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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
DETERMINING STRAND POSITION IN A
POST-TENSIONED TENDON

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/761,960, filed Feb. 7, 2013, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Post-tensioned construction is a construction technique in
which portions of a structure, such as a bridge, are secured
to each other using “tendons” that extend throughout the
structure. The tendons comprise an outer duct through which
steel strands extend. Once the tendons have been placed into
position, the strands are tensioned to provide rigidity to the
structure.

In order to prevent corrosion of the steel strands and
improve mechanical performance, the ducts are filled with a
grout material, which typically comprises a mixture of
cement and water. When the grout is properly distributed
within the duct, it creates a chemical environment that
protects the steel. When the grout is not properly distributed,
however, corrosion can occur. For example, if air gaps exist
within the duct, the portions of the strands within those
portions are exposed and may corrode. Alternatively, if the
grout is not mixed properly or the mixture separates, regions
that only contain water can be formed, which also can lead
to corrosion.

There are various methods that can be used to determine
if there is a problem with the grout within a duct. For
example, there are electromagnetic methods that can be used
to measure the dielectric properties of the grout mixture.
Acoustic and thermal methods may be feasible as well.
Unfortunately, the results that are obtained by such methods
can depend upon the position of the strands within the duct.
For example, one may obtain a false negative result (nega-
tive meaning the grout is not deficient) even if the grout is
faulty if the testing is performed on a side of the duct at
which the strands are bunched together. Alternatively, an
erroneous positive indication of a deficiency (that is, a false
positive) may be obtained if the testing is made on a side of
the duct were the grout is in good condition, but where the
strands are farther away from the sensor because of bunch-
ing on the opposite side. An indication of the position of the
strands within the duct is therefore necessary for appropriate
interpretation of electromagnetic, acoustic, or thermal mea-
surement results. Although the position of the strands within
the duct can be determined using x-ray imaging, such a
process is complicated, time consuming, and expensive.

In view of the above discussion, it can be appreciated that
it would be desirable to have an alternative way to determine
the position of steel strands within a tendon used in a
post-tensioned segmental structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure may be better understood with
reference to the following figures. Matching reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the fig-
ures, which are not necessarily drawn to scale.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view that illustrates an embodiment
of'a method for determining the position of strands within a
tendon in a post-tensioned structure.
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FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a system
for determining the position of strands within a tendon in a
post-tensioned segmental structure.

FIG. 3 is a graph of force as a function of angular position
measured by a sensing magnet during experiments.

FIG. 4A is a photograph of a cross-section of a first tendon
specimen.

FIG. 4B is a radial plot of strand position generated for the
first tendon specimen of FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5A is a photograph of a cross-section of a second
tendon specimen.

FIG. 5B is a radial plot of strand position generated for the
second tendon specimen of FIG. SA.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described above, it would be desirable to have an
alternative way to determine the position of steel strands
within a tendon used in a post-tensioned structure. Disclosed
herein are systems and methods suited for that purpose.
More particularly, disclosed are systems and methods for
identifying the distribution of the strands using magnetic
sensing. In some embodiments, a magnet traverses the
circumference of the tendon and the force with which it is
attracted to the strands within the tendon is measured as a
function of angular position. That force information can then
be used to create a radial plot that provides an indication of
the location of the strands within the tendon.

In the following disclosure, various specific embodiments
are described. It is to be understood that those embodiments
are example implementations of the disclosed inventions
and that alternative embodiments are possible. All such
embodiments are intended to fall within the scope of this
disclosure.

FIG. 1 illustrates in cross-section an example tendon of
the type used in a post-tensioned structure. As is shown in
that figure, the tendon is comprised of an outer duct, multiple
steel strands positioned within the duct, and grout that fills
the space within the duct not already occupied by the
strands. In the typical case, the duct is made of a polymeric
material, the strands are steel cables, and the grout is a
mixture of cement and water. As is apparent from the figure,
the strands are not evenly distributed across the cross-
section of the duct. Instead, the strands are crowded near one
side (the top side in FIG. 1) of the duct. This type of
crowding is common as the inter-spacing of strands can vary
along the tendon depending on the proximity of deviation
blocks, the way in which the strands were threaded during
initial placement at the time of construction, and deviations
from a straight cylindrical shape of the duct as produced or
due to gravity deflection.

As noted above, the distribution of the strands within the
duct can be identified using magnetic sensing. FIG. 1
illustrates an example of this. Specifically, FIG. 1 shows a
sensing magnet that is positioned in close proximity to the
outer surface of the duct. As is further indicated in the figure,
the magnet can radially traverse (i.c., rotate about) the
periphery of the tendon (see dashed arrows) for the purpose
of measuring the force of attraction between the magnet and
the strands at various angular positions.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example system 10 for determining
the position of strands within a tendon. As shown in this
figure, the system 10 includes a mechanism comprising a
ring member 12 that can be temporality mounted to a tendon
14 in a desired position along its length. As before, the
tendon 14 includes a duct 16 that surrounds multiple steel
strands 18 and grout 20. In the illustrated embodiment, the



US 9,651,357 Bl

3

ring member 12 forms a circular track along which a
carriage 22 can travel, and therefore rotate around the tendon
14. In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the track includes a circular
flange 24 with which one or more wheels 26 of the carriage
22 make contact. In some embodiments, the flange 24 and
one or more of the wheels 26 can comprise gear teeth (not
shown) that ensure that the carriage 16 does not slip as it
travels along the ring member 12. In further embodiments,
one or more of the wheels 20 can be driven by a motor (not
shown) so that such traversal is automated.

As is further indicated in FIG. 2, a sensing magnet 28 is
mounted to the carriage 22. The magnet 28 can travel in a
radial direction toward or away from the tendon 14 depend-
ing upon the attractive forces generated between the magnet
and the stands 18 of the tendon 14. In the illustrated
embodiment, the magnet 28 is coupled to a force sensor 30,
such as a force transducer, with a spring 32. In such a case,
force of attraction between the magnet 28 and the strands 18
can be measured. As is also shown in FIG. 2, the carriage 22
comprises a position sensor 34 that can be used to identify
the angular position of the carriage 22 on the ring member
12 (and therefore the angular position along the tendon 14)
for purposes of correlating the measured forces with the
angular positions. In some embodiments, the sensor 34
comprises an encoder associated with one of the wheels 26
that determines angular position based upon rotation of the
wheel.

With further reference to FIG. 2, the carriage 22 and its
sensors 30, 34 can be placed in electrical communication
with a computing device 36, such as a notebook computer or
tablet computer, which can store the measurements and, in
some embodiments, determine the positions of the strands
18 based upon the measurements.

While the system 10 has been described as comprising a
single carriage 22 and a single sensing magnet 28, it is noted
that multiple carriages and/or magnets could be used, if
desired. Furthermore, while a motorized carriage 22 has
been described, it is noted that the carriage can alternatively
be manually displaced along the ring member 12, if desired.
Moreover, it is noted that although the system 10 has been
described as comprising a force sensor, other parameters
could be sensed to obtain an indication of the magnetic force
applied to the magnet. For example, a position sensor that
senses displacement of the magnet 28 as it interacts with the
spring could be used to obtain an indication of the attractive
force applied to the magnet.

In use, the ring member 12 can be mounted to the tendon
14 at a particular position along its length and the carriage
22 can travel along the ring member and around the tendon.
Multiple force measurements can be obtained at discrete
angular positions as the carriage 22 travels and the angular
positions associated with those measurements can be
recorded. Alternatively, force and angular position can be
continuously measured as the carriage 22 travels. Once the
entire circumference of the tendon 14 has been traversed, the
ring member 12 can be disconnected from the tendon,
moved to a new longitudinal position of the tendon, and the
measuring process can be repeated. This process can then be
repeated for multiple positions along the length of the
tendon until all desired measurements have been obtained.
Alternatively, the system 10 can operate in a continuous
mode in which it moves along the length of the tendon 14 in
a manual or motorized fashion and provides a continuous
record of output.

For any given longitudinal position of the tendon, the
output of the measurement process is a vector of attractive
force values at successive angular positions. For example, if
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force is recorded at 10-degree intervals, a vector with 36
values is obtained. The indication of the strand layout can
then be obtained by deconvolution using the vector values
and the knowledge of the strand size, the number of strands,
and the duct wall thickness. The deconvolution can be
performed using procedures of various degrees of sophisti-
cation depending on the need for accuracy. In its simplest
form, the deconvolution can be based upon the observation
that, for a single short magnet with a field that approaches
that of simple magnetic dipole, the force between a single
strand and the magnet follows an approximately third power
inverse dependence with the distance between the magnet
and the strand. The force vector can then be converted into
a distance vector that, when displayed in a radial plot, yields
an indication of the envelope of the strand bundle in the
tendon cross-section. The precise value of the power-law
exponent (n) can be refined by calibration against informa-
tion from test specimens with known strand configurations.

Testing of the above-described measurement process and
processing technique was performed in the laboratory. For
practical purposes, a fixed magnet was used and short (e.g.,
1 foot long) tendon specimens were rotated relative to the
magnet. The specimens had ducts made of polyethylene
having a 3.5 inch external diameter and a 0.22 inch wall
thickness. The ducts contained twelve %4 inch, 7-wire post-
tensioning strands and grout filled the remainder of the
interior space of the ducts. A %% inch diameter, %6 inch thick
ceramic magnet with magnetization in the direction of the
main axis was placed with one of the flat faces approxi-
mately 0.04 inches away from the outer duct surface. Force
measurements were taken at 10 degree intervals with a
digital balance coupled to the magnet. A first specimen had
a relatively uniform strand distribution as shown in FIG. 4A
and a second specimen had strands crowded near the top as
shown in FIG. 5A. Data output vectors for the two test
specimens are graphically shown in FIG. 3.

Results for the evaluations of the two specimens using the
simplified deconvolution method are presented in FIGS. 4B
and 5B. A value of n=3 successfully recovered the general
shape of the envelope of the actual strand pattern in both
tendon specimens, but a value of n=2.5, used to compute the
recovered pattern shown in the figures, was found to better
quantitatively approximate the actual boundaries of the
envelope.

More sophisticated recovery procedures can be used to
identify not only the overall envelope of steel placement but
also the position of individual strands. Those procedures are
implementable by a formal solution of the inverse of the
problem of predicting the force profile as function of the
strand distribution. The forward problem is amenable to
straightforward solution by finite element calculations. As a
practical approach to solve the inverse problem, a library of
solutions to the forward problem is prepared for a given
tendon arrangement (a specific number and type of strands
in a given duct diameter) covering a finite number of
configurations whereby the position of each strand can adopt
a number of discretely separated positions (e.g. on a 3 mm
square grid). Because the grout space in the tendon cross-
section is usually quite limited (the test specimens, from a
research project, were an exception; tendons tend to be more
tightly packed), the number of forward solutions to be
calculated is limited and is well within the capabilities of
ordinary computing equipment. The data output can then be
readily compared to the library set of forward solutions by
lookup functions to minimize fit error and thus identify the
library stand configuration that provides the best match.
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A more organized but potentially more challenging
approach to solve the inverse problem is to prepare a
tractable formulation of the magnetic flux distribution in the
system using, for example, finite difference methods and to
develop a transfer matrix that relates strand positions to the
force-angle profile. Inversion of the matrix then provides for
structured solution of the inverse problem.

It is noted that the measurement process described above
can be altered in various ways. For example, the strand array
can demagnetized prior to measurement. If the strands have
permanent magnetization from prior magnetic flux tests or
other causes, analysis of the results can be compromised. A
degaussing step with a moving coil may be used in those
cases and may be built into the examination procedure as a
preliminary step.

