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Celebrating The 20th 
Anniversary Or. Ml. King 
Drum Major For Justice 
Awards Banquet----------

Dr. E.E. Cleveland

ST. PETERSBURG - 
Dr. E.E. Cleveland will be 
the keynote speaker at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Drum Major for Justice 
Banquet, which is spon­
sored by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con­
ference (SCLC) and the 
MLK Holiday and Legacy 
Association, Inc. The event 
takes place on Friday, Jan. 
14, at the downtown St. 
Petersburg Hilton Hotel, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Cleveland has been a 
pioneer in the advance­
ments of Civil-Rights and 
worked with Dr. King and 
Dr. Ralph Abernathy in the 
Poof Peoples’ Campaign ih 
providing critical medical 
and needed supplies for 
Resurrection City. Overall, 
Cleveland has spent over

23’ years at the World 
Headquarters of the 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in Washington, 
D.C. He has over 58 years 
of service to the gospel 
ministry. He has conducted 
over 60 public campaigns 
in evangelism and trained 
over 1100 other ministers 
worldwide, baptizing over 
16,000 converts, He helped 
establish the MLK Inter­
faith Ecumenical Service 
and MLK Street in St. 
Pete.

Adding to his many 
honors, Cleveland was the 
first preacher to receive the 
distinguished MLK Lega­
cy of the Dreamer Award 
by the Dr. M.L King 
Alabama Legacy Associa­
tion. He has also published 
over 15 books, including 
"Mine Eyes Have Seen," 
"Free At Last" and his 
autobiography, "Let the 
Church Roll On."

If interested in attend­
ing this event, please 
RSVP to the SCLC, P.O. 
Box 12732, St. Petersburg, 
FL 33733. Tickets are $25 
each and are available at 
the Enoch Davis Center, 
(727) 893-7134, or at the 
SCLC (727) 327-0085.

Be sure to look for 
next week's 
special MLK 

editionofne
Weekly

Challenger!
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Shirley Chisholm, First Black 
Woman Elected To U.S. Congress 
And Who Sought Presidency In 
1972. Dies At 80--------------------------
by Coralie Carlson 
Associated Press Writer

MIAMI (AP) - Shirley 
Chisholm, an advocate for 
minority rights who be­
came the first black woman 
elected to Congress and 
later the first black person 

jto seek a major party's 
nomination for the U.S. 
presidency, has died. She 
was 80.

Chisholm, who took 
her seat in the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 1969, 
Was a riveting speaker who 
often criticized Congress as 
being too clubby and unre­
sponsive. An outspoken 
champion of women and 
minorities during seven 
terms in the House, she 
also was a staunch critic of 
the Vietnam War.

Details; of her death on 
Saturday were not immedi­
ately available.

Chisholm ran for the 
Democratic presidential 
nomination in 1972, a cam­
paign that was viewed as 
more symbolic than practi­
cal. She won 152 delegates 
before withdrawing from 
the race.

“I ran for the Presiden­
cy, despite hopeless odds, 
to demonstrate the sheer 
will and refusal to accept 
the status quo," Chisholm 
said in her book “The Good 
Fight." “The next time a

In this undated photo provided by Shola Lynch, 
Shirley Chisholm is shown on the set of "Chisholm 
'72 Unbought & Unbossed," Lynch's documentary 

about Chisholm's 1972 run for president. Chisholm, 
an advocate for minority rights who became the first 
black woman elected to Congress and later the first 
black person to seek a major party's nomination for 
the U.S. presidency, died Saturday, Jan. 1 at the age

of 80.
AP Photo/Sandi Sissel

woman runs, or a black, a 
Jew or anyone from a 
group that the country is 
'not ready' to elect .to its 
highest office, I believe 
that he or she will be taken 
seriously from the start."

The Rev.Jesse Jackson 
called her a ‘ woman of 
great courage."

“She was an activist 
and she never stopped 
fighting," Jackson told The 
Associated Press from 
Ohio. “She refused to ac­
cept the ordinary, and she 
had high expectations for 
herself and all people 
around her."

Newly elected, she was

assigned to the House 
Agriculture Committee, 
which she felt was irrele­
vant to her urban con-' 
stituency. In an unheard of 
move, she demanded reas­
signment and got switched 
to the Veterans Affairs 
Committee.

Not long afterward she 
voted for Hale Boggs, who 
was white, over John Con­
yers, who was black, for 
majority leader. Boggs re­
warded her with a place on 
the prized Education and 
Labor Committee and she 
was its third ranking mem­
ber when she left.

“My greatest political

asset, which professional 
politicians fear, is my 
mouth, out of which come 
all kinds'of things one 
shouldn't always discuss 
for reasons of political ex­
pediency," she told voters.

During her failed presi­
dential bid, Chisholm went 
to the hospital to visit 
George Wallace, her rival 
candidate and ideological 
opposite, after he had been 
shot _ an act that appalled 
her followers.

“He said, 'What are 
your people going to say?' I 
said: 'I know what they're 
going to say. But I wouldn't 
want what happened to you 
to happen to anyone.' He 
cried and cried, "4 she re­
called.

In her book, “Un­
bought and Unbossed," she 
recounted the campaign 
that brought her to Con­
gress and wrote of her con­
cerns about that body :

“Our representative de­
mocracy is not working 
because the Congress that 
is supposed to represent the 
voters does not respond to 
their needs. I believe the 
chief reason for this is that 
it is ruled by a small group 
of old men."

Chisholm
continued on pg. 8

Local Civil Rights Play Opens, 
Examining American Hate 
Crimes -----------

ST. PETERSBURG - 
Alabama-born playwright 
Hubert Grissom’s "BAP- 
BOMB" premiers Jan. 14 
at the Suncoast Theater in 
St. Petersburg. "BAP- 
BOMB" examines the deep 
origin of American hate 
crimes, focusing on the 
1963 bombing of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church in 
Birminghamt Ala., which 
killed four Moung African- 
American girls, and com­
pletes a trilogy of plays 
with civil rights themes by 
Grissom. Thd play’s title is 
taken from the FBI’s code 
name for the KKK bomb­
ing of the church.

"BAPBOMB" explores 

the mindset that perpetrat­
ed the bon bing and the 
intentions qf those who 
obscured or destroyed evi­
dence after the fact.

The play is set in 1988. 
It was a time when hate 
crimes were again explod­
ing as African-American 
church in the South were

The 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, 
Ala., is a civil rights landmark because of the tragic 
bombing that killed four young girls in 1963. It is

part of the focus of Grissom’s new play.

mysteriously burned and 
abortion doctors and gays 
were assaulted and even 
killed by individuals whose 
dangerously skewed indig­
nation was transformed 
into violence, recalling the 
civil rights struggles and 
tragedies 25 years before. 
It was also in 1988 that 
federal and state prosecu­
tors re-opened the case of 
the 16th Street Baptist

Church, vowing to find jus­
tice and reconciliation, and 
the juxtaposition of these 
simultaneous events pro­
vides some of the play’s 
conflict.

The playwright was 
bom in Cullman, Ala., and 
was a student at Birming­
ham-Southern College at 
the time of the bombing 
and graduated from Duke 
Law School in 1967. In the

mid-70s, at the University 
of Alabama, Birmingham, 
Grissom studied under 
award-winning writer Jesse 
Hill Ford, author of "The 
Liberation of Lord Byron 
Jones." Grissom’s other 
civil rights plays are 
"WEDGES," a look at 
racial tolerance and pop­
ulism under "Big Jim" 
Folsom, former governor 
of Alabama, and "Waterin’ 
Hole," a portrayal of racial 
justice during a violent 
railroad strike in the 1950s.

"BAPBOMB" is di­
rected by Trevor Keller and 
opens Jan. 14 at the 
Suncoast Theatre, 3000 
24th St. S., St. Petersburg. 
Performances are Thursday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 
The play runs through Feb. 
6, 2005. Tickets are $16 
with $1 going to a local 
charity. For tickets, call the 
box office at (727) 456- 
0500. *

Gummings Finishes 
Term As Chairman Of The 
Congressional Black 
Caucus-----------------------

In 2003, Cummings backed presidential candidate 
Howard Dean. “I think the caucus' profile has defi­

nitely been raised," said Cummings in a recent inter­
view. “I want people to know what the caucus is."

Congressman Watt speaks at the opening of the 
Rams Common dormitory at Winston-iSalem State 
University. He is slated to replace Cummings as the

new head of the CBC.
by Brian Witte 
Associated Press Writer •

BALTIMORE (AP) - 
Rep. Elijah Cummings was 
wrapping up his two-year 
tenure as chairman of the 
Congressional Black Cau­
cus, but it's hard to tell by 
the way he works the 
phones.

He isn't slowing down 
in his efforts to bring the 
caucus more publicity.

“Excuse me," he says, 
setting down one phone 
with a reporter on the other 
end of the line and picking 
up a second phone to talk 
to another journalist.

“I think you guys miss 
stories about us," he tells 
the other newsperson in a 
polite but rousing son-of-a- 
preacher voice, ticking off 
several stories the journal­
ist's news organization has 
reported about the CBC 
while indicating the media 
outlet should provide more 
covqrage of the caucus.

Cummings, who won 
his fifth congressional term 
representing Baltimore in 
November, is confident 
more people have learned 
about the( caucus during his 
time as chairman. But he's 
still working to make the 
CBC better known.

“I think the caucus' 
profile has definitely been 
raised," the Democrat said 
in a r 'ent interview. “I 
want pe^e to know what 
the caucus is."

Rep. Mel Watt, a North 
Carolina Democrat who 
will replace Cummings as 
chairman, has noticed the 
difference. He said he 
hopes to continue building 
on a communications net­
work Cummings has main­
tained.

“He's done regular 
messaging to that network 
on behalf of the CBC, and 
I think his tenure has been

among the best we've ever 
had," Waft said. “It's going 
to be hard follow hiip and 
keep it’going in*that direc­
tion."

A prime example of 
Cummings' hatd-charging, 
explore-every-option push 
to put the CBC in the 
national spotlight came in 
September 2003, when he 
sought to hold a debate by 
Democratic presidential 
candidates at Morgan State 
University, a historically 
black institution in Balti­
more.

At first, Cummings 
proposed four debates that 
the CBC would sponsor 
“to energize the African- 
American community" for 
the 2004 election. Then, in 
negotiations with Demo­
cratic National Committee 
Chairman Terry McAu­
liffe, he agreed to have the 
caucus sponsor just one of 
six official DNC debates 
and to hold it in Detroit.

But Cummings then 
found a way to create a 
second CBC debate by 
bringing the candidates to 
Baltimore. He teamed up 
with an unexpected ally, 
Fox News Channel Chair­
man and CEO Roger Ailes, 
after running into him at a 
dinner in Washington and 
asking him for his help. 
Fox News Channel carried 
the debate live from the 
Morgan State campus.

“I think it was very 
important for the caucus," 
Cummings said of the 
debate. “It really put us out 
there."

The caucus has grown 
during his chairmanship. 
The CBC has more than 
tripled in size since its 
founding in 1969, when it 
had 13 members. Next

Cummings
continued on pg. 9
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by Sean Lewis
Afro-Americans are 

living in a new era, times 
have changed and so have 
our oppressors. Our past 
leaders envisioned the true 
American dream. They 
envisioned a country that 
would truly be the land of 
opportunity for every indi­
vidual, no matter the race. 
As they envisioned this 
new America, many steps 
were taken to deter the 
Afro-American race from 
spawning into the race of 
people that we were proph­
esied to become.

Since our ancestors’ 
arrival into this country, 
Afro-Americans have been 
on a treacherous journey. 
This journey has evolved 
over 400 years, and has 
been very turbulent from 
the start. An unaccountable 
amount of our ancestors 
died on the opening days of 
our campaign, and many 
ihore died in the trenches 
of American soil, .

Many of our past lead­
ers were only allowed to

The Grinch Who Stole Christmas
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by Bernice Powell Jackson
Even as the federal 

government has sought to 
increase the funds for Iraq 
by some $70 billion over 
the already approved $200 
billion, it is seeking to cut 
federal government schol­
arships, called Pell grants, 
for the neediest American 
college students. If the U.S. 
Department of Education 
decides to update the tax 
tables it uses to analyze 
student financial need, 
nearly 100,000 students 
may be cut off altogether 
from their Pell grants and 
another 1.2 million could 
receive smaller grants.

This action could save 
the federal government 
about $300 million a year. 
Rod Paige, Secretary of 
Education, admitted that 
such cuts may mean that, 
"untold numbers of current 
students may need to drop 
out temporarily." Said one 
college administrator, "It 
appears they're trying to 
balance the budget on the

Some Post-Election Advice For Liberals
by Murdock "Doc" Gibbs

A New Visions 
Commentary

As I listen to the self- 
examination, recrimination 
and Monday morning quar­
terbacking among liberals 
over their sound defeat in 
Election 2004,1 have a few 
suggestions. It's not a gua­
rantee for success, but at 
least they won't be per­
ceived as so out of step 
with the heartland.
Here are some things the 
liberals should do to recon­
nect with America:

• Stand for something 
that people can sink their 
teeth into. Something, that

a territory, a village, a 
district, or a nation. To 
live without history is 
likened to living with-

basically enlighten their 
race with the birth of their 
vision. Our leaders of the 
past were great men and 
women, and a majority of 
them were extracted from 
their people before they 
could implement any type 
of strategy to fulfill their 
visions. They left our race 
with a glimpse of their 
visions and a legacy that 
will never leave the hearts 
of the Afro-American race.

Our fallen leaders were 
tormented and crucified, 
because they would not 
submit themselves to the 
clutches of an unequal 
American society. They 
were killed because they 
refused to accept the back 
door policies that America 
employed concerning 
Afro-Americans as a 
whole. Many of our past 
leaders were extracted 
from us solely because they 
wanted to create their own 
place here in America - a 
place in which many of 
their fathers and mothers 
built with their blood,

With the cuts that administration is going to put 
on Pell grants, even Secretary of Education Rod 
Page admitted that "untold numbers of current 

students may need to drop out temporarily."

backs of the most needy 
students." Another stated, 
"The first thing they (these 
students) will say is 'I will 
go to the Army because I 
can't afford college,' 
adding, "That's not fair."

Many of the students 
who receive Pell grants 
have already maxed out 
their student loans, and the

is besides "Conservatives 
are all wrong - we can do 
better." Tell us how. And 
try not to sound so elitist 
when you tell us.

• Promote candidates 
who truly relate to the 
heartland and the South. A 
polite description of liber­
als right now might be 
"snobs." To Southerners 
such as myself, it seems 
that "Tall think y'all better 
than us." And let me tell 
you, that donkey won't fly.

• Need more black 
votes? Why not start by 
urging the pro-choice wing 
of your following to quit 
pushing for the abortion of

out a form of memory. 
To be without history 
is to live without roots 
or a past, with the

sweat and tears.
In our present times,

Afro-Americans are faced 
with a new dilemma. 
Amongst the opposition of 
our oppressors, Afro- 
Americans are stricken 
with our own stagnation. 
We are in a stationary state, 
satisfied with the glimpse 
of the Promise Land that 
our forefathers envisioned. 
The question that this new 
generation must ask itself 
and answer, will inevitably 
be the key to the position of 
our race in the future. This 
question must be handled 
in order for each and every 
Afro-American to become 
awaken and open their eyes 
to the heavily disguised 
plot that our oppressors 
have unraveled right in our 
own faces. The question is, 
“Are we as a race ready to 
transcend our people (not 
only here, but across the 
world) and can we unite 
within our own borders to 
combat our foe as one unit, 
with the focus necessary to 
bring our race out of the

Pell grants are part of a 
patchwork quilt of funds 
which allow them to attend 
college. While families 
earning less than $25,000 a 
year may not see cuts in 
Pell grant funds, families 
earning between $35,000 
and $40,000 are most like­
ly to lose funding.

Pell grants are also

so many black babies. It 
sometimes seems Planned 
Parenthood is as prevalent 
in urban black neighbor­
hoods as drug stores. 
Black folk are giving them 
nearly 40 percent of their 
abortion business, and 78 
percent of Planned Parent­
hood's clinics gre located in 
minority communities.

At the risk of losing 
some of the screaming fe­
minists, consider becoming 
a party of life and not a 
party of death, selfishness 
and special interests. If 
you care for the "little peo­
ple," don't let that exclude 
the little unborn babies - or,

present having no real 
foundation, and very 
little meaning for the 
future.

back porch of the American 
social realm?

Has this current gener­
ation of Afro-Americans 
lost their vision, or have we 
as a people become content 
with the false sense of 
equality that circulates 
throughout every aspect of 
life here in America? 
Today, Afro-Americans 
have fallen short of the 
expectations of our forefa­
thers. As it seems, the aspi­
rations of our forefathers 
died at the same time as our 
forefathers. Our oppressors 
have successfully killed the 
dreams and aspirations of a 
race of people that, at one 
time, were at the climax of 
change here in America.

The Afro-American 
race has evolved through 
these different stages here 
in America. We have risen 
out of slavery, advanced 
from the once crude segre­
gation of this country and 
we have currently unfolded 
into stagnation. The false 
sense of equality that our 
oppressors here in America

important for the colleges 
and universities, especially 
the smaller, underfunded 
institutions such as the his­
torically black colleges and 
universities. At the same 
time that financial aid for 
needy students is being cut, 
estimates are that college 
tuition has increased 
between 10-14% at public 
four-year colleges for the 
current year, while tuition 
at private colleges has 
increased about 6%. Thirty 
years ago these Pell grants 
covered 84% of the tuition 
that poor students paid at 
four year public colleges. 
Today, they cover only 
39%.

Pell grants have fallen 
victim to budget realities 
such as the growing 
defense spending in the 
federal budget and a 
decrease in revenue due to 
the tax cuts for the wealthi­
est Americans. Moreover, 
the administration is plac­
ing much of its education 
funds in the No Child Left

as in the case of partial- 
birth abortion, the pre- 
bom. There's a disconnect 
here that bothers people in 
the heartland.

• Remember that "G- 
O-D" is not a four-letter 
word. But, then again, the 
fact that it's not might be 
why it's not used by the 
most strident Bush critics 
and lampooners. At least 
try to sound like "God­
fearing," patriotic Ameri­
cans.

Early in the 2004 pri­
mary season, a questioner 
at a Howard Dean townhall 
meeting decried the vi­
cious, mean-spirited liberal

The Weekly Chal­
lenger is committed to 
featuring articles of all 
ethnic culture for the

have sprayed throughout 
this land, has left us in a 
state of complacency and 
dependence. Our current 
position in America has 
and still is robbing our peo­
ple of their ambitions. We 
are being pick-pocketed of 
the same ambitions that our 
ancestors carried in the 
front pockets of their 
everyday lives. Currently, 
we have been duped to 
believe that the financial 
growth of a few of our 
brethren is a major step 
towards hue racial and eco­
nomical equality.

America has success­
fully calmed the masses of 
its Afro-American citizens, 
by displaying a hoax of 
pure racial equality. We 
must awaken and confront 
the true situation of our 
race in this country. As a 
whole, we must come to 
the realization that the 
minority group of our 
brethren (the few that have 
been fortunate to advance 
their social and financial 
status) are the doormen for

Behind program, which 
requires extensive student 
testing.

When the 3,000 page, 
$400 billion catch-all 
omnibus appropriations 
bill was passed by 
Congress last month, it 
included all kinds of so- 
called "pork" funding for 
house projects in districts 
of members of Congress 
such as $5 million for the 
Strom Thurmond Fitness 
Center. But the omnibus 
bill left out an amendment 
which had suspended the 
new formula for families 
receiving Pell grants and 
which gave the go-ahead to 
the Department of 
Education to re-calculate 
aid for Pell grant students. 
One Senator, Jon Corzine 
(D-NJ), called this a "back­
door attempt to cut funding 
from the Pell grant pro­
gram."

