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(57) ABSTRACT

Accuracy of data collected from comprehensive travel sur-
veys is a key to studying and analyzing human travel
behavior. Better understanding of travel behavior enhances
the ability of transportation professionals to utilize resources
available in designing appropriate solutions to existing prob-
lems. In the past, this data has been obtained through paper
or phone-based surveys of individuals and households.
These surveys are subject to problems, including inaccurate
data due to user error, apathy, and intentional or uninten-
tional omissions, and must often be limited to one or two
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that improves both quality and quantity of data gathered on
individual travel behavior across multiple modes of trans-
portation, including non-motorized travel, and submits the
data from any location. By combining Personal Digital
Assistants (PDAs) and Global Positioning System (GPS)
devices the proposed system automates the collection of
much of the data needed to measure individual travel
behavior.
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to currently pending U.S.
Non-Provisional patent application Ser. No. 11/277,403
entitled, “System and Method for Transportation Demand
Management”, filed Mar. 24, 2006, which claims priority to
U.S. Provisional Patent Application 60/594,288 entitled,
“System and Method for Transportation Demand Manage-
ment”, filed Mar. 25, 2005.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

This invention was made with government support under
contract No. BD549, RPWO #2 and USF #2117057616
awarded by the Florida Department of Transportation. The
government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to transportation management.
More particularly, this invention relates to tracking the travel
patterns of individuals.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The transportation industry serves as an integral part of
modern society’s infrastructure. Every day millions of
people travel on major highways across the world. As
population numbers increase and nations become more
industrialized and more prosperous, the use of this existing
transportation infrastructure may be stretched beyond its
limits. This pressure on the existing transportation infra-
structure brings with it higher incidence of accidents,
increased environmental pollution and traffic congestion. An
alternative to building new roads is to make more efficient
use of existing roads through alternate modes of transpor-
tation. Such is the approach taken by the Transportation
Demand Management (TDM) industry. This alternate
approach has the added advantage of alleviating problems
associated with increased numbers of vehicles utilizing the
roadways, such as increased costs to provide parking,
increased traffic accidents and increased environmental pol-
Iution. The approach taken by the TDM additionally pro-
vides for transportation solutions for non-drivers.

In order to provide effective solutions to increased trans-
portation demands, the TDM industry requires an in-depth
understanding of the transportation patterns of the local area.
In the past this has meant relying on paper-based surveys to
analyze traffic flow, trip planning, and the use of public
transportation. However, the paper-based surveys known in
the prior art for transportation analysis have several major
intrinsic flaws. First, since the amount of effort required to
complete these surveys is significant (on the order of 30
minutes per day) recruiting participants to participate in the
studies has been proved difficult. Second, the accuracy of the
data is questionable due to user error, apathy, and intentional
or unintentional omissions. Third, once the surveys are
collected, they must he manually processed which in turn
requires a significant amount of tine and effort for the project
to be successfully completed. Additionally, it is often the
case that the data collected from these individual surveys
must be cross-referenced with the data collected from other
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individuals of the same household to be able to better
understand travel mode selection behavior. This cross-ref-
erencing requires converting the manually collected data to
electronic format so that more powerful and sophisticated
analysis tools can be used to perform the comparative
analysis.

It is known in the art to employ Global Positioning
Systems (GPS) to identify the location of an individual.
Typically, the GPS devices are attached to a single vehicle
and are therefore not “user” based but “vehicle” based.
These systems miss recording any trips that are taken by
bike, walking, or transit. When collecting data, it is prefer-
able to record an individual’s complete travel behavior
rather than only trips taken in a single vehicle.

Accordingly, what is needed in the art is a system and
method for tracking the travel patterns of individuals that
does not require the use of time-consuming paper or tele-
phone based surveys and analyses.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

An alternative to paper-based surveys can be found in
modern technology which can eliminate many of the disad-
vantages described above. Personal computing devices such
as Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) have the capability to
interact with a user through a Graphical User Interface
(GUI) and store data locally in a database format. Coupled
with a Global Positioning System (GPS), to determine an
individual’s location, a wireless communication device, to
provide real-time data transfer, and customized software to
automate the process, this combination of technological
devices can readily record an individual’s daily travel
behavior and communicate this information back to a central
location, thus eliminating many of the critical flaws found in
the paper-based surveys and opening up a whole new set of
opportunities and applications.

In accordance with the present invention a system and
method for tracking the travel patterns of individuals is
provided, the system including a Pocket PC, or its equiva-
lent, with the capability to interact with a user through a
Graphical User Interface (GUI) and store data locally in a
database format, a Global Positioning System (GPS), to
determine an individual’s location, coupled to the Pocket
PC, a wireless communication device, to provide real-time
data transfer, and customized software (TRAC-IT) to auto-
mate the process. This combination of technological devices
as disclosed by the present invention can readily record an
individual’s daily travel behavior and communicate this
information back to a central location, thus eliminating
many of the critical flaws found in the paper-based surveys
and opening up a whole new set of opportunities and
applications.

In an additional embodiment, the customized software is
provided in combination with a cell phone, the cell phone
thereby providing the technology for the PDS, GPS and
wireless connectivity.

In a particular embodiment, the system in accordance
with the present invention is portable and can therefore be
carried in any mode of transportation. Additionally, the
present system has the capability to remotely transfer the
data from the device over the Internet to a central database.
This feature removes the need to manually collect the
devices and process the data, and also should allow for
extended data collection periods since data analysis can
begin while the test subject is continuing to collect data.
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Furthermore, the customized software is written in a pro-
spective flexible format that reduces user input and correc-
tions to their travel data.

In an additional embodiment, the present invention fur-
ther includes an artificial intelligence system in combination
with the TRACIT system that analyzes the collected data
and provides the user with desired feedback, much like a
Transportation Demand Management expert would.

