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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from The Weekly Challenger
Black History Lectures And
Exhibits At Sunshine Center

Building On Midtown

After the session ended, Frank Militello, the leasing
agent for the Sembler Company, attendees
Jacqueline Gayle-Kelly and her husband Timothy
Kelly took the opportunity to ask him more specific
questions about leasing retail space.

Jesse Jackson Calls For
Investigation Into AIDS
Drug------------------------------

Larry Newsome, president of UDS, talking with
Russell D. Van Zandt, regional developer for Water
To Go, a diet and nutrition center. Van Zandt says
the business is similar to General Nutrition Centers
(GNC). He was the only representative for a national
franchise to attend. In Florida the company has a
franchise on llth Ave. N., a store in Orlando, three in
Miami and more coming."

Curator Norman E. Jones II
ST. PETERSBURG HIP-America's
African
American Culture J^cture
Series Heritage^vthibits
will be preseqM/ at the
Sunshine Cen&r £n down
town St. Petersburg at 10
a.m. from Tan. 4 - through
Feb. 22, 2005,
The eight-session se
ries will offer several facts
and features on a verity of
topics that are not men
tioned in American or Afri
can American history
hooks. The lectures include
several audio tapes on
Negro politicians, econom
ic pioneers, religious lead
ers, notable characters and
historic communities.
Much of the informa
tion for the lectures is
taken from the collection
of "The Norman E. Jones
Papers and Audio Tapes."
Jones was one of America's
most versatile journalists
of the 20th century. He was
recognized as an authority
on Negro history and cul
ture. He was an eloquent
speaker. His oratorical
skills were legionary. His
options were always con
troversial and thought pro
voking.
"My father was a well
known personality in the
Tampa Bay Area from
1950 to 1990," said Nor

man E. Jones II.
Although Jones died in
1990, many people in the
area speak of him as if he
was still living. Jones’
memoirs on donated to the
Poynter Memorial Library
at the University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg in
2001. In 2002, his life of
immortalized as a work of
art in an exhibit at the Arts
Center in St. Petersburg.
The Culture of Black
St. Petersburg - prior to
integration is one of the
highlights of the Heritage
Exhibits. Other exhibits in
clude several official gov
ernment documents, Afri
can American history
tours, politics, music, jour
nalist, maps and cultural
games. The photographs
from the Blacks in Wax
museum and life of Dr.
Martin Luther King are
also included in the exhib
it.
The Heritage Exhibits
are from the Norman E.
Jones, II collection.
A $20 fee gains admis
sion to all lectures and
exhibits. The Sunshine
Center is located at 330
Fifth St, N.
For additional infor
mation, call Norman E.
Jones, II at (727) 8954126.

Albert Lee is the Pinellas County Area Manager and
a certified business analyst with the Small Business
Angela Owens, the director of construction opera
Development Center. Lee is affiliated with the USF
tions for UDS with Newsome, the president of UDS.
Small Business Assistance Center.
Owens said that it is unusual for a woman to have
by Linda Young
Bay Walk and is ’also pro
her position and that "it’s important fo know that
women do this stuff."
viding management servic
Challenger Correspondent
name to SweetBay and
ST. PETERSBURG— es for the new Tangerine ‘east comer of 22nd Street S
18 th
(Tangerine) change their store appear
The new chain grocery Plaza. He said it is a good and
store to be built in Midtown opportunity because the Avenue S has a population ance and offerings as well.
"The project has been a
won't open until fall 2005, new SweetBay grocery base of 109,152 people
long
time coming," said
but if you want to lease one store that anchors the cen within a three-mile radius,
of the six retail business ter should generate a lot of who have an average Larry Newsome, the presi
spaces next to it, you need customer traffic past the household income of dent of Urban Develop
doors of any other busi $40,216. The six spaces ment Solutions.
to act fast.
His comment was unmeasure
That is the word from nesses that locate there.
The
project
lagged
be
There
is
another
Frank Militello, a leasing
representative for the Sem SweetBay in Seminole. hind schedule when the
Midtown
bler Company, the giant The new plaza slated for anchor store, Kash n' Kar
continued
on pg. 7
company that manages construction on the north ry, decided to change their

Two High-Profile Black
Coaches For Huskies
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Always outspoken: The Rev. Jesse Jackson speaks
during a hearing by congressional Democrats oppos
ing Ohio's presidential vote at City Hall in Columbus,
Ohio, Monday, Dec. 13. Of the AIDS drug controver
sy, Jackson said: “This was not a thoughtful and rea
sonable decision, but a crime against humanity."
AP Photo/Will Shilling

by Mike Colias
The Associated Press
Associated Press Writer
reported last Monday that
CHICAGO,
Illinois the National Institutes of
(AP) - The Rev. Jesse Health knew about prob
Jackson called for a con lems with the drug, nevi
gressional investigation rapine, as early as 2002,
into reports that U.S. but did not tell the White
health officials withheld House before President
research from the White Bush launched a plan that
House that showed an summer to distribute the
AIDS drug distributed to drug throughout Africa.
Documents obtained
hundreds of thousands of
by
the
AP show that Dr.
Africans posed serious
Edmund C. Tramont, chief
risks.
He also said the U.S. of the NIH's AIDS divi
government should imme sion, rewrote an NIH safe
diately halt the drug's dis ty report on nevirapine to
omit negative conclusions,
tribution in Africa.
“This was not a and later ordered the
thoughtful and reasonable research to continue over
decision, but a crime the objections of his staff.
Dr. H. Clifford Lane,
against humanity," Jackson
the
NIH's
No. 2 infectious
said. “Research standards
and drug quality that are disease specialist and one
unacceptable in the U.S. of Tramont's bosses, has
and other Western coun said an internal review
tries must never be pushed cleared Tramont of scien
tific misconduct. He said
onto Africa."
He likened the drug's Tramont changed the
distribution in Africa to the report because he was
U.S. government's 40-year more experienced than his
syphilis experiment using safety experts and had an
poor blacks in Tuskegee, “honest difference of opin
Alabama, after World War ion."

n.

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Lorenzo Romar, shown in this April 4, 2002 file
photo, during a news conference where he was intro
duced as the new men's basketball coach at the
University of Washington in Seattle.

New Washington football coach Tyrone Willingham
waves to the crowd before a brief address to them
during halftime of the men's basketball glame
against North Carolina State Sunday, Dec. 19, in
Seattle.
AP Photo/Elaine Thompson

AP Photo/Ron Wurzer
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.

bv Tim Korte
AP Sports Writer •
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8
Lorenzo Romar are recog
nized as accomplished col
National...................................................................9
lege coaches, the biggest
Intemational/Obituaries............................. 10 reason Washington admin
istrators are glad to have
them working the sidelines.
Religion.......-.................................................. 11-13
The fact that both men are
black and supervising the
Business/Legai.................................................It
school's two most visible
Classifieds..............................................................15
Giving Back at Christmas......................... 16

athletic programs is "a ht
tle bit extra," in the words
of Mark Emmert, universi
ty president.
Willingham was intro
duced last Monday as
Washington's new football
coach, two weeks after
being fired at Notre Dame.
Romar is in his third sea
son as coach of the men's
basketball team.
Washington is the first

Division I-A school to have
two black men overseeing
the most visible programs
in college sports.
“We're delighted to
have in Lorenzo Romar
and Tyrone Willingham
two first-rate coaches who
are wonderful people of
great character," Emmert
said. “The fact they happen
to be African American
demonstrates this is the

kind of place that lots of
people want to be."
Willingham's hiring
also is newsworthy for
another reason. He's the
first black head coach to be
fired from one high-profile
football program and then
quickly resurface at. anoth
er.

Coaches

SjEE PAGE 10 for more on this story.

See inside
for our
annual
Christmas
special
edition!

continued on pg. 9
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
A knowledge of
history brings a feeling
of fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it

a territory, a village, a out a form of memory.
district, or a nation. To To be without history
live without history is is to live without roots
likened to living with- or a past, with the

Thomas' jurisprudence has
evolved into what is argu
ably the Court's most con
servative. He is considered
a champion of two conser
vative judicial doctrines originalism and strict con
structionism.
Originalist doctrine
seeks to discern the origi
nal intent of the Constitu
tion's framers. It is antithe
tical to the judicial activism
many conservatives liken
to legislating from the
bench to achieve political
ends. The most polarizing
example of judicial acti
vism revolves around Roe
v, Wade, which bore the
right to an abortion from
the right to privacy. An
originalist would argue that
the framers never contem
plated the right to an abor
tion, thus only Congress or
the states can manufacture
such a right. The original
ist is not concerned that the
right to abortion exists, but
that it should be created
though the appropriate
means rather than a politi
cally-charged court deci
sion.
Strict constructionism,

inclinations but on the con
tent of the actual text of
law.
Justice Thomas is gen
erally joined by Justice
Antonin Scalia on both
legal opinions and their ad
herence to conservative ju
dicial principles. Natur
ally, conservatives also
salivate at the prospect of a
Chief Justice Scalia. With
Could Judge Thomas
this in mind, why would
become the next Chief
Justice?
Scalia not be preferable to
Thomas given Scalia's
the other bedrock of Justice greater experience, aca
Thomas' judicial philoso demic background, and
phy, comes into play where less controversial presence
the Constitution is silent on on the Court?
an issue or original intent is
One reason is Justice
unclear. A strict construc Scalia's age. At 56, Justice
tionist would analyze the Thomas is the Court's
textual construction of fed youngest member. It's a
eral law so as to rule in significant difference to
keeping with its legislated Scalia's 68 years consider
intent.
ing it is a lifetime appoint
In principle, the con ment. While youth consti
cept is easy - but it can be tutes no guarantee he
grueling
in ’ practice. would outserve Scalia,
Sometimes even strict con Thomas' selection offers
structionists differ in their the likelihood of a longer
interpretations of the textu term.
al meaning of a given law.
Another reason is Jus
What is important, howev tice Scalia's widely-publi
er, is their common goal to. cized comments regarding
rule not on their personal how he and Justice Thomas
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The Weekly Chal
lenger is committed to
featuring articles of all
ethnic culture for the

reading enjoyment of
both the young and old
generations.

The Case For Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice
Of the Supreme Court -------------by Jeffrey Hicks
A New Visions
Commentary
Chief Justice William
Rehnquist's current battle
with cancer is sending
shock waves throughout
the legal community. With
the Chief Justice forgoing
active participation in the
Court's activities, it is spec
ulated that the 80-year-old
may be ready to retire.
Republican gains in
November now create the
real possibility of some
thing few would have seri
ously considered previous
ly: That Justice Clarence
Thomas could become the
next Chief Justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court.
Both President Bush's
re-election and the fourseat increase in the Senate's
Republican majority make
Justice Thomas' promotion
a realistic prospect. Courtwatchers no longer dismiss
him as a political "third
rail." In fact, it is acknowl
edged that promoting him
could prove a sagacious
move for several key rea
sons.
Over the years, Justice

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is

present having no real
foundation, and very
little meaning for the
future.

bv Lucius Gantt
It is a shame the way
that Black people in Miami
and in other Florida cities
are treating Arthur Teele.
Teele, recently sus
pended from his position as
Miami City Commissioner
because of alleged miscon
duct, does not deserve the
criticism he is receiving
from Miami’s so-called
Black community leaders!
Teele has been arrested on
numerous recent occasions.
He was accused of trying to
run over a law enforcement
officer who had been fol
lowing him and his wife.
He was also jailed for sus
picion of taking bribes and
or kickbacks from business
people in Dade County.
But guess what! At the
time of this writing, Teele

had not been convicted of
any crime and he has not
admitted guilt in any crime.
In a situation like this Teele
should be considered inno
cent until it is proven he is
a criminal.
Instead of wrapping
Teele in the American flag
and demanding just treat
ment for him, Negroes in
Miami have been quick to
turn their back on Teele.
The only evidence that
I have heard so far against
Teele has been the testimo
ny of a prolific liar who
decided to give Teele up, so
to speak to save his own
slimy ass.
A contractor says he
gave Teele money for
Teele’s help in getting the
contractor some govern
ment contract opportuni-

ties. However, no one has
seen any canceled checks.
There is no reliable corrob
orating witness. There are
no photographs of the al
leged crimes and there are
no tape recordings of the
events that allegedly took
place.
Any time a white man
gets arrested, he is innocent
until proven guilty. Scott
Peterson was innocent until
proven guilty, W. D.
Childers, an elected official
in Pensacola, is considered
innocent until proven guil
ty. Even Saddam Hussein is
considered innocent until
proven guilty!
But Uncle Tom and
Aunt Jemima in Miami
couldn’t wait for a trial be
fore they started to accuse
Arthur Teele.

I know how Teele feels.
Some of us are like crabs in
a barrel. We love to tear
each other up: Many
Blacks love to kick other
Blacks when they are
down.
If they never prove any
misconduct in their quest to
destroy Arthur Teele, they
do have a plan. The powers
that be are going to break
Teele economically. In or
der to fight a case in court,
you must have money.
Everybody in America is
innocent until proven
broke. Every time Teele is
arrested he has a different
legal case to pay for. Re
gardless of whether the
charges are false or not,
Teele has to finance his
defense.
Many of Teele’s appar-

differ regarding stare deci
sis, or adherence to legal
precedent. While Scalia
too rales by looking to
wards original sources like
Thomas, he also gives con
siderable weight to previ
ous Supreme Court deci
sions and applies these
precedents - even if they
are grounded in years of
faulty constitutional inter
pretations.
Justice Scalia's adher
ence to stare decisis would
be both mandatory and
appropriate in lower courts,
however, he fails to fully
recognize the leadership
role the Supreme Court
must play in refining feder
al law. For example, the
discriminatory precedent
of Plessy v. Ferguson was
overturned
when
the
Brown v. Board of Educa
tion decision ended segre
gation in public schools.
Moreover, rigid adherence
to stare decisis theoretical
ly would have had Scalia
voting to uphold the infa
mous Dred Scott decision
that established slaves as
property instead of persons
with legal standing.

Justice Thomas' bold
approach to reasserting
constitutional basis of the
law enables him to vote to
overturn precedents aber
rant to original spirit of the
Constitution. He thus rec
ognizes the responsibility
of the Supreme Court to
exert leadership and not
simply to ensure the conti
nuity of poor previous de
cisions.
Justice
Clarence
Thomas is obviously the
U.S. Supreme Court's pre
eminent guardian of the
Constitution - the centerpiece of our great nation.
Accordingly,
President
Bush should enthusiastical
ly nominate him to preside
over the Court when the
esteemed Chief Justice
Rehnqwt finally an
nounces, g,s retirement.

ent friends in Miami were
not his friends at all. As
soon as they could they ran
to the Miami Herald and
other organizations to
make a negative comment
about Arthur Teele. A true
friend will never turn on
you.
When Arthur Teele was
running strong and had a
chance to help Lucius
Gantt, he did not do it. But
Lucius Gantt is not mad
and Lucius Gantt has not
been asked to help Teele.
I’m going to tell the
truth about the Miami back
stabbers whether it helps
Teele or not! I’m going to
tell the truth about how we
will believe the propaganda
the devils puts out on our
people no matter what.
Regardless of how

much love you have for
Arthur Teele, love fairness
and love justice. Arthur
Teele is not a politician
who has tried to get rich by
taking money from people.
The only thing that Arthur
Teele did that I can see is
he made a poor choice of
judging the people that he
tried to help.
Join the crowd Teele.
The revolutionaries in
Florida will ride or die.
From now on, help the peo
ple that help the people and
remember those who turn
ed on you! If you make it
through this, we have your
back!

Jeffrey, "flicks, a member
of the blctek leadership net
work Project
afreelance
writer in '. .Northern Virginia
who focuses on social and
public
policy
issues.
Comments may be sent to
mrhix@hotmail. com.

Contact Lucius at theganttreport@comcast.net.

Some Post-Election Advice For Liberals--------bv Murdock "Doc" Gibbs
A New Visions
Commentary
As I listen to the selfexamination, recrimination
and Monday morning quar
terbacking among liberals
over their sound defeat'in
Election 2004,1 have a few
suggestions. It's not a gu
arantee for success, but at
least they won't be per
ceived as so out of step
with the heartland.
Here are some things
the liberals should do to
reconnect with America:
• Stand for something
that people can sink their
teeth into. Something, that
is besides "Conservatives
are all wrong - we can do
better." Tell us how. And
try not to sound so elitist
when you tell us.
• Promote candidates

who truly relate to the
heartland and the South. A
polite description of liber
als right now might be
"snobs." To Southerners
such as myself, it seems
that "Y'all think y'all better
than us." And let me tell
you, that donkey won't fly.
• Need more black
votes? Why not start by
urging the pro-choice wing
of your following to quit
pushing for the abortion of
so many black babies. It
sometimes seems Planned
Parenthood is as prevalent
in urban black neighbor
hoods as drug stores.
Black folk are giving them
nearly 40 percent of their
abortion business, and 78
percent of Planned Par
enthood's clinics are locat
ed in minority communi
ties.

People like filmmaker Michael Moore and actress
Whoopi Goldberg should not be presented to
voters as "political heroes."
• At the risk of losing
some of the screaming
feminists, consider becom
ing a party of life and not a
party of death, selfishness
and special interests. If
you care for the "little peo
ple," don't let that exclude
the little unborn babies - or,

as in the case of partialbirth abortion, the prebom. There's a disconnect
here that bothers people in
the heartland.
• Remember that "GO-D" is not a four-letter
word. But, then again, the
fact that it's not might be

why it's not used by the
most strident Bush critics
and lampooners. At least
try to sound like "God
fearing," patriotic Ameri
cans.
• Early in the 2004 pri
mary season, a questioner
at a Howard Dean townhall
meeting decried the vi
cious, mean-spirited liberal
campaign against the Presi
dent, imploring Dean and
the others to follow the bib
lical injunction to "love
your neighbor." Dean re
sponded, "George Bush is
not my neighbor." Con
gressman Charlie Rangel
(D-NY) said much the
same on Sean Hannity's
show when he insisted the
President "is not my commafider-in-chief." Regular
folks will not warm to a
movement with such bitter

sound bites.
• Give voters better
heroes. When one thinks
of family values, national
security, tolerance and fair
play, filmmaker Michael
Moore does not come to
mind. Or Whoopi Gold
berg. Or Al Franken. Or a
host of other addle-brained
Hollywood types who mix
their caustic humor with
venomous and obscene ref
erences to the President.
• Accept defeat with
class and stop acting like
whiney brats.
• Another thing, just
MOVE ON!
Murdock "Doc" Gibbs, a
member of Project 21's Na
tional Advisory Council, is an
entertainer andfreelance wri
ter. Comments may be sent to
Prbjnationalcenter.org.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor. Please E-mail to: wceditor@tampabay rr"
com
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Sarasota Calendar Of New ‘White Lights’
Events----Will Help to Catch
Celebrate Kwanzaa
Red Light Runners
What’s happening
with a story and crafts at
North Sarasota Public
Library
What’s happening
• Kwanzaa story-tell
ing and craft-making
When is it happening
• 2 p.m., Dec. 28
Where is it happen
ing
•
North
Sarasota
Public
Library,
2801
Newtown Blvd., Sarasota
Why is it happening
• Kwanzaa is a sevenday African-American har
vest festival beginning on
Dec. 26. African-Ameri
cans celebrate all they have
in common with each other
and with the people of
Africa. This event at North
Sarasota Library celebrates
Kwanzaa with story-telling
and craft-making. Kids can
make a Kwanzaa mat and a
Kinara from construction
paper. Recommended for
ages 6 to 12.
Contact info
•
North
Sarasota
Public Library Youth
Services
Department,
(941) 861-1362
Preschool Storytime
set for Jacaranda Li
brary
Mondays
in
January

• Preschool Storytime
When is it happening
• 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.,
Mondays (Note: no pro
gram Jan. 17)
• Jan. 3, 2005 "Happy Birthday"
• Jan. 10, 2005 "Dinosaurs"
• Jan.'24, 2005 "Food Groupies"
• Jan. 31, 2005 "Sweet Dreams"
Where is it happen
ing
• Youth Activity Room,
Frances
T.
Bourne
Jacaranda Public Library,
4143 Woodmere Park
Blvd., Venice
Why is it happening
• This is a free pro
gram for children ages 3 to
5. Storytime can include
stories, finger plays, songs,
guests and craft activities.
Action for public to
take
• Pre-registration is not
necessary, but please ob
serve age requirements.
Contact for public
• Val Raney, Youth Li
brarian, Frances T. Bourne
Jacaranda Public Library,
(941) 861-1275 vraney@
scgov.net.

Red light runners, be
ware! Law enforcement in
Sarasota County and its
municipalities is about to
get another tool to catch
red light runners at several
major
intersections
throughout the county.
Enforcement lights, al
so known as "white lights,"
will be installed by Sara
sota County Traffic Engi
neering and Operations be
ginning tonight at seven
state road intersections
with a high accident rate.
Over the next two weeks,
the lights will be installed
at the following intersec
tions: Bee Ridge Road and
Beneva Road; Bee Ridge
Road and McIntosh Road;
Bee Ridge Road and Cat
tlemen Road; Fruitville
Road and Cattlemen Road;
Fruitville Road and Honore Avenue; U.S. 41 and
Shamrock Road; and U.S.
41 By-Pass and Venice
Avenue. There are plans to
add them later to U.S. 41
and Jacaranda Boulevard
when that intersection is
reconstructed.
Supplied by the Flori
da Department of Trans
portation (FDOT), the
white lights are wired into
the same electrical circuit
as the red light in a traffic

signal. Both lights come
on simultaneously. Most of
the Sarasota County lights
will be mounted on the
bottom of the traffic signal
head.
After the lights are in
stalled and certified that
they are operational, the
Sheriff’s Office will use
them to catch red light run
ners. Sgt. John Herlihy of
the Sheriff’s Office ob
tained a written agreement
from a local traffic hearing
officer that the lights could
be used to prove a red light
violation.
Because of the white
light’s location, law en
forcement officers can de
termine from varying an
gles whether the signal
light is red, allowing police
to monitor more than one
direction at a time, includ
ing downstream of the traf
fic movement.
The Sheriff’s Office
plans to start using the
white lights as an enforce
ment tool in the near
future.
Fourteen area counties
or municipalities, includ
ing Manatee County, have
been supplied with the
white lights, according to
the FDOT District One
office.

School Supply
Giveaway Rings In
New Year at Colonial
Oaks Park-----------------Is your wallet suffer
ing post-holiday spending
blues? Are you wondering
how you can ever afford
winter semester school
supplies? Much like Santa
Claus, Mary Bradley
Weeks delivers school sup
plies to those in need. The
Mary Bradley Weeks Edu
cational Project, Inc., and
Sarasota County Parks and
Recreation are sponsoring
the 2005 Winter Semester
School Supply Giveaway
from 2 to 5 p.m., Sunday,
Jan. 2, 2005, at Colonial
Oaks Park, 5300 Colonial
Oaks Blvd., Sarasota.
The Mary Bradley
Weeks Educational Pro
ject, Inc., is a non-profit
organization that provides
free school supplies to stu
dents before the fall and
winter semesters each Au
gust and January. Students
receiving supplies include
elementary, middle and
high school, college stu
dents attending undergrad
uate and graduate pro
grams, and students at
tending technical and
vocational schools. Local
and national corporations,
businesses, organizations,

and individual sponsors
donate the school supplies
and funding for the pur
chase of supplies through
out the year.
The supplies include
notebook paper, pencils,
notebook binders, rulers,
calculators, protractors,
compasses,
backpacks,
erasers, crayons, glue,
folders, ink pens, color
markers, scissors and
lunch boxes.
The Mary Bradley
Weeks Educational Project
Inc., is a non-profit
50lc(3) organization. The
Sarasota-based organiza
tion was established in
2002, in memory of twoyear-old Adrian Mitchell,
Jr., who was killed by an
unlicensed
hit-and-run
driver on Easter Sunday,
2002. Since the organiza
tion’s founding, hundreds
of Sarasota and Manatee
county students have re
ceived free school sup
plies.
To donate school sup
plies, funds, or for more
information, contact Mary
Bradley Weeks at (941)
953-4499.

Nonprofit Resource
Center Offering
Nonprofit Forum------Attend the 2005 Non
profit Forum and learn
more about a topic, share
ideas, tap into resources
and gain valuable tips and
tools from the experts.
Expect to spend the larger
part of your day immersed
in a high-energy learning
environment!
Each participant may
choose to attend three of
the 20 different table top
ics. Each table discussion
is one hour and facilitated
by a local professional rec
ognized as a subject matter
expert in his/her topic area.
Example table topics in
clude: Creating Effective
E-newsletters, How to Run
an Effective Board Meet
ing, Winning in the Com
petition for Sponsorship
Dollars and ABCS of Fi
nancial Statements, just to
name a few. For a complete
listing of table topics, visit
our website at www. suncoastnonprofits.org. After
the last session, enjoy a
box lunch and keynote
speaker, Lynn McDonald,
CEO, Cesario, Inc. as she

presents "Take This Job
and Love It!"
Bring your business
card to enter to win a $500
or $1,000 grant for your
nonprofit! (You must be
present to win.) You may
also bring information re
garding your agency for
distribution at the Non
profit Information table.
The 2005 Nonprofit
Forum is $25 and is open
to nonprofit staff, volun
teers and board members;
however, advanced regis
tration is required by Jan.
7, 2005. To register for the
workshop please logon to
our website, www.suncoastnonprofits.org
or
email registration @suncoastnonprofits.org. The
workshop will be located
at USF Sarasota/Manatee’s
Harry Sudakoff Confer
ence Center, 5700 North
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota,
FL and will be held on
Thursday, Jan. 13, 2005
from 8:30 a.m - 2 p.m.
(registration/networking
begins at 8 a.m).

“The clever mind observes.
The pure heart serves.”
— Sri Chinmoy

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Coalition For The Homeless
Seeks Proposals —-------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Pinellas County
Coalition for the Homeless
is issuing a "Request For
Proposals" for an entity to
administer the administra
tive, program, and support
activities of the Coalition.

The deadline for the sub
mission of proposals is
Monday, Jan. 24,2005.
To obtain a copy of the
"Request For Proposals,"
please contact Gregg E.
Rose at the St. Petersburg
Free Clinic by phone at:

(727) 821-1200, Extension
118, by e-mail at: greggspfc@yahoo.com, or visit
the Pinellas County Coa
lition For The Homeless
web site at: www.pccoho
•org.
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Controlling diabetes
makes a huge difference.

St. Petersburg NAACP
Officers Installation —

My granddaughter means the world
to me. So I'm controlling my
diabetes. That means I keep my
blood sugar close to normal by
watching what 1 eat and walking
every day. I always take my
medicine and test my blood sugar.

ST. PETERSBURG - Air Force Base he attended Petersburg branch will be
The St. Petersburg Branch The University of Tampa sworn in. The new officers
NAACP will celebrate the graduating in 1981 with a are:
• Attorney Darryl Rou
Emancipation Proclama Bachelor of Science in
son - President
tion Service and the In Management.
• Trenia Cox - lst Vice
Pastor
Houston
was
stallation of new officers,
President
Saturday, Jan. 1,2005 at 10 licensed to preach Nov. 8,
• Harry Harvey - 2nd
a.m. at Greater Mt. Zion 1987 at the church where
Vice
President
he
grew
up
Zion
#1
Mis
AME Church where the
• Norman Brown- 3rd
Rev. Clarence Williams is sionary Baptist Church,
Vice
President
Barton,
Alabama.
He
was
the host pastor.
•
Linda Hardaway
The Rev. Ricky L. ordained Jan. 15, 1989 at
Houston, pastor of Bethel Mt. Gillard Missionary Watkins- Secretary
• Juliette Wamke Metropolitan
Baptist Baptist Church, Montgom
Church will be the keynote ery, Alabama. He is mar Assistant Secretary
• Brenda Conyersried to Helen Edward, and
speaker for this occasion.
Rev. Houston was bom the proud father of four Nelson - Treasurer
For further information
in Cherokee, Alabama and children.
please
contact the branch at
During this service, the
graduated from Cherokee
Vocational High School. officers and executive com (727) 898-3310.
While stationed at MacDill mittee chairs of the St.

With my diabetes under control,
I feel a lot better and have more
energy. Best of all. I’m going to
be around for my family... for my
friends... for life.
Call 1-800-438-5383 to lestm more.
Or visit us at http://iKlep.nih.gov
A rot nt program

of the National
Institutes of

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

ll

News

Hires
HAIRSTYlIUVe

Deadline

3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Monday

is 4 P.M.

Health and the
Centers for
Disease'Control
and Prevention.
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

Pinellas County
School News
Pinellas County Schools has announced the final
ists in the 2004-05 Outstanding Educators Recog
nition program. The finalists in each category are:
Ambassador of the Profession
Largo Middle
Robin Benoit
Southside Fundamental
Tempest Booth
Susan Terry
Carwise Middle

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
ENJOYING
CHRISTMAS’ AFTER
GLOW

I love the day after
Christmas almost as much
as the holiday itself. I like to
listen to the quiet in the
morning in the house. Is it
my imagination, or does it
seem like there is still a kind
of Christmas glow around
the living room? Dawn casts
a lovely light through the
windows. Perhaps it’s a left
over of the times I peered
into the living room in the
half light of morning as a
child to see what toys were
near the Christmas tree.
I bring my coffee cup
with me and nestle into a
comfortable chair to gather
to myself the memories of
yet another Christmas Day.
At any time in life,
Christmas days ought to be
relived, and I need some
quiet time to recall, not the
ghosts of Christmas, but the
demise of family that shared
them all as the years went
by.
When my siblings and I
were little, I was always up
before them on the day after
Christmas. I sat amidst all
the toys and wrapping paper
scattered around the room,
and gathered to myself the
events of the day before. I
always wanted to remember
those days. Soon the other
children would be awake
and there would be some
serious concentration as
they played with their new
toys in the small living
room.
In those days, we went
to church in the morning
and to our grandparents’
home for Christmas dinner.
It was hectic.
I suppose Christmas is
always a time when families
are more aware of changes
attending the holidays as we
grow older. Children leave
home, marry and begin their
own Christmas traditions.
Two sets of parents are con
sidered, and arrangements
for dinner, church and visit
ing change. It wasn’t too
long before we realized it
was getting to be too much
for our mother, and we
knew another Christmas tra
dition was changing.
On the day after
Christmas, I often think of
my own childhood, and the
intense excitement on

Christmas Eve. My sisters,
brothers and I went to bed
early, hoping we would fall
asleep right away, in an
effort to hasten the morning.
Not a chance - we were
awake for hours.
The family continue to
change. Our parents are
gone, and so are my four
sisters and four brothers.
There is only my baby sister
and I living. There were ten
siblings in all.
Still, Christmas dinners,
morning
church,
and
Christmas trees remain the
same. On the day after
Christmas, I have more and
more to remember every
year.
***
AND NOW A BIT OF
HUMOR
A 70-year-old man was
having his annual checkup
and the doctor asked him
how he was feeling. “I’ve
never been better!” he
boasted. ‘Tve got an 18year-old bride who’s preg
nant and having my child.
What do you think about
that?”
The doctor considered
this for a moment, then said,
“Let me tell you a Story. I
know a guy who was an
avid hunter. He never
missed a season. But one
day he went out in a bit of a
hurry and he accidently
grabbed
his
umbrella
instead of his gun.”
The doctor continued,
“So he was in the woods and
suddenly a grizzly bear
appeared in front of him! He
raised up his umbrella,
pointed it at the bear and
squeezed the handle. And do
you know what happened?”
the doctor queried.
Dumbfounded, the old
man replied, “No.”
The doctor continued,
“The bear dropped dead in
front of him.”
“That’s impossible!”
exclaimed the old man.
“Someone else must have
shot that bear.”
“That’s kind of what
I’m getting at...” replied the
doctor.
***
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
May you, my readers,
have a Merry, Merry
Christmas, and until next
write around,
STAY LOOSE!

Commitment to Children and Families
Barbara Gurian
Plumb Elementary
Jonathan Marina
Seminole High
Nancy Sears-Topper Seminole High
Commitment to Improvement of the
Profession
Forest Lakes Elementary
Janet Acerra
Bauder Elementary
Nancy Tondreault
Perkins Elementary
Maria Wyatt
Creativity and Innovation
Debbie Fischer
Northeast High
Barbara Gurian
Plumb Elementary
Michael Klapka
Largo High
Inspiring Students to Performance at Higher
Levels
Nancy Sears-Topper Seminole High
Tim Topper
Perkins Elementary
Laurie Wright
, Ponce de Leon Elementary
The Semifinalists are:
Ambassador of the Profession
Linda Bowman
Osceola High
John Eberts
Dunedin High
Commitment to Children and Families
Stephanie Davidson Lealman Avenue
Elementary
Bonnie Mettetal
Even Start
Commitment to Improvement of the Profession
Linda Bowman
Osceola High
Kim Pearson
Bauder Elementary
Creativity and Innovation
James Harte
Lealman Avenue Elemen
tary
Laurie Vaughn-Grantges
Seminole High
Inspiring Students to Performance at
Higher Levels
Michelle Browett Seminole High
Marilyn Olivio
Mount Vernon Elementary
The finalists in each category were selected based
on classroom visits and interviews by teams of judges.
Pinellas County Schools’ Teacher of the Year and
an outstanding educator from each category will be
announced Thursday, Feb. 10, at a recognition event
at Tropicana Field. Finalists, category winners and the
Teacher of the Year will receive a variety of gifts. The
Pinellas Education Foundation sponsors the
Outstanding Educators Recognition program.
For more information, contact Janet O'Harrow,
(727) 772-8329.

Isay M. Gulley Receives The YWCA’s
Annual Humanitarian Award-------------TAMPA BAY - The
YWCA
Humanitarian
Award was created to ac
knowledge individuals or
groups that have demon
strated leadership, commit
ment and advocacy to the
elimination of discrimina
tion of any kind. Isay M.
Gulley of Clearwater
Neighborhood
Housing
Services (CNHS) was
recently awarded the 2004
Humanitarian Award at the
YWCA of Tampa Bay’s
85th Annual Meeting.
Gulley has worked
tirelessly as the Executive
Director of CNHS to place
low to moderate income
earners into their first
homes. CNHS is a part of
the Neighborhood Rein
vestment Corporation that
reinvests in neglected
neighborhoods such as
North and South Green
wood. She has spearheaded
the rehabilitation of over
300 homes and helped
facilitate millions of dol
lars in new mortgages by
working directly with indi-

For her achievements, congratulations to
Ms. Gulley!
viduals and the financial
institutions of their choice.
Congratulations to Isay
M. Gulley for making a
difference in the lives of so

many people.
The YWCA is the
largest multi-cultural wo-

men’s organization in the
world. Since 1919, locally
the YWCA has addressed
tough issues specializing in
meeting the unmet needs of
the community. Programs
focus on the lack of afford
able housing and. home
lessness, racial justice, teen
pregnancy and responsible
sexuality, school readiness
and affordable child care,
youth leadership develop
ment specifically for girls,
and the prevention of child
abuse and neglect.
For more information
on the YWCA’s Humani
tarian Award or the YWCA
of Tampa Bay itself, please
contact the Community
Relations Office at (727)
461-2997, ext. 22/
(Note: The very first
Humanitarian Award was
presented to the late Peggy
Peterman, a celebrated
community activist/ and
journalist, in 1996.)

Congratulations to
Dr. Gustave Victor!

Pvery day,
someone with a
mental health problem:

• pops the question
• earns a promotion
Makes the grade
Mental health problems affect atmost
every family in America. Yet most people
who have mental health problems
recover from them. So chances are,
someone;who has - or has recovered from
- a mental health problem makes a
positive impact oh our lives.
.MENTAL
HEALTH
ifs part <tfalt our fives
> V.S.

Call 1-800-789-26^7 for o

brochure

about mental health mr visit.
www<allmentaiheatth.samhsa.gov
(TO;
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'cniimsn
Dr. Gustave Victor
ST. PETERSBURG

Your Hospice

When They’re Needed Most

We have a long way to go. So let us
hasten along the road, the road of
human

tenderness

and

generosity.

Groping, we may find one another's
hands in the dark.
- Emily Green Balch
1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

The Weekly Challenger
Welcomes Your Articles and
Pictures of Community
Interest Events

•y THE
R FLORIDA SUNOMSl8
ommurntv

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org

In appreciation of his sup
port, Dr. Gustave Victc
was recently invited by th
Republican Congressiom
Committee to attend th
second inauguration c
President George W. Bus
on Jan. 20, 2005. On th
agenda for the Washing
ton, D.C. event: the Inau
gural Parade, a special VI
reception, and attendanc
to a black-tie Inaugurs
Ball with Republican
from around the country
Dr. Victor, a long-tim
St. Petersburg resident, i
an associate minister a
Dominion Worship Min
istries. He and his wifi
Deanie, have run Deani
K’s Beauty Salon sine
1971.

Happy
Holidays!

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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Picture Highlights Of The Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
Christmas Play

Children and youth of Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church re-enact a Christmas story of the birth of Jesus Christ in pictures above.
The pastor of Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church, the Rev. Clarence Williams, is pictured at right with his wife, Andrea.
This musical production was held at Gulfport’s Catherine Hickman Theatre on Dec. 12.
photos by Rassi

Urban League’s Black-on-Black Crime
Prevention Program Features Annual Black
History Month Essay Contest
COUNTY - Any student Who attends a public, private or is home schooled in Pinellas County School is invit
ed to participate in their 13th Annual Black History Month Essay Contest. The participants are asked to write about Black
History or current social issues. The three categories are high school; middle school and elementary school aged students. A
first, second and third place Winner will be announced in each category. All winners will be given the opportunity to recite his
or her essay during an Awards Ceremony. This contest will afford the students an opportunity to express their views about
Black History or current social issues. The contest promotes good research, reading, writing and presentation skills.
PTNP.T .T AS

A
Love Is asking your {amity, friends amt
community to help you Keep an eye on
your child so they don’t get involved
with marijuana.
.............. :
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ESSAY CONTEST RULES
Topics:
Elementary
School:

"How Can African-American Children Become Leaders of
Tomorrow?"

School:

"What Individual Has Made The Greatest Imact in African
American History, Other Than Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. or Malcolm X?"

High
School:

"How Can We Tear Down the Walls of Racism and Start Building
Solidarity Within Our Society Today?"

Length of Essay
By Division:

Elementary School
Middle School
High School

Eligibility:

Any public, private or home-schooled student in Pinellas County.

Contest Dates:

Now through Friday, February 11, 2005

Deadline For
All Entries:

Essays must be received, or postmarked if mailing, no later than
5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 11,2005. Entries received, or postmarked, after this date are not eligible.
Entries should be delivered or mailed to the following address:

Middle

150 - 200 Words
200 - 250 Words
250 - 500 Words

Pinellas County Urban League
333 - 31st Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33713.

Essay
Guidelines:

Awards:

Contact
Information:

1. A completed Essay Contest Application attached to the essay
2. One essay per student
3. Must be hand printed or typed
. 4. Must be double spaced
5. Must meet the number of words specified for each division
Trophies and prizes will be awarded to the top three winners in each division. All decisions of the
judges are final.
Mr. Lendel Bright - Statewide Coordinator
Black-on-Black Crime Prevention Program
Pinellas County Urban League
Office: (727)327-2081
Email: blackonblack@pcul.org

Office ot National Drug Control Policy
Partnership tor a Drug-Free Florida and America
For Information or assistance. caII:
Manatee Chamber’s B.A.N.D. ProgramFlorida Drug-Free Workplace
Small Business Project
341-748-3411

Partnership for a Drug-Free FIorida
www.miamicoalition.org
(305)860-0617

HiiIsborough County
Anti-Drug Alliance
813-276-2548

5
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A Look At The Z-H.O.P.E. Breakfast With Dr. Carol Ann Cobb
ST. PETERSBURG Dr. Carol Ann Cobb had
the rapt attention of more
than two hundred breakfast
patrons as she explained
"How to Make a Game plan
for Your Life."
Although much has
been in die media about the
health problems faced by
Americans, statistics still
show an increase in health
problems. In the words of
Dr. Cobb: "We Americans,
have been told numerous
times to cut out or cut down
on meat. We are aware that
we need to eat more fruits
and vegetables and that we
need to exercise more, but
we do not push back from
the table, select healthier
meals or get enough exer
cise. Our choice of foods

Dr. Carol Ann Cobb
and our sedentary lifestyles
do not promote good,

health. Instead, we are promoting heart disease,, dia

betes, and arteriosclerosis.
To continue these practices
means that we can expect
statistics to continue show
ing impaired qualities of
life. We have to take our
own lives into our own
hands by making a plan to
improve our health. We
must leam to live with our
spirit, mind, and body in
harmony. We must relieve
ourselves of stress, anger,
and negative feelings.
These conditions can be
just as damaging as dis
eases or abusive activities."
Five specific steps
were suggested for most
people to get prepared and
get started making the
changes for a healthier life.
According to Dr. Cobb,
"Connect, conscious, bal

ance, nourish, love, and
forgive are the key words to
remember. The time used
to work out ways to make
changes is the time to con
nect. Leam to meditate.
Meditation is not a reli
gion; it is being quiet and
still for a moment. It is a
time to get to know your
self and strengthen the rela
tionship with your creator.
To be conscious is to be
awake and aware of our
bodies and what is around
us. Listen to your body,
think about it, and make
conscious choices regard
ing its physical state. Keep
a balance in your life.
Nourish or feed your mind,
spirit, and body what they
need. Forgive yourself so
that you can forgive others.

Forgiving does not negate
the fact that someone may
owe you an apology, but it
allows you to release a situ
ation and make a way for
love. Bonus? You will feel
better!"
Many commented on
the timeliness and truthful
ness of the information
shared by Dr. Cobb, direc
tor of the Sankofa Clinic at
1700 - 22nd St. S. A plaque
was given to her in appreci
ation for her informative
presentation.
Other features of the
program included a per
formance by the Dundu
Dole' Dancers. Two solos
were rendered by Allene
Persons, who was accom
panied by William Butler.
Zeta
member
Adelle

Vaughn Jemison, per
formed at the piano at the
opening of the activity.
Margaret Redvict, chap
lain, gave words of inspira
tion and the breakfast
blessing. The welcome was
given by Lisa Wilson with
greetings by Roslyn Cun
ningham. Daphne Miller
gave the occasion, and
Paulette Jones was the mis
tress of ceremonies.
Zeta member Kay
Clark Mullen was recog
nized for her retirement
after 35 years as a teacher
in the Pinellas County
School System. She taught
at Sixteenth Street Junior
High (now John Hopkins
Middle) in the late sixties
and early seventies. Her
last school was Seminole

High School, where she
taught history, geography,
and- civics. She was also
sophomore class sponsor
and African-American Cul
ture Club advisor for sever
al years. Celebrating with
Mullen and other family
members was her mother,
Alberta Clark, who came
from Miami to enjoy the
holidays with her daughter.
Chairperson for this
event was Paulette Jones,
with Alma Bell and Eloise
Thompson as committee
members. Roslyn Cun
ningham is the chapter
president.

New Hope M.B. Church Christmas Time Highlights

On Dec. 11, New Hope’s Voices of Hope Choir and Spirit of Hope Dancers performed at BayWalk in St. Petersburg. As you can see, a good time was had by all!
photos by Rassi
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Johnson Wins Split Decision
Over Tampa Native Antonio
rarver--------------------------------------

by John Nadel
AP Sports Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP)
- Glen Johnson knows
what it's like to put his fate
in the hands of boxing
judges and have decisions
go against him.
. So, he was prepared
for the worst Saturday
night.
He got the best.
Johnson, a virtual un
known until knocking out
Roy Jones Jr., three months
ago, won a split decision
over Antonio Tarver in a
matchup of the world's best
light heavyweights.
"My heart was beating
real fast," he said with a
smile when asked if he was
concerned about the out
come. "I came out ahead,
which doesn't happen too
often. I'm just thankful."
The Staples Center
crowd cheered throughout
the final round, and when it
ended, both fighters thrust
their fists into the air, pro
claiming victory.
The winner proved to
be Johnson, who overcame
Tarver's 4-inch height ad
vantage to win, mainly by
being
the
aggressor
through most of the 12round bout.
The 35-year-old John
son raised his record to 429-2 with 28 knockouts. He
didn't begin to box until he
was 20, and turned profes
sional three years later.
Johnson won his first
32 professional fights but
was 9-9-2 in his most
recent 20 before Saturday
night. He thought he won
many of those that he lost,
but the judges involved
ruled otherwise.
"I fought my best
fight, the outcome is what
it is," he said.
Judges Melvina Lathan and Chuck Giampa

scored the bout 115-113 in
favor of Johnson. Judge
Marty Denkin had it 116112 for Tarver. The Asso
ciated Press scored it 115113 for Tarver.
The 6-foot-2l/2 Tar
ver, a solid favorite, said he
thought he won by dictat
ing the pace and throwing
the harder punches.
"It could have gone
either way. I closed
strong," Tarver said.
Lathan and Giampa
didn't think so, with each
giving Johnson the final
three rounds.
Tarver, a southpaw,
said he injured his left
hand when he hit Johnson
in the fourth or fifth round.
"My best weapon was
taken away from me," he
said. "That's boxing. It's a
tough sport, man. We both
fought like warriors. We
prepared for the best Glen
Johnson. He's proven to be
a worthy champion. To
night's his night.
"We'll be back. That's
the mark of a champion - if
you can come back from
defeat. We all know I can.
Congratulations to Glen."
Johnson refused to say
he was the best light
heavyweight in the world.
"I'm still looking for
Mr. Best. I would never say
that I was the best," he
said. "I'll let other people
make up their minds as to
who's the best."
He also said Tarver
didn't hurt him.
"He knocked me off
balance a couple times, but
I was never hurt," Johnson
said. "It was a real close
fight."
Tarver said afterward
he wanted a rematch. John
son said that was fine with
him.
"I'll fight Antonio Tar
ver any time, anywhere,"

Johnson said. "If you look
at my history, I never back
down from any chal
lenges."
Tarver lost a controver
sial 12-round decision to
Jones in November 2003
before stopping him in the
second round of their
rematch May 15.
Johnson
knocked
Jones out in the ninth
round Sept. 25.
Both fighters gave up
championships for the
fight. The WBC stripped
Tarver of his belt for not
agreeing to fight mandato
ry challenger Paul Briggs
of Australia. Johnson de
cided to relinquish the IBF
version rather than fight
the organization's top chal
lenger, Rico Hoye.
Nevertheless, Tarver
entered the ring wearing a
red crown.
Jones was 49-1 and
considered one of the best
pound-for-pound fighters
in the world before losing
to Tarver. Jones worked as
a commentator on the
HBO telecast of the bout
and said afterward he
thought Tarver won.
Tarver, 36, is 22-3 with
18 knockouts.
Johnson, who grew up
in Jamaica and moved to
Miami when, he was 14,
weighed 1741/4. Tarver,
from Tampa, Fla., weighed
175 pounds.
There were no knock
downs.
Tarver and Johnson
each received a guaranteed
$1.05 million. Promoter
Joe DeGuardia said Tarver
would earn more than
another $1 million, based
on profits from the show.
Olympic gold medalist
Andre Ward of Oakland,
Calif., made a successful
professional debut on the
undercard, stopping Chris
topher Molina of Odessa,
Tex., at 40 seconds of the
second round.
bout
was scheduled for four
rounds.
Ward, 20, weighed 165
pounds. He became the
first American boxer to win
an Olympic gold medal
since 1996 at Athens last
summer, prevailing in the
178-pound division.
Also, Julio Gonzalez
of Huntington Beach,
Calif,, stopped David Telesco of Portchester, N.Y.,
at 1:06 of the eighth round
in their light heavyweight
bout. Gonzalez is 37-2
with 23 knockouts while
Telesco is 29-5-1 with 18
knockouts.
Among those with
ringside seats were Los
Angeles Lakers star Kobe
Bryant and his wife, Va
nessa; former heavyweight
champion Mike Tyson, and
current heavyweight con
tender James Toney.

Midtown

send the project plans out
for construction bids next
month and anticipates
groundbreaking to occur in
late February. Newsome
said that the retail spaces
would be built out to, the
requirements of the tenant.
The shops measure about
25 feet by 50 feet and will
only need paint and floor
covering, if that is what
tenants want. Thus the need
to move quickly.
The anchor store dic
tates that competing busi
nesses can't come in, but
the project was designed
with the Midtown strategic

plan in mind to "fill the
needs of what is missing in
the community," and that
includes apparel, shoes,
take out food, etc.
Militellos' advice to act
quickly' came during an
unusual open community
meeting last Wednesday at
Perkins
Elementary
School, across the street
from the site for the new
shopping plaza. The meet
ing brought the public up to
date on the project and
gave them helpful informa
tion if they want to lease
retail space.
Militello told the audi

Glen Johnson hold up his belt after his 12 round
spilt decision victory over Antonio Tarver in their
light heavyweight bout at the Staples Center in
Los Angeles, on Saturday, Dec. 18.
(AP Photo/Chris Carlson)

from front page
derstated. That is because
before the non-profit UDS
was finally created to bring
a new chain grocery store
to Midtown the city tried
the private development
route. It was a common
scene to see St. Petersburg
Mayor, Rick Baker, and
Deputy Mayor, Go Davis,
with caravans of potential
investors in tow on an end
less round of tours that
failed to attract private
developers.
Newsome expects to
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The Alumni Singers Perform at St. Joseph

The Alumni Singers never fail to dazzle and delight their audience! On Dec. 12, the celebrated choir performed at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in St. Petersburg.
photos by Rassi

The Ladies of St. Mark

The

On Dec. 12, St. Mark
Missionary Baptist
Church held their win
ter evening “Night in
White” worship service.
The guest speaker for
the occasion, Bonnie
Belford, is pictured
at right.
photos by Rassi

ence "it's up to you to look
into the opportunity," but
that they could call him for
guidance and information.
After an individual selects
a franchise, they need to
contact him to negotiate the
lease. He told them that
help for small businesses is
available form the Pinellas
County Small Business
Development Center.
The meeting was
unusual because normally
the public is not invited to
look at business opportuni
ties. However, this whole
project was unusual be
cause it required a non

profit development compa
ny, various grants and city
funding to buy the cost
down enough that a grocer
would come into the inner
city.
The meeting attracted
about 75 people. One of
them was Herb Gainer,
owner of New Image, a
rental car business located
on Central Avenue. Gainer
said he was "interested in
another opportunity, I'm
thinking more of a fran
chise. It's kind of tough for
a mom and pop to make it."
For Gaines, opening a
franchise business with

name recognition in the
new plaza with a major
anchor looks like a winning
idea. He thinks a Chick-FilA or Quizno's would be
nice, although he would
prefer something that the
south side does not have,
such as a Bennigan's or
Applebee's. The Tangerine
Plaza
location
lacks
enough parking spaces to
accommodate a dine-in
restaurant.
Other opportunities ex
ist, too. An audience mem
ber asked Newsome if they
planned to use minority
contractors on the project.

Newsome told 77te Weekly
Challenger that it was a
"challenge" to find minori
ty contractors with com
mercial experience.
"I think we're going to
have to home grow some of
them," Newsome said.

For information on leasing
retail space, call Militello
at (727) 384-6000. For
more free help with starting
a business, call the St.
Petersburg Business Assis
tance Center at (727) 8937146.

PLATINUM
GOLD
■—■
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson
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STATE NEWS
FlOrida A&M Trustees Choose Alum as
Interim Leader--------------------------------------by Brent Kallestad
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) - Florida A&M
trustees unanimously chose
a member of the Board of
Governors last Tuesday as
their interim president after
months of uncertainty in
the wake of financial and
administrative missteps.
Castell Bryant, a Flori
da A&M graduate who
once also served as a
school trustee, was picked
to succeed Fred Gainous,
who was fired earlier this
year after just over two
years on the job.
“It's great to be coming
home," Bryant said. “I
think what we need to do is
reclaim our position as a
real leader and build On
moving forward."
The trustees decided
that she will not be eligible
to serve in a permanent
capacity.
Bryant, 66, will take
the interim job Jan. 3. The

“It's great to be coming
home," Castell Bryant,
the chosen interim presi
dent, said. “I think what
we need to do is reclaim
our position as a real
leader and build on
native of Jasper becomes
the first woman to head the
historically black school in
its 117-year history.
“They have faith in my
ability," Bryant said after
her selection. “They be
lieve I can transfer what
I've learned other places to
this site."
She will have to resign
from the Board of Gover
nors, which oversees oper
ations of the state's 11 pub-

lie universities.
Bryant spent six years
as president of the North
Campus of Miami Dade
College and recently re
tired as president of the
Medical Center Campus of
the college. She also was
interim president at Florida
Memorial College in
Miami and at the down
town Wolfson Campus of
Miami Dade College.
Gainous 'was fired
Sept. 28, eight months after
he pulled the plug on an illfated effort to move the
football program into
NCAA Division I-A ranks.
Also, this spring, the MidEastern Athletic Confer
ence stripped the university
of 11 conference titles,
including two in football,
as punishment for 196
NCAA rule violations.
Gainous returned to a
tenured teaching position.
A review ordered by
Gainous found that the
school's construction budg-

et was off by more than $3
million, it did not bill the
federal government for $3
million spent from a grant
program and about $1.5
million in surplus money
was used to pay contractors
who had never been paid.
Additionally, two ex
workers were charged in
2003 with diverting more,
than $21,000 from finan
cial aid to themselves.
Gainous, who blamed
accounting mistakes for the
misplaced $3 million in
construction
dollars,
brought in a new vice pres
ident for finance from
neighboring Florida State
University to help unravel
the problems.
The financial issues
date back at least 20 years.
Students then were attend
ing classes without paying
tuition and had unaccept
able delinquency rates on
repaying federal loans, a
state auditor general report
disclosed in 1983,

NAACP Seeks To ReOpen InvestigatiOn Into
1951 Bombing Of Black Activists’ Home
MELBOURNE, Fla.
(AP) - The NAACP plans
to ask Florida officials to
reopen an investigation into
the deaths of two civil
rights activists who were
killed by an explosion
beneath their home on
Christmas Day 1951.
Harry and Harriette
Moore registered black
voters, opposed school seg
regation and sought higher
salaries for teachers. No
one was ever charged in
their deaths.
Bill Gary, president of
the North Brevard branch
of the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People, said he
plans to ask state Attorney
General Charlie Crist to
renew the search for sus
pects.
Authorities
have
revived the case periodical
ly over the years with no
success. The NAACP
hopes technological ad
vances, such as DNA evi
dence, may aid the investi
gation but acknowledged

that the likelihood of iden
tifying the killers is slim.
“We believe that the
FBI had evidence at that
time, but decided to quash
the investigation for the
sake of the South's tran
quility," Gary said.
Phone messages left by
The Associated Press at
Crist's office and the FBI's
Tampa office were not
immediately returned Sun
day.
Gary said the couple's
daughter,
Evangeline
Moore, has decided to pur
sue justice more aggres
sively.
Moore “is in her 70s
and has pretty much been a
recluse in the past, but she
has become a little more
vocal," Gary said.
The FBI produced a
2,000-page report on the
bombing in Mims, about
35 miles east of Orlando.
Five Ku Klux Kian leaders
were suspected but never
charged in the slayings.

Witness in Deltona Xbox Slayings TO
Testify Ahead Of Trial--------------------DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. (AP) - A key witness
in the brutal slayings of six
people over a lost video
game system will testify
more than nine months
ahead of the scheduled
trial, a judge ordered
Monday.
Brandon Graham's tes
timony on Jan. 7 will be
taped and kept on record in
case he cannot or will not
testify during the trial.
Police and prosecutors
have said Graham, 18,

could be in danger because
of his knowledge of the
case, in which four men
allegedly barged into a
Deltona home the night of
Aug. 6, .and used baseball
bats to bludgeon the vic
tims and a small dog.
According to police
and court records, Graham
has told investigators he
was with Troy Victorino,
28, Michael Salas, 19, and
18-year-olds Robert Antho
ny Cannon and Jerone
Hunter when the four plot-

ted the killings nearly two
days before the Aug. 6
attack.
Hunter said he origi
nally agreed to go along
with the attack because he
feared Victorino would kill
him, but he avoided the
suspects and backed out.
The four are scheduled to
be tried Sept. 26.
The defendants' attor
neys objected to Graham's
early testimony, citing their
clients' constitutional rights
to confront Graham in front

of a jury while the case is
being tried.
But Judge William A.
Parsons agreed with prose
cutors there i§ enough of a
concern about Graham's
safety and future where
abouts to record his testi
mony as soon as possible.
On Tuesday, a different
judge will hear arguments
over a gag order, requested
by Hunter's defense attor
ney.

THE STATE 0E

96-Year-Old Woman Runs For Mayoral ReElection —
OCEAN
BREEZE
PARK, Ha. (AP) - In a
community where every
one is over 55, it's fitting
that Mayor Dorothy Gee- ben's age has made her a
celebrity of sorts.
At 96, Geeben may be
the nation's oldest mayor.
She's so well-liked in her
the retirement community
of nearly 1,000 that no one
is opposing her re-election
this week, and her next
two-year term will last
through the end of 2006, or
nine months past her 98th
birthday.
No records officially
confirm the distinction, but
the U.S. Conference of
Mayors and the National
League of Cities have no
reports of anyone older,
either.
The closest might be a
92-year-old mayor in Pitts
burg, Texas, said Sherry
Appel, a spokeswoman for
the NLC, which found at
least 26 elected officials
who are 85 or older.
In March,
NBC's
"Today" helped celebrate
Geeben's 96th birthday. Jay
Leno invited her to share
her political secrets with
his audience, too, though
she turned the "Tonight"
show down because she
didn't want to travel.
"We can't vote her out
because she's . so well
known," jokes Camden

At 96, Geeben may be the nation s oldest mayor.
Griffin, the editor of Ocean scribes as "my younger
years."
Breeze Park's newsletter.
The quaint collection
Geeben said the secret to
her longevity and populari of mobile homes that
ty is a full schedule that makes up Ocean Breeze
Park sits on 85 acres of
keeps her moving.
"I have a good time. prime real estate, about 100
I'm on the go a lot. I guess miles north of Miami.
Harry Hoke bought and
that's half the battle," she
developed
the land in 1938,
said.
Geeben moved to eventually incorporating
Ocean Breeze Park more the community into a town.
Hoke was elected the
than a half-century ago
with her first husband after town's first mayor, and the
they heard about the town title was eventually passed
oh a television program. onto his daughter-in-law,
Her husband died in 1958 Ruth Hoke, who held the
post for 12 years. When she
but she later remarried.
A widow again, she also, died in 2001, Geeben took
has outlived both her sib charge after already serv
ing as the town council's
lings.
Geeben now uses a president for 31 years.
Residents recently had
walker to get around, but
says she's moving just as to endure their worst crisis
fast as she was when she in decades. Back-to-back
was 80, a time she de hurricanes took direct aim

Two JacksOnville Men Arrested For
Allegedly Killing Student-------------JACKSONVILLE, Ha.
(AP) - Two men have been
arrested on charges that
they murdered an Edward
Waters College student
during a robbery eight
months ago.
Kenell Dashawn Cole
man and his alleged ac
complice Jermell Maurice
Campbell, both 20, were
arrested on Dec. 16 and
charged with the murder
and armed robbery of
Johnathan Wesley Glenn,
18.
Glenn was fatally shot
April 29 while standing on
a street between school
dormitories.
An assailant walked up
to Glenn and a group of
people he was with and
shot him after requesting

money and a sports jersey
he was wearing, said Rick
Graham, assistant chief of
Jacksonville sheriff's of
fice.
Coleman
and
Campbell's most recent
listed addresses were a
block apart and about five
minutes from the college,
but neither was a student.
Coleman was already
in police custody on drug
possession charges after an
arrest Sept. 16, while
Campbell, who was jailed
Sept. 23 on an aggravated
domestic battery charge,
had been released on bail.
He was arrested again last
Thursday, police said. The
Duval County Public De
fender's Office said that
neither has been assigned

WISHES YOU A MESSY CHSISTMAS!

an attorney yet.
After the killing, stu
dents and parents accused
the school administration
of inadequate security on
campus, which is intersect
ed by city streets.
Jimmy Jenkins, the
college's president, said the
school has tried to make
the campus safer in recent
years, but he added the
streets are public.
“We hope to be able to
close streets off" in the
future, Jenkins said. “We
do not have a closed cam
pus."
The Glenn family has
sued the college. They said
the school misrepresented
the level of safety.
“They
didn't
do
enough," skid his mother

Essy Glenn. “And they
know the conditions of the
neighborhood," s
She added that the fam
ily was elated at news of
the arrests.
The day before he was
killed, Glenn had handed in
an essay about his concerns
over campus safety and
measures that were needed
to counter drug use within
the neighborhood and at
the college.
This year Edward Wa
ters College lost its accred
itation after a plagiarism
scandal and prosecutors are
investigating possible mis
use of grant money by the
private, historically black
school.

FlOrida Prepaid COllege Plan News
Like the holidays, the
deadline for the Horida
Prepaid College Plan is
approaching fast. To lock
in this year’s prices, fami
lies must sign up by
Monday, Jan. 31, 2005.
Finally, we hope you
can mention that a college
education is a gift that lasts
a lifetime. And getting
started is easy! There's no
fighting traffic, looking for
a parking space or standing

Today.
And it's an affordable
gift. This year, the tuition
plan prices start as low as
$23 a month for the two-

The Original

inline. To enroll online, go
to www.florida529plans
.com and click on Sign Up
PS Sox 13124
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at the mobile home com
munity. At least a dozen
homes in the town were
destroyed; many sustained
major damage.
"Some have gone, and
some have their places up
for sale. But as a rule,
everybody loves Florida,
and they love it here,"
Geeben said.
She attends church,
where she plays the organ
every Sunday, drives to
weekly bingo outings and
regular appointments at the
hair salon. She manages
her own finances the same
way she learned in the
1920s, using a typewriter
and an adding machine.
Her days are usually so
busy that she has no time
for the kitchen, except
when the town's Saturday
evening potluck requires
her rice pudding. Then, she
uses the microwave.
"I don’t cook much but
I manage to eat all the
time," said Geeben, who
barely reaches 5 feet tall.
She'd much rather talk
family than politics, partic
ularly if it involves her
great-great grandson or the
family reunion last year.
She also believes in
staying quiet at town meet
ings.
"It's the best way to
keep the peace," she said.

NEWS
DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

_

St. Petersharg, Ft 33733

year community college
plan and $75 a month for
the four-year university
plan. The prices vary based
on the type of plan and the

age of the child. For those
who sign up now, their first
payment is not due until
April 2005.

9

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURS DAY, DECEMBER 23 - 29, 2004

NATIONAL NEWS
Autopsy: Rapper O.D.B. Overdosed On
Drugs---------- —--------------------,__________
NEW YORK - The
death of rapper O.D.B. was
deemed an accident by the
medical examiner, who
said last Wednesday that he
died from the combined
effects of cocaine and a
prescription painkiller.
O.D.B., whose legal
name was Russell Jones,
died at a Manhattan record
ing studio Nov. 13.
He died "as a result of
intoxication by the com
bined effects of cocaine
and Tramadol, a prescrip
tion painkiller but not a
narcotic," said Ellen Borakove, a spokeswoman for
the New York City medical
examiner's office.
"The manner of death
is an accident," she added.
O.D.B. complained of
chest pains before collaps
ing at the studio, and was
dead by th? time para-

The death of rapper O.D.B. was deemed an accident
by the medical examiner, who said last Wednesday
that he died from the combined effects of cocaine and
a prescription painkiller.
AP PhotoZFrank Franklin II

medics reached him. He
was just days short of his
36th birthday.
O.D.B., also known as

01' Dirty Bastard, was a
founding member of the
rap group the Wu-Tang
Clan.

TLC Not Looking To Replace ‘Left Eye’
NEW
YORK
Rozonda "Chilli" Thomas
and Tionne "T-Boz" Wat
kins are looking to collabo
rate with a new voice, but

With his unorthodox
delivery
alternately
slurred, hyper and nonsen
sical - O.D.B. stood out
even in the nine-man Clan,
and as a solo artist he
released hit singles such as
"Shimmy Shimmy Ya" and
"Got Your Money."
He had been working
on his comeback album for
more than a year and was
almost finished.
O.D.B. was the latest
in a string of rappers to
meet an untimely death,
among them Jam Master
Jay of Run DMC, who was
fatally shot in late 2002,
and Notorious B.I.G. and
Tupac Shakur, who were
both shot to death in the
late 1990s. Those killings
remain unsolved.

the TLC stars insist they're
not trying to replace the
late Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes.
"Nothing has changed.
We're not replacing Lisa,"
Thomas told The Asso
ciated Press in a recent
interview. "We're not look
ing for a new member."
Last month, the pair
announced they were
launching a search to find a
vocalist to perform with
them in concert and for one
track on TLC's upcoming
greatest hits project - a
journey that will: be the
subject of a UPN reality
show, "R U The Girl with
T-Boz and Chilli."
Some fans were con
cerned that Thomas and
Watkins were seeking to

Ohio Voters Refile Election Challenge
by Andrew Welsh-Huggins
Associated Press Writer
COLUMBUS, Ohio Voters who claim problems
with Ohio voting machines
Nov. 2 indicated fraud
refiled a request with the
Ohio Supreme Court on
Friday to overturn the pres
idential results.
The 37 voters cite
reports of machine errors,
double-counting of some
ballots and a shortage of
voting machines in pre
dominantly minority pre- '
cincts as reasons to throw
out the election results.
The
challenge
is

backed by the Rev. Jesse
Jackson and Cliff Amebeck, a Columbus attorney
for the Massachusettsbased Alliance for De
mocracy, who accused the
campaign of President
Bush of "high-tech vote
stealing."
The group filed the
request Monday, the day
the Electoral College cast
votes for Bush. Chief
Justice Thomas Moyer of
the state Supreme Court
threw out the complaint
Thursday, saying the voters
improperly included a sec
ond election challenge in

the complaint.
Ohio and its 20 elec
toral votes were the differ
ence in the presidetitial
race. On Dec. 6, Ohio
Secretary of State Kenneth
Blackwell declared Presi
dent Bush the official win
ner in the state by 119,000
votes over Democrat John
Kerry.
Elections officials are
conducting a recount at the
request of third-party presi
dential candidates, but nei
ther the Bush nor Kerry
campaigns expect it to

Coaches

counties reporting final
recounts to The Associated
Press on Friday, Bush had
gained 395 votes and Kerry
has gained 554 votes. The
running tally accounts for
4.4 million votes cast, or
about 74 percent of the
total certified vote from the
Nov. 2 election.
Officials said hanging
chads that came loose
when punch-card ballots
were handled again or
rerun through tallying ma
chines account for most of
the additional votes.

from front page

change the outcome.
With 65 of Ohio's 88

Race And Revenge May Have Been
Motives In Maryland ------- --------------by Stephen Manning
Associated Press Writer
INDIAN HEAD, Md.
(AP) - Federal investigators
say two possible motives
have emerged for fires that
caused $10 million in dam
age at an upscale housing
development in the Wash
ington suburbs.
Four men have been
charged with arson at the
Hunters Brooke develop
ment, where fires on Dec. 6
destroyed 10 houses and
damaged 16 others. No one
was hurt; many of the homes
were still under construc
tion.
Three of the men had a
hearing scheduled Monday
in federal court.
Race and revenge are
among the theories that
emerged as authorities ques
tioned the four men. A feder
al law enforcement official,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity, said Sunday two
allegedly made racial state
ments.
The suspects are white,
and many of the families

moving into the homes are
black.
The federal official said
that one of the suspects,
Jeremy Daniel Parady, was
turned down when he tried
to get a job with Lennar
Corp., the company building
the houses about 30 miles
south of Washington.
Another suspect, Aaron
Speed, 21, told investigators
he was upset his employer
did not show enough sympa
thy after his infant son died
this year, according to court
documents. He worked for a
security company hired to
guard the development, and
is being held until a hearing
Tuesday.
Michael Campbell, a
spokesman for the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives, said investi
gators are considering
revenge and race, along with
several
other
possible
motives.
“Two typical motives
for arson are revenge and
race,” Campbell said. "It's
something investigators are

looking at."
None of the suspects has
been charged with a hate
crime.
On Saturday, officials
arrested three of the men Parady, Patrick Stephen
Walsh and Michael Mc
Intosh Everhart, all 20.
Initially, there was spec
ulation the fires were set by
environmental extremists
because some environmental
groups had complained the
houses threatened a nearby
bog. But no evidence has
been found to support that
theory, police said.
Derrick Potts, who is
black and lives with his girl
friend and children in the
only occupied house in the
section of Hunters Brooke
that burned, said he doubts
race was the prime motive.
His family has been
warmly received by the
Indian Head community fol
lowing the fires, and Potts
has not sensed any racial
animosity.
“I've never
looked at this area as having
racial problems," he said.

for a one-time performance
and for a song on the great
est hits project.
"We started out with
our fans and it's all about
our greatest hits," Thomas
said. "Basically, we are try
ing to give back to our fans
and find one girl and give
her a chance of a lifetime,
to do one last performance
with TLC."
"We kind of call it,
like, fan appreciation," said
Watkins. "We started to
gether and we want to end
it together, and that's some
thing that Lisa would have
been fond of."

Potts' home suffered lit
tle damage and the family
was able to return home last
week.
“Charles County is one
of the only places in the
(Washington) D.C. metro
area that seemed friendly to
us," he said.
Several shoppers at a
grocery store in Accokeek,
just north of Indian Head,
also said there was little
racial tension in the area.
But Janaire Anderson,
of Clinton, said that doesn't
mean it wasn't a motive in
the fires. “I think race is a
factor in everything we do,"
she said.
Parady was a “riding
member" with the Accokeek
Volunteer Fire Department,
which meant he could ride
with fire crews but not
actively engage in firefight
ing, Fire Department Presi
dent Wayne Jordan told The
Washington Post.
Jordan said Parady was
not on duty the morning of
the arsons and was not
involved in responding to the
fires. Mary Black, Parady's
fiancee, told the Post that
Parady was home with her

“That is honestly sig
nificant," Willingham said.
“With the old landscape,
there have been limited
opportunities for one to
truly be able to get back
into the system. I think
that's a very positive step,"
Romar, hired by former
athletic director Barbara
Iledges, leads a basketball
team that reached the
NCAA tournament last
spring. The Huskies, No.
18 in this week's poll, are
expected to contend for this
season's Pac-10. title.
Both Willingham and
Romar said their positions
at Washington represent
progress for blacks, but
insisted that job qualifica
tions should always mean
more than skin color.
“I'm excited as an alum

The original TLC lineup included Tionne "T-Boz"
Watkins, the late Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes and
Rozonda "Chilli" Thomas.
fill the shoes of Lopes, who most dynamic member of
died in a car crash in the trio, with her colorful
Honduras in 2002.
personality and energetic

MID PENINiULAiEAFOOD
MARKET A REITAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

327- 8309
328- 8309
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raps. Instead, they say
they're simply looking for a
fan to perform with them

and a current employee of
the University of Wash
ington that our university is
making progress and not
using color as the No. 1
factor on whether they’re
going to hire someone,"
Romar said. “It's about
who is the best qualified.
Who is the best fit?"
Said Willingham: “I
am proud to be AfricanAmerican, but we should
get to the point where that's
not the focus, where it's
really the body of work that
a man does. I'm looking
forward to increasing my
body of work.”
Emmert and athletic
director Todd Turner, both
white, said race wasn't a
factor in Willingham's hire,
They simply wanted the
best coach, and Willing
ham's name topped their
list when Keith Gilbertson
stepped down after a 1-10
season. Emmert said the
university would have used

the same approach in hiring Willingham was let go.
a college dean.
“Tyrone Willingham is
“This is the man we an outstanding individual,
wanted as our coach," in terms of the way he car
Emmert said.
ries himself both in public
As for Washington and behind closed doors,"
having two black coaches BCA
president
Stan
for the major sports, Wilcox said. “You couldn't
Emmert called it “a little find a better gentleman of
bit extra."
character and respect with
Willingham's name has in the football coaching
been in the news in recent community. He is going to
do great things for Wash
weeks.
His firing at Notre ington."

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY DINNER.
' LIMIT ONE PER PARTY WITH COUPON

Emmert

Dame, after the third year

of a five-year contract,
raised questions about
whether he was given
enough time to succeed and
drew criticism from the
Black Coaches Asso
ciation.
Willingham was one of
only five black head coach
es in Division I-A last sea
son. That number dropped
to two after Tony Samuel
was fired at New Mexico
State, Fitz Hill resigned at
San Jose State and

and

Turner

praised Willingham's repu
tation for integrity and dis
cipline, as well as his abili

ty to recruit the West Coast
and produce a winner.
Together, they hope to
restore Washington foot
ball to national acclaim.
“This may be the most
important hire in the histo
ry. of Husky football,"
Romar said. “You can't
make it a political hire."

Reading instruction is a science .Wr know that
teachers trained in and equipped with scientifically based
instructional techniques can help alt children leam to become
strong, independent readers.

The Partnership for Reading is committed
to supplying educators and parents with the
information, materials, and support they need
to ensure that proven instructional approaches
to reading are used in their classrooms.

For more information log on to nifl.gov/partncrshipforreading.

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO nifl.gov/partnershipforreadmg
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Carla's Hair Affair

pop music history. Their
multiple
hits
include
"Unpretty," "Waterfalls,"
"Creep" and "No Scrubs."
Their last full album was
2002’s "3D."

But the duo said then
that they would never try to
replace Lopes - perhaps the

Professional Hair Care Products
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TLC, which debuted in
1992, ranks as one of the
best-selling girl groups in
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322- 1712

“Change
yourself
slowly and
cheerfully
Conditions
will change
immediately
and unimag
inably.”
- Sri
Chinmoy
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
U.S. Officials Knew of AIDS Drug Risks
from getting AIDS, offi
bv John Solomon
cials said. But now con
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) cerns are emerging about
- The government's re whether patients who re
search on using an AIDS, ceived those single doses
drug to protect African have developed resistance
babies was so flawed that to further AIDS treatment.
The documents show
health officials had to use
blood tests after the fact to Tramont and other NIH of
confirm patients got the ficials dismissed the prob
medicine. Ultimately, they lems with the nevirapine
had to acknowledge the research in Uganda as
study broke federal patient overblown and were slow
tq report safety concerns to
protection rules.
But the National Insti the Food and Drug Admin
tutes of Health never told istration.
A professional auditor
the White House about
problems it found in 2002 hired by NIH who first
with its research on the helped disclose the prob
drug nevirapine before lems said in ah interview
•
President Bush unveiled a that most of the problems
$500 million plan to dis were fixable but NIH offi
tribute the medicine across cials were in a rush tq de
Africa, documents obtained clare that things were OK.
"It seemed tq me we
by The Associated Press
were
drawing conclusions
show.
Instead, officials inside too quickly across the
the government's premier board, especially the imple
health research agency mentation of nevirapine in
scrambled to keep its safety South Africa," auditor
experts' concerns from Michael Hensley told AP.
Ultimately, NIH did
scuttling the use of nevirap
ine in Africa as a cheap stop the Uganda research
solution to stopping babies for 15 months - from the
from getting AIDS from spring of 2002 to the sum
infected mothers,
the mer of 2003 - to review the
science and take corrective
memos show.
"Everyone recognized actions.
the enormity that this v^ciNIH officials told AP
sion could have on the they remain confident after
worldwide use of nevirap re-reviewing the Uganda
ine to interrupt mother- study and other research
baby transmission," NIH's that nevirapine can be used
AIDS research chief, Dr. safely in single doses by
Edmund C. Tramont, re
African mothers and chil
ported March 14, 2002, to dren to prevent HIV trans
his boss, Anthony Fauci, mission during birth.
director of ihe National In
But they acknowledged
stitute of Allergy and In their Uganda research
fectious Diseases.
failed to meet required U.S.
Since then, hundreds of standards and have asked
thousand of doses of the the National Academy of
drug have been adminis Sciences to investigate.
tered to African mothers
"I would say there are
and babies under the Bush many lessons that we have
plan.
learned from this review
Up to half those babies that will
us do our
may have been stopped clinical research, both do

help

mestically and internation
ally, much better," said Dr.
H. Clifford Lane, NIH's
No. 2 infectious disease
official.
The White House said
it remains confident in
Bush's $500 million plan in
2002 to send nevirapine to
Africa, a continent that
accounts for more than
two-thirds of the world's
AIDS cases, with 27 mil
lion people infected. The
United States approved
$2.9 billion to fight global
AIDS in 2005.
"The president's mis
sion is to tty to stop the
spread of AIDS in Africa
and to come at it from a
new angle, and that is what
this is all about," spokes
man Trent Duffy said.
Though the White
House was never told of the
problems, they were seri
ous enough that the U.S.
Health and Human Ser
vices Department sent a
nine-page letter to Ugan
dan officials identifying
violations of federal patient
protection rules by NIH's
research.
The NIH research
"may have represented a
failure to minimize risk to
the subjects," the Office of
Human Research Protec
tions told Ugandan authori
ties in summer 2002, a
month after Bush's an
nouncement of the nevirap
ine announcement.
NIH officials said a
recent closer review of the
Uganda research has iden
tified a new concern - that
even single doses of nevi
rapine can create instant
resistance. That means pa
tients may not be able to
use the drug of others in7 it’s
class again when their
AIDS worsens, Lane said.
"It was unexpected, and
what it means is nevirapine

probably shouldn't be a
drug of first choice if other
options are available,"
Lane said.
Lane said NIH officials
were aware in spring 2002
of the impending White
House announcement on
nevirapine but did not tell
presidential aides of the
problems because they
were confident, even before
reviewing the Uganda
research, that the Underly
ing science was solid.
In order to reconstruct
the research to make sure
the science held up, NIH
officials in summer 2002
found they couldn't use
patient records because of
sloppy record keeping and
missing files. Instead, they
had to review blood sam
ples to determine which
patients got the medicines.
Nevirapine is an antiretro
viral drug marketed in the
United States as Viramune.
It has been used since the
1990s to treat adult AIDS
patients and is known to
have potentially lethal side
effects like liver damage
and severe rashes when
taken over time.
In 1997, NIH began
studying
ih
Uganda
whether it could be given
safely in single doses to
stop mother-to-baby HIV
transmission. That research
showed it could reduce
transmission in as many as
half the births.
Blit by early 2002, an
NIH auditor, the agency's
medical safety experts and
the drug's maker all dis
closed widespread prob
lems about the U.S.-funded
research in Uganda.
Boehringer Ingelheim,
the
'Connecticut-based
company that makes nevi
rapine, told NIH it identi
fied at least one "critical
compliance issue" that

compromised the integrity
of the study and more than
four dozen issues it de
scribed as serious and
major.
Boehringer and NIH
auditors cited concerns
such as failing to get pa
tients'
consent
about
changes in the experiment,
administering wrong doses
and delays and underre
porting of "fatal and life
threatening" problems.
"It appeared likely, in
fact, that many adverse
events and perhaps a signif
icant number of serious
adverse events for both
mother and infant may not
have been collected or
reported in a timely man
ner," Westat Corp, found in
March 2002. Westat is a
medical auditing firm hired
by NIH to visit and audit
the Uganda site.
Westat reported there
were 14 deaths not reported
in the study database as of
early 2002 and that the top
two researchers in Uganda
acknowledged thousands of
bad reactions that weren't
disclosed.
NIH said the subse
quent review whittled that
list down significantly, all
deaths were eventually
recorded and the majority
of bad reactions are be
lieved to have been caused
by the poor health of pa
tients, not the single dose
of nevirapine. But they
conceded it was incumbent
on a U.S'. research project
to disclose them fully and
quickly.
Officials said the prob
lems' began when NIH con
verted the research from
determining the drug's use
fulness tq supporting FDA
approval for the drug.
Paperwork in Uganda was
n't kept to FDA standards,
they said.

"We may not have re
ported exhaustively, but we
reported all serious side
effects," said Professor
Francis Mmiro, a lead doc
tor in the Uganda study.
"What you may call a seri
ous side effect in the U.S. is
not a serious side effect in
Kampala."
NIH officials reviewed
the bad news in early
March 2002.
Meeting minutes, writ
ten in shorthand, raised
broad concerns: Half the
babies in the study were
also enrolled in a vitamin A
study that could have
affected the outcome, and
medical staff running the
trials didn't follow proce
dures for divulging serious
adverse events (SAEs).
"No mtg minutes, no
training doc(umentation),
site used their own criteria
for grading SAEs. No lab
normal values & serious
underreporting of SAEs,"
the minutes stated.
Ihey also quote an
NIH official who visited
Uganda as saying, "The site
staff doesn't know what
they don't know."
But Tramont, the AIDS
research chief, and other
top NIH officials repeated
ly dismissed the concerns
as preliminary or over
blown, and sought to sal
vage the flawed research's
underlying
conclusions
rather than start over.
"There is presently no
evidence that the study's
scientific results are in
valid," said a report Tra
mont sent to his staff less
than two weeks after get
ting the March 2002 Westat
audit.
In January 2002, Boeh
ringer had sent NIH ah
early copy of its report. But
the drug maker, fearing
publicity about the report

might destroy its chance to
get FDA approval of the
drug for domestic use,
asked NIH to destroy it
before FDA regulators
could leam about it.
"Sensitive information.
Asked for it to be destroyed
when audit is upon us,"
NIH official Mary Anne
Luzar wrote on the cover
page of Boehringer's re
port.
But Boehringer says it
never requested the docu
ment be destroyed, saying
"our actions throughout the
study evaluation were
proactive and forthcom
ing:"
Lane said
request to
destroy the report was inap
propriate and NIH never
complied. But he conceded
his agency inappropriately
kept the audit from FDA
for weeks, saying, "It
shouldn't have happened
that way. "
NIH at first sought to
postpone the FDA review
of nevirapine, then top NIH
and FDA officials arranged
for the drug maker to pull
its U.S. application rather
than risk a public rejection
that might scare African
countries looking for U.S.
guidance on the drug.
Unaware of the internal
NIH concerns, Bush an
nounced in June 2002 the
$500 million effort to fight
the spread of AIDS in Afri
ca and the Caribbean. The
plan's centerpiece was
nevirapine.
"This major commit
ment of my government to
prevent mother-to-child
HIV transmission is the
first of this scale by any
government, anywhere,"
Bush said in a Rose Garden
announcement.
African health officials
are
having
second
thoughts. South African of

the

ficials in July recommend
ed ending the single-use
treatment because of the
new concerns about drug
resistance.
African doctors said
they weren't aware of the
full extent of NIH's con
cerns but feel comfortable at least until better options
emerge - administering it in
single doses to AIDS-sick
ened mothers who have few
other choices tq protect
newborns.
"It's not ideal, but it
works," said Dr. Ashraf
Coovadia of Coronation
Mother and Child Hospital
in Johannesburg, South
Africa. Without it, "many,
many more babies would
be bom with HIV."
Boehringer Ingelheim
said it has donated enough
doses to treat more than
411,000 mothers and in
fants in Africa, and self dis
closed the problems it
found with the Uganda re
search. But it says it has
research from other loca
tions, like Thailand and
South Africa, showing sin
gle dose usage at birth is
safe and effective.
"The bottom line is
there were these procedural
issues, such as the speed of
reporting adverse events,
and the like. But the impor
tant scientific data was
intact, and found to be
valid," said Dr. Patrick
Robinson, a top Boehringer
AIDS specialist.
Still, the Germanowned company is no lon
ger seeking FDA permis
sion in 2004 to use nevirap
ine for protecting U.S.
infants because better treat
ments have emerged, he
said.
AP reporter Alexandra
Zavis in Johannesburg,
South Africa, contributed
to this story.

OBITUARIES
BONNER,

ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

ROOSE

VELT, 68, died December
12, 2004. Survivors include
his

companion,

Claudine

Cox, St. Petersburg; oneson,

Larry

Madison;

two

Holmes,
brothers,

Rufus (Gladys) Bonner, Sr.,
and David

(Virdie Mae)

Bonner, Sr., all of Madison;

GOD IS THE ONLY
ONE INA POSITION
TO LOOK DOWN ON
SOMEONE

one granddaughter, Tiffany
Holmes, Madison; and sev
eral nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
_ Serve All National Cemeteries
g
for Veterans
“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours’

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

Noyv Open in St. Pete
Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.
"One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Elder L.
Lavelle
Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/
Executive
Director
Available
24 Hours

Serenity South
3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680
Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401

The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress”

Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage IH
Executive
Vice
President
Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

EXERCISE DAILY WALK WITH THE LORD!

"It's all taken care of"
These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that hot only Was
the funeral paid for — it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!
We are offering

FREE CASKETS
l°r Veterans, their Spouses and
lmmediate Family Members

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

This offer is good at Serenity MemoriaI FuneraI Home, Inc.

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church------------

The Community
Quartet Union Of
Florida Monthly
Musical Programs
"For I was hungry, and
you gave me something to
eat; I was thirsty, and you
gave me drink; I was a
stranger, and you invited

Kwanzaa Observance At New
Philadelphia----------------------------The church family of
New

munity to come out on this
day after Christmas just to
give God all the praises for
keeping you through anoth
er Christmas. This is a

me in." - Matthew 25:35

good time to come together

(N.H.S. Bible).

and give God glory, be

The Community Quar
tet Union of Florida month

cause we know that" Jesus
is the reason for every sea

ly musical programs are
held on the fourth Sunday

son." Come out and help us

of each month.

to our love ones. May God

Place: St. Jude’s Holi

spread the Christmas cheer

Minister Matty Lane

St. S., Pastor: Bishop Nes

and the Gospel Joyettes

bitt, Time:
(sharp).

(along with other Quartet

7:30

p.m.

Union Groups) will present

ples and meanings are:

studies

department at California

Kwanzaa.

During

mid

State University at Long

morning

worship

on

Beach. It was designed to

Sunday, time will be devot

be a time for African-

ed to recognizing the seven

Americans to reflect upon

days of Kwanzaa com

our rich African heritage.

1. Umoja (unity)
2. Kujichaguba (selfdetermination)
3. Ujima (collective
work and responsibility)
4. Ujamaa (cooperative
economics)
5. Nia (purpose)

mencing Dec. 26. The

For seven days, one of

unity cup (Kikombe Cha

the spiritual and communal

6. Kuumba (creativity)

Umoja) will be used as
water is poured into four

principles (Nguzo Saba)

7. Imani (faith)

times and symbolically

will be acknowledged.
These tenets were synthe

Kwanzaa means “the
first fruits of the harvest,”

explained.

sized by Dr. Karenga from

from East African language

African mythology, cul

of Kiswahib.

This cultural reaffirma
tion celebration was creat

tures, and tradition.

ed by Maulana Karenga in

The seven daily princi-

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

mini concert on Monday,

Monday night after the sec

Dec. 27 at Alpine Health

Seasons greetings from

information, please cab the

school training and tutor

ond

and Rehab Center, 3456 -

Pastor Louis M. Murphy,

ing services for youth ages

21st Ave. S. from 6:30-7:45

Sr. and the staff at Mt. Zion

church at (727) 894-4311,
ext. 808.

p.m. Please come out and

Progressive

Boy Scouts will meet
every Monday at 7 p.m. on

Opportunity Center. The

Baptist Church!!!

program offers an opportu

the third floor. New scouts

nity

are

welcome. Contact

grades, on-line practice for

Sunday

of

every

Missionary

14-18 through the Youth

God By Faith #2, 1701

help spread some Christ

Prescott St. S., Pastor:

mas cheer and give praises

Elder W. Ross, Time: 7
p.m. (sharp).

to God for bringing you

The

through another Christmas

recruiting drum line and

Scoutmaster Elbs at (727)

the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,

Activities for Decem

season. Have a Godblessed Christmas and new

drill team nembers. If you

864-3727.

earn your high school

are interested, please cab

year season.

(727) 895-4432 or (727)
865-6787.

Do you or someone
you know have a drug or

diploma, earn your GED
and earn an opportunity to
be selected to win a free
computer. For further in
formation, please contact
George B. Smith, (727)
894-4311, ext. 302.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
is located at 955 - 20th St.
S., St. Petersburg. The Rev.
Louis M. Murphy, Sr. is
pastor. For more informa
tion, please call (727) 8944311, fax (727) 822-1591
or send an email to mzpm
bc® gte.net.

President Matty Lane
and the Quartet Union will
sponsor an appreciation
love service for the union’s
faithful members: Doreatha Jackson, Minister
George Carty and his son.
This love service will be
held the fourth Sunday eve
ning, Dec. 26 at St. Jude’s
Holiness Church at 7:30
p.m.
We are asking the com-

Activities for January
2005:
The Quartet Union
business meeting will be
held on Monday, Jan. 10 at
7 p.m. The 2005/2006,
election will take place at
this meeting.
Sunday, Jan. 23 - the
Singinaries will host the
first union night of the new
year.

It’s that time again!
Band

Ministry

is

The Evangelical Train
ing Classes have begun.
Sign up now for Under
standing People, Effective
Leading
and Biblical
Beliefs. For information
and enrollment, please call
the church office, (727)
894-4311, ext. 219.
The Reading Enhance
ment and Math Improve
ment Programs are in need
of volunteers. Help make a
difference in the life of a
young person. For more

Friendship
Missionary Baptist
Church ----------------Pastor John A. Evans,

No Bread of Life and no

Sr., the first family and

Noon Day Bible Study as

Friendship

Missionary

well. There will be no

Baptist Church prayerfuly

evening praise and worship

invite you to attend wor

service rendered.

alcohol problem? It’s time
to make a change, and we
can help. Cab today to be
gin your FREE "Confiden
tial Recovery," Fridays, 7
p.m. at the Kings Kid’s
Academy Building, 950 20th St. S. If you, a family
member or someone you
know is interested in learn
ing about or coping with
substance abuse, please
contact A.J. Murphy, (727)
481-2609.
Mt. Zion Human Ser

to

improve

your

vices, Inc. provides after

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church-------------------------------------Catching the vision
The New Hope family

Minister of Music, Minis

Weekly events:

invites each and every one

ter Tony Young, and choir

• Tuesday - Prayer

-

to join us on Sunday morn

directress, Bobbie Tampa.

Meeting/Bible Study, 6:30

3300 - 31st St. S. We also

Watch night service will be

ing to help catch the vision

Our dynamic percussionist

p.m.

invite you to all other

held

that our pastor has for New

is Marcus Childs.

church-related

Missionary Baptist Church

Hope in the year 2005.

Bread of Life will be

ship services with us at

gift to mankind!
Other ministries in

during the week.

ders of God and the pres

clude:
• ALL WEEKLY AC

Greetings in the name

ence of the Holy Spirit

TIVITIES

of our Lord and Savior,

our early morning service

black

meetings are held on each

ber 2004:

"For unto us a child is

of

a post-Christmas musical

Place: The Church of

photos by Rassi

1966, who was then chair
man

The monthly planning

month.

Additional scenes from the Mt. Zion AME Christmas play.

will

observe cultural hobday of

forever bless and keep you.

ness Church, 2012 Auburn

Philadelphia

functions

Friday,

Dec.

at

St.

31

Mark

The

• Thursday - