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‘Ebony,’ ‘Jet’ Publisher John H.
Johnson Dies

Looking Back: The Impact Of
The Voting Rights Act

Publisher John H. Johnson sits in his Chicago office
Monday, Dec. 10,2001. Johnson, the founder and pub
lisher of Ebony and Jet magazines, died Monday, Aug.
8. He was 87. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)

It is important to keep (the Voting Rights Act) on
politicians, agendas, said Maria Scruggs-Weston, a
democrat and candidate for the St. Petersburg City
Council Seat for District 6.

by Herbert G, McCann
Associated Press Writer
CHICAGO - Publisher
John H. Johnson, whose
Ebony and Jet magazines
countered stereotypical co
verage of blacks after

was ahead of his time. Eb
ony is part of Americana
now."
Born into an impover
ished family in Arkansas,
Johnson went into business
with a $500 loan secured

World War II and turned

The landmark 1965 Voting

by his mother's furniture

him into one of the most
influential black leaders in
America, died Monday, his
company said. He was 87.
Johnson died of heart fail
ure at Northwestern Me
morial Hospital after a lo
ng illness, said LaTrina Bl
air, promotions manager
with Chicago-based Jo
hnson Publishing Co.
Johnson broke new
ground by bringing posi
tive portrayals of blacks in
to a mass-market publica
tion and encouraging cor
porations to use black
models in advertising ai
med at black consumers.
"We have lost a legend, a
pioneer, a visionary," said
Earl G. Graves, publisher
of Black Enterprise maga
zine. "As an American, he

Rights Act is. up for renew-

and built a publishing and
cosmetics empire.

Johnson built Ebony
from a circulation of 25,000 on its first press run in
November 1945 to a mo
nthly circulation of 1.9
million in 1997. Jet maga
zine, a newsweekly, was
founded in 1951 and has a
circulation of more than
954,000. A third magazine,
Ebony Man, a monthly
men's magazine, was start
ed in 1985.
Johnson launched Eb
ony just after World War II,
as black soldiers were
returning home. At the
time there were no black
players in major league

by Linda Young
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG—

al again and set to expire in
2007 unless the U.S.
Congress votes to reautho
rize the bill again, as they
did in 1981.

continued on pg. 10

The Weekly Challenger
welcomes new advertisers:
Elite Travel Agency • Apex Lending,
Inc. • Savannas Nursery
Rep. Frank Peterman wants to aggressively address
issues such as black-on-black crime, proper training
for law enforcement regarding juveniles, and the sale
of drug paraphenilia.

section on the Classifieds! page 14.
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Before 1965, many black citizens faced obsta
cles to voting that white ci
tizens did not, and were
often required to do such
things as recite the pream
ble to the U.S. Constitution
or guess how many jelly
beans were in a jar before
they could cast their vote.
The duty to protect the
right to vote one’s con
science cuts across party
lines within the African
American community al
though voting rights are of
ten something that people
tend to take for granted.
Thus, many people assume
the Voting Rights Act is permanfent and are unaware
that the act expires unless
Congress periodically reau
thorizes the act.
"Why would that even
be an issue?" asked Maria
Scruggs-Weston, a democ
rat and candidate for the St.
Petersburg City Council
Seat for District 6. Sc

1965 Voting Rights Act
was permanent.
"I think it’s a wake-up
call for those of us who
were not aware that this is
an act that has to be reau
thorized and that means it
can be not reauthorized. We
could wake up one day and
see we don’t have our
rights," Scruggs-Weston
said. "It is important to ke
ep it on politicians’ agen
das."
She was not alone in
wondering why voting
rights were even an issue
now.
"It surprises me that in
the year 2005 that we even
have to waste energy reau
thorizing something that is
an inalienable right," re
tired educator Sam Wil
liams said. "It is an insult to
those who follow the grow
ing pains of America’s
attempt to live by an exam
ple that gives credit to the
(U.S.) Constitution."

ruggs-Weston was among
those who assumed that the

Many people who lived

Rep. Peterman Hosts Black-On-Black Crime Forum As Community
Seeks Solutions

Ebony

See our new Real Estate Listings

25^

ST. PETERSBURG—
It seems like an epidemic,
one that cannot be ignored.
Approximately 75% of all
homicides, within the city
of St. Petersburg, were
black-on-black
crimes.
This statistic has been stat
ed to be an alarming num
ber by experts dealing with
these types of criminal
issues.
With plans to run for
Florida. State Senate for

2006, Rep. Frank Peterman
continues to make an im
pact in the community.
Peterman (District 55) is
currently spearheading a
local effort to confront the
heated issue of black-onblack crime in our commu
nity; he hosted the latest
meeting on this troubling
assault on Wednesday,
Aug. 3. Local elected offi
cials, such as County
Commissioners Ken Welch

ns
and Calvin Harris, Chimurenga Waller, District 6
City Council candidates
Dwight “Chimurenga” Wa
ller, Maria Scruggs-We
ston, and others throughout
the county have joined
forces to address the
extremely high number of
violent crimes being com
mitted.
"We expect so much of
our youth, and we should.
However, they cannot be “Our goal is to create
kids and enjoy their youth safe streets and commu
nities for our kids so that
if they don't feel safe. Our they can reach their full
goal is to create safe streets potential,” said Com
and communities for our missioner Calvin Harris,
kids so that they can reach legislation and policies at
their full potential. We have the local and state level."
Pushing Forward
the wherewithal to accom
Peterman has two bills
plish this and as elected
officials, we will continue filed already and another
to make the safety of our currently being drafted for
children our highest priori the 2006 legislative ses
ty,"
remarked
Co sion. The first bill filed,
House Bill (HB) 21 Social
mmissioner Harris.
"The upcoming talk- Status of Black Men and
back session (town hall) Boys, addresses the issue
and listening tour are op of Black on Black crime.
portunities for us to listen The bill requires a §tudy to
to our young people," said be done on the psychologi
Commissioner Welch. "We cal aspect of African
want to hear about their Americans committing vio
everyday challenges - be it lent crimes on one another.
crime, school, economics, Another hot issue dis
or any other issue that they cussed during the Aug. 3
are faced with. The ulti meeting dealt with the
mate goal is to get input handcuffing of five year old
from young people whom Jaeisha Scott earlier this
we normally don't hear
from, and use that informa Peterman
tion to shape our respective continued on pg. 6

How much of a treasure this right to vote is, it must
be protected, said Trenia Cox, who is now serving as
the interim NAACP-St. Petersburg president.

through the era when they or

should be automatic. Among

others marched in the streets

them are retired social worker

and risked being beaten or

Clifton Burney, retired Ge-

killed to secure the right to vote
are still living and believe that

Voting Rights

reauthorizing the 1965 Act

continued on pg. 7

22nd Street Redevelopment
Corp. Celebrates 11th
Anniversary Of Community Service
by Rosalie Peck
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURGTwenty Second Street
South was once the Af
rican-American historic
cultural and commercial
hub of St. Petersburg. To
day's vision of 22nd Street
embraces the concept of an
African-American com
mercial district that reflects
the history and culture of
the past, while embracing
the potential of the present
and future. Twenty Second
Street South has always
been a district where food,
health,
entertainment,
shopping, working and liv
ing were a way of life.
The 22nd Street Co
rporation was organized in
August 1994 by a group of
concerned citizens whose

Mr.

Ernest

Fillyau,

several other commu

nity

activists,

Entertainment................................................... 15

helped

la

unch the organization.

primary goal was to save,
preserve and restore the hi
storic corridor known as
22nd Street. The signifi
cance of this street is that it
was the only full-service
corridor in the city for Af-

Redevlopment
continued on pg. 4

New Family Dollar Store opens in
Midtown...see pg. 3
Free Speech a Struggle for Bay Walk
marchers...see pg. 6

FAMU administration continues to
shake things up...see pg. 8
Earn $10,000 towards first home with
'Black Enterprise'...see pg. 9

Comic Eddie Murphy and wife
split...see pg. 15

K

Religion............................................................ 11-13
Classifieds..............................................................14

along

with

Scenes of a Champ...Congrats leff lacyL.see ng. 16
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bv Angela Lindsay
Despite what the title
may imply, the remix to
rapper Kanye West’s latest
song, entitled "Diamonds,"
is not an ode to the
sparkling stones.. Instead,
West devotes his bars to
addressing the illegal dia
mond trade in Sierra Leone
in West Africa.
A brutal civil war has
been raging in Sierra Leone
since about 19,91, funded
by the diamonds mined
there and sold in the United
States and other places.
Though most of its resir
dents suffer from wide
spread poverty, the region
boasts diamond rich fields
and vast diamond deposits.
Rival .militias battling over

blood-diamonds
have
killed and mutilated thou
sands of civilians. Children
as young as 7-years-old
work in the mines for hours
a day. Rebels sell some of
the gems for cash and
exchange
others
for
weapons that have kept the
war going. While the situa
tion in Sierra Leone is
nothing new, it can become

a deeper quandary consid know what a blood dia
ering the current state, of mond is? I Though it’s
America’s ‘bling, bling’ - thousands of miles away,
hip hop culture.
Sierra Leone connect to
Diamonds are a main what we go through today I
stay in the lyrics arid videos Over here it's the drug
and on the bodies of most trade, we die from drugs.
of today’s hip hop artists. Over there, they die from
On a regular basis, rap stars What we buy from drugs I
seem to be sporting the The diamonds, the chains,
biggest and brightest dia the bracelets, the charms is
monds of all celebrities. 11 thought my Jesus piece
(Every other rap song seems was so harmless/ ‘til I saw
to glorify being "iced out" a picture of a shorty arm
and literally out-shining the less/ And here's the Con
next person. I am not at all flict."
opposed to people lavish
A conflict indeed. The
ing themselves with finer ‘Jacob’ West mentions in
things as a result of their the verse above is Jacob the
financial success: But with Jeweler, diamond jewelry
some of the world’s most designer . to the stars.
popular arid wealthiest rap Expressing apparent inter
stars
being
African nal conflict, West pleads
American, it. is impossible with Jacob in the song to
to . ignore the dynamic tell him that his diamonds
between the image of suc are not the product of the
cess that diamonds repre external conflict in Sierra
sent here and the reality of Leone. But it is possible
oppression they represent they are.
thousands of miles away
Reports say that the
In his- song, Kanye diamond industry has
West recites: "Good morn helped the government
ing, this ain't Vietnam/ there put certificates on
.Still, people lose hands, packages of diamonds that
legs, arms for real/It was are mined legally and mar
known, in Sierra Leone/ keted through official chan
When I speak about dia nels. But that accounts for
monds in this song/I ain't only 10 to 20 percent of the
talking about the ones that diamonds that are dug up
be glowing/ I'm talking every year, and diamond
about Roc-A-Fella, my experts still have a difficult
home/ These ain't conflict time telling the difference.
diamonds, is they Jacob?/ It has been' predicted that
Don't lie to me, man/ See, a rebels account for 85 to 90
part Of me saying, 'Keep percent of total production
shining’/ How,
I in Sierra Leone. According

when

While West raps about the illegal trade of diamonds in
Africa that involves child labor, he knowingly contra
dicts himself with his love of Jakob the Jeweler, dia
mond jewelry designer to the stars.
to research, experts esti
mate that between, 10 and
15 percent of diamonds
produced around the world
are conflict diamonds, but.
they represent a higher
share
of gem-quality
stones. Gem quality stones
are clean'pieces of stones
extracted from mining,
which can be used in jewel
ry by way of cutting, carv
ing and polishing. In other
words, they are the ones
that can end up as human
ornaments.
It is riot uncommon to
see some rappers with dia
monds decorating their
teeth, diamond necklace
pendants as big as saucers,,
and I even saw a rapper use
diamonds as ice cubes once
to cool his drink. At a

Bobcats game, one famous
rapper’s diamond earrings
were so big, I could see
them sparkling from his
courtside seat. And I was in
the nosebleed section.
I do not mean to blame
rappers as the only or the
most willing contributors
to the destruction in Sierra
Leone. The diamonds are
hard to trace, and many
people arid industries enjoy

them. But given the prolific

endorsement of diamonds
by some hip hop stars, cou
pled with the power of their
immense celebrity status,
they may have the unique
ability to influence this
cause.
Recently, an event titled
Live 8 was held in various
cities worldwide to high-

light the problem of global
poverty. The series of con
certs and events was
designed to influence lead
ers of eight of the world’s
richest countries who will
meet at the G8 Summit on
July 6th and be presented
with a workable plan to
double aid, drop the debt
and make trade laws fair.
Some of today’s hottest
artists, including Kanye
West, Destiny’s Child, U2
and Mariah Cary per
formed. It was simulcast
around the world and was
the biggest on-line event in
history,
With hip hop music
being the global phenome
non it is today, the Sierra
Leone conflict could be a
perfect opportunity for
artists to joint their rap col
league, West, in the quest
he has begun. I can not help
but think about that impact
if hip hop stars, as famous
for their ‘bling’ as they are
for their beats, were to
organize an event similar to
Live 8 to speak out against
Sierra

Leone’s

rampant

violence and its ill-gotten
gains.
It may not provide a
final resolution as the issue
is much more complicated
than that. But it could be a
productive start—especial
ly if diamonds, are sup
posed to be forever.
Angela Lindsay is an
attorney and freelance writer.
Contact her at lindsaylawOO @yahoo, com.

Empowering People To Act For Themselves Is
The Best Solution For Africa's Dilemma
bv Franklin Cudioe
A New Visions Commentary
The leaders who gath
ered at the G-8 Summit to
seek solutions for Africa's
myriad problems, unfortu
nately overlooked the most
obvious: What matters
most to poor countries - not
just in Africa, but every
where - is learning what
they can do and what they
cannot do for themselves.
In this regard, the les
sons of six decades of post
colonialism provide power
ful examples of policies
that don't work:
Throughout the 1950s
and 1960s, for example, the
governments of many
countries in Africa and
Latin America erected
walls of protectionism by
stacking one trade barrier
on top of another.
The plan was to give
industries of these coun
tries the protection to grow
without facing outside
competition. What actually
happened was that local
industries floundered growing for a brief period,
but then, without competi
tion, becoming lazy and
lagging behind the rest of

