast to
a planar ground plane. Also, the slot depths can be reduced
by introducing a loading material. Dielectric loading for the
corrugated structure has drawbacks due to special machin-
ing, which is not practical, along with an increased cost and
weight that is required to realize the one-quarter wavelength
corrugated structure slot depth for lower frequencies.

The planar electromagnetic bandgap structure disclosed
herein is an evolution from the corrugated structure. The
basic premise of the proposed electromagnetic bandgap is
that both dielectric loading and the inductance to ground can
be increased to lower the electromagnetic bandgap structure
resonance frequency. There must be many corrugations per
wavelength, but the number of corrugations is managed with
consideration to both the amount of available surface area on
the substrate and the manufacturing process limitations (e.g.,
smallest feature size capability).

FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate an example of an on-body, inward-
facing antenna 10 that incorporates a planar electromagnetic
bandgap structure. As shown best in FIG. 9A, the antenna 10
comprises a dielectric substrate 12 having a top surface 14
upon which is provided a planar central antenna element 16.
In the example of FIG. 9, the antenna element 16 is an
Archimedean spiral antenna element. While an Archime-
dean spiral antenna element is shown in FIG. 9A and
described here, it is noted that other planar configurations,
such as patch or slot antennas, can be used for the central
antenna element 16, if desired.

With further reference to FIG. 9A, a planar electromag-
netic bandgap structure 18 is formed on the top surface 14
of the substrate 12. This bandgap structure 18 surrounds the
central antenna element 16 and is comprised by a plurality
of continuous, concentric conductors that are formed on the
top surface 14 in an array. In some embodiments, each
conductor comprises a conductive trace that is deposited on
the surface 14 using an electrodeposition or printing method.
These conductors include grounded conductors 20 having
vias 22 that extend through the substrate 12 to an electrically
conductive ground plane 24 provided on a bottom surface 26
of the substrate (FIG. 9B), as well as “floating” conductors
28 that comprise no vias and, therefore, are not connected to
ground. FIG. 9C is a partial detail view that shows a radial
unit cell of the bandgap structure 18 and more clearly
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illustrates the grounded conductors 20 and the floating
conductors 28. As can be appreciated from FIGS. 9A and
9C, the grounded conductors 20 and the floating conductors
28 are each circular and arranged in a spaced, alternating
manner such that a grounded conductor is followed by a
floating conductor, which is followed by a further grounded
conductor and so forth radially outward from an inner edge
of the band gap structure 18 to an outer edge of the band gap
structure. While the grounded conductors 20 and the floating
conductors 28 are illustrated and described as being circular,
it is noted that other shapes are possible, such as rectangles,
hexagons, and the like. Each of the central antenna element
16, the grounded conductors 20, the ground plane 24, and
the floating conductors 28 can be made of a suitable elec-
trically conductive material, such as a metal material.

An example antenna having a configuration similar to that
shown in FIG. 9 was designed for experimental purposes.
The central antenna element had dimensions that are iden-
tical to those of the conventional antenna described above
but was surrounded by an electromagnetic bandgap structure
comprising an array of grounded and floating concentric
annular rings. The grounded rings were 0.64 mm wide and
were spaced 1.92 mm apart from each other. Vias to ground
with diameters of 0.3048 mm were placed every 11.25°
along each grounded ring. The floating rings each had a
width of 1.1276 mm and was positioned between each two
consecutive grounded rings. The floating and grounded rings
were each separated from each other with a 0.3962 mm gap
(see FIG. 9C).

The electromagnetic bandgap structure was cylindrically
periodic so that a radial unit cell is formed from a slice of the
electromagnetic bandgap array sectored halfway between
two vias and the center of board, as shown in FIG. 9C. Ansys
HFSS eigenmode solver was used to calculate the dispersion
diagram for the unit cell along the x direction (i.e., radial
direction). The x-directed bandgap was between 1.33 to 6.88
GHz. Only the x-directed dispersion was simulated since the
spiral antenna E-field propagated in a direction perpendicu-
lar to the electromagnetic bandgap surface. As shown in
FIG. 9C, the unit cell comprised a grounded conductor with
a 0.64 mm width (W,,,,.; .+,) and a 0.3048 mm via diameter
(dia,,,) positioned between floating conductors with a
1.1276 mm width (W_,,.; 4,.,) @nd a 0.3962 mm gap. The
unit cell 9.5504 mm-length (length,, ) represents the average
radial arc length of the electromagnetic bandgap array for an
11.25° via separation (spacing,,,). An average arc length
was calculated since the arc length varies from the maxi-
mum and minimum radii.

The equivalent circuit for the electromagnetic bandgap
unit cell is shown in FIG. 10. The unit cell is modelled by
(1) a transmission line section of length 0.51,, (2) a capaci-
tive pi-network modelling the gaps between t-lines, (3)
another transmission line section of length 0.5°1,, and (4) a
shunt inductance at the midpoint of the unit cell modelling
the via to ground. The unit cell is symmetric about the
inductor.

Applying dispersion analysis concepts, the ABCD matrix
parameters for a cascade of all unit cell elements are given
by

[A B (5)
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where T, Tey, Tens Ty, and T,; are the individual
transmission matrices of the first t-line section, capacitor C,,
capacitor C,, the second t-line section, and inductor L,
respectively, and f is the propagation constant of the
unloaded line.

The equivalent circuit dispersion relation, which defines
the passband of the structure, is given by

cos(0)=(4+D)/2, 6

where 0 is the phase shift across the full unit cell.

While the electromagnetic bandgap unit-cell equivalent
circuit is provided above, the lumped element circuit values
from the sub-cell elements must be extracted. Ansys HFSS
was used to model the scattering parameters of the indi-
vidual sub-cell elements. The corresponding wave-port set-
ups for the HFSS sub-cell equivalent circuit value extraction
are shown for the capacitive pi-network, the shunt inductor
network, and the transmission-line network in FIGS. 11, 12,
and 13, respectively.

The equivalent circuit lumped element values are
extracted for the capacitive pi-network, the shunt induc-
tance, and the transmission line sections using ABCD
parameters. The series capacitance C_,, in the capacitive
pi-network is found by

-Jj @)
w-imag(Zc)’
1

=Yz

C,

wp=C1 =

Zc =

where Z_ is the impedance of the capacitive pi-network and
Y,, are the corresponding y parameters of the capacitive
network. The shunt capacitance C,,, in the capacitive
pi-network is found by

imag(Yc) (8)
Copumy = C2 = ———,

jo

Ye=Yu+Tn
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where Y is the admittance of the capacitive pi-network and
Y,, are the corresponding y parameters of the capacitive
network. The shunt inductance L ,,,, is found by

shun

-Jj )
w-imag(YL)’
YuYy -Vl

Y21

Lepye = L =

Y, =

where Y, is the admittance of the inductive network and Y | ;,
Y., Y5, Y,, are the corresponding y parameters of the
inductive network.

Ansys HFSS eigenmode solver was used to simulate the
dispersion diagram for the unit cell of the electromagnetic
bandgap surface contour along the x direction. The x-di-
rected bandgap, shown in FIG. 14, fell between 1.25 to 5.97
GHz. Only the x-directed dispersion was simulated since the
spiral antenna E-field propagates in the direction perpen-
dicular to the electromagnetic bandgap surface.

FIG. 15 shows the simulated reflection coefficients for the
electromagnetic bandgap antenna with the four propagation
environments of FIG. 3. The reflection properties for the
antenna surrounded by the electromagnetic bandgap struc-
ture yielded similar responses for both the composite and
stratified propagation environments. Again, this comparable
reflection coeflicient response makes the composite envi-
ronment ideal for the initial antenna matching design phase.
The simulated and measured reflection coefficients for the
on-body spiral antenna surrounded by the electromagnetic
bandgap are given in FIG. 16. The reflection coefficient is
better than —10 dB over the frequency range of 0.65 to 2.1
GHz for the simulated results, and better than —10 dB over
the frequency range of 0.65 to 1.6 GHz for the measured
results.