As another example, alternative magnet configurations
can be used. A long magnet can approximate magnetic
monopole behavior at one end with lower magnetic field
decay with distance than in the case of a short discrete
magnet. This difference can be used to advantage to sample
with more sensitivity the presence of steel deeper into the
cross-section of the tendon. Similarly, an array of small
magnets placed at the end of a high magnetic permeability
ferrous sheet of material can approximate a two-dimensional
magnetic field configuration with even lower field decay
with distance and consequently has the potential for deeper
sampling. The use of near two-dimensional fields is possible
because the axis of individual strands is usually at a very
small angle with respect to the main tendon axis. Therefore,
over the short distances sampled by the magnetic array, the
cross-section strand pattern changes little. Independent
scans performed with various magnetic sensor configura-
tions can be combined to provide more detailed spatial
strand configuration information at various depth zones.

As a further example, inductance change measurements
can be used. The methodology commonly used for rebar
location, based on inductance changes of a coil or system of
coils when in proximity to steel, can be adapted to the
present system in lieu of or as a supplement to permanent
magnet sensors. Application of inductive sensors to post-
tensioned tendons and deconvolution of the signal for the
application at hand along the lines indicated above may have
merit.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for determining the position of strands in a

post-tensioned tendon, the system comprising:

a track adapted to mount to the tendon in a manner in
which the track encircles the outer circumference of the
tendon; and

a carriage mounted to the track, the carriage supporting a
magnet and a sensor that provides an indication of
magnetic forces applied to the magnet, the carriage
being positioned on the track in a manner in which the
magnet is placed in close proximity to an outer surface
of the tendon, the carriage being configured to travel
along the track so as to rotate the magnet around the
outer circumference of the tendon such that circumfer-
ential magnetic force readings can be obtained at a
discrete position along a length of the tendon.
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2. The system of claim 1, wherein the system comprises
an array of magnets.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the sensor is a force
sensor that is associated with the magnet.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the force sensor is a
force transducer.

5. The system of claim 3, wherein the force sensor is
coupled to the magnet with a spring.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the mechanism includes
a ring member that mounts to the tendon.

7. The system of claim 6, further comprising a carriage
that supports the magnet, wherein the carriage can travel
along a track defined by the ring member.

8. The system of claim 7, further comprising a motor that
drives the carriage along the track.

9. The system of claim 1, further comprising a position
sensor configured to determine the angular position of the
magnet relative to the tendon.

10. The system of claim 1, further comprising a comput-
ing device in electrical communication with the sensor
configured to record data provided by the sensor.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the computing device
is further configured to determine the positions of the strands
based upon the recorded data.

12. The system of claim 10, wherein the computing device
is configured to generate a radial plot of the tendon that
identifies strand positions.

13. A method for determining the positions of strands in
a post-tensioned tendon, the method comprising:

positioning a magnet in close proximity to the outer

surface of the tendon;

rotating the magnet around the circumference of the

tendon using a mechanism mounted to the tendon;
sensing a parameter indicative of magnetic forces applied
to the magnet; and

determining the positions of the strands based upon the

sensed parameter.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein positioning and
moving a magnet comprises positioning and moving the
magnet using a ring member that mounts to the tendon.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein sensing a parameter
comprises sensing magnetic force applied to the magnet.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein determining the
position of the strands comprises generating a vector of
force values at successive angular positions.

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising decon-
voluting the vector force values to generate a radial plot that
provides an indication of the location of the strands within
the tendon.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the deconvolution is
based on an assumption that the force between a single
strand and the magnet follows an approximately third power
inverse dependence with the distance between the magnet
and the strand.

19. The method of claim 13, further comprising demag-
netizing the strands prior to sensing the parameter.

20. The method of claim 13, further comprising measur-
ing inductance changes of a coil in proximity to the strands.
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