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ST. PETERSBURG – The
theme of 2018’s Legacy Week is
“Beautiful and Strong” and this
year’s Legacy Award recipients
embody both qualities in spades.
“We are here to honor
women, women that are strong
and beautiful not because of
what they wear or the labels they
have on their clothing, but because of their hearts for their
community,” said Mistress of
Ceremony and Legacy Week
committee member Karen
Davis-Pritchett.
This year’s award ceremony
was anchored on keynote
speaker Dr. Evelyn Bethune,
granddaughter of Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune and CEO of
The Bethune Publishing House,
Inc. She is also the founder of the

MMB Institute, a mentoring and
instructional foundation for
young people of all ages.
“I am an activist by birth,”
Bethune said, adding that she
grew up in a house where her father insisted everyone obtained
a voter’s registration card when
the time was right, “or you could
not live in his house.”
As for today’s young people,
Bethune noted that she makes
time to talk to them and encourages them to look things up and
discover all about the world
around them. She added that she
tries to “bounce” between their
world and hers, and tries to keep
them anchored.
“Anchoring them means that
we have to tell them where they
came from,” she said, “and that
their history didn’t start on plantations.”
Regarding upcoming elec-

tions, Bethune encouraged people to use the power of their vote
to unseat politicians that have not
delivered on promises.
Her grandmother, Bethune
said, didn’t just found a college or
just found the National Council
of Negro Women (NCNW), but
“she protested, openly.”
“She didn’t just ‘be friends’
with the First Lady of the United
States, Eleanor Roosevelt,” she
went on, “she used her like we
do when we have friends in high
places. She had the ear of the
president, so they passed messages. And she got stuff done.
We have to be able to do that and
hold people accountable for their
actions.”
Bethune pointed out that her
grandmother was a woman who
had “great vision” and incredible
faith that was “unstoppable.”
See BETHUNE, page 7

Lakewood’s Alumni Night was a huge success
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – “We are
the greatest school in the universe,” said Lakewood High
School Community Liaison and
class of 1983 graduate Ann Sherman-White.
She is working to “rejuvenate
that old Lakewood spirit” and has
planned a number of evening activities to lure the alumni as well
as friends from the community
back to Lakewood.
Alumni Night held Jan. 30
saw a sold-out crowd attend the
basketball game between the
Lakewood Spartans and the Boca
Ciega Pirates. This old but
friendly rivalry between the two
schools saw Lakewood get
trounced, but that didn’t seem to
matter.
“It was to capacity and it re-

Alumni Night Tuesday, Jan. 30
minded you of the basketball
games from the 80s and early 90s
where families and friends would
come out,” said Sherman-White.
“A lot of hugging, a lot of ‘I
haven’t seen you in a long time,’

it was like a mini-reunion.”
Alumni from the 70s, 80s, 90s
and the aughts were all sitting underneath the large Spartan head
See ALUMNI, page 12

Mayor Rick Kriseman
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – For the
third year in a row, Mayor Rick
Kriseman raised the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African American
History Museum flag above City
Hall Feb. 1 to kick off Black History Month.
Mayor Kriseman stated that
one of the highlights of his first
term was being a position, with
the support of city council, to purchase the land that the Woodson
Museum sits on. That purchase
last year will ensure its continued
existence in the community.
“This city is committed to
providing the Woodson with a
proper space, one that allows the
museum to flourish and grow,”
he said. “We are dedicated to
making the space bigger and better and truly treating it like the
gem that it is.”
The mayor went on to recognize a few African-American leaders and city employees who “help
makes the sun shine brightly on
the city,” such as Police Chief Anthony Holloway, Deputy Mayor
and City Administrator Dr.
Kanika Tomalin, Assistant City
Attorney Jeannine Williams, Director of Sanitation Ben Shirley,
Director of Urban Affairs Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart, Director of Education Leah McCrae, City Council Chair Lisa Wheeler-Bowman,
Director of Code Enforcement
James Corbett, City Clerk
Chan Srinivasa, School Board
Chair Rene Flowers and County
Commissioner and Chair Ken
Welch.
Before handing the podium
over to Terri Lipsey Scott, chair
of the executive board of directors for the Woodson Museum,
the mayor said, “The list of talented and dedicated city employees goes on and on and on.”
Lipsey Scott declared Mayor
Kriseman a leader who understands the merit of celebrating
the contributions of a race that
“continues to lag in the respect
that it’s due.”
See LEGEND, page 3
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

MEMORABLE MOMENTS IN
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

By Gwendolyn Reese

During the process of researching
the community ancestors you’ve been
reading about these last few months, I
found an abundance of historical information on many amazing events that
took place in our community. These
social, political, religious and educational events and activities were such
an important part of the culture of our
community and its history. I am truly
fascinated by what I am learning and I
believe you will be too.
I will be writing about these events
as I continue to share biographical information about the many people who
enriched our community through
their business acumen, political action,
social and civic interest, ingenuity, creativity, an overarching desire to advance as individuals and an even
greater desire to uplift our community.
These articles will be entitled
“Memorable Moments in AfricanAmerican History.” I hope you will
enjoy reading about these events as
much as I am enjoying writing about
them.
On February 16, 1959, parents and
teachers joined forces to present “A
Night in Harlem,” a talent-variety
show. The show, the brainchild of the
Parent Teacher Association (PTA),
was an annual event to raise money
and exhibit the talent and showman-

ship of parents, teachers and members
of various social and federated clubs in
the community.
It was billed as what promises to be
“THE” event of the season. The cochairs of the event were Mesdames
Dorothy Lamb (parent) and Mary
Clowers (teacher). Members of the
planning committee included PTA
president Mrs. Viola Scruggs and instructors Mrs. Helen Smith Postell
and Miss Ann Fagin (later McCoy).
Many of us have fond memories of
Tom Hankerson from WTMP radio.
He served as emcee and our own
beloved 16th Street School bandmaster Samuel Robinson headed up a comedy team.
Can you picture the following instructors in a fast-stepping chorus line:
Mesdames Clowers, Addie Sermons
and Mahalia Reed as well as the
Misses Fagin and Eva Jean Adams?
The show also included the Skyliners, a school vocal ensemble, singing
their version of one of my favorite old
school songs “Tears on My Pillow” by
Lil Anthony and the Imperials.
That must have been a night to remember. I only wish I could’ve been
there.
Source: St. Petersburg Times Local
and National Negro News

FICTICIOUS NAME NOTICE
Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section 865.09
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring
to engage in business under the fictitious name of Adorned,
2800 Fourth Street South #17 in the city of St. Petersburg,
County of Pinellas, State of Florida, 33705, intends to register
the said name with the Division of Corporations of Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 28 day of
December 2017, Derametta Leshore, 2800 Fourth Street South
#17 St. Petersburg, FL 33705. Publish date of February 8, 2018.