The normalized realized gains for the four simulated cases
are given in FIG. 17. All cases exhibited higher broadside
gains than in any other direction. The simulated and mea-
sured normalized gains for the on-body electromagnetic
bandgap spiral antenna at 1.4 GHz are given in FIG. 18. The
maximum side lobe were rear lobe are approximately 7 dB
and approximately 8 dB lower, respectively, than the broad-
side value in both cases. FIGS. 19A and 19B compare the
radiation characteristics of the electromagnetic bandgap
spiral antenna to the conventional antenna for the same
on-body stratified propagation environment. A noticeable
appreciation to the forward-propagating antenna pattern is
seen for both the simulated (FIG. 19A) and measured (FIG.
19B) scenarios. The electromagnetic bandgap spiral normal-
ized gain has the following improvements over the respec-
tive simulated and measured conventional antenna gain:
broadside gain approximately 3.84 dB/0 dB, side gain
approximately 2.64 dB/7 dB, and rear gain approximately 8
dB/7 dB.

The simulated and measured main beam efficiency at 1.4
GHz for the propagation environment (c), where the elec-
tromagnetic bandgap spiral antenna is in contact with a finite
volume multi-layered upper space dielectric body, are
87.59% and 86.36%, respectively.

The invention claimed is:

1. An antenna comprising:

a dielectric substrate having a first surface and a second
surface opposite to the first surface;

a planar central antenna element provided on the first
surface; and
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a planar electromagnetic bandgap structure provided on
the first surface and surrounding the central antenna
element, wherein the planar electromagnetic bandgap
structure comprises multiple continuous, concentric
conductors.

2. The antenna of claim 1, wherein the dielectric substrate
has a thickness of less than one quarter the operating
wavelength of the antenna.

3. The antenna of claim 1, wherein the planar central
antenna element is a spiral antenna element.

4. The antenna of claim 1, wherein the planar central
antenna element is an Archimedes spiral antenna element.

5. The antenna of claim 1, wherein the concentric con-
ductors are conductor traces that have been deposited on the
first surface.

6. The antenna of claim 1, wherein the concentric con-
ductors are circular.

7. The antenna of claim 1, further comprising a ground
plane provided on the second surface of the dielectric
substrate.

8. The antenna of claim 7, wherein the concentric con-
ductors include grounded conductors that are electrically
connected to the ground plane with vias that extend through
the dielectric substrate.

9. The antenna of claim 8, wherein the concentric con-
ductors further include floating conductors that are not
electrically connected to the ground plane.

10. The antenna of claim 9, wherein the grounded con-
ductors and floating conductors are arranged in a spaced,
alternating manner such that every other concentric conduc-
tor from an inner edge of the electromagnetic bandgap
structure to an outer edge of the electromagnetic bandgap
structure is either a grounded conductor or a floating con-
ductor.

11. An on-body, inward-facing antenna comprising:

a dielectric substrate having a first surface and a second

surface opposite to the first surface;

a planar central antenna element provided on the first
surface;

a ground plane provided on the second surface; and

a planar electromagnetic bandgap structure provided on
the first surface and surrounding the central antenna
element, the electromagnetic bandgap structure com-
prising multiple continuous, concentric conductors that
include grounded conductors that are electrically con-
nected to the ground plane with vias that extend
through the dielectric substrate and floating conductors
that are not electrically connected to the ground plane,
wherein the grounded conductors and floating conduc-
tors are arranged in a spaced, alternating manner such
that every other concentric conductor from an inner
edge of the electromagnetic bandgap structure to an
outer edge of the electromagnetic bandgap structure is
either a grounded conductor or a floating conductor.

12. A method for limiting the generation of unwanted side
lobes from a radiating planar antenna element provided on
a surface of a substrate, the method comprising:

forming a planar electromagnetic bandgap structure on
the substrate surface in a manner in which it surrounds
the central antenna element, wherein the electromag-
netic bandgap structure comprises multiple continuous,
concentric conductors.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein forming a planar
electromagnetic bandgap structure comprises depositing
metal traces to create the multiple continuous, concentric
conductors.
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14. The method of claim 13, wherein forming a planar
electromagnetic bandgap structure further comprises form-
ing vias through a subset of the concentric conductors that
extend down to a ground plane provided on an opposite
surface of the substrate such that the subset of concentric 5
conductors are grounded conductors and the concentric
conductors that are not connected to the ground plane are
floating conductors.

12
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