Cutting the funds 
which currently help the 
nation's poorest students 
attend college is bad public

campaign against the Pre­
sident, imploring Dean and 
the others to follow the bib­
lical injunction to "love 
your neighbor." Dean re­
sponded, "George Bush is 
not my neighbor." Con­
gressman Charlie Rangel 
(D-NY) said much the 
same on Sean Hannity's 
show when he insisted the 
President "is'not my com- 
mander-in-chief." Regular 
folks will not warm to a 
movement with such bitter 
sound bites.

• Give voters better 
herpes. When one thinks 
of family values, national 
security, tolerance and fair

reading enjoyment of 
both the young and old 
generations.

our race. The fact stands 
that Afro-Americans still 
exist as the secondary citi­
zens of this country. While 
the successful minority 
group thrives and lives the 
so-called American dream; 
the core of our race is still 
struggling each and every 
day just to keep their heads 
above water. The majority 
of our race is at an all-time 
low economically, and 
until this matter is 
addressed by each member 
of our race, we will never 
solve this dilemma.

Afro-Americans must 
realize that just as our 
nation is constantly evolv­
ing, so do our oppressors. 
America no longer exists 
by or exhibits open acts of 
racism. One must under­
stand that even with racism 
existing in the closet, it is 
still a thriving vessel in 
every realm of America’s 
social chain. Jim Crowe is 
still alive, and he is silently 
creeping through the loop­
holes that .society has left 
open for him to thrive.

policy and a bad invest­
ment in the future. It is esti­
mated that the cost of the 
wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan could have 
already funded 7,268,647 
four year scholarships at 
public universities. Already 
there are more African 
American men in prison 
than in college. A nation 
that chooses to invest in 
higher education for all stu­
dents will get engineers, 
doctors, teachers and scien­
tists. A nation that chooses 
to invest in war and in pris­
ons will get warriors and 
prisoners.

Bernice Powell Jackson 
is the executive minister of the 
Justice and Witness Ministries 
of the United Church of Christ 
and serves as one of the five 
officers of the denomination. 
She has been an activist on 
behalf of civil rights, women's 
rights and human rights 
issues around the world for 
more than a quarter of a cen­
tury.

play, filmmaker Michael 
Moore does not come to 
mind. Or Whoopi Gold­
berg. Or Al Franken. Or a 
host of other addle-brained 
Hollywood types who mix 
their caustic humor with 
venomous and obscene ref­
erences to the President.

• Accept defeat with 
class and stop acting like 
whiney brats.

Another thing, just 
MOVE ON!

Murdock "Doc" Gibbs, a 
member of Project 21's na­
tional advisory council, is an 
entertainer and freelance wri­
ter. Comments may be sent to 
Projnationalcenter. org.

The^ Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor. Please E-mail to: wceditor@tampabay.rb.com
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Sarasota Calendar Of Events
EZ Clicks computer class 

set to log on at 
Jacaranda Library 
What’s happening
• EZ Clicks computer 

class with Carl Rigney
When is it happening
• 11 a.m., Tuesday, Jan.

18
Where is it happening
• Jacaranda Public Li­

brary, 4143 Woodmere 
Park Blvd., Venice

Why is it happening
• Carl Rigney is back 

with his popular class that 
makes computer learning

easy and fun.
Action for public to

take

• No registration re­
quired but space is limited 
Contact for public

• Jerry Falgowski, 
(941) 861-1270, or send an 
email to jfalgowski@sc 
gov.net
History Center Steps Up

To The Plate With 
Baseball Exhibit ‘Play 

Ball!’
What’s happening
• “Play Ball! America’s 

Pastime in Sarasota Coun­

ty,” an exhibit about the 
history of baseball in the 
county

When is it happening
• Saturday, Jan. 22 

through Friday, May 27
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Monday through Thursday
• 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sa­

turday (except holiday 
weekends)

• Opening reception for 
public and special guests: 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Friday, 
Jan. 21

Where is it happening
• Sarasota County

History Center, 701 N. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

Why is it happening 
• To celebrate the rich

history of baseball in Sara­
sota County. The exhibit 
will feature memorabilia 
and photographs of the 
teams that trained in Payne 
Park, including the New 
York Giants, Indianapolis 
Indians, Boston Red Sox, 
Los Angeles Dodgers and 
Chicago White Sox. "Play 
Ball!" also looks at other 
people and places in the 
county’s baseball experi­

ence, including John 
"Buck" O’Neil, who spent 
his youth in Sarasota and 
was a star in the Negro 
Leagues; and Twin Lakes 
Park, which began as the 
Kansas City Baseball 
Academy.

Action for public to
take

• Visit the Sarasota 
County History Center and 
enjoy the exhibit.

Contacts for public
• Lorrie Muldowney,

(941) 861-1183, Ann
Shank, (941) 861-1187

Jazz Club Of Sarasota’s 
January Jazz At Two Concert

The Jazz Club of Sar­
asota announces its Jazz at 
the Two in the Bayfront 
Room concerts. This 
series of afternoon con­
certs are held from 2-4 
p.m. on Fridays in the Bay- 
front Community Center, 
803 N. Tamiami Trail. Ad­
mission is $3 for Jazz Club 
members; $6 for non­
members. Seating is limit­
ed to 200.

•Jan. 7: Duncan La­
mont Quartet: British 
tenor saxophone player 
Duncan Lamont will high­
light this afternoon of great 
music.

• Jan. 14: Lillette 
Jenkins Trio: Talented 
local pianist Lillette Jen­
kins will tickle the ivories 
and funny bone with her 
lively performance.

• Jan. 21: Harold

"Bubba" Thurston Me­
morial Concert: A musi­
cal tribute to Sarasota resi­
dent Bubba Thurston and 
his jazz guitar legacy.

• Jan. 28: Charlie 
Dee Quartet

For additional infor­
mation about the Jazz Club 
of Sarasota and its events, 
visit the website at www. 
jazzclubsarasota.com or 
call (941) 366-1552.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
A New Year, A New 
You--------------------------

Begin 2005 with a 
burst of good health! Start 
this year right by making a 
commitment to a healthy 
heart. Proper eating habits 
and moderate physical 
activity can help prevent 
diabetes and obesity, two 
major risk factors for heart 
disease.

Opportunities for bet­
ter health are everywhere! 
Pinellas County has sever­
al recreational facilities 
and fitness programs for 
people of all ages. Some of 
these programs are even

Later Evening Bus 
Service Added-----

CLEARWATER - In 
response to passenger de­
mand, the Pinellas Sun­
coast Transit Authority 
(PSTA) will be adding 
additional evening trips on 
selected routes beginning 
Jan. 9. Riders on the most 
heavily used routes, the 14, 
18, 19, 52, 59 and 60, will 
see service added, Monday 
through Friday.

In addition, the Route 
68, which operates with a 
trolley vehicle and travels 
between John’s Pass and 
Tyrone Mall via Bay Pines, 
will have extended 
evening trips on Friday 
and Saturday to provide 
later connections to the 
Suncoast Beach Trolley. 
The Route 15, that pro­
vides service between 
Gulfport, Central Plaza 
and downtown St. 
Petersburg, will also fea­
ture an earlier morning 
run.

Several other routes

News Deadline 
Is 4 P.M. Monday

The troth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime 
of difference. Because kids with something to do 
are less likely to do drugs. You can help. For more 
information on drug prevention programs in your 
community, call or visit:

1877 KIDS 313 
www.youcanhelpkids.org

QtOcr of Control Fotky

free or discounted. Dial 2- 
1-1- to locate nutrition/ex- 
ercise programs in your 
area.

2-1-1 is a free three- 
digit phone number pro­
viding a critical connection 
between individuals and 
families in need to the 
appropriate community- 
based organizations and 
government agencies. 
From a cell phone, dial 
(727) 562-1542. Visit our 
online database at 
www.211tampabay.org.

have also been adjusted to 
provide better service. 
New timetables are avail­
able now at Williams Park, 
Central Plaza Terminal, 
and Park Street Terminal 
Customer Service Centers, 
or through the Schedules- 
By-Mail Program (call the 
InfoLine at 530-9911 to 
learn more); they will be 
available on the website on 
the evening of Friday, Jan. 
7.

PSTA is the public 
transit provider for 
Pinellas County carrying 
approximately 10 million 
riders per year on over 45 
bus and trolley routes, with 
a fleet of over 175 vehi­
cles. For specific informa­
tion about these service 
improvements Or sched­
ules and fares, passengers 
should call the PSTA 
InfoLine at (727) 530- 
9911, or visit 
www.PSTA.net.

Pinellas County Business 
Development Center 
Seminars: January 2005 -

The Pinellas County 
Business Development 
Center offers business 
training, counseling, refer­
rals and resources at ho 
cost. Seminars, held at the

Columbia Law School 
Professor To Discuss The 
Crises Of International 
Respect At USF St. Petersburg

ST. PETERSBURG - 
Columbia Law School Pro­
fessor, George P. Fletcher, 
PhD, will speak at USF St. 
Petersburg about the seem-' 
mg decline of mutual 
respect in international 
affairs during a guest lec­
ture Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. at the 
Campus Activities Center.

"The presidential cam­
paign ended this year with­
out any serious discussion 
of international law," Flet­
cher, the Cordozo Profes-

KINFOLKS News------------- ------ ---------
Organization Will Tackle Teen Pregnancy Issues through ALLEGANY Grant

ST. PETERSBURG - 
KINFOLKS recently re­
ceived a $4,000 grant from 
the Allegany Foundation to 
create a platform for ado­
lescent boys and girls to 
discuss issues surrounding 
teenage pregnancy.

Their conversations 
will result in a publication, 
written by teens and for 
teens about the subject.

It will tout, advice from 
teenage mothers and 
fathers about the pitfalls of 
raising children at such a 
young age, as well com­
ments from teens telling 
why they choose to abstain 
from sex.

In addition, the publi­
cation will cite the latest 
statistics on both a local
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Center, fill quickly and ad­
vanced registration is re­
quired. For more informa­
tion about classes, or to 
speak with a business 
counselor, contact the Pi-

sor of Jurisprudence said. 
"It appears that the candi­
dates and the American 
public no longer care about 
these values."

During the lecture, 
"Crises of Respect in In­
ternational Affairs," Flet­
cher will explain the criti­
cal role of respect, espe­
cially within the interna­
tional legal order. He will 
identify several ways that 
post-Sept. 11 U.S. politics 
indicate and have actually

and national level regard­
ing teen pregnancy and the 
rise of sexually transmitted 
diseases among adoles­
cents.

After-school programs 
and activities aimed at 
keeping keeps occupied in 
a positive fashion will also 
be listed.
KINFOLKS Hosts Open 

House For Residents 
Seeking A Job In 2005

Resolved to find a job 
in the corning year?

Then stop by KIN­
FOLKS, which operates a 
satellite One-Stop Worknet 
facility out of the Bradley- 
Davis Building at 1735

WASHINGTON D.C.

BUILDTHEDREAM.ORG

.FateBtogJL 33733 
(72?}8SM139

nellas County Business 
Development Center at 
(727) 453-7200 or email 
businesshelp @ siliconbay.o 
eg-

encouraged a breakdown 
of respect

"To explain why this 
has happened we must 
understand the critical role 
of respect in all legal rela­
tionships, and in particular, 
within the international 
legal order. To respect oth­
ers we must acknowledge 
their equality, with us, and 
all decisions must be based 
on public and objective 
evidence/' Fletcher said.

Fletcher is a leading

Martin Luther King Street 
South, Ste. 132.

The program will be­
gin accepting clients on 
Monday, Jan. 10, who are 
in need of employment 
services or lifeskills train­
ing.

Ex-offenders, low-in­
come residents and those 
with limited English profi­
ciency are urged to take 
advantage of the job serv­
ices.

An Open House will 
be held from 10 aim. to 2 
p.m. on Jan. 21 for those in 
the community who would 
like to learn more about 
KINFOLKS, as well as

Pinellas County School 
News In Brief

The next meeting of 
the Pinellas County School 
Board will be Tuesday, 
Jan. Il, at 10 a.m. in the 
conference hall of the 
administration building, 
301 Fourth St. SW, Largo. 
Citizens may speak about 
any item on the agenda not 
involving a hearing on 
employee discipline by 
registering before the item 
is introduced. Presenta­
tions from the audience re­
garding items not on the 
agenda may be made at the 
end of the meeting. For

expert on international 
criminal law, the jurispru­
dence of war and biblical 
jurisprudence. He has writ­
ten eight books and has 
published more than a hun­
dred articles on criminal 
law, comparative law, torts 
and jurisprudence.

This lecture is free and 
open to the public and is 
sponsored by Hugh LaFol­
lette, the USF St. Peters-

Bridges and Westcare, two 
drug treatment programs 
housed at the Bradley- 
Davis Building.

Case managers are in­
vited to attend a workshop 
on January 20th at 10 a.m. 
aimed at informing them 
about the job service pro­
gram and how it can help 
their clients.

For more information, 
call Tracie Reddick at 
(727) 906-8927.

kttiePri(igen&“Dear*

Original

more information, contact 
Ron Stone, associate sup­
erintendent for human re­
sources and public affairs 
at (727) 588-6273.

* * *

The state’s approval of 
Pinellas County Schools’ 
request to delay the FCAT 
by one week requires that 
the end of the third nine- 
week grading period be 
adjusted by two school 
days. The calendar adjust­
ments are as follows:

Third-quarter exam 
dates for 4x4 high schools

burg Cole Chair in Ethics. 
LaFollette specializes in 
ethics and political philos­
ophy and coordinates a 
variety of workshops and 
lectures throughout the 
year.

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS. 
Ignore them and they’ll go away.

M
sgSSSss ISO
AFTSRSCHOOLNOW.ORG A

1-866-KIDS-TODAy Aftevstto! Alliaiet .

will be Wednesday, March 
2, and Thursday, March 3.

• The first day of the 
fourth nine-week grading 
period for all 4x4 second­
ary schools will be Friday, 
March 4.

• Report cards for the 
third nine-week grading 
period will be distributed 
Tuesday, March 15, as 
originally scheduled.

For more information, 
contact Susan Bailey, di­
rector, high school educa­
tion at (727) 588-6480.

For more information 
about the lecture, contact 
LaFollette, at (727) 553- 
4820 or hhl@stpt.usf.edu

SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA

gov.net
jazzclubsarasota.com
http://www.youcanhelpkids.org
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper 

(823-6092)
HAPPY NEW YEAR,

MY READERS!
My This ‘n That col­

umn is back on target this 
week. It fell by the way- 
side last write around 
because of personal hap­
penings beyond my con­
trol. The world is always 
changing and as it 
changes, so do we.
, About here is where I 
feel that you should know 
that, the holiday season is 
just over and while many 
of us enjoyed it, it was not 
so for everyone, because 
death, sickness, disap­
pointments and heartaches 
did not take a holiday, and 
many suffered and cried. 
To them, we hope their 
pains would be short-lived 
and extend best wishes for 
the future. We also extend 
best wishes to those fortu­
nate enough to enjoy the 
season and hope for their 
continued success.

My heart is bursting 
with gratitude for all you 
beautiful people who read 
my column weekly. There 
is no greater satisfaction 
than to serve and all I ask 
of you is that you call me 
or mail your news to me. I 
will do my best with your
cooperation.

* * *

THE WRITE LOOK 
INTO ‘05

It’s hard to believe, yet 
the calendar confirms that 
we are at the beginning of 
a new year. Memories of 
holiday festivities are lin­
gering in the minds of 
many and visually appar­
ent in the physical contour 
of those overindulged.

It was almost impossi­
ble to refuse the delectable 
dishes offered by each gra­
cious hostess or host dur­
ing the numerous rounds 
of pop calls made, 
Christmas parties, dances 
and delightful at-home 
affairs. Honestly now, 
don’t you appreciate 
everything getting back to 
normal? After the gallon of 
rich eggnog consumed, the 
horrible dawn hours 
you’ve been keeping and 
the constant going on a 
social merry-go-round 
you’ve been engaged in? 
We do!

You know that you 
love that pot of soul food 
you indulged in, following 
that fancy turkey and trim­
mings throughout the holi­
days - enough to make you 
a vegetarian for the rest of 
your life?

In a crisis-orientated 
world, Christmas and New 
Year are a consoling pause 
in the march of time. As 
long as there is breath to 
breathe, this writer will be

There Is A Reason To Read The Weekly Challenger!

awed by the beauty, the 
pomp, and the pageantry 
of the trapping used to 
dress this period. It is a 
small wonder that it brings 
out the best in most of us', 
strong enough to override 
the worst in some of us.

* * *
YULETIDE VISITORS 

AND HAPPENINGS
During The Past Festive 
Holidays, They Visited

James and Cherrie 
Smith of New York City 
enjoyed seven elegant by 
day in our town and com­
fort by night at the 15th 
Street South home of 
Cherrie’s parents, George 
and Ada Edwards. In addi­
tion to being treated elo­
quently, the visitors went 
sight-seeing of lighted 
homes, visited Bay Walk 
and dined at our own ‘Po 
Folks’ Restaurant, before 
heading home on New 
Year’s Eve. They were 
traveling by Delta.

*<* *
HAD A PURR-FECT 

VISIT
For the past two holi­

day weeks, ‘Yours Truly’ 
enjoyed having Annette T. 
St. HS Simmons, my old­
est granddaughter, as my 
houseguest. She arrived in 
town Dec. 22 from Syra­
cuse, NY. My granddaugh­
ter is looking better every 
day. It must run in the fam­
ily.

The St. Pete native 
enjoyed being home for 
the holidays. She hadn’t 
spent them here in 39 
years. While here, she 
spent time with her other 
grandmother, Theressa 
Stotts, a Jordan Park resi­
dent, and other relatives.

Annette was the best 
gift Ole St. Nick could 
have brought me. After a 
most enjoyal visit, she bid 
us Adieu Jan. 3 as she 
headed home to the ice and 
snow. I miss her already.

* * *
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION
We tested our party 

endurance skills by attend­
ing a New Year’s Eve cele­
bration party at the Lake 
Maggiore abode of Agnes 
and Otis Baker. The 
Bakers entertained family 
and friends, where good 
food, conversation, home­
made wine and a charming 
hostess plus music and 
dancing made it a rather 
warm and enjoyable New 
Year’s Eve.

Among adults ringing 
out the old year and wel­
coming the New Year 
together were: Theressa G. 
Stotts, Ricky and 
Fredricka Shelton, Alex

and Jemeaka Baker, Henry 
McClendon, Theresa A. 
Stotts Simmons of Syra­
cuse, NY and Constance 
Bennett, along with plenty 
of jolly, dancing kids who 
witnessed the countdown.
It was a happy, swinging 
party that we will remem­
ber for a long, long time.

* * *

HOME FOR
CHRISTMAS 

Bridget Norris spent
the jolly holidays with her 
mother, Barbara Norris of 
Second Avenue South. As 
usual, she and her mother 
spent the time doing things 
together, but most of all, 
just being together.

* * *
St. Petersburg’s own 

jazzman, Rick Gee, enter­
tained visiting family and 
friends over the Christmas 
holidays. Swinging jazz 
music accompanied by 
Vocal sounds of joy could 
be heard coming from 
Rick’s lovely home in 
Pinellas Point last Tuesday 
evening. Enjoying their 
visit with Rick were his 
cousin Marlene and her 
husband Tom Gray from 
Lakeland. Cousins Sally 
Johnson, Louise Higgins 
and Katherine James from 
the Poconos, New York, 
Newark and Linden, New 
Jersey respectively also 
enjoyed the hospitality of 
cousin Rick Gee. Coming 
in from Farmville, Va. was 
cousin Janet and her hus­
band Bob Gwatney. Join­
ing them from just a few 
miles away, the Gwatney’s 
daughter Robin Harris of 
Clearwater was also on the 
scene. A surprise of the 
evening was the unexpect­
ed visit of cousin Ronald 
Trent from Somerset, New 
Jersey who just happened 
to decide to catch the train 
on down for the grand hol­
iday gathering.