C O N N E CT
W ITH U S

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
The New Testament Gospel Without
Paul – Part 3
Before we conclude this I want to
point out the similarity of What Peter said
to Israel on Pentecost.
Acts 2:22-3:16 “Men of Israel, hear
these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through
Him in your midst, as you yourselves also
know— “Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of
God, you have taken by lawless hands,
have crucified, and put to death; “whom
God raised up, having loosed the pains of
death, because it was not possible that He
should be held by it. “For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always
before my face, for He is at my right
hand, that I may not be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue
was glad; moreover my flesh also will rest
in hope. For You will not leave my soul in
Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One
to see corruption. You have made known
to me the ways of life; you will make me
full of joy in Your presence.’ “Men and
brethren, let me speak freely to you of
the patriarch David, that he is both dead
and buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. “Therefore, being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him that of the fruit of his body,
according to the flesh, He would raise up
the Christ to sit on his throne, “he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was
not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see
corruption. “This Jesus God has raised
up, of which we are all witnesses. “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see and
hear. “For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord
said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”
‘“Therefore let all the house of Israel
know assuredly that God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord
and Christ.” Now when they heard this,
they were cut to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men
and brethren, what shall we do?” Then
Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every
one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. “For the promise is to you and to
your children, and to all who are afar off,
as many as the Lord our God will call.”
And with many other words he testified
and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved
from this perverse generation.” Then
those who gladly received his word were
baptized; and that day about three thou-

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG
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26 55 10 6-4

Looking for SON of WILLIE CLYDE LYONS,
deceased, or his kin. Last seen as a teenager in 1983 at
his grandmother’s funeral, accompanied by his mother.

CA$H 3

Mother’s name possibly Bessie. Was residing in Atlanta
Georgia area at the time. Age now about 50. Family
RLyonsLarry at roslarry@aol.com or 972-849-1800.
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sand souls were added to them. And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers.
Both refer to David and both refer to
Jesus crucifixion for their sins will be forgiven.
The reaction to Paul and BarnabasActs 13:42-43 “So when the Jews went out
of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged
that these words might be preached to
them the next Sabbath. Now when the
congregation had broken up, many of the
Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul
and Barnabas, who, speaking to them,
persuaded them to continue in the grace
of God.”
Notice that Barnabas was with Paul
when he spoke this gospel invitation.
Barnabas as one of the apos accompanied Paul with his calling to the Gentiles.
Acts 13:43-47: “Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and
devout proselytes followed Paul and
Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of
God. On the next Sabbath almost the
whole city came together to hear the
word of God. But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with envy;
and contradicting and blaspheming, they
opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then
Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said,
“It was necessary that the word of God
should be spoken to you first; but since
you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn
to the Gentiles. “For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you as a light to
the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’
Paul concentrated on the cross and
the person of Christ in salvation. Maybe
the people today are angry at Paul’s epistle to the Galatians when he spoke of the
law keepers who came into the church to
bring them into bondage. Gal. 2:4-5 “…
false brethren secretly brought in (who
came in by stealth to spy out our liberty
which we have in Christ Jesus, that they
might bring us into bondage), to whom
we did not yield submission even for an
hour, that the truth of the gospel might
continue with you. Gal. 3:10-11 “For as
many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed
is everyone who does not continue in all
things which are written in the book of
the law, to do them.” But that no one is
justified by the law in the sight of God is
evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”
These men were adding the Messiah to
their law not understanding the new
covenant made by Him.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Originators of the #MeToo Movement
LEGEND , from front page

“We are proud today of
the residents and friends
who are here with us who
to understand the importance and significance of
embracing, acknowledging, sharing and celebrating the success and
contributions that African
Americans have made and
continue to make throughout our community and nation,” she stated.
Mentioning the conversation that arises every
February in American, she
said she takes pride in
knowing that we as a city
have not fallen for the rhetoric that suggests there
should be no month that
singles out the contributions of any particular race,
“but that we understand
that we are not at that place

yet in time where we as a
race have overcome.”
She also took the time
to give a history lesson on
the current #MeToo Movement, which is used on social media to help
demonstrate the widespread prevalence of sexual
assault
and
harassment, especially in
the workplace. First used
by African-American civil
rights activist Tarana
Burke in 2006, Lipsey Scott
went back a little further.
“Allow me to speak to
the history of the originators of the #MeToo Movement,” she preached.
“Woman whose tears were
suppressed as their bosses,
whom they called ‘massa,’
violated them day in and
day out despite the evi-

dence that was born of
their crimes; who too were
forced to remain silent for
fear of losing something
greater than a job, in fact,
their lives.”
In celebration of Black
History Month and women
in the community, Lipsey
Scott recognized a few
names such as Patricia
Alsup, the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of The
Gambia and Jessie Boyce,
first African-American Outstanding Educator of the
Year in Pinellas County.
She finished by thanking Kriseman for demonstrating to the city, state
and nation that St. Petersburg “is a home to hope, a
place of promise and a
community filled with love
and respect for all.”

Money$ense: Annual financial
literacy workshop
ST. PETERSBURG –
Need a financial tune up?
Trying to teach your child
the value of a dollar? Well,
the members of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®, Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter in partnership with the Youth Development Foundation of
Pinellas County will host
the annual financial literacy
workshop
entitled
“Money$ense.”
Held Saturday, Feb. 17
at Pinellas Technical College, 901 34th St. S, from 9
to 12 p.m., the workshop
will include financial specialists from 21st Century
Financial, Junior Achievement, Pinnacle Financial
Restoration, LLC, Roy
James Insurance and Financial Services, Inc.
The Money$ense work-

shop will span across educating adults and the youth
on personal financial health
to building and establishing
sound financial competency
for all ages. Additionally,
topics will include establishing credit, managing a
budget and improving
credit scores.
The financial literacy
workshop forum represents Target III-Family
Strengthening a national
focus of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated®.
The Target III-Family
S t r e n g t h e n i n g
includes eradicating childhood hunger, providing seasonal wraps for those in
need and increasing the
awareness of financial literacy.
This event is in collaboration with the members of

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Incorporated®, Eta Rho
Chapter and is FREE and
open to the public.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University.
Led by International President Dorothy Buckhanan
Wilson, the organization
connects thousands of college-trained women who
give of themselves to support community service
projects and scholarship
programs.
For more information,
visit www.zuochapter.org
and follow us on Facebook.

W W W . T H E W E E K L Y C H A L L E N G E R . C O M
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community debriefing tackles heavy MLK day police presence
Photos courtesy of Ambria Whalum
BY HALEY JORDAN
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG – “At
the end of the day, we have
got to recognize in St. Petersburg, Fla., that we have
a problem here with the
racial, social and economic
injustices that impact
African-American communities,” Maria L. Scruggs,
president of St. Petersburg’s NAACP, said to those
gathered at the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Community
Debriefing.
“And when we enter
into this struggle, into this
battle of recognition, the responsibility is for us to recognize that we have a
problem, and then we need
to be at the forefront trying
to fix it,” Scruggs said.
Many St. Pete community members were baffled,
angry and disheartened on
a day that should have been
filled with celebration, connection and pride after encountering an impressive
show of police force concentrated in African-American
neighborhoods.