’J

the world in -both techno-,
logical improvement arid
economic growth
''Soon these protected in
dustries were producing
goods that few; people
wanted; exports fell dra
matically and, ini many
cases, the industries - usu
ally run by the cronies of
corrupt leaders - had to be
subsidized by the state in
Order to stay afloat.
"'Governments paid for
these subsidies by taxing
fanners Of forcing them to
sell to marketing boards at
fixed prices. In many cases,
they were left with no
resort except to borrow
money abroad, which is
one of the reasons, why so
many African and Latin
American countries, have
such large debts,
"Brazil is an especially
interesting case. After eco
nomic reforms in the 1990s
spurred economic growth,
the left-leaning govern
ment of President Lulu da
Silva recently came very
close to reverting to the old
ways,
The Brazilian govern
ment threatened to break
patents on HIV/AIDS

drugs
imported
from
American and European
manufacturers. Its claim
that it merely wanted to
reduce the cost of provid
ing drugs to 180,000 poor
people with HIV rang hol
low since it was able to
accomplish this simply by
negotiating a cost differen
tiation scheme with the
manufacturers rather than
producirig copycat drugs
locally.
Though Brazil eventu
ally backed off their threat,
there remains an even more
disturbing, aspect to Bra
zil's threat to break phar
maceutical patents. The
nation of 186 million peo
ple currently benefits from
billions of dollars pumped
into the development of
AIDS medicines by the
research-based pharmaceu
tical industry in the U.S.
and Europe.
As the incidence of
HIV/AIDS in wealthy
countries gradually de
clines, the demand for
newer, better HIV/AIDS
drugs will also wane. But
AIDS is projected to re
main a very serious prob
lem in many emerging

countries, including Brazil,
for generations to come.
If Brazil arid other
poorer countries.break the
patents on AIDS medicines
now, they are likely to find
that fewer, if any, new and
improved AIDS drugs will
be available for their .suf
fering populations in the
future.
Research-based drug
firms are already reacting
to the unfavorable market
conditions for AIDS medi
cines in poorer countries.
Over the past six years, the
number of HIV/AIDS med
icines and vaccines in the
pipeline has decreased by
over 30 percent. In 1999,
there were 125 drugs and
vaccines in the R&D pipe
line; today there are fewer
than 85. This is a cause for
concern because resistance
to existing AIDS medicines
is continuously rising and
more effective new medi
cines will be needed in the
future.
The people of Africa
are particularly concerned
because they comprise
more than half of the
world's HIV/AIDS popula
tion -most without access

to drugs.
encourages and enhances
For us here in Africa, respect for private property
the real nuts to crack, are and the rule of law.
corruption, excessive gov
In totality, these re
ernment regulations, poor forms can increase entre
education, punitive local preneurship and innova
taxes on drugs and rampant tion, empowering people 1
shortages of healthcare with information to make
professionals and material. life-saving choices and
Problems abound. HIV/ enabling them to purchase
AIDS victims in Africa insurance against deadly
simply cannot afford de diseases such as’ HIV/
cent meals not to mention AIDS.
clean water to help gulp
Africans are unsure,
down anti-retroviral med based on past experience,
ications.
whether or not the. G-8
In the long term; gov nations' agreement to dou
ernments of African coun ble their annual aid to
tries - including my own Africa to $50 billion will
Ghana - should broaden ever solve the problems
access to economic oppor facing the African conti-.
tunities through institution nent. But they also are
al reforms. Giving people a increasingly aware that
stake in society by improv their ultimate fate depends
ing their economic well on developing their own
being has proven to be one self-reliance.
of the most, effective bul
Franklin Cudjoe is the
warks against the spread of director of Imani, the
HIV/AIDS.
Centre for Humane Ed
An important first step ucation. Readers may con
would be to decentralize tact him at Imani/CHE,
ownership and manage 231 Bari House, Flat Top
ment of resources and other Junction, Achimota-Accra,
assets. Another would be Ghana or online at http://
an effective, transparent www. imanighana. org
and accountable legal
framework that combines,
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Mental Health Forum
Fights The Cycle Of
Addiction
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Free your mind.
That is what organiz
ers of an upcoming mental
health forum hope to teach
those battling personal de
mons - or the people who
love them - to do.
Dubbed "Breaking the
Chains of Addiction in the
African American Com
munity,” the two-day for
um targets both profes
sionals and everyday peo
ple.
Juliette
Bartley
Wamke, a certified addic
tion professional, is the
featured speaker at the
Aug. 19 training, spon
sored by the African Amer
ican Mental Health Initi
ative.
Beginning at 8 a.m.,
the training targets mental
health, substance abuse
and social service profes
sionals who will gather at
the St. Petersburg College
Allstate Center, 3200 34th
St. S., for the all day for
um.
The CEO of an agency
specializing in the treat
ment of alcohol, cocaine
and marijuana addictions,
Warnke will also conduct a
workshop titled, "Breaking
Through Denial." Other

nellas County in general
and in St. Petersburg in
particular.
The venue on the sec
ond day will change to the
James B. Sanderlin Ele
mentary School, 2350
22nd Ave. S.
Carl Mobley is the
keynote speaker for the
Aug. 20th forum, which
begins at 10 a.m. Work
shop topics on that day in
clude:
Co-dependency;
Community Issues-Lifestyle Choices; and Youth,
Young Adults and Juvenile
Diversion: Legal Implica
tions of Substance Abuse.
Although Saturday’s
event
free and open to
the public, there is a $30
fee to attend the Aug. 19
training for professionals.
Those participants must
bring a copy of their li
cense in order to receive
5.5 CEU’s for Clinical So
cial Work, Marriage and
Family Therapy and Men
tal Health and Substance
Abuse Counseling.
The dateline to register
for the training is Friday,
Aug. 12. For more infor
mation about the event,
please^ call Janis Ford at
(727) 892-5087.
"The primary objec
tives of the mental health
forum are to better connect

workshop topics .include:
• Addiction and Afri-:
can Americans

Black families to mental
health services and to pro
vide training to our local

• Ethics and Appro
priate Boundaries
• Effectiye . treatment
methods for African Amer
icans and Young Adults
On Aug. 20, residents
can learn about mental
health and substance abuse
services available in Pi

health providers on cultur
al issues that hinder the
effective delivery of com
petent mental health serv
ices to African Americans
in our community,” organ
izers said in a prepared
statement.

is
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Family Dollar Store To Hold
Grand Opening In Midtown
ST. PETERSBURGFamily Dollar will cele
brate the Grand Opening
of its new store at 1041
M.L. King Jr. St. S. on
Thursday, Aug. 11, at 9
a.m. Mayor Rick Baker
and members of City
Council will join city offi
cials and Family Dollar
Store Manager Tim Jones
at a ribbon cutting ceremo
ny immediately before the
opening.
The city of St. Peters
burg and the Ingleside at
Bayboro Group of Historic
Roser Park were an inte
gral part of the develop
ment of the new Family
Dollar store concept.

Headed by Deputy Mayor
Goliath J. Davis, III, the
committee was instrumen
tal in creating a new look
and site design for the store
in keeping with the Roser
Park Historic District. By
locating the store closer to
M.L. King Jr. St. S., the
site features parking on the
side and rear of the build
ing.
In the recent past we
have seen a new grocery
store, a new post office, a
new library, a new bank
announcement, and new
shopping centers open in
Midtown. This is yet
another exciting announce
ment showing that the pri

vate sector has faith in the
future of Midtown, said
Baker.
The St. Petersburg
Business Assistance Cen
ter staff assisted with pro
moting the Family Dollar
hiring fairs. Of the many
applications received, 35
residents of South St.
Petersburg were hired for
permanent and temporary
positions at this and other
Family Dollar store loca
tions.
The new store is
Family Dollar's 316th store
in Florida and the 5816th
store in the fast growing
discount store chain based
in North Carolina.

17.2005

ZZ

NAACP - St. Petersburg
Branch Seeks Attorneys
ST. PETERSBUR The local branch of the
NAACP, now under the
presidency of Trenia Byrd
Cox, is looking to expand
their legal redress commit
tee. The organization is
looking for attorneys to
handle job discrimination.

civil rights, housing and
former felon issues.
They;welcome all law
yers to join the NAACP as
interested citizens commit
ted to civil rights for all
people.
■ For more information,
please call the NAACP-St,

Petersburg Branch office at
(727)898-3310.

Gomez, Papa & Gipe, LLC
Firm'Handling All Accident, Injury & Death Claims,
Premises Liability, Slip & Falls & MediCal Malpractice

A

Speak to ah Attorney 24/7
For a Free Case Evaluation!

Ongoing Courses At The BAC
ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Busi
ness Assistance Center
(BAC) offers free business
training and counseling
sessions to assist emerging
and existing small busi
nesses with business de
velopment. They are locat
ed at 33 Sixth St. S, Suite
301. For further informa
tion, call (727) 893-7146,
or visit their Website at
http://www.stpete.org/bac.
Below is some general
information, as well as the

remaining

schedule for

August 2005:

• Monday through
Friday, "Business Re
source Center": The Busi
ness Resource Center is
located within the Busi
ness Assistance Center. It
has personal computers
equipped with business
software and Internet ac
cess, graphic workstations,
CD-ROM technology, in
teractive videos, and an ex
tensive business reference
library; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• "Business Assess
ments" by the Service
Corps of Retired Execu
tives (SCORE). SCORE'S
Business Assessment Pro
gram analyses how well a
business is planned, fi
nanced, structured, organ
ized, controlled, and man
aged. Following the asses
sment, the business will re
ceive a written report for
each °f the 16 areas exam
ined with recommenda
tions for improving the
problem areas identified in
the assessment. To sched
ule an assessment or for
more information, call
(727) 893-7146.
• "Business Mentor
ing" by (SCORE). Long
term, one-on-one assis
tance to business owners.
For more information, call
(727) 893-7146.

To Place An
Ad In The
Weekly
Cha&ser
NewflKer,
Cali Us At
(727| 896-

Aug. 11
• "Business Loan
Counseling and Assist
ance" sessions by Tampa
Bay Black Business In
vestment Corp. Discuss
your plans to finance your
business and receive help
to identify conventional
and non-conventional loan
sources; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
To schedule an appoint
ment or for more informa
tion, call (727) 826-5785.
(other scheduled courses:
Aug. 16,18, 23, 25, 30)
• "Business (Counsel
ing" sessions by (SCORE),
with one-on-one meeting
with a business counselor
to assess your steps and
plan for business startup or
expansion; 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. To schedule an ap
pointment or for more in
formation, call (727) 8937146. (other scheduled
courses: Aug. 12, 16, 1819,23,25-26,30)
• "How to Do Business
with Pinellas County"
workshop by Pinellas
County Purchasing De
partment. Learn about be
coming an approved ven
dor, locating bid opportu
nities and placement 'on
bid lists; 1 to 3 p.m. To reg
ister or for further informa
tion, call (727) 893-7146.
Aug. 15
• "Introduction to
Business Startup" work
shop by (SCORE).
Introductory session
that covers concept feasi
bility, marketing, business
planning, financing and
licensing issues; 6 to 8
p.m. To register or for fur
ther information, call (727)
893-7146.
Aug. 17 t
• "Business Counsel
ing" sessions by USF
Small Business Develop
ment Center, with a oneon-one meeting with a

1

business counselor to as
sess your steps and plan for
business startup or expan
sion; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. To
schedule an appointment
or for more information,
call
(727)
893-7146.
(other scheduled courses:
Aug. 24,31)
Aug. 18
• "Florida Sales Tax
Program" workshop by the
Florida Department of Re
venue. Learn about Flori
da's sales tax program and
other state tax require
ments; 6 to 8 p.m. To regis
ter or for further informa
tion, call (727) 893-7146.
Aug. 22
• "Business Planning"
workshop by (SCORE)
and Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Corp.
Gain knowledge that will
assist you in understanding
the purpose and content of
business planning; 6 to 8
p.m. To register or for fur
ther information, call (727)
893-7146.
Aug. 23
• "Financing Your
Business Lunch & Learn"
session by Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corp. Bring your lunch
and learn about small busi
ness financing during this
orientation meeting; 1 p.m.
to 2 p.m. To register or for
further information, call
(727) 893-7146.
Aug. 25
• "SBA Programs and
Services-Access to Capi
tal" workshop by the U.S.
Small Business Admini
stration. An overview of
the U.S. Small Business
Administration's loan pro
grams and resources; 6 to 8
p.m. To register or for fur
ther information, call (727)
893-7146.

**• Russell Lee Allen
REALTOR
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How would you like to "'shave'' away reasons
for you not getting hired?
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If so you need to be at the Pinellas County Urban
League on Aug. 16, starting at 9 a,m,
and running through noon.

They will have workshops on:
• How to build a resume
• What are the secrets of completing the job application
® How to dress for success
• How do you answer the question ifyou have a
criminal background
• What are the proven steps for keeping the job
once you have it

Mills First, Inc.
8601 4th Street North, Suite 100
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702
Direct (727) 577-5100
Fax (727) 577-3246
Toll Free 1-800-226-6064
email: RussellRLA43@aol.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
fii
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MAKE PLANS TODAY TO ATTEND BY RESERVING
YOUR SEAT, CALL BRENDA BAYLOR AT (727)
327-2081 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO
RESERVE YOUR SEAT.
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Redevelopment
from front page
rican-Americans. You co

uld go to 22nd Street and
get all of your needs met.
Early leaders included
Ernest Fillyau, Dr. David
Welch, Wesley Sheffield,
Annie Mims Dix, Paul
Barco, Johnnie Rose, and
Irving Sanchez. Today's
membership continues to
carry on the legacy that be
gan eleven years ago.
In 2001, the organiza
tion applied for and re
ceived its Main Street des-

ignation from the Florida
Department of State and
the Natural Trust for His
toric Preservation. The
Main Street designation
enables the organization to
achieve its revitalization
goals:
Some of the accom
plishments of the organiza
tion include*: the first fully
renovated
commercial
structure on the corridor
which is now home to the
22nd Street Redevel
opment Corporation; part
nership with St. Petersburg
College, which provided

Welfare Board. Books will
be provided to book club
members.
The next meetings are
scheduled for: Aug. 16, 23,
30, as well as Sept- 6 and
13th at the Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Center, located at 2335
22nd Ave. S.
Call Angeline at (727)
543-8517 to reserve you
sport and find out addition
al information^

City Receives Proposal For
Bank In Midtown

greatei?

22nd street

business district
the first on-site college
courses on 22nd Street. The
organization functions in
partnership with the. City of
St. Petersburg for the revi
talization of the historic
corridor. Town meetings

Book Club For
Parents Available At
The Sanderlin Center
ST. PETERSBURG "I Can Do It!" That is the
•message that a new book'
club is sending out for par
ents. This club is a chance
for parents to cope with the
challenges of daily life’s
ins and outs: budgeting,
laundry, children’s activi
ties and more. This effort
is being hosted by the Suncoast Center for Com
munity Mental Health, and
sponsored by the Juvenile

MIDTOWN NEWS continues

2005

are held quarterly to keep
the community informed of
progress, and are open to
the public.
If you are interested in
becoming part of the
progress of this dynamic

organization, call the Main
Street office at (727) 3228129.

Habitat For Humanity
Holds Groundbreaking
Ceremony For
Services Roundtable Sponsored House
ST. PETERSBURG Pinellas Habitat for Hu
manity and the local mem
ber companies of The Fi
nancial Services Round
table will hold a ground
breaking ceremony for the
Financial Services Round
table; House at 1508 Pres
ton St. S. in St. Petersburg
on Saturday, Aug. 13. This

is part of the national
Financial Services Com
munity Build Day, an
annual event, sponsored by
national organization the
Financial Services Round
table, which brings togeth
er volunteers from many
financial services compa
nies — normally competi
tors — to build homes

across the nation for
Habitat for Humanity.
"Financial institutions
are day-to-day competitors
in business and it is great
for them to put that aside
and band together with
both financial and volun
teer support to help our
mission to eliminate sub
standard housing in our
community," said Pinellas
Habitat for Humanity
executive director Barbara
Inman.

The local of ices of

Financial Services Roundtable member companies
AmSouth Bank, AEGON/
Western Reserve Life As

St. Petersburg Pediatries
SEVILLE

Regina Hardin, M.D.

surance, BB&T, Raymond

Yvonne Ma, M.D.

James- Financial,, State
Farm®, and Wachovia
have provided major fund
ing for the house and will
also supply many of the
volunteers to construct the
house. The land for the
house was donated by the
City of St. Petersburg and
is one of over sixty lots that
they have donated to
Pinellas Habitat for Hu
manity. Representatives
from Pinellas Habitat for
Humanity, the participat
ing companies and the City
of St. Petersburg will speak
at the ceremony.

2818 - 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
PH: 727.867.5788
FX: 727.867.3255
Mon.-Fri. 8-7
Sat. & Sun. 9-12
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

VVF ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE AND MEDICAID
SPANISH-SPEAKING DOCTORS AVAILABLE.
NORTHSIDE
2137 - 16th St. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
PH: 727.822.1896
FX: 727.821.Q932 .

DISSTON

SEMINOLE

SOUTHSIDE

3515 -49th St. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33710
PH: 727.628.6900
FX: 727.526.0753

10875 Park Blvd., Suite G.
Seminole, FL 33772
PH: 727.392.8033
FX: 727.392.9578

,1012 -4th St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
• PH: 727.894-2231
FX: 727.895-8602

PINELLAS PARK

LARGO

LARGO - II

6100 Park Blvd.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
PH: 727:544.5437
FX: 727.547.7961

3475 East Bay Dr.'
Largo, FL 33771
PH: 727.535.97Q0.
FX: 727:539.7301

12955 Seminole Blvd., Suite 3
Largo, FL 33778
PH: 727.586.5355
FX: '727.58.6.6997

ST. PETERSBURG One of the long, outstand
ing challenges of Mayor
Rick Bakers Midtown
Initiative has been to offer
residents in the area a full
service bank. In response
to a city-issued RFP, the
city received a proposal for
a SunTrust Bank to be built
in the Tangerine Avenue
Community Redevelop
ment Area, at the south
west comer of 22nd Street
S. and Tangerine (18th)
Ave. S.
The proposal calls for
a $1.64 million, 3500
square foot full service
retail bank with drive-thru
services. The bank will
provide seven jobs. In ad
dition, developers would
purchase the land from the
city for $500,000. On
Thursday, the mayor will
ask City Council for con
firmation of its support as
the city proceeds with ne
gotiations.
Today (Aug. 1), we
are announcing that a
national bank has come
forward to provide another
major asset for Midtown
within the past four years,
said Mayor Rick Baker.
When we approached the
community to ask what
residents highest priorities

For more information
about Pinellas Habitat for
Humanity, contact (727)
536-4755 or consult the
website, at www.phfh.org.
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area. This is a 'great oppor
tunity to show the city is
being aggressive in provid
ing services to the resi
dents of Midtown.
Roy Binger, city presi
dent of Suntrust Bank,
Inc., said we are thrilled to
be a part of Midtown.
Larry Newsome, presi
dent of UDS which is
building the new Sweetbay
grocery store located
across the street from the
new bank site, welcomed
the news. I am delighted
that one of the nation’s
major banks has stepped
forward to provide a
branch location in Midtown. It will be part of the
commercial hub we are
developing along Tan
gerine Ave., and will be of
great long-term benefit for
both the bank and for our
residents.

were for Midtown, we
heard
many requests
among them a major chain
grocery store, a free stand
ing library, a full service
post office and a bank.
Midtown currently enjoys
the new Johnson Branch
Library. A post office on
16th St. S. with services to
the public will open next
month. And, a Sweetbay
grocery store will open in
November.
We have now accom
plished the top four ameni
ties that Midtown residents
identified, said Goliath J.
Davis, III; deputy mayor
for Midtown Economic
Development. We are now
ready to proceed to accom
plish other goals identified
in the Midtown Strategic
initiative.
City Council Member
Rene Flowers, District 7,
where the new bank will be
located, said, Its fantastic
that SunTrust thought it
most appropriate and fis
cally responsible to put its
lending institution
the
heart of Midtown. I feel
this is a positive step for
ward, showing trust from
the banking community
and cooperation from the
residents who live in the
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
Strictly Business

by Sonya Young

Minority groups, women
increase business ownership
at a much higher rate than
the national average
Recently, I was re Owned Business Enter
searching national infor prises (SMOBE/SWOBE).
mation about minorityWhile the number of
owned and operated small U.S. businesses increased
businesses, and according by 10 percent between
to the new tabulations, 1997 and 2002 to 23 mil
African-Americans, lion, the rate of growth for
Hispanics, other minority minority- and womengroups and women are owned businesses was far
increasing their business higher, ranging from 67
ownership at a much high percent for native Hawai
er rate than the national ian- and other Pacific
average. This information islander-owned businesses
comes from the data "Pre to 20 percent for firms
liminary Estimates of owned by women.
Business Ownership by
The nation’s 23 mil
Gender, Hispanic or Latino lion businesses increased
Origin, and Race: 2002, their receipts by 22 percent
from the U.S. Census Bu between 1997 and 2002 to
reau’s 2002 Survey of reach $22.6 trillion. In
Business Owners (SBO),

creases in receipts ranged

released in July 2005.
The SBO provides sta
tistics that describe the
composition of U.S. busi
nesses by gender, race, and
ethnicity. Additional statis
tics include owner's age,
education level, veteran
status, and primary func
tion in the business; fami
ly- and home-based busi
nesses; types of customers
and workers; and sources
of financing for expansion,
capital improvements, or
start-up. Economic policy
makers in federal, state and
local governments use the
SBO data to understand
conditions of business suc
cess and failure by com
paring census-to-census
changes in business per
formances and by compar
ing minority/non minorityand women-/men-owned
businesses. This survey
was previously conducted
as the 1997 Economic
Census
Surveys
of
Minority- and Women-

from a high of 30 percent
for black-owned firms to 5
percent for businesses
owned by whites.
Here are some of the
highlights from the report:
All U.S. Businesses
• Of the nation’s 23
million businesses in 2002
(which include nearly half
a million public corpora
tions, nonprofits, etc.), 5.5
million had paid employ
ees. Receipts for business
es with employees totaled
$21.9 trillion, an increase
of 22 percent from five
years earlier.
An estimated 17.5 mil
lion businesses had no paid
employees. Their receipts
totaled $767.5 billion, up
19 percent from 1997.
Black-Owned Busi
nesses
• Black-owned busi
nesses are growing four
times faster than the na
tional rate and the increase
in dollars they take in is
also much higher than the

national average.
• There were 1.2 mil
lion black-owned busi
nesses in 2002, up 45 per
cent from 1997. Their
receipts were $92.7 billion,
up 30 percent from 1997.
An estimated 94,862
black-owned businesses
had paid employees and
their receipts totaled $69.8
billion or about $735,586
per firm.
• Black-owned busi
nesses with no paid em
ployees numbered 1.1 mil
lion, up 51 percent from
1997. They had receipts of
$22.9 billion, up 54 per
cent from 1997. Average
receipts of these business
es were $20,761 per firm.
• Thirty-eight percent
of black-owned firms oper
ated in the health care and
other service industries;
health care and retail trade
accounted for a fourth of
their receipts.
• A fourth of the busi
nesses in Washington,
D.C., were black-owned.
Black-owned businesses
accounted for between 12
and 15 percent of firms in
Maryland, Georgia, Mis
sissippi and Louisiana.
The SBO defines busi
ness ownership as having
51 percent or more of the
equity, interest or stock in
the business. Respondents
to the 2002 SBO were
asked to report the percent
of ownership, gender, His
panic or non-Hispanic ori
gin and race for up to three
primary owners (Hispanics
may be of any race).
Separate reports for
minority- and womenowned businesses will be
issued over the next year
and will include more de
tailed data on the number
of firms, sales and receipts,
number of paid employees
and annual payroll. Data
also will be presented by
geographic area, industry
and size of business. Sub
sequently, a separate publication will be issued high
lighting characteristics of
all business owners includ
ing non-majority ownfers.
For more information,
please visit http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo.
Sonya Y. Young is the
CEO and president of Young
Financial Corporation, locat
ed at 1950 First Ave. N., Suite
216, St. Petersburg, FI 33713.
She can be reached by phone
at (727) 822-9898; fax: (727)
822-9445.

Mayor To Present
‘Top Apple’ Awards
To Best Public
Schools

From The City Of St.
Petersburg
• Revised Evacuation
Zones: Residents are
asked to recheck the evac
uation zone printed on
their utility bills beginning
this week. On July 31, Pi
nellas County announced
some changes for individ
ual properties. These
revised evacuation levels
are printed on the lower
right comer of city utility
bills. Remember, hurricane
season does not end until
Nov. 30. Please be sure
your hurricane prepared
ness plan is current. Co
ntact: (727) 893-7111 or
visit www.stpete.org/hurricane.htm.
• School's Back In
Session: With Pinellas
County schools back in
session, a few reminders
for residents:
* Please observe the
15 m.p.h. speed limits in
school zones.
* The city's Traffic

Operations Division will
station 76 crossing guards
at major street crossing to
ensure the safety of our
students.
* Please consider men
toring in a St. Petersburg
school, or tutoring after
school at a Recreation
Center as part of .the
Mayor's Mentors & More
program. For more infor
mation, visit http://www
.stpete.org/mentors.htm,
call (727) 551-3180, or email
mentoring @
stpete.org.
• Five Star Business
Climate: St. Petersburg
has been ranked as a "fiye
star business opportunity
metro" by Expansion Man
agement magazine. The
publication, which reaches
45,000 national and inter- •
national business reloca
tion specialists, reserves
the five star rating for only
the top 20 percept of the

country's 362 markets.
Research was based on
public schools, health care,
transportation, infrastruc
ture, taxes, labor pool and
rankings by site consult
ants. Contact: (727) 8937100.
•Basketball Magic:
An award-winning basket
ball league is currently
registering youth ages
eight to 16 for the next 14game season. The Junior
Magic Basketball League,
which will have approxi
mately 600 players, was
recently recognized by the
NBA as the Junior NBA
League of the Year. Games
.are played at four city
gymnasiums - Robert's,
Willis S. Johns, Gladden
Park and Northwest. $65
registration fee. Contact:
(727) 542-5001.

ST. PETERSBURG At St. Petersburg City
Council's Aug. 11 meeting,
Mayor Rick Baker will
honor those public schools
m the city that earned an
"A" grade from the state of
Florida or improved their
grade from the previous
year. The Mayor's "Top
Apple Awards" will be pre
sented to principals and
assistant principals. Cor
porate partners who have
worked with schools as
part of the Mayor's Men
tors & More Initiative will
also be recognized. The
presentations are sched
uled for 5 p.m. in City
Council Chamber, City
Hall, 175-Fifth St. N.
In total, 24 of the city's
41 graded schools will be
recognized - 15 of which
achieved A grades. Top
Apple honorees include
two high schools, four
middle schools and 18 ele
mentary schools. State
grades are based on FCAT
scores.
Every St. Petersburg
school has at least one cor
porate partner. Nearly 30
local corporations will also

Awards Recognize Older
Workers: Nomination
Deadline Fast Approaching
CLEARWATER
Nominate an "Older Work
er" for the 18th Annual
Silver Hat Awards, honor
ing Pinellas County’s older
workers and their employ
ers; Over 300 guests are
expected at the Sept: 29
luncheon, hosted by Work-'
Net Pinellas, at Ruth Eckerd Hall. This presentation
will take place as part of
the celebration for Nation
al Employ the Older Work
er Week.
Awards will be pre
sented to mature workers
and employers in the cate
gories of Pinellas County
Oldest Worker, Significant
Achievement,
Lifetime

Achievement and Out
standing Employer. Nomi
nations are due Aug. 15.
Businesses, organizations
or individuals
dividuals interested in
[fitting a nomination or
submitting
becoming
ming a sponsor should
contact
act WorkNet at,.
at (72,7)
(727)

507-4300, ext. 3004 or
visit www.worknetpinellas.org for a nomination
form. Event sponsored by
Bright House Networks
Networks
and the Area Agency on
Aging.
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be recognized for their role
in supporting these top
performing
schools.
Corporations lend their
support to schools by con
tributing volunteers, finan
cial resources, technical
assistance and strategic
planning support.
"St. Petersburg has
great public schools, and
this year's state grades re
flect that they continue to
get better and belter," said
Baker. He cited that 38
percent of all city schools
showed improvement from
last year. Pinellas County
showed improvement in 12
percent of its non-St.
Petersburg schools, and the
state of Florida showed
improvement’ in only 10
percent of its total schools,
"I believe the scores
demonstrate that the com
munity's support of our
schools through the May
or's Mentors & More pro
gram is making a tangible
difference in the education
of our youth and the future
of our community," said
Terry Boehm, president of
the Pinellas' Education
Foundation.
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Family Resources Opens New
Facility
CLEARWATER
here was a recent groundreaking ceremony for the
ew Family Resources’
amily Counseling and
afePlace2B, 1615 Union
treet.
Among those in attenance were: Bill Horne,
ity Manager, City of
learwater; John Doran,
ouncilmember, City of
learwater; Gay Gentry,
Ice-Mayor, City of Laro; George Cretekos, Disict Asst, to Honorable
,W. Bill Young, Conressman; Dennis Jones,

Senator, State of Florida
and Jane Harper, President/CEO, Family Re
sources.
The Union Street facil
ity will replace a short
term youth residential fa
cility operating out of a
converted home at 1622
Turner St. and a family
counseling office in leased
space on East Bay Drive in
Largo. The Union Street
property is the former
home of the recently de
molished British Academy,
a private school abandoned
several years ago.

By relocating the pro
grams to a site farther
north, the shelter and coun
seling services will be
more accessible to families
and youth in the growing
communities north of
Clearwater. The building
currently serving as the
shelter was once a family
dwelling, never intended
for 12 youth in crisis. The
new 12-bed facility will
provide shelter for youth
ages 10-17 and counsel
ing for youth arid their
families. The agency oper
ates a similar facility in St.

Petersburg.
Family Resources, Inc.
is a private, non-profit or
ganization serving children
and families in the Tampa
Bay area since 1970. Some
of its programs include Fa
mily Counseling, Kinship
Care, On-Campus Inter
vention Program (OCIP®),
Safe Place, SafePlace2B,
StreetSAFE, Transitional
Living, Truancy Inter
vention and Youth Arts
Corp.
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from front page

this year. Police Chief

Chuck Harmon released a
statement and the results of
a final investigation of this
incident on Thursday, Aug.
4. Police officers commit
ted an error of judgment
when they handcuffed an
unruly kindergartner at
school in March but did
not violate policy, the
department's chief said last
Thursday.
Regarding this issue,
Peterman drafted a bill that
will require all law en
forcement agencies to han
dle future incidents of this
nature by a policy adopted
from the Department of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ).
The bill encourages all law
enforcement officers to be
PAR (Protective Action
Response) certified, a
training given to DJJ per
sonnel authorized to hand
cuff juveniles in certain sit-

"We want to schedule another forum for us to lis
ten to our young people/’ said Commissioner Ken
Welch!

uations.
Peterman has also
partnered with outgoing
NAACP President, Darryl
Rouson. They have both
collaborated to address the
issue of items being sold in
stores, which are used pri
marily for the consumption
of illegal drugs. He has
filed HB 35, titled Drug
Paraphernalia, in order to

meet this issue head oh.
Peterman is thankful
that this bill has the sup
port of The State Attorney
General’s Office. Peter
man says, "I am excited
about the upcoming leg
islative session and look
ing forward to aggressively
addressing these issues in
the near future."
Saturday, Sept. 17 is

‘St. Pete For Peace’ Finds
Challenges With Free Speech
by Linda Young
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG—
The arrest of. a child on
charges of trespassing at
BayWalk last Saturday
night in conjunction with
an anti-war protest won’t
stop the group from exer
cising, their right to free
speech at the downtown
shopping and entertain
ment center.
That was the message
that members of St. Pete
for Peace gave at a press
conference held Tuesday
night to discuss what led to
the Aug. 6 arrest of the 13year-old boy, followed by
the arrests of a man video
taping him along with four
other anti-war protesters.
More than 50 individu
als gathered for'the event
on the southeast comer of
Second Avenue North and
Second Street.
They heard from five
speakers, including: the
Rev. Bruce Wright, with
Critical Resistance and
associate pastor at Solid
Rock Christian Church;'
Winnie Foster, director of
The
Sojourner
Truth
Center; Carol Schiffler, of.
St. Pete Food Not Bombs;
Charles McKenzie, state
liaisori for Rainbow/Push
Coalition, and attorney
Mark Kamleiter, of the
Pinellas ACLU board and
Chris Ernesto, with St. Pete
for Peace.
At issue are what the
group views as attempts to
restrict their right of free
speech in the public spaces
around BayWalk that now
include the use of tempo-

Revised Pinellas
County Evacuation
Level Maps Now
Available Online

Chief: Handcuffing Girl Not a
Violation

Peterman

rary barricades.
The group pointed out
that they have assembled at
BayWalk to protest the war
in Iraq for more than twoand-a-half years without
any injuries.
"This has to do with
restricting the right of free
speech," Wright said, and.
called the arrest of a 13year-old for walking in a
public area "appalling,"
and- part of trend that if it
"doesn’t stop we’ll see a
continued process of taking
people’s rights away."
To emphasize the
group’s point that the first
amendment right to free
speech in the U.S. Consti
tution is part of democracy
Foster fanned herself with
a copy of the Constitution,
as she spoke.
"It is up to you to save
our democracy," Foster
said. "We will not give up
the public sidewalks that
are paid for by all the citi
zens."
"The issue1 of free
speech is higher than the
Sembler’s,". McKenzie
said. "What is at stake here
is not a group but the pub
lic’s access to public side
walks to express theirviews whatever they may
be."
Kamleiter gave some
background of the group’s
struggle to maintain their
right to free speech on
those public sidewalks out
side BayWalk: He fold the
group that the Sembler
Company, owner of BayWalk, previously asked city
official to restrict the group
to a free speech zone, then

asked the city to give them
the sidewalks so they could
restrict access. In each
case, the • city council
refused the requests, and
now the use of barricades'
there.
"This is what democra
cy is all about," getting out
on a street corner and talk
ing, Kamleiter said to loud
applause from the group.
"I haven’t seen any ev
idence of a public safety
issue," Kamleiter said later,
referring to the groups’
activities.
However, organizers
say that the barricades that
BayWalk has erected force
people to step out into the
street to walk around them.
"The irony of the barri
cades is they actually cre
ate a public: safety issue,"
Ernesto said.
Although public safety
concerns
may
have
prompted use of the barri
cades, visitors who use the
mid-block crossing still
end up on. a shallow side
walk facing an exterior
wall of BayWalk instead of
an entrance. However, they
now must safely negotiate
the barricades as well.
"From an administra
tive standpoint I was re
sponsible," said Kevin
Dunn, (he city’s managing
director of development.
He said that he coordinated
the implementation of the
barricades after St. Peters
burg Police Chief Chuck
Harmon agreed that it was
"appropriate and reason
able" if there were safety
concerns.
In a telephone inter-.