Also participating in 
the family holiday festivi­
ties were some of Rick’s 
friends from St. Peters­
burg. Enjoying great jazz 
and indulging in fabulous 
cuisine prepared by the 
host were good friends 
Yvonne Alsup, Amers and 
Selma Ayers, Tom and 
Nobie Packer, Van and 
Beverly Duck, Chris and 
Mary Robinson, Rev. 
Bobby Yarbrough, and 
Dorothy Hill. As the 
evening came to an end, 
everyone left with the 
promise of gathering again 
in 2005.

* * *
CONGRATULATIONS 

to Larry Donell
Woodard and his devotee 
wife, Linda of 13 th Avenue 
South, who will have been 
married 22 years Jan. 9. 
Congrats to you both. May 
you live to celebrate 22 
more.

* * *

JOY
A Happy New Year 

chock full of happy times 
to all my readers anc 
friends. Serving you has 
made me happy!
Until New Write Around,

STAY LOOSE!

The Palladium and Al Downing Jazz Tampa 
Bay Jazz Association Present Piano 
Sensation Kenny Drew, Jr.-------------------------

TAMPA BAY - The 
Palladium Theater and the 
Al Downing Tampa Bay 
Jazz Association are pre­
senting the extraordinary 
Kenny Drew Jr. Trio at The 
Palladium Theater in 
downtown St. Petersburg

Tampa High School Suffers 
Fourth Death In 20 Months

TAMPA (AP) - A local 
high school is reeling from 
its fourth death in 20 
months - and its second in 
one week - after a basket­
ball player was gunned 
down during a fight.

T.R. Robinson High 
School freshman Johna- 
thon Simmons, 15, was 
fatally shot on Dec. 28 
when a fight broke out at a 
Bradepton block party. The 
shooting came just two 
days after Vanderbilt run­
ning back Kwane Doster, a 
former Robinson football

Suspect In Death Of 
Vanderbilt Football Player 
Surrenders -------------------------------

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) - A 
man charged with killing a 
Vanderbilt football player 
turned himself in on Dec. 
31, police said.

Rodney "Roscoe" Ro­
man was charged with 
first-degree murder in the 
death of Kwane Doster, a 
running back with Vander­
bilt, and two counts of 
attempted murder, Tampa 
police spokesman Joe 
Durkin said.

Roman was accompa­
nied by his lawyer, Daniel 
Castillo, when he surren­
dered at the Hillsborough 
County jail, Durkin said.

"My client is not the 
person they are looking 
for," Castillo told The 
Tampa Tribune. "They got 
the wrong guy."

Doster was shot to 
death Sunday after his 
friends got in a dispute 
with three other men about 
whose car was better, 
Durkin said.

Police said Roman, 
who is in his late 20s, fired 
the shot that killed Doster 
and was the driver of the

The gifted pianist, Kenny Drew Jr.

on Saturday, Jan. 8 at 7 
p.m.

Drew Jr. is an excep­
tional pianist educated and 
gifted in both jazz and clas­
sical music. He has played 
at many of the major jazz 
clubs throughout the world

star, was fatally shot while 
riding in a car in Tampa's 
Ybor City neighborhood.

In April 2003, the 
1,250-student school also 
lost Marine Lance CpL 
Andrew J. Aviles, 18, a 
former class president who 
was killed in Iraq. And the 
school's principal, Kevin 
McCarthy, 39, died sud­
denly of a heart attack 
Nov. 16, 2003.

"Everybody at Robin­
son is kind of shaking their 
heads," said Simmons' 
homeroom teacher, varsity

car that pulled up along­
side the vehicle Doster was 
riding in Sunday.

Roman's lawyer did 
not immediately return a 
message last Friday seek­
ing comment.

T-very day,
JL_t J .A7

someone with a 
mental health problem:

• pops The question

• Earns a promotion

• Makes the grade

Mental health problems affect almost 
every family in America. Vet most people 
who have mental health problems 
recover from them. So chances are, 
someone who has - or has recovered from 
- a mental health problem makes a 
positive impact on our lives.

43&MENTAL
*$X*Fheai.th
it's part ©fall our lives
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- The Blue Note and The 
Village Gate in New York, 
The. Jazz Showcase in 
Chicago, One Step Down 
in D.C. and many others. 
He has performed with 
other great jazz musicians, 
including Stanley

basketball coach Steve 
Smith Jr. "Man, this is 
unbelievable, the amount 
of death the school and 
community has had to 
endure in the last couple of 
years. There’s been a lot of 
tragedy in our school."

Bradenton police 
issued a warrant for a 17- 
year-old they believe is 
involved in Simmons' 
shooting. They did not pro­
vide a motive or any other 
information about the sus­
pect

Doster was the first 
Vanderbilt player recog­
nized as the Southeastern 
Conference Freshman of 
the Year in 2002 after set­
ting a team record of 798 
rushing yards.

Cal 11-800-789-2647 for • free brochoro 
about m«n tai health or visit 
www.aUmentalheatth.samhsa.gov 
(TOO: 1-866-889-2647)

O« OA iXTA»TM|NTOf

CHILDREN 
& FAMILIES

Turrentine, Slide Hampton 
and the Jazz Masters, the 
Mingus Big Band, and 
Frank Morgan.

Drew has ten albums to 
his credit as a leader and 
has numerous recordings 
as a sideman. He has per­
formed at musical festivals 
worldwide, as well as, ap­
peared on jazz cruises in­
cluding the Queen Eliza­
beth 2 Jazz Cruise.

Whether appearing in a 
group or solo, playing clas­
sical music or jazz, Drew is 
an accomplished musician 
and a talent not to be 
missed.

Playing with Drew will 
be Tom Carabasi on drums. 
Also, a recording artist, 
Tom’s groove transports 
the group to a place that 
pulls the audience right 
into a very special musical 
experience.

Richard Drexler on 
bass completes this trio and 
brings to the group his own 
special talent as an ar­
ranger and musician with 
recordings to his credit.

Drew and his two side- 
men, Carabasi and Drexler 
are a trio you don’t want to

Helping Preserve
Financial Security 

During Uncertain Times

More than 125 years of serving our 
clients when they need us most.

The Prudential Insurance Company 
of America
Roy James - Premier Agent 
4100 Central Avenue 
St. Petersburg, FL 33711 
(727) 327-4137

Prudential Financial
Crowing and Protecting Your Wealth*

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark ot The Prudential Insurance Company of 
America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates. IFS-A068097 Ed. 08/2003

miss!
Admission at the door 

is $25 for general, $20 for 
seniors and jazz club mem­
bers, and $15 for students 
and children. There is a 
$5.00 discount on all pre­
sale tickets. Tickets for the 
performance may be pur­
chased through the PAL­
LADIUM box office 727- 
822-3590 or. on-line at 
http://www.palladiumthe- 
ater.com.

The Al Downing Tam­
pa Bay Jazz Association, 
Inc. was founded in 1989 
by Tampa Bay's jazz leg­
end, pianist Al Downing. 
The Jazz Club's focus is to 
promote and encourage 
through live jazz perform­
ances, the appreciation and 
understanding of America's 
original art form. In addi­
tion, the Club's efforts to 
"Keep Jazz Alive" continue 
to be strengthened by its 
Music Education Scholar­
ship Program for youths 
interested in jazz, and it's 
policy of informing the 
public of local area live 
jazz events.

http://www.aUmentalheatth.samhsa.gov
http://www.palladiumthe-ater.com
http://www.palladiumthe-ater.com
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From The

by Linda Hardaway
Watkins
NAACP Secretary

From the earliest years
of its existence, to the re­
organization in 1933, the 
St. Petersburg Branch of 
the NAACP has been 
blessed with a strong, fear­
less group of Black citizens 
who were determined to 
have equalization of citi­
zenship and human rights. 
Therefore, it was no sur­
prise that this city was one 
first in Florida to organize 
a Branch with Noah W. 
Grilfin as its first Presi­
dent. It was under Mr. 
Griffin’s leadership that the 
fight for equalization of 
teacher salaries, teacher 
materials and tenure began. 
It was also a time for unfair 
Black/White court proce­
dures, a fight which contin­
ued during each adminis­
tration.

Other past Presidents 
from 1933 until the pres­

ent: the Rev. John W.
Carter, J. A. Whitehurst, the
Rev. Grant McCrary, F.A.
Dunn (also served many 
years as Chairman of the 
Legal Redress Committee), 
the Rev. O.M. McAdams, 
the Rev. J.J. Fennell, Dr. 
Ralph Wimbish, Attorney 
I.W. Williams, Roy 
Holmes and Attorney 
Morris Milton, who served 
the Branch nine years. 
Under his leadership, many 
suits were filed in the 
courts and completed, the 
last being that of Single 
Member Districts for the 
State of Florida. The State 
has complied, and the re­
sults afforded many Blacks 
the opportunity to run and 
become elected to the 
House of Representatives 
and the first Black woman 
Senator. Mrs. Gamell 
Jenkins the first female to 
serve as President of the 
Brach for 22 years.

Men in the past had

served diligently, but fe­
males such as O.B. McLin 
(first Secretary), Mrs. 
Fannie ponder, Mrs. 
Anderson (the first 
NAACP Queen), Mrs. 
Gussie Randolph, Mrs. 
Charlie Mae Grogan and 
Mrs. Manior, to name a 
few, have always been in 
the forefront in the strug­
gle. The young people 
then, now adults were Tim 
Johnson, Major Benton, 
Meline Levin, L.D. Brown 
and Katie Lou Postell.

This brings us to the 
new president, Attorney 
Darryl Ervin Rouson serv­
ing his third term unop­
posed.

Each of us can become 
a viable part of the present 
by becoming actively 
involved in the St. Peters­
burg Branch in 2005.

The new officers of the 
Branch were installed, 
Saturday, Jan. lat Greater 
Mt. Zion AME, Pastor

Of The St. Petersburg NAACP

Attorney Darryl Rouson was reinstalled as the 
new NAACP president. This is his third term 

serving unopposed.

Past NAACP Presidents include Dr. Ralph Wimbish, who led a boycott and legal action against Webb's 
City to force the store to serve African Americans at the lunch counter, and Attorney Morris Milton, 

who worked tirelessly to further the political influence of African Americans.

All Are Invited To The 2005 Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Worship Service —

ST. PETERSBURG - 
Congregations United for 
Community Action 
(CUCA), on behalf of the 
St. Petersburg Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Commem­
orative Committee, is or­
ganizing a Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Worship Service. 
The service takes place on 
Sunday, Jan. 16 at 4 p.m.

Pinellas County Announces 
Redevelopment Draft Plan Summit

PINELLAS COUNTY 
The dates have been set 
r Pinellas County’s Re- 
velopment Draft Plan 
mmit. On Feb. 1-3, citi- 
ns, local government re- 
jsentatives, business 
ople and community 
iders will come together 
discuss plans for rede- 
lopment in Pinellas

This will be the third 
evelopment summit 
ted by the Pinellas 
nning Council and 
ellas County’s Board of 
roty Commissioners, 
s year’s event will fea- 
; four half-day work- 
ps throughout Pinellas 
mty. Participants will 
ld on the consensus 
ched at the previous 
units and provide input

at the Unitarian Univer- 
salist Church of St. Peters­
burg (719 Arlington Ave. 
N). The Rev. Curtiss Long, 
pastor of New Faith Free 
Methodist Church and co- 
chair of CUCA, will give 
the commemorative ad­
dress, recalling early strug­
gles in the Civil Rights 
movement and the perti-

for the final redevelopment 
plan.

Sessions are scheduled 
as follows:

• Feb. 1, 1 - 5 p.m., at 
Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clear­
water

• Feb. 2, 8 a.m. - 12 
p.m., at USF St. Peters­
burg, St. Petersburg

• Feb. 2, 6 - 9 p.m., at■ 
Largo Cultural Center, 
Largo

• Feb. 3, 8 a.m. - 12 
p.m., at St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church Hall, 
Tarpon

The content presented 
at each of these workshops 
will be identical. To regis­
ter for the workshop most 
convenient for you, visit 
www.siliconbay.org/regis- 
tration or phone Pinellas 
County Economic De-

nence of Dr. King’s mes­
sage today. Top winners of 
the annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. essay contest 
sponsored by the Com­
memorative Committee 
will read their essays.

All are invited to 
attend the ecumenical serv­
ice that will include repre­
sentatives from Protestant,

velopment at (727) 464- 
7332. To learn more about 
redevelopment in Pinellas 
County visit www.silicon- 
bay.org/redevelopment.

Redevelopment
Background

Over time, geography 
and population growth 
have combined to produce 
an unavoidable effect: de­
velopable vacant land is 
diminishing throughout 
Pinellas County. Within 
the next few years, the 
county will reach buildout, 
in which nearly 100 per­
cent of the greenfields will 
be gone. This includes a 
diminishing supply of land 
for new homes, businesses, 
roads, and other needs.

By definition, redevel­
opment is a process in 
which older structures are

Clarence Williams extend­
ed a heartfelt welcome and 
the Mass choir rendered 
the music.

Pastor Ricky Houston 
of Bethel Metropolitan 
delivered the address for 
the Installation of new offi­
cers and the Emancipation 
Proclamation. He chal­
lenged the officers to deliv­
er more than speeches to 
the community, to continue 
to serve all people in the 
community. The accom­
plishments have been 
many and the challenge is 
even greater for 2005- 
2006.

President Rouson was 
sworn in with: 1st Vice 
President, Trenia Cox, 2nd 
Vice President, Harry 
Harvey, 3rd Vice President, 
Norman Brow, Secretary, 
Linda Hardaway Watkins, 
Assistant Secretary, Juliette 
Wamke, Treasurer, Brenda 
Conyers-Nelson the execu­
tive committee.

Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, 
and Bahai congregations, 
among others. The service 
is expected to last about an 
hour, with refreshments 
following. Parking is on 
the north and south sides of 
the church, and on sur­
rounding streets.

rehabilitated or replaced, 
and new, sometimes differ­
ent uses replace the old 
ones. Successful redevel­
opment projects include 
older downtowns renewed 
with townhomes and 
shops, obsolete malls re­
born as open-air shopping 
centers, and updated beach 
communities. To keep the 
local economy thriving, Pi­
nellas County has em­
barked on a unique rede­
velopment strategy that 
includes facilitating new 
construction projects, up­
dating, and renovating old­
er commercial/industrial 
buildings for a variety of 
mixed-use, residential and 
commercial projects.

President Rouson chal­
lenged the. officers and 
board to get ready to do 
more in 2005 and be ready 
to demonstrate to the com­
munity and the corporate 
community we will not tol­
erate being excluded from 
the board rooms. The latest 
victory, Dr. Reggie Ligon 
being placed on the board 
of directors of Freedom 
Bank. The NAACP St. 
Petersburg branch will 
meet with Mayor Baker 
and others in the city to 
address areas of inclusion.

The branch’s first gen­
eral membership meeting 
will be held at New 
Philadelphia Community 
Church, Rev. Don Gaskin, 
Pastor, on Tuesday, Jan. 18 
at 7 p.m.

The community is in­
vited to this open forum 
meeting. The ACTSO De­
partment of the NAACP 
will be the highlight for 
this meeting. Please be in 
attendance. For informa­
tion contact the branch at 
(727) 898-3310.

The Real ‘Coach 
Carter’ To Speak At 
USF For MLK 
Celebration-------------

TAMPA - Famed high 
school basketball coach 
Ken Carter will be the fea­
tured speaker for the Uni­
versity of South Florida's 
Martin Luther King Jr. cel­
ebration Jan. 20 at 6:30 
p.m. The speech will be in 
the Special Events Center 
and is free and open to the 
public.

Carter is the subject of 
the upcoming film "Coach 
Carter," starring Samuel L. 
Jackson and scheduled for 
release Jan. 14. The film 
chronicles Carter's experi­
ence as head basketball 
coach at Richmond High 
School where students 
were failing both on and 
off the court. In two years 
he led the team to the 
California state play-offs, 
but when the players broke 
a contract of academic 
achievement, Carter made 
the bold move to lock the 
undefeated team out of the 
gym until grades im­
proved.

USF is also sponsoring 
an advanced screening of 
"Coach Carter" on Jan. 13 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Special

Events Center. Admission 
is free and open to the pub­
lic, howe\ ,, student 
groups will be accepting 
donations for the American 
Red Cross tsunami relief 
efforts.

Carter’s personal phi­
losophy, "Average is just 
not good enough. Period!" 
shines through in his les­
sons of accountability, in­
tegrity, teamwork and lead­
ership.

The film screening and 
Carter's lecture are some of 
the many activities planned 
for a two-week celebration 
of King's legacy. USF stu­
dents join hundreds more 
Tampa residents in a day of 
service throughout the Bay ' 
area on Jan. 15, at 8:30 
a.m., and at the annual City 
of Tampa MLK Parade on 
Jan. 17 at 12 p.m. Campus 
activities include a candle* 
light vigil Jan. 18, at ,7 
p.m., in the Phyllis *P. 
Marshall Center Ballroom 
as well as other festivals 
and lectures. For a detailed 
schedule of MLK events at 
USF, visit ctr.usf.edu/mul- 
ticultural2/.

To Place An Ad In The Weekly Challenger, Call Us At 
(727) 896-2922 Today!
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Making the Grade
by Jared Houston

It’s fun to participate in 
sports, especially if you’re 
good at them. But it’s not a 
piece of cake maintaining 
good grades at the same 
time.

In my busy schedule, I 
devote time to both school 
and sports. I don’t care 
what anyone says - it’s dif­
ficult to do both. It is, how­
ever, very possible to ac­
complish as long as you’re 
focused.
, Anybody who knows 
me knows that I love sports

but don’t play around when 
it comes to schoolwork. 
I’m very aware that people 
can succeed in life without 
playing sports but can’t 
succeed without a good 
education. You can still 
make a lot of money if 
you’re not a professional 
athlete.

Yet sports bring a lot of 
enjoyment to life. I play 
football for the Lakewood 
Jr. Spartans Varsity Might 
Mites. During the week we 
have practice from 6 p.m.- 
8 p.m. The actual games

are scheduled on Saturday 
afternoons. It’s tough to 
squeeze in all of my home­
work and studying, espe­
cially when I’m tired from 
long school days and great, 
but exhausting exercise 
from football. But I man­
age to do it, and usually 
make straight A’s on my 
report card.

If you want to keep 
playing sports, it’s impor­
tant to juggle the home­
work responsibilities. You 
get a sense of satisfaction, 
and kudos from your par­
ents and peers, if you’re 
able to balance your sports 
and grades. You are truly 
gifted if you can play 
sports and do well in 
school, too.

Jared Houston is a 7th 
grader at Academy Prep in St. 
Petersburg.

Radio Station WMNF Hosts Annual Book and 
Record Sale--------------------------- ~

TAMPA BAY - On 
Saturday, Jan. 15, WMNF 
88.5 will offer their sev­
enth Annual Book and 
Record Sale, at the Cuban

Club Cantina, 2010 Aveni- 
da Republica de Cuba in 
Ybor City. Open to the 
public, the sale starts at 
9:30 a.m. and is expected

to run until about 4 p.m. 
The purpose of the sale is 
to raise funds for WMNF, a 
noncommercial, nonprofit 
community radio station.

Thousands of books, 
CDs, vinyl albums, DVDs, 
VHS, and working audio 
equipment, donated by 
WMNF listeners, will be

available at yard-sale 
prices. New this year: 
Breakfast will be served by 
The Pancake Man for those 
in line!