Marked with a grand parade, children cheering on
sidewalks and a celebration
of a man who brought hope
to America in a great time of
need, this year’s celebration
was also marked by barricades, the flash of red and
blue and the uneasy feeling
that St. Petersburg may not
be as far along as some
thought.
In response, the St. Petersburg’s branch of the
NAACP hosted the community debriefing. More than
two dozen residents and
stakeholders,
led
by
Scruggs, gathered Saturday
morning at the Enoch Davis
Center to voice their concerns and propose solutions
to the issues surrounding
the closure of Dr. Martin
Luther King Street South
from Fifth Avenue to 22nd
Avenue and surrounding
areas.
“I’m sure it was pondered January 15, 2018, is
this really representative of
the legacy and the life that
this man gave to us,”
Scruggs asked those gathered. “And I think that, be-

cause we are here, we can
come to the consensus it
was not.”
The three-hour meeting
was filled with emotion.
Many residents explained
they lost business because
of the street closures and
some reported encountering hostility when asking
the police about their presence.
“We still have to prove
our humanness in 2018,”
resident Laurie Cooper
said. “This is ridiculous.
And I don’t care what the
situation was. I’ve lived in St.
Pete in this neighborhood
almost all my life and I have
never seen the whole entire
south side blocked off the
way it was. It is pathetic and
it is pitiful.”
Cooper asked why police activities in downtown
St. Petersburg do not resemble what occurred on
MLK Day in her neighborhood.
“In the meantime and
between time, downtown is
off the rip, drunkenness
and all kinda behaviors. And
that’s just seen as normal

Bay News 9 Reporter Dalia Dangerfield and Police Chief Anthony
Holloway discuss the meeting held by the St. Petersburg NAACP
regarding the police presence in Midtown during the MLK Day parade.

because when policemen
are brought down there,
they’re there to protect.
When they come to us,
they’re here to provoke.”
Some reported being
asked to present identification to return to their own
neighborhoods and drew
parallels to other city celebrations wherein no such
requests were made. Community members discussed
broader issues of institutional racism within the city
and ideas for combating
those injustices.
“Our community is traumatized,” community activist Jabaar Edmonds said.
Edmonds, with his young
son present and eagerly
watching, purposed an investigation into “the civil
rights violations that occurred.”
Citizens asked for increased communication
from the city to residents regarding permitting, vending
opportunities and to be in
communication with those
responsible for the positions
and activities of police on
MLK Day. Many called for

the creation of a task force
for implementing solutions
or investment into a legal investigation.
Business owner Grady
Terrell would like to see a
return to the “communal
policing” he remembers
wherein officers actively
take an interest in the lives
of residents and operate,
first and foremost, from a
place of compassion and respect.
“Traditionally,
there
used to be like a spirit of
freedom where you could
rightfully assemble, enjoy
your neighbors, walk
around,” Terrell said. “[Recently], we’ve noticed they
have had the premises covered with a feeling of ‘this
has to be contained’…We
want the police there as a
presence, but not an occupying force, and there’s a
fine line.”
St. Petersburg Police
Chief Anthony Holloway
and City Council members
Amy Foster and Steve Kornell were in attendance.
Holloway said that much of
the traffic changes were in

response to residents complaining about the late-night
noise of street celebrations.
However, Holloway also
said that the changes
should have been better
communicated to residents
ahead of time.
“When we started directing traffic around this
event, we did not notify the
community that we were
going to direct traffic and
that’s where we made our
mistake,” Holloway said. He
asked residents and stakeholders to stay after the
meeting to voice their concerns in person.
“I’m not running,” Holloway said. “I’m here. That’s
why I’m here.” Holloway
said that residents should
not have been asked to
show identification to enter
their neighborhoods and
that he is planning an internal debriefing on the whole
event for his department.
Scruggs is also currently working on a summary of the meeting for the
NAACP’s legal defense
fund to determine if legal action is warranted.

St. Petersburg NAACP President Maria L. Scruggs
writes talking points for the meeting, including rules for
engagements, concerns and solutions.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
John Sims: Conceptual artist challenges conventional conversations
about history, racism and love
BY J. A. JONES
Staff Writer

SARASOTA — Sarasota-based artist John Sims
is a conceptual “math artist”
– as well as a musician, curator, digital artist and the
controversial creator of the
annual Confederate flag
“Burn and Bury” events
around the country.
And he’s reaching a
milestone year.
“This is a big birthday
year for me…I need some
advice, I got a month to go!”
he laughed affably.
A digital-age renaissance man, Sims is an imposing figure, standing well
over six feet, with a crown
of untethered locks, nerdy
glasses and a congenial personality. He seems to embody
the
walking
contradictions that challenge easy assumptions
about black, male artists
and intellectuals in the 21st
century.
“I’m from Detroit,” Sims
explained “I went to a college prep school, but I also
took classes at the [vocational] school, so I was on
both sides, college prep and
tech side…and was also
very involved in labor
movement politics and leftwing politics. So, I think
those things informed me.”
The dichotomy existing
in Sims’ early influences
fuel his creative projects
today. Part of his inspiration is connecting what
seem to be opposites, the
mixing of oppositional
forces.
“The idea of taking the
Confederate flag and making it black, red and green,
taking those things, these
oppositional symbols rela-

tive to each other and then
creating this mixing element,” he averred. “You
think they’re opposite and
shouldn’t connect…and
boom. So, I think that tends
to be part of what inspires
me.”
Sims has made waves in
both the art world and the
political sphere through his
16-year-long creative exploration/opposition to the
Confederate flag – beginning with his “Recoloration
Proclamation” in 2001.
The project began to
take shape after Sims
moved to Sarasota in 1997
when as a doctoral student
in mathematics at Wesleyan University he landed
a position at Ringling College developing visual
mathematics curricula for
its design students.
As a transplanted northerner, the presence of the
flag in the South was an affront that goaded him to action.
“Why must my visual
field be subject to images of
a lost war? Why must I endure the discomfort I feel
when I see a pickup truck
with the flag? Or even
worse, the numbed out
black Southerners who
have learned to tune it all
out,” he wrote on his website.
Today, Sims draws the
analogy of complacency
around the Confederate
flag to domestic abuse and
he’s passionate about the
danger it represents.
“As an outsider, coming
down here I was much
more sensitive to the Confederate flag and I see it as
visual abuse. You can get
used to any kind of abuse
and you can normalize it

after a while.”
For Sims, it was like
walking into a place and
seeing abusive behavior
but everyone else was just
a part of it.
“I come in and I’m like,
‘Why are you talking to that
person like that?’ And
they’re like, ‘What do you
mean, you get out of here.
This is none of your business; this is family business!’ But then, when
somebody gets hurt or
killed… then everyone is
like, whoa, wait a minute,”
he said. “In South Carolina
it took this white kid, Dylan
Roof, to go in and kill nine
black folks in church before
the Confederate flag became a national discussion.”
Sims has traveled the
country exhibiting his over
20 “recolorations” and “reconstructed” flags. It’s been
a long journey, complete
with death threats, protests
and media attention. While
Sims continues to expand
on the work, he sees the
bulk of his flag project as accomplished.
“I would say that I completed a particular chapter
in this ongoing project that
will connect to other projects in other collaborations,
other protest movements
around the country,” he
shared.
Last October, he and a
group of artists, students
and educators enacted the
performance piece “Confederate Flag: A Public
Hanging” at Ohio University, featuring the hanging a
Confederate flag from a 13foot gallows. This later became the exhibit entitled
“The Proper Way to Hang a
Confederate Flag,” which

showed at Ohio’s Kennedy
Museum.
Sims also recorded a
CD called “The AfroDixie
Remixes” that brings musicians and poets together to
create new versions of Old
South musical standards
and create conversation
around themes of race and
history.
A recent AfroDixie Listening Party in Martha’s
Vineyard included feedback by journalist Charlayne Hunter-Gault and
Congresswoman Eleanor
Holmes Norton.
“I go around the country and do these listening
parties that have poets and
activists and artists respond to those listening
sessions, and that will continue.”
Sims’ flag protest has
created annual “Burn and
Bury” events, which began
in 2015 when he arranged
13 flag funerals in 13 states
with contributions from
poets in each location.
“The idea is that these
annual events will continue
on their own. But in terms
of the original mission of
the flag work, I think the
major part of that chapter
has been completed; now
I’m moving in other areas.”
The other areas include
an upcoming Valentine’s
Day event that brings Sims
to New York City for “The
SquareRoot of Love” project.
“I came up with the idea
of The SquareRoot of Love
as part of my “Rhythm of
Structure” show at the
Bowery Poetry Club in
2009. It was a year-long curatorial project that paired
up nine mathematical art
shows with nine groups of

poets; each group responded to a different exhibition.”
His part used the language of algebra and the
idea of the square root of
love: what are the factors of
love? What times what
equals love? It became a
kind of metaphysical,
metaphorical exploration
into the different components of what love might
mean.
Nearly a decade later,
Sims has revisited the
event. Starting in the South
of France and working with
a winery in Bordeaux country, he’s produced his own
wine labeled with his signature SquareRoot of Love
emblem on the front and
his poem of the same name
on the back.
This month, Sims returns to New York on Feb.
12 and then Paris on the
14th with a lineup of poets
and performances for a
new round of his Valen-

tine’s Day Project.
When asked about
bringing his work to St.
Pete, Sims enthusiastically
begins to list possibilities,
indicating he might still
have more explorations to
do in the region around his
flag project after all.
“I’ve done stuff in
Tampa; I’d love to do something in St. Pete. I was talking to Carla Bristol of
Gallerie 909 about doing an
AfroDixie Remix thing
there. And I was going to
do something around that
big gigantic flag on I-4; I
was talking about getting
space across from the highway to raise a red, black
and green flag, but something happened with the
grant, they kind of pulled
back. I’ve definitely been
thinking about that, it’s
crazy that that flag is flying
so high.”
For more information
on John Sims Projects, visit
www.johnsimsprojects.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating our history of partnership and care
BY LASHANTE KEYS
Empath Health Community
Outreach Specialist

ST. PETERSBURG —
During Black History
Month, we join together to
honor the legacy of
African Americans and
their countless achievements that have impacted
our world.
The Welch family
comes from a long lineage
of ministry and service in
St. Petersburg. The family
has worked for many
years to ensure access to
community services, including Suncoast Hospice
and Empath Health care.
The
late
Elder
Clarence Welch shared a
passion for African-American families obtaining
quality,
compassionate
care when facing a chronic
or advanced illness or experiencing grief. He was a
guiding force behind the
building of our service
center in south St. Petersburg, which opened at
3050 1st Ave. S in 2006.
Today, the site includes
south county hospice care
team operations, grief
counseling,
support

groups, EPIC (Empath
Partners in Care) with
HIV testing, support
groups and food and personal care pantry services
as well as hosting various
community gatherings.
“My dad was on the
board of pastors for IMA
(Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, Inc.) and
the hospice board, said
Elder Welch’s son Pastor
Ricardo Welch shared.
“The city was starting to
do renovations and looking for sites and he suggested that south St. Pete
would benefit from a hospice service center that
could facilitate education
on health and hospice
care.
“It was hard for residents to get up north, especially those with no
transportation. This building is a kind of tribute to
all those who’ve succumbed to illness in our
area. It’s becoming a landmark place for our culture
and community.”
Establishing a dedicated south side location
fostered greater community connection, agreed

Chip Cosper, Suncoast
Hospice south county regional program director
and a longtime St. Petersburg resident.
“To me, that building
says we’re in this community and here to serve
you,” said Cosper. “It was
designed for community
use and a lot of community
partners do use it. It’s a
good place for events, like
the Legacy Week Awards
Dinner and Gospel Health
Brunch. Some people
come in for a brochure or
to speak with someone
about our services. Our
goal is to come along beside them, wherever they
are in life’s journey.”
Pastor Welch serves at
the same church as his father did, focusing on community development and
unification, cultural advances and economic and
education opportunities.
He and his family have
continued to support Suncoast Hospice and benefit
from our services.
“My cousin Ken Welch
was on the hospice board
but had to resign because
of his schedule as a Pinel-

AAG ’75 to host 16th
annual Old School Dance

ST. PETERSBURG –
The African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc.
(AAG ’75) invites the community to come out to
party and celebrate at their
16th annual Old School
Dance. The dance is AAG
‘75’s
oldest
annual
fundraiser. It is held
around Valentine’s Day
each year to raise funds for
the various community
service projects adopted
by the organization.
The 2018 dance is sure
to be another very successful event with the continued
support of the community. This year, it will be
held Saturday, Feb. 17 from
8 p.m. to midnight at Orange Blossom Catering, 220
4th St. N, St. Petersburg.
Music will be provided
by Jay G Entertainment and
the hors d’oeuvres are free,

las County Commissioner,” said Welch. “My
late uncle David Welch
served on the St. Petersburg City Council and
helped negotiate the creation of the Suncoast Hospice Care Center inside
Bayfront hospital – he was
able to use that care center
for his final transition. The
legacy keeps going.”
The family holds much
love and appreciation for
our care and support.
“The staff and volunteers were so great about
everything they do with
patients. The hospitality
and graciousness they
give to families are really
comforting. It has been
beneficial for our family
as well as the community
to have an organization
like Suncoast Hospice to
assist families and their
loved ones in that time and
with their grief management. My three daughters
have passed and my three
grandkids are getting
help. All of us have had
some kind of grief counseling as we’re trying to deal
with it,” he shared.