In a specific embodiment, the present invention provides
a computer system adapted to collect real-time multi-modal
travel behavior data from a user. The system may include a
processor, a user interface coupled to the processor, a global
positioning system receiver coupled to the processor and a
tangible memory storage coupled to the processor. The
tangible memory storage may include software instructions
that cause the computer system, upon initiation of a user trip
at a starting location, to prompt the user, through the user
interface, to indicate an expected trip purpose for the trip, to
acquire global positioning system coordinates from the
global positioning system receiver for the starting location
of the user, to identify a starting location description from a
database of location descriptions based upon the global
positioning system coordinates of the starting location of the
user, and if the database of location descriptions does not
include a starting location description based upon the global
positioning system coordinates of the starting location of the
user, prompting the user to provide the starting location
description through the user interface. The tangible memory
storage may further include software instructions that cause
the computer system to acquire global positioning system
coordinates of the user from the global positioning system
receiver at predetermined intervals during a duration of the
user trip, to prompt the user, through the user interface, to
indicate that the user trip has ended or that the user is making
a stop, and if the user indicates that the user is making a stop,
prompting the user, through the user interface, to select their
current location. The tangible memory storage may further
include software instructions that cause the computer system
to acquire global positioning system coordinates of the user
from the global positioning system receiver for a stopping
location of the user trip upon receiving the indication that the
user is making a stop, to determine a stopping location
description from the database of location descriptions based
upon the global positioning system coordinates of the stop-
ping location, and if the database of location descriptions
does not include a stopping location description based upon
the global positioning system coordinates of the stopping
location, prompting the user to provide the stopping location
description through the user interface, to display, through the
user interface, the expected trip purpose and to prompt the
user to adjust the expected trip purpose to indicate a trip
purpose associated with the stopping location description.
The tangible memory storage may further include software
instructions that cause the computer system to determine a
mode of transportation of the user between the starting
location and the stopping location based upon the acquired
global positioning system coordinates of the starting loca-
tion and the global positioning system coordinates of the
stopping location and to store a first trip link data, wherein
the first trip link data comprises the global positioning
system coordinates of the starting location, the starting
location description, the global positioning system coordi-
nates of the stopping location, the global positioning system
coordinates acquired prior to the stopping location, the
stopping location description, the trip purpose associated
with the stopping location description and the mode of
transportation used between the starting location and the
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stopping location, and if the user indicates that the user trip
has ended, prompting the user, through the user interface, to
select their current location, to acquire global positioning
system coordinates of the user from the global positioning
system receiver for an ending location of the user trip upon
receiving the indication that the user trip has ended, to
determine an ending location description from the database
of location descriptions based upon the global positioning
system coordinates of the ending location, and if the data-
base of location descriptions does not include an ending
location description based upon the global positioning sys-
tem coordinates of the ending location, prompting the user
to provide the ending location description through the user
interface, to display, through the user interface, the expected
trip purpose and prompting the user to adjust the expected
trip purpose to indicate a trip purpose associated with the
ending location description and to determine a mode of
transportation of the user between the stopping location and
the ending location based upon the acquired global posi-
tioning system coordinates for the stopping location and the
global positioning system coordinates for the ending loca-
tion. The tangible memory storage may further include
software instructions that cause the computer system to store
a second trip link data, wherein the second trip link data
comprises the global positioning system coordinates of the
stopping location, the stopping location description, the
global positioning system coordinates of the ending loca-
tion, the global positioning system coordinates acquired
between the stopping location and the ending location, the
ending location description, the trip purpose associated with
the ending location description and the mode of transporta-
tion used between the stopping location and the ending
location, to analyze the first link trip data including the trip
purpose associated with the stopping location description
and the mode of transportation used between the starting
location and the stopping location, to analyze the second link
trip data including the trip purpose associated with the
ending location and the mode of transportation used between
the stopping location and the ending location and to provide
recommendations to the user for changing the user trip or the
mode of transportation of the user between the starting
location and the stopping location or between the stopping
location and the ending location based upon the analysis of
the first link trip data and the second link trip data.

In a particular embodiment, an expert system may be
coupled to the processor, and the expert system may receive
the stored first link trip data and second link trip data,
analyze the first link trip data and second link trip data and
provide recommendations to the user for changing the user
trip or the mode of transportation of the user based upon the
analysis of the first link trip data and the second link trip
data.

In a specific embodiment, the computer system may be
incorporated into a mobile, hand-held device that is respon-
sible for collecting real-time multi-modal travel behavior
data from a user and for providing recommendations to the
user for changing the user trip or the mode of transportation
of the user based upon the analysis of the trip data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an illustrative view of the system in accordance
with the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is an illustrative view of the GPS unit, wireless
card mount and PDA components of the system in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is an illustrative view of the GUI interface in
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the GPS points recorded
utilizing continuous update and selective update algorithms
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the GPS points recorded
utilizing continuous update and selective update algorithms
for multimodal trips in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the GPS points recorded
utilizing continuous update and selective update algorithms
when walking in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a table illustrating recorded GPS points utilizing
both continuous update and selective update algorithms.

FIG. 8-11, in combination, are illustrative of a design of
a relational database to consolidate the collected data.

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating the expert system
for travel feedback in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating the interaction of the
PDA, the Expert System, and the SQL database in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 14 illustrates an example of a table generated for use
with the Expert System in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 15 illustrates an overall layout of an exemplary
embodiment of how the Expert System executes sub-proce-
dures in accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In accordance with the present invention, an activity diary
tool for transportation engineering/consulting firms could be
used in a variety of planning studies. Transportation demand
management programs could employ the features of the
present invention to convince people to use alternatives to
driving. Groups concerned with activity levels of individuals
could utilize the data obtained by the present invention to
encourage healthy behaviors in individuals, such as walking
or riding a bike. Government funded 511/advanced traveler
information services could be enhanced by the present
invention by providing advice as well as information regard-
ing possible travel options.

Transportation investments cost billions of dollars.
Understanding travel behavior and patterns is critical to
effective planning. The present invention provides the ability
to capture all forms of travel and is not limited to only
tracking vehicles. The automation aspect of the invention
would allow people to be tracked for extended periods to
identify variations in patterns which the more burdensome
paper surveys are unable to provide.

With reference to FIG. 1, the elements of the system in
accordance with the present invention include a personal
digital assistant (PDA) having customized software capable
of collecting travel behavior data, a Global Positioning
System, and wireless connectivity to a central server.

In a particular embodiment, the selection of the system
components begins with the identification of the functional
requirements of the system. The PDA selection is based
upon six criteria: processing power, operating system (OS)
and availability of Software Development Kits (SDKs),
device memory, battery, expansion capabilities and cost.