—-------------—------------------—.................... ........
I Public Health, Epidemiology and Prevention

Volume 5, Number 7 III Talk January 2005

A publication of the

Pinellas County Health Department

Regular Exams Cain Help Prevent Cervical famsei

Pinellas County Installs 
Elected Constitutional 
Officers--------------------------------------

RINELLAS COUNTY 
- Re-elected and newly 
elected county officials 
took, the oath of office on 
Dec.28 to begin four-year 
terrps in service to the citi­
zens of Pinellas County. 
Family members, staff and 
friends packed the Com­
missioners Assembly 
Room in the County 
Courthouse to attend the 
ceremony.

The officials are 
known as constitutional 
officers, because their 
positions were created in 
the Florida Constitution.

The following officials 
took the oath of office: Tax 
Collector Diane Nelson, 
Chief Judge David Demers 
officiating; Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Ken Burke, 
Judge Irene Sullivan offici-

Ken Burke takes oath of office as the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court.

ating; Supervisor of Elec­
tions Deborah Clark, Judge 
Patrick Caddell officiating; 
and Property Appraiser Jim 
Smith, Judge Catherine 
Harlan officiating.

Jim Coats was sworn 
in as Pinellas County 
Sheriff in a separate cere­
mony on Dec. 27 in Court­

room D of the County 
Courthouse with Judge 
Ray Gross officiating.

Nelson, Clark and 
Smith ran unopposed in 
their bids for re-election in 
November. Burke and 
Coats are beginning first 
terms in their respective 
offices.
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“Get A Money Now Loan

' Webb’s Plaza 
Midtown

385 8th Street South 
(787)898-1321

Locally Onoed and Operated 

Blockbuster 
Canter

5004 34th Street South 
(727)8643925

Gulfport
Square

5006 Gulfport 8outeverd 
(727)321-1081

NEW February 2005 Welti Mart Superstore, 3501 34th Street S

ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE 
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS!!

Do you have a few hours each week you would like to share?
St. Petersburg College, Midtown Campus located in the 

St. Petersburg Housing Authority’s Center for Achievement 
on the comer of 22nd Street and 10th Avenue South 

is in need of volunteer tutors in:

Reading 
Writing 
Biology 

Mathematics 
Elementary Algebra 
Intermediate Algebra 

College Algebra 
Receptionists are also needed!

Hours are flexible Monday - Thursday from 9:30am - 8:30pm 
and Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm 

Enjoy volunteer benefits including access to 
athletic facility and library privileges, bookstore 

discounts and access to college-sponsored events.
Give a few hours each week and become 

an important part of your community college.

Call St. Petersburg College, Special Services at (727) 341-4303.

Cervical cancer takes years to develop and 
grow. This cancer does not form suddenly. First, 
some cells begin to change from normal to pre­
cancer and then to cancer. This can take a 
number of years although sometimes it happens 
more quickly.

Cervical cancer was once one of the most 
common causes of cancer death for American 
women. But. since 1955 the number of deaths 
from cervical cancer has declined significantly.
The main reason for this change is the use of the
Papanicolau (Pap) test to find cervical cancer early.

While it’s true that cervical cancer has been reduced in 
the U.S., there are still nearly 4,000 deaths from cervical 
cancer every year. In Florida. 730 new cases of cervical 
cancer will be diagnosed this year. Most of these women do 
not get regular Pap tests which can detect most early signs 
of cervical cancer. In fact, according to the American 
Cancer Society, more than 60% of women diagnosed with 
cervical cancer have never had a Pap test.

Up to 99 percent of cervical cancer cases are linked to 
the human papilloma virus (HPV), a sexually 
transmitted infection. There is a test to detect HPV. While 
most women infected with HPV will not develop cervical 
cancer, doctors urge women to be aware of this important 
risk factor, and to get Pap tests regularly.

Other Risk Factors include: 

Increasing age

No prior Pap smear screening 
Multiple sexual partners, or high- 
risk male partners

First intercourse at an early age 
Sexually transmitted diseases 
Smoking
Using non-barrier birth control 
methods

Regular Exams are Essential 
Some women think that they do not need pelvic exams

or Pap tests once they have stopped having children. This is 
not true. The pelvic exam may help spot diseases of the 
female organs. However, it won’t find cancer of the cervix 
at an early stage. To do that, the Pap test is needed.

The Pap test is often done just before the pelvic 
exam. The doctor will remove cells from the cervix 
by gently brushing or scraping with a special device.
The cells are sent to a lab to be examined under a 
microscope for abnormal changes.

The American Cancer Society recommends that 
all women should begin having the Pap test about 
three years after they start having sex (vaginal 
intercourse) but no later than 21 years of age. The test 
should be done every year if the regular Pap test is 
used, or every two to three years if the newer liquid-

based Pap test is used. Either test is okay.
Beginning at age 30, women who have had three normal test 

results in a row may get the test every two to three years.
Cheek with your doctor. Women who have certain risk 

factors (HIV infection, weakened immune 
system) should have a Pap test every year 
and should possibly be screened for HPV.
Check with your doctor for more 
information regarding risk factors.

Women 70 years or older who have had 
three or more normal teste in a row (and no 
abnormal teste in the last 10 years) may 
choose to stop having the test. Women 
who have had cervical cancer or who have 
other risk factors should keep on having
the test as long as they are in good health. «

Women who have had a total hysterectomy (removal of the ™ 
uterus and cervix) for reasons other than having cancer or a 
precancerous lesion may also choose to stop having the test.

The Pinellas County Health Department has 
a FREE Breast & Cervical Cancer Screening 
Program for women who have low income 
and are 50 to 64 years of
age. This program 
includes breast and 
pelvic exam, Pap test, 
and mammogram. Call us 
at (727) 824-6917 for Info 
or to make an 
appointment.

Our Vision

Healthier
People in a 
tied&ter 

Environment

z
Your Hospice

add cost

We have a long way to go. So let us 
Hasten along the road, the road of 
’human tenderness and generosity. 
£5irt>ping, we may find one another's

- Emily Green Balch 

1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST
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http://www.thehospice.org


THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 6- 12, 2005^AA^^BA\^RE^NEWScontinues

Classes Now Available At The 
Business Assistance Center —

ST. PETERSBURG - 
The St. Petersburg Busi­
ness Assistance Center 
(BAC) offers business 
training and counseling 
sessions to assist evolving 
and existing small busi­
nesses with business assis­
tance. Our services are free 
unless indicated. All ses­
sions are conducted at 33 
Sixth St. S, Suite 301.

Below is the schedule 
for January 2005:

The BAC will be 
closed Monday, Jan. 17, 
2005 in observance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Day.

Monday through Fri­
day, the Business Resource 
Center is available. The 
Business Resource Center 
is located within the Busi­
ness Assistance Center. It 
has personal computers 
equipped with business 
software and Internet ac­
cess, graphic workstations, 
CD-ROM technology, in­
teractive videos, and an ex­
tensive business reference 
library; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

"Business Assess­
ments" by the Service 
Corps of Retired Execu­
tives (SCORE). SCORE'S 
Business Assessment Pro­
gram analyses how well a 
business; is planned, fi­
nanced, structured, organ­
ized, controlled, and man­
aged. Following the assess­
ment, the business will re­
ceive a Written report for 
each of the 16 areas exam­
ined with recommenda­
tions for improving the 
problem areas identified in 
the assessment. To sched­
ule an assessment or for 
more information, call 
(727) 893-7146.

"Business Mentoring" 
by the Service Corps of 
Retired Executives 
(SCORE). Long-term, one- 
on-one assistance to busi­
ness owners. For more in­
formation, call (727) 893- 
7146.

Jan. 3,24
• "10 Steps to Small 

Business Success" work­
shop by the Service Corps 
of Retired Executives 
(SCORE) s A step-by-step

Big Brothers Big Sisters Focuses On 
National Mentoring Month,---------------
iv Susan Rolston

January is National
dentoring Month, a per- 
ect time to make a New 
(ear’s Resolution to call 
Jig Brothers Big Sisters 
nd volunteer to mentor a 
hild. It’s unfair that in this 
;reat community of ours 
oo many children - simply 
y virtue of their birth - do 
iot have an equal chance in 
ife. In Pinellas County 
aore than 38% of our chil- 
ren live at or below the 
overty level, many being 
aised by a single parent or 
randparent trying to make 
nds meet. Our mission is 
5 help these children reach 
aeir potential through pro- 
jssionally supported, one- 
a-one mentor relation- 
hips. Not surprising is 
rat the Big’s life is en-

approach to starting a small 
business designed to 
increase the possibility of 
success; 6 to 8 p.m. To reg­
ister or for further informa­
tion, call (727) 893-7146.

Jan. 4
• "Effective Business 

Use of Your Computer" 
workshop sponsored by the 
Service Corps of Retired 
Executives (SCORE) - 
Learn how computers can 
enhance your business; 6 to 
8 p.m. To register or for 
further information, call 
(727) 893-7146.

Jan. 4, 6-7,11,13-14, 
18,20-21,25,27-28

• "Business Counsel­
ing" sessions by the Ser­
vice Corps of Retired 
Executives (SCORE) - A 
one-on-one meeting with a 
business counselor to as­
sess your steps and plan for 
business startup or expan­
sion; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. To 
schedule ah appointment or 
for more information, call 
(727) 893-7146.

Jan. 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 
20,27

• "Business Loan 
Counseling and Assist­
ance" sessions by Tampa 
Bay Black Business In­
vestment Corp.

Discuss your plans to 
finance your business and 
receive help to identify 
conventional and non-con- 
ventional loan sources; 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. To schedule 
an appointment or for more 
information, call (727) 
826-5785.

Jan. 5
• "Steps to Start a 

Business" workshop by 
USF Small Business De­
velopment Center. Find out 
if your business idea is fea­
sible, how to market your 
business, why you need a 
business plan, where to get 
the money to start your 
business, licenses needed, 
etc.; 6 to 8 p.m. To register 
or for further information, 
call (727) 893-7146.

Jan. 5,12,19,26
• "Business Coun­

seling" sessions by USF 
Small Business Develop­
ment Center - A one-on- 
one meeting with a busi­

riched as a result of the 
mentor relationship.

The full meaning of the 
work of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters was highlighted 
nationwide in 2004, with 
the Centennial Celebration 
of the oldest and largest 
youth mentoring organiza­
tion in the country. Lo­
cally, the impact of our life­
changing mission was de­
monstrated again and again 
in the stories of matches 
made years - even decades 
- ago, which created 
friendships that thrive 
today. Families came for­
ward to recognize the Big 
that had made such a differ­
ence in the life of their 
child, and Littles, who 
became Bigs themselves 
because of the impact a Big 
had on them. The nation’s

oldest Little, 86 year old 
Victor, resides in Pasco 
County. He recalls getting 
in trouble as a young boy 
being raised by a frail 
mother and no father. A 
neighbor took the initiative 
to contact Big Brothers Big 
Sisters on his behalf. The 
rest of the story, told by this 
retired military officer, is 
how his life was changed 
forever by a volunteer Big 
Brother he’ll never forget. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
has been around for 100 
years because our pro­
grams work; an independ­
ent study conducted by 
Public/Private Ventures 
confirms that our programs 
help children improve 
school performance and 
behavior, keep them off 
drugs and alcohol and out

ness counselor to assess 
your steps and plan for 
business startup or expan­
sion; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. To 
schedule an appointment or 
for more information, call 
(727) 893-7146.

Jan. 6,11,13
• "Business Loan 

Counseling and Assist­
ance" sessions by Tampa 
Bay Black Business In­
vestment Corp.

Discuss your plans to 
finance your business and 
receive help to identify 
conventional and non-con- 
ventional loan sources; 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. To schedule 
an appointment or for more 
information, call (727) 
826-5785.

Jan. 11
• "How to Make Your 

Business Thrive Not Just 
Survive, Part 1" workshop 
by the Service Corps of 
Retired Executives 
(SCORE) ,

The first of a two-part 
workshop on a systematic 
approach to solving busi­
ness problems; 6 to 8 p.m. 
Attendees are required to 
attend both workshops. To 
register or for further infor­
mation, call (727) 893- 
7146.

Jan. 12
• "How to Write a 

Business Plan" workshop 
by USF Small Business 
Development Center

Learn how to develop 
and implement a successful 
business plan; 6 to 8 p.m. 
To register or for further in­
formation, call (727) 893- 
7146.

Jan. 13
• "How to Do Business 

with Pinellas County" 
workshop by Pinellas 
County Purchasing De­
partment

Learn about becoming 
an approved vendor, locat­
ing bid opportunities and 
placement on bid lists; 1 to 
3 p.m. To register or for 
further information, call 
(727) 893-7146.

Jan. 18
• "Food Manager Cer­

tification" workshop by the 
Florida Division of Hotels 
and Restaurants

A review of the Food 
Manager Certification Pro­
gram and the requirements 
for the exam. The cost for 
the workshop is free to 
businesses registered with 
the Division of Hotels and 
Restaurants, and $10 for 
non-registered businesses; 
9 a.m. to 12 noon. To regis­
ter for the workshop, or for 
further information, call 
(800) 704-1076.

• "How to Make Your 
Business Thrive Not Just 
Survive, Part 2" workshop 
by the Service Corps of 
Retired Executives 
(SCORE)

The second of a two- 
part workshop on a system­
atic approach to solving 
business problems; 6 to 8 
p.m. Attendees are required 
to attend both workshops. 
To register or for further 
information, call (727) 
893-7146.

Jan. 19
• "What Lenders Look 

for in a Loan Application" 
workshop by Tampa Bay 
Black Business Investment 
Corp.

Learn how lenders 
make small business loan 
decisions; 6 to 8 p.m. To 
register or for further infor­
mation, call (727) 893- 
7146.

Jan. 25
• "Planning for Your 

Business" workshop by the 
Service Corps of Retired 
Executives (SCORE) Gain 
an understanding of the 
planning phase of business 
management and accepted 
methods for preparing a 
business plan; 6 to 8 p.m. 
To register or for further 
information, call (727) 
893-7146.

Jan. 27
• "SBA Programs and 

Services-Access to Capi­
tal" workshop by the U.S. 
Small Business Admini­
stration

An overview of the 
U.S. Small Business Ad­
ministration's loan pro­
grams and resources; 6 to 8 
p.m. To register or for fur- > 
ther information, call (727) 
893-7146.

of the juvenile justice sys­
tem. In the January 2004 
edition of Forbes Maga­
zine, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters was rated one of the 
top ten organizations to 
invest your charitable con­
tributions in. It’s measura­
ble, it’s quantifiable and 
it’s good for kids.

Right now there are 
more than 149 children 
waiting for a Big Brother, 
Big Sister or Big Couple to 
bring this kind of positive 
change, as well as some 
magic to their lives. There 
is a serious fault line that 
has opened up and children 
are falling through; we 
must close the gap. This is 
Big Brothers Big Sisters; 
this is what we do every 
day with our dedicated pro­
fessional staff. It’s the

Urban Bush Women To Perform In 
Ferguson Hall---------------------------------

TAMPA - Brooklyn- 
based performance ensem­
ble Urban Bush Women 
comes to the Tampa Bay 
Performing Arts Center’s 
Ferguson Hall on Wednes­
day, Jan. 12, at 8 p.m.

Founded in 1984 by 
choreographer Jawole 
Willa Jo Zollar, Urban 
Bush Women ensemble 
members combine their 
formal dance training with 
a wide range of vocal, the­
ater and performance tech­
niques. Their work is fre­
quently based on personal 
stories and women’s lore, 
and is drawn from African 
traditions. The members of 
Urban Bush Women are 
dedicated to exploring art 
as a catalyst for social 
change, creative expres­
sion and spiritual renewal. 
Dance magazine describes 
the company’s programs as 
"heart-wrenching, soul- 
searching works that com­
municate the ecstasy and 
agony of the human condi­
tion."

Urban Bush Women 
received the 1992 New 
York Dance and Perform­
ance Award, the 1994 
Capezio Award for Out­
standing Achievement in 
Dance and the 1998 Doris 
Duke Award for New Work 
from the American Dance 
Festival.

Urban Bush Women 
is presented annually in its 
home base of New York 
City and tours extensively 
each year. In addition to 
major United States ven-

" She's a very 
successful 

•-fel-ack- woman.'

together w can st&xsp 
out prejudice, xt only takee 

oae voice to
difference/ Find youra at 

ww ♦ £ reedcmcen ter. org

I IleeMauHaRwwieibewNt U FREEOOM CENTER

reciprocal influences on 
one another that are artfully 
created through mentoring 
relationships. Mentoring a 
child is at the heart of 
American character; a deep 
seated commitment to 
extend beyond ourselves to 
make this community 
healthier by investing in its 
children.

Please call your local 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
office today, or visit our 
web site at www.bbbspc. 
org; join us as we embark 
on our second century of 
service enriching the lives 
of children through one-to- 
one mentoring relation­
ships.

Susan Rolston serves as 
CEO of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Pinellas County.

ues, the company has per­
formed at such prestigious 
festivals as Jacob’s Pillow 
Dance Festival, the New 
Haven International Fes­
tival of Art and Ideas and 
the National Black Arts 
Festival. The company has 
also performed at interna­
tional venues in Swit­
zerland, England, France, 
Brazil, Argentina, Ger­
many, Mozambique, Por­
tugal, Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Finland, Austria, the 
Netherlands and Israel.

Zollar received her 
Masters of Fine Arts in 
Dance from Florida State 
University and has created 
nearly 40 dances, served as 
artist in residence at major 
institutions across the

nation and received numer­
ous citations, grants, com­
missions and awards for 
her innovative choreo­
graphic work. In addition 
to more than 30 works for 
Urban Bush Women, 
Zollar has created works 
for Ballet Arizona, Phila- 
danco, the University of 
Maryland and the Uni-, 
versity of Florida.

As part of its mission 
and outreach effort, Urban 
Bush Women presents 
annual workshops, lecture 
demonstrations, perform­
ances and long-term resi­
dencies at the community 
level. In 1997, they estab­
lished a Summer Dance 
Institute in partnership 
with Florida State Uni­

versity.
Urban Bush Women 

plays in Ferguson Hall on 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, at 8 
p.m. Ticket prices are 
$19.50 and $32.50. Tickets 
may be purchased by call­
ing 813.229.STAR (7827) 
or 800.955.1045 outside 
Tampa Bay, in person at 
The Center Ticket Office or 
online at TBPAC.ORG. 
For groups of 12 or more, 
call (813) 222-1016 or 
(813) 222-1018. For more 
information about the Tam­
pa Bay Performing Arts 
Center and its upcoming 
events, please visit the cen- 
ter’s website at 
TBPAC.ORG.

GAPP
I Greatness, Attitude & Potential Program 

♦ 38
FREE After School Program (Pinellas County) 

Ages 12-18 • Registration Week of August 30th - Sept. 3rd 
Session begins Tuesday, Sept. 7th

Program Offers Youth
•Sfe|f Esteem, Cultural Identity
• Avoiding Peer Pressure to Sex, Drugs/Alcohol and Violence 
•Goal Setting, Refusal Skills
• Professional Family Counselor and Anger Management Specialist 

Provided
•Meets 2 days - 2 hours a week, 2 monthly field trips
• Graduation & Commitment Ceremony after completion of program 

Parent Sessions
• How to effectively communicate with your teen about sex
• Signs of Drug/Alcohol and Violence (gangs) Prevention

Where:
Clearwater: YMCA of the High Point Branch, N. Greenwood Aquatic and 
Recreation Center 
Largo: Middle School
St. Petersburg: Campbell and Child’s Park Recreation Center, Salvation Army and
James B. Sanderlin Center 
Tarpon: CAP (Citizen Alliance for Progress) Center, Union Academy

CALL TO FIND OUT 
THE CLOSEST SITE TO YOUR HOME!

(727) 823-2288
Supported in part by:

Project No. 003206-01 from HRSA/SRRANS Community-Based 
Abstinence Education Fund and the James B. Sanderlin Center

GAPP

[X Are you interested in writing for The Weekly Challenger or
becoming one of our photographers?