by Mitch Stacy
Associated Press Writer
ST. PETERSBURG
(AP) - Police officers com
mitted an error of judg
ment when they hand
cuffed an unruly kinder
gartner at school in March
but did not violate policy,
the department's chief said
on Aug. 4.
Chief Chuck Harmon
said the two officers who
handcuffed the 5-year-old
girl were reprimanded for
minor errors in handling
the situation, which gained
worldwide attention when
a videotape of the con
frontation was released to
broadcasters.
But Harmon said the
officers were riot punished
for shackling the child,
who had torn up a class
room and hit an assistant
principal before the offi
cers arrived.
Still, Harmon said, the
officers should have done
more investigation, explor
ed ways to defuse the situ
ation and alfowed school
officials to take the lead in
handling it.
"This child needed
some intervention, but I
don't think it was by law
enforcement/
Harmon
said, calling the handcuff
ing "premature."
The video of the
March 1'4 confrontation
prompted criticism of the
police and school system,
and charges of racism that
brought the Rev. Jesse
Jackson to town to meet
with school officials. The
girl is black, and the police
officers are white.

view with the Weekly
Challenger, Dunn said, "If
there’s a potential design
solution to the right-of-way
I’m sure that would be
palatable. We’ll see if we
can come up With some
thing different here." He
says he will look into
changing the configuration
of the mid-block crossing
to eliminate bottlenecks of
pedestrian, traffic or bring
ing visitors into the
entrances to the complex
from each end of the block
instead.
Harmon
told
the
Challenger that they had a
safety issue with a 1,000foot area that many people
cut through by walking in
traffic instead of using the
cross walk. He says they
are monitoring the effec
tiveness of the barricades,
which are used on both
Friday and Saturday nights
and were not intended to
impede anti-war protesters.
"We’re trying to give peo
ple a safe place to cross a

St. Petersburg Police Chief Chuck Harmon, fore
ground, arid Lt. Bill Sohl, answer questions during
a news conference Thursday morning Aug. 4, after
releasing their findings into the March 14, 2005,
handcuffing of an unruly 5-year-old kindergarten
student.
AP Photo/Chris O'Meara

Harmon said Thursday
that the report found no
evidence of racism by the
officers.
A video camera cap
tured images of the girl
tearing papers off a bulletin
board, climbing on a table
and punching the assistant
principal before, police
were called.
Then the tape, shows
the child appearing to calm
down before officers
approach, pin her arms
behind her back and put on
handcuffs as she screamed,
"No!" and began to cry.
The girl was put In the
back of a police car and
had her feet restrained after
she tried to kick out the
window. She was released
Jater without charges.
Harmon said the inci
dent .prompted a policy

change that will prohibit
handcuffing
children
younger than 8 without a
supervising officer being
called to the scene. But
officers need to retain the
option of handcuffing chil
dren in "extreme situa
tions," such as when a
weapon is involved, he
said.
Trieia Hoffler, an attor
ney for the girl and her
mother, said she was disap
pointed that the officers
were not more severely
punished but was encour
aged that the police depart
ment has reviewed its poli
cies regarding handcuffing
children.
Hoffler added that
she’s planning to file a suit.
"Our client will never be
the same," she said.

safe place to get in and
have everyone’s rights pro-'
tected," Harmon said.
Throughout the press
conference, people drove
or walked by, and many of
them exercised their own
first amendment freedom
of speech rights to scream
four-letter words at the
group, while some children
and adults on a BayWalk
balcony chanted, "Clap for
Bush." Instead of being

irked, many group mem
bers smiled at such com
ments and said they were
all example^ of free
speech;
The group ended the
evening with an uneventful
march around BayWalk.

Pinellas County Emer
gency Management has
completed a detailed re
view of hurricane evacua
tion maps and posted the
updated maps on the coun
ty Web site: www.pinellascounty.org,1
Emergency Manage
ment staff began updating
evacuation levels early last
month in order to apply
new technology to the pro
cess of determining these
levels. Evacuation levels
are based on elevation and
models predicting the
amount of water pushed
ashore by a storm (surge).
This technology has added
precision and more detail
in the mapping of storm
surge hazards. County staff
has been working closely
with representatives from
the Tampa Bay Regional
Planning
Council
(TBRPC) to review maps
and ensure the highest
level of accuracy possible.
As a result of this review,
there have been further
refinements to mandatory
evacuation levels. We can
rtow provide residents with
the most accurate evacua
tion level dafa Pinellas
County has ev.er made
available.
"In the past, we had to
make some judgment calls
based oh a more general
ized process," said Gary
Vickers, Emergency Man
agement director. Vickers
also stressed that the pro
cess is evolving as even
better storm flood data
becomes available and res
idents may see further
changes next year. How
ever, this is the final review
for the 2005 hurricane sea
son.
The Pinellas County
Web site, www.pinellasc6unty.org, now reflects all
revisions in evacuation lev
els. Residents who do not
have access to a computer
or who have questions may
call (727) 464-3800 for

assistance.
• Updated evacuation
levels are available online
at www.pinellascounty
.org. Click on "Check Your
Evac Level" in the left col
umn.
• Additional operators
are on duty today and to
morrow to answer resi
dents’ questions about
evacuation levels. Call
(727) 464-3800 for this
assistance.
• Pinellas County will
soon begin notifying resi
dents that their evacuation
levels may have changed
by plating automated
phone calls to residents
and businesses using the
CityWatch Alert Notifi
cation System;
• The next billing cycle
of Pinellas County Utilities
bills will reflect the final
revisions to the 2005 evac
uation level maps.
• A postcard notifying
affected residents of any
changes in their evacuation
level will be mailed this
month.’
• The new maps will
be inserted in the St.
Petersburg Times on July
31. Additional copies will
be available at various
locations throughout the
county by early August.
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"This is what democracy is all about," said
attorney Mark Kamleiter, of the Pinellas ACLU
board speaking with Foster in the background.
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(left to right): Attorney Mark Kamleiter, of the Pinellas ACLU board,
Winnie Foster, director of The Sojourner Truth Center, and Chris Ernesto
(in striped shirt) of St. Pete for Peace listen to a speaker with pro-Bush
hecklers visible behind them on a balcony at BayWalk across the street.
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"What is at stake here is not a group but the public’s access to public side
walks to express their viervs whatever they may be," said
Charles McKenzie, state liaison for the Rainbow/Push Coalition.’
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VOTING RIGHTS REVISITED

Voting Rights

have to endure" that were
used as barriers to African
from front page
Americans voting.
Marvin Arline and nursing
"I- think certainly it
teacher Catherine Crumbs. should be reauthorized
Burney says that he was because there was too
very much involved in the much blood and sweat
civil rights struggle. He over getting it in the first
remembers the "unbeliev place. Too many voting
able, ridiculous tests that .irregularities are still
the general public did not oceurring. I don’t think

that we have arrived in
terms.of everyone'getting
equal access to the voting
booth," Burney said.
"I think it should be
(reauthorized) to keep it
going like it was," Arline
said.

“tt'e hold
these truths to
be self-evident
that all men are
created equal.”

— The Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr.
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STATE NEWS
Sex Offenders Not Allowed In Shelters During
Storms

Florida State To Sue NCAA Over
Mascot-Nickname Rule
"It is unconscionable
that the Seminole Tribe of

Florida has been ignored,"
Wetherell said in a four-pa

mony, and the war chant
that began at Florida State

in the mid-1980s, have

ragraph statement released

made the school's symbols

by the university.

among the most prominent

"That

the

NCAA

nationally. The chant is

would now label our close

also-now used by fans of

bond with the Seminole
Tribe of Florida as cultural

the Major League Base
ball's Atlanta Braves and

ly 'hostile and abusive' is
both outrageous and insult

the. National Football Le

ing," Wetherell said. "I in

ague's Kansas City Chiefs.
FSU has played host to

tend to pursue all legal ave

NCAA tournament games

nues to ensure that this un
acceptable decision is over

in the past, and it tradition
’events each spring.
Two years ago, the

tion with university offi

NCAA recommended that

cials, Wetherell questioned

schools determine for the

the usage of other nick
names, namely Notre Da

mselves whether the Indian
depictions were offensive.

Seminoles 40 years ago.
The NCAA decided to ban

me's "Fighting Irish," that

But, Wetherell said last

could be offensive to spe

Friday, the NCAA has

TALLAHASSEE,

the use of American Indian

cific ethnic groups.

subsequently been "sw

Fla. (AP)-- The NCAA can

The "Seminoles" nick

ayed by a strident minority

forget about Florida State

mascots by sports teams
during its postseason tour

name was chosen by a vote

of activists who claim to

University changing its

naments, but will not pro

of the student body in

speak for all Native Am

"Seminoles" nickname any
time soon.

hibit them otherwise. Nick

1947. Statesmen finished

ericans."

by Brent Kallestad

Associated Press Writer

names or mascots deemed

second, followed by Re

"hostile or abusive" would

bels, Tarpons, Fighting Wa

stand them would have us

decision Friday to ban

not be allowed on team

rriors and Crackers, acc

cover the Seminole name

schools using Native Am

uniforms or other clothing

ording to the university's

and symbol as if we were

erican names and symbols

beginning with any NCAA

football media guide.

embarrassed,"

from hosting championship

tournament after Feb. 1.

events, Florida State Pre
sident T.K. Wetherell said
he will sue the organization
for an "outrageous and in
sulting" decision.
"This university will

. Stung by an NCAA

'The rules as we under

Wetherell

In the l950s, a pair of

said. "Any committee that,

Those schools also would

students dressed in Native

would think that is a proper

forever be associated with

not be allowed to host
championship events.
Friday's decision co
mes after the Seminole
Tribe of Florida's govern
ing council unanimously

and respectful treatment of
Native- Americans should
be ashamed."
Wetherell's day was
.further dampened by a fall
on campus that resulted in

the "unconquered" spirit of

approved in mid-June a

American costumes joined
the cheerleaders on the
field. The pageantry has
since evolved to Chief Os
ceola riding an Appaloosa,
named Renegade, with a
flaming spear that is stuck

the Seminole Tribe of
Florida," said Wetherell,

resolution in support

Fl

into the ground at midfield

orida State's "Seminoles"

moments before kickoff of

surgery. He . was expected
back at work Monday, the

who played football for the

nickname.

home games.

school said.

of

ST. PETERSBURG,
Fla. (AP)-- Hundreds of
sex offenders being tracked
by the state won't be al
lowed into public hurricane
shelters in Florida under a
new policy, which will
allow them to ride out the
storms in prisons instead.
The policy was created
to keep sex offenders and
predators away from chil
dren in the public shelters,
Robby Cunningham, sp
okesman for the De
partment of Corrections,
said Aug. 8.

Sex offenders who
choose to seek safety in a
prison would be kept in
areas such as visitor or
meeting rooms, not with
inmates, Cunningham said.
"They are not incarcerat
ed," Cunningham said.
"We don't want them on
the streets! We don't want
them violating their proba
tion either."
The policy only affects
sex offenders under state
supervision who are not alowed near children. They
can go to a prison if their

a broken wrist that required

FAMU Recommends Penalties; Names New
Compliance Official
by Brent Kallestad
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Fla:
(AP)— Florida A&M vol
unteered to strip its foot
ball program of 28 schol
arships over three years
and impose a one-year
postseason ban on its
men's basketball team as
the school conceded a
".widespread" lack of in
stitutional control in an
internal report released on
Aug. 1.
The school fired foot
ball.coach Billy Joe sever
al weeks ago as part of its
effort to avoid additional
penalties for more than
200 violations that sur
faced in nearly every var
sity sport at the historical
ly black college.
The report also rec
ommended eliminating
4.5 baseball scholarships,
3.5 in men's track and 2.5
in women's track and cur-

tail recruiting activities
for three years and reduce
the time allowed for foot
ball practice.
The university's find
ings revealed more than
100 athletes were allowed
to compete without filling
out eligibility or drug
testing consent forms
required by the NCAA.
Florida A&M said it
would vacate any team or
individual records or awards resulting from
performances by ineligi
ble athletes between
1998-2005.
In addition, the school
volunteered to eliminate
one assistant basketball
coach and a graduate
assistant in the program
for 2005-06, the same
season the school banned
itself from the postseason.
In all, 12 of the sc
hool's sports programs
will be, affected.

declining to run for an open
Senate seat while President
Bush was on the .ballot,'
Harris seeks to unseat
incumbent Democrat Bill
Nelson in a 2006 race that
some Republicans say she
can't win because inde
pendent and Democratic
voters don't think much of

v

her.
But she may-haye a clear
shot at Nelson. No other
Republicans
have
expressed a strong interest
in running. Even with an
opponent, she would be
considered a favorite to win
the nomination because of
her high name recognition,
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U.S. Rep. Harris, R-Sarasota, a candidate for next year's
U.S. Senate race, blamed newspapers for contributing to
her image problems, accusing some of doctoring photos to
distort her makeup. (AP Photo/Dave Martin, File)
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school-wide budget crisis,
Florida A&M has already
eliminated its men's ten
nis and golf teams and its
men's and women's swim
ming and diving pro
grams, cutting the total
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Neither should you.
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GET
CONCH'D OUT!
■

In addition to releas
ing copies of its own
internal
evaluation,
Florida A&M selected a
new compliance director Rosalyn Dunlap - and the
university is also advertis
ing for a new vice presi
dent of audit and compli
ance.
Joe, who was 86-46 in
11 seasons at the school,
filed suit last month to get
access to records the sc
hool cited at the time he
was fired. The university
pointed to NCAA rules
violations in recruiting
and eligibility as the rea
son for his dismissal.
Former University of
Miami and Denver Br
oncos defensive tackle
Rubin Carter was chosen
as Joe's replacement last
month.

PLEASE
ability to raise money and
hero
status
among
Republican voters who
believe she helped preserve
Bush's 537-vote victory
when she oversaw five
weeks of recounts as
Florida secretary of state.
The recount, though, is the
last thing Harris will want
voters to focus on. Her
campaign will begin with a
five day listening tour
across the state.
Harris, 48, served in the
state Senate from 19941998 before being elected
secretary of state. She was
elected to her second term
in Congress last year.

* bachelor’s degrees including
Education

number of programs from
18 to it

The investigation has
already led to the school
stripping itself of 11 MidEastern Athletic Co
nference titles, including
two in football.
Florida A&M for
warded' this report to the
NCAA in June, but had
not released the details of
the proposed scholarship
cuts. The NCAA is doing
its own investigation at
the school and is expected
to make its ruling this fall.
The proposed cut
backs would coincide
with Florida A&M's bud
get cuts that have stag
gered the athletic depart
ment.

Harris Kicks Off Her Senate Campaign
SARASOTA, Fla. (AP)~
U.S. Rep. Katherine .Harris
began her campaign for
Senate on Tuesday, hoping;
that she can convince, vot
ers: there is more to her
record than overseeing the
disputed 2000 presidential
election.
Nineteen months after

Randall Marshall, legal dir
ector of the Florida ACLU,
said the policy could push
sex offenders out of the
supervision of authorities.
"If you take people
who have served their sen
tence and are released from
prison and try to (reinstate)
themselves in society, the
more steps you take to iso
late and ostracize them ...
there are very few options
for them to live their lives
and not reoffend."

evacuation address given to
authorities can't be used or
is deemed unacceptable,
Cunningham said.
Sex offenders will also
have to sign a form that ou
tlines the plan and instruc
tions. They must wear an
ID badge, while smoking is
not allowed. They can ma
ke collect calls on a pay
phone. No pets or family
members are allowed and
no using the canteen.
They can also be se
arched at any time by
authorities.

ally hosts NCAA baseball

In a previous conversa

turned."

The mascot image of Chief Osceola, the popular figure for
the Seminoles, continues to be an item for dispute.