The stand
after the fall
Have you ever tried something
and failed? In private, such disappointments may be a bit easier to
stomach. Imagine the courage it
takes to stand up after falling in public arenas and then still trying it
again.
Meet Dominique Margaux
Dawes-Thompson, affectionately
known by millions as “Awesome
Dawesome.” Born on November
20, 1976, she made history by becoming the first African-American
woman to win an individual Olympic
medal in artistic gymnastics, as well
as, the first black person to win an
Olympic gold medal in gymnastics.
Unmarried at the time, Dawes
was a 10-year member of the U.S.
national gymnastics team, the 1994
U.S. all-around senior National
Champion, a three-time Olympian,
a World Championship silver and
bronze medalist and a member of
the gold-medal-winning team “Magnificent Seven” at the 1996 Summer
Olympics in Atlanta, where she was
the Olympic bronze medalist on
floor exercise.
Although Dawes was a crowdpleasing, elite gymnast, she did not
become an all-around gymnast until
1993. At the 1993 World Championships, Dawes positioned herself
superbly to win it all. A surprise to
most, she was leading in points after
three events. Instead of playing it
safe, Dawes risked it all by choosing
to perform a vault with a maximum
point value of 10.00.
Her first vault was successful.
She slipped, however, and fell on the
landing of her second vault and im-

while they last. The cost is
$25 in advance or $30 at the
door (if available). Tickets
are available at Sports Cuts,
3166-18th Ave. S, or by contacting an AAG ’75 classmate
Angelia’s
Hair
Safari (727) 321-1034 or
Ralph Ferguson (727) 3288605.
The AAG ’75 is a nonprofit organization comprised of students who were
in the seventh grade at
16th Street or Southside
Junior High Schools during
the 1969-70 school year and
scheduled to graduate from
high school in 1975.
Classmates are encouraged to visit and “like” the
AAG ’75 Facebook page
and/or log on to the class
website www.theaag1975.co
m for the latest updates.
The AAG ‘75 Class President is Sandra Fletcher.

The late Pastor Clarence Welch and
his son Ricardo

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

mediately tears welled in her eyes.
She did not have to do such a hard
vault to accomplish her goal, but she
chose to do it anyway.
Dawes knew she could do the
vault. By completing it the first time,
she showed the world that she
could do it. Still, in that moment she
failed to do it a second time and all
watched her drop from first place to
fourth overall.
Met by her coach as she exited
the floor with a hug and these words
of comfort: “When did you ever
think you would be in that position?
You have to be happy with yourself.
Come on. Be happy. Stand up and
wave.”
Pained yet obedient, Dawes did
stand. She straightened her posture,
turned, and acknowledged the audience with a wave. In response, they
showed their love and appreciation
by giving her a standing ovation.
Dawes continued in the competition
and won two silver medals on bars
and beam.
Interestingly, Dawes found herself in the exact same position at the
1994 Worlds. The only difference
was that her mistake came on the

first vault where she over-rotated
and hurled forward into a somersault. Her low score dropped her
from first to fifth place. At the end of
the competition, she was out of
medal contention.
After that fall, Dawes went on to
dominate the National Championships by placing first in the allaround, as well as, all four event
finals. That had not been done since
1969. In addition, Dawes led the
American team to a silver medal at
the World Team Championships
while posting the third highest allaround score in the process.
At the 1996 U.S. National Championships Dawes, sweep all four
event finals for the second time. By
doing so, she became the only gymnast ever to accomplish this feat
twice.
Dawes has gained countless
awards and recognition. Among
them, she has been inducted into
the International Gymnastics Hall of
Fame in 2009, the USA Olympic
Hall of Fame (with the Magnificent
Seven) in 2008 and was named the
Sportsperson of the Year by USA
Gymnastics in 1994.
Sometimes valuable lessons are
learned as a result of falling in public
places. One of which is to locate the
courage to stand up and wave. You
never know, along with a dedicated
coach and an appreciative audience
history may be made.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell,
email her at emergingfree@gmail.com
or log on to www.emergingfree.com to
view more of her work.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring beautiful and strong women in the community
BETHUNE, from front page

“Everything she did
was anchored in her faith
in God,” she stated, “because she believed that
God gave her direction.”
Mary
McLeod
Bethune bought a garbage
dump, Bethune explained,
because that’s the only
land they would sell her as
in those days women were
“one step above cattle,
black or white.”
So for her to even be
able to purchase a piece of
property in Daytona Beach
was “absolutely the hand
of God,” Bethune said,
adding that her grandmother had to pay $250
over because she didn’t
have that kind of money.
“But what she had was
an incredible ability to tell
what her vision was,” she
said. “She told about that
vision so well that everybody she talked to could
see it. In fact, they thought
she was talking about
something that already existed! They were ready to
be on the board of trustees
for something that was
only in her mind.”
McLeod Bethune told
that story of her vision
over and over again,
Bethune said, and now sitting on that garbage dump
is a university with over
4,000 students and one of
the largest employers in
Volusia County.
Bethune extolled the
close relationship and support Bethune-Cookman
University and Florida A &
M University has for one
another.
Whatever we need,
we’re going to support
each other,” she said, “and
help us get it. Because the
bottom line is our children

need what HBCUs have to
offer.”
Her time at BethuneCookman helped prepare
her for her time at the University of Florida, she said,
as the large state university was still under court
order to integrate even in
1992. Of the 36,000 students attending UF at the
time, fewer than three percent were minorities of any
kind.
“That is Florida, that’s
where we live,” Bethune
said. “So when we try to
think that certain things
don’t still exist, they do.
And when we don’t talk
about it, it helps it to grow
and take root. And then
when we have someone
who is in leadership, who
makes it okay to be a
racist. We can’t be afraid to
say what it is. You can’t
heal what’s broken if you
don’t know what’s broken.”
Bethune encouraged
open conversations and
roundtable
discussions
about troubling topics and
asserted that her grandmother didn’t do things undercover or by the back
door.
“She walked through
the front door!” Bethune
said. “When she went to
the White House she
didn’t go through the
kitchen!”
As a guest of Eleanor
Roosevelt at the exclusive
Palmetto Club, McLeod
Bethune was denied entrance through the front
door, Bethune said, relating an anecdote. Mrs. Roosevelt then said, ‘That’s
fine, we’ll go through the
back.’
“Now, you know they
were not going to let the

Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Carolyn Brayboy

First Lady of the United
States go through the back
door!” Bethune said. “That
meant that they had to let
Mary go through the front
door, too. And therefore,
they now became an integrated institution!”
Bethune also encouraged the white populace to
“speak up,” and not sit in
silence in the face of foolishness.
“Because it is your
voice that helps heal what’s
broken,” she said. “It’s
when you call out your fellow brothers and sisters
that they get a clear understanding that this is not acceptable.”
Award ceremony
Dr. Tonjua Williams,
president of St. Petersburg
College, received this
year’s Legacy Award for
Education. Deveron Gibbons, who sits on the
Board of Trustees at SPC
introduced her and revealed that she was once
his babysitter.
“I have a few stories but
I’m not going to tell them,”
he said to a room full of
laughter.
“I want to thank all the
strong women in our community who have given
tirelessly to folks like myself,” said Dr. Williams.
“I’m proud that I am a recipient of the impact of
strong women.”
Lounell C. Britt, executive director of the James
B. Sanderlin Center, received the Legacy Pioneer
Award for taking the reins
and helping create continual, strategic resources in
the heart of the black community that could empower families and help
those in need.

Lounell Britt

“I’m a product of this
community and of great
women of this community…and many of the folk
who lived on Fifth Avenue
South and raised folk like
me who understand what
my mission in life was to
be, how to behave and
what was waiting for you if
you didn’t behave,” said
Britt, who went on to explain exactly what was
waiting for her if she didn’t
obey the rules.
“I am not particularly
political. I consider myself
a pragmatic purveyor of
possibility,” said Deputy
Mayor Dr. Kanika Tomalin
as she was presented with
the Legacy Award for Public Service.
Dr. Tomalin said she
works on behalf of the entire community but especially for “the people who
are in this room and live in
the neighborhoods in
which we hail.”
Carolyn Brayboy was
recognized for being a
businesswoman and entrepreneur and received the
Legacy Award for Business. She and her husband, Elihu, are credited
with sparking the revitalization of the 22nd Street
Corridor.
Taking Isaiah 61: 4 to
heart, she said her mission
when they “started on
22nd was to rebuild, restore and renew. I felt that
was the Holy Spirit that
was directed from God,”
Brayboy said.
Each year the Legacy
Awards recipients are lured
to the banquet under false
pretenses and surprised
when their names are
called. With such high
rollers this year, they had to

inform honorees to ensure
that they would attend.
However,
Legacy
Week, Inc. President Rev.
J.C. Pritchett managed to
sneak a few surprises in.
“My daughter lied to
me,” said Gwendolyn
Reese, who received the
inaugural Peggy Peterman
Award. “My daughter said
to me that I was to come
here tonight to share information about the African
American Heritage Trail,
so I have all of these
brochures…”
Peterman was a journalist and columnist for
the St. Petersburg Times
who was known for initiating the integration of the
news that had previously
been one a page devoted to
so-called “Negro news.”
Since late last year,
Reese has researched and
written a column on local
African-American history
for The Weekly Challenger
newspaper.
“I love history, I love our
community and our community has one of the riches
histories that you could ever
know, and we don’t know it,”
explained Reese. “I never really thought about what I
was doing was carrying on
Peggy’s work until tonight
but that’s exactly what it is,
and I am so proud to be
doing it.”
Comedian and Pastor
Rev. Wayne Thompson reflected on Bishop Dr.
Clarice H. Pennington of
the Christian Generation
Center of H.O.P.E Church
before surprising her with
the Contributions to the
Faith Community Award.
Revealing that Bishop
Pennington was his eighth
and ninth grade English

Gwen Reese and Rev. Frank Peterman

L-R, Rafael Scuillo, CEO Empath Health, Rev. Wayne Thompson,
Bishop Clarice Pennington and Karen Davis-Pritchett

Pastor Curtis Long reflecting on
Bishop Pennington

teacher, he said, “She
would tell your mama on
you after school.”
“My life, I knew her as
a teacher, I knew her as an
enabler, as an administrator; I became her pastors
and I knew her as she announced her call to ministry,” said Rev. Thompson.
“I want to thank all who
considered me for this
award. I take no credit; I
give God the glory for
what he has done,” said Dr.
Pennington.
The last surprise award
went to the emcee for the
evening. On the Legacy
Award committee, DavisPritchett had no idea she
was receiving the Community Champion Award in
honor of Dorothye Mickens Davis, who was a longtime educator in the
community.
For 25 years, DavisPritchett taught in public
schools and now educates
adults on living wills, advanced directives and so
much more at as the director of professional relations
and community outreach at
Empath Health.
“What I do is because I
love my community. It’s
about empowerment, encouragement and education,” she said, noting that
her job is to make sure that
everyone can have access
to quality end-of-life care,
home health care and HIV
education and case management.
Legacy Week wraps up
with a Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, Feb. 10 at Maximo Presbyterian Church,
3200 58th Ave. S, starting
at 10 a.m. and an invitationonly Black Party Saturday
night.

Dr. Tonjua Williams

Dr. Evelyn Bethune
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Pre Valentine’s Day Concert
TAMPA
–
Too
Smooth presents Tucka,
as known as the King of
Swing, Pre Valentine’s
Concert Saturday, Feb.
10. This concert promises to be a delightful
way to spend a pre-Valentine’s Day as a couple or
going out with friends,
this concert will be an extraordinary experience
to take in!
A pillow-talking R&B
singer raised in Louisiana,
Tucka kicked off his career in 2007 singing lead
with the Soileau Zydeco
Band. He introduced his
solo career in 2008 along
with his nickname, the
“King of Swing.” He soon
became a local favorite
and opened Louisiana
concerts with the likes of
such artist as Mystikal
and Lenny Williams.
With Tucka’s mellow,
smooth swing sound and
his touch of southern
flair, he has collaborated
with Pokey, Doug E.
Fresh and toured with R.
Kelly, making a traditionally older genre of music
popular with the next
generation.
As
the
self-proclaimed “King of Swing”
and bringing a bit of

swagger to the stage,
this young artist has a variety of songs to call
upon to get audiences in
the mood for dancing
such as “Touch Your
Spot,” “Don’t’ Make Me
Beg,” “Candy Land,”
“Work It Out” and many
more.
The King of Swing
will be appearing at the
American Legion Post,

6918 N Florida Ave. in
Tampa. Come see him
live on stage up close and
personal. For tickets and
more information contact
Too Smooth at 813-2447474 or visit www.toosmoothentinc.com.
This is the event
where you get to dance
the night away! Be sure
to bring your dancing
shoes!

vAt Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘A Raisin in the Sun’: Still challenging the American psyche
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
American Stage’s production of “A Raisin in the
Sun” shines brightly with
a cohesive cast that
comes together to deliver
a dazzling yet hard-hitting
performance.
The landmark play by
the
precocious
and
prophetic Lorraine Hansberry, who penned it
while only in her 20s, tells
the story of the Youngers,
a black family trying to
find a way out of its
cramped Chicago apartment and into a sunlit
world where dreams can
come true and opportunity marks a fresh beginning. Yet with such cold
realities as segregated
communities, gender bias
and their own oppressive
circumstances,
the
Youngers find that the
path won’t be an easy one.
Under the direction of
American Stage veteran
L. Peter Callender, the
cast does a first-rate job of
balancing the play’s shining comedic moments
with the jarring tribulations of a poor family dealing with debasement and
disillusionment in the
mid-20th century.
Referencing the apparent nervousness of the
white community in the

suburb
where
the
Youngers consider moving, Beneatha Younger,
played brilliantly by Kiara
Hines, states: “What they
think we’re going to do—
eat ‘em?” Implying that
miscegenation may be a
bigger fear of those white
residents than merely integration, her sister-in-law
Ruth (Sheryl Carbonell)
replies, “No, honey,
marry ‘em.”
Veteran actor Fanni
Green is resplendent as
matriarch Lena Younger,
who simply tries her best
to elevate her family out
of its lowly situation in life.
Green embraces Lena expertly and emphatically,
conveying an all at once a
meddlesome, wise, caring, admonishing and at
times tyrannical matron of
the house.
Whether she’s tossing
off a humorous line
(“Women gets right depressed sometimes when
they get her way”) or leveling a fierce-eyed look at
her daughter before slapping her hard across the
face, Green is engaging,
funny and adroit in one of
the play’s more challenging roles.
But it is Enoch King’s
performance as the tortured Walter Lee that is
worth the price of admission alone. He brilliantly
conveys the exasperation

and even anguish that are
part and parcel of a black
man in the ghetto simply
trying to provide for his
family, yet determined to
realize his dreams of business ownership and a life
outside of a tiny apartment dwelling.
With the spotlight focused on him and him
alone, King gets down on
his knees to show his own
family just how ridiculous
and subservient Walter’s
willing to act in front of a
white man—a white man
that he believes could
change the family’s fortune, but at a great cost—
and believe me, it hits
home.
Through this manic,
end-of-his-rope display
you no longer see a man
but an entire race contained within that spotlight,
reduced
to
humiliation and groveling.
King’s convincing, madabandon fervor cuts
straight to the bone and
made more than a few
theatergoers squirm in
their seats.
Rounding out the fine
cast are Patrick A. Jackson
as Joseph Asagai and Troy
D. Wallace as George
Murchison, both suitors of
Beneatha; local filmmaker Cranston Cumberbatch as Bobo, Walter
Lee’s erstwhile business
partner; Gavin Hawk as

CONNECT WITH US!

Timeka Walker
Relay For Life Event Lead

727-560-6224

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Karl Linder and Dee Selmore as the busybody
neighbor Mrs. Johnson.
Jaiden Gray and Elijah Jordan both play little Travis
Younger in the production.
Good chemistry—always an element so crucial—is evident in this

production as the effortless interplay among the
cast members can make
anyone feel that we get a
peek into the overcrowded living room of an
honest-to-goodness family—and all the bickering,
arguing, imploring, scold-

ing and loving that goes
on behind the doors.
“A Raisin in the Sun”
has
been
extended
through Feb. 25. For complete show times and
ticket information, visit
americanstage.org
or
call (727) 823-7529.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

INSPIRATIONS

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

We Are To Obey

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

Ephesians 6 :1 “Children obey your parents in the LORD,
for this is right.”

............7:00 p.m.

We are to walk by faith and not by sight.

“As we realize the grace of GOD in our lives, we are reminded of what HE wants us to do for HIS kingdom.
We are to obey.

We are to speak the truth in love.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

We are to not be afraid of what man can do to us.
We are to pray without ceasing.
We are to be prepared to spread the gospel of JESUS
CHRIST.
We are to think before we speak.
We are to listen to hear the loud and audible voice of GOD.
We are to keep a spirit of humility at all times.
We are to diligently seek the Word of GOD at all times.
We are to trust in the LORD at all times with all of our heart
We are to know our strength comes from the LORD when
we are weak.
We are to be a blessing to others.
We are to be an example of JESUS CHRIST.
We are to repent of all our sins.
We are to study ourselves to be quiet .

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

We are to be at peace with all men if possible.
We are to seek wisdom and understanding .
We are to pray for others.
We are to always obey CHRIST JESUS while doing the will
of GOD from our hearts.”
Ephesians 6:5-6 “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with
respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you
would obey CHRIST. Obey them not only to win their favor
when their eye is on you, but like slaves of CHRIST doing
the will of GOD from your heart.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev.
Brian K. Brown, and congregation give thanks to God for
his continual mercy, grace and
abundant blessings. We strive
to give God our utmost praise
for the awesome gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ and offer to
our community an opportunity to share in our praise as
we pursue our mission of Creating a Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
Pastor Brown continued
the series: ‘If You Get It (A
New Year) What Will You Do
With It?’ with the subtopic
‘Doing What’s Not Been
Done’. This week the subject
was ‘Change – Why is Change
So Difficult’. Pastor Brown offered for our consideration
these points: Change Reveals:
The Wrong About Us, The
Worries Within Us and the
Wickedness Around Us using
Jonah 1:1-2 as the text. We’re
looking forward to the next

message and invite you to join
us.
February, Black History
Month, presents us with an
opportunity to celebrate
African Americans and the accomplishment we’ve attained
down. In that spirit the Children & Youth Ministry will
present its Taste of Soul Food
on February 24 following the
morning worship service giving us an opportunity to sample soul food prepared by
some of the best cooks in
town. February is also Heart
Health Month and our HealthCare Ministry provided us
with ‘small changes that can
make a big difference’. One of
the tips is to schedule a visit
with your doctor to talk about
heart heath even if you think
you’re not sick.
Additional February highlights: The South Florida Progressive Baptist Association
Annual Mid-Winter Board 2Day Session on February 9 &

Pastor’s Corner
10 at the St. Mark M.B.
Church in Punta Gorda
Florida and the 500 Women in
Red Program presented by
Senior Mission #2 on February 11 @3:30 pm. with Sis.
Ruth Johnson of New
Jerusalem Baptist Church, St.
Petersburg as the Speaker of
the hour.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain
and First Lady Teresa L. Evans
(have a heart for the people), the
Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church (The Ship), we trust that
your time with us, first as an honored visitor/guest and if the
Lord says so, become a part of
our Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting our
with our Bread of Life Ministry
at 11:00 am, followed by
Wednesday in the Word (the
Learning Arm of our church) at
12:00 noon and again at 7:00 pm.
We drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am, Church
Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30
pm and finally our Mid Morning
Worship Service at 10:45 am. All
are Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s
just nice to be nice” church.
Don't sit out church, God has
Blessed us to much, we owe
Him at least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information
on
any
of
the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
- NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church and
WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church (727) 906-8300
– Mon. – Fri. from 9am-3pm.
BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH - February at the Ship
The Bread of Life MinistryMeals are available each

Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need. Please
see Sister Renetta Williams for
further clarity or call the church
office 727 906-8300.
We salute one of our own
Ms. Myranda Monroe, Who
was featured on the Ellen DeGeneres Show. Myranda is a St.
Petersburg Medical Assistant
for the past Fifteen Years. She is
the Daughter of Deacon Oscar
and Betsy Davenport. May God
riches blessings and favor continue to bless you as you serve
this present age in helping others through medicine. To God
Be the Glory.
Family Life Bible Conference, Registration began on Feb.
4. Conference starts on March
4-7 at 7 pm. Sign up Sheets on
the FLBC Information Table.
National Marriage Celebration Feb. 7-14. “What God Has
Joined Together.”
Sunday, Feb. 11, both Worship Services is “GO RED SUNDAY.”
Wednesday, Feb. 14 until
Sunday, March 25 (40 days) is
the Season of Lent: As we look
forward to the Season of celebrating the Resurrection of our
Risen Lord and Savior on Easter
Sunday Morning April 1. Our
Service Times are Sunrise Service 6:45 am, 9:30 am Drama Ministry Easter Celebration and 10
am Mid-Morning Worship.
Each year Pastor encourages
The Ship to join Him in fasting
and praying during this particular season. Therefore, if your
health permits please consider
becoming a part of the Lent Season Prayer and Fasting Ministry.
Select at least two of the following items you are willing to give
up during the above mention
dates. Salt, Sweets, Steaks, Seafood, Sugar, Shopping, Social
Media and Sweets. Remember
the great Sacrifice our Savior
made for us. “These things
come by Fasting and Praying.”

(Mark 9: 29)
Saturday, Feb. 17, from 3-5
pm, The “Father / Daughter
Gala”, Sign up Sheets are located
on the Father / Daughter Information Table in Atrium – Registration Fee: Father/Daughter
$25, each additional daughter is
$10 each. Please see Bro. Bobby
Robinson, Laymen Ministry
Leader and Dea. Robert Henderson for further clarity.
Sunday, Feb. 18, both Worship Services is “African Attire
Sunday.”
Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 7 pm
– Fellowshipping with Holy
Christian Church, 4371 34th St.
S, St. Petersburg, FL 33711, the
Bishop Lewis Sherman is the
Pastor. Pastor Evans is asking
the Adult Mass Choir, Male
Chorus and 3rd Sunday Usher
Ministry to serve along with the
members of the Ship to be in attendance.
Saturday, Feb. 24, , from 9
am-Noon – Security and the
Church, Pastor Evans is encouraging ALL members of the Ship
to be present at this very important Seminar.
WEST COAST NEWS:
The Annual PAUL AND TIMOTHY CONFERENCE, Saturday,
Feb. 17, from 9 am-Noon- All
Men and Boys welcomed. Host
Church/Pastor: Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, Pastor Dr. Rickey L.
Houston, 3455 26th Ave. S, St.
Petersburg, (727) 327-0554. NO
FEE Registration at the Door.
Dea. Ruben Mayes, WC Laymen President.
Saturday, Feb. 24 from 10
am-12 pm the Women's Auxiliary Meeting with be held at 2nd
Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church, Rev. Marvin Scott is
Pastor, 2150 West Airport Blvd.,
Sanford, FL 32771, please sign
up for Bus Transportation as
soon as possible. Thank You, Sis.
Cynthia Pierce, Friendship
Women's Ministry Leader.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Physical Needs – John 19:28
According to Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, the most basic needs are physiological needs. He identified our
physiological needs as air, water, food, clothing and shelter. It is not just about physiological needs but the quality in which they are
met. The value is in having fresh air, clean
water, healthy foods, appropriate clothing
and adequate shelter.
In addition to the physical needs that
Maslow listed, exercise and check-ups are
also essential to our physical existence. Until
our physical needs are met, we are unable to
manifest some of the higher-level needs such
as self-esteem and self-actualization.
Our God, knows what we need before we
ask for it. God is Jehovah Jireh, the God who

sees and provides for all of our needs. It is
against the nature and character of God to
see a need and not meet it. We can stand on
the word, “My God shall supply all of my
needs according to his riches and glory in
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).” We can always a rm the truth, “All of my needs are met
in full and on time.”
Despite the complexities of the cross,
Jesus Christ was in touch with his own physical needs. Not only was he conscious of his
need for water but he was not afraid to speak
his needs aloud by saying, “I thirst.” Like
Jesus Christ, it is important that we are in
touch with and articulate what our needs are,
no matter what.

Bethel AME Church
Historic Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church
recently honored 35 “Women
in Ministry and Women with
a Ministry” as part of its I
Love Bethel/Founder’s Day
Celebration.
The celebration continues
at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 11,
as the Bethel Family, under
the leadership of Rev. Kenneth F. Irby, welcomes Rev.
Sherrisse Bryant to bring the
word at the Morning Worship
Experience.
Rev. Bryant is Youth Minister at St. Petersburg’s Mt.
Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church and Co-Chair of
Women in the Making, a
mentoring program that “instills academic excellence, social responsibility, emotional
stability and cultural acuity in
the lives of young women.”
She is also a professor in the
Chemistry Department at the
University of South Florida in
Tampa.
Historic Bethel invites
you to worship on this special

I Love Bethel/Founder’s Day
and encourages you to wear
the celebration colors of red
and gold. Historic Bethel, St.
Petersburg’s oldest AfricanAmerican congregation, gath-

ers in fellowship at 912 Third
Ave. N.
For more information,
contact the church at (727)
822-2089 and “like” us on
Facebook.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rekindling the Spartan spirit
ALUMNI, from front page

taking photos and hugging
it out.
“It’s just a family atmosphere here,” said Lisa Rowe
Delancy, who graduated in
1992 and shared the court
with current girl’s head basketball coach Nicole Tonsil.
Her brother also attended
Lakewood, her son is now a
Spartan and she expects
her other children to follow
suit.
“It was a great chance
just to show that you can
bring groups of young people together, have a good
time, rival back and forth
and everyone goes home
safely without incident,”
said Sherman-White.
Class of 2000 alum

Earnest Crumbley, Jr. was
there in the stands cheering on his alma mater. He
played basketball for four
years, going to the final
four for two of those years.
He went on to attend
Florida Atlantic University
and professionally spent
some time playing internationally in Mexico.
“Our goal here at Lakewood is to win championships,” said Crumbley,
repeating the school’s
mantra.
Yaphett King was also
on hand to show his school
spirit. A 2001 graduate,
King joined the basketball
team his junior year. After
attending Cal State Fuller-

ton, he went on to play professionally in Vienna, Austria. He said his aspirations
to be a champion started
right on the Lakewood
team.
“They made me feel at
home, and it is home for
me,” stated King.
Aside from rejuvenating the old school spirit,
Sherman-White is organizing these activities to
demonstrate that folks of
all ages from the community can come and have
safe, family fun and to encourage the community to
embrace and “wrap their
arms around the school
again.”
She is taking on this

monumental task by her
lonesome with the blessings of her class of 1983
classmate Principal Erin
Savage. Both were very active in high school with
Sherman-White being senior class secretary and Savage being senior class
treasurer.
Next year’s Alumni
Night will coincide with the
inaugural Athletic Hall of
Fame ceremony, and by
the number of alumns that
attended this year, it will
surely be a success. To
keep the buzz around the
school going, ShermanWhite is also implementing
a Wall of Fame for alumni
who have gone on to

achieve success outside of
sports.
So far, a Greek Night
was held two weeks ago
where all of the different
Greek organizations came
out and demonstrated to
current students what college fraternity and sorority
life are all about. And this
Monday, Feb. 5 saw Senior
Night, where graduating
seniors on the basketball
team were celebrated.
Helping make the night a
success were parents who
once played on the team
joined by their children
who are currently on the
team.
“We are trying to engage students, parents and

the community,” she said.
“We want the community
to support us.”
Sherman-White is looking to develop a cohort of
alumni to help drive events
and find financial sponsors
to help offset some of the
funding that the school
lacks.
“We know that there is
a spirit for Lakewood, we
just want to rekindle it,”
she finished.
For those interested in
helping plan alumni events
or donate to the school,
please call Sherman-White
at 727-674-8224.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Class of 1983
Front: Ann Sherman-White
Middle: Joy Porter-Wright, left, and Erin Savage
Back: Jody Richards, left, and Laura Schubert