If so, please stop by the office or call us at (727) 896-2922! Z

http://www.bbbspc
TBPAC.ORG
TBPAC.ORG
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STATE NEWS
Jeb Bush: Hurricanes Pale Next To 
Tsunami —-----------------------------------------------—

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, left, talks with 
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, as 

Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, the American President's 
brother, looks on after their meeting, Wednesday, 

Jan. 5 in Jakarta, Indonesia. U.S. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, several days into a tour of areas rav­
aged by an earthquake-spawned tsunami, was still 
talking like a man in shock Wednesday after flying 

over a muddy brown moonscape of hundreds of flat­
tened palm trees and shattered houses.

AP Photo/Suzanne Plunkett
bv Joseph Coleman
Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand 
- Florida Gov. Jeb Bush 
said Tuesday that his expe­
rience in last year's hurri­
canes help him assess the 
damage in Asia's tsunami 
catastrophe", but that the 
American disaster paled in 
comparison1 to the Asian 
one;1

Bush, who arrived in 
Thailand on Monday night 
with Secretary of State 
Colin Powell tb tour devas­
tated areas here and in 
Indonesia, said the death 
and destruction across 
southern Asia was on an 
awesome scale.

"We had nothing com­
pared to that," Bush told 
The Associated Press at 
.Bangkok's Don Muang air 
force base. "When you 
have 150,000 people who 
died over 11 countries, that 
goes way beyond what 
anybody's experienced in

Endowed Scholarship 
Of Rev. Rogers P. Fair

Established In Honor

DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. - The legacy of Rogers 
P. Fair will live on at 
Bethune-Cookman College 
through an endowed schol­
arship established by his 
widow, Agnes Fair.

"This scholarship 
means a lot to me in the 
fact that his life will be 
continued through helping 
others,” Mrs. Fair said. 
"Bethune-Cookman Col­
lege meant everything to 
him. He may have graduat­
ed from Clark [College, 
now Clark-Atlanta Univer­
sity] but Bethune-Cook­
man was his heart."

Handpicked by
Bethune-Cookman College 
founder Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune to be the first 
College chaplain, Rev. Fair

More Adult Flu Vaccine Shots Available In 
Florida ——--------------------------------------------

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. 
(AP) - Eight thousand 
additional doses of adult 
flu vaccine have arrived in 
Florida from California, 
state health officials 
announced Monday.

State Health Secretary
John Agwunobi also said
Monday that additional
shipments of flu vaccine

our own country/'
Bush joined Powell in 

meetings with Thai offi­
cials before heading to the 
resort island of Phuket, 
which was’ravaged by the 
Dec. 26 tsunami that wiped 
out coastal communities 
across southern Asia.

The Florida governor 
said he was in the region at 
the request of his brother, 
President Bush. While the 
governor said he brought 
some natural disaster expe­
rience following the four 
hurricanes that hit his state 
last year, he said he also 
wanted to demonstrate the 
president's heartfelt com­
mitment to the recovery 
effort.

"I will give him my 
observations," said Bush, 
who plans to return to 
Washington on Thursday 
before an international 
donors conference in Jakar­
ta, Indonesia. "What I'll tell 
him ... is that the United

served as the campus’ spir­
itual advisor for 47 years 
until his retirement in 
1994. His tenure was 
among the longest in the 
United Methodist Church.

Rev. Fair, who passed 
away in March 2004, came 
to Daytona Beach in 1947 
after the Methodist Church 
transferred him from South 
Carolina to serve as pastor 
of Stewart Memorial 
Church and Bethune- 
Cookman College.

He was listed in 
"Who’s Who Among 
American Clergymen 
1973-89,” received more 
than 200 citations and hon­
ors throughout his career, 
including a 1991 award by 
the Board of Higher Educa­
tion and Campus Ministries

are expected on an ongoing 
basis, but that officials are 
continuing to recommend 
that only high-risk people 
or those who live with peo­
ple in high-risk groups 
should get flu shots.

The high risk adults 
who should get vaccinated 
include those with chronic 
health conditions, people

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, right, accompa­
nied by Indonesian Welfare Minister Alwi Shihab, 
center, and Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, background, 

walks towards a U.S. Navy Seahawk helicopter at 
Banda Aceh airport in Aceh province, Indonesia, to 

inspect the tsunami-ravaged area Wednesday, Jan. 5.
AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko

States' response has been 
very impressive. It's been 
quick, and it's been the 
kind that the American 
people would want for a 
tragedy like this."

While the United 
States was initially accused 
of reacting too slowly, 
Washington has now 
pledged $350 million to 
help Ayith the relief effort, 
and the U.S. military is 
mounting one of its largest 
missions in Asia since the 
Vietnam War to rescue sur­
vivors and bring food and 
other supplies to devastated 
areas.

Despite the difference 
in scale, Florida's and Thai­
land's disasters have simi­
larities, said Bush.

Both suffered environ­
mental damage, and Bush 
said he could offer some 
assessment of beach ero­
sion and damage to man­
groves and coral reefs and 
how to restore tourism.

of the Florida Conference 
of the United Methodist 
Church for Rare and Most 
Distinguished Service to 
Christian Higher Education 
and Campus Ministries.

"After church and fam­
ily, his goal was to direct as 
many people as possible to 
Jesus Christ,” said Dr. 
James Huger, a member of 
the College’s Associate 
Board of Trustees. "Believe 
it or not, he was successful. 
He will live on in their 
lives as a shining example 
of one who tried to help his 
fellow man.”

He is still held in high 
regard by the Bethune- 
Cookman College family. 
"In all my years here, I 
never once saw him 
angry,” said campus pho-

over 65, pregnant women, 
nursing home residents, 

health care workers, and 
those who care for an 
infant.

Officials also recom­
mend that children aged 6 
months to 35 months also 
be vaccinated.

Flu vaccine is less 
available this year follow-

"One of the elements 
that we've learned is eco­
nomic development, (the 
need) to jump start the 
economy quickly," he said. 
"It looks as though the Thai 
experience is really quite 
similar to Florida in the 
sense that they rely on 
tourism a lot."

In Phuket; Bush 
expressed condolences to 
tsunami victims and 
thanked relief workers and 
the consular corps, calling 
them "true heroes ... work­
ing 24 hours a day without 
asking anything in return, 
acting on their sense of 
compassion."

On behalf of the presi­
dent, first lady and all 
Americans, he said the 
United States will stand 
"with the leaders of this 
region and people of this 
region to provide support 
not only for the relief and 
the recovery, but on a long­
term basis."

tographer John Reeves;. 
"He would walk into a 
room and the place would 
simply light up thanks to 
his smile and his voice."

The scholarship is ear­
marked for students plan­
ning to enter the ministry.

"Bethune-Cookman 
College is better for the 
service of Rogers P. Fair 
and this scholarship will 
both preserve his memory 
and service to mankind,” 
said College President Dr. 
Trudie Kibbe Reed. "I 
extend my gratitude to 
Mrs. Fair for making this 
possible and keeping alive 
the vibrant memories of a 
remarkable human being."

ing the removal in October 
of 48 million doses of adult 
vaccine from the U.S. mar­
ket after a major British 
supplier had a problem 
with bacterial contamina­
tion.

So far, state flu cases 
have been light, but 
Florida's flu season is just 
starting, AgWunobi said.

Chisholm
from front page

Bom Shirley St. Hill in 
New York City, on Nov. 30, 
1924, she was the eldest of 
four daughters of Carib­
bean immigrants.

She began her profes­
sional career as a nursery 
school teacher, eventually 
becoming director of a day

B-CC President Speaks At Jackie Robinson
Ballpark Renovation Groundbreaking

Bethune-Cookman College President Dr. Trudie 
Kibbe Reed gives remarks at Tuesday's groundbreak­

ing ceremony for renovations at Jackie Robinson 
Ballpark.

Reed participated in the ceremonial groundbreaking.

DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. - As a ninth-grade stu­
dent attending an NAACP 
convention, Bethune- 
Cookman College Presi­
dent Dr. Trudie Kibbe Reed 
met baseball legend Jackie 
Robinson.

"He asked us what are 
our goals for education,” 
Dr. Reed recalled at 
Tuesday’s groundbreaking 
ceremonies for renovations 
at Daytona Beach’s Jackie 
Robinson Ballpark. "I will 
never forget that moment." 
Representing the role of 
Bethune-Cookman College 
and College Founder Dr. 
Mary McLeod Bethune’s in 
Robinson’s ascent to the 
Major Leagues, Dr. Reed 
was one of six speakers on 
a crisp, cool morning at the 
ballpark where Robinson 
played his first spring train-

Two-Thirds Of Florida’s Provisional Ballots 
Rejected-------------------- ----------------------——

TALLAHASSEE - 
Nearly two-thirds of provi­
sional ballots cast on 
Election Day ih Florida 
weren't counted, mostly 
because the people casting 
them weren't registered to 
vote, state officials said 
Monday.

Preliminary figures, 
culled by the state from 
county elections officials, 
showed that of 27,742 pro­
visional ballots cast, 9,915 
were counted and 17,827 
were rejected. The number 
could be revised but isn't 
likely to change dramati­
cally.

The federal Help 
America Vote Act, or 
HAVA, passed in response 
to the troubles encountered

care center, and later serv­
ing as an educational con­
sultant with the city's child 
care department. She be­
came active in local Demo­
cratic politics and ran suc-
cessfully for the state
Assembly in 1964.

After , leaving Con-
gress, Chisholm was
named to the Purington 
Chair at Mount Holyoke

ing game March 17, 1946.
Dr. Bethune provided 

accommodations for Rob­
inson and his family when 
they arrived in Daytona 
Beach in 1946. Daytona 
Beach was the only Florida 
city that allowed Robinson 
to play, thanks in part to Dr. 
Bethune’s influence and 
political clout.

Dr. Reed stated that Dr. 
Bethune recognized the 
importance of Robinson 
breaking baseball’s color 
barrier. After a year in the 
minor leagues, Robinson 
did that in. 1947 with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers.

"She saw something 
great in Jackie Robinson,” 
Dr. Reed said of Dr. 
Bethune. "She opened 
doors in the days of Jim 
Crow and made it possi­
ble."

in the 2000 presidential 
election, required the dis­
tribution of provisional bal­
lots even iP people don't 
appear to be registered.

The ballots are held 
until officials determine 
whether they people were 
entitled to vote. If they 
should have been allowed 
to vote, the ballots count. If 
not, they are thrown out.

Court rulings last year 
held that voters must vote 
in their correct precincts in 
Florida. In most cases, peo­
ple who showed up at the 
wrong precincts were 
directed to the correct ones, 
said Jenny Nash, a spokes­
woman for the Florida 
Department of State, which 
oversees elections. »

College in South Hadley, 
Massachusetts, where she 
taught for four years. In 
later years she was a 
sought-after speaker on the 
lecture circuit.

Chisholm was married 
twice. Her 1949 marriage 
to Conrad Chisholm ended 
in divorce in February, 
1977. Later that year she 
wed Arthur Hardwick, Jr.,

The Bethune-Cookman College baseball team with 
Sharon Robinson.

Bethune-Cookman 
College presented an hon­
orary degree to Robinson 
in 1953. The Wildcat base­
ball team, who have won 
six consecutive Mid-East­
ern Athletic Conference 
championships, play their 
home games at the ballpark 
renamed in Robinson’s 
honor in 1990.

Athletic Director Lynn 
Thompson, Head Baseball

"The majority of the 
ones that were rejected 
were because the people 
were not registered to 
vote," Nash said.

An analysis by the 
Tallahassee Democrat, 
which polled countjes 
about rejected provisional 
ballots, found that slightly 
more than 7 percent were 
tossed because voters had 
been purged from the rolls 
either because they hadn't 
voted in several years or 
were found to be ex-felons.

State law requires 
county election officials to 
drop voters if they haven't 
voted in the last two feder­
al elections. They're also 
told to purge convicted 
felons whose voting rights

who died in 1986. She had 
no children.

Once discussing what 
her legacy might be, Shir­
ley Chisholm commented, 
“I'd like them to say that 
Shirley Chishojm had guts. 
That's how I'd like to be 
remembered."

Coach Meryvl Melendez 
and several members of the 
baseball team alsoi attended 
the ceremony, j which 
included remarks from 
Sharon Robinson, Jackie’s 
daughter and Vice 
President of Educational 
Programming for Major 
League Baseball.

have not been restored.
Relatively few provi­

sional ballots were cast in 
Florida compared to other 
states. In Florida, they 
accounted for three-tenths 
of a percent of the 7.5 mil- 
lion votes cast.

A provisional ballot is 
placed in an envelope to 
keep the vote secret and 
inside a second envelope 
with the voter's identifying 
information. County can­
vassing boards researched 
the voter's status to decide 
if the person was eligible to 
vote. If someone was 
deemed ineligible, the 
envelope was never 
opened.

Professional Hair Care Products
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NATIONAL NEWS
Five Suspects Indicted in Md. Arson 
Spree
Race had been considered a possible motive

by Gretchen Parker 
Associated Press Writer

GREENBELT, Md. - 
Five men accused of set­
ting fire to homes under 
construction in an upscale 
development outside 
Washington have been 
indicted on federal charges, 
prosecutors said Monday.

The Dec. 6 fires 
destroyed 10 houses and 
damaged 16 others in the 
Hunters Brooke develop­

Cummings
from front page

year, the caucus will have 
43 members, including 42 
House lawmakers and 
incoming Democratic sena­
tor Barack Obama of 
Illinois, a change Cum­
mings describes as “very, 
very significant," because 
those lawmakers represent 
about 30 million con­
stituents.

But his chairmanship 
hasn't been without diffi­
culties. The caucus was fre­
quently at odds with the 
Bush administration.

Bush met with the cau­
cus in his first month in 
office, but then went more 
than two years without a 
meeting. Cummings pro­
tested the dearth of meet­
ings by turning down an 
invitation to the White 
House in July 2003 after

MID PENINSULA JEAFOOD 
MARKET & RBTAURANT 

400 - 49th St South 
St. Petersburg, FL

327- 8309
328- 8309

’Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM 
Sunday ... Gone Fishin1

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

THE BEST 
FRIED OYSTERS 
OHTHEPLAHET.

HOHEST!
DINNER WITH TWELVE $9.99 
FRIED OYSTER SANDWICH $4.99

THE SILVER STARS will be having their 1st 
celebration of2005 as they come together as one with 

love, faith, understanding and most of all thanking Qod 
for another year. Please join the Stars “STEPPING 

INTO 2OO5” on Saturday, January 8th @ The 
Bingo Nall located at3615- 37th Street South, St. 

Petersburg from 8:30 pm until, you may contact any 
member for additional details or call Mary Parker, Pres. 

@821-5192.

THE SILVER STARS WOULD ALSO 
LIKE TO SAY “THANK YOU” TO 

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT THROUGH THE 20
YEARS OF OUR EXISTENCE. Nappy 

New year! May you have a very successful2005.

ment. Damage was esti­
mated at $10 million.

Interim U.S. Attorney 
Allen Loucks said a grand 
jury had indicted Aaron 
Speed, 21; Patrick Walsh, 
20; Jeremy Parady, 20; 
Michael Everhart, 20; and 
Roy McCann, 22. All were 
charged with arson, con­
spiracy to commit arson, 
and aiding and abetting the 
arsons.

Loucks didn't rule out

the possibility that other 
arrests could be made. The 
indictment alleges that the 
five suspects conspired 
with each other "and with 
other persons known and 
unknown to the grand 
jury."

His declaration includ­
ed no information about the 
possible motives, including 
whether the fires were hate 
crimes.

Speed was a security

the president's trip to Afri­
ca. Cummings laughs when 
he recalls running into 
Bush not long afterward at 
a conference of the 
National Urban League. 
The president, the con­
gressman recalls, asked 
him: “Why did you dis me, 
man?"'

Cummings described 
the caucus' relationship 
with the White House as 
“very difficult." Yet, Cum­
mings is quick to point out 
it has been rewarding “be­
cause we were able to eke 
out some victories."

Watt said Cummings 
has led the caucus diplo­
matically at a time when 
the White House is occu­
pied by a Republican presi­
dent.

“Elijah could have 
gone out there and kind of 
gone ballistic on the presi­
dent and basically blown

guard at the development 
and Parady was a volunteer 
firefighter. Walsh has been 
described as the ringleader 
of the group, members of a 
street racing club known 
variously as the Family and 
the Unseen Cavaliers.

Investigators had said 
they believe tl,e fires were 
set primarily to gain notori­
ety for the group although 
they have looked at other 
possible motives including 
revenge - Speed allegedly 
believed the company did 
not show concern after the 
death last year of his infant 
son. They also looked into 
race as a possible motive, 
since many of the families 
buying homes in the devel­
opment are black while 
those arrested are white. 
Loucks wouldn't comment

, on the status of a sixth sus­
pect arrested last month, 
Michael Gilbert, or wheth­
er he is cooperating with 
investigators.

Just one of the houses 
was occupied at the time of 
the arsons; it was not sig­
nificantly damaged and the 
family washable to return 
home by around mid- 
December.

Loucks announced the 
indictments hours after he 
was sworn in as interim 
prosecutor, taking the place 
of Thomas DiBiagio, who 
resigned last month to join 
a Washington law firm. 
Loucks has been an assis­
tant U.S. attorney since 
1994 and will serve as 
interim U.S. attorney for 
120 days or until a replace­
ment is found.

up any future possibilities 
of building a relationship, 
and he's been careful not to 
do that," Watt said. “I think 
he leaves an atmosphere 
and a climate and an envi­
ronment that if the presi­
dent is willing to meet with 
us and build the relation­
ship, we'd have something 
to work with."

Cummings, who is the 
third congressman from 
Maryland's 7th District to 
chair the CBC, worked 
hard to hold joint news 
conferences with other 
congressional groups, such 
as the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus 
and the Congressional His­
panic Caucus.

“You must form coali­
tions with others," he said. 
Cummings said the caucus 
has had to focus on “more 
of a defensive strategy," in 
trying to maintain funding

for historically black col­
leges, promoting affirma­
tive action and getting 
more aid to Africa.

Cummings said he be­
lieves he has helped lead 
the caucus as a “conscience 
of the Congress" by taking 
up hot-button issues and 
giving voice to views that 
aren't popular with the 
Bush administration. He 
cited caucus meetings 
shown on C-SPAN that 
regularly generated interest 
among white as well as 
black viewers. Speaking 
out about prescription 
drugs, joblessness and the 
war in Iraq and promoting 
Head Start resonated with 
people throughout the 
nation, he said.

“Our message is one 
that went to the center of 
peoples' lives," Cummings 
said.

Mom Of Jackson Accuser ‘Tricked’
Paper---------------------- ------------------------------

ening," Mid Valley News 
Editor Connie Keenan told 
Celebrity Justice.

An attorney for the 
accuser's mother, Michael 
Manning, did not immedi­
ately return a call from The 
Associated Press late 
Monday.

After learning of the 
charges against Jackson in 
2003, Keenan said she sent 
a copy of the newspaper 
story to Jackson's former 
attorney, Mark Geragos. 
She also said she was 
recently contacted by his 
defense team.

Jackson, 46, has plead­
ed not guilty to charges of 
molesting a boy, conspira­
cy and administering an 
intoxicating agent, alcohol, 
to his alleged victim. His 
trial is scheduled to begin 
Jan. 31.

LOS ANGELES - The 
mother of a boy accusing 
Michael Jackson of child 
molestation tricked a week­
ly newspaper into running 
a story seeking donations 
for her son's cancer treat­
ments, according to a TV 
show devoted to the legal 
woes of stars.

In 2000, the 
woman told a reporter for 
the Mid Valley News, a 
community newspaper that 
serves Southern Califor­
nia's suburban San Gabriel 
Valley, that her son was 
battling cancer and the edi­
tor agreed to print a story, 
Celebrity Justice reported 
Monday.

The medical bills, 
however, were fully cov­
ered by an insurance policy 
held by the boy's father 
through his employer and

Nearly 1,000 Turn Out To Honor Black 
Elected To Congress------ ------- -------------

MILWAUKEE (AP) - 
Although, Gwen Moore 
would not be officially 
sworn in until Tuesday in 
Washington as the first 
black from Wisconsin 
elected to Congress, nearly 
1,000 supporters turned out 
for an unofficial ceremony 
in Milwaukee.

“This is the true 
investiture here; not on the 
4th," she told a standing-

The CBC Salutes American Heroine 
Shirley Chisholm ——------- -------------- -

WASHINGTON, DC - 
On Monday, Jan. 3 U.S. 
Representative Elijah E, 
Cummings (D-Md.), Chair­
man of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, issued the 
following statement in re­
membrance of former Con­
gresswoman Shirley Chis­
holm, who died on Satur­
day at the age of 80.

"Our country has lost a 
civil rights icon who made 
extraordinary contributions 
to American history.

"As a member of Con­
gress from 1968 until 1983, 
Shirley Chisholm was a 
trailblazer who exemplified 
servant leadership.

"In 1972, Congress- 
woman Chisholm became 
the first African American 
woman to be a candidate 
for the nomination of the 
Democratic Party for the 
office of President of the 
United States.

"As a founding mem­
ber of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, she was a 
driving force behind the 
Caucus' mission to serve as
the 'Conscience of the 

.........

Pop star Michael Jackson waves after greeting sever­
al hundred children that were invited guests at his 
Neverland Ranch home on Dec. 17,2004. His trial 

date is set for Jan. 31.
AP/Mark J. Terrill

union, according to the TV "My readers were used, 
show. My staff was used. It's sick-

room-only crowd Sunday 
at the Hyatt Regency 
Milwaukee hotel.

Moore, who has served 
in the Wisconsin Legisla­
ture for 12 years, recited 
the oath of Congress to 
state Supreme Court Jus­
tice Louis Butler as her sis­
ter, Jacqueline Allen of 
Milwaukee, held a Bible 
that had belonged to their 
deceased mother.

Democrat congresswoman Shirley Chisholm of New 
York takes her oath of office, on in this Jan. 3,1969 

file photo in Washington, D.C., as the first black 
woman to serve in the House of Representatives. 

Administering the oath in this re-enactment of the 
swearing-in cremony is Speaker John McCormack. 

Congress', and to fight to supported women and chil-
include women, children, 
African Americans and all 
people of color in the pub­
lic policy debate that so 
deeply affects their lives.

"Throughout her ca­
reer, she exhibited 
remarkable political 
skills, and remained 
steadfast on the issues in 
which she believed.

"She worked tireless­
ly to protect programs that

NEWS 
DEADLINE 
IS 4 P.M. 
MONDAY

Gov. Jim Doyle, Mil­
waukee Mayor Tom Bar­
rett, Lt. Gov. Barbara 
Lawton, Milwaukee Coun­
ty Executive Scott Walker, 
former Wisconsin Secre­
tary of State Vel Phillips 
and Milwaukee Common 
Council President Willie 
Hines Jr. spoke at the gath­
ering.

Only a few supporters 
and relatives will travel to

dren. As a Member of

A MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE*
We are born with limitless potential. Help us make sure that we all bare 

the chance to achieve. Please visit uncf .org or call 1-800-332 8623 
iorg Give to the United Negro College Fund.

Washington for the formal 
swearing-in because mem­
bers of the House of 
Representatives are limited 
to just two invitations for 
that ceremony, Moore's sis­
ter, Brenda Moore, said.

Gwen Moore defeated 
a political newcomer, attor­
ney Gerald Boyle Jr., in the 
November election, win­
ning 70 percent of the vote.

Congress, she introduced 
legislation to establish pub­
licly supported daycare 
centers and to extend un­
employment insurance to 
domestic workers.

"Even after holding 
office, she continued her 
fight for equal rights by 
establishing the National 
Political Congress of Black 
Women.

"Congresswoman 
Chisholm was a pioneer in 
public service who, 
through courage and wis­
dom, brought honesty and 
integrity to the legislative 
process.

"As we honor Con­
gresswoman Chisholm's 
legacy, we must remain 
vigilant in our efforts to 
remain true to her vision of 
creating an America that 
affords equality and justice 
to all of its citizens.

"We extend our sincere 
condolences to the Chis­
holm family."

f. FOR OVER 21 YEARS
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Amid Protests, Haitian Leaders Celebrate 201st 
Independence Anniversary In Flood-Stricken Town

Mandela Plans Second AIDS 
Benefit Concert-------------- ------

Haitians crowd at the front of the cathedral as Government members attend mass 
in celebration of Haiti’s 201th anniversary of independence in Gonaives, Haiti 

Saturday, Jan. 1.

by Amy Bracken 
Associated Press Writer

GONAIVES, Haiti 
(AP) - Haiti's leaders 
marked the country's 201st 
anniversary of independ­
ence Saturday while pro­
testers demanded more 
help in this flood-ravaged 
city where political ten­
sions still linger almost a 
year after a revolt that oust­
ed President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide.

In the northern city of 
Gonaives where the coun­
try's declaration of inde­
pendence from slave-hold­
ing France was signed Jan. 
1, 1804, Interim President

Boniface Alexandre urged 
Haitians to help pave the 
way for "free, honest, 
transparent and democratic 
elections" this year.

“Haiti had 200 years of 
suffering, division and ha­
tred," Alexandre said from 
a balcony at city hall, 
addressing a restless crowd 
of about 200. “In 2005, we 
must not make our ances­
tors ashamed. We must all 
understand the problem is 
in us."

The crowed heckled 
Gonaives Mayor Calixte 
Valentin when he intro­
duced Alexandre and other 
speakers, shouting “get

AP Photos/Anana Cubillos 
out!" Valentin .told The 
Associated Press he was 
considering resigning, say­
ing he was frustrated about 
not having enough funds to 
meet people's demands. He 
did not elaborate.

Earlier, Alexandre and 
Interim Prime Minister 
Gerard Latortue listened to 
a church sermon while 
about 200 protesters gath­
ered outside the cathedral. 
Some demanded the U.S- 
backed government deliver 
on promises made in 
October to rebuild the bat­
tered city.

Hundreds are still 
homeless from September

Interim Haitian President Boniface Alexandre, left, 
holding the national flag, and Interim Prime 

Minister Gerard Latortue listen to the national 
anthem during the celebration of the 201th anniver­

sary of Haiti’s independence in Gonaives, Haiti.

"46664 South Africa will build on the success of our 
truly memorable concert in Cape Town last year," 

said Mandela.
by Gabriel Packard preparing for a second con-

ST. PETERSBURG 
RITES

Butler, Marchellar (Allen) 

Riggins and Geraldine 

(Emanel) Dixon, all of St. 

Petersburg; five grandchil­

dren; three great grandchil­

dren; and several nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and

BUTLER, ELIZA­

BETH, 81, died December 

22, 2004. Survivors include 

two sons, Ethen (Debbie) 

Butler, Jr., Columbus, Ohio, 

and Phillip (Yolanda) Butler, 

St. Petersburg; three daugh­

ters, Margaret (Robert)

zs

floods that killed at least 
2,000 people and left 
another 900 missing and 
presumed dead. Piles of 
dried mud still block roads, 
agriculture is in ruins and 
half the city's schools have 
yet to reopen.

“We're tired of .the 
lies," said Barthelemy 
Dieu-Fils, a teacher. “They 
said there's money coming, 
but we don't see any money 
.. .We can't live like this."

Last year, bloody 
clashes between police and 
protesters in Gonaives and 
the capital of Port-au- 
Prince ruined Aristide's 
lavish bicentennial tribute

to Haiti's independence as 
the world's first black 
republic. South African 
President Thabo Mbeki 
was among the few digni­
taries who didn't cancel his 
appearance but left Gon­
aives prematurely amid 
security threats.

A month later in 
February, anti-Aristide 
gangs attacked the Gon­
aives police station, killing 
officers and joining with 
former soldiers to launch a 
rebellion that drove Haiti's 
first democratically elected 
leader into exile.

(IPS/GIN) - Following 
the success of his first 
"46664" AEDS-benefit con­
cert in South Africa last 
year, Nelson Mandela has 
announced that he is

cert in March 2005.
"46664 South Africa

will build on the success of 
our truly memorable con­
cert in Cape Town last 
year," said Mandela.

"It will serve to sup­
port the efforts of the 
Nelson Mandela [AIDS 
awareness] Foundation and 
to show the world that 
South Africa is really 
addressing this most vital 
issue," he added.

The rock group Queen 
will headline the forthcom­
ing concert, named for 
Mandela’s Roben Island 
jail cell number, 46664. 
Other international music 
acts a^e expected to be 
announced soon.

At the 2003 concert, 
performers such as U.S. 
hip hop star Beyonce 
Knowles and pop star 
Bono sang to more than 
30,000 people.

South Africa has more 
people with HIV/AIDS 
than any other country on 
earth, and the number of 
HIV/AIDS-related deaths 
continues to rise.

Pioneering Editor Of South 
Africa’s ‘Drum’ Magazine Dies, 
Aged 78--------- ----------------------------
bv Gabriel Packard

(IPS/GIN)-A pioneer­
ing editor of South Africa’s 
Drum magazine, an apart­
heid-era publication writ­
ten and photographed by 
blacks, has died of a heart 
attack aged 78.

Anthony Sampson, a 
white British national, also 
published 20 books includ-

ing a best-selling biogra­
phy of Nelson Mandela, 
who he met as a young 
man and remained friends 
with throughout his life.

After editing the 
Drum, Sampson went on to 
work for a string of inter­
national publications in­
cluding the Observer of 
London, and U.S.-based

Newsweek magazine.
He maintained strong

links with South Africa, 
however, which was the 
subject of several of his 
books and from 1996 he 
was a member of South 
Africa’s Independent 
Newspapers’ international 
advisory board.

OBITUARIES
friends. Smith Funeral 

Home, St. Petersburg.

EVANS,, JULIA MAE

COPPETT, 85, died

December 25, 2004.

Survivors include three

daughters, Ruby (Ray)

In Sdetnoriam
Willie James 

Livingston “Tish*l
hum-
1/04/04

Loved, missed and never 
forgotten 

(Ihe

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

J

SAMPSON, STANLEY 

M., 43, died December 27, 

2004. Survivors include one 

brother, Alvin H. Sampson,

Goffer, Dorothy (Willie) 

Harmon and Regenia 

(Hermon) Williams, all of 

St. Petersburg; three sons, 

Robert (Carrie) Evans, St. 

Petersburg, Willie (Betty) 

Evans, Clearwater, and 

Jimmy (Emma) Evans, 

Copperas Cove, Texas; four 

adopted children, Rosa Lee 

Flournoy, Louisville, Ga.,

Gladys (John) Hester, 

Atlanta,. Ga., Eula Mae 

Grant, West Palm Beach, 

and Clifford Jordan, 

Augusta, Ga.; 20 grandchil­

dren; 24 great grandchil­

dren; six great great grand­

children; and several nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and 

friends., Smith Funeral 

Home, St. Petersburg.
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Jr., New Jersey; one aunt, 

Tommie Lane, New Jersey; 

his companion, Cedric 

Anderson, St. Petersburg;

and several other relatives 

and friends. Smith Funeral 

Home, St. Petersburg.

An Easy Way to Pay 

In Advance For Your Funeral

“Yes, that's right, there 
is an easy way to pay 
for your funeral and 
have peace of mind."

The average funeral costs much less today than most people 
think. However, in the future, an average funeral wjll cost 
more.

If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a 
financial burden to those left behind.

Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs 
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you want and 
if you relocate — your plan goes with you.

Don't delay ...
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funeral planning.

McRae Funeral Home 
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South 

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705 
(727) 895-6005
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Cremation
World Wide Shipping
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Serve All National Cemeteries
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1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

"Be wise, trust God in
2005."

Greetings in the name 
of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. As we thank 
God and embark on anoth­
er year, let us be mindful of 
the many; many blessings 
God has bestowed upon us 
and praise God for His 
wonderful grace and mercy 
unto all.

Pastor Clarence A. 
Williams and the Mt. Zion 
church family cordially 
invite you to attend wor­
ship services with us at 919 
- 20th St. S. this Sunday or 
just at any time during the 
month. Join us at 7:30 a.m. 
for our early morning ser­
vice as we give praise and 
thanksgiving to God for 
His love shown toward us.

Followed by Church 
School 9:30 a.m., we en­
courage you to join us as 
we collectively learn more 
of the Word of God togeth­
er.

Our J contemporary 
worship service is at 11 
a.m. Join us as we lift high 
the name of Jesus in song 
and have a good time in the

Lord. The Male Chorus 
will minister in. song 
throughout the day. Pastor 
the Word of God. Make a 
new start. Come join us in 
worship at Zion as we 
begin anew giving glory to 
God!

Other ministries in­
clude:

• Monday - Bible Stu­
dy, 6 p.m.

• Wednesday - Early 
morning prayer 6:30 a.m.; 
Vintage Bible Study, 11 
a.m.; join us for our new 
services: Hour of Prayer, 6 
p.m.; Hour of Power, 7 
p.m. If you’re in need of a 
mid-week lift, join us for 
two power-packed hours. 
Your heart will be encour­
aged and your spirit re­
vived and renewed!

Upcoming events:
• Saturday, Jan. 8 - 

Women of Power meeting 
at 2 p.m.

• Monday, Jan. 10- 
Trustee Board meeting at 
7:30 p.m.

Let’s all get involved 
in our upcoming "80th 
Church Anniversary" 
scheduled for Feb. 20.

Several events will lead up 
to that celebration. We’ll 
enjoy an "Old Fashion 
Sunday Service" on Sun­
day, Jan. 23. Come out in 
your bonnet and overalls. 
We want to go back in his­
tory to the days of old. The 
"Super Bowl Tea "will fol­
low on Saturday, Feb. 5. 
Join us in a good time as 
we put a push on for the 
"2005 Champions." You 
don’t want to miss the cul­
minating worship services. 
Our speakers are on fire, 
and we are anticipating a 
glorious time in the Lord. 
Get ready, get involved, 
and be a part of this great 
celebration.

Looking for a church 
home? We extend an invi­
tation to you to join us. We 
as a church share the love 
of God, and the Holy Spirit 
reigns. We’d love to have 
you!

Thought for the week: 
"Little is much when 
GOD is in it."

Be blessed, and have a 
Jesus-filled week!

Friendship Missionary 
Baptist Church---------

Epiphany Observed at New 
Philadelphia-----------------------

Pastor John A. Evans, 
Sr., the first family and 
Friendship Missionary 
Baptist Church prayerfully 
invite you to worship with 
us at 3300 - 31st St. We 
also invite you to all 
church-related functions 
during the week.

First worship service 
begins at 7:45 a.m. with the 
Deacons Ministry and the 
Male Chorus will sing and 
the Second Sunday Ushers 
will serve. Pastor John A. 
Evans, Sr. will render the 
message from God.

A second worship ex­
perience is held at 10:30 
a.m. There are plenty of 
seats available.Come and 
share the Word of God with 
us!!!!!

Sunday School begins 
at 9:30 a.m. with the super­
intendent rendering the de­
votion.

Tuesday, Jan. 4 - Youth 
Enrichment Hour resumed 
with alternate Tue: ys for 
choir and usher reh .sal.

Wednesday, Jan. 5 - 
Bread of Life and Noon 
Day Bible Study resumed

with Minister Blanche 
Reedy rendering the les­
sons on Purpose-Driven 
Life - 40 Days of Purpose. 
Come see what the Lord 
requires of you as a soul 
winner this year. 
Wednesday evening Praise 
and Worship were rendered 
by the Praise Team, and 
Pastor Evans, Sr. rendered 
the lesson for the New 
Year's beginning (When the 
Enemy Strikes).
We are embarking upon a 
huge task and are asking 
ALL MEMBERS of 
Friendship to become dis­
ciples this year and recruit 
at least one soul back to 
Jesus Christ!!!!!

Once again, thank all 
of the ministerial staff, 
youth workers and other 
personnel at Friendship for 
all of their exuberant ef­
forts in 2004. In 2005, we 
are going to arrive alive at 
the gates of hell for Jesus 
Christ and take back every 
soul that Satan has 
stolen!!!!!!

The church family will 
celebrate personhood of 
Jesus and His bodily mani­
festation to early disciples 
and other followers and 
believers. Jesus’ ministries 
of teaching, preaching, and 
healing, will be focus of 
mid-morning sermonic 
proclamation. Members 
are urged to be prompt in 
worship attendance.

“At-Home” Bible 
Study takes place on

Bethel Metropolitan 
Church----------------------

Bethel Metropolitan 
Baptist Church extends an 
invitation to join us in the 
celebration, cultivation and 
communication of His 
Word. The doors of God’s 
House in the city are open 
for both 8 and 11 a.m. ser­
vices on Sunday, Sunday 
school at 9:30 a.m. and 
Prayer Meeting and Bible 
Study on Wednesday at 7

Monday at 7 p.m. This 
innovative ministry is for 
sick and/or shut-in mem­
bers who cannot attend 
mid-week study sessions. 
The present study empha­
sis is on “Spiritual Gifts.” 
Persons interested in this 
ministry should contact 
pastor.

Mid-week Bible Study 
is collectively involved in 
reading and discussing 
book entitled, “The Pur-

and 7:30 p.m., respectively.
Our monthly Prayer 

Breakfast will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 8 at 8:30 
a.m. Join us for breakfast 
and fellowship.

The Scholarship Min­
istry of Bethel invites you 
to attend their Scholarship 
Banquet Saturday, Jan. 8 at 
6 p.m. Please call the 
church office at (727) 327-

GOD BLESS AMEDICA!

pose Driven Life.” Mem­
bers will meet on Wednes­
day at 7 p.m. and discuss 
salient points of this book. 
Presently, each person 
involved will read and 
reflect on a “chapter-a- 
day” for 40 days, com­
mencing Jan. 1 - Feb. 9. 
For additional information 
on these study sessions, 
contact any member of 
Christian Education min­
istry.

Baptist

0554 for ticket informa­
tion.

Bethel Metropolitan 
Youth Ministry encourages 
the youth of the communi­
ty to join them each 
Wednesday at 7j p.m. for 
Teen Summit. The age for 
this youth-oriented min­
istry is five to 18 years.’

The Stellar Gospel Music Awards Celebrates 20 
Years Of Gospel Music At Its Best-----------------------

Top (left to right): Co-host and Trailblazer Award recipient Donnie McClurkin; co-host Yolanda Adams; and co-host Stellar Awards 
nominee Tonex. Bottom (left to right): Stellar Awards presenter and performer Kirk Franklin; James Cleveland Award recipient 

Richard Smallwood; and Stellar Legends Award recipient Dr. Bobby Jones.
HOUSTON - The 

Stellar Awards, the longest 
running gospel music 
award show in broadcast 
television history, cele­
brates its 20th anniversary 
on Saturday, Jan. 15. 
Houston’s favorite daugh­
ter Yolanda Adams, along 
with gospel sensations 
Donnie McClurkin and 
Tonex will co-host this 
year’s televised awards 
show taping at the. George 
R. Brown Convention 
Center in Houston, Texas.

This year’s bronze an­
niversary celebration will 
include many special 
guests, performances and 
tributes from some of

gospel music’s brightest 
stars. Some of the presen­
ters tapped for the 2005 
awards show include leg­
endary recording artist 
Roberta Flack, contempo­
rary artist Lalah Hathaway, 
Mom & Pop Winans, 
Shirley Caesar and actor 
Dule Hill of NBC’s "West 
Wing," to name a few.

A special segment 
chronicling highlights of 
the previous 19 years of the 
Stellar Gospel Music 
Awards is planned. Some 
of gospel music’s top tradi­
tional and contemporary 
talent will be on hand in 
spiritual tandem with the 
world of entertainment to

celebrate gospel music’s 
finest. The all-star line-up 
of performers includes Kirk 
Franklin, CeCe Winans, 
Marvin Sapp, Fred 
Hammond, Dottie Peoples, 
the Hawkins Family, Bish­
op Paul S. Morton and 
Latin gospel artist Martha 
Munizzi who is nominated 
for New Artist of the Year. 
More confirmed talent to 
be announced at a later 
date.

The Trailblazer Award 
(previously known as the 
Hall of Fame Award) will 
be presented to Donnie 
McClurkin for his unique 
talent as a performer, writer 
and producer of gospel

music, for career record 
sales, concerts and as a role 
model for young people 
entering the gospel music 
field.

The prestigious James 
Cleveland Award will be 
presented to Richard 
Smallwood an artist who 
has made a major impact in 
the development and 
advancement of gospel 
music. Dr. Bobby Jones 
will receive the Legends 
Award for his enormous 
contributions to the gospel 
music industry and dedica­
tion in bringing the gospel 
music community together.

Leading the pack this 
year with six nominations

each are CeCe Winans, The 
Williams Brothers and Fred 
Hammond who are in the 
running for the most presti­
gious award in gospel 
music. Bishop Paul S. Mor­
ton and Tonex garnered 
five nominations each 
while Israel Houghton & 
New Breed followed with 
four nominations.

Stellar Awards founder 
and executive producer 
Don Jackson says, "We are 
proud to have brought to 
America and to other coun­
tries around the world, 
some of the finest talent in 
gospel music history over 
the years of the Stellar 
Gospel Music Awards.

Top (left to right): Stellar Awards nominees Fred Hammond and CeCe
Wmans; Middle (left to right): Stellar Awards nominees Israel Houghton and 
Dottie Peoples; Bottom (left to right): Stellar Awards presented Pastor Shirley 

Caesar and Stellar Awards nominee Bishop Paul S. Morton.
This show is now an insti­
tution and has proven to be 
the barometer for excel­
lence in the gospel field."

The Stellar Gospel 
Music Awards is executive- 
produced by Chicago- 
based Central City Produc­
tions’ Don Jackson and

produced by Barbara Wil­
son. Jennifer Jackson is the 
executive in charge of pro­
duction and Erma Gray 
Davis is the President and 
Chief Operations Officer of 
Central City Productions.

Tickets are available 
through TicketMasterVisit

www.stellarawards.com for 
continuous updates.

The 20th Annual Stel­
lar Gospel Music Awards 
Show will air in national 
television syndication from 
Jan. 22 to Feb. 20. Please 
check local listings for 
dates and times.

http://www.stellarawards.com
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Records Show $1 Billion To Faith-Based
Groups
bv Laura Meckler 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP)
- In New Haven, Conn., 
AIDS counselors don't hes­
itate to stop and pray any­
time someone needs a 
boost. In Charleston, S.C., 
Crisis Ministries provides 
shelter and meals for the 
homeless and the hungry.

Both are on a White 
House list of "faith-based 
organizations" that together 
received more than $1 bil­
lion in federal grants in 
2003.

Four West Virginia 
groups received federal 
funding. They were:

• The Partnership of
African American
Churches in Institute, 
$15,000

• Cabell-Huntington 
Coalition for the Homeless 
in Huntington, $211,811

• Religious Coalition 
for Cpmmunity Renewal in 
Charleston, $217,539

• HOPE Community 
Development Corporation 
in Charleston, $350,000 
When it comes to religion, 
the groups' philosophies 
are quite different.

The Connecticut AIDS 
program doesn't hesitate to 
incorporate religion into its 
program. But in South 
Carolina, Crisis Ministries 
doesn't consider itself reli­
gious at all.

“Someone has obvi­
ously designated us a faith- 
based organization, but we 
don't recognize ourselves 
as that," said Stacey De- 
naux, executive director of 
Crisis Ministries.

Hers was one of many 
groups with entirely secu­

lar missions that were sur­
prised to find their names 
on a list of faith-based 
groups provided to The 
Associated Press by the 
White House.

Other grant recipients 
are overtly religious, offer­
ing social service programs 
that the government may 
have deemed too religious 
to receive money before 
President Bush launched 
his “faith-based initiative." 
Visitors to TMM Family 
Services in Tucson, Ariz., 
which received $25,000 for 
housing counseling, are 
greeted by a picture of 
Jesus and quotes from the 
Bible.

“We believe that peo­
ple being connected to the 
faith of their choice is 
important to them having a 
productive life," said Don 
Strauch, an ordained minis­
ter and executive director 
of the group, which offers a 
variety of social services. 
“Just because we take gov­
ernment money doesn't 
mean we back down on that 
philosophy."

All told, religious-ori­
ented groups were awarded 
$1.17 billion in 2003. That 
is about 8 percent of the 
$14.5 billion spent on 
social programs that quali­
fy for faith-based grants in 
five federal departments. 
White House officials 
expect the total to grow.

The list of 2003 grant 
recipients provided to AP is 
the first detailed tally of the 
dollars behind this “faith- 
based initiative."

Elected with strong 
support of religious conser­
vatives, Bush came to of­

fice promising to open gov­
ernment's checkbook to 
religious groups that pro­
vide social services. Often, 
Bush says, religious groups 
do a better job serving the 
poor than do government 
agencies.

Civil libertarians fear 
the government will wind 
up paying for worship, 
eroding the constitutional 
separation between church 
and state.

Jim Towey, who directs 
the White House Office of 
Faith-Based and Commu­
nity Initiatives, said the 
administration has been 
clear that “government 
money is not to fund reli­
gious activities."

“This is a culture 
change in the way govern­
ment provides social serv­
ices," he said. “There's 
always going to be a very 
delicate balance."

In the past, government 
has refrained from giving 
money directly to religious 
groups, but it has required 
they set up independent, 
secular organizations to get 
taxpayer dollars. Bush tried 
to get Congress to change 
that. Congress refused, so 
he unilaterally put many of 
his changes into effect.

The White House also 
hosted several conferences 
explaining the relaxed rules 
and put out a book listing 
programs participants 
might want to apply for.

“We feel much more at 
ease," said Louis Wonderly, 
past president of the Luther 
House Foundation of 
Southern Chester County, 
Pa. The group was awarded 
$10.3 million to build an

apartment building for low- 
income older people.

“We won't have to say, 
'Oh my goodness, is it ter­
rible to have a cross hang­
ing on a bulletin board?"' 
Wonderly said.

It is unclear how much 
religion is too much reli­
gion when government 
money is involved. The 
courts have issued mixed 
rulings. The administration 
says a group getting federal 
money can sponsor wor­
ship and other religious 
activities so long as they 
are separated by time and 
location from activities 
paid by the government.

In New Haven, Conn., 
Women in Search of Health 
Education and Spirituality 
got almost $500,000 to 
help AIDS patients who are 
just out of drug treatment. 
Each session begins with a 
daily affirmation, where 
each participant chooses 
something to read, reli­
gious or secular.

The program's director, 
Patricia Lafayette, said a 
spiritual connection is 
emphasized. “Generally, 
that's the key to recovery," 
she said.

“We pray anytime 
someone asks," added 
Joyce Poole, director of the 
AIDS Interfaith Network, 
which sponsors the pro­
gram. “Some clients walk 
in and say they need a 
prayer and a hug and we 
stop whatever we're doing 
for them."

At the federal peniten­
tiary in Leavenworth, Kan., 
Life Connections got more 
than $50,000 to help in­
mates who are about to be

freed and who volunteer to 
participate and pick one of 
six religious programs to 
follow. Activities include a 
two-week spiritual retreat 
and six weeks of intense 
religious study.

White House aides de­
clined to say whether those 
particular programs were 
appropriate.

The grants on the 
White House list were not 
specifically targeted to reli­
gious organizations. Rath­
er, the list includes all 
groups believed to be faith- 
based that won competitive 
federal grants open to all 
applicants.

Specifically, it includes 
recipients of competitive 
grants administered by five 
federal departments: 
Health and Human Ser­
vices, Housing and Urban 
Development, Education, 
Labor and Justice. Not 
included are the billions 
sent to the states for distri­
bution.

An AP analysis of the 
$1.17 billion and nearly 
150 interviews in 30 states 
with grant recipients found:

Many are well-estab­
lished, large social service 
providers that have re­
ceived federal money for 
decades. More than 80 per­
cent of recipients at HHS 
had received federal money 
before. At HUD, the figure 
was 93 percent.

Two programs account 
for half of the $1.17 billion 
total: A HUD program 
known as Section 202 that 
builds housing for low- 
income poor people and 
Head Start, a large pre­
school program for poor

children. Both are dominat­
ed by longtime grant recip­
ients able to handle large 
amounts of money - not the 
small church groups some­
times evoked by the White 
House.

Many organizations in­
sist they do not belong on a 
list of faith-based organiza­
tions, even though they 
may have religious roots. 
White House officials said 
the list included groups that 
had identified themselves 
as faith-based and groups 
that officials thought were 
religious, based on their 
names.

More common: groups 
with a religious perspective 
that steer clear of proselyti- 
zation.

“We intentionally 
avoid references to God 
and His works in our edu­
cational material so that no 
one will feel intimidated or 
avoid our services because 
they're of a different reli­
gion," said Sue Ortiz, a 
home ownership counselor 
at Inner City Christian 
Federation in Grand Rap­
ids, Mich., which got 
$65,000 in 2003 and 
$150,000 in 2004.

But religion inspires 
their work, she said: “We 
do what we do because of 
God's love."

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church 
Catching the vision

The New Hope family 
invites each and everyone 
to come worship with us. 
We invite everyone to 
come catch the vision that 
our pastor has for us in the 
year 2005.

Sunday School begins 
at 9 a.m. We have good 
spirit-filled teachers rightly 
dividing the Word of truth. 
Parents - bring your chil­
dren and yourselves. Come 
and learn about this good 
God who has brought us 
this far because of His love 
for us.

Devotion begins at 
10:15 a.m. with our dea­
cons in charge. The Male 
Chorus will lead us ip 
praise and worship song 
service. Minister Tony 
Young is minister of music, 
accompanied by Vemard 
McKenny and Michael 
McKenny. Our percussion­
ist is Marcus Childs. The 
Bread of Life will be 
served by our dynamic pas­

tor, the Rev. Carlos L. 
Senior. You are invited to 
all services at New Hope.

We hope to see you 
there! The address is 2120 
- 19th St. S. If you are in 
need of transportation to 
church, please call the 
church office at (727) 896- 
5228 between the hours of 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 

through Friday.
Weekly events:
• Tuesday - Prayer 

Meeting/Bible Study- 6:30 

p.m.
• Thursday - Prayer 

Band -11 a.m.
Upcoming events:
• Jan. 8, 6 p.m., Rock 

of Jesus M. B. Church, Pas­
tor’s Anniversary Banquet, 
Pastor Carlos L. Senior, 

guest speaker.
• Jan. 16, 4 p.m., New 

Hope will worship with Mt. 
Tabor M. B. Church, 
Tampa, the Rev. T.D. Leo­
nard, pastor

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Genesis Worship Center Church 

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713 
(727) 898-5571 - Fax: (727) 898-5581 - ewcc@eniail.cnm

Sunday School • 10:00am
Sunday Celebration Service • 11:30am
New Converts Class, Wed. • 7:00pm
Home Cell Services, Thurs. • 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise & 
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team, 
Cheerleading, etc.

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That Mukes A Difference!

GOOD
SAMARITAN

BAPTIST
CHURCH

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 

(727) 821-3265
Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Sunday School.........................................8:00 a.m.
Worship Service...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Saint John Prinjitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755 
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431 

Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com 
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Morning - 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jn, 
Senior Pastor

7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal 
—. -x- i Church

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy 
Pastor

"We're Busy as Bees - 
But Sweet As Honey"

912 Third Avenue North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 

Phone: 727-822-2089

Church School .................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class..............9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship........................... 10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 RM. 
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 PM.

t.

No Jesus, 
No Peace.

KNOW
JESUS,
KNOW
PEACE!

When Life 
Knocks You 

to Your 
Knees, 

You’re in the 
Perfect 

Position to 
Pray!

5Ziorz

mailto:ewcc%40eniail.cnm
mailto:sjpbc%40tampabay.rr.com
1340.com
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240 
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 am • 11:00 am 
Sunday School 9:30 am
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday) 7:00 pm 
Bible Study 7:30 pm '99

“God’s House In The City’ Rev. Rickey L. Houston

JJjtlaitelpIfta Cromnunttg (Church

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor 

3940 - 18th Avenue South 
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733 

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin..............................................................................................................................Associate Pastor

M*n‘stry..........................................................................................................................................................................................James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry............................ .............................................................................................................................Joyce Robinson

Clerk Ministry................................................................................................................................... ... ........................................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

VISIT YOUR 
HOUSE OF 

WORSHIP THIS 
WEEK, WHERE 

THE “SON 
ALWAYS 

SHINES!

Pentecostal Teipple Clfurclf of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712 

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388 
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory 
Sunday School 
Morning Worship 
Community Bible Study 
Prayer & Bible Study 
Intercessory Prayer

Sunday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

9:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
5:45 a.m.

Stewart-Isom Memorial 
Christian 
Methodist 

Episcopal Church
182Q Walton Street S.

St. Pete, FL 33712 
(813) 327-0593

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson in

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

"A church working together for the upbuilding of (fod's kingdom” Friendship
Missionary Baptist

3300 - 31st Street South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 

(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans •

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705 
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990 

Pastor (727) 895-2119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Sunday 7:45 AM and 
11 AM Worship

Sunday School 9:30 AM 
Tuesday 7 PM Youth Church Enrichment 
Wednesday Noonday Bible Study and 

Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Queen Street
Church Ot God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P- Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service 
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School 

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer 
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Ordained Missionary 
Johnnie. Mae Jfoward 

Cad: 727 895-5239

J4 ‘Woman After 
god's

Own Jieart...

Spiritually Connected
Call for (Prayers dr 

Testimonies

YPWW First and Third Sunday of 
Each Month after Morning Service

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church Bro. Robert Smith

"A New Beginning ln Christ"

All Worship Services are held at:

4201 Sixth Street South • St Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: P.O, Box 14542 • Si. Petersburg. FL 33733 4S42 

Phone: 727.895.7700
Scheduled Services - Sunday 

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m 
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m. Praise. & Worship - 9:45 a m.

Worship Service^" 10:00 a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at '6:30 p.m. Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr. 

Pastor
Rev. In el I a Paris 
Assistant Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Class....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................... 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship...................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .... .7:00 p.m.

tde iM TZoed y otden yuHotd (4 Mltd,

but baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 
Phone: 323-7518

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

5UNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.

)RN(NG WORSHIP “ 11:00 A.M.

Come Worship With
the FlRsT Baptist Family

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist 
Episcopal Church

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712 
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com 

Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship ..................................7:30 a m.
Sunday School ........................................................ 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship ................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..........................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ........................ 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon

u rn Prayer Service...................................................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service............  7:00 p.m.

Pastor All Male Bible Study, Thursday..................................6:30 p.m.
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry 

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393 
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided) 
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am

, Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm

Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm i' 1

Home of Operation Attack Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

10th Street Church Qf God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705 

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School.............................................................. ,9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship............... ............................ 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday .Evening Prayer.....................................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study..............................7:30 p.m.

The church where what Gods word teaches 
is practiced!

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South,St. Petersburg, FL

Schedule of Services
Church School ........ ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..............10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................ 5 p.m.

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Thursday .. . . ........ 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weekjrom church makes one weak- ”

Qjeafejfutg. Jbcuud QhuSich,

20th Street 
Church Of 

Christ
820 20th Street South 

St. Fete, FL 
Home: 896-8006

Rev. G. M. Curry

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship..................................... 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................  9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union...............................................................4:30 p.m.
Communion................................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays...... ;..... ........;...................................................7:30 p.m.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228

(21 Sunday Services:

Church School................... .....9am
Praise & Worship Service.... 10:30am

■ Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service.................... .6:30pm
Bible Study........................ .....7pm

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Join us as we [ift up the name of Jesus

Sunday

8am, 10am Morning Worship 
1st & 3rd Sunday 

5pm Evening Celebration

Monday 

Noonday Prayer 
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Wednesday 

Noonday Prayer 
5:30-9:30pm 

“Inside the Family” 

Thursday

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

6am Prayer

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr. 

Partners in Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711 

727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Your Church Ad Could Sc
Here Working for You! 

Email Your Ad to: 
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

i w : m : ■ >i ■ n mbm rrkVJ

PRAYER HELPS!

mailto:bchurch5%40tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mchurchl%40tampabay.rr.com
http://www.greatermtzioname.org
dwc.tripod.com
mailto:smfaith%40tampabay.rr.com
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SPORTS
Dunn Leads Falcons 
To Top Of NFL 
Rushing-------------------

Atlanta Falcons' Warrick Dunn runs through a 
hole in the Seattle Seahawks line for a 25 yard 

gain during the second quarter in Seattle, Sunday, 
Jan.

ML*

I, ■//»

r

bv Charles Odum
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA-Jim Mora 
says Warrick Dunn's latest 
1,000-yard season was a 
surprise even to the Atlanta 
Falcons.

"He ran for 1,100 
yards and really, if you 
look at his season, they 
kind jof sneaked up on 
you," Mora said Tuesday. 
"They kind of sneaked up 
on me. I don't know, it just 
seemed like it was a quiet 
1,100 yards."

Dunn says he has 
heard that a lot in his eight- 
year NFL career, even 
though he now has three 
1,000-yard seasons and 
has topped the 900-yard 
mark two other times.

"When I have a 100- 
yard game and have a great 
game, it's not talked about, 
but when you have other 
backs who have been out 
there a lot and have been 
expected to do it, they're 
more glorified," Dunn 
said. "As long as the peo­
ple around me know, I'm 
good. But it's frustrating at 
times."

Dunn started all 16 
games for the first time in 

. his career and set career 
highs wfth nine touch­
downs rushing and 265 
carries. His 1,106 yards 
rushing fell just below his 
personal-best 1,133 with 
Tampa Bay in 2000.

Every year, Dunn says 
he has to convince more 
doubters that even though 
he's only 5-foot-9 and 180 
pounds, he,, is at his best 
when he has 20 or more 
carries.

Similarly, Dunn says 
year after year it seems to 
surprise some people that 
he's at least as effective 
when running between 
tackles as when he has the 
ball in more open space.

But Dunn says after a 
slow start this season, 
when he was still recover­
ing from a 2003 foot 
injury, he is at the top of 
his game for the playoffs.

Dunn added his mes­
sage for Mora for the play­
offs is simple: He wants 
the ball.

"I'm not tired, you're 
not going to wear me out," 
Dunn said. "Just give it to 
me and I'm going to make 
it happen."

The Falcons, the No. 2
playoff seed in the NFC,
led the NFL* in rushing,

2.
(AP Photo/John Froschauer) 

setting franchise records 
with 2,672 yards and 5.1 
yards per carry.

Dunn needed three 
100-yard games in the last 
four weeks to pass quarter­
back Michael Vick (902 
yards rushing) for the 
team's rushing lead. Run­
ning back T.J. Duckett 
added 509 yards and eight 
touchdowns.

"A running back al­
ways wants a running back 
to lead the team in rush­
ing," Dunn said. "A guy 
like Mike gets a lot of 
yards because he's going to 
scramble. Those plays are 
not always designed."

Vick's 7.5 yards per 
carry led the Falcons, and 
Mora says he knows that 
without the unusual talents 
of the quarterback, Atlanta 
would not have led the 
league in rushing.

"But you know what? 
It counts," Mora said. "It 
counts. So we'll take it. I 
think it's pretty neat."