The PDA, or other data collection device, selected must
have sufficient computing power in order to provide the user
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with an appropriate interface. The PDA must be capable of
reading data from a Global Positioning System (GPS) unit,
be able to perform initial data processing and data storage in
real-time and transfer the necessary data back to a central
location. Initial estimates are that at least 200 MHz CPU will
be required in order to execute real-time complex algorithms
as required by the present invention. Additionally, the stor-
age capabilities of the PDA must be able to accommodate
the operating system, custom developed software applica-
tion, collected data and drivers and software for the GPS
device. It is estimated that Read Only Memory (ROM) of at
least 32 MB will be necessary to store the operating system
and an additional 64 MB of Random Access Memory
(RAM) will be required for application execution and data
storage. It is advantageous for the PDA, or equivalent, to
have a minimum battery life of 5-8 hours to allow the
collection of data for an entire day. Additionally, it is
desirable that the GPS and wireless capabilities be easily
integrated with the PDA and that the resulting system is
reasonably compact and affordable.

The selection of the GPS component of the system is
based on four criteria: system integration, expansion capa-
bilities, a high degree of accuracy, and cost. Accordingly, it
is required that the GPS system be capable of operating on
battery power and not require an external power source, such
as a car charger. The GPS selected should be compatible
with the PDA device and capable of integrating wireless
connectivity.

The wireless capabilities of the present invention may be
made available through the use of a wireless card. The
wireless card can be integrated into the wireless phones
equipped with GPS capabilities and e911-enabled networks,
can be integrated with the GPS and the PDA and is com-
patible with the system software, such as in the form of a
CompactFlash (CF)-type hardware connection.

Accordingly, in a particular embodiment, the system
hardware of the present invention consists of three commer-
cially available devices: a PDA, a GPS unit, and a wireless
card. As shown with reference to FIG. 2, the GPS unit and
the wireless card are mounted onto the PDA and all three
components combine into one portable handheld device.

In an additional embodiment, wireless phones equipped
with GPS capabilities and e911-enabled networks may be
incorporated into the present invention.

While it is within the scope of the invention to select from
a variety of PDA, GPSs and wireless solutions available on
the market, in a particular embodiment, an iPAQ H5555PDA
is connected to a Navman GPS 3450 through the CF port and
a Sprint CF 2031 wireless connection card are used.

In an additional embodiment, a custom solution may be
provided incorporating data collection, global positioning
capabilities and wireless connectivity to arrive at the system
envisioned by the present invention.

Several SDKs are within the scope of the present inven-
tion, including those available for the Palm® OS and
Microsoft® Pocket PC operating systems. In a particular
embodiment, VS.NET 2003 is used for the operating envi-
ronment. VS NET 2003 will execute on any device that runs
the Pocket PC 2003 operating system, which allows
improved flexibility in current and future device selection.
Microsoft® also provides extensive developer support and
sample code for many different concepts and systems related
to portable devices.

In addition to operating system software for the system,
the present invention further includes customized software
consisting of program modules that implement a graphical
user interface (GUI) to obtain information from the indi-
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vidual traveler, modules that receive and analyze GPS data,
a local database and database management system, and a
program module to transfer the database information to a
central database.

One of the many screens that comprise the GUI is shown
in FIG. 3. The custom software, “TRAC-IT”, is designed to
guide the user through the data entry process via “wizards”
or interactive screens providing step by step instructions.
The effort required by the user to enter information is
reduced significantly by storing data in a local database for
a user’s frequently visited locations, frequently used modes
of transportation and frequent trips. Additionally, the time
and date is automatically provided by the PDA which allows
this information to be recorded for every trip taken without
requiring user input.

The design of the GUI interface in accordance with a
particular embodiment of the invention contains as few
screens as possible to avoid extensive user input. Testing has
shown that user fatigue quickly becomes an important issue
and could deter the use of this system for data collection in
a similar way that it affects the paper diary format. Addi-
tionally, any automation of tasks that could prevent the user
from having to enter data should be included. Sample tasks
include comparing a list of the user’s stored locations to the
user’s current position and automatically filling in the field
that asks the user to enter a description of their current
location. A description may be requested from the user for
location identification in addition to using an address or
latitude and longitude so that feedback could be given to the
user using their own description of the location at a later
time and date. An important issue that differentiates the
paper diary format from this system is the way the user is
prompted to create diary entries. In the paper format, the
user is asked what activity they just performed which
addresses their actions in a retrospective format. In order to
provide the most accurate data possible the GUI asks the
user to provide information just before or while they are
actually performing the activity in a prospective format. This
format ensures that the correct GPS data is accurately tied to
the proper activity at the proper time, which is a great
advantage over the paper-based diary since it doesn’t rely on
the individual’s memory. Research has shown that partici-
pants in travel surveys tend to round times and distances
when recalling a daily trip schedule from memory. However,
GPS data recorded on the same day show that arrival and
departure times and traveled distances are much more
evenly distributed than the subject remembered. Since the
data collection process is ongoing, the prospective format
also emphasizes the need for a streamlined GUI that doesn’t
overburden the user.

A significant challenge encountered in the design of the
prospective GUI is how to assign a trip purpose and desti-
nation to a user’s travel behavior. An initial GUI prototype
was formatted to ask the user to provide a planned destina-
tion and a trip purpose when the user began the trip.
However, this format proved to be inadequate as it was
found that many users didn’t follow their planned itinerary.
When traveling from “Work” to “Home” with the Purpose of
“Return Home”, many users would actually stop at an
intermediate location such as the grocery store or gas station
before reaching the “Home” location. Even though a user
may view this as one trip with the purpose of “Return
Home”, it should actually be recorded as two separate trips
with the second trip having the “Return Home” purpose.
This concept of trip segments with unique destinations
within a larger “trip” with a separate purpose is referred to
as “trip chaining”, with “trip chains” usually being anchored
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by home or work locations. The GUI prototype format either
failed to record the intermediate locations or required the
user to review and correct the original purpose and planned
destination. This problem has been experienced in other
GPS-based surveys and is a disadvantage to using a pro-
spective diary format. Since some research suggests that up
to 30 percent of trips are complex chains which contain more
than one intermediate stop, insisting that the user review and
correct almost one third of their trips either in real-time or
at a later date seems extreme. Therefore, the GUI in accor-
dance with the present invention was modified to overcome
the deficiencies in the prior art.

In accordance with the present invention computer system
is provided to collect real-time multi-modal travel behavior
data from a user. The system includes a processor, a user
interface coupled to the processor, a global positioning
system (GPS) receiver coupled to the processor and a
tangible memory storage coupled to the processor, wherein
the tangible memory storage includes software instructions
for operating the computer system. The GPS may further be
associated with a database which cross-references location
descriptions with GPS location data. The system may also
include a database of historical locations visited by a user
which is also cross-referenced to GPS coordinates.

In operation of the present invention, upon initiation of a
user trip at a starting location, the system prompts the user,
through the user interface, to indicate an expected trip
purpose for the trip. The system then acquires global posi-
tioning system coordinates from the GPS system receiver for
the starting location of the user and then identifies a starting
location description from a database of location descriptions
based upon the global positioning system coordinates of the
starting location of the user, and if the database location of
descriptions does not include a starting location description
based upon the global positioning system coordinates of the
starting location of the user, the system then prompts the
user to provide the starting location description through the
user interface. During the duration of the user trip, the
system acquires GPS coordinates of the user from the GPS
receiver at predetermined intervals.

After the initiation of the user trip, the user interface
provides the user with two possible options: “End Trip” and
“Make Quick Stop”. If the user selects to end the trip, the
user is asked to select their current location. The user is also
shown the previously selected expected trip purpose and
allows the user to change the expected trip purpose, if
necessary. The user trip is then saved with the source
location, destination location, and trip purpose defined by
the user.

Alternatively, if the user selects “Make Quick Stop”, the
user is also asked to identify their current location and their
purpose for stopping at the location. The system then
acquires GPS coordinates of the user from the GPS receiver
for the stopping location of the user trip upon receiving an
indication from the user that they are making a stop. The
system then determines a stopping location description from
the database of location descriptions based upon the GPS
coordinates of the stopping location and, if the database of
location descriptions does not include a stopping location
description based upon the GPS coordinates of the stopping
location, the system prompts the user to provide the stopping
location description through the user interface. The system
then displays, through the user interface, the expected trip
purpose and prompts the user to adjust the expected trip
purpose to indicate a trip purpose associated with the
stopping location description. The system then determines a
mode of transportation of the user between the starting
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location and the stopping location based upon the acquired
GPS coordinates of the starting location and the GPS
coordinates of the stopping location. The system then
accesses a memory storage location and stores a first trip link
data in the memory, wherein the first trip link data comprises
the GPS coordinates of the starting location, the starting
location description, the GPS coordinates of the stopping
location, the GPS coordinates acquired prior to the stopping
location, the stopping location description, the trip purpose
associated with the stopping location description and the
mode of transportation used between the starting location
and the stopping location.

Following the stop at the stopping location, if the user
then indicates that the user trip has ended, the system
prompts the user to select their current location. Upon
receiving the indication from the user that the user trip has
ended, the system then acquires the GPS coordinates of the
user from the GPS receiver for an ending location of the user
trip. The system then determines an ending location descrip-
tion from the database of location descriptions based upon
the GPS coordinates of the ending location and if the
database of location descriptions does not include an ending
location description based upon the GPS coordinates of the
ending location, the system prompts the user to provide the
ending location description through the user interface. The
system then displays the expected trip purpose to the user,
through the user interface, and prompts the user to adjust the
expected trip purpose to indicate a trip purpose associated
with the ending location description. The system then deter-
mines a mode of transportation of the user between the
stopping location and the ending location based upon the
acquired GPS coordinates for the stopping location and the
GPS coordinates for the ending location. The system then
accesses a memory storage location and stores a second trip
link data in the memory, wherein the second trip link data
comprises the GPS coordinates of the stopping location, the
stopping location description, the GPS coordinates of the
ending location, the GPS coordinates acquired between the
stopping location and the ending location, the ending loca-
tion description, the trip purpose associated with the ending
location description and the mode of transportation used
between the stopping location and the ending location.

With reference to FIG. 12, the software instructions stored
in the tangible memory storage may cause the computer
system to perform functions similar to an expert system or
an artificial intelligence (Al) driven system. In operation of
the expert system, the computer system may provide a user
with personalized feedback and travel advice based on
collected data from that particular individual and their
household. The artificial intelligence system in combination
with the TRACIT system provides the user with desired
feedback, similar to feedback that would be provided by a
Transportation Demand Management expert in the field. As
such, combining the TRACIT system and an expert system
results in a shift from a data collection device to a tool to
promote travel behavior change.

With reference to FIG. 8 through FIG. 11, an expert
system for use in combination with the TRACIT system in
accordance with the present invention is illustrated. In the
present invention, an Expert System is an intelligent auto-
mated system that analyzes travel behavior data for indi-
viduals collected with a portable computing device such as
a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) or a cell phone with
Global Positioning System (GPS) capabilities. After analy-
sis, the expert system generates suggestions for the indi-
vidual on how they might make their travel behavior more
efficient, therefore saving the individual time and money.
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These suggestions provided to the user may also reduce
traffic congestion and environmental pollution and promote
the use of alternate modes of transportation over single
occupancy vehicles (SOV).

In an exemplary embodiment, the expert system might
suggest that, “On Oct. 4, 2004 you drove to both WalMart
and Target in separate trips. Perhaps you could have com-
bined these trips into one outing” or “On Jan. 22, 2004 you
drove to WalMart, which is only about 1 mile from your
home. If you are not purchasing too much to carry, perhaps
you could walk rather than drive.” The suggestions from the
expert system may be instantly delivered to the user for
consideration. It is also within the scope of the present
invention to integrate the expert system with real-time
information databases such as 511 and transit schedules.
This could provide instant feedback to the user based on
real-time occurrences, such as traffic incidents. Information
on alternate locations could also be delivered to the user in
case there is a closer location for the goal of the trip, i.e. to
find a specific restaurant or type of restaurant.

In accordance with one embodiment of the expert system
of the present invention, the expert system creates triggers
on tables when the tables receive new trip information.
These triggers then initiate stored procedures that apply
predetermined rules based on the analysis of the trip. The
data that is returned from the analysis is then stored in a
separate results table that includes the PDA and USERID to
track which user the data should be returned to. The expert
system is designed to deliver personalized feedback to the
user based on the trips recorded for that particular user. The
solution to this problem involves PL/SQL stored procedures
that will run for each trip, and populates a corresponding
table to store all suggestions for that particular trip.

The flow chart shown in FIG. 10 depicts the interaction of
the PDA, the Expert System, and the SQL database. The
process starts with the collection of the data, which is stored
locally on the PDA’s SQL CE database. Upon synchroni-
zation to the server, the data from the PDA is transferred to
the database tables housed on the server, as shown by the
first arrow. Once these tables are populated, a flag in the
th1Trips is defaulted to a 1. This tells the Expert System that
it has not yet analyzed this trip. Once synchronization is
complete, the Expert System is triggered to analyze all trips
in tblTrips that has a flag of 1 set. Once this happens the trip
is checked against certain criteria, and then sent to sub-
procedures which will calculate a particular feedback. There
is one stored procedure for each type of related feedback.
For example, the stored procedure that calculates distance
takes into account, rules for walking, biking, and internet
shopping. After the expert system has analyzed all new trips,
it will store all suggestions that meet the internal rules into
a newly created table entitled tblFeedback. A sample of
tblFeedback is shown with reference to FIG. 10.

An overall layout of an exemplary embodiment of how
the Expert System executes sub-procedures is shown with
reference to FIG. 15. The main procedure decides which
sub-procedures (individual rules) to execute based on basic
criteria. Once the correct rules are ran for a particular trip,
the flag is set to 0 to indicate to the Expert System that it has
already processed this trip.

In one embodiment of the present invention for providing
suggestions to a user to make modifications to their trip
behavior, following the collection and storage of the first trip
link data and the second trip link data for the user trip, the
computer system and associated expert system may be used
to analyze the collected data and to make recommendations
to the user. In a particular embodiment, the system analyzes



US 10,121,212 Bl

11

the first link trip data including the trip purpose associated
with the stopping location description and the mode of
transportation used between the starting location and the
stopping location. The system further analyzes the second
link trip data including the trip purpose associated with the
ending location and the mode of transportation used between
the stopping location and the ending location. Based upon
the analysis of the first link trip data and the second link trip
data, the system may provide recommendations to the user
for changing the user trip or the mode of transportation of
the user between the starting location and the stopping
location or between the stopping location and the ending
location.

In the present invention, the trip between the starting
location and the stopping location is identified as a link in a
trip chain. Following the stop at the stopping location, the
user then may choose to resume their initial trip chain of the
trip, which is identified by the initial expected purpose of the
trip prior to the stop at the stopping location. While trans-
parent to the user, this function actually creates a second trip
with the beginning of the second trip being the stopping
location and with the destination location and purpose being
defined once the user chooses to end the trip, or make
another quick stop. As such, in the present invention, mul-
tiple trip links can be recorded sequentially. All subsequent
trips up to and including the trip during which the user
chooses “End Trip”, are identified as links in the trip chain.
This format allows the user to automatically redefine trip
parameters in real-time without burdening them with the
task of low-level information manipulation. Additionally,
when crossing between two modes of transportation during
a trip, a user can quickly identify their new mode of
transportation without having to go through the process of
ending one trip and beginning another.

Accordingly, in the present invention the system may
make recommendations to a user for changing the user trip
or the mode of transportation of the user for any of the
various links in the user trip.

In an exemplary embodiment illustrating the use of the
expert system for providing recommendations to a user for
changing their user trip or their mode of transportation, if a
user initiates a trip to the local grocery store from their home
and a return trip back to their home using their car, the
system of the present invention may acquire and store the
first link trip data including the GPS coordinates of their
home as the starting location, the GPS coordinates of the
local grocery store as the stopping location, the GPS coor-
dinates between their home and the local grocery store and
the description of the local grocery store as a store, with the
trip purpose being to go to the store and the mode of
transportation being a car. Upon the return trip from the store
to home, the system may acquire and store second link trip
data including the GPS coordinates of the store as the
stopping location, the GPS coordinates of their home as the
ending location and the GPS coordinates between the store
and their home, with the trip purpose being to return home
and the mode of transportation being a car. The first link trip
data and the second link trip data may be synchronized with
and stored in a table accessible to the expert system. After
the first link trip data and second link trip data is stored in
a table associated with the expert system, a trigger initiated
by the new table entry may be used to trigger the expert
system, indicating that new trip data is available to be
analyzed. The trigger may initiate stored procedures to apply
rules based upon the analysis of the user trip. For example,
the expert system may initiate a procedure to determine the
distance between the starting point, stopping point and
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ending point of the user trip. Knowing the mode of trans-
portation, the expert system may then apply a predetermined
rule associated with the mode of transportation being a car
and the distance traveled during one or more links of the user
trip. For example, the rule might be that if the distance of any
link traveled by car is less than 1 mile, a suggestion should
be made to the user to walk instead of driving a car. The
suggestion may then be stored in another table and provided
to the user as a suggestion to modify their mode of trans-
portation for the recorded trip, whereby the suggestion is
made to the user to walk to the store instead of using the car.
As such, based upon the analysis of the first link trip data,
between home and the store, and the second link trip data,
between the store and home, if the distance between the
user’s home and the store is less than 1 mile, the expert
system may provide a recommendation to the user to change
their mode of transportation from driving a car to walking
between home and the store.

In determining the mode of transportation of the user, the
GPS data processing component of the system allows the
user’s position, speed, and heading to be automatically
recorded. This feature provides not only the starting and
ending points of a user’s trip but also records the exact route
taken to the destination and therefore the precise distance
traveled. GPS devices use signals from multiple satellites in
orbit above the earth to triangulate the user’s position and
calculate other information, such as speed and heading. This
technology must have a direct line-of-sight path to at least
four satellites in order to fix the user’s location in three
dimensions and to at least three satellites to identify the
user’s location in two dimensions. The information from
these signals is then processed by the GPS data processing
component and delivered to the PDA through a virtual serial
connection on the CompactFlash port. The GPS information
may consist of a string formatted in the National Marine
Electronic Association’s (NMEA) 0183 Version 2.20 stan-
dard and is updated once every two seconds. This string is
then parsed to yield location information including latitude,
longitude, speed, and heading. The software module that
analyzes the GPS data contains an algorithm that determines
the critical GPS coordinates that must be recorded to be able
to accurately reconstruct each trip taken. Instead of record-
ing GPS coordinates on a continuous basis and sending these
to the central database, the software examines every new
GPS reading and decides whether it is needed in order to
reconstruct a trip. Examples of GPS data that is not needed
to reconstruct a trip include GPS data when there is no
significant travel movement or when the travel is in a
straight line. Since the system is designed to operate over a
longer period of time than a standard activity diary, a
significant amount of data will be produced. The software
was tested by comparing identical trips recorded using all
available GPS coordinates (Continuous Update method) and
GPS coordinates selected by this algorithm (Selective
Update method). The results for two different trips are
shown in FIG. 4. It can be seen in this figure that the
Selective Update method was just as accurate as the Con-
tinuous Update method, but with fewer GPS coordinates
recorded. Trip 1 in FIG. 4 represents a car trip in an urban
setting that lasts approximately 10 minutes at an average
speed of 25 mph and consists mainly of straight travel
segments. The data generated by the Selective Update
method was only 13% of the amount of data generated by
the Continuous Update method. Trip 2 in FIG. 4 shows a car
trip with fewer straight travel segments that lasts approxi-
mately five minutes at an average speed of approximately 25
mph. In this situation, the data generated by the Selective
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Update method was approximately 37% of the amount of
data generated by the Continuous Update method.

FIG. 5 represents a multimodal trip using walk, shuttle
bus, and driving a private vehicle. Again, the Selective
Update method was nearly as accurate as the Continuous
Update method, even with several mode changes for the
same trip. The recorded distance using the Continuous
Update method is more precise than the Selective Method.
Modifications can be made to track the distance using the
Continuous Update method but deleting the noncritical
points after calculating the total distance between critical
points.

FIG. 6 represents five different walking trips around the
USF campus. On average, the Selective Update method
recorded about 29% of the points.

Table 2 summarizes the savings for all the trips repre-
sented in FIGS. 4, 5 and 6. Overall, there was a 72%
reduction in the data storage and data transfer bandwidth
requirements, without significant loss of travel patterns. The
reduction in the amount of data collected is beneficial in
several ways. First, the overall size of both the local (PDA)
database and server database is significantly reduced, which
allows faster querying and record retrieval and requires a
fraction of the total storage space. Secondly, the communi-
cation time between the PDA and the Server when uploading
trips is reduced. Lastly, no further processing is required at
the central server to eliminate redundant or useless data.

In order to store data locally on the PDA, a Microsoft®
SQL CE database is utilized. Visual Basic .NET provides an
SQLCE Database Connection and data manipulation objects
to access the SQL CE database, allowing normal SQL
“SELECT”, “INSERT”, and “UPDATE” queries as well as
many other SQL commands. Since the NET Compact
Framework and its components are designed for the reduced
capacity of handheld devices, SQLCE does not provide the
complete functionality of a SQL Server 2000 database.
However, the available functions are adequate for the scope
of this system.

In one embodiment, the database consists of multiple
tables that are interrelated to give each user their own
profile. Every user has their own set of frequently visited
locations, frequently used vehicles and frequently used
presets, which contain source and destination locations as
well as the mode of transportation used to travel. The
schema of the database allows multiple users to be assigned
to the same PDA but allows each user to view only their own
travel information. Additionally, in order to be able to
compare users that live in the same house, information
regarding the user’s household and status in the household
(driver, dependent, etc.) is stored and can be retrieved at any
time. This design allows sophisticated cross-references to be
performed so that researchers can analyze travel data in
relation to other individuals in the same household. Once the
PDA and GPS record the coordinates and other information
for a trip, it can be uploaded to the central database. Located
within the TRAC-IT software on the main menu is a “Sync”
option. This process synchronizes all data on the PDA with
the data that is stored on the central SQL 2000 Server. Any
fields that have been created or updated locally are updated
at the server upon “Sync” through a process called Remove
Data Access, or RDA. Because limited data storage is an
issue on handheld devices, after all data relating to indi-
vidual trips transferred to the central server, the data is
deleted on the local PDA. However, users can view this data
at any time by selecting the option “View Trips Archived on
Server” from the main menu. Users have the freedom to
“Sync” with the server whenever an Internet connection is
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available to them. Researchers can examine submitted data
at any time by viewing the contents of the Server database
through an Active Server Pages (ASP) web site. An exem-
plary design for such a relational database is shown with
reference to FIG. 8. The data can then be exported to a local
Microsoft® Excel tile where it can be analyzed or imported
into another program.

In an additional embodiment, modem technology can be
used to create a portable system consisting of a PDA, GPS,
and wireless communication card that can automate the
process of collecting travel behavior data. This system
combines the accuracy, quantity, and automation of data
collection provided by a GPS-device with the multi-modal
analysis of paper and phone surveys. This system can record
travel behavior “per user” instead of “per vehicle” across
any mode of transportation, thereby creating a true house-
hold survey. Additionally, real-time communication allows
the submission of data from remote locations as well as the
capability to receive instant feedback or other information
from various real-time sources of data. This system seeks to
increase both the quality and quantity of collected data so
that extended survey times could last weeks instead of one
or two days. Additionally, all collected data is already in a
relational database format which will allow sophisticated
analysis of household travel behavior without any need for
further processing or collection of data.

While the intricate selection process of the necessary
hardware and software is rather difficult, the criteria of
hardware device selection can be summarized in the follow-
ing: For PDAs, the examined characteristics include pro-
cessing power, operating system (OS) & availability of
Software Development Kits (SDKs), device memory, bat-
tery power, expansion capabilities and cost. For GPS
devices, the important characteristics are system integration,
expansion capabilities, a high degree of accuracy and cost.
The wireless communication device must be compatible
with both the PDA and GPS components, and must attach to
the other devices to form one physical device. Custom
software was designed and developed that consists of pro-
gram modules that implement a GUI to obtain information
from the individual traveler, modules that receive and ana-
lyze GPS data, a local database and database management
system, and a program module to transfer the database
information to a central database.

The system and method in accordance with the present
invention is a useful, novel and non-obvious enhancement of
the travel behavior data collection process. Initial field tests
show that the GUI collects a significant amount of informa-
tion without being overly intrusive. Potential problems
could arise if the individual does not make an effort to
recharge the device before the next day, but vehicle chargers
as well as standard plug chargers should give the user
significant opportunities to recharge the device if necessary.
While the system is fairly small, if a user complains about
the size of the combined devices the communication card
can be removed or inserted as needed without detriment to
the system. While the lack of a GPS signal in a tunnel or
parking garage could cause gaps in some trip records, the
majority of travel behavior should be accurately reproduced.

Several other technologies may complement the system of
the present invention to create additional uses and capabili-
ties for the system. “GPS-enabled” cell phones, the new
generations of smart phones, would seem to be a better
alternative to the PDA/GPS/wireless card combination
described in this paper. Due to the size and personal nature
of'the cell phone, a user would be more likely to carry it with
them at all times resulting in a more accurate record of their
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daily travel habits. Secondly, Geographic Information Sys-
tems (GIS) resources would allow the user to consult many
sources of real-time information. Data could be collected
from these sources to provide the user with information
related to traffic conditions, nearby restaurants and gas
stations, or driving directions.

The present invention may be embodied on various com-
puting platforms that perform actions responsive to soft-
ware-based instructions. The following provides an anteced-
ent basis for the information technology that may be utilized
to enable the invention.

The computer readable medium described in the claims
below may be a computer readable signal medium or a
computer readable storage medium. A computer readable
storage medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an
electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or
semiconductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium would include the following: an electrical connec-
tion having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for use
by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-
magnetic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A
computer readable signal medium may be any computer
readable medium that is not a computer readable storage
medium and that can communicate, propagate, or transport
a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, includ-
ing but not limited to wireless, wire-line, optical fiber cable,
radio frequency, etc., or any suitable combination of the
foregoing. Computer program code for carrying out opera-
tions for aspects of the present invention may be written in
any combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as
Java, C#, C++ or the like and conventional procedural
programming languages, such as the “C” programming
language or similar programming languages.

Aspects of the present invention are described below with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data
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processing apparatus, create means for implementing the
functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block dia-
gram block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement the function/act specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

It will be seen that the advantages set forth above, and
those made apparent from the foregoing description, are
efficiently attained and since certain changes may be made
in the above construction without departing from the scope
of the invention, it is intended that all matters contained in
the foregoing description or shown in the accompanying
drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a
limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of
the invention herein described, and all statements of the
scope of the invention which, as a matter of language, might
be said to fall therebetween.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer system adapted to collect real-time multi-
modal travel behavior data from a user, the system com-
prising:

a processor;

a user interface coupled to the processor;

a global positioning system receiver coupled to the pro-

cessor; and

a tangible memory storage coupled to the processor, the

tangible memory storage including software instruc-

tions that cause the computer system, upon initiation of

a user trip at a starting location, to perform:

prompting the user, through the user interface, to indi-
cate an expected trip purpose for the trip;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates from
the global positioning system receiver for the starting
location of the user;

identifying a starting location description from a data-
base of location descriptions based upon the global
positioning system coordinates of the starting loca-
tion of the user, and if the database of location
descriptions does not include a starting location
description based upon the global positioning system
coordinates of the starting location of the user,
prompting the user to provide the starting location
description through the user interface;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates of the
user from the global positioning system receiver at
predetermined intervals during a duration of the user
trip;

prompting the user, through the user interface, to indi-
cate that the user trip has ended or that the user is
making a stop;
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if the user indicates that the user is making a stop,

prompting the user, through the user interface, to

select their current location;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates of
the user from the global positioning system
receiver for a stopping location of the user trip
upon receiving the indication that the user is
making a stop;

determining a stopping location description from
the database of location descriptions based
upon the global positioning system coordinates
of the stopping location, and if the database of
location descriptions does not include a stop-
ping location description based upon the global
positioning system coordinates of the stopping
location, prompting the user to provide the
stopping location description through the user
interface;

displaying, through the user interface, the
expected trip purpose and prompting the user to
adjust the expected trip purpose to indicate a
trip purpose associated with the stopping loca-
tion description;

determining a mode of transportation of the user
between the starting location and the stopping
location based upon the acquired global posi-
tioning system coordinates of the starting loca-
tion and the global positioning system coordi-
nates of the stopping location; and

storing a first trip link data, wherein the first trip
link data comprises the global positioning sys-
tem coordinates of the starting location, the
starting location description, the global posi-
tioning system coordinates of the stopping loca-
tion, the global positioning system coordinates
acquired prior to the stopping location, the
stopping location description, the trip purpose
associated with the stopping location descrip-
tion and the mode of transportation used
between the starting location and the stopping
location;

if the user indicates that the user trip has ended,

prompting the user, through the user interface, to

select their current location;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates of
the user from the global positioning system
receiver for an ending location of the user trip
upon receiving the indication that the user trip
has ended;

determining an ending location description from
the database of location descriptions based
upon the global positioning system coordinates
of the ending location, and if the database of
location descriptions does not include an ending
location description based upon the global posi-
tioning system coordinates of the ending loca-
tion, prompting the user to provide the ending
location description through the user interface;

displaying, through the user interface, the
expected trip purpose and prompting the user to
adjust the expected trip purpose to indicate a
trip purpose associated with the ending location
description;

determining a mode of transportation of the user
between the stopping location and the ending
location based upon the acquired global posi-
tioning system coordinates for the stopping
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location and the global positioning system coor-
dinates for the ending location;
storing a second trip link data, wherein the second
trip link data comprises the global positioning
system coordinates of the stopping location, the
stopping location description, the global posi-
tioning system coordinates of the ending loca-
tion, the global positioning system coordinates
acquired between the stopping location and the
ending location, the ending location descrip-
tion, the trip purpose associated with the ending
location description and the mode of transpor-
tation used between the stopping location and
the ending location;
analyzing the first link trip data including the trip
purpose associated with the stopping location
description and the mode of transportation used
between the starting location and the stopping loca-
tion;
analyzing the second link trip data including the trip
purpose associated with the ending location and the
mode of transportation used between the stopping
location and the ending location; and
providing recommendations to the user for changing
the user trip or the mode of transportation of the user
between the starting location and the stopping loca-
tion or between the stopping location and the ending
location based upon the analysis of the first link trip
data and the second link trip data.

2. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the tangible
memory storage further includes software instructions that
cause the computer system to perform:

determining the starting location description from a data-

base of historical locations of the user if the global
positioning system coordinates of the starting location
are not available.

3. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the tangible
memory storage further includes software instructions that
cause the computer system to perform:

determining the ending location description from a data-

base of historical locations of the user if the global
positioning system coordinates of the ending location
are not available.

4. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the tangible
memory storage further includes software instructions that
cause the computer system to perform:

determining the mode of transportation from the user if

the global positioning system coordinates of the user
between the starting location and the stopping location
or the global positioning system coordinates of the user
between the stopping location and the ending location
are not available.

5. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the tangible
memory storage further includes software instructions that
cause the computer system to perform:

receiving a previous mode of transportation for the trip if

the mode of transportation of the user changes; and
storing the previous mode of transportation with the first
link trip data or the second link trip data.

6. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the tangible
memory storage further includes software instructions that
cause the computer system to perform:

acquiring a starting time associated with the starting

location from the global positioning system receiver;
acquiring a stopping time associated with the stopping
location from the global positioning system receiver;
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acquiring an ending time associated with the ending
location from the global positioning system receiver;
storing the starting time and the stopping time with the
first link trip data; and
storing the stopping time and the ending time with the
second link trip data.
7. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the tangible
memory storage further includes software instructions that
cause the computer system to perform:
acquiring a starting time associated with the starting
location from the global positioning system receiver;
acquiring a stopping time associated with the stopping
location from the global positioning system receiver;
acquiring an ending time associated with the ending
location from the global positioning system receiver;
calculating a first speed of the first link of the trip based
on the starting location, the starting time, the stopping
location and the stopping time;
calculating a second speed of the second link of the trip
based on the stopping location, the stopping time, the
ending location and the ending time;
storing the first speed of the first link of the trip with the
first link trip data; and
storing the second speed of the second link of the trip with
the second link trip data.
8. The computer system of claim 1, further comprising a
wireless connectivity module for transmitting the first link
trip data and the second link trip data to a central database
using the wireless connectivity module.
9. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the computer
system is a hand-held computer system.
10. A mobile, hand-held device for collecting real-time
multi-modal travel behavior data from a user, the mobile,
hand-held device comprising:
a wireless connectivity module;
a global positioning system receiver;
a user interface;
a processor communicatively coupled to the wireless
connectivity module, the global positioning system
receiver and the user interface; and
a tangible memory storage coupled to the processor, the
tangible memory storage including software instruc-
tions that cause the mobile, hand-held device, upon
initiation of a user trip at a starting location, to perform:
prompting the user, through the user interface, to indi-
cate an expected trip purpose for the user trip;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates from
the global positioning receiver for the starting loca-
tion of the user,

identifying a starting location description from a data-
base of location descriptions based upon the global
positioning system coordinates of the starting loca-
tion of the user, and if the database of location
descriptions does not include a starting location
description based upon the global positioning system
coordinates of the starting location of the user,
prompting the user to provide the starting location
description through the user interface;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates of the
user from the global positioning system receiver at
predetermined intervals during a duration of the user
trip;

receiving an indication from the user through the user
interface of an intermediate stop in the user trip after
the trip has been initiated;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates of the
user from the global positioning system receiver for
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the intermediate stop location upon receiving the
indication of an intermediate stop in the user trip;

identifying an intermediate stop location description

from a database of location descriptions based upon
the global positioning system coordinates of the
intermediate stop location, and if the database of
location descriptions does not include an intermedi-
ate stop location description based upon the global
positioning system coordinates of the intermediate
stop location, the system prompts the user to provide
the intermediate stop location description through
the user interface;

displaying, through the user interface, the expected trip

purpose and prompting the user to adjust the
expected trip purpose to indicate an intermediate
stop purpose associated with the intermediate stop
location description;

determining a mode of transportation for the user trip

based upon the acquired global positioning system
coordinates for the user trip;

storing a first trip data, wherein the first trip data

comprises the global positioning system coordinates
of the starting location, the starting location descrip-
tion, the global positioning system coordinates
acquired during the trip, the global positioning sys-
tem coordinates of the intermediate stop location, the
intermediate stop location description, the interme-
diate stop purpose and the mode of transportation
between the starting location and the intermediate
stop location;

receiving an indication from the user through the user

interface that the user trip has ended;

acquiring global positioning system coordinates of the

user from the global positioning system receiver for
an ending location of the user trip upon receiving the
indication that the user trip has ended;

determining an ending location description from the

database of location descriptions based upon the
global positioning system coordinates of the ending
location, and if the database of location descriptions
does not include an ending location description
based upon the global positioning system coordi-
nates of the ending location, prompting the user to
provide the ending location description through the
user interface;

displaying, through the user interface, the expected trip

purpose and prompting the user to adjust the
expected trip purpose to indicate a trip purpose
associated with the ending location description;

storing a second trip data, wherein the second trip data

comprises the global positioning system coordinates
of the intermediate stop location, the intermediate
stop location description, the global positioning sys-
tem coordinates of the ending location, the ending
location description, and the trip purpose associated
with the ending location description and the mode of
transportation used between the intermediate stop
location and the ending location;

analyzing the first trip data including the intermediate

stop purpose and the mode of transportation used
between the starting location and the intermediate
stop location;

analyzing the second trip data including the trip pur-

pose associated with the ending location description
and the mode of transportation used between the
intermediate stop location and the ending location;
and
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providing recommendations to the user for changing
the user trip or the mode of transportation of the user
between the starting location and the intermediate
stop location or between the intermediate stop loca-
tion and the ending location based upon the analysis
of the first trip data and the second trip data.

11. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform;

verifying the starting location description through the user

interface.

12. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

verifying the intermediate stop location description

through the user interface.

13. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

verifying the ending location description through the user

interface.

14. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

determining the starting location description from a data-

base of historical locations of the user if the global
positioning system coordinates of the starting location
are not available.

15. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

determining the intermediate stop location description

from a database of historical locations of the user if the
global positioning system coordinates of the interme-
diate stop location are not available.

16. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:
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determining the ending location description from a data-
base of historical locations of the user if the global
positioning system coordinates of the ending location
are not available.

17. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

determining the mode of transportation from the user if

the global positioning system coordinates of the user
during the trip are not available.

18. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

acquiring an intermediate stop time from the global

positioning system receiver when the system receives
the indication of the intermediate stop; and

storing the intermediate stop time with the first trip data

and the second trip data.

19. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the computer system to perform:

acquiring an intermediate stop time from the global

positioning system receiver when the system receives
the indication of the intermediate stop;

calculating a first trip speed based on the starting location,

the starting time, the intermediate location and the
intermediate stop time; and

storing the first trip speed with the first trip data.

20. The hand-held device of claim 10, wherein the tan-
gible memory storage further includes software instructions
that cause the mobile, hand-held device to perform:

acquiring an intermediate stop time from the global

positioning system receiver when the system receives
the indication of the intermediate stop;

calculating a second trip speed based on the intermediate

location, the intermediate stop time, the ending location
and the ending time; and

storing the second trip speed with the second trip data.
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