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WhaT’S Inside

A Wise Man Builds On Solid Foundation
From Loss, A Mission

Story on Page 3
National President Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc. Visits Local Chapter

I

on. Page S • ~
Local Author Connects With The
Community At Book Signing

Michael David Jones and wife Nycole in front of their home
By: JOYCE N. JOHNSON
Challenger Correspondent

ones Asphalt and Masonry,
Inc. has been established in
the St. Petersburg compiunity
for-over 47 years. Started by
late George Jones and his wife
Emma, the business is now
operated by his son, Michael
David. This African American
owned business has survived the

S

passage of time, and flourished

under the new ownership. Jones
Asphalt and Masonry, Inc.
specializes in residential and
commercial construction services
including laying blocks, pouring
concrete, stucco and brick work.
the Mr. Jones has increased the
business to fifteen full-time
employees. Two years ago he
obtained a new partner, Richard
Mendoza. However, he is loyal •
to the past, and still employs the
same foreman, LeroyBiyant, his

dad had for ova: 30 years. His
mom, Emma, continued to do
the bookkeeping until she retired
two years ago at 69 years young.
Numerous projects have
included Wal-Mart on 34th
Street South, Oak Run Estates,
Tampa, and currently the new
town home project, Round Lake
Chalet, on Ninth Avenue North.
The work ethic and memory
of his father have sustained this
young man and brought him to

the forefront of his profession. It
is the legacy of his father
which encompassed more than
tools or equipment. This company
exemplifies a proud, hardworking,
honest black, man and the life
lessons he passed on to his son.
Jones is a big man with a
slow easy smile and manner. His
wife Nycole, vice president of
the corporation, has been a
teacher at St. Petersburg High
School for over eight years.

They have three children, David
twelve, Kennedy eight, and
Sydney six..
“I’m really proud of Mike,”
Nycole said. “His dad had a
massive stroke in 1995, and
even though Mike had other
aspirations, he accepted the’
responsibilities God gave him,
and has done an awesome job ”
Jones attended P-Tech to gain

Story on Page 4
Jamaica’s New Prime Minister
Makes First Visit to South Florida

Wise Man
continued on pg. 5

Life Skills Center: Graduation 2006
By: SHIRLEY SCOTT
Challenger Correspondent

n 1999, the first Life Skills
Center opened in Akron,
Ohio, and presented a
graduating class of 48 students
in June, 2000. Today there are
37 Life Skills Centers. Florida
has nearly five sites serving the
state: Lakeland, St. Petersburg,
Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Palm
Beach and Tampa, to be added
later this year.
The Life Skills Center of
Pinellas County is a tuition-fiee
community-based charter school
geared toward serving students
who may have experienced
difficulty in traditional high school

I

settings. Dr. Wooley-Brown is
Executive Director.
The Center serves Florida
residents from ages 16 to 21,
year-round. Students who go
through the program graduate
with a high school diploma.
Two graduations are held
each year, in December and June.
Prior to graduation,' students
are expected to maintain
employment for 90 days
during the time they are not in
class. They are required to
pass the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT) and
complete satisfactorily, the
academic program. The Center
holds high academic standards
and takes students through a

rigorous academic program
rich in technology. Assigned
work must be done to
satisfaction of 80% or better.
On June 22, 2006 at fhe
Allstate Center St. Petersburg
College site, the Life Skills
Center of Pinellas (Jounty
graduated its second class
since it opened in 2005.
Graduating were Bethany
Allen
Baker,
Chrisanthe
Apergis, Olivia Augustine,
Tricia Bullock, Keara Keane,
Crystal Nowak, Anastasia
Sanchez, Nicholas Sanchez
and Jessica Williams. Nine

Photos on Page 9
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Life Skills

Darlene Williams (mother), Jessica Williams (graduate)
continued on pg. 6 and Daisy Williams (grandmother)
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Small Business Enterprise and Economic
Development for Midtown Present to
NAACP Executive Board

Louis Moore, Director of Purchasing and Materials Manager

By: SHIRLEY SCOTT
Challenger Correspondent

ST. PETERSBURG - According
'to the City of St. Petersburg?s
’ information website, Small Business
j Enterprise (SBE) is “a local
business independently owned,
and not dominant in its field
of operation, or an affiliate or
subsidiary of a business dominant
in its field of operation.” About 3540 people interested in SBE
■ attended an open session of the
■’ NAACP Executive Board meeting
on Tuesday, June 20. Trenia Cox,
NAACP president, introduced
Deputy Mayor Goliath Davis to the
group waiting to have dialogue
• about city goods and services
including contracting opportunities.
NAACP executive board members,
small business owners, and
i concerned citizens gleaned a lot
froni what is. happening in the
business sector. Attentive attendees
raised hands, hoping to get answers
i about business concerns. Many
wanted to dispel the myth that there
■ are not enough thriving small
! businesses within the city. NAACP
president, Trenia Cox, suggested
that
when
businesses
are
established and opportunities arise,

“Pie charts, graphs and other
visuals be used to reflect goods and
services offered.’V
A collaborative effort has been
established between the City of St.
Petersburg Purchasing Department
and the Business Development
Center, headed by Deputy Mayor
Davis. The Purchasing Department
tries to find opportunities within the
city for small businesses to procure.
Construction is a huge piece of the
economic development chart,
therefore, businesses that are
registered receive notification of
opportunities pertaining to construction
as well as any other goods • and
services possibilities. Information is
published in numerous venues and
easily accessible. On the city’s website
www.stpete.org/purchase/sdbehtm, a
wealth of information is available
about considerations and criteria for
certification for small businesses
and other necessary components.
Louis Moore, Director of
Purchasing and Materials Manager,
spoke at the meeting to inform the
community of upcoming enhancements
proposed for the small business
certification process.
“We are
reaching out to community-based
organizations in an effort to reach
people who might be affected by

these changes.
Knowledge is
power. We want them to be aware,”
said Moore.
Deputy Mayor Davis mentioned
that the way the ordinance is
worded currently, small businesses
are running into capacity issues.
The small business must meet the
following criteria:
L. Serve a commercially useful
function.
2. Be principally domiciled within
City limits
3. Together with affiliates, be
.either a service provider,
construction agency or
non
manufacturer with 50 or fewer
employees.
4. Be ’certified by the city’s
Business Assistance Division.
5. The annual sales and number of
employees of the business must
not exceed a certain number
depending upon the industry.
The proposed amendment will
address and modify the above
mentioned criteria in the ordinance
to be presented to City Council July
13, 2006. Soon thereafter, a public
hearing will take place.
City
Council will later act upon the
proposed
language
for
the
ordinance and make a decision that
will be published for the public.
Louis Moore presented an
electronic display of information
about small businesses in St.
Petersburg and how the changes in
the
ordinance
will
affect
development of businesses. “I
encourage all stakeholders to be
present at the public hearing with
City Council when it is scheduled,”
Moore stressed
According to Moore, the city
does what it can to help the success
of small businesses.
He said
obtaining initial contracts is not an
issue for many businesses, but
going after additional contracts has
proven to be a challenge for some.
“We want businesses to position
themselves to be able to bid
successfully on contracts,” he said.

Back to School Special: Once a Year Special
Make sure your child is in good dental health before school starts.

Don’t miss school

because of toothaches! Free dental exams/x-rays. July 17,2006 Largo: 12420 130th Avenue
North, July 18,2006 Pinellas Park: 6350 76th Avenue North, July 20,2006 St. Pete: 205 Dr.
M.L. King St. N. Times 8:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00. Parent or guardian must accompany
child. Ages 1 - 18. No appt. necessary! Call the following centers for further details: Largo:
588-4040 ext 129, St. Pete: 824-6975, Pinellas Park: 547-7780 ext. 103

Midtown Medical Scrubs
901 16th Street South, Suite A St. Petersburg, FL 33712

F
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• Central Art Supply Company,
formerly located at 689 Central
Ave., has relocated to a larger site
at 1114 Central Ave. Claudia
Jennings and her husband have
been providing art supplies to local
artists and art. organizations for five:years. Hours of operation vary- Caii
898-8300 before visiting the store.
• Readers Book Choice, 4301
34th St. 5, Suite 102 at Maxi Mall
Plaza. Today’s top best sellers,
CDs, DVDs, African American Art,
Tyler Perry Plays, Raw Shea Butter,
oils, incense. Open seven days a
week. Personal attention from
its owner, Tangela Murph. Gall
867-3696.
• Twigs and Leaves, 1013 Dr, MLK
St S., a Florida native plant and
organic nursery is your one-stop
shopping for beautiful, low mainte
nance flowers, plants, eco-friendly
mulch and fertilizer. Butterfly
Garden Glass Coming in duly!
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays noon to
6 p.m.. Closed Wednesdays, Gall
492-9906.
• Family Dollar, 1041 Dr. MLK St.
S«, is ready for the summer! Are
you? Visit your Midtown Family
Dollar to stock up on all of your
summertime needs, including tod
dler pools, swimming gear, barbeque grills, picnic chairs, canopies
and so much more! Monday to
Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sunday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 898-5434.
• You’re invited to the Grand
Opening and Ribbon Cutting cere
mony for BAP 101, "The Ultimate
Gift Shop," 1558 16th St S, (16th
Street Plaza). Join the St Peters
burg City Council and Midtown staff
on Saturday, July 8, at 10 ajn. to
help celebrate one of Midtown’s
newest businesses. Call 893-7148
to RSVP.
• The 16th Street Business
Association will host a meeting on
July 10 at Welch's Accounting &
Tax Services, 1601 l6th St. S.,
6:30 p.m. Nomination and votes will
be accepted for president, vice
president, secretary and treasurer.
All 16th Street Business Owners are
asked to attend and to participate
in this election and the business
association.
• The Junior League of St. Peters
burg presents Back to School Care
Fair, Saturday, July 15, from 8 a.mi
to 2 p.m. at the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center, 1344 22nd
St. S. Registration ends at noon.
Medical exams, immunizations,
vision and dental exams and the
Boys and Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast, 1201 22nd St. S., is a
community agencies backpack
distribution area.

st.petersburg
Scrub sets start at $18.00 (reg. sizes)

www.stpete.org
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Jui. 1 • Fish-Ful Saturday. The Pier
Aquarium, 800 2nd Ave. N.E., 2nd floor.
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Learn about seashore
invertebrates, www.pieraquarium.org or
call 895-7437.
Jui. 2 • Music Fest On The Water.
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m.
Live music in the courtyard. Free. Call
821-6443.
Jui. 3 to 6 • Tampa Bay Devil Rays
vs. Boston Red Sox. Tropicana Field,
One Tropicana Dr. www.devilrays.com
or call 888-FAN-RAYS.
Jui. 4 • Fourth Of July Celebration.
Downtown Waterfront Parks and The
Pier. Annual event sponsored by Clear
Channel Communications features live
entertainment, family activities, face
painting, hypnotists shows and fire
works in honor of Independence Day.
Click here for more information or call
893-7441.
Jui. 7 * Get Downtown. Central Ave.
from 2nd to 3rd St 5:30 to 10 p.m. Live
music. Free. Call 393-3597.
Jui. 7 • St. Pete Shuffle.
St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Courts,
559 Mirror Lake Dr. N, 7 to 11 p.m. A
hip twist on an old game. The whole
family is welcome to play shuffleboard,
listen to music and enjoy local art.
www.stpeteshuffle.com or call 8677228.
Jui. ? to 9 • Tampa Ba^lJeyirftays
vs. New York Yankees. Tropicana
Reid, One Tropicana Dr. www.devil-

rays.com or call 888-FAN-RAYS.
Jut. 8 • Fish-Ful Saturday. The Pier
Aquarium, 800 2nd Ave. N.E., 2nd floor.
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Learn about the
marine environment with hands-on
activities and presentations. Cali 8957437.
Jui. 8 • Gallery Walk. Participating
galleries downtown. 5:30 to 9 p.m. See
new exhibits, meet gallery owners and
artists, www.stpetearts.com or call
821-6767.
Jui. 8 & 9 • Buccaneer Cat Show.
Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. 29th annual cat show with
competition and cat items for sale.
$7 adults, $6 seniors, $5 children. Call
892-5202.

Economic Oevetpprnent
Conti rtumg The Progress

MIDTOWN NEWS continued
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From loss, a mission

Rick G^

Three St. Petersburg women lost their sons to the streets. But their pain has given

JAZZ
JAMM

them purpose, and they now entreat other young men to help stop the violence.

Denise Swisher

By ABHI RAGHUNATHAN
Times Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - The tough
young men stood on the sidewalk
near Childs Park, sweating in the hot
sun and staring down passing cars.
They wore gold rims on their teeth
and big chains around their necks.
Denise Swisher, Breeshell Devine
and Alicia Roberts smiled as
they walked up. They carried fliers
emblazoned with photographs of
their dead sons.
"Hi sweetie, how are you doing?
I'm P-nut's mom. You know how he
was killed last month," Swisher said
to the men Tuesday. "We're just here
asking for an end to this violence.
"Don't let another mother bury
her child."
This is what the killing in St.
Petersburg has wrought: Mothers
of slain sons walking through
neighborhoods like Childs Park and
begging men oh the street to do
something - anything - to stop it.
The men listened silently as
Devine told them how she couldn't
eat or sleep. They stared at the ground
when Swisher described seeing a
bullet wound in her 18 year-old son's
head. Then, they traded hugs and
promises to spread the word.
"It's going to take them seeing
one of you all for all this to stop,"
Antez Smart, 22, told Swisher as he
embraced her on the sidewalk. "I
don't care how crazy they all are."
Devine, 34, lost her 18 year-old
son Michael Smith last month when
he was shot in a parking lot near the
Citrus Grove Apartments. Swisher,
35, lost her 18-year-old son Forbes a
few weeks later when someone in a
crowd of fighting youths pulled out a
gun and fifed. Alicia Roberts, 36, lost
her 20-year-old son Antonio last
May. He was shot and killed in the
parking lot of the Pinellas Point
Apartments.
Police have arrested a man in
Smith's slaying. The other two cases
remain unsolved.
The three young victims are
among the 42 people slain in the city
in the last 18 months. Many fall into
a familiar and tragic pattern: young
black men killed by other young
black men.
Part of the reason . is a
longstanding rivalry between youths
from Childs Park and’ others from
Bethel Heights, an area known for an
apartment complex that no longer
exists. Childs Park lies west of 34th
Street S; Bethel Heights is to the east.

The boundary known as "trey-4"
separates groups whose territory lies
on either side of it. No one seems to
know how the feud began, or why it
still exists .
"It's been going on a long time
between these two neighborhoods,"
said Maj. Donnie Williams of the St.
Petersburg Police Department. "It's
sporadic. We can go six months or a
year with nothing happening between
these two groups, and then see two
(incidents) a month."
Police decline to call these
groups
gangs,
saying
the
neighborhood affiliation is much
looser and harder to pin down.
Geography alone doesn't explain
the violence. Poverty is.widespread;
drugs and guns are easy to buy.
Children call 9 mm Glocks "9s" and
refer to a shotgun as a "gauge."
With death so widespread and so
regular in these small communities,
rituals have formed to honor the
fallen. The faces of slain young men
adorn T-shirts. Their friends compose
rap songs and get their names
tattooed on their arms as tributes.
Families use white shoe polish to
write memorials to dead children on
the rear windows of their cars:
"Damn I miss U P-nut," or "My Bro
R.IP.V."
The three mothers of murdered
sons began their crusade Tuesday
moriiing in the parking lot of the
Citrus Grove Apartments. Swisher,
Devine and Roberts passed out fliers
and told the young men to stop the
feuding.
"Where are we? In Vietnam? It
has got to stop!" Swisher yelled.
The handful of people in the lot
read the fliers intently.
It begins: "Peanut was #10 this
year what number will.you be?"
It ends: "Kids if you have a gun turn it in! Let's end the violence now!
You don't want to be a number!"
All three young men were close
to their mothers. Swisher lived with
his mom and stepfather, earning the
nickname "P-nut" because he had
chubby cheeks that looked like they
were full of nuts. Smith's mother
doted on him, nicknaming him
"Mike-Mike;" his dad drifted in and
out of his life. And Roberts' mother
nicknamed him "Pac-Man" because
he had such a big appetite as a baby;
his father was gunned down when he
was young.
The three mothers have known
each other for years; Roberts is
Swisher's cousin. Their kids played
together and watched football at

Campbell Park together. When Smith
was killed, Swisher was one of the
first people to embrace his mother.
The three boys were regulars at
local churches. Swisher played
football at St. Petersburg High and
won an academic scholarship to
Bethune-Cookman college. Smith
played flag football and worked as a
cook at a Hardee's restaurant. Roberts
graduated from Northeast High in
2003 and studied business education
at St. Petersburg College.
Like many young men, each had
brushes with the law: arrests on
charges of taking a car on a joyride or
shoplifting. One had a marijuana
arrest. But those who know them say
they did their best to stay out of
trouble.
Now the three mothers find it
hard to do anything but grieve.
Denise Swisher visits her son's grave
for hours every day so she can talk to
him. She can't eat or sleep,’ so she
decided Monday to print out dozens
of fliers hoping that maybe she could
stop another mother's suffering.
Devine says her son "MikeMike" was her best friend. She can't
eat either. She does drink too much,
she says, "because maybe that way
I'll get to join him soon in heaven."
Ask Roberts about her son, and
she'll talk about what a cute kid he
was. Then she cries. "He didn't
deserve to die."
After half an hour at Citrus Grove,
they drove to Childs Park.
They got a warning as soon as
they arrived. A youth in a car saw the
tribute to Forbes on Swisher's Car
and called out: "Trey-4." It was a way
of letting Swisher know she had
crossed into Childs Park.
A St. Petersburg police officer
offered the mothers some protection,
staying a few blocks behind in his
cruiser as they knocked on doors and
walked up to men on the street. They
flagged down cars, walked into
convenience stores and spoke to kids
pedaling by on bicycles.
The young men listened intently.
No matter how tough a man looked,
he stayed quiet as the women spoke
about the,grief of buiying their sons.
The women talked softly, sobbing as
they talked about seeing their sons'
dead bodies.
"No one can know what it feels
like to lose a son," Swisher told one
group of silent young men in the
park.
They hugged the women, and
promised to talk to their friends.
"My baby's brains were hanging
out of his head," Devine told another
group of kids riding on bicycles. "All
of this violence, it's not worth it.
They're killing mamas along with
their sons."
When told of what the women
were doing, Abdul Karim Ali, an
imam who is president of the Tampa
Bay Area Muslim Association,
suggested their actions should inspire
united effort among community
organizations.
"If those mothers can see that
kind of effort, they wouldn't have to
take it upon themselves to go out and
do that," he said.
But Swisher, vowed to keep
passing out fliers until the cycle of
death stops.
"I have to do it," she said. "I can't
do anything else."
She vowed she would be back on
the streets today.
Times reporter Jon Wilson and
researcher Angie Drobnic Holan
contributed to this report. Abhi
Raghunathan can be reached at (727)
893-8472. Reprinted with permission
from the St: Petersburg Times

’PROFESSIONALS BUILT THE TITANIC
AN AMATEUR BUILT THE ARK.1
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Coming of Age: The Plant City
Summer Jazz Social
A few months ago, Wil
liam Thomas from Plant City,
Florida telephoned this correspon
dent asking for assistance in
selecting jazz musicians to per
form at a jazz fest to be held in'
Plant City, Florida.
It was
explained to me that the event was’
a fund raiser and had been held the
previous year. Even though the
event had been a success in its first
year, Thomas felt that new and dif
ferent jazz musicians were needed
to create even more interest and
draw more guests to this event.
Thomas shared that the
purpose of the fund raising event
was to raise money to restore the
‘Bing Rooming House’ and
finance its daily operations as it
becomes the ‘Bing Rooming
House Museum’. As history has
it, during the segregation era the
‘Bing Rooming House’ was one of
the only places that black busi
nessmen, ballplayers, entertainers,
and* truck drivers could obtain
lodging. At that time, the rooming
house was operated by Janie
Wheeler-Bing, a well-known Plant
City resident who also operated
the Seminole Restaurant, which
served as the hub for the once
thriving Plant City black business
district.
After many years of oper
ating the rooming house, and after
the end of segregation, the proper
ty was left in the hands of Wheel
er-Bing’s grandson, James Wash
ington. In 2001, Washington
deeded the house to the Improve
ment League in an effort to pre
serve the house as a community
museum. Also taking interest in
the project, the Improvement
League was joined in its support
by the City of Plant City, Plant
City Photo Archives, the Friends
of the Bing House and local area
businesses.
The idea of an annual jazz
event to raise funds for the restora-

tion and daily operations of the .whose leader was only fourteen
Bing Rooming House Museum years old. This is a jazz group that
was conceived by the Friends of is well on its way to becoming a
the Bing House. In the summer of leader in the field of jazz music.
2004, the first “Plant City Summer Hopefully, we’ll be able to hire the
Jazz Social” was held. It was a group to play at one of the Rick
•huge success and all agreed that Gee’s Jazz Jamm events in the
the, ‘Jazz Social’ would become an near future. Saxophonist and
annual fund raising event. Thus, flautist Ronda Paramoure, aka:
on Saturday, June 17, 2006, the Princess of Jazz played several
Friends of the Bing House, beautiful tunes to the delight of the
Improvement League of Plant audience. Paramoure recently per
City, Inc. and Plant City Photo formed at the Palladium Theater in
Archives produced the second St. Petersburg in the Rose Bilal
annual ‘Jazz Social’. This year ‘Women of Jazz’ concert event.
they were successful in obtaining Performing as the main event was
the support of main sponsors such the outstanding new Latin jazz
as: Outback Steakhouse, Bright group ‘Hands in Motion’ featuring
House Networks and Radio Sta leader Lannie Battistini, key
tion WSJT 94.1 fm. Other spon boards, Tommy Fassenden, drums
sors of the event included the Law and Rob McDowell’ bass. This
Offices of Joseph Williams, Plant group was most entertaining, and
City Republican Women’s Club, the audience demonstrated appre
AmSouth Bank, Plant City Realty- ciation by loud applause.
Wayne Wiggins, St. Clement
The event ended at about
Catholic Chjurch, Fred’s Market 10 p.m.
I thanked William
Restaurant, Law Offices of Thomas, members of Friends of.
Theodore Taylor and Life Center the Bing House, and the Improve
of Brandon.
ment League for allowing me as a
My
special
friend, representative of the Weekly Chal
Yvonne Alsup, ahd I were invited lenger to participate in the event
to attend the ‘Jazz Social’. After a by recommending the ‘Hands of
very pleasant drive, we arrived a Motion’Latin Jazz Group. We all
few minutes before the reception. agreed that we. would work togeth
It was held in the Father Cronin er on the ‘Plant City Summer Jazz
Hall, St. Clement Catholic Social - 2007’. As we made the
Church, Plant City. An exciting drive back to St. Petersburg, we
and formal program was followed agreed with much enthusiasm, the
beginning with a half hour recep Plant City event serves as a won
tion, welcome comments by derful example how non-profit
Henry D. Johnson, President of the organizations and the city can
Improvement League of Plant work together towards a mutual
City, Inc., and Invocation by goal, and achieve that goal in fine
Father Tom Morgan, Pastor of St. style.
Clement Catholic Church. Dinner
*
*
was provided by Outback Steak
house, Bright House Networks
and Pepin Distribution Company.
Jazzfans - doyou have anyfeed
Jazz music was provided during back? I would like to hearfrom YOU!
the three-part program^ It began Mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
with Alfred Sheppard’s N-Version Jamm, do The Weekly Challenger,
Jazz Band playing uptempo jazz 2500 ML King St., S., St. Petersburg,
tunes by a very young jazz group; FL 33705.
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INDULGE.
YOU WON’T REGRET IT.
ONE WHOLE POUND FRESH COOKED SHRIMP

THINK

ONLY $14.99
COOKED TO ORDER - STEAMED, FRIED,
GRILLED, SCAMPI, OR BLACKENED

BEFORE

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 327-8309

YOU

(727) 328-8309

SPEAK

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

Mon.-Sat. II AM to 9 PM

MARKET & MITAURANT

Sunday... Gone Fishin*

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Automobile Accidents
• Criminal Defense
• Divorce
• Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect
• Wills & Probate
WACHOVIA PLAZA
150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727) 898-9292
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer
to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man.., the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

Minority Business Enterprise
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is distributed
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Largo • Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor
Bradenton • Sarasota • Palmetto

®h? Wrrkly Challrngrr
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St. Petersburg, TL 33705
(727) 896-2922
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Mail
$30 for 1 year
SINGLE COPY
25 cents

r

•

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages - be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.

•
•

To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.

•
•

To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Circulation Manager

Fax (727) 823-2568

t

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

.. Graphic Designer

The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 M.L. King Jr. (9th) Street South
'

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to
.q-^e week|y challenger
2500 M.L. King St. S.
St Petersburg, FL 33705

NO PAPER?
If you have not received your paper during
delivery, phone (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES
All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger no later
than 4 p.m. Monday
COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly Challenger. By
publishing such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice or
suggestion expressed.
SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly Challenger may be
edited for reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All submissions
become the sole property of The Weekly
Challenger. The Weekly Challenger reserves
the right to run all or part of any submission at a
later time. Some submissions may take
precedence due to timeliness or
newsworthiness.
Volume 38 • Number 43
Published Thursday, June 29, 2006
16 pages • 1 section
©®hp Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

Closing Time at
Guantanamo
We’d better not
turn away just yet
from the suicides of
those three detainees
at Guantanamo Bay.
The rest of the world
clearly isn’t ready to
move on. And with
Eugene
good reason. In many
Robinson
newspapers around the
globe “Guantanamo”
is much more than the name of a beautiful
harbor on Cuba’s southern coast. It has
become shorthand for a whole litany of
American excesses in George W. Bush’s
“global war on terror,” the most visible
example of how the United States blithely,
ignores the values of due process and rule of,
law that it so aggressively preaches, if neces
sary at the point of a gun.
U.S. officials have portrayed die three
men - Ali Abdullah Ahmed of Yemen, and
Mani Shaman Turki al-Habardi al-Utaybi
and Yasser Talal al-Zahrani of Saudi Arabia
- as irredeemable jihadists whose deaths
were an act of war. Ahmed was allegedly a
“mid- to high-level al-Qaeda operative,”
Utaybi a “militant” recruiter for jihad,
Zahrani a “front-line” warrior for the Tal
iban. One State Department official called
their deaths by hanging “a good P.R. move,”
and while those words were quickly dis
avowed by higher-ups, the general reaction
from the U.S. government has been some
thing pretty close to “good riddance.”
For all we know, these men might have
been the evil miscreants our government
says they were. Since our government
wouldn’t describe whatever evidence it
claimed to have against them, it’s impossible
to tell. I think any reasonable observer would
conclude it’s also quite possible that these
men were clinically depressed after being
held for years in steel-mesh cells without
legal recourse, without even formal charges,
and that they simply sought the only kind of
release they could possibly achieve. At least
one of them, Ahmed, had been on a hunger
strike for most of this year, which would
have meant that guards regularly force-fed
him through tubes stuck down his nose.
What would that do to your state of mind?
The point here isn't to go all bleedingheart over three men who may well have
been the type who gleefully slaughter inno
cents in the name of a warped religiousness.
The point is that when our government
mocks transparency and tries to

conduct this war of ideas in the shadows,
away from prying eyes, we defeat ourselves.
Four journalists - from the Charlotte
Observer, the Miami Herald and the Los
Angeles Times - who happened to be at
Guantanamo on other business and Miose
reporting could have independently con
firmed the Pentagon’s version of the suicides
were unceremoniously put on a plane home
last Wednesday. The Pentagon’s rationale that it was unfair to allow the reporters to
stay, because others who wanted to come and
cover the story were being turned away - is
ope of those masterpieces of faux logic for
which Donald Rumsfeld is justly famous.
Wouldnft the solution be to let other journal
ists in, rather than kick those four out?
How silly of me. The White House and
the Pentagon have fought tooth and nail to
keep the prison camp at Guantanamo
cloaked in deepest obscurity. They didn't
want to fell us who was being held there.
They still give us only the sketchiest infor
mation about why individuals are. being
detained. They just say, basically, “these are
bad people,” and don’t give us the information
that would back up that judgment.
The administration doesn’t want to.call
the detainees prisoners of war, because that
would accord them some rights under inter
national law, and it doesn’t want to treat.them
as criminal suspects since that would give
them rights under U.S. law. So they remain
“enemy combatants” for whom the rules
seem to be whatever we decide at any given
time.
The president’s lament that he can’t find
countries that will take some of the Guan
tanamo detainees is, frankly, lame. It may
well be true that some of these people are
hard to get rid of. But any way you look at it,
arbitrary, indefinite detention without formal
legal charges is an abandonment of the very
ideals this country is supposedly fighting to
spread throughout the world. We're long past
the point where the U.S. government’s clear
obligation is to give the detainees a proper
day in court, with effective legal representa
tion and access to the evidence against them.
And we’re long past the point where the
government needs to show the world what’s
happening at Guantanamo. Instead of hurry
ing to expel reporters, the Pentagon should
invite one and all to witness the orderly, legal
process of emptying and shutting down a.
prison that is doing this nation much more
harm than good.

Choices
In his radio
address and press
conferences this
week, the president
has highlighted the
Senate debate and
vote on a constitu
tional amendment
Reverend Jesse
to ban gay mar
L. Jackson, Sr
riage. He didn’t
mention that the Congress is also geared
up to repeal the estate tax - and hand a
staggering trillion dollar benefit to the
richest of Americans.
Similarly the president has been
touting the “success” of his economic
plans - profits up, stocks up, CEO
salaries up. He’s not mentioned that the
Conference of Mayors reports rising
hunger and homelessness in our cities.
Or that wages aren’t keeping up with
prices for most Americans.
We are headed into trouble. The
administration, desperate to shore up its
own base, is back to posturing on sym
bolic issues - a constitutional amend
ment on gay marriage, a constitutional
amendment on burning the flag - and
throwing money at the affluent that pay
for the party. Meanwhile, the poor are
'simply ignored. The Cities abandoned.
Working people slighted.
Mr. Bush’s budget simply abandons
the cities; He would cut spending on a
range of programs that go to the poor,
the elderly and the disabled - Medicaid,
education, day care, home heating assis
tance, special food assistance. He says
this is vital to bring down the deficits.
But at the same time, he insists on new
tax cuts - largely for the very wealthy that add more to the deficit than the cuts
for the poor save. And he demands
. increases in military spending and
homeland security spending - even
while cutting the programs for the poor.
The estate tax repeal is particularly
preposterous. With deficits already as far
as the eye can see, the president wants to
give the very, very wealthy a tax cut
worth about $300 billion over five years.
The tax break goes to the one family in
200 (the wealthiest 0.5%) that pay any
estate tax at all.
The president and the Republican
congress seem to believe that America’s
problem is .that the rich are too bur
dened; and the poor have too much sup

port. That America’s military is weak,
while its cities are strong.
The reality, of course, is the reverse.
The rich have captured the most of the
gains of the last decades. From 1979 to
2003, the Congressional Budget Office
shows that the income - after taxes - of
the richest 1% of Americans more than
doubled to over $700,000 per year. The
income for middle Americans rose only
by about $6,000 to $44,800 per year.
And the income for the poorest 20% of
Americans rose all of $600 over 24
years. CEO salaries are soaring; the
wages of most Americans aren’t keeping
up. The military now spends nearly as
much as the rest of the world combined
spends on its military. The U.S. spends
more on intelligence alone that any other
country spends on its entire military. Our
military is strong but our cities are in
trouble. Katrina revealed to Americans
the human face of poverty in New
Orleans. But cities across the country are
facing rising hunger, rising homeless
ness, and growing shortage of affordable
housing, overcrowded schools, under
paid teachers, inadequate health care, an
aged and declining infrastructure.
Dr. Martin Luther King taught us
that budgets are moral documents. A
nation that increases spending on war
and reduces investment in education, a
nation that rolls back taxes on the
wealthy and cuts back help for the elder
ly, the disabled, the impoverished is a
nation that has lost its way. Cities - and
urban poverty - have been off the agen
da of both parties, in spite of the fine
oratory after Katrina hit. The result is a
deepening desperation and a deepening
anger. Will America police the world
while cutting support for police on its
own streets? Will it build schools in
Baghdad and not in Baltimore? These
are fateful choices. Joseph Stiglitz, the
Nobel economist, now projects that the
war in Iraq will cost over $1 trillion.
Meanwhile, the Bush budget would cut
funding for cops on the street, for child
care, for health care for poor children.
We’re making' pr<?found choices in the
dark, distracted by our fears, and forget
ful of our values. We will pay a heavy
price for this.

The Uneasy Question - Why Are So Many Young
Blacks So Quick to Kill and Die?
I don’t know what stashed in the house and toyed with it most
they would have done tragically. Never, but never, did we hear of a
in my community youngster shooting anyone intentionally.
back in the day. One
The shooting deaths of five young peo
young person gunned ple in the same place at the same time sim
down would have ply would have been unthinkable back then.
rendered the town I don’t know that we would have ever recov
apoplectic. When folks ered.
Deborah Mathis
could walk again, it But recover they must once again in New
would have been Orleans, where, on Saturday, one 16-yearwith a slow, stunned 'old, one 17-year-old and three 19-year-olds
shuffle. When they could talk again, the all went down in a hail of gunfire in broad
tones of their conversation would have been daylight. Two of the victims were related.
dulled by disbelief, fear and mourning. And
Although they have seen plenty in their
they would have talked about it all the time troubled city, New Orleans police are even
for years.
reeling from the incident. One veteran polite
In those good old days, you simply did captain couldn’t recall the last time so many
not hear about young people being killed, were slain at once. Authorities are looking
save for the occasional traffic accident, for the shooter or shooters, operating on the
drowning or the final measure of some premise that the attack involved drugs or
dreadful disease. News of a child being shot retaliation or both.
to death - especially rarfe and shocking The motive could be helpful in nailing
came only when a kid had found a handgun the villains, but it will not cut very deeply

into what makes sense to us. There is no
good, acceptable, justifiable reason to take
out five young lives. Not out of anger, rival
ry, vengeance or sport. Not for any reason.
Not in a city that has ample constructive
needs for healthy young men. Not any
where. Not on a lazy summer weekend. Not
ever.
Now, families who have already sur
vived one of the greatest catastrophes to ever
befall an American city will have to muster
the strength to bury their young, They will
have to leam anew how to go on and move
ahead. They will have to endure the torment
of wondering why and what they could have
done to save the young men - an inquiry that
may or may not be overdue.
Potentially, someone else will lose their
child to the prison cell, perhaps even to
death row, and if they have any inkling of it
today, they must be wrestling with misery too.
Considerable energy and resources
have been poured into the analysis of what

went wrong before, during and after Hurri
cane Katrina struck - why the evacuation
orders came so late; why school buses were
not mobilized to move people out of endan
gered areas; why the Superdome and other
makeshift shelters degenerated into swamps
of suffering and danger; why the levees
broke; why the Lower Ninth Ward still looks
like it was leveled by a bomb.
Another pernicious problem is begging
for solutions: Why are so many young peo
ple, especially young black and Latino men,
so quick to kill and die? Fellas always had
gripes and grievances, always competed,
often got out of hand. But, back then, they
cared first and foremost about survival - the
other guy’s as well as their own.
What caused the breach in the levee
between then and now? What wrought this
awfulflood?

+;

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 29,2006

5

TAMPABAY AREA NEWS
National President Of Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc. Visits Local Chapter

Lady Peggy Lewis LeCompte, National President of Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc.

By : SELMA ROBINSON-AYERS
Special to the Challenger

The Tampa Bay West Central
Florida Chapter of Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc. was recently
honored with a visit by its National
President, Lady Peggy Lewis
LeCompte, The occasion was the
chapter’s Top Teens ofAmerica (TTA)
Scholarship/Awards
Luncheon
Banquet held on Saturday, June 17,
2006 at the Pasadena Yacht and
Country Club in Gulfport, FL. A
“non-stop” agenda was devised for
the 4-day Weekend.
A grand occasion deserves an
even grander affair! Graduates
honored were twin sisters, Teens
Ashley and Wilhemina Dixon, and
Teen Joel Frazer-Woods.
Top

Teens president, Teen Sharae Hart,
was poised for the occasion as
evidenced
by
her
complete
command program in presiding over
the affair.
Greetings were conveyed from
the City of St. Petersburg by City
Councilman Earnest Williams.
Councilman Williams also welcomed
Lady Peggy Lewis LeCompte (a St.
Louis native) to the Tampa Bay
area, and presented her with a “Key
to the City”. The Luncheon Speaker
(Joy Dixon) a former Top Teen is
the older sibling of Teens Ashley
and Wilhemina Dixon.
She is currently attending
Florida. A&M University, and
addressed the Class of 2006 with a
dynamic message of expectations
for the graduates: What “to” expect

in college and what “is” expected of
our future leaders!
Top Teens’
advisor, Lady Christine Frazer, and
First Vice-President, Lady Selma
Robinson-Ayers introduced the
graduates and presented them with
certificates, awards and college
scholarships. Teens Ashley and
Wilhemina Dixon will follow in the
footsteps of their sister by attending
Florida A&M University in the fall.
Teen Joel Frazer-Woods was
honored with the Chapter’s
“Outstanding Top Teen Award” and
will begin classes in the fall at
Stillman College in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama.
Following brief “Reflections”
by former Top Teens Ashley
Johnson and Dawniece Tims, Lady
Naomi Nesbitt, (local Chapter
President), formally introduced
National President, Lady Peggy
Lewis LeCompte, who offered
“Words of Encouragement” to the
Class of 2006. TLOD’s programs,
history and contributions through
the years have enabled and continue
to enable the organization to
“Mobilize Youth and Adults to
Provide Global Service and 21st
Century Leadership.”
The program culminated with
remarks and acknowledgements by
local president, Lady Naomi
Nesbitt. Potential Top Teens in
attendance were recognized and
encouraged to participate in the
chapter’s TTA Program.
Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc.
is a national humanitarian and
service organization, with over 100
chapters located throughout the
United States and Jamaica. Top
Teens
of America
is
the
organization’s Major Programmatic
Thrust, and includes over 30,000
Top Teens in chapters across the
nation.

SPC’s St. Petersburg Collegiate High
School Ranked No. 5 In State, 1st In
Pinellas County
By: JIM MOORHEAD
Special to the Challenger

ST. PETERSBURG - After
only two full years of operation, St.
Petersburg
College’s
charter
school, St. Petersburg Collegiate
High School, is ranked fifth in the
state by the grading of the Florida
Department of Education (DOE).
On the county level, SPCHS out
ranked the other two schools that
are rated “A” by the state East Lake
and Palm Harbor University high
schools to come in No. 1.
Statewide, SPCHS was ranked by
the DOE behind only Polk Coun
ty’s International Baccalaureate
Program (a single unit in that coun
ty), Sarasota’s Pine View High
School, Okaloosa-Walton Commu
nity College’s charter school and
Duval County’s Stanton College
Prep, in that order.
The rankings are based on high
standards ' achieved, and learning

gains made in reading, writing and
mathematics.
“To say I’m excited would be an
understatement,” said SPCHS Prin
cipal Linda Benware. I’m very
proud of our students, and I’m
extremely pleased with what we’ve
been able to accomplish here with a
very heterogeneous group. We have
a more diverse student population
than any of those other top five
schools - and more than those other
‘A’ high schools in Pinellas.”
If there’s a “secret” to the suc
cess of SPCHS, located on the col
lege’s St. Petersburg/Gibbs Campus,
it may be “the three R’s” cited by
Benware: rigor, relevance and rela
tionships. Once the school’s entering
sophomores get squared away as to
the tough curriculum and its perti
nence to their respective goals, and
to working with their instructors , she
said, “the meaningfulness of what
they’re doing begins to sink in.”
If they stay on track as sopho
mores, juniors and seniors, at the

end of three years they ’re rewarded
with their high school diplomas and
an Associate in Arts degree froni
SPC. In May, SPCHS produced its
first “dual graduates” at the col
lege’s historic 100th graduation
ceremony at Tropicana Field;
where Gov. Jeb Bush spoke after
receiving an honorary degree in
Education (the governor’s SPC coL
lege of choice).
This year’s FCAT writing
scores for SPCHS 10th graders
were the highest in Pinellas County.
In writing, reading and mathemat
ics, here are the comparative per
centages of students who passed:
Writing: SPCHS, 100%; district
(Pinellas County), 81%; state, 78%.
Reading: SPCHS, 92%;, district,
56%; state, 52%. Math: SPCHS,
94%; district, 79%; state, 77%.
•
“I am proud to be part of an
educational adventure that success*
fully meets the needs of the stuc
dents and our community,” Ben
ware said;
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Wise Man
from front page
additional training. He has obtained
certifications in Computer Aided
Drafting, Civil Engineering, and
Concrete Specialist. The youngest
of 10 siblings, he has operated the
business for 12 years.
Nature presented obstacles for
the young contractor with heat
exhaustion always a constant threat.
Also, he added, construction
material has grown even more
expensive, and construction is the
second largest industry in the world
at the moment.
He feels constraints of a manual
labor shortage. “Manual labor is a
dying field, he said. Some workers

associate manual labor with poverty.
Nobody wants to get the fruit of
labor from their hands. We have
cultivated a weak mind and weak
back generation. Neither parents
nor churches, are setting and
demanding boundaries' for the
young, and demanding good work
ethics,” he said His wife echoed his
sentiments: “There are no standards
for our kids. The expectations are
too low,” she said
When questioned about being a
black contractor, Jones responded.
“I have never played the race card
because God has favored me too
much. I hope I give my kids a good
work ethic by my example; a spirit
of integrity and the desire for an
honest pay for an honest days

work.” My dad often said, “Your
work is your best advertisement.”
The project that brought him the
most satisfaction is the original
designing and building of his home.
“My home has given me the most
satisfaction. My wife and I were
able to express ourselves through
my craft. We custom designed our
home, did the work and contracted
out those jobs that we did not do,”
he said.
Jones credits his family for his
success in life. “Because of what my
mom, dad, and wife did, I can do
what I do. I now stand on the backs
of others that saw more in me than I
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saw in myself. They trusted me. I
became their fruition.”

John B. Morgan,
Attorney
Reading instruction is a science .We know that
teachers trained in anti equipped with scientifically based

1-800-MORGAN-LAW

instructional techniques can help alt children leam te become
strong, independent readers.
The Partnership for Reading «s committed
te supplying educator# and parents with the
information, materials, and support they need

TAMPA (813)651-1414
www.forthepeople. com

tn ensure that proven instructional approaches
to reading are used in thetr dassroonw.

Free Hospital and House Calls * Se Habla Espanol

For more information log on to nifl.gov/partner shipforreadting.

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG OHTO

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free, written information
about our qualifications and experience. ^Percentage fee computed on gross
recovery before expenses (which we will advance) are deducted. Office Tampa.
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Local Author Connects With Community

Life Skills
from front page

Dr. Wooley-Brown, Executive Director of Life Skills Center, and gradu
ates, Keara Keane & Jessica Williams.

aspiring youth paraded their
accomplishments in the form of a
graduation line, and diploma covers
were held to mark their successful
completion of studies through the
Life Skills Center program. Among
the nine graduates was one young
black female, Jdssica Williams.
Jessica shared her success story
with fellow graduates, the audience
and panel guests, which included
Commissioner Susan Latvala, who
delivered the commencement address,

and Councilmember James Bennett
(District 5).
Williams began her story with.
“I was doing alright in school until
I left tenth grade. I started going
my own way and doing my own
thing. I ended up in the Alpha
House, a homeless shelter for
pregnant women or women with
small children. Although I did not
have good grades and iny points
toward graduation were low, I
continued to go to school. It

seemed like I was not going to be
able to complete my education the
traditional way and get a diploma. I
rushed to my guidance counselor at
Northeast High School and asked if
there were any alternatives or other
options for me to graduate and get a
diploma. She said there were. She
presented the options to me, and
described the Life Skills Center
program. I trusted what she said
about the program and enrolled
immediately. I received counseling
throughout the program and was
encouraged to keep on going even
when I wanted to quit. Working two
jobs and attending the Life Skills
Center was tough and I had my
doubts that I could finish the
program, but I was still encouraged
to push through. I realized that help
does not stop at one teacher. Several
people in the Life Skills Center
encouraged me too. I was taught at
that point that I should keep my
head up because others had faith in
me. I am determined to enjoy life
to the fullest and never give up on
my dreams” she concluded.
Ms. Bonnie Solinsky, an
administrator at the Life Skills
Center, presented four special
awards to selected graduates of the
Life Skills Center.
The awards
represented four important words that
support the mission of the Life
Skills Center program. The words
were, “Educate, Innovate, Inspire'
and Love”. Jessica received the
Innovation
Award,
as
she
exemplified excellence in that area
by her determined tenacity to
succeed and reach her goal. Jessica
aspires to attend St. Petersburg
College for Business Law to
eventually become a Corporate
Attorney.

Bright Futures Medallion Scholars
Can Now Attend Florida Community
Colleges Tuition Free
New Florida law
offers 100 percent
scholarships for
tuition and fees at all
of Florida’s 28
community colleges

TALLAHASSEE - Community
Colleges and Workforce Education
ChancellorDaviJArmstrong recently
announced
that
the
Florida
Community College System (FCCS)
can now offer reimbursement for 100percent of tuition and fees for Bright
Futures Medallion scholars at each of
the state’s. 28 community colleges.
This represents an increase over the
75-percent reimbursement policy in
years past. The legislation benefits
both current and new Medallion
scholars.
“This new legislation will create
even greater access to higher
education for many of Florida’s
students,” said Chancellor Armstrong.
“Providing the Medallion scholars
with an opportunity to receive a
quality community college education
Without having to worry about the
cost of tuition and fees is an incredible
foot in the door for them to achieve
the career and lifestyle they desire.”

New legislation, fsigned by
Governor Jeb Bush to become
effective July 1, will expand
opportunities for Florida’s Bright
Futures Scholarship program and
supports Florida’s long-standing
2+2 system.
The legislation,
approved during the recent 2006
Florida Legislative session, enables
Florida Medallion Scholars eligible high school graduates with
a 3.0 grade point average - to
receive free tuition and fees if they
attend a Florida public community
college and enroll in courses
toward an associate degree.
Under previous legislation,
Bright Futures scholarships paid
75-percent of tuition for Medallion
scholars whether they attended a
community college or state
university. Medallion students now
have a greater incentive to enroll at
one of Florida’s 28 community
colleges.
The new legislation will
remove all financial barriers for
medallion scholarship students to
go to any community college in the
state; thus allowing the first two
years of their post secondary
education to be fully underwritten.
These students eould then transfer
to a state university and finish their
final two years using the 75-percent
Bright Futures scholarship.
Florida’s cpmmunity colleges
are gearing up to inform high
school students of this new option

and to handle the applicants. Many
institutions are holding special
events this summer to allow
priority registration and tours for
the Medallion students.
The Florida Community College
System, through its Foundation for
Florida’s Community Colleges and
in partnership with the Florida
Lottery and the Florida Cable
Telecommunications Association,
is launching a public service
campaign to alert Floridians to the
change. The campaign, to begin
July 1, will include television and
radio public service announcements,
which
encourages
interested
students to log on to www.fldoe.org
or contact their local community
college for more information.
The Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship Program was created in
1997 by the Florida Legislature.
This
Florida
Lottery-funded
scholarship program rewards students
for their academic achievements
during high school by providing
funding for them to pursue post
secondary educational and career
goals in Florida.
During the 2004-05 award year,
more than 130,000 Florida students
received funding for a Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship.
More information on ( Florida
Bright
Futures
Scholarship
Program can be found online at
www.fim.edu/doe/brfutures or by
calling toll-free at 1-888-827-2004.

At Book Signing

Author Ersula Knox Odom with purchaser of book, 102 year old, Sadie Ayoub.

ST. PETERSBURG - The day
started quietly for author, Ersula
Odom as she prepared for her
recent book signing at Haslam’s
Book Store. She said she spent
many hours exploring the shelves
of Haslam’s as an Eckerd College
student several years ago and even
after she moved to Tampa. It was
one of those full circle moments for
her.
She looked up and two friends
from Tampa had arrived. Thus the
day began. Later art old Eckerd
College buddy, Alfonso Woods,
came in and actually made sales by
calling his friends from his cell
phone.
It really got interesting when a
young girl received confirmation
that what she was planning to do
with her grandmother that day was
indeed appropriate. She purchased
Ms. Odom’s book, “At Sula’s Feet”
and asked that it be signed to
“Sadie.” As the author autographed
her book, the young girl revealed
that 102 year-old Sadie was in the
store. This energized Ms. Odom

into telling the story of how she
recorded her grandmother’s voice
30 plus years ago.
That make-shift recording
session became the foundation for
the audio book version of “At
Sula’s Feet.” The CD features Ms.
Odom reading from the book and
her grandmother singing and
laughing. This . prompted the
granddaughter to reach into her
purse for the cassette recorder she
was carrying, in search of blank
tapes. She wanted to capture her
grandmother’s story that evening.
Sadie Ayoub, who was bom on
New Year’s Day, 1904,’came to
America from Lebanon in 1911.
The family purchased two books.
Ms. Odom gave Sadie the CD. As
the young girl thanked Ms Odom
she informed her that her own
mother’s name is Ursula.
Another
woman
casually
picked up the book and asked if an
article about it had appeared in the
newspaper. Ms; Odom started
naming papers starting with the The
Weekly Challenger. The woman

inteirupted, saying she was not
from here, but Savannah Ga., and
was in town visiting, a sick friend.
She had seen some of the coverage
Ms. Odom received when she went
“home” to Georgia to promote her
book. She inquired if Ms. Odom
knew a friend of hers whose maiden
name was Reese. She did not, but,
one of her grandfathers .(featured in
the book) was named was Jessie
Reese.
Two sisters stopped by and had
a long conversation about family
treasures. Ms. Odom discussed1 her
essay “Let Them Have\ The
Jewelry” with them. One 'sister
pointed to the other and said, “She got
all the photographs” from their
father’s photography business.
They agreed she had. Today the
sisters spend many hours together
remembering good times made
possible by this pictorial history.
At the end of the day;, Ray
Hinst, one of the bookstore owners,
came back with a smile, asked for
an autograph, and had a picture
taken with the author.

Ray Hinst, owner of Haslam’s Bookstore with author, Ersula Odom. 13
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
HOW CAN YOU FIT VOLUNTEERING INTO AN ALREADY HECTIC

VOLUNTEER AS A VISITING ROLE MODEL

CELEBRATE MIDTWN THROUGH PICTURES

EYECARE AMERICA OFFERS NO COST MEDICAL EYE CARE

SCHEDULE?

The Feet on the Street Pho> Exhibit continues through June 30
at three Midtown lopatio, - the Royal Theater, 1011 22nd St.
S., St. Pete Clay Compay, 420 22nd St. S. and the Woodson
Museum, 2240 Ninth ve. S. More
than a hundred photogjphs, taken by
members of otir comiunity, portray
the historic and cukrally diverse
Midtown neighborpods. Contact:
w ww.theartscentT.org/feetonthestreet.htm

Help a parent understand what their children can realistically
do for their age—help the parent begin to have fun with their
child! For fur
ther information
contact: Kathy
Mize, Coordinator
for The Parent
Aide Program
,(727) 544-3900
'x 168.

TO QUALIFIED SENIORS

Mentors serve as role models and provide encouragement and
friendship to a child in, Pinellas County who needs to build self
esteem, needs special assistance or just needs a listening ear.
Volunteer a few hours a week near your home. Our program is
funded by the Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County. For
more information or to find out when our next Open House will
be please call Gulf Coast Community Care Adults Mentoring
Children Program (7l7)-479-1831

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION, JULY 4, DOWNTOWN

JMMERATYOUR LIBRARY

“CALLING ALL TALENT”

Each of the'cifs libraries has a full schedule of events from
June 5 to July 8 that includes reading and activities for kids story times, .pits, puppet shows, special entertainment acts
and more. Fr times and locations, pick up a Florida Library
Youth Progrin brochure at your local library or City Hall in
the Mall (Tfone Square) or visit www.splibraries.org.

SUMMER AT YOUR LIBRARY

WATERFRONT

The city of St Petersburg Azalea Recreation Center extends an
open casting call to all talent in the community. If you can sing,
dance, act, demonstrate martial arts, or exhibit any kind of special
talent', we are looking for you. Auditions will be held on Tuesday,
July 11 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Azalea Center, 1600 72nd
St N. The Talent Competition will be held July 28 and will
include multiple prizes. Call Ron at 893-7150 for more informa
tion.

celebrate Independence Day with family activities, food conces
sions and live entertainment throughout the day, with activities
concentrated in Vinoy Park, Straub Park and The Pier. Fireworks
are scheduled for 9 p.m. Mix 100.7 simulcasts patriotic music
during the fireworks display.

The national health campaign is intended to remind the senior
community about the value of eyesight. The promotion will high
light all of the wonderful things that we all see and often take for
granted. The 3-month long promotional campaign runs May 31
through September 4 and encourages people td call the EyeCare
America Seniors EyeCare Program to see if you, a loved one or
a friend, 65 and older, is eligible to receive a referral for an
eye exam and care. For more information call 1800 222-EYES
(3937).

THE ANNUAL MID-SUMMER COASTAL CLEANUP

The Annual Mid-Summer Coastal Cleanup will be held on July 8, 2006
starting at 8:30AM. We will be meeting at the entrance to Fort DeSoto
Boat Ramp. Break out the sunscreen, that old hat and some closed-toed
shoes. In addition to the land cleanup, we will also be doing a water-based
cleanup. Volunteers for water-based portion of the cleanup must have their
own canoe or kayak and life preservers for each occupant. For additional
information on the land-based cleanup you can contact: Martha Garcia,
(727) 867-8166, Tampa Bay Watch, email: aackman@tampabaywatch.org
or for the water-based clean contact Keep Pinellas Beautiful (727) 5330402, email: stoplitter@tampabayjr.com.

BAKE/YARD SALE TO BENEFIT DARFUR REGION

CONTAINER GARDENING WITH A TROPICAL FLAIR

AAVREC HOLDS FORUM

OF SUDAN AFRICA

Each / the city's libraries has a full schedule of events from
June Jo July 28 that includes reading and activities for kids storyimes, films, puppet shows', special entertainment acts
and lore. For times and locations, pick up a Florida Library
You* Program brochure at your local library or City Hall in
thelall (Tyrone Square) or visit www.splibraries.org.

Join local landscape designer, Linda Worle, as she gives pointers
on creating container gardens for the balcony, patio or poolscape.
With easy to find plants or exotic beauties, leam how to get the
biggest impact, and healthiest plants to last from season to season.
A question and answer period will follow the presentation. This
presentation is free with paid Sunken Gardens admission or mem
bership. July 8,2006 at 11:30 a.m. For more information,
call 551-3148.

The ladies of Epsilon Beta Sigma chapterof Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc. will host a bake/yard sale to bring attention to the
horrific crisis in the Darfur region of Sudan, Africa. The event
will take place, Saturday, July 1, at the Enoch Davis Community
Center, llll 18th Ave. So, From 9 am - 12 noon. For additional
information contact Soror Rena Oliver, Community Relief Disas
ter chair at (727) 214-8542.

The African American Voters Research and Education Committee
(AAVREC) and The League of Women Voters (LWV) will host a
Candidate Forum for the Pinellas County School Board candi
dates. The forum will be held on Thursday, August 10th at 6:30
PM. at the Enoch Davis Center located at llll 18th Avenue
South, St.Petersburg.

FAMU Announces A New Dean of Education
Diverse background makes Bowie State administrator, professor top choice
: TALLAHASSEE - Florida
i&M
University
Provost i
Debra Austin announced Tues
day that the university has,
appointed Scott Jackson Dantley, Ph.D., as the new dean of
FAMU’s College of Education.
, “We are extremely pleased
about this appointment,” said
Austin. “Dr. Dantley comes to
us with an impressive record of
service in higher education. His
diverse background in educar
tion, accreditation, fundraising
and research gives us just the
right attributes to lead us to the
next level with our program,
which remains one of the top
producers of African-American

educators.”
Dantley is currently the
Acting Dean of the School of
Education at Bowie (Maryland)
State University, where he is
also an associate professor of
chemistry and science educa
tion. Under his leadership as
the expert on NCATE and the
accreditation process, Bowie
State’s
accreditation
was
affirmed for seven years in
Spring 2004.
Dantley has also distin
guished himself as a successful
fundraiser through federal and
state research dollars for such
programs as Men Engaged in
Nurture (M.E.N.), a federal

program designed to recruit
and retain minority male teach
ers. Other funded grants
include: a $1.3-million grant
from the National Institutes of
Health for the Mind Project; a
$30,000 Teacher Redesign
grant for work with local;
schools in supporting innova
tive and standards-based teach
ing practices; and, a $147,000
grant for the Minority Men
Health Program (MMHP) for
health-education workshops for
local Community and faithbased organizations.
“We feel that our national
search has resulted in a signifi
cant find for FAMU,” Austin

sajd. “Dr. Dantley, who is
widely published, has worked
on key education issues on the
national level and has secured
more than $2 million in funded
grants. He has been a frequent
preseftter on the national and
international level from Costa
Rica to Canada, and has often
spoken on the subject of the
implications of “No Child Left
Behind.”
“I could not be more
pleased to have this outstand
ing administrator and educator
join our team.”, .
Dantley’s appointment is
effective July 17.

OLD AGE IS COMPULSORY,
WISDOM IS OPTIONAL.'

HIS SON. HIS FREEDOM.
HIS LIFE. NOW HE’S
TAKING THEM ALL BACK.

Morning Glory Funeral Chapel Celebrates Grand Opening

TYRESE

GIBSON
MEAGAN

'

GOOD
LARENZ

TATE
THE

GAME

(l-r)Gary Howard, Chamber of Commerce ambassador, Rev. Manuel Sykes of Bethel Community Church, Harold Jones of Morning
Glory Funeral Chapel of Tampa, Lisa Speights-Fisher owner and operator, Rev. Corey Jones and Sandy Reid of Senior Voice
Magazine.

ST. PETERSBURG - Morning Glory
Funeral Chapel held its grand opening cerenohy, hosted by the St, Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce, June 8 in the funeral
lome parking lot under shade-gathering
:ents. Delicious food and drink were provid;d by Chef Larry of Talk Radio WGUL.
Morning Glory, the only such facility in the
rampa Bay area owned and operated by an
African-American woman, is owned and
operated by Lisa Speights-Fisher.

Speights-Fisher intends for Morning
Glory to be the funeral chapel that is a part of
the community. The Chamber shares her
vision and invited community leaders and
businesses to celebrate the grand opening.
Local ministers, small business owners,
church representatives, friends and wellwishers came out to support Speights-Fisher
and her staff.
■The program was brief but lively, with an
invocation by Pastor Raymond Williams of

Heaven’s Harvest Church of Tampa. A his
torical brief of how Morning Glory was start
ed, by Rev. Corey Jones, was shared, and
words of encouragement and support were
offrerd by Harold Jones, and Rev. Manuel
Sykes. Rev. Robert Sturgis closed the event
with a heart-felt prayer.
Tours of the facility Were given as guests
mingled, munched-and networked.

NOW PLAYING
AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE
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STATE NEWS
Students Showcased
Patentable Ideas at FAMU
Summer Invention Camp

Jamaica’s New Prime Minister
Makes First Visit to South Florida

Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Simpson Miller

MIAMI (AP) — Jamaican Prime Minister Portia
Simpson Miller asked Jamaican-Americans in South
Florida on Saturday to “tear down the walls of divisiveness” and help her rebuild the poverty-stricken
Caribbean nation.
Simpson Miller, on her first visit to Florida since
her inauguration, stressed the importance of the
expatriate community in her vision for Jamaica, Her

government hosted a two-day conference for about
500 expatriates in Kingston, the capitol, last week.
“I want to call on you to continue to support your
country,” she said. “Continue your efforts, your
assistance for the progress of our country.”
While a recent poll shows that popular support in
Jamaica seems to be waning for Simpson Miller,
supporters greeted her in Davie, Hollywood and
Miami with hugs and kisses, The Miami Herald
reported.
“She has a nurturing touch,” said former
Jamaican table tennis champion Stephen Hylton,
who attended the Hollywood reception.
“Coming to South Florida within 100 days is a
mark of resourcefulness,” said Marcia. Magnus, a
Jamaican-born Florida International University pro
fessor who heads the Caribbean American Political
ly Active Citizens organization.
“She clearly understands the. rebuilding of
Jamaica cannot go on without the diaspora. What
she is doing here now is capitalizing on the financial
and intellectual capital by coming here,” Magnus
said.
Simpson Miller is the first woman to lead
Jamaica, and she occasionally referred to herself as
“Aunty Portia” during her Florida appearances. She
pledged to reverse the island's reputation as the most
crime-ridden country in the Caribbean.
“Bad men will know a woman is in charge and
feel the strength of the woman,” she said. “I want to
move the country forward. I see myself as change.”

TALLAHASSEE, FL - A
one-week summer camp experi
ence could turn into a lucrative
lifetime business venture for
some 37 students in the Summer
Invention Camp at Florida A&M
University (FAMU). As part of a
National Science Foundation
(NSF) grant, the camp brings
together the art and science of
inventing and the profession of
technology transfer to the atten
tion of junior and senior high
school students. The participants,
some of whom have come to
FAMU from as far away as
Texas, Virginia and Connecticut,
showcased their inventions on
June 23 in FAMU’s Coleman
Library.
In its second year, the Sum
mer Invention Camp has taught
students the meaning of innova
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achievements.”
than 25 years, Alpha Phi Alpha
Alpha Phi Alpha has not only has partnered with the March of
been influential in the areas of gov Dimes Birth Defects Foundation to
ernment and business, but also in implement “Project Alpha,” “ a pro
Washington, DC - General education, community affairs, sports gram geared toward providing edu
President Darryl R. Matthews, Sr., and entertainment. The fraternity’s cation and guidance to thousands of
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., prominent members include Rev. teen males in'hundreds of communi
announced today that the fraternity Martin Luther King, Jr., Thurgood ties.
will kick off its official 100th Marshall, Charles Rangel, Marc
Alpha Phi Alphas’ over 650
anniversary celebration at its nation Morial, Kwame Kilpatrick, Art chapters combined have contributed
al convention in Washington, D.C. Shell, Lionel Ritchie, the list goes on. an estimated 650K in scholarships
on Tuesday, July 25, 2006. Founded
Over the years, Alpha Phi Alpha annually. The fraternity’s presence in
on December 4, 1906 by seven dis has lead hundreds of campaigns to the African-American community
tinct men at Cornell University in uplift the African-American communi has remained unparalleled for the last
Ithaca, NY, Alpha Phi Alpha is the ty, including the Million Dollar Cam 100 years, inspiring a host of other
first and largest inter-collegiate paign to support the NAACP, African-American fraternities and
Greek-letter fraternity established for National Negro Coliege Fund and sororities. '
Black college students.
the National Urban League. The
“Alpha Phi Alpha has touched
“Our founders envisioned a day renowned “A Voteless People is a the lives of many individuals, iri one
when the leadership of African- Hopeless People” campaign was the way or another,” said Matthews.
American men would become wide first real organized demonstration to “For us, this milestone is more than a
ly-recognized and respected, despite encourage African-Americans to celebration of the fraternity ’s 100th
challenges of social and economic vote. The fraternity’s most recent year. This is a celebration of Alpha
inequality,” said Matthews. “And campaign, the Martin Luther King Jr. Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.’s steadfast
since many of our members have had Memorial . Project, has raised nearly commitment to improving the
a tremendous impact on the nation’s $60 million to date.
African-American community. As
social and economic policies, this
In addition, Alpha Phi Aipha has we reflect on our past, we look for
made Washington an ideal place to hosted many service initiatives that ward to the future, by continuing oun
both honor our founders’ vision and have directly affected the lives of comfmtment through dynamic lead
Celebrate 100 years ofAlpha Phi Alpha African-American men. For more ership and service.”

Fireworks Safety on 4th of July Will
Prevent Injuries
Clearwater, Fla. - Clearwater Fire & Rescue Fire Marshal Steve Strong urges Clearwater residents to
stay safe and prevent injuries this Independence Day when celebrating around fireworks. Fireworks are
exciting to watch but can be dangerous to touch or play with. Thousands of injuries each year could be
avoided by heeding a few simple tips:
•
•

TAMPA BAY’S

•
Florida Lottery®

WTSPTV®

•

When you play, we all win.
www.flalottery.com

•

Understand that fireworks are incendiary
devices, not toys
Fireworks should be handled only by trained
professionals
Even sparklers can reach 1,000° Fahrenheit, and
parents should be present when children use them
Attend public fireworks displays instead of back
yard displays
:
Stay at least 500 feet away from fireworks:
displays
The sale and use of fireworks are regulated by tte

state and Pinellas County, and only sparkler-type fire
works are legal fdr general consumer purchase. For
further information, contact Clearwater Fire & Rescue
Division of Fire Prevention Services at 727-562-4327.

w

V/

tiveness. They also demonstrated
their ideas using marketing tech
niques that are most ajpropriate
for their products. In atditionto
an NSF grant, the FANn Sum
mer Invention Camp vas sup
ported by local busineses and
Rotary International Clubj.

Nation’s First Black Greek-Letter
Fraternity Reflects on Rich Past,
Looks Toward Bright Future

Watch our nightly drawings.
You could be holding the winning numbers.

WTO

tion to the Marketplace. “We
expect more g-eat inventions to
come from thj\ year’s activity,”
she said. “MoBo^er, we expect
that our students will continue to
innovate, especi^ly in the areas
of science, mahematics and
engineering.”
The showcast spotlighted
team and individua inventions.
Student projects wee 'judged on
innovativeness, praclcajity, com
mercial potential anricost effec

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. \
Celebrates a Century of Leadership
and Service

Are you a winner?

(Affl3, Play®

tion, invention and creative
thinking; how to determine if
their ideas have already been dis
closed by others; and how to pro
tect their ideas and market them.
Last year, students created’inno
vative products such as a sani
tized shopping cart, a toothbrush
with changeable heads, and a
trash can liner storage and
retrieval system and a multi-pur
pose backpack with an embedded
back massager and MP3 player.
In addition, the students created a
patentable product to avoid the
unsanitary conditions of soda
cans.
Dr. Rose Glee, director of
FAMU’s Office of Technology
Transfer, Licensing and Com
mercialization, says the students
are taught the complete process
of taking an idea from its concep
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NATIONAL NEWS
America’s Population To Hit 300
/
Million This Fall
Million milestones
As of midclay Sunday there were
299,061499 fSOple in the United
States, It is estimated that the
population wl grow to 300 million
by foe fall c this year.

U.S. popilation, in millions
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Graphic shows U.S. populations
million milestones by yecf-

By STEPHEN OHLEMACH2R
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP - The U.S.
population is on target tf hit 300 mil
lion this fall and it’s i’good bet the
milestone baby,, or immigrant, will be
Hispanic. No one wjl know for sure
because the date anytime will be just
an estimate.
But Latino inmigrants and those
bom in the UnitedStates are driving the
population growli. They accounted for
almost half the jicrease last year, more
than any otherethnic or racial group.
White non-Hipanics, who make up
about two finds of the population,
accounted fq/less than one-fifth of the
increase. .
Phil Slawe sees the impact at his
company, translations .com. The New
York-basel business started in 1992,
when it nainly helped U.S. companies
translate documents for work ddne
overseas. Today, the company’s
domestic business is booming on pro
jects s»ch as helping a pharmacy print
prescription labels in up to five lan
guages or providing over-the-phone
tranjation services for tax preparers. *
“It’s been a huge growth area for
ow business,” said Shawe, the presi
dent and chief executive. “Not only is
tie Hispanic market growing faster
ban the average, but it is also growing
ai purchasing power.”
;
When the population reached 200
million in 1967, there was no accurate
tally of U.S. Hispanics. The first effort
to count Hispanics came in the 1970
census, and the results were dubious.

The Census Bureau counted about 9.6 are coining to work.” There are also the
million Latinos, a little less than 5 per salsa-ketchup wars, well-publicized
cent of the population. The bureau since salsa surpassed ketchup in U.S.
acknowledged that the figure was sales in the 1990s, pitting the two
inflated in the American Midwest and condiments in a seesaw battle for
South because some people who supremacy ever since.
checked the box saying they were
Many people are embracing the
“Central or South American” thought changes, but sdme are not, as evidenced
that designation meant they were from by the national debate on immigration.
the central or southern United States.
The growing number of Hispanics is
Most people in the U.S. did not closely tied to immigration because
have any neighbors from Central about 40 percent are immigrants.
America or South America in the
“I think there is a little bit of a cul
/1960s. The baby boom had just ended ture shock effect, especially with the
in 1964, and the country was growing language,” said Frey, the demographer.
through birth rates, not, immigration, “But as people get to know their new
said Howard Hogan, the Census neighbors, they find they are not that
Bureau's associate director for demo different from them.”
graphic programs.
The U.S. added 2.8 million people
In 1967, there were fewer than 10 last year, a little more than a million
million people in the U.S. who were from immigration and about 1.7 million
bom in other countries; that was not because births outnumbered deaths.
even one in 20. White non-Hispanics The U.S. is the third largest country in
made up about 83 percent of the popu the world, behind China and India.
lation. Today, there are 36 million America's population is increasing by a
immigrants, about one in eight,
little less than 1 percent a year, a pace
“We were much more of an insular that will keep it in third place for the
society back then,” said William Frey, a foreseeable future, said Carl Haub, a
demographer at the Brookings Institu demographer at the Population
tion, a Washington think tank. “It was Reference Bureau.
much more of a white, middle-class,
The world, with a population of
suburban society.” As of midday Sun 6.5 billion, is growing a little faster than
day, there were 299,061,199 people in 1 percent a year. By the time the U.S.
the United States, according to the Cen population hits 400 million, in the
sus Bureau’s population clock. The 2040s, white non-Hispanics will be but
estimate is based on annual numbers a hare majority. Hispanics are projected
for births, deaths and immigration, to make up close to one-quarter of the
averaged throughout the year.
population, and blacks more than 14
The U.S. adds a person every 11 percent. Asians will increase their share
seconds, according to the clock. A baby of the population to more than 7 per
is bom every eight seconds, someone cent.
Those percentages, however, are
dies every 13 seconds, and someone
migrates to the U.S. every 30 seconds. just projections. They are subject to big
At that rate, the 300 millionth person in revisions, depending on immigration
the U.S. will be bom, or cross the bor policy, cultural changes and natural or
der, in October, though bureau officials manmade disasters. “In terms of pro
are wary of committing to a particular jecting out a year or two, we’re not too
month because of the subjective nature bad,” said Hogan of the Census Bureau.
“In 2043,-1 don’t think anybody here
of the clock.
Hispanics surpassed blacks as the would think they are particularly accu
largest minority group in America in rate.” One thing is certain: A lot more
2001, and today make up more than 14 people who say they are Central Amer
percent of the population. The growth ican or South American will actually be
of the Latino population promises to from those places.
“The over 40 population dominat
have profound cultural, political and
economic effects. “I think we’ve ed by the baby boomers, they’re the
already seen these changes,” said Clara ones in power now,” said Frey. “But
Rodriguez, a sociology professor at when we get to 2043, a lot of them will
not be with us anymore. Those under
Fordham University.
“I think the music has been influ 40 will be in power and we will be even
enced by the Caribbean rhythms and more of a global society.”
the Latino singers,” Rodriguez said. “I
think economically, clearly immigrants

Morehouse College Says It Will
Inherit MLK Papers

Martin Luther King JJM

By ERRIN HAINES
Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA (AP) - A collection
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s handwritten
documents and books won't be sold
at auction and instead will be given to
his alma mater, officials said Friday.
A coalition of business, individuals
and philanthropic leaders led by
Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin
bought the collection for an undis
closed amount, said Morehouse Col
lege President Waiter Massey.
The personal papers of the civil
rights leader had been scheduled to
be auctioned off June 30 at Sotheby's
auction house in New York and were
valued at $15 million to $30 million.
Massey said the Atlanta group offered
more than that. Morehouse College
will acquire the collection, Massey
said. Sotheby’s Vice Chairman David

Redden confirmed that the auction Center for Research in Black Culture
will no longer take place, though the at the New York Public Library.
public exhibition of the collection
Coretta Scott King’s death in
will continue through Thursday, as January was a catalyst for the sale, as
scheduled.
her will calls for the liquidation of her
“I can’t imagine a better home estate. The collection includes items
than the home of Dr. King for this ranging from canceled checks, to a
collection,” Redden said. “It was term paper he wrote as a student at
there for years, it’s going to be there Morehouse, to a draft of his most
forever. I think that’s a marvelous famous speech^ "I Have a Dream,"
conclusion to this extraordinary pro delivered at the 1963 March on
cess. It guarantees that it will be Washington. As a requirement of the
looked after properly and made avail sale, the collection had to be bought
able to the public.” Redden would not as a single lot. If it is resold, it cannot
be broken up as long as the Kings'
disclose the purchase price.
Andrew Young, a lieutenant of children are alive.
King’s during the civil rights move
Seven years ago, the Library of
ment, became overcome with emo Congress offered $20 million
tion when discussing the deal Friday (eurol6 million) for the collection.
night. “People have seen this as an Negotiations stagnated a year later
opportunity to step up and lay claim after historians debated the value of
to Martin Luther King’s nonviolent the papers. Sotheby's also failed to:
heritage as a part of Atlanta’s tradi sell the .collection three years ago
tion” Young said. “It really didn’t after the March on Washington
belong anywhere else. The people anniversary exhibition.
who responded...it just lets you know
Morehouse College is an all
who really understand and appreci male historically black college near
ates what Atlanta has done for them. downtown Atlanta. The 139-year-old
Of course, in the process, they've school stands as the largest private,
done a lot for Atlanta.” Atlanta is the liberal arts college in the country for
birthplace of King and is where he men with 2,800 students, and one of
and his wife, Coretta, are buried. The only four all-male colleges in the
city was the sentimental favorite in U.S. The school’s other famous
the bidding and was rumored to have alumni include actor Samuel L. Jackstiff competition from others across son, former U.S. Surgeon General
the country, including the Library of David Satcher and film director
Congress, the Smithsonian Institute, Spike Lee.
Duke University, and the Schomburg

Ruben Studdard Wins $2 Million Lawsuit

Ruben Studdard

BIRMINGHAM,
Alabama
(AP) - “American Idol” winner
Ruben Studdard has been awarded
$2 million in his lawsuit against his

ex-manager for misappropriating
the singer’s money and credit cards.
Studdard, 26, of Birmingham, won
the television talent show in 2003
and filed suit last year against ex
manager Ronald W. Edwards and
Edwards’ promotions company, Sez
Inc.
Jefferson County Circuit Judge
Scott Vowell on Thursday awarded
Studdard $500,000 for his actual
losses and another $1.5 million in
punitive damages, The Birmingham
News reported,
Vowell dismissed Edwards’
promotions company from the suit
because it was bankrupt and had no

assets. Edwards filed a petition' for
Chapter 7 bankruptcy on June 17,
2005. The suit claimed Edwards
misused more than $246,000 of the
singer’s money.
According to the judge's ruling,
Edwards took money from Studdard's checking and other bank
accounts, improperly used his cred
it cards and even used Studdard’s
money to repay a $10,000 bank
loan.
Studdard . has sold more than 2.2
million records, but the damage to
his credit because of the fraud made
it hard to obtain financing to buy a
home, Vowell’s order said.

Donor To Give $2.5 Million To
College If Trustees Quit
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - Financially
strapped LeMoyne-Owen College, the only
historically black college in Memphis, will
get the money it needs to meet expenses
from an anonymous donor, but only if the
school’s trustees agree to quit.
The college, which had needed to raise
at least $1 million by the end of this month,
received a pledge from the donor, who will
give the school $1.5 million by June 30 and
then an additional $1 million grantj said
Mayor Willie Herenton on Friday.
But in order to get the gift, the school’s
trustees, which include Herenton and board
chairman Robert Lipscomb, must step
down. Trustees who hold seats designated
for alumni and those representing churches
won’t be asked to leave.
“We must restore confidence in the
minds of the corporations, foundations and
citizens that the mission of this college is
still legitimate,” Herenton said during a
press conference Friday. The 30-plus mem
bers of the board have not officially been
asked to resign. Last week, during a special
ly called meeting, Herenton and other
trustees agreed they needed to make drastic
changes, Lipscomb said.
The school has produced a number of
black leaders, including Herenton and civil

rights pioneer Benjamin Hooks, but over
the last decade has faced a revolving door
of presidents, mounting debt and dwindling
enrollment.
Herenton had even offered to box Joe
Frazier to raise money for the school though
the former heavyweight champion has not
responded. With less than a week before the
deadline to pay $1 million to cover operat
ing expenses, the school had raised only
half that amount.
•
The Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools had placed LeMoyne-Owen on
probation
for financial problems. School president
James Wingate resigned last week, citing in

part frustration over sluggish corporate con
tributions and the inability to decrease the
school’s $6 million debt. The college traces
its roots to a school for. freed slaves set up
in 1862 by the American Missionary Associ
ation, a New England abolitionist group that
helped free the survivors of the Amistad
slave ship.
The school moved to Memphis in 1863
and became the LeMoyne Normal and
Commercial School in 1871; created by
the missionary association with a
$20,000 donation from Francis J.
LeMoyne, a Pennsylvania physician.

A Musical by CLARKE PETERS
featuring LOUIS-JORGAN'S Greatest Hits
Opigitsaiy Produced at the Theatre Royal Stratford East
Twe-Suys Msened
is pre»nte4 ihwtah s(j«cjd oms^srwsflt. wtth. CartMw Wackmtesh crd Alask: IheittraltiltnwTanfli Alt aatheriied perferRtSAoe ffiaieriftfrarl
Sspplit4 ifMt«'-c: Theatre Intewitwrsl, 42i Werit 54fh 5+r«et, Nfcw York, bfew York
wmte (212)
Fw
wwwJrtTXSftflW.wffl

. His woman left him, he's broke and ifs five o'clock in the mornin’. But don’t worry
about our hero. Out of his 30’s-style radio jump five guys name Moe who cajole,
wheedle, comfort and jive him withthe swinging 1930’s rhythm and blues hit songs
of Louis Jordan, one of the twentieth century's most beloved jazz songwriters.
A good time Hew Orleans party that leaves the seats empty for the
right reasons ... everyone is up dancin’ in the aisles,
Performances: July 6 at 8:15 p.m., July 7 at 8:15 p.m.,
July 8 at 2:15 p.m. and 8:15 p.m., and July 9 at 2:15 p.m.
Tickets: $19.00 Adults and $7;00 Full-Time Students

4337 East Silver Springs Boulevard
In The Appleton Cultural Center
Information and Reservations: (352) 236-2274
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Former Bucaneers Receiver Theo Bell Dies

FINAL RITES
Melvin H. Watson, Who Trained
Civil Rights Leaders, Dies at 98

Darryl Levan
Jackson Jr.
bom on December 7,
1980 in St. Petersburg
FL, to Darryl and Patricia
Jackson. He departed this
life on June 10,2006.
He leaves to cherish his
memories, his Parents
Darryl Levan Sr. and
Patricia Lorraine Jackson,
One
Daughter,
Anaya Kala Flores Jackson, and her mother
Maria Flores, One Sister,
Kendra Lissette Jackson,’
his Paternal Grandpar
ents, Robert and Lacey
Jackson, his Maternal
Grandparents, Martha
White, his Great grand
mother, Juanita White
and the late Peter White
Sr. Grandparents who
proceeded him in death:
Levan and Rosa Edwards
and James and Beaulah
Jackson, Frank and Janie
Cubby, and a host of oth
ers aunts, uncles, cousins,
relatives, and many
friends.

ATLANTA (AP) The Rev. Melvin H. Wat
son, who influenced
Martin Luther King Jr.
and helped train other
civil rights leaders, has
died. He was 98.
• Watson, who lived in
Atlanta, died Monday at
Crawford Long Hospital,
said Walter Earl Fluker
of Atlanta, executive
director of the Leader
ship Center at More
house College and Wat
son's son-in-law.
The funeral was
Saturday
at
Martin
Luther King Jr. Interna
tional Chapel at More
house College.
As senior pastor of
Liberty Baptist Church
in Atlanta and a religion
professor at Morehouse
College,
Morehouse
School of Religion and
the Interdenominational
Theological Center, Wat
son exerted a quiet influ
ence for more than half a
century.

Many of his students
became civil rights leaders.
Former/students include
the Rev. Dr. Robert
Michael Franklin Jr.,
presidential
distin
guished professor at
Emory University's Can
dler School of Theology;
the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss
Jr., pastor of Olivet Insti
tutional Baptist Church
in Cleveland, and the
Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts
III,
pastor
of the
Abyssian Baptist Church
in New York City.,
"He was one of the
great teachers of his gen
eration, and his (teaching
skills and mentoring
capacity was as compre
hensive outside
the
classroom as in the class
room," Moss said.
When King was
studying
at
Boston
University and pastoring
at Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church in Montgomery,
Ala., he turned to Watson
for advice, Fluker said.

SMITH

In a series of letters,
Watson critiqued King's
views of socialism and
philosophy and recom
mended books to read,
Fluker said.
"In one letter, King
is bragging about his
new programs at Dexter
and Watson writes back
_ I paraphrase _ 'the
abundance of activity is
a smoke screen for effec
tive ministry.' He coun
seled King to slow down
and take care of his peo
ple," Fluker said.
That
philosophy
characterized Watson's
years at Liberty Baptist,
said his daughter, Sharon
Michelle Watson Fluker
of Atlanta. "His sermons
were thoughtful, reflec
tive and solidly biblically
based. He called for the
listener to be an active
thinker. He asked how
the Word could be part of
your life and your service
to others."

t

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

FUNERAL HOME
Burial Spaces

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping

$890
Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355
‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours’
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St, Petersburg, FL 33705
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TAMPA (AP) - Former NFL
receiver Theo Bell, who won two
Super Bowl rings with the Pittsburgh
Steelers before finishing his career
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, died
after a long battle with kidney disease
and scleroderma. He was 52.
Bell died Wednesday at St.
Joseph's Hospital, said hospital
spokeswoman Amy Gall. Scleroderma
is a chronic disease that causes skin
thickening and tightening arid can
cause damage to internal organs.
A fourth-round draft pick of the
Steelers in 1976, Bell played nine
seasons in the NFL _ the last five with
the Bucs. He finished with 136 catch
es for 2,375 yards and eight touch
downs, and was with Pittsburgh when
the Steelers won the Super Bowl in
1978 and 1979.
He started 13 of 70 games he
appeared in for the Bucs and had 95
catches for 1,470 yards and four TDs.

Theo Bel

Charles Smith, Kool & the Gang Guitarist,
Dies at 57
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Clay
des Charles Smith, a co-founder
and lead guitarist of the group
Kool & the Gang, has died. He
was 57.
Smith died in Maplewood,
NJ., on Tuesday after a long ill
ness, publicist David Brokaw said
Thursday. Brokaw did not know
the cause of de^th.
"We've lost a member of our
family, as well as an infinitely cre
ative‘and gifted artist who was
with the band from the very begin
ning," band manager Tia Sinclair
said in a statement.
Kool & the Gang grew from
jazz roots in the 1960s to become
one of the major groups of the
1970s, blending jazz, funk, R&B
and pop. After a downturn, the
group enjoyed a return to stardom
in the '80s.
Smith, who was known as
Charles Smith, wrote the hits
"Joanna" and "Take My Heart,"
and was a co-writer of others,
including "Celebration," "Holly
wood Swinging" and "Jungle
Boogie."
Bom on Sept. 6, 1948, in Jersey
City, N.J., he was introduced to
jazz guitar by his father in the
early 1960s.
Later in that decade he was in
a group of New Jersey jazz musi-

Charles Smith co-founder and lead guitar player for Kool & The Garq

cians, including Ronald Bell (later
Khalis Bayyan), Robert "Kool"
Bell, George Brown, Dennis
Thomas and Robert, " Spike"
Mickens, who became Kool & the
Gang. Other members woiild
include lead singer James 'JT"
Taylor.

Illness forced Smith to step
touring with the group in January
Smith is survived by his six chjl
dren, Claydes A. Smith, Justin
Smith, Aaron Corbin, August Wil
liams, Uranus Guray and Tyteen
Humes, and nine grandchildren.

“It’s all taken care of
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind. ?
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

MORNING GLORY
FUNERAL CHAPEL
OF ST. PETERSBURG
Free Caskets for Veterans and Families

Traditionat Tunerats starting at $2,499.00
Direct Cremations w/free um - $895.00
(fraveside Service starting at - $1299.00
Please join for a luncheon seminar on July 11 at
12 noon - Life Insurance - Why You Need It and
How To Get It. $5 donation for speaker.
Affordable and Compassionate

The Weekly Challenger
Obituary Section Guidelines:

3301 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg

(727)323-8132

Lisa M. Speights

24 hour service

LFD and Owner

• Photos are printed in black and white only
• Deadline for submission is 4 p.m. Monday
Obituaries can be delivered or e-mailed to:
wceditor@tampabay.rr.com
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
PENTECOSTAL TEMPLE
CHURCH OF GOD IN
^CHRIST

MT- ZION PROGRESSIVE
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

The members and friehds of Pentecostal Temple
have been wonderfully blessed as the Presence of the

Welcome to “Son Treasure Island” Vacation Bible
School

Lord is moving in our midst. Our Father’s Day recog
Classes will.be held June 26 thru July 1. Each night
passes start from 6:00 p.m. til 8:00 p.m. Open to all
ages 3 - Adult. For more information call 894-4311 or
to enroll stop by the church office from 9 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Monday thru Thursday.

nition began with Pastor Anderson treating each of the
fathers to breakfast at a local restaurant. The? youth
department with specially made ribbon accents and the
reading of a heart-felt poem also honored the fathers.
The congregation received a rich Word from the Lord
through the preaching ministry of Elder Terence Mer

Couples Ministry Fishing Tournament
. Saturday, July 8,2006 @7:00 a.m.

ritt of Baltimore, Maryland. Using First Chronicles 4:9
and 10 he exhorted us to seek God for all that He has
for us.as Jabez did. Despite the odds that were already

Weigh-in & “Fish Fry” @11:00am (Rest Area Pavilion)
The Sunshine Skyway Bridge Fishing Pier
Contact church office for more info 894-4311

stacked against him, Jabez honored God and in return,
God granted him his request. “I Want More” was the

C.A.R.E. (Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts) will

subject and focus of the message.

meet every Tuesday at 7pm in the Youth House locat
ed at 1022 20th Street South. If you or someone you
know has an addiction, please contact Minister Keith
Murphy at 321-3440.

The Daughters in Ministry also blessed the congre
gation through an atmosphere of praise and thanksgiv
ing. Evangelist Jackqulyne M. Anderson was honored
for her service as president of the Daughters in Min

MT ZION CHILDREN’S CENTER is now open for

istry. She was showered with love gifts and words of
encouragement for ttie great work she is doing for the

full daycare ages 3 - 5. Contact Patricia Hannah at
894-4311 ext 402 for more information.

kingdom of God. Special presentations by the P. T.
Mime Boyz & Company and the P. T. Angels of Life

Summer Camp. Arts & Crafts, swimming, drama

were highlights of the service. Missionary Merl
McDonald delivered the spoken Word from Joel 2:21-

classes, and more. Contact Patricia Hannah at
894-4311 ext 402 for more info.

27 using the subject of “I Will Restore.” It was a
dynamic word of encouragement prompting us to take

The Yes Prodigy Art Program sponsored by the YMCA
will have classes for Ages 6-17, Monday - Friday.
Leam Theatre, Video Production, and.Photography,
Vocals & Lyrics, Ceramics and more. Contact Kathie
Johnson for more information

God at His Word and expect Him to restore to us the
things that have been taken by the snafes and traps of
the enemy of our souls.- She told us that we, too, must

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL METROPOLITAN
BAPTIST CHURCH

"ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church extends an
invitation to “Share the Gospel Fix in 2006.” We con
vey Gods’ Word at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. services on
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Bible Study and
Teen Summit on Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We
also encourage the community to make use of our
Hour of Prayer, Monday-Saturday at 12:00 noon.
The Christian Education Ministry extends an invi
tation to the community to attend our Summer Bible
Institute began Wednesday, June 14th. It is a six (6)
weeks session for women, men and youth, and will be
in session on Wednesday of each week. The women’s
study “A Woman After God’s Own Heart,” will entail
two age groups, 18-35 ajnd 36 up. Angela Bolds will
teach the 18-35 year olds, and Valarie Haynes will
teach the 36 years and up The men’s study will be
“What God Does When Men pray” will be taught by
Deacon Dana Pittman, Deacon Alfred Williams and
Deacon Watson Haynes. The youth will study “Youth
Ministry On YoUr Knees”
We invite the community to join us on Sunday July
9th at 4:00 pm for the inaugural sermon of Minister
Watson Haynes. We here at Bethel are proud to claim
him as an associate, and would like to share the oppor
tunity for others to experience his acceptance of his
'calling.
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church is
making plans to celebrate its 103rd Anniversary in
September. Several activities and events have been
planned for this occasion. One of the events is our
Family Reunion. Invitations will be sent to former
members, inactive members and those members who
have moved away, to join us for service on Sunday,
August 13th at 11:00 a.m., arid fellowship on church
grounds after the service. We are looking forward to
the reuniting of family members and friends

The New Hope family invites you to worship
with us on Sunday bioming. Our morning begins at
7:45. Holy Communion will be served during this
worship experience. At 9:00 Sunday school begins.
The Adult classes will begin a new quarter on Sun
day morning. Bring the entire family to leam more
about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.,
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New Hope
Mass Choir leading the congregation in praise. The
Music team consists of Michael MeKenny, Vernard
MeKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens, The
Bread of Life will be served by our Esteemed Pas
tor, Reverend Carlos L. Senior. The ordinances of
Baptism and Communion will be observed during
this service. We will be delighted to have you wor
ship with us!
MIDWEEK P.U.SJH.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)

Bible Study will be held on Wednesday evening at
7:00p.m. We are presently studying Ways of Holi
ness by Stephen Olford. Join us in learning more
about becoming better Christians.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at 11:00.
Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous availeth
much. Come, let's praise God together.
UPCOMING EVENTS
July 15th ...................................... Annual Church Picnic
July 22nd .................. .Hospitality Ministry Workshop
July 29th . .Back-to-School Health Fair & Giveaway

be active in the process of restoration by putting on the
whole armor of God and standing our ground against
the works of the enemy.
The Pentecostal Temple family invites you to wor
ship with us at any of our scheduled services. Please

GED Classes are held Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. --11

June 30th .... .Pastor's Advocates Fellowship Hour

a.m. in the Genesis building. Transportation is avail
able. Contact Karen Marshall for more info at 8944311.

"Gratitude should be a continuous attitude, not
just an occasional incident."

Visit our web site at: wwwjnzprogressive.org

see our listing in the Church Directory section of this
newspaper.

YEAR WHAT NUMBER WILL YOU BE?

My son was shot on May 31 st at 6:04

We have a problem with YOUTH

pm. He died at 6:27; and for what?

KILLING

“P-nut” as most of you knew him,
was on his way to college, and he

YOUTH!

And

so

should everyone else. It's sense
less! I am on a crusade along

had goals. His goals died right

with the other two women

along with him. I truly believe

who lost their sons the same

that my son is no longer suf

way I lost my son, because

fering, but I am! Do you want
your mother or your loved

New Philadelphia
Community Church
Holy Communion

PEANUT WAS #10
m/S

-----------------------------

someone
<

thought

they

should pick up a gun and

one to feel the pain that I do;

use it. And again, who

the pain that never eases?

suffers? We, the loved

The hardest thing I've ever

ones. Myself along with

had to do is to pick out my

the other two mothers are

son's casket. “P-nut’s” cousin

determined to put an end

Antonio Roberts, (Pac-Man)

to this violence and hope

died a year earlier. His friend

fully with the help of our

Michael, Smith, (Mike-Mike)
weeks earlier! Their mothers

youth and our community, we
will be able to do it.

know exactly the pain that I feel.

Please help us help our youth

LET'S END THE VIOLENCE NOW! • YOU DON'T WANT TO BE A NUMBER!
We are truly here to help you. Call us Ms. Denise (727) 520-4801
'.

Again, the monthly focus at New Philadelphia
will be service of Holy Communion. Church family
will celebrate the Lord’s presence in our lives continu
ously through person of the Holy Spirit. This service
takes on an added dimension by virtue of it also
being fifth Sunday after Pentecost. Members are
expected to be present and on time.
Proclamation emphasis will be an object sermon
on Christian stewardship. Pastor will offer a graphi
cally pictorial exhortation on the necessity of finan
cial stewardship among believers. A primary tenet of
emphasis will be developirig discipline of “consis
tent giving” by those who are not,presently tithing.
“Percentage giving” will also be stressed as one pro
gresses towards reaching the 10% (tithe).
A six-month evaluation of the church’s progres
sion towards edifice construction will take place af
conclusion of mid-morning service, a past, present,
and future presentation on progress being made to
erect a building to God’s glory. Members are urged
to make a sacrificial effort to be present on Sunday.

,+
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Black Churches Turning to Technology to
Spread Gospel, Attract Members
Chicago, BL (BlackNews.com) - Black
churches across America, long dependent on
word-of-mouth to fill their pews, are turning
to technology to reach a broader audience,
energize their evangelism and attract new
members, church leaders say.
Facing declining memberships and
stagnant donations, many churches are
expanding their outreach strategies and are
starting to rely on traditional and web-based
marketing and advertising to expand their
reach and woo potential parishioners.
It is a matter of both service and sur
vival, pastors say,
“If the church is going to survive in the
present age of computers, cell phones and
PDAs, it must embrace modern tech
nology,” says internationally known reli
gious leader Rev. Clay Evans, retired pastor
of Chicago’s Fellowship Baptist Church.
“To not do so would only spell doom for our
churches, our congregations and our Chris
tian mission.” ,
Church leaders are turning to technolo
gy, activists say, because of the staggering
number of Americans who say they are
looking for salvation but have no church
home.
More than 75 million Americans are
“unchurched,” recent studies show, even
though 40 million of them classify them
selves as Christian. Of that 40 million, near
ly 30 million say they have made a personal

WITH CHARACTER
AND EDUCATION,
WE’RE ALL
WINNERS

commitment to Jesus Christ that is still
important in their lives.
Reaching those 75 million people
requires a diversity of strategies, experts say.
“Today, churches are more open to the
possibilities of media and need more cre
ative ways to reach different groups,” said
Kristin Lihdholm, a professor at Trinity Uni
versity, a highly regarded Christian institu
tion in Deerfield, Illinois.
:^ “It makes sense to try different avenues
to reach different people,” she added,
“because not everyone is going to walk into
the church.”
Nearly 1,000 churches across the U.S.
have signed up to a new web-based market
ing tool called 877-BLESSED to promote
their churches and attract new members.
The multi-media outreach service puts
churches and their ministries in touch with
thousands of prospective members and
donors - all at the touch of a keypad.
Rev. Stephen J. Thurston, president of
the 3-million-member National Baptist Con
vention of America, calls the 877-Blessed
concept “the essence of spiritual connectivi
ty.”
“Finding a church to attend when you
are away from home is indeed imperative,”
says Rev. Thurston, senior pastor of New
Covenant Missionary Baptist Church ih
Chicago. “877-Blessed has taken the
guesswork out of doing so.”

Company president Curtis Green said
Americans - black and white - need the
answers that church can provide, but
churches have never been aggressive about
marketing those solutions.
“Americans spend billions of dollars
every day looking for love, for fulfillment,
for answers to the problems in life that trou
ble them and haunt them,” Green said. “The
church of Jesus Christ has the answers to
their problems. We just have to figure out
the best way to get that message across.”
Green said 877-BLESSED helps
churches expand their Christian outreach
while helping potential churchgoers find a
church that fulfills their needs. Green said
many people have no .church home because
they don’t know how to start their search.
“Most people don’t attend church
because of the challenge of finding the right
kind of church for them,’’Green said.
“Some people like small, intimate churches
where everybody knows' your name while
others want to feel like they’re a part of
something big.
“Our system breaks down the ‘DNA’ of
churches and places it in front of a churchseeker in a user-friendly fashion," Green
added. “Now, church seekers can visit a
church in advance - via the internet - to see
if there’s a fit.”
Patterned after such outreach initiatives
as 800-DENTIST and 800-DOCTOR, Green

said the 877-BLESSED system is simple to
use, either via the internet or the company’s
toll free number.
Here’s how it works: Church-seekers go
online or call the toll-free number and enter
a ZIP code. Following the prompts, the visi
tor selects options based on church prefer
ences, (i.e., membership size, style of wor
ship, outreach initiatives, ministries, etc.).
Once the visitor has narrowed the
search, he or she may select an option to
hear a 3-minute version of a pastoral sermon
(online visitors may also see the sermon). If
the visitor likes what he sees, he may then be
connected with the pastor of a church repre
sentative to ask more questions about the
church.
Green said the program is becoming
wildly popular with pastors across the coun
try because they understand that they must
adapt if they are to survive.
“We are in the age of information and
gadgets - people use cell phones and laptops
and Blackberries, and all other sorts of tools
to get the information they want,” Green
said. “It’s about time the church community
caught up with the times and marketed
themselves using the latest technology.”
“At the end of the day, it’s about using
all the tools at our disposal to export a Chris
tian message and save as many souls as we
can,” Green added. “What can be more righ
teous than that?” ,

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 3 3712
Phone. 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

1820- 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Satqt 4 c bi? Pri n)i live Baptist Chare!)
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Moming , - 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Scheduled Services:

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Sunday School ................................ . .8:00 a.m.
Worship Service ................................ .. .9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting .,.6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study ..........7:00-8:00 p.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose"
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?
Looking for
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
- Well, Come to the House of God,

Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

Morning Worship

H(( first-time visitors witi receive a comjdimentary
<DVfD of our weehfy sahbatd service.
Visit our ■website: www.houseofgoftamjia.com

11:00 a.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study

BISHOP JOHNNY WILLIAMS and
wife, LADY CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

(727) 822-2089

..............9:30 a.m.

Evening Worship ... . 6 p.m.

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Mondays - 7:30 P.M.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting

Praise & Worship Joy Night
& Teachers Meeting

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Service

Sunday Available for Service

Church: 813-248-1907

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

3403 N. 34th Street

Rev. Clyde williams

Breakfast Ministry. .............. ..Sunday 8:00AM
Church School................................................. .9:00 AM
Morning Worship............................................10:30AM
Bible Study.....................,....... Tuesday 7:00PM
Youth Church ............... Mon & Wed 5:30PM
Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

We welcome you at all times.

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

Tampa, FL 33605

Ordained Missionary

First Baptist Institutional Church

Mount Olive AME Church — Tampa

Johnnie Mae Howard

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL

"The Church With A Vision"
1747 West LaSalle Street Tampa, FL

Call: 727 895-5239

813-254-5045

Phone: 323-7518
Rev. Wayne

G. Thompson,

Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Bethel1894@knology.net

Sunday School

Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study

Daughters of Zion Women's Ministry ■

912 3rd

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

The House of God

Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

A Woman After
God’s

Come Worship With

Own Heart...

the First Baptist Family

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg Fla. 33712
(727)321-0911
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.

"tiff. G/ive "Primitive "Baptist "Church
"Eider jfasepk (3. Styles, fAuster
U'& “Peatt/iar "Pevple "Persuaded /a ’’Perform Eit, 'Purpoiier’
3001 18th Avenue South » Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712 '
Phone: (727) 327-9904 . Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibieStudy - 7:00PM

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)(

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church For more
information about the other services and ministries at Victory
Christian Center, please call 727 321-0911

*Nursery and Youth Services Available
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.xom

Spiritually
Connected
Call for Prayers &
Testimonies

Reverend and

Lady James C.
Givens Pastor

Sunday (Church) School

........... ..................9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship..................

......................... 11:00 a.m.

First Sunday Worship.....

.7:45 a.m. and 11 ajm.

Wednesday Bible Study .

•....... ............... ...7:00 p.m.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 29,2006

LW SIM

8■M■

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Dt Hlf ItCT

L. P. Davis
Memorial Baptist Chureh

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

2700 5th Ave. So., St.

www.bmmbc.org

Petersburg, Fla.

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

Sunday Worship Services
* 8:00 am • 11:00 am
Sunday School
930 am
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
7:00 pm
BibieStudy
7:30 pm

Early Morning Worship ......................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................... ..................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... ................................... 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ............................... .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ..........11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service ...... L.............................
.-.6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service .................................................. 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bibly Study, Thursday ..........6:30 p.m.

Pastor
Sunday School.......... ....................................... 9:30am
Morning Worship.........................................11:00am

"God’s House In The City”

Evening Service........................ ........... .......6:00pm

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

JCeftr

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

727-327-2009

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

\

Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin.......................................................
Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry.................................. ............................................................. James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................................................ Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry .......................... .......................................... ..
Wyvonnia McGee
“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

1820 Walton Street S,
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Pentecostal Teipple Clfurcl) ef God ip Christ

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

10th Street Church Of God

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling bf God in Christ Jesus”

(727) 898-9407

Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Saturday

(727) 822-0784

Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.*
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m:

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

Sunday

, 1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 aan.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Wednesday...........7:30pm

(Umramnntu (Jilturcfy
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207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL33705

Sunday School....;................................................. .9:30 ajn.
Morning Worship............. .............................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer........ ....................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ..................... .7:30 pjn.

Friendship
Missionary BaptistA

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Church

U(A cfiurcfi wording togetherfor the ujyhuifding of Qods kingdom”

3300 31st Street South

St MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Macedonia Freewill Baptist
Church

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................ 7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School........................................9:30 AM
Wednesday..............Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...... .............. 7 PM Youth Enrichment

Elder: Toriy Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving," "Helping and Healing,"
"Inspiring and Instructing," “Praying and Praising."

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631
www.stmarkch.org
*
Schedule of Services
Church School ... ....................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........ .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ...... .5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ......... 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Rev. Brian K. Brown

‘Creating a Q-Caven of Tope, Q-Cehp, and Q-CeaCing for Christ”

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Cjnedtesi, King

!)Gkusiak,
2550 9th Avenue

S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday Service...........................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays

Bro. Robert Smith

................................ 7:30 p .m.

(727) 896-4356
Sunday Morning Bible Class ..... .9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .......10:30 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Ladies Bible Class Monday .......7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ..................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .-.... .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. ,7:00 p.m.

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Sunday
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)896-5228

Church School.............

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Wednesday

Wednesday Services:
Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7 p.m.

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St.petersburg, Florida

Walkixo fN fae PBohtseo vision

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.

A

/Cr

Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)327-1373
Early Morning Worship....................................... .7:30 a.m.
Sunday School................ ............................... .9:30 aan.
Morning Worship......................................................,.11:00 ajn.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting..7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting............................. .........,....,11:00 aan.
"Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church’’

x

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center
4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
(727) 374-1864
Sunday
Morning Worship
Feed The Homeless

1

~

Tr
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday

‘One Body; One Spirit, One Hope”

IS > .

Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.
Pastor

9 a.m.

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Praise & Worship Service..... 10:30 a.m.

Church School............. ...9:15 a.m.-^ 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.‘
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

(formerly Childs Park United Methodist Church)
Telephone #: (727) 327-0015 • Fax #: (727) 327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Monday

Sunday Services:

of

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

The Rock

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”
Rev. G. M. Curry

Wednesday
Bible Study

10:45 AM
2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Log on:

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

6am Prayer

New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church
1717 18th Avenue South
Saint Petersburg, Florida
33712

Sunday School .... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
New Members
Orientation and
BTU Thursday........... 6:00 p.m.

(727) 823-7020
Pastor Office
(727) 823-6078

Prayer Meeting
st Bible Study
Thursday ................... 7:00 p.m.

Email:
New]erusalem@verizon.net

Pastor Troy Adams and Lady Nevida Adams

'One Common Goal for Unified Believers"
“TVafhing Qn The Promised ‘Vision”

(Ephesians 4:16)
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Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad • (727) 896-2922
eT'l.

ZfCoUt

Boley Centers, Inc.

Ujamaa Gift Shop

has employment
opportunities available.
Please call our jobline or

1502 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

•Fabric and Mud Cloth

visit our website for
an up-to-date list of

727-821-9602
1 r
p ““ 7" -*?-■ *“ " 1 r
Save 500 on 1
I
Free Lunch
I I
I
Milky Way 27
Wednesday
I I
I
Hairpieces
I Save $1.10 on 2 Milky I
I Spend $35 or more,
receive $5 McDonald’s
I
I
I Way 27 Hairpieces
Coupon
I
I
I
Valid Wednesday only.
Valid Thursday & Friday only.
I Only one coupon per purchase I Only one coupon per purchase. I
L — —i — — — _JI

African Wear - Adult and Children - $15 and up

Save 500
on entire
purchase
over$10

Only one coupon
per purchase. ■

k

•Tailored designs

our openings.

1
I
I
I
I
I
I

*Roca Shell Jewelry

’Event fashion shows

•Fashion Accessories

Jobline:

(727) 821-4819 x8

We look forward to seeing you and all your friends!

website:
www.boleycenters.org

Lay-A-Way acceptable
2937 Central Avenues, St. Petersburg, F"L 33713

SLoAemxvtie

'7E7j

3S1-B53E

J
■i i

il nli'l • (nnti'i.-ui.il • Ih'ilfn
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GULFCOAST LEGALSERVICES, INC.
FAIR HOUSING INITIATIVE PROGRAM

Interim

WANTED:
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION TESTERS
EARN EXTRA CASH
ATTEND TRAININGS AT GULFCOAST

' -CAP1TWLM©RT8AGE’

Enrolling Now

Call for info about our upcoming tester training. Trainings are held regularly. The position

For 2006-2007
Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Telephone: (727) 821-0726, ext. 366

is on-call and testers receive a stipend for their efforts.

£

StPetersburg, 1133713

|

• Fully Accredited curriculum
• Computer Classes

727 321 9336 0^.^866 763 8111

Condo Conversions» Jumbo Loans ♦ Adjustable & Fixed Rates mm & tsyrterms) • Pay Options Available*

ASSEMBLY TECHNICIAN

• Christian Environment
;

2935lstAven«eNorthSuife5

©

0
I

ASSEMBLING OF HELICOILS, KEENSERTS, SCREWS, GASKETS, RIVETS AND
OTHER HARDWARE. EXP AND KNOWLEDGE OF PRINT READING IS A PLUS.

• Math, Reading & Writing Lab

Stylist

IMMED OPEN FOR 1ST SHIFT. PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON:

• P.E., Music, & Art Classes
• Vegetarian Meals

H&S SWANSONS TOOL COMPANY

• Before and After School Program

9000 68TH STREET NORTH

i

I

1
I

Good Location - Recently Renovated

E.O.E.

• Small class size

Nail Technician Wanted

Low Introductory Booth Rate

PINELLAS PARK

• Caring Staff

I

115 49th Street South, St. Petersburg

WE ARE A DRUG & SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE

a
I

1

“Educating The Head, The Heart, & The Hand”

Interested? Gall Arthurene Williams

821-6th Avenue South

PAINT DEPARTMENT

727-867-1789 or 727-460-9016

St. Petersburg, FI 33701
+

.i
IBlBJBIBIBlBBBlBIBlBIBlBlBIBlBlBIBlBlQlBlBlBIBlBIBlBIBIBlBiBElBlBJPliaiBBlBlBIBEIBlBlBlBiEiEI 0

PAINT MASKER - FOR PRECISION MACHINING CO. -1ST SHIFT, MUST HAVE
MASKING EXP. ABILITY TO READ A BASIC BLUEPRINT. STENCIL OR PAD
PRINTING EXP IS A PLUS, BUT NOT NECESSARY. PLEASE APPLY TO:

For Registration Packet, Call 727-823-1619

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.

H&S SWANSONS TOOL COMPANY
9000 68TH STREET NORTH

3651 42nd Ave. South, Suite C-104

PINELLAS PARK

St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

E.O.E.
WE ARE A DRUG & SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER BY

Join The Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast as we continue to grow!
We're adding to our caring team of
dedicated professionals in fhe
following area:

SUPPORTING OUR ARVERTISERS

CNAs/HHAs

Three "Roses" at Every Closing

SELLER

BROKER

TRIPLE

Apply online today at

HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY

You may also email your
resume to:

REALTY

Complete Real Estate Services or Referrals

Mordeeai Walker, Broker
Phone 727-398-6543

Fax

E-Mail 3roserealty@7erfeon.net

I

231 Drtflwood Road S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

careers@thehospice.org
Of fax to (727) 523-4110

Your Ad Here!

Cell 727-439-6567

727-5500815

M ,

Ms. Patricia WHtiams,L.M.T.

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE

www.ttiehospice.org

BUYER

ROSE

Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jr.

Must be licensed as a CNA and
have HHA certification. Valid
driver's tense required.

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY
ACCEPTING AETNA & UNITED HEALTH CARE AND MOST
INSURANCE PLANS

EOBOTW

ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CALL (727) 864-1882
ChARtuS®

Jy

1

■11 I14>

Your 1tfe. Our lifes work,’

Eh l< in ii Miurt

///■»* 9V-X)

Kabcy S.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

cHarIes^

727 328 8037
Monsieur Post
Productions LLc

Cdl
lohNSON ■

.net

BARbARA HAMRich

pilTENbERq^

RcaItok ®

L!i, ' L,,durJE^JIe.,ce ' .
(727) 867-7946
Cell: (727) 515-6101
Fax: (727) 867-7949

Direct Line:

1 545 S. Belches Rd.
CIearwater, FL 5 5764

Video

EmaiL

blhamrich®aol.com

BOOKKEEPER NEEDED
PART-TIME
MONDAY - THURSDAY
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL:
727-896-2922 OR SEND RESUME TO:
WCADS@TAMPABAY.RR.COM

SSH

EMPlOYtR MRINC

Look

IMMEOUmiY!
j

O 624 -1st; A venue South, St. Fete FL, 337.pl
to 3;00pm, Monday j uly 3rd

,

WorkNet FinelUs Career Center

Documentation

apply in fjf.rs.qn
mUNC RBSUM.B & ORBSS TO IMPRRSSj
Call /«««&} tie Dorcy

fox .fofo at:

PICK OF THE WEEK!

KT

(727J :329-1490 ext. 123

Special Effects

F LORI P.A
um

id

19-27-32
35-39-48

DOG DAYS

Call Center Sales Associate
FL 2810201

.

No experience necessary! Company provides paid training.
Great opportunity tn earn up tn $12 an hour nr potentially more!
Must be responsible, dedicated and professional.
Must be able tn work tpro-Spro nr evening hours.
Duties are tn answer inbound calls only, answer questions over the
. phone and potentially close the sale.
Criminal background and credit check required.
Starting pay rate is $8.50 per hr w/benefits after 30 days.

ggfi

Orojecfsi

HhH

CA$H 3
1-5

2-1

2-4

nationthrough Creation •

Pre-production Planning,Post Production cdfting,Digjtal Effects

1

008 124 197

3-7 5-6

266 692 721

6-3
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HEALTH & SAFETY

I

AIDS Finds its New Prey in the South Where Rate of Disease Rises
By BRETT BUCKNER

and her boyfriend were on the

believe HIV or AIDS could be in

The Anniston Star

“outs,’’.Morris met up with an old

the South./ in Alabama. “But it is

friend. That night she had unpro

here. AIDS is everywhere.”

cases are continuing to increase.

Simply put, HIV (Human Immun

Hanna, medical director for the

“Want to know what HIV looks

odeficiency virus) is the virus that

Hobson City HIV-AIDS clinic,

like?” says Tom Robertson, HIV

causes AIDS (Acquired Immunode

many of whose 500-plus clients live

ANNISTON, Ala. (AP) - In

tected sex with someone she trust

The South is no more immune

coordinator for the Calhoun County

ficiency Syndrome). AIDS is a syn

on the fringe of poverty. “We are

1997, Karen Morris thpught she had

ed, a man who looked healthy, a

to the crisis of HIV-AIDS than any

Health Department. “If you’ve ever

drome defined by a series of oppor

the underbelly of society and this is

cancer. Having lost close to 60

man she thought was safe.

other part of the country or the

had unprotected sex... then just look

tunistic infections, like skin cancers

where the disenfranchised live.”

world.

in the mirror. It might look just like

and rare forms of pneumonia. Due

One reason for the increase of

you.”

to advances in medical treatments,

AIDS in the South is based on a

someone can be HIV positive with

positive - there are now drugs that

out ever contracting AIDS.

allow the disease to be more man

pounds in a matter of months, she

The stigma of HIV had begun to

knew something was wrong. Living

lift, due to a decade of education,

In recent years, the disease has

in Wilmington, Del., at the time,

prevention

awareness pro

Changed course, attacking the rural

According to the Centers for

she visited her gynecologist, who

grams. By the time of her diagnosis

poor and heterosexual, and it’s

Disease Control, more than 1 mil

found a fibroid tumor on her uterus.

in 1997, it seemed everyone under

slowly decimating the black popu

lion people in the United States live

Calhoun County ranks right up

The doctor took a biopsy of the

stood they couldn’t catch AIDS

lation -both male and female.

with HIV/AIDS, with approximate

there with 265 total cases of HIV

longer a death sentence, although

ly 40,000 new cases diagnosed each

and AIDS. These statistics reflect

there is no cure.

year.

the epidemic’s growing strength

in time, HIV is a manageable dis

growth

and,

almost

as

an

and

from water fountains, toilet seats or

afterthought, asked Morris if she

by holding hands.

Although blacks represent only
12 percent of the U.S. population,

ageable. Contracting HIV is no
If

caught

wanted an HIV test. “Sure,” she

That was until she came down

they account for 50 percent of

Despite representing little more

throughout the South. The numbers

ease where patients, assuming they

answered with little concern. ‘Since

south in 2001, specifically to Cal

newly reported AIDS cases. In

than one-third of the U.S. popula

have been steadily increasing, up

respond to the medications, can live

1991,” she says today, “I’d had one

houn County, to take care of her ail

Alabama, blacks represent 26 per

tion, the South (designated by 17

from 84 reported AIDS cases in

15 to 20 "years.

steady boyfriend, so HIV and AIDS

ing parents. Suddenly people were

cent of the population but account

states from Texas to Delaware)

Calhoun County in 1996, to 149 in

were riot something I’d ever wor

afraid to touch, hug or even sit near

for 70 percent of new infections,

accounts for 46 percent of all new

2002, to 180 in 2006.

ried about.”

someone who was HIV positive. “It

according to AIDS in Alabama, a

AIDS cases diagnosed each year,

At first glance, these numbers

visit area schools to educate stu

Two weeks after her doc

was like stepping back in time...

Birmingham-based

tor’s appointment, the results came

like being in the 1800s” she says,

group.

back. The biopsy was negative. The

sitting in the hard plastic chairs of

Twenty-five years into this epi

HIV test was positive. Two weeks

an exam room at the Health Ser

later, Morris began a regimen of

advocacy

Part of Robertson’s job as Cal
houn County HIV coordinator is to

according to the CDC. While the

don’t appear frightening in a county

dents about the disease. He often

number of new AIDS cases in the

with a population of a little more

leaves those classrooms and audito

United States remained relatively

than 120,000. But AIDS is as much

riums feeling both amazed and

demic, scientists and researchers

stable

a disease about potential as reality.

ashamed.

vices Center, an HIV/AIDS clinic

have made tremendous strides in

increasing less than 1 percent - new

The CDC estimates that for every

spread by mosquitoes,” Robertson

medications she takes to this day. At

in Hobson City. “They didn’t want

unlocking the mystery ofAIDS on a

cases in the South increased by 9

55, she is happy and as healthy as a

to say the word, let alone be around

molecular level, but the reason it

percent. “The South is the new

one “known” HIV positive person,
there are five who are unaware they

we’re still answering the same

between

2000-2004

“Some still think it is

says, “In 25 years of this epidemic,

person living with HIV for nearly a

someone with the disease. “It was

continues to fester within the rural

Ground Zero for the AIDS epidem

are infected. All told, the CDC esti-

questions. And it’s not the igno

decade can hope to be. With self-

like how people used to treat lep

-landscape of the South are no less

ic,” says Kathy Hiers, chief execu

rtiates there are 252,000 to 312,000

rance of the South. It’s the lack of

deprecating humor and an honest,

ers.”

information.”

complex. And yet the root causes

tive officer for AIDS Alabama.

people in the United States who do

upfront attitude, she makes even the

Today, Morris’ virus is under

can be reduced to the lowest com

“And yet most people have no idea

not know they are HIV positive.

Students are taught math - all

most awkward conversations seem

control. Since moving to Anniston,

mon denominators _ poverty, drugs,

just how bad it is or how much

With that in mind, Calhoun County

day, every day, and they still don’t

casual.

she has become an advocate for the

hopelessness and a lack of access to

worse it could get.”

To meet Morris, it is impossible

clinic, visiting area schools, church

basic sex education.

to know she is HIV positive. That,

es and jails in the 14 counties it

in essence, is her message. Don’t

serves.

>

According

to

the

Alabama

The virus once known as “gay-

Department of Health, currently

related immunodeficiency disease”

there are 14,415 reported cases of

could easily have nearly 1,000 peo

understand math, he says. They are

ple infected with HIV - a “signifi

taught English - all day, every , day,

cant number,” Robertson says.

and they still don't understand

In the South, where accepted

English.

assume your partner is safe because

“The South is frighteningly unedu

has steadily become both color and

HIV-AIDS in Alabama. The most

social stigmas and prejudices can

“We teach HIV education one

she appears healthy. Looks cannot

cated, and people are dying because

gender blind. The so-called “face”

combined cases are in Jefferson

pollute both hearts and minds,

time in the ninth grade for 55 min

only be deceiving. They can be

of it,” Morris says as multiple red

of AIDS has taken on a new, horri

County, with 4,189.

AIDS has found its new prey.

utes in a health class and are

deadly.

AIDS bracelets slide up and down

ble identity, especially in the South

It is important to understand the

“This is becoming a disease of

her

where the numbers of HIV/AIDS

distinction between HIV and AIDS.

the disenfranchised,” says Barbara

Sometime in 1996, while she

wrists.

“Nobody

wants

to

appalled by what they don’t know,"
Robertson says.

Skin Cancer More Deadly in
Hispanics and Blacks, Study Suggests
MIAMI (AP) - Melanoma may

The study, published in the

be more common in whites but the

journal Archives of Dermatology,

epidemiologist Myles Cockburn

most serious form of skin cancer is

analyzed 1,690 melanoma cases in

of the University of Southern

deadlier in blacks and Hispanics

Miami-Dade County from 1997

California.

because it is more likely to go

through 2002.

times as likely as whites to be diag

While

distinct

types

of

One author of the study, Dr.

melanoma may afflict different eth

Robert Kirsner, a University of

nicities, the main problem is the

Miami

failure to spot signs of melanoma-

undetected, researchers report.
Blacks are more than three

said an outside observer, cancer

dermatologist,

said

nosed with melanoma after it has

researchers did not focus on possi

reached a late stage, and Hispanics

ble causes for the disparity, but he

“It’s a very frustrating disease

are nearly twice as likely, according

noted that blacks and Hispanics

because it's one of those diseases

to a University of Miami study

tend to have less access to medical

that nobody should ever die from,”

released Monday.

care.

he said.

early, Cockburn said.

Late diagnosis of melanoma

Also, because the disease is

generally significantly reduces the

more likely to occur in light

involved white non-Hispanics, 29

chances for survival. The survival

percent were Hispanics and 2 per

rate for those with early detection is

skinned people, many prevention
and detection efforts are aimed at

about 99 percent, according to the

them, he said.

U.S. Census figures for Miami-

Of the cases studied, 70 percent

“Patients may be coming to

Dade show 19 percent of residents

later detection, the survival rate

(doctors) with some concerns, but

are white non-Hispanic, 60 percent

falls to between 15 and .65 percent,

because of the patient's ethnic or

are Hispanic and 20 percent are

depending on how far the disease

racial makeup, the doctor may put

black non-Hispanic.

has spread.
The American Cancer Society

melanoma lower on the list of

Skin cancer is the most com

potential diagnoses and not evalu

mon of all cancers, amounting to

estimates that more than 10,000

ate it in the same way,” Kirsner

about half of all cases. It is about

people will die from skin cancer

said.

twice as common in men as in

The report reinforces the results

from melanoma.

of other nationwide cancer studies,

Have you retired and would Ilka to help others In your spare time?

THB SENIOR MEDICARE AN D MEDICAID
PATROL WANTS YOU TO VOLUNTEER!

cent were black non-Hispanics.

National Cancer Institute. With

this year, nearly 80 percent of them,

OR A PUBLIC SPEAKER?

women and is becoming more com
mon in children and young adults.

What to take to an evacuation shelter:
• Medications

DO NOT BRING

• Pillow, blanket, air mattress, cot

• Pets

• Special dietary needs

• Firearms

• Important papers (insurance, etc.)

•Alcohol

• Cash
• Identification & Clothing

• Tobacco

• Personal hygiene items
• Snacks
• Quiet games, reading material

Healthcare fraud is at an ail time high, but you can help make a
difference by showing seniors how to identify fraud and report
their concerns.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
1*866*357-6677

• Lightweight folding chairs
This Project, Grant Number 90AM2939, was supported, in part, by a grant from the Administration on Aging, Department of

• Bottled water

Health and Human Services. Grantees undertaking projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely
their findings and conclusions. Points of view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official Administration on
Aging policy.

,
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nnouncingour

<Due to upcoming renovations an immediate reduction in inventory
is a must. Come in and take advantage of these special deaks.

‘June 8 through fluty 8, 2006
(amps, pCants, pictures
& decorative pieces

fblR
Ull

a£[appdances &
electronics

25% Off

accen
BSYkBUSWEO

■ ■■UjL
111 ZO

a(( other merchandise
in the store

1904

NO INTEREST

til DECEMBER

HOME FURNISHING CENTERS

20

2200 Martin Luther King Street S.
St. Petersburg, Florida

07

* Subject to credit approval. This is a same as cash offer. If balance on these purchases is paid in full before the expiration of fhe 18 months promotional
period and your Account is kept current, accrued Finance Charges will not be imposed on these purchases. If balance on these purchases is not paid in full,
Finance.Charges will be assessed from the purchase date at the Standard Rate of 23.9% APR. For Accounts not kept current the Default Rate of 27.9% APR
will be applied to all balances on your Account. Minimum Finance Charge $2.00. Certain rules appiy to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges
on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Badcock & more creait card. For limited time only. Call 1 -888«367-4310 or
review your cardholder agreement for information.

Phone:727 822-3741

Happy 4th of July
For your convenience, Publix stores will be open during regular store hours on Tuesday, July 4, 2006.

Ground Chuck
Publix Beef, USDA-Inspected,
Ground Fresh Several Times Daily,
Any Size Package

Super Sweet
Corn.............

(Ground Chuck Patties ... lb 2.29)

SAVE UF TO <90 LS

1011.99

Choose Your Favorite Variety, White, Yellow or Bi-Color,
Georgia Grown, each

SAVE UP TO 3.01 ON 10
■MMM

Apple

Si................ 2I6.50
All American Pie, Choice of Flaky Double Crust or

Dutch Apple With Streusel Topping, Baked to Perfection,
From the Publix Bakery, 28-oz size

SAVE UP TO 1.48 ON 2
PUBLIX COUPON

LU# 8829

BUY FOUR GET ONE
MMHH
W
I
I3c c
ri\Kzc
12-Pack Selected

Publix
Turkey Meal Wheel........... 9.99

Salmon
Fillet................ ............

Or Ham or Chicken, Serves 4 to 6,

Fresh, Farm-Raised (Salmon Pinwheels,

Assorted Varieties, 11 or 11.5-oz bag

each (Publix Roast Beef, each ... 10.99)

Made Fresh in Our Stores With Pubiix's

(Excluding Baked, Light, Kettle and

(Boar's Head® Turkey Breast, Ham & Swiss or

Fresh Crabmeat Stuffing ... lb 6.99)

Natural Chips.) (Limit two deals on

Chicken Breast, each ... 11.99) (Boar's Head®

SAVE UF TO 1.00 LB

selected advertised varieties.)

5.99,

Potato chips............ get oneFREE

Coca-Cola Products
|.*’*■ 12-oz can, limit one deal per
-J
coupon per customer Customer is .
responsible for all applicable taMP P**
Wis coppbn is non-transierab’e

suepmsiNotv i ow

SAVE UF TO 2,99

Roast Beef, each ... 12.99)

prick

Publix,

SAVE UF TO 1,00 ' \

Coupon effective June 29 - July 5,2006.

Publix
WHERE

SHOPPING

IS

A

PLEASURE."

Prices effective Thursday, June 29 through Wednesday, July 5,2006.
Only in the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Sumter,
Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity Rights Reserved.

www.publix.com/ads