Chief Osceola's cere

n
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NATIONAL NEWS
Black Enterprise Magazine’ Celebrates its

Jackson Lawyer Ridicules Unhappy Jurors

35th Anniversary By Offering $10,000

believe it's never too late to
tell the truth."
Cook and Hultman also
alleged that jury foreman
Paul Rodriguez threatened
to have them kicked off the

Toward First Home Purchase

Wi
t
h
i
t
s
August 2005 is ue, Black
NEW YORK-

Enterprise (BE) begins its 35th
year as the nation’s premier
business and investment res
ource for African Americans.
In the process, the pubication
has championed its De
claration of Financial Em
powerment (DOPE), 10 prin
ciples guaranteed to build
wealth and increase net worth.
With its emphasis on homeownership as the primary
wealth-building tool, the
Black Enterprise Own Your
First Home Contest will
award $10,000 to a qualified
first-time home buyer "The
goal of this “contest is to
increase the average net worth
of black households by inspir
ing more African Americans
to pursue homeownership—
the cornerstone of securing
financial prosperity for
American families," says fo
under & publisher Earl G.
Graves Sr. "There are also a
number of tax breaks that
benefit homeowners, arid the
equity can help leverage other
opportunities such as financ
ing a business or paying for
higher education." For more
information on the Black En
terprise Own Your First Home
Contest,
log
on
to
www.blackenterprise.com
until Sept. 1 (Pg. 74).
From education to health,

African Americans make
charitable giving a priority.
For the August special report
"America’s Leading Black
Philanthropists," BE identifies
and ranks generous individu
als and private foundations in
terms of donated dollar am
ount. Media powerhouse
Oprah Winfrey ranks as the
top individual donor with
$132,580,000 set aside for
education, the arts, public he
alth, and women’s causes be
tween the years of. 2002-2004. In addition, Wi
nfrey’s various charitable or
ganizations, including Op
rah’s Angel Network, tops the
leading foundations Jist. Also
ranked highly are radio per
sonality Tom Joyner; hip-hop
star Chris "Ludacris" Bridges;
and Sheila C. Johnson, who
has quietly earmarked more
than $7 million for causes
close to her heart. The full
methodology and selection
criteria are included in the
August feature (Pg: 105).
When Black. Enterprise
launched its first issue in Au
gust of 1970, founder & pu
blisher Earl G. Graves Sr.
noted that "lacking capital,
managerial and technical
knowledge—and crippled by
prejudice—the minority busi
nessman has been effectively
kept out of the American
marketplace."

years later, black executives,
many identified early in their
careers as rising stars by BE,
have gained a solid foothold
in the senior leadership of the
nation’s major public corpora
tions, with more than 20 earn
ing ■' the once-unreachable
CEO title. In 1973 BE began
to rank America ’s largest
black-owned companies, eve
ntually establishing the BE
100s as the pinnacle of black
entrepreneurial success. To
date, four BE 100s companies
have surpassed the billiondollar revenue milestone.
Levels of success, power, and
wealth once deemed impossi
ble by people of color have
been attained by the likes of
Oprah Winfrey, Ken Chenault, Colin Powell, and the
late Reginald F. Lewis. In the
anniversary features
"Then & Now" and "An
Agenda for Black America,"
BE’s editorial team looks
back on these and other ac
complishments since the pub
lication established its editori
al mission, detailing a future
plan of action to ensure that
African Americans continue
to move toward full participa
tion in the American dream
(Pgs. 134-156).
The August issue of
Black Enterprise is on news
stands now:

Thirty-five

jury.

In this photo provided by MSNBC, Michael Jackson trial jurors Eleanor Cook,
center and Ray Hultman talk to MSNBC's Rita Cosby in an interview for
MSNBC's 'Rita Cosby: Live and Direct/ Monday Aug. 8, in Los Angeles. The two
jurors who voted to acquit singer Michael Jackson of child molestation and other
charges say they regret their decisions. (AP Photo/MSNBC)
LOS ANGELES —
Michael Jackson's defense
attorney ridiculed two
jurors who say they regret
voting to acquit the singer
of child molestation Ch
arges, saying it was "time
to move on" from the case.
"The bottom line is it
makes no difference what
they're saying," Thomas
Mesereau Jr. told The As
sociated Press, pointing out
the jurors announced their
turnaround Monday as they
began publicizing book
deals.
"Twelve people delib
erated and out of that
process justice is supposed
to result. Now, two months

later, these jurors are
changing their tunes. They
clearly like being on TV,"
Mesereau said. "I'm very
suspicious."
Efeanor Cook and Ray
Hultman said in a televised
interview that they believed
the singer's young accuser
was sexually assaulted."No doubt in my mind
whatsoever, that boy was
molested, and I also think
he enjoyed, to some degree
being Michael Jackson's
toy," Cook said on MS
NBC's "Rita Cosby: Live
and Direct."
Their comments will have
no hearing on the verdict,
which prosecutors cannot

appeal:
Cook and Hultman
said they agreed to go al
ong with the other jurors
when it became apparent
that they would never con
vict the pop star. The two
denied being motivated by
money and tried to explain
why they were coming for
ward now.
"There were a lot.' of
people that were interested
in this case from day one.
people expect to know
what's going on with their
justice system and how
things work," Hultman said.

Added Cook: "I'm speaking out now because I

"He said if I could not
change my mind or go with
the group, or be more un
derstanding, that he would
have to notify the bailiff,
the bailiff would notify the
judge, and the judge would
have me removed," Cook
said in a transcript provid
ed by MSNBC.
Hultman said he also
.felt threatened and didn't
want to get kicked off the
trial.
A call to Rodriguez was not returned. A jury fo
reman cannot remove other
jurors just for disagreeing.
Cosby asked Cook if the
other jurors will be angry
with her,
"They can be as angry
as they want to. They ought
to be ashamed. They're the
ones that let a pedophile
go," responded Cook, 79.
Hultman, 62, told
Cosby he was upset with the way other jurors ap
proached the case: "The
thing that really got me the
most was the fact that peo
ple just wouldn't take those
blinders off long enough to
really look at all the evi
dence that was there."
The New York Daily
News first reported Aug. 4
that Hultman and Cook
planned books and. be
lieved Jackson was guilty.
Hultman has said that
when jurors took an anony
mous poll early in their de

liberations he was one of
three jurors who voted for
conviction.
On June 13, the jurors
unanimously acquitted Ja
ckson of all charges, which
alleged that he molested a
13-year-old boy, plied the
boy with wine and con
spired to hold him and his
family captive so (hey would make a video rebut
ting a damaging television
documentary.
Cook told MSNBC:
"The air reeked of hatred and people were angry and I
had never been in an at
mosphere like that before.".
In June,' Hultman told the
AP about the verdict: "Th
at's riot to say he's an inno
cent man. He's just not gu
ilty of the crimes he's been
charged with."
During an appearance
on ABC's "Good Morning
America" with five other
jurors in June, Cook was
one of three who raised th
eir hands when asked if
they thought Jackson may
have molested other chil
dren but not the 13-yearold boy,
"We had our suspi
cions, but we couldn't ju
dge on that because it was
n't what we were there to
do," she said at the time.
Hultman's book will be
called "The Deli.ber.ator"
and Cook's is "Guilty, as
Sin, Free as a Bird," said
Larry Garrison, a producer
who is working with both
on their separate books and
a combined television movie.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Oil-For-Food Chief Accused of Kickbacks
NEW YORK - In
vestigators probing claims
of wrongdoing in the Iraq
oil-for-food* program ac
cused its former chief, Benon Sevan, of corruption
for taking illegal kickbacks
and recommended his im
munity be lifted for prose
cution
The investigators said a
former U.N. procurement
officer sought a bribe and
.should have his immunity
lifted as well. Alexander
Yakovlev also was accused
of collecting nearly $1 mil
lion in kickbacks outside
the oil-for-food program.
The third report by the
Independent Inquiry Co
mmittee, led by former
Federal Reserve Chairman
Paul Volcker, was a new bl
ow to the scandal-tainted

$64 billion program. For
the first time, it gave a motiye for Sevan's actions, sa
ying his finances were
"precarious" shortly before
his alleged misdeeds.
Some critics have ac
cused the United Nations
of squandering millions —
and even billions — of dol
lars in its mismanagement
of the program. Y^t Vo
lcker's team found that Se
van appeared to have
received kickbacks of just
$147,184 from December
1998 to January 2002.
The report touched
briefly on U.N. SecretaryGeneral Kofi Annan and
his son, Kojo. It said new emails suggesting Annan
knew more than he said
about his son's involvement
in the program raised ques

tions that would be
answered in. the commit
tee's final report, expected
in September.
Yakovlev resigned ear
lier this year and Sevan an
nounced his resignation on
Sunday. He criticized in
vestigators, Annan, the
U.N. Security Council, and
the U.N. critics who .have
cited oil-for-food as em
blematic of. perceived bu
ngling and outright corrup
tion.
"As I predicted, a highprofile investigative body
invested with absolute po
wer would feel compelled
to target someone and that
someone turned out to be
me," Sevan wrote. "The
charges are false, and you,
who have known me for all
these years, should know
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that they are false."
Though both men have
quit, diplomatic immunity
would cover their actions
when they were employed.
Volcker's recommendation
that Annan waive that im
munity was a strong indica
tion'of his conviction about
the claims against them.
Sevan, a Cypriot citi
zen believed to be in Ni
cosia, was/being investigat
ed by the Manhattan Di
strict Attorney's office.
There is no known criminal
probe against Yakovlev so
far.
The oil-for-food pro
gram, launched in De
cember 1996 to help ordi
nary Iraqis cope with U.N.
sanctions imposed after Sa
ddam Hussein’s 1990 inva
sion of Kuwait, was one of
the largest humanitarian pr
ograms in history. By most
accounts, it achieved what
it.set.out to do, becoming a
lifeline for 90 percent of
the country's population of
26 million.
Under the program, Sa
ddam's regime could sell
oil, provided the proceeds
went to buy humanitarian
goods or pay war repara
tions. Saddam allegedly so
ught to curry favor by giv
ing former government off
icials, activists, journalists
and others vouchers for Ira
qi oil that could then be re
sold at a profit.
The
program has
become the subject of sev

eral. Congressional investi
gations, as well as probes
by a federal grand-jury, and
the Securities and Exc
hange Commision.
Last Thursday, Sevan's
lawyer Eric Lewis revealed
that the committee would
find conclude that Sevan
got kickbacks for steering
contracts under oil-forfood to a small trading co
mpany called African Mid
dle East Petroleum Co. Ltd.
Inc.
The report largely con
firmed that, but went fur
ther. It described how Se
van and his wife repeatedly
had overdrawn their bank
accounts before Sevan first
sought to steer oil alloca
tions-to AMEP.
It also found that two
men helped Sevan: Fred
Nadler, an AMEP director
and brother-in-law of for
mer U.N. Secretary-Ge
neral Boutros Boutros-Gh
ali; and Fakhry Abdelnour,
the president of AMEP.
Volcker's team recom
mended that the United
Nations assist in their pos
sible prosecution as well.
As for Yakovlev, investiga
tors also found that he se
cretly tried to bribe a co
mpany called Societe Ge
nerate de Surveillance
S.A., which was seeking an
oil inspection contract un
der oil-for-food.

U.N. Issues Urgent Appeal
For Niger
Hunger caused by drought, locusts threatens
hundreds of thousands

A mother stands near her child, who was" said by local
officials to have died hours later, at the MSF intensive
care center in Maradi, Niger, last Friday, (Photo cred
it: George .Osodi/AP)
GARIN
GOUBLI,
Niger - The United Nations
appealed last Friday for.
$80 million to fight a food
crisis threatening the lives
of hundreds of thousands in
this impoverished West
African nation.
The- appeal was made
at Garin Goubli village, 20
miles south of the eastern
town of Maradi during a visit by Canadian In
ternational Cooperation
Minister Ailleen Carroll
and UNICEF Deputy Ex
ecutive Secretary Rima
Salah.
"We launch an appeal
for $80 million immediate
ly to the world to help Ni
ger," said Michele Falavigna, the U.N. humani
tarian coordinator for
Niger.
Recently, three U.N.

agencies — the World Fo
od Program, UNICEF and
the Food and Agriculture
Organization — made
appeals totaling $75 mil
lion for Niger. Falavigna’s
appeal apparently encom
passed the earlier calls.
Some $25.4 million
has already befen con
tributed or committed by
donors,. U.N. deputy emer
gency relief coordinator
Margareta Wahlstrom said.
The Niger crisis, blamed
on drought and a locust
invasion, has sparked sharp
questions about the way the
world responds to disas
ters.
Arriving late for the crisis
The international commu
nity had failed to respond
to repeated U.N. appeals
since November, acting
only after it was too late for

many and when images of
starving children- on TV
news broadcasts made
clear the situation had
reached a crisis.
"We saw a child die
today, it was a very sad
moment for us... I feel very
guilty," UNICEF’s Salah
said after touring a center
for severely malnourished
children in Maradi, an east
ern town where Medecins
Sans Frontieres is helping
to run humanitarian efforts.
"We may need to look at
how the international early
warning system can be
improved to avoid such
crises," Carroll said.
Experts have also ques
tioned whether the initial
response- was misguided,
relying on subsidizing food
prices rather than distribut
ing free food for fear of
hurting local markets.
The rote of the govern
ment’s market reform poli
cies, driven in part by inter
national tenders, also
should be reviewed, ac
cording to the Overseas
Development Institute, a
British think tank.
Niger’s government
raised taxes on a range of
staple foods this year, say
ing the .money generated
would fund health and edu
cation. The 19 percent
increases
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries of residents, former residents and seasonal visitors are published without charge. They may include the person ’s age and surviving
close relatives. This information is obtained from the funeral home. Photographs to accompany obituaries are welcome.
For information, call (727) 896-2922 before 1 p.m. Monday & Tuesday. Email all information to: wceditor@tampabay.rr.com.______________

Jazz Bassist Al McKibbon, Who Grew Up In
Detroit, Dead At 86

ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

FORD, JANICE EL
AINE, 43, died July 29,
2005. Survivors include
her companion, George
Henderson: one daugh

ter, Jovonda Flowers: six
sisters, Betty, Daisy,
Linda and Tommy Ford
All of St. Petersburg:
five brothers, Joe, Larry
(Cheryl) Lawrence Ford,
Anthony and Chris all of
St. Petersburg: one gr
anddaughter, Kendrea
Lumpkin and a host of
Aunts, Uncles, Nieces,
Nephews and friends.
Creal Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

• NANCE, CORTEZ,
81, died July 24, 2005.
Survivors include his
wife Ruth, two sons:
Cortez, Jr., of New York
City, and Gregory of
Altanta,Georgia
one
daughter: Lisa of We
stbury, New York four
grandchildren,
Charisse,Tyreshea, and Br
ent,one great grand
child, Tyler. One sister:
Bernice White and
other family
many

friends. McRae. Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

GRANT,
ALVIN,
75, died July 25, 2005.
Survivors include one
brother, Daniel Grant, a
friend Eloise Mahsfield
of St. Petersburg, and
relatives, Henry Code,
James Code, James
Code, Jr., Janie Code,

Leroy Code, Henry Fe
rguson, Jr., Isaih Fe

rguson, Levi Ferguson,
S. Lee Gaskin, Barbara

Goodvine, Angie Grant,
Grace Grant, Robert Gr
ant, and Herlene Jo
hnson, Eloise McNeal of
Mocks Corner, South
Carolina, and Viola
McNeal of New York,
and many friends. Creal
Funeral
Home,
St.

Petersburg.

Johnson, left, is seen with actor Bill Cosby, center, and Rev. Jesse Jackson at a
benefit reception for Operation PUSH in Chicago on April 1,1982. (AP Photo,
File)
ddle class and the ability to densed articles of interest
Ebony
strive for financial success, to blacks and published the
from front page
not just in our community poems and short stories of
but on an even playing black writers.
baseball and little black
field," she said.
Johnson used Supreme
political representation.
Johnson encouraged
Life's mailing list to offer
With blacks' incomes
major white companies to
far below white Americans,
advertise in black media. discount charter subscrip
the idea of a black publish
He sent an ad salesman to tions of the digest. To per
ing company was widely
Detroit every week for 10 suade a distributor to take
dismissed. Civil rights le
years before an auto manu
ader Roy Wilkins advised
.the magazine, he got co
facturer agreed to advertise
Johnson to forget the pub
workers to ask for it at
in Ebony.
lishing business and save
"We couldn't do it then newsstands on Chicago's
himself a lot of disappoint
by marching, and we South Side. Friends bought
ment; Wilkins later ac
couldn't do it by threaten
knowledged he gave Jo
most of the copies, con
ing," Johnson said of gain
hnson bad advice.
ing advertisers. "We had to vincing dealers the maga
Ebony — named by Jo
persuade people that it was zine was in demand, while
hnson's wife, Eunice —
in their best interest to Johnson reimbursed the
was created to counter
reach out to black con
stereotypical portrayals of
friends and resold the
sumers in a positive way,"
blacks in white-owned
According to the compa copies they had bought.
newspapers,
magazines
The tactic was used in
ny's Web site, Johnson
and broadcast media. The
New
York,.. Philadelphia
Publishing Co. is the wo
monthly magazine high
and
Detroit,
and within a
rld's largest black-owned
lights the positive in black
and-operated publishing year, Negro Digest was
life.
company. It also includes selling 50,000 copies a
"We try to seek out
Fashion Fair Cosmetics month. The magazine is no
good things, even when
longer published.
and a book division.
everything seems bad,"
Besides his wife,
Bom Jan. 19, 1918, in Ar
Johnson once said in ex
Johnson
is survived by a
kansas City, Ark., Johnson
plaining the magazine's
daughter,
Linda Johnson
moved to Chicago with his
purpose. "We look for br
family at age 15. After Rice, president of Johnson
eakthroughs, we look for
graduating from public Publishing.
people who have made it,
The Rev. Jesse Jackson
schools, Johnson attended
who have succeeded ag
said
Johnson gave blacks
the University of Chicago
ainst the odds, who have
the
first
mirror to see them
and Northwestern Un
proven somehow that long
selves "as a people of dig
iversity.
shots do come in."
While working at the nity, a people with intelli
Chicago Sun-Times
black-owned Supreme Life gence and beauty."
columnist Laura Wa
"John Johnson ch
Insurance Co., where he
shington said it became a
anged
black America for
started as a clerk, Johnson
point of pride for blacks to
the
good
and we are all
founded Johnson Pu
display the magazines on
blishing Co. in 1942. Ifs indebted to his example,"
their coffee tables.
first magazine was Negro Jackson said. "A giant has
"It was a symbol of the
Digest, a journal that con gone to rest."
emergence of the black mi-

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU
TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE
IN THE PERFECT POSI
TION
TO PRAY!

Take Your

Burdens to
the Lord
and Leave
Them

There!

Bassist Al McKibbon brought a masterly fusion of jazz
and Latin music to the George Shearing quintet and other
groups in the l940s and 1950s. McKibbon died July 29,
at age 86. One of the last great string bass players from
the bebop era, he was little known publicly but was
famous among musicians.
(AP Photo/Bassland.net,ho)

LOS ANGELES (AP)-. McKibbon died of kidney
- Al McKibbon, a bassist failure July 29 at Good Swho brought a masterly- amaritan Hospital, said
fusion of jazz and Latin Gary Chen-Stein, a close
music to the George Sh friend.
earing quintet and other
One of the last great st
groups in the 1940s and ring bass players from the
'50s, has died. He Was 86.
bebop era, he was little

known publicly but was
famous among musicians
and had performed with the
likes of Dizzy Gillespie,
Miles Davis and Th
elonious Monk, Chen-Stein
said Saturday.
"He merged Afro-Cu
ban and black jazz. His
bass line became standard,"
Chen-Stein said. "His con
tribution
in jazz
is
immeasurable. He's got
fans all over the world."
Bom in Chicago to a
musical family, Alfred Be
njamin McKibbon grew up
in Detroit and began learn
ing the bass at his brother's
urging. He played local
nightclubs while in high
school and in 1943 was
hired by bandleader Luck
Millinder and moved to
New York. There, he pl
ayed with leading jazz fig
ures such as saxophonist
Coleman Hawkins.
He later appeared with
Gillespie's big band, where
he became interested in La
tin music. Gillespie was
experimenting with com
bining jazz and Afro-Cu
ban rhythms at the time.
"I began to feel that

the Cubans were as close as
you could come to African
culture because they still
practiced the roots of our
music," McKibbon wrote
in the afterword to the 2002
book "Latin Jazz: The Pe
rfect Combination."
He brought those sen
sibilities to his work with
Shearing.
McKibbon moved to
Los Angeles in 1958 and
played in the staff orches
tras of CBS and NBC, for
movie soundtracks and on
albums by Frank Sinatra,.
Randy Newman, Sammy
Davis Jr. and others. He
also played on Davis' "The
Complete Birth of the
Cool" recordings.
He appeared oh Mo
nk's final recording in 1971
and toured with Monk and
Gillespie as the Giants of
Jazz that year and the next:
In 1989, he was part of
the orchestra for the Br
oadway revue "Black and
Blue."
Ghen-Stein said Mc
Kibbon is survived by two
daughters.

GOD HATH NOT PROMISED
God hath not promised skies
always blue
Flower-strewn pathways
all our lives through;
God hath not promised sun
without rain,
Joy without sorrow, peace
without pain.

But God hath promised strength
for the day,
Rest for the labor, light for the way,
Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, undying love...
"It's all taken care of
PRAYER
HELPS!

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Solidarity Sunday At New Philadelphia

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"The earth is the Lord’s,
and all its fullness, the
world and those who dwell
therein. Psalm 24:1"
The Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church Family under the
leadership
of
Pastor
Clarence A. Williams wel

come you to God’s house
this Sunday for Worship
Services. We are always
happy to receive quest, and
visitors at any of our serv
ices. The teachings of the
Word, songs of praise and
worship and the .inspiring
messages will help you
along this spiritual journey.
Join us as we endeavor to
learn more of God’s Word

and strive to be more
Christ-like. Our early
morning services begin at
7;30a.m., followed by
Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Come grow and glow as we
share the Word of God one
with another. At 11. a.m.,
we’ll participate, in our
Contemporary Worship:
Join us for a hallelujah
good time as- we lift high
the name of Jesus.
The Richardson Spe
cial Chorus will minister in
song through out the . day.
Come prepared to give
glory, to God saints.
Other ministries include:
• Monday - BibleStudy, 6

p.m.
• Wednesday - Early mo
rning prayer 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11
a.m.;
• Hour of Prayer, 6 p.m.;
Hour of Power, 7 p.m.
If you’re in need of a
mid-week lift, join us
for two power-packed
hours. Your heart will
be encouraged arid your
. spirit revived
and
renewed!
Upcoming events:
• Aug. 13 - Sons of Allen
Prayer Breakfast
• Aug. 16 - Sons of Allen
- Baseball Outing
• Aug. 21 - Harvest Day /

Adam & Eve Cook-Off
(after 11:00 a.m. wor
ship service)
• Aug. 28 - District
Worship Service, St.
Mark, St. Petersburg,,

Florida
Looking for a church
home? We extend an invita
tion to you to join us!
We as a church share The
Love of God; We’d Love
To Have You!
Thought for the week:
"No Jesus, No peace.
Know
Jesus,
Know
Peace!"
Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

Pentecostal Temple COGIC
"Letz Get 'Krunk for
Christ!" Our 2005 back-toschool Youth Explosion
was a great success!
Sunday night’s kick-off
session was filled with
excitement and anticipa
tion. Youth from St. Pe
tersburg, Tampa and the
surrounding areas blessed
us with their presence and
praise as they exalted the
name of the Lord. Many
parents were also available
to meet the new principal
of John Hopkins Middle
School, Mrs. Maureen Th
ornton. The introduction of
Mrs. Thornton was given

by Mr. Leslie Hopkins, son
of Mr. John Hopkins for
whom the school 'was
named: Mrs. Thornton’s
greetings and words: to the
community were filled
With excitement and com
mitment to our community
for quality education.
Youth Explosion 2005
was well attended each
night. Pastor Okoye-and
Elder Kay Morgan minis
tered under a powerful
anointing from the Word, of
God on issues that affect
the lifestyles and commit
ment of our youth (and
everyone present) in their

walk of salvation. Souls
were saved and challenged
to establish and maintain a
relationship with Christ
that will help them to be
victorious in godly living.
A witness of new life in
Christ was,, manifested as
several persons brought
and gave up CD collections
to be destroyed. The final
highlight of Youth Ex
plosion- 2005 was the min
istry of the Grace Com
munity Bible Church Youth
Praise Team and High
Praise Choir from St.
Louis, Missouri during our
Morning Worship Service

this past Sunday. Brother
Erik Brooks gave a won
derful testimony of faith
and praise in the midst of.
unfavorable circumstances.
Pastor William An
derson went forth in a pow
erful way usipg the subject
of "The Perfect Sacrifice"
and
promoting
our
response
of
"Perfect
Praise." The Holy Com
munion was administered
with rejoicing. The Pres
ence of the Lord was great
and we were richly blessed
through these worship
experiences.

"United as one body,

of God. There are classes

sioriist and Bobbie Tampa,

nings? Here is another op

one

available for all ages. Bring

directress. The Bread of
Life will be served by our

portunity to taught and

Spirit-filled pastor; the Rev.

The Bible teaches us

in

the entire family!

hope.','

worship

James Nelson. Returning to

tions are given to members

will

commences at 11:30, and

college for sophomore year

for their faithful participa

observe “Solidarity Su

Wisdom School at 10:30

was Jerold Robinson, son

tion in last Sunday’s appre

nday” with a continuing

a.m.

of James and Joyce Ro

ciation given to church

binson. Rachel Cato, da

family; by pastor and fami

New

Philadelphia

focus on what Roman 15

A hearty welcome and

refers to as one mouth and

Godly thanksgiving for the

ughter of Frances

and

ly.* Sincere gratitude is

one mind. This observance

recent visit of Edward Co

Russell Cato, is completing

expressed to members for

is being held to again re

nyers to church family. He

summer school ancbprepar-

their total participation in

mind members of impor

is stationed in Iraq and was

ing for her return to . col

church family life, both

tance of spiritual unity and

home to spend time with

lege.

individually and collective

double-minded.

mother, Brenda Nelson and

not

be

Family, Travelers’

Constance Samuels will be

Choir and Praise Team,

celebrating her birthday

Glorious

and the release of her first

Ministry, Tribe, Travelers’

Rest Youth Dancers, Mt.

entire community to come

Church Choir, Mt. Zion

out and celebrate in this

A.M.E.

most special occasion.

Love Unlimited and a spe

since October 2003, but

Primitive Baptist Church,

through it all she has held

along with his..two sisters’,

on to her faith and by His

Teresa Johnson and Latoya

grace she has endured.

Adams.
Pastor Samuels will

Pastor Samuel gives all
thanks and glory to the
Almighty God for the

things he has done in this

process. Please come out to,
witness the testimony for
this great test.

learn the Word of God.

Crown Financial Min
istry - For more informa
tion on handling your fi
nances according to the

der the music. Our dynam

tism and Communion) will

availeth much." Join the

class, CALL Deacon Joe

ning always begin with

ic music team consists of.

also be observed this Sum

saints in. prayer on Thurs

Mitchell at (727) 867-

Sunday School. God has

Michael McKenny as min

blessed us with some awe

ister of music, Vernard

Why - riot join us our

begins at 11 a.m. Come,

some teachers who are

McKenny as accompanist,

Prayer Meetings and Bible

help us lift up the name of

equipped to teach the Word

Marcus Childs as percus-

Studies' on Tuesday eve

Jesus.

day mornings. Prayer Band

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

that you come and see what
the Lord is doing for our
church , congregation and
all of God's people. We ask
that you respect the church
of God and come in and fe
llowship with us. Dr. Evans
will render the message
from God!!

30.

Thank you for all who
showed thoughts of expres
sion, concern and sympa
thetic and empathetic love
for our Pastor and his farri-

www.fmbctheship.org to
find out what our church is
doing .We also would like
to ask you to check your
bulletins for current events
happening the church for
the month of August.
We are preparing for
the Pastor's and First La
dy's 8th Anniversary at Fr
iendship M.B.C.It is a bl-

Choir,

Adams from the St. John

Sunday morning. The mor

praise unto Zion Hill and
the 2nd Sunday ushers will
serve in ministry. We ask

Church

suffered major sickness

enrollment into the next

week.
First Worship Ex
perience begins at 7:45
a.m. with the Deacon's ren
dering devotion unto God.
The male Chorus will sing

Baptist

cial salute from Pastor Ben

prayers of the righteous

prayerfully invite you to
•attend worship services wi
th us and feast on the good
ness of the Lord. We also
invite you to all church-re
lated function's during the

Primitive

has

Pastor Samuels

nances of the church (Bap

ily and sister in the loss,oftheir young child/nephew..
It is never easy, or comfort
ing despite our faith to loss
a child to GOD! ! However,
God' does know best .He is
resting in the bosom of our
God NOW!! Also, for all
other who has lost loved
ones at all this past year,
our hearts and prayers are
with you.
We have many events
coming up at Friendship,
and ask that all people of
God go to the website at

Dance

Zion

ship with us each and every

A second service will
be held at 10:45 a.m., wh
ere we greet o-ne another
in the name of Jesus Christ
and His love for u-s!!!!!
There are plenty of seats at
both the 7:45 a.m. service
and the 10:45 a.m. service.
Sunday School General As
sembly begins promptly at
9:30 a.m. If y-u plan to att
end Sunday School, please
show respect to the auth
ority o-ver the Sunday Sc
hool program and go to
class!! We are th-ere to
learn of the . Lord and not
so-cialize on- ly!
There will be no GIMS
training or Youth En
richment Hour until Aug.

Praise

Rest

Grace." She is inviting the

that the "effectual fervent

Dr. John Evans, Sr.,
first family and friendship
Missionary Baptist Church

of Ceremony; The Walker

C.D., entitled "By His

Carlos L. Senior. The ordi

day.

ly-

ST. PETERSBURG On Sunday, Aug. 14, Pastor

gins at 10:30. The New
Hope Mass Choir will ren

family invites you’to wor

Christian commenda-

The Rev. Dr. Constance D. Samuels C.D.
Release Celebration

Word of' God, please call
for more information and

Praise'and. worship be1

The New Hope Church

Mid-morning

Pastor Constance Samuels

This celebration will
be held at-Travelers’ Rest

p.m. Guests will include:'
Music Master Pastor Der

Missionary Baptist Church,
2183 - 22nd Ave. S. at 4

rick Isham, who will render
song and preside as Master

offer several renditions of
songs from her new C.D.,
so fasten your seat belt and

get ready for the ride of a
lifetime!

Mt. Zion Progressive M.B. Church

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
by one spirit,

The church family of

essing and an honor when a
man of GOD has survived
8 years at any, church for
today in the 21st century
the average time for a pas
tor over any church in any
religion is 3 1/2 years. Co
me and help us give double
honor to the man who has
not fallen back on his min
istry for God, the Master
arid Jesus Christ!! Me
etings are held on Mon's
around 7
p.m.
Hear YE Hear YE!!if
you are single, our Singles
Ministry will be taking a
cruise on the’ Starlite
princess coming up in Sep
tember of this year. If you
are single and want to learn
what God wills for your
life as a single person, pl
ease contact Sis Sharon Wi
lson, president at (727) 9068300 mon-fri 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

1022 - 20th St. S. If you or
someone you know has an

The Mt. Zion Reading
and Math Enhancement
Program i.s in desperate
need of Volunteers; Inter
ested parties please call
(727) 823-4085, ext. 808,

yoUf GED, arid earn an
opportunity to be selected
to win a free computer. For
further information, please
contact George B. Smith at
(727) 894-4311, ext. 302.

Mt. Zion Progressive

and leave a message.

Mt. Zion Human Ser

Missionary Baptist Church

vices, Inc. provides after

is located at 955 - 20th St.

Mt. Zion provides be
fore and-aftercare for 5 -12

school training & tutoring

S., St. Petersburg. For more

services for youth ages 14-

information, please call

year olds. For more infor

18 through the Youth Op

(727) 894-4311.

mation, call Jan Smith

portunity Center. The-pro

New scouts are always wel

(727) 894-431.1 ext. 401.

gram assists in FCAT,

come! Contact Scoutmaster

Transportation

.be

Ellis at (727) 864-3727.

available but limited.

ACT/SAT prep, earn your
high school diploma, earn

0922.
The Boy Scouts will
meet every Monday at 7

p.m., on the third floor.

addiction, please contact
Minister Keith Murphy,

will

10th Street Church Of God
Men's
Day
The program

If you have any questions

worship located at 207

Annual
Program.

10th St. N., St. Petesburg,

was to be held Sunday

the Men of the 10th Street
Church of God, along with

please call the 10th Street
Church of God at (727)

4 p.m.; featuring attorney

Pastor Ronald Bell, had

Darryl

scheduled a public invita

fortunately, this event has

tion to their upcoming 5th

been cancelled.

With their place of

Aug. 14, and beginning at
Rouson.

Un

or need more information,

898-9407 or call Marcus
Brown, MCG president, at

(727) 323 - 3768.

NO
JESUS,
NO
PEACE

CUCA Reunion Aims For New Members With
Potluck Supper
Bring a dish to share,

to former, current and new

share common aspirations

Morgenstein, Temple Beth-

and they’ll provide the bev

congregations Interested in

for our neighborhoods and

El,' will talk about where

erages, paper plates, cups

community outreach arid

our city, states the CUCA.

CU.CA is going.

and plastic ware!

interfaith relations.

Together, we can make a

Whether or not you or

your congregation have

briefly

difference in pur communityl

include Pinellas County

Jim Barrens, former

the past, they look forward

The
United

Congregations

for

Community

Action (CUCA) are calling

on

your

support!

On

Special guest sched
uled

to '-speak

School

Board

Member

lead

organizer

of

been involved in CUCA in

the

to getting to know you! The

Saturday, Aug. 20, Prayer

Mary Brown, and Chair of

CUCA, will share the his

CUCA encourages you to

Tower COGIC, located at

the St. Petersburg Martin

tory arid purpose of the

meet old friends and make

S., St

Luther King, Jr. Comm

group. Current co-chairs,

new friends at this inter-

the organiza

emorative Committee, Bill

the-Rev. Curtiss Long, pas

faith gathering.

Packer.

tor of New Faith Free Me

Please

1137

37th St.

Petersburg,

tion will host a potluck

supper and is reaching out

GOD IS THE ONLY ONE
IN A POSITION TO LOOK
DOWN ON SOMEONE.

C.A.R.E.
Ministry
(Choosing Addiction Re
covery Efforts), will meet
every Tuesday at 7 p.m: at
the Youth House located at

As people of faith, we

thodist Church, and Harvey

R.S.V.P.

by

Aug. 17 at (727) 822-0784.

WHEN YOU’RE DOWN TO NOTHING.
GOD IS UP TO SOMETHING!
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Award-Winning Mary Mary Debuts On
Both Gospel And Pop Charts

It's The First Anniversary For The BeBe
Winans Radio Show!

Eagerly-Awaited New Album Achieves Best Week's Sales Of Duo's Career

Winans, seen here (above), has played host to
the likes of stars such as (right, clockwise)
Oprah Winfrey, Yolanda Adams, and Donnie
McCIurkin, to name a few.

The BeBe Winans Radio
Show celebrates its one year
anniversary on the air this
August 14-15. Since its debut
in August of2004, it’s been the
most successful launch of any
Contemporary Gospel or
Urban radio show ever. The

show is heard in over 75 mar
kets, including WBLS in New
York City and The Beat in Los
Angeles. This marks the first
time an Urban or Gospel radio
program has ever been cleared
in 68 out of the top 75, on sec
ular and Gospel radio stations.

The program also reaches an
international audience, airing
in Nigeria and Jamaica.
Each and every week,
R&B and Gospel superstar
BeBe Winans hosts a very spe
cial three hour program com
plete with exclusive interviews,
the biggest hits of the format,
unique features, and superstar
surprise guests from the worlds
of music and entertainment.
Oprah Winfrey, Donnie Mc
CIurkin, Fred Hammond, and
Yolanda Adams, are just a few
of BeBe’s superstar friends who have joined him on the
show.
Also available is a two
hour version of the long-form
show and a companion piece, a

daily short form feature titled
"A Moment of Inspiration with
BeBe Winans," where you can
hear uplifting stories from the
greats in music, sports, telev
ision, film, and entertainment.
You can also listen to rebroad
casts of the show 24-7 at
www.BeBeRadio.com.

Gibson Asked To
Recreate 'Passion*

The Kingly Law
According to the
Scriptures
“For the Word of God is
alive and exerts power,
and is sharper than any
two-edged sword, and
pierces even to the divid
ing of soul and spirit, and
of joints and their mar
row, and is able to discern
thoughts and intentions
of the heart.”
Hebrew 4:12

SYDNEY,

Australia

set, and would end with the

(AP) - Hollywood actor-

crucifixion of Christ at St.

director Mel Gibson has

Mary's Cathedral, accord

been asked to recreate the

ing to bid documents the

crucifixion of Jesus Christ

newspaper said it obtained.

in the streets of Sydney if

The Archbishop of Sydney,

the city is selected to host a

George Pell,-told the news

major Catholic gathering in

paper that intermediaries

2008, a newspaper report
ed Saturday.

had "started approaches" to
Gibson to stage the event.

Gibson's staging of the
Stations of the Cross, a live
interpretation of Christ's
final hours, would be part
of a bid by the city to

Gibson's involvement with
World Youth Day was on
the city's "wish list," Pell
said.

Catholic

"He might well be
attracted. I think his devo

Church's World Youth Day

tion to Christ is very real,"

secure
in

2008,

the
the

Sydney

Morning Herald reported.

he said.
The venue for the 2008

The crucifixion reenact

gathering,

ment -- similar to scenes

attract

from Gibson's hugely suc

400,000 young Catholics

cessful film "The Passion

from 160 countries, will be

of the Christ" — would

announced

begin with the Last Supper

Benedict XVI on Aug. 21,

staged at Sydney's land

in Cologne, Germany, the

mark Opera House at sun-

newspaper said

expected

an

to

estimated

by

Pope

Erica and Tina Campbell of Mary Mary

NEW
YORK
Recently, the Grammy
winning R&B/gospel duo
Mary Mary crossed over
into Top 10 pop territory as
the group's self-titled new
album debuts at #8 on the
Billboard Top 200 best
selling album chart.
For the week of July
24, Mary Mary also bullet
ed from #137 to #4 on the
R&B album sales chart and
debuted
at
#1
on
Billboard's Gospel album

sales chart and Co
ntemporary Christian Mu
sic charts.
Released on July 19,
Mary Mary has already ac
hieved the highest chart po
sition on the Top 200 in the
group's career. Mary Ma
ry's previous albums—
2000's Thankful and 2002's
Incredible - peaked at #59
and #20, respectively.
With first week's sales
of 56,887, according to
SoundScan, Mary Mary

has achieved the best sales
week of the duo's career
and, as it debuts at #1 on
the Billboard Gospel chart,
becomes the best-selling
Gospel debut of 2005.
"Heaven," the first sin
gle from Mary Mary, has
been making history and
breaking chart records,
most notably an unprece
dented 9 week run as the #1
record on Billboard's Go
spel Radio chart, the first
and only single to run 8
consecutive weeks or lo
nger at #1. "Heaven" was
also a #1 R&R Gospel Ra
dio Single and hit the #3
slot on the Billboard Bu
bbling Under - Hot R&B
Singles chart.
Erica
and
Tina
Campbell are Mary Mary,
two real-life sisters who
hae brought revolutionary
R&B, urban and hip-hop
elements to the world of
contemporary
gospel
music.
Mary Mary , the duo's
new album, features guest
artist Kirk Franklin. The
album's first single is "He
aven," produced by Warryn

Campbell. (Erica's husba
nd, Warryn Campbell he
lmed the first two Mary
Mary albums, the RIAA
gold- and platinum-certi
fied "Thankful" and the
RIAA gold-certified "In
credible").
Growing
up
in
Inglewood, California, Er
ica and Tina first sang pub
licly in the local church
choir and received their
first break in 1998 with a
song on the "Prince of Eg
ypt" soundtrack.
In 2000, Mary Mary's
platinum debut album,
Thankful-featuring the hit
"Shackles (Praise You)'' earned numerous awards
including a Grammy for
Best Contemporary Gospel
Album and three Dove
Awards, six Stellar Awards,
a Lady of Soul Award, a So
ul
Train
Award..
"Incredible," their second
album, became the nation's
#1 Top Christian Album in
2002 and featured the Dove
Award-winning hits "In The Morning" and "Thank YFranklin.

Black Preachers Embrace Homosexuality As
Another of God's Works
by David B, Caruso
Associated Press Writer
NEW YORK (AP)~
The words that the Rev.
James A. Forbes chose to
share with the roomful of
black gay and lesbian faith
ful might have come
straight from the civil ri
ghts struggles of the l960s.
Forbes reminded his
listeners that discrimina
tion has no place in this
world and urged them to
lay down the notion put
forward by some black
ministers that they are less
favored by God.
"Your job is to get up
every day and be grateful
to God for your DNA,"
Forbes said. "It took an
artist divine to make this
design!"

Forbes, senior minister at
the Riverside Church, was
among several religious
leaders and politicians who
attended a revival meeting
Sunday aimed at counter
ing what organizers said
was a surge in anti-gay
rhetoric coming from pul
pits in conservative parish
es.
The program for the
event bore the pictures of
10 black men and women
who were murdered, or
severely injured, in recent
years in attacks believed to
have been motivated by
their sexual orientation.
Manhattan
Borough
President C. Virginia
Fields likened the treat
ment of homosexuals today
to the discrimination she

faced growing up black in
the old South, and Arun
Gandhi, a grandson of
Mohandas Gandhi, drew
parallels to the repression
once experienced by non
white citizens in South
Africa.
Religious conserva
tives have chafed at similar
comparisons between the
gay rights movement, and
civil rights struggles of the
past.
The issue has been an
especially sensitive one in
some predominantly black
congregations, where pas
tors have maintained that
homosexuality is a sin or a
social disorder that should
not be compared with race
or ethnicity.
Last winter, hundreds

of black clergy attended
summits aimed at opposing
gay marriage held in cities
across the country. The
Rew Martin Luther King
Jr.'s youngest daughter
even led a march through

Atlanta to advocate a ban
on gay marriage.
Speaking
at
the
Riverside Church, the Rey.
Cari Jackson of the Center
of Spiritual Light said
some conservative black
clergy had, perhaps unin
tentionally, incited hate
against lesbians arid gays
by repeatedly condemning
them as sinners.
"Like our slave ances
tors," Jackson said, "we
are being spiritually, psy
chologically and physical
ly abused,"

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH
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955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

•Ma

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?
Looking for
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.

Wei. Come to the House of God.

The House of God
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
bishop johnny

tsiDie stuay

WILLIAMS and wife, LADY
CALQUETTA WILLIAMS
Daughters of Zion Women s Ministry •
Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Mondays - 7:30 P.M.
Praise & Worship Joy Night

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Service

Sunday Available for Service

Church: 813-248-1907

Pastor Johnny I. Williams, Jr.

3403 N. 34th Street

bishopwilliamstampa@hotmail.com

Tampa, FL 33605

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

None
Is
Perfect
But
The
Father!

Sunday School .................8:00 a.m.
Worship Service...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Saiyt John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, EL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services: Early Morning

-

8:00 am

Church School

-

9:45 am

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Mid-Morning 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Greater Sf. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School

............... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night

General Bible Study

Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde Williams

M/e welcome you at all times.

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North,St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
.Church School ................................9;00 A.M
New Member Class ............................ 9:oo A.M
Morning Worship .............................. 10:30 A.M
Prayer / Bible Study ......................Tuesday 7:00 PM
Youth Bible Study k...................... Thursday 6:00 PM

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 11- 17. 2005

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Davis
Memorial Baptist Church
E

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services
Sunday School

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

Pastor
Sunday School........................................... 9:30am
MomingWorship....................................... 11:00am

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Evening Service.:...................... .................. 6:00pm
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

Community (Hfyurclj

7:30pm

Wednesday.

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

1|

2700 5th Ave. So., St.
Petersburg, Fla.

8:00 am* 11:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
Bible Study

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
;■

Early Morn'n8 Worship ...................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..................................,. .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
IwbmHr
Vintage Bible Study ........................ 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
~
Prayer Service..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service........................... ....................7:00 p.m.
Pastor
• All Male Bible Study, Thursday ........................ 6:30 p.m.
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday

• 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

727-327-2009

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin.......................................................
. Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry . . ................................................ ............................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry..............................................................
Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry................................................... .................................................. Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

Pentecostal Teipple Ckurck of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m
11 ;00 a.m
7:30 p.m
7:30 p.m
5:45 a.m

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-0784

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School..................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship............................................. 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer........................... 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.................... 7:30 p.m.

"ft church working togetherfor the upbuilding ofQods kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith

F

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mld-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

B
C

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street

The church where what God s word teaches
15 practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

SI MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

(727) 906-8300

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Schedule of Services
Church School ...................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........... .5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday .............9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown;

Church Of God In Christ

“One week,from cfiurcfi makes one weak.”

OrdainedMissionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Caff: 727 895-5239

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Friendship
Missionary Baptist

M
UZ

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Qteateb King
J4 'Woman fifter

Qods

Cafffor Prayers &
Testimonies

Own Heart...

•

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
Church School................... 9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m:
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
(formerly Childs Park United Methodist Church)
Telephone #: (727) 327-0015 • Fax #; (727) 327-0021

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

fefr-

Early Morning Worship............................................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School....................................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship......................................... ,................ 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.................................................... 4:30 p.m.
Communion....... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.............................................. ,....................7:30 p.m.

Rev. G. M. Curry

6

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006
Sunday Morning Bible Class
Sunday Morning Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Sunday Evening Worship
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Gltunak
2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Spiritualty Connected

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Sunday

. 9:00 a.m.
0:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

8am, 10am MomingWorship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration
Monday

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer
Wednesday

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.

Thursday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
(727)896-5228

First Baptist institutional Church
3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-751 8

lll»,

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

drning

a.m.

Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the

First Baptist Family

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.

Partners in Ministry

Pastor

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sunday School. - 9:30

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

6am Prayer

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Sunday Services:

Church School.............................9am
Praise & Worship Service ....10:30am

Your Church Ad Could Be

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service..................... 6:30pm
Bible Study.................................7pm

Here Working Bor You!

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

us as we (ift up the name ofJesus

Email Your Ad to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS..-get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

City of Tampa Bid Notice

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
. Affordable
Life*Health«Dental*Vision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

i

Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545

Bids will be received no later than 1 30 p.m. on September 6, 2005 for the following Projcct(s):
(Documents will be available August 17. 2005. $20 Deposit each. Call 813 274-8456 to confirm.)

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-77; PROJECT: PW 6219; Cable Communications Building Roof Improvements ESTIMATE: SI 35,000
SCOPE: Replacement of built-up roofs and asphalt shingle roofs, including demolition, providing lightweight insulating con
crete with modified bitumen membrane roofing, asphalt shingles, metal coping, Hashing and trim PRE-BID CONFERENCE:
Tuesday, August 23, 2005, 2:00p.m. A site visit is mandatory. One is scheduled for 3p.m. on Tuesday and one scheduled for
10a.m. Wednesday, August 24, 2005
,

r

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-78; PROJECT: PW6216; Electronics Facility Fire Suppression System Improvements ESTIMATE:
SI 19,000 SCOPE: Installation of new- FM200 and pre-action piped sprinkler systems, which includes devices such as valves,
sprinklers, release panels, heat detectors, wiring and testing PRE-BID CONFERENCE: Tuesday, August 23, 2005, 2:30p.m.
CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-79; PROJECT: PW6215; Fire Station 4 Roof Replacement ESTIMATE: SI68,437 SCOPE: Removal
of existing clay tile roof and installation of new 1 " high scam metal roof, flashing, drip edges, ridge cap PRE-BID CON
FERENCE: Tuesday, August 23, 2005, 2:00p.m.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

Lifting spirits...
I Enrichinq careers

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-81; PROJECT: PW6255; Construction Services Center First Floor Improvements ESTIMATE:
$60,000 SCOPE: Selective demolition, cutting and patching; providing wall, ceiling, floor, door and window modifications;
providing finishes and cabinetry; providing related mechanical, fire protection and electrical modifications PRE-BID CON
FERENCE: Tuesday, August 23,2005,2:30p.m. BIDDERS FOR THIS PROJECT MUST BE ON THE CITY’S LIST OF CER
TIFIED SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (SBE).

We have career opportunities

Bids will be opened in the 4th Floor Conference Room, Tampa Municipal Office Building, 306 E. Jackson Street, Tampa,
Florida 33602. Pre-Bid Conference is held at the same location unless otherwise indicated. Plans and Specifications for this
work may be examined at the City of Tampa’s Contract Administration Department, 306 E. Jackson Street, 4th Floor North,
Tampa, Florida 33602. Copies may be obtained upon payment of the refundable deposit indicated for each set. Deposits are
refunded if documents are returned in good condition within 15 days after bid opening. Deposits should be in the form of sep
arate-checks for each project. Copies of Standard Contract Forms and Provisions (a part of the Contract Documents, but may
not reprinted in the Specifications) are available upon request. Mailing is available for an additional charge of $10.00 per' set.
Check should be made payable to the City of Tampa. Subcontracting opportunities may exist for City certified Womcn/Minority
Business Enterprises (W/MBE’s). A copy of the current W/MBE directory may be obtained at www.Tampagov.net. Phone (813)
274-8456 for assistance. For Technical Questions: Fax 813/274-8080.

araifabie foe

RNs * LPNs
Florida licensure required

CNAs/MHAs
Rorida certification required
the

HR Dept. at (727) 688-2953 for at'
application or email:
careers@thehospice.org

DIM 2-1-1

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER BY

www.thehospice.org

PATRONIZING OUR ADVERTISERS!

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's
provides information &

referrals oh local
unteer opportunities, dona

tion referrals, and crisis

www.bbrinson.apexlendingxotnOapexlending.
com
bbrinson.8pexlanding.cain

APEX Corporate: 877.273.9536

Budget Manager
$58,299 - $87,420
CLOSE: 09-07-05The City of St. Petersburg, Florida is seeking an innovative pro
fessional to assist the Budget and Management Director in the
development, preparation and oversight of the City's operating
and capital improvement budgets. The Budget Manager plays a
key role as the #2 person in the Budget and Management
Department and must be capable of directly interacting effec
tively with the Mayor, City Council and members of the City's
management staff. The City of St. -Petersburg operates under a
Strong Mayor form of government and has an operating budget
of $529 million for the current fiscal year.

Candidates should have a four year degree in finance, econom
ics, accounting, public administration or a related field with at
least five years of relevant budget experience in a public sector
jurisdiction, including supervisory experience. Strong technical
skills in revenue forecasting, statistical analysis and/or program
evaluation are desired, as is the ability to communicate technical
information effectively to a wide range of audiences. Preference
may be given to candidates with experierice in Oracle eBusiness
software financial applications.

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE
WORKING
FOR YO U!

Wrettlg ChalUnger

intervention/problem-solv-

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

EEO/DFWP

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way.to supplement your income...
You Gould Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

health/human services, vol

St Petersburg,, FL 33713

Cell: 727-215-3048

Send resume to: City of St. Petersburg, Employment Div. 1 4th
St No 4th Floor, St. Pete, FL 33701 or apply on-line at
www.stpete.org/iobs Office hours: Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays only between 8AM-4:30PM.

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

only 24-hour program that

LOAN OFF1CER

3530 first Avene North «11

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-76; PROJECT: PW5058; Whiting Street Garage Lighting Improvements ESTIMATE: $85,000
SCOPE: Removal of existing lighting system, installation of new lighting systems, with new light fixtures, wiring, conduit RE
BID CONFERENCE: Tuesday, August 23, 2005, 2:30p.m. BIDDERS FOR THIS PROJECT MUST BE ON THE CITY’S
LIST OF CERTIFIED SMALL' BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (SBE).

The Hospice of the Florida Suncoast
has been honored to tews our
community for nearly 30 yeats. Come
and find the satisfaction of sharing
your talent and skills as part of an
organization that oilers a wide array
of programs and sendees tor at!
Pinellas residents'

for coftsMeretM please

BENNIE J. BRINSON
Office: 727 209-1685
Fax: 727-328-9545

CONTRACT NO.: 5-C-75; PROJECT: PW6753; Henry and Ola Playground - Shelter Replacement ESTIMATE: $50,000
SCOPE: Selective demolition, cutting and patching; providing masonry columns, wood-framed hip roof structure and shingle
roofing; providing soffits, ceilings, trim and finishes; providing related electrical modifications PRE-BID CONFERENCE:
Tuesday, August 23, 2005, 2:30p.m. BIDDERS FOR THIS PROJECT MUST BE ON THE CITY’S LIST OF CERTIFIED
SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (SBE).

Touching fives...

THERE IS ONLY ONE
RACE IN THIS WORLD THE HUMAN RACE

^MIMING
\ _______lnf

ing counseling for individu

Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

als. Cell phone users must

(727) - 822-8996

dial (727) 562-1542.

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Buying a Home? Renting? Equity Loan Investing? See our Real Estate Listing!
Three "Roses’ at Every Closing
MLS^r

SELLER

BUYER

BROKER

TRIPLE ROSE REALTY
''

X

T32O Pio«l5as Point Dr. So.

Keller Williams golf coast realty

Complete Real Estate Services or Refenals
Mordecai Walker, Broker

St" FelersburS F!- 33705

Merritt Thomas Williams, Broker
Summer Williams Watson. Realtor

cell: 727-804 4798
REALTOR, REGISTERED APPRAISER

13700PARK Blvd.
SEMINOLE FL 33766
PHONE: 727 398 3400
FAX:
7273980044

Cell 727-439-6567

727-550B815

E-Mail 3rosereaJfy@verizon.net

Fax

Vjncent Ross

office:

Phone 727-6966543

7278663699

(727) 578-1495
(727) 867-0052

"ff

IB

‘

(727) 639-2694
(800) 760-1495
(727) 579-9397
578-6113
MainLakes@aol.com

MAINLANDS-LAKES REALTY, INC.
4501-B Mainlands Blvd. • Pinellas Park, FL 33782

231 Driftwood Road S.E.

St. Petersburg, FL33705

home phone:

OFFICE
RESIDENCE
MOBILE
TOLL FREE
FAX:
24-HR. INFO.
E-Mail

POB Mortgage

GULF COfeT

The "PaM 0( Ba^nnlngr a* yow motaap* naartt.

EMAIL: ROSSV2000@YAHOO.COM

INSPECTION SERVICES, INC.
Phone (727) 398-3994 « Fax (727) 391-6684
17737 Long Point Drive • Radinglon Shores, FL 33708
szinunerOtainpab8y.rr.oom

Loan Officer

Bekab Loans

ASCiwMConMOand

Contauetlon Loan*

Home Equity Line of Credit
Fixed Rate Home Equity Loan

Etna#: leste«Rpotenortq«» com
1081 - 82nd Ave S. Skyway Raza
Wab Site: Mww.pobnxxtoage.com
St Petersburg. FL 33705
offleo: 727.MS.0313 Fax 727.8M.66S4

STEVE ZIMMER
Cv«MhN»fl«

Apply on4Jn»

VALoan*
Lee H. Lester, Jr. OownPaymemAaslatance

ASHI Certflled Member #032188
SBCCI Certified Building inspector

Office: 727 J27 l234/Iax:727 J27 6/39

Bus: Phone: (727) 321-1212

We make home loans easy.

After Hours: (727) 347-6625

FAX: (727) 323-7584

■n

DESI CALDWELL MCCARTHY

ERA

REALTOR®

5201 Gulfport Boulevard
Gulfport, Florida 33707

IB. AttS

Munpuusrwflsfffwcts

.

Four to the door

The feor-step owtgage program’

Call now for a
pre-approval

decision

Karey Johnson
Real Estate Consultant
Isla Del Sol Sales Division

2900 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712-2552

REALTOR

(888) 307-8328

HI MBOB

Rigislcwd Heal (state 8iwr

Email: LBrownRlty@aol.com
LouBrownRealty@aol.com
After Hours: 727-866-9168

Realtor

Shoppers’ Village on the Bayway

59.01 Sun Boulevard, Suite 105

* ’

St. Petersburg, FL 33715
Office: 727.867.0161, Fax: 727.864.5697

HAVE A HOME TO SELL? INTERESTED IN RENTING? GET QUICK
RESULTS BY ADVERTISING WITH THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!
FOR AD RATES, CALL OUR OFFICES AT (727) 896-2922 TODAY!

Oeneral Repairs, Roofing, Hauling,
Ory-wall, Carpentry, Palntlnj,
Praaaure Cleaning, haatarlaj

kareyjohnson @ era.com
www.eracompass.com

ttl

Each£RA*orticeismdependent^ownedandopefated.

■H
ERA’

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Coniasi Wlllta

Fhoaie: 727S67-7242
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ENTERTAINMENT
Is 'Chappelle’s Show* Truly Over?

*106 & Park* Hosts Let Go

Known as two of BET network’s most popular
hosts, Free and A.J. had their last show on July 29.
NEW YORK (AP) The hosts of "106 & Park"
are both out after fiye years
with BET's most popular
series, with one suggesting
he was pushed out the door.
A.J. .and Free had their
last shows during the week
of July 31, and their exits
prompted an "overwhelm
ing" number of calls and emails from fans, a network
spokeswoman Said. The
popular music video and
interview show, which airs

weekdays for 90 minutes at
6 p.m. EST, is a cousin to
fellow Viacom network
MTV's "Total Request
Live."
A.J;. Calloway said he
was told by BET executive
Stephen Hill that the net
work's new head of pr
ogramming,
Reginald
Hudlin, was looking to ch
ange the face of the net
work.
With his contract up,
Calloway said he was off

AD DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M. MONDAY

ered a very brief extension
— no more than three
months. He felt he was be
ing given a message.
"After five years of gr
owing the show to what it
is today, it was basically a
no-brainer situation," he
said.
Hill, BET's executive
vice president for music
and entertainment pro
gramming, said Calloway
was never told he wasn't
wanted. He would not dis
cuss specifics of contract
talks.
"His announcement to
leave was a surprise be
cause we were in the
process of negotiations to
retain him, as we were with
Free," Hill said.
Said Calloway: "If
you're trying to aggressive
ly keep someone, you don't
offer them a month-tomonth contract."
Free, whose given
name is Marie Wright, did
hot immediately respond to
an e-mail message for com

ment.
The move prompted an
outcry from fans of" 106 &
Park," which is continuing
and may soon audition re
placement VJs.
"I assumed we were
going to get a number
calls, but we've actually
gotten an overwhelming
amount of phone calls and
e-mail," said BET sp
okeswoman Marcy Po
lanco. "A lot of them have
been from parents."
Hill said the'two hosts
"gave an amazing face to
our video programming
and our programming in
general. A.J. and Free are
stars, absolutely are stars."
Calloway said he's'looking
to stay in show business.
He's opening a restaurant in
Brooklyn this fall.
"I love and respect th
em for the opportunity they
have given me," he said.
"It's just it's, a hard exit. No
thing lasts forever."

Momentum Communications
For The Absolute Best Price/Service
• Consultation - System Design
• Replace or. Update Equipment
• Service Contracts
l-8bbW94»799 ext. 16 • Fax 813*977*5442
Ask for Ron

burned out and for some

"TV Guide." "It took me a

strange reason, it burned
out quick."

long time to be able to say

those words, but I can say it

of

Before You Buy or Lease
Any Phone System

arlie Murphy recently told

pretty easy now, because
it's the truth."
Chappelle’s

sudden

"spiritual retreat" to South
Africa on the eve of his

Comedy Central Ne
twork Chief Doug Her
zog met with Chappelle
oh June 3, but was been
their last com-munication.

NEW YORK (AP)’ -

Time to face the facts:

Dave Chappelle’s hit Co
medy Central series isn't

coming back, says one of
its stars.

" 'Chappelle’s Show' is oy
er, man. Deffte,"" cSmicT’h-

Comedy Central has
always said the door is

open for Chappelle to re
turn, spokeswoman Aileen
Budow said Wednesday.

show's third season has left

Network chief Doug
Herzog met with Chappelle

the series in limbo since

on June 3, but that has been

May. About half of a new

their last communication,

season had been filmed
before Chappelle left,

she said.

older

Charlie Murphy partic
ularly became famous
for his scenes with Dave
Chappelle as funk leg
end Rick James on the
"Chappelle; Show."

Murphy said.

brother of comic Eddie Murphy, said his two seasons

come from the next things I

"I'm disappointed it
ended the way it did, but

Murphy,

the

with Chappelle made him a
I'm not angry with any .star.

do; but 'Chappelle’s Show'

body," he said. " 'Chap-

always be grateful."

pelle's Show' was like the

"Now I can go out and
do stand-up," he said. "I'm

Tupac of TV shows. It

getting movie offers. It's

came out, it got ever

off the hook. Me getting to

ybody's attention, it was a

the next level or whatever's

bright shining star, but it

going to happen is going to

served its purpose and I'll

Eddie Murphy's Wife Files for Divorce
LOS ANGELES (AP)
- Actor-comedian Eddie
Murphy's wife fifed for
divorce last Friday, citing
irreconcilable differences,
his publicist confirmed.
Murphy and his wife,
Nicole, married in 1993
and have been separated
since July. They have four
daughters and one son,

ages 3 to 15, according to
divorce papers filed in
Los Angeles Superior
Court.
"The welfare of our
children is our main con
cern and their best interest
is our first priority," the
44-year-old actor said in a
statement issued through
his publicist; Paul Bloch.

The former "Saturday
Night Live" star's film
credits include the "Be
verly Hills Cop" and
"Shrek" movies, "The
Nutty Professor" and the
"Dr. Doolittle" movies
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"Left Hook" Lacy Makes It A TKO

LifeLine from

verizon

Save $13.50
Per Month
on your
Local Phone
Service

fight, -

Jeff Lacy, right, of St. Petersburg, Fla., lands a punch to Robin Reid, of Bolton, England, in the Super Middleweight
Championship bout in Tampa, on Saturday, Aug. 6 at the St Pete Times; Forum. Lacy won after Reid's comer stopped the
No doubt, the hometown crowd of more than 15,000 inspired Lacy to impress and conquer, throwing his signature punches time'
and time again. (AP Photo/Robert Azmitia)

If you receive assistance from any of the programs listed below, you could save
up to $13.50 per month on local phone service with Lifeline Assistance.
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
■ Medicaid
• Federal Public Housing or Section 8 Assistance
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
• Food Stamps
• Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

Tfvofifttip not

currently have phone service, you may qualify for 50% off of your
service connection fee, up to $30, if applicable (only applies to new connections),
j^fpreover, you will not be charged to block outgoing toll calls or to put a volun
tary iifeffio^^Ur long distance calling (toll control).
w *
Qnly oqephone line per household is eligible for Lifeline arid the name on the
, Verizbn ajtoohnt must match the name of the person receiving the assistance.
CalLq^Youay; toll free; 1-800-483-4000 for more information on Lifeline
"Assistance or to request an application. You must complete the application and
sign “under penalty of perjury” that you participate in one of the six Lifeline pro

grams;

Please identify the program, and then return the application to Verizon
and the above Lifeline credit will be applied to your account.

Lacy, top, celebrates with members of his comer after defeating Reid. Reid was knocked down four times by the champ before
the fight was called with the seventh nearly over, a decision the British boxer disagreed with. What's next for Lacy? He's got his
eyes set on WBO champ Joe Calzaghe in Wales for November. With this latest fight, Lacy's improved to a 20-0 record, (AP
Photo/Chris O'Meara)

If your household income is less than 135% of the federal poverty iijcome guide
lines, you may also qualify for Lifeline. Call the Florida Office of Public

Counsel at 1-800-540-7039 for details.

PLEASURE

o
wJ
s
<

Boar's Head® Turkey
Half Sub Combo............. 5.39

Large
White Shrimp

Oven Roasted Turkey, Garnished

Farm-Raised,
Previously Frozen,
31 to 35 per Pound

With Your Choice of Toppings,

SAVE UP TO .50

Wrth a Medium Drink and Dirty Chips, each
(Publix, eadi4.99)

12-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola
Products.............3*9.00

SAVE UP TO 3.00 LB

Publix Deli proudly features
a full line of Boar’s Head® products.

**
* * K

12-oz can (Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.) (6-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola Products, .5-Lbot.... 2/5.00)

• *

Prices Effective Thursday, August 11 through Wednesday, August 17, 2005.
Only in the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus,

Sumter, Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Prices not effective at Publix Saber. Quantity Rights Reserved.

www.pubiix.com/ads

*
*

SAVE UP TO 2.67 ON 3

12-Pack
Bud Light Beer
Or Budweiser, Bud Ice,
Bud Ice Light or
Budweiser Select,
12-oz bot.

SAVE UP TO .70

Publix

IT’S BEEN OUR PLEASURE.

v