Although Dunn says 
he wants to be a workhorse 
back, he wasn't able to 
accept the heavy load of 
carries earlier this season. 
His 2003 season ended in 
Week 12 with tom liga­
ments in his left foot. He 
was averaging a career- 
best 5.4 yards per carry 
before the injury and says 
he has only recently re­
turned to that peak form.

"It was just a matter of 
getting into football 
shape," he said. "I've been 
able to really get into foot­
ball shape. They ask me if 
I feel OK. I am great. This 
is how I felt before I got 
injured last year."

Dunn's overall average 
of 4.2 yards per carry 
includes an average of 4.5 
yards since the start of 
November.

Mora said the West 
Coast offense is perfect for 
Dunn and Duckett.

"I do think it fits a guy 
like Warrick and T.J., real­
ly to a T," Mora said. "It's 
'Here we go and boom, hit 
it down the field.' I think 
the misimpression people 
have about Warrick ... is 
that because of his size, 
he's an outside runner. But 
he's not. He's so good be­
tween the tackles because 
he can find that crease and 
he can hit it quickly. I think 
that's why he's so effec­
tive."

Southern Makes Pete 
Richardson Division 
l-AA's Highest Paid 
Coach -----------------------
Agreement Also Marks the Largest 
Coaching Contract in HBCU History

OAKLAND, Calif. 
(PRNewswire) - African- 
American-owned New Vi­
sion Sports Properties’ 
client, Southern University 
has agreed to terms with 
football coach Pete 
Richardson, making him 
the highest paid coach in 
Division I-AA and the 
highest paid coach in the 
history of Historically 
Black Colleges and Uni­
versities (HBCUs).

Per the contract, 
Richardson receives 
$200,000 per year, plus 
incentives worth up to 
$40,000, for the next three 
seasons. The incentives are 
based on awards, champi­
onships and graduation 
rates.

"I'm very excited to 
continue my relationship 
with Southern," says the 
59-year-old Richardson! "I 
received security from the 
school and security for my 
family. Now I can move 
forward and build my pro­
gram."

In 12 seasons at Sou­
thern, Richardson has cap­
tured four HBCU national 
titles and five South­
western Athletic Confer­
ence (SWAC) titles. 
Richardson is 105-38 (73.4 
percent) at Southern and 
147-51-1 (74.1 percent) in 
17 seasons as a head coach. 
He has never had a losing 
season.

This past season, 
Richardson guided an in­
jury-plagued Jaguar squad 
to an 8-4 record en route to 
winning the SWAC's Wes­
tern Division crown before 
falling 40-35 to Alabama 
State in the SWAC Cham­
pionship Game on Dec. 11 
in Birmingham, Ala. The 
Jaguars are 25-6 in their 
last 31 games. "It's a great 
day for the Jaguar Nation," 
Southern Athletic Director 
Floyd Kerr says. "Coach 
Richardson has been one of 
the most successful coach-

Coach Pete Richardson

es in our institution's histo­
ry. Both sides are pleased 
with this partnership. It 
means stability in the pro­
gram. We have our coach 
in place and we have a 
newborn commitment to 
facilities. It is all part of 
making Jaguar athletics 
successful."

As part of Southern's 
commitment to its athletic 
programs, the university 
will create a state-of-the- 
art 40,000-square-foot 
sports complex in the 
North End Zone of A.W. 
Mumford Stadium slated 
for construction in March 
2005.

Southern also plans to 
add 5,000 new seats to 
enclose the North End 
Zone and to resurface the 
track surrounding the foot­
ball field. Other improve­
ments include creating a 
10,000-15,000-square-foot 
clubhouse adjacent to Lee- 
Hines baseball stadium, 
which has already begun 
construction. In a separate 
naming rights project, 
Southern will construct a 
practice compound that 
will be utilized by all team 
sports as well as students 
involved in intramural ath­
letic programs.

For more information 
on Southern athletics, 
please log onto www.jag
sports.net.

READ THE CHALLENGER BEFORE 
IT HITS

THE NEWS STANDS.

VISIT
WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

PLATINUM
GOLD

OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744 

Owner - Falencia Robinson

USC No. 1 From Start To Finish In AP
Poll

Southern Cal head coach Pete Carroll gets 
drenched by water by his players following a deci­

sive win over Oklahoma for the National 
Championship during the Orange Bowl at Pro 

Player Stadium in Miami on Tuesday, Jan. 4. USC 
defeated Oklahoma 55-19.

(AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)

Comedian/Actor Will Ferrell, right, looks up to 
Miami Heat center Shaquille O'Neal during the

Orange Bowl game between Oklahoma and 
Southern Cal in Miami.

(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)

by Ralph D, Russo
AP Sports Writer

MIAMI - Southern 
California went back-to- 
back and wire-to-wire.

The Trojans became 
the second team to start 
and finish the season No. 1 
in The Associated Press 
Top 25, receiving all but 
three first-place votes early 
Wednesday to easily out­
distance Auburn.

On the strength of a re­
sounding 55-19 victory 
over Oklahoma in the 
Orange Bowl, USC (13-0) 
became the first team since 
Nebraska in 1994-95 to 
win back-to-back AP titles.

"We are now unani­
mously No. 1," Orange 
Bowl MVP Matt Leinart 
said right after the game.

Not quite, but good 
enough.

Southern Cal's LenDale 
White does a Heisman 

pose wit the crystal 
football trophy after 
defeating Oklahoma 

55-19.
(AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)

USC received 62 first- 
place votes and 1,622 
points. Auburn got the 
other first-place votes and 
1,559 points.

"It's probably hard for 
you to imagine, but we 
took this thing in stride, 
step by step as we went 
through," USC coach Pete 
Carroll said. "We didn't 
talk about national champi­
onship very much, the 
players probably did 
some."

The Sooners (12-1) 
finished third, ahead of 
unbeaten Utah (12-0) and 
Texas (11-1).

Auburn (13-0) finished 
its perfect season Monday 
night with a 16-13 victory 
over Virginia Tech in the 
Sugar Bowl.

Tigers coach Tommy 
Tuberville and his team 
practically pleaded with 
poll voters to give his team 
a championship, but to no 
avail.

The Trojans' 36-point 
rout was the third largest 
margin in a 1 vs. 2 match­
up.

USC joins Florida

Entertainer Sean Puffy 
Combs watches the 

Orange Bowl from the 
sideline.

(AP Photo/Alan Diaz)

State in 1999 as the only 
teams to go wire-to-wire 
since the AP started a pre­
season poll in 1950. The 
Trojans are also the 10th 
preseason No. 1 to win the 
national championship.

The Trojans' fifth AP 
title ties them with Miami 
for the fourth most.

Louisville was No. 6, 
followed by Georgia, 
Iowa, California and Vir­
ginia Tech.

Miami was 11th and 
for the first time since 
1982, no team from Florida 
ended the season ranked 
among the nation's top 
five.

Florida State (9-3) fin­
ished ranked 15 th and 
Florida (7-5) ended the 
season unranked.

Boise State's first loss 
of the season to Louisville 
in the Liberty Bowl drop­
ped the Broncos two spots 
to No. 12.

Navy made it into the 
rankings for the first time 
since 1979 at No. 24. 
Fresno State also joined 
the poll at 22.

I control my diabetes so I’ll be around 
to see the next Jackie Robinson.

■Mi'

fw

N A T 1 O H A t 
DI A BIOS 

f A O C A A M

A joint program 
of the Notional 
Institutes of 
Health and the 
Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention,

Controlling diabetes 
makes a huge difference.

My granddaughter means die world 
to me. So I'm controlling my 
diabetes. That means I keep my 
blood sugar close to normal by 
watching what 1 eat and walking 
every day. I always take my 
medicine and test my blood sugar.

With my diabetes under control,
I feel a lot better and have more 
energy. Best of all. I'm going to 
be around for my family... tor my 
friends... for life.

Call 1-800-438-5383 to leant more. 
Or visit us at httjxZ/ndep.nih.gov

Control your 
diabetes.

* PUIU tc URVICI Ol IMIS PUttllCATlOM

Nexus - Paul Mitchell 
Design Essentials - Menders

Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires
Hairstyeing

342711th Avenue North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Telephone: 323-8649
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS 

Is your family stressed due to a family 
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so, 
Operation PAR provides substance abuse 
and mental health treatment services for 
adults and children. In some cases treat­
ment services are provided at no cost. 
Services are confidential. Prevention 
services are also available to the public. 

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett 

Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency 
Project

727-893-5438

EGAL NOTICE • LEGAL NOTICE • LEGAL NOTICE

LOTTO

PICK OF THE 
WEEK! 
3-23-27 

31-45-48

CA$H 3 
769 053 411 

356
415 857 128

<6G>\ 2-3 6-4 8-7
51 3-7 2-6

There Is A 
Reason To Read The 

Weekly Challenger

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) A new image can be the result if you 
change your look. Your contributions will be valued and helpful. 
Use your quick wit to win points and friends. You need a change 
of pace.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Don't make promises. Invite friends 
over. Changes could be overwhelming. You will have a problem 
sorting out your true feelings when it comes to your relationship. 
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Although it does look promising, be 
careful not to overextend yourself or you will lose in the long 
run. Try to be reasonable. Your partner may push buttons that 
infuriate you. Uncertainties regarding relatives will make situa­
tions uncomfortable if you attend a family function.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) You should get involved in com­
petitive sports this week. An older member of your family may 
have left you with a pressing situation. Your ideas may be good, 
but they aren't necessarily right for everyone. Your outgoing 
nature might work against you this week.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You can make gains if you work in con­
junction with others. Children may pose a problem if they don't 
like suggestions. You can make extra money. Rewards will be 
yours if you put in the overtime required. You have more than 
enough on your plate already.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Make changes that will heighten 
your appeal. You can expect insincere gestures of friendliness 
this week. Disruptions may set you back, but you're strong, and 
in the end the choices you make will be favorable. Don't avoid 
your true feelings.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You can make positive changes in 
your home. Avoid too much discourse with colleagues this week. 
You're in the mood to get out and visit friends. You can benefit 
financially if you put money or maintenance into your living 

quarters.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You may meet that special person 
if you attend fundraising functions. Try to have patience and 
refrain from being judgmental. Be prepared to step into the lime­
light if you wish to promote your ambitions. Opportunities for 
new and exciting relationships will be yours if you get out and 

join groups.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Your tendency to overreact 
could get you into trouble. You can enhance your reputation by 
making contributions to worthwhile causes. Too much too fast 
will be the attitude surrounding your home environment. Money 
may slip through your fingers!
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) It's time to get yourself back 
on track. Older relatives may be a burden. Problems with col­
leagues are likely. Someone you like may be receptive and 
actively seeking your company:
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Prove your worth; concentrate 
on getting the job done and steer clear of office politics and gos­
sip. Refrain from using the highway as a racetrack. This is a great 
day to mingle with people you would like to impress. Don't make 
mountains out of molehills if you want to avoid conflict. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You are best to keep hard feelings to 
yourself. Try to ease any disappointment by making amends. You 
may find yourself in an emotional fix if you interfere in other 
people's problems. Get promises in writing or you will be disap­

pointed.

Your Neighborhood 
Insurance Agency 

Specializing In 
Affordable

Life*Health»Dental*Vision 
Disability*Commercial 
Liability & Bonds Also

A Ph: 727-328-9878 
Fax: 727-328-9545r

HAVE A 
GREAT 
DAY!

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County, 
Florida since 1977

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO: 
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

A Unique Profession!! 
Hands-on care of the 

terminally ill. 
Accepting Applications 

RNs, LPNs 
(FL License Required) 

&HHA./CNAS 
(Both FL cert, needed) 

586-4432 
300 E. Bay Drive 

Largo, FL 33770-3770

MEET
YOUR

MATCH
1-900-226-5883 

Ext. 3157

$2.99 per min. 
Must be 18 yrs. 

Serv-U (619)648-8434

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour 
program that provides information & 

referrals on local health/human servic­
es, volunteer opportunities, donation 
referrals, and crisis intervention/prob- 
lem-solving counseling for individuals. 
Cell phone users must dial (727) 562- 

1542.

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

The Runaway Hotline: 
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929) 

Family Resources 
Counseling:

(727) 384-8336 
or (727) 449-8336

Are you in college?
Retired?

Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions 
This opportunity is for YOU!

If you like talking to people, like sales, 
and looking for a great way to supplement your income... 
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Sty? Wppklg Styalltttgw

Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did 

(727) - 822-8996 
CALL TODAY

"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

THERE
IS ONLY 

ONE 
RACE IN 

THIS 
WORLD - 

THE 
HUMAN
RACE

PKIELLAS COUNTY HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 

Effective January 3, 2005

The Phellas County Housing Authority’s
(PCHAs) Conventional Public Housing 

Site-bised Waiting Lists are OPEN 
to all indivduals and families for locations 

& bedroom sizes as noted below.

Prospective applicants may apply at the follow­
ing PCHA’s Public Housing development(s) of 
their choosing:

• Rainbow Village at 12301 134th Avenue N, 
Largo
(2,3,4,& 5 bedroom units) -581-4793

• French Villas at 6835 54th Ave. N., St. 
Petersburg
(1 & 3 bedroom units) - 544-7272

• Lakeside Terrace at 4200 62nd Avenue N., 
Pinellas Park - 522-2074
(1 & 2 bedroom units)

• Magnolia Gardens (ALF) at 3800 62nd 
Avenue N., Pinellas Park - 489-6440 
(All units)

Applications are also available at the PCHA’s 
Central Offices, Dean S. Robinson 
Administration Building, 11479 Ulmerton Rd., 
Largo, Florida.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY HOUSING

YOUR AD COULD BE 
HERE WORKING FOR 

YOU!

DO YOU WANT TO EARN 
MORE MONEY?

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

“When You Need Quality 
Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential 
& Commercial Work 

(727) 433-1349 

Bonded & Insured

Boley Centers for 
Behavioral Health Care 

has employment opportuni­
ties available.

Please call our jobline or 
visit our website for 

an up-to-date list of our 
openings.

Jobline: (727) 821-4819 x8 
website:

www.boleycenters.org

Styt WoBtg (fity all etui pr
2500 M. L, King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705 

Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost:

$15.00 - 6 Months (or) $30 - Yearly

Name: _____________ ___________ ._______________

Address: .__________________ ■ ______

City/State/Zip:________________________________ ;

Phone #: ______________ _______ .... -

New Subscription;___ (or) Renewal:_______

Date Paid:_________ Cash _ __ Check #___________

Amount Paid: $_________

Comments: ________________________________________

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger

mailto:smfaith%40tampabay.rr.com
http://www.boleycenters.org
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ENTERTAINMENT
Scenes From ‘Blues Fest’: B.B. King 
Thrills The Crowd With His 
Legendary Sound------------- -----------------

Singing Sensation Ashanti Makes 
Film Debut In ‘Coach Carter’ Starring 
Samuel L. Jackson--------- —-------------------

TAMPA - Legendary Thursday, Dec. 30, with a 
Blues man B.B. King was lineup of great artists for 
at the USF Sun Dome on the B.B. King Blues Fest.

Samuel L. Jackson stars in "Coach Carter." 
Multi-platinum record- (Rob Brown), who has a

Ashanti plays Kyra, a girlfriend of one of the bas­
ketball players in the movie.

basketball for these kids

photos by Rassi 

He was worth the wait!Although the show started 
at 7 p.m., King didn’t take 
the stage until around 11.

READ THE CHALLENGER ON-LINE AT: 
www.theweeklychallenger.com

EMAIL YOUR ADS TO: 
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

ing artist Ashanti makes 
her big screen debut in 
Coach Carter, starring 
Hollywood heavyweight 
Samuel L. Jackson. 
Inspired by a true story of 
courage and conviction, 
Coach Carter opens nation­
wide Jan. 14 from Para­
mount Pictures. The film 
also stars Robert Ri’Chard, 
Debbie Morgan, Rob 
Brown, Rick Gonzalez, 
Antwon Tanner and Nana 
Gbewonyo.

Ashanti holds her own 
among the strong cast of 
men, giving an impressive 
performance in her first 
feature film role. Fans of 
her outstanding music 
career will be more than 
pleased to see that Ashanti 
continues to grow as a for­
midable talent. She plays 
Kyra, girlfriend of Kenyon

promising future in basket­
ball. He wants to play bas­
ketball, keep his grades up 
and move on to college, 
however Kyra and he have 
a real fife situation to deal 
with. They wrestle with her 
pregnancy and how it will 
change their future.

"I’ve read so many 
scripts and I just wanted to 
make sure I chose the right 
one. Coach Carter felt 
right. It was dealing with 
issues that are very com­
mon and it’s not written in 
a conventional way," ex­
plains Ashanti.

Brown says, "Kenyon 
has the confidence to fulfill 
and live his dream, and he 
is slammed with a the real­
ity of a baby and a wife. He 
has to decide what is he 
going to do. How can he 
take care of not only him­

self, but two others, as 
well? We spend time learn­
ing about these two people 
and dealing with their 
problem. It was a challeng­
ing role," says Brown. 
Filmgoers remember 
Brown, who made a big 
splash in Finding Forrester, 
his debut film in 2000 star­
ring opposite Sean Con­
nery.

Coach Carter is an 
inspirational account of a 
controversial high school 
basketball coach, Ken 
Carter, played by Jackson, 
in Richmond, California 
who received both high 
praise and staunch criti­
cism when he made nation­
al news in 1999 for bench­
ing hise entire undefeated 
basketball team for poor 
academic performance. 
Parents as well as school 
officials were outraged -

appeared to be their only 
hope of escape from the 
impoverished Richmond 
streets to attain a better life 
for themselves. Carter who 
had himself attended 
Richmond High, had liter­
ally been in those boys 
shoes, he still held the 
school’s records for scor­
ing, assists and steals after 
30 years.

Carter wanted them all 
to have the option of 
attending college, giving 
them the ability to fulfill 
their dreams, hopes and 
destiny. To do this they 
were going to need more 
than basketball skills, they 
needed to learn self- 
respect, discipline and 
commitment to make the 
grades.

+

Crispy, Crusty, Fresh,
From the Publix Bakery, 12-oz pkg. 

SAVE UP TO .50

Premium 
Tomatoes.....
Vine Ripe, Extra Large, 
Florida Grown 
SAVE UP TO 1.20 LB

A W ING f 5 PART OF THE PLEASURE

1.29.

Chicago Rolls, 
8-Count........ 1.99

W1
Boar's Head*
Pepper Mill 
Turkey Breast........
Sliced Fresh in the Publix Delil 
SAVE UP TO .30 LB
Publix Deli proudly features a full 
line of Boar's Head® products.

7.89.
Peel and Eat 
Shrimp ..... ................... ..
Fully Cooked, Deveined,

41 to 50 Shrimp per Pound, 
Previously Frozen 
SAVE UP TO 3.00 LB

4.99.
General 
Cereals 
Cheerios, Honey Nut Cheerios,
Regular or Reduced Sugar Cinnamon Toast 
Crunch, Lucky Charms or Peanut 
Butter Toast Crunch 13.7S to 15.3-oz box 
(Limit two deals on selected 
advertised varieties.)

SAVE UP TO 3.99

BUY ONEf-r 
GET ONE TP

Bettv Crockeritty ( 
arnbiHamburger

Helper.................
Or Chicken or Tuna Helper,
Assorted Varieties, 5.6 to 9.2-oz box 
(Limit two deals on selected 
advertised varieties.)
SAVE UP TO 2.17

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE

PublixPrices Effective Thursday, January 6 through Wednesday, January 12, 2005.
Qnly in the Following Counties: Lee, Collier, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus,

Sumter, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Quantity Rights Reserved.

www.publix.com/ads WHERE SHOPPING IS A PLEASURE.*

http://www.theweeklychallenger.com
mailto:smfaith%40tampabay.rr.com
http://www.publix.com/ads
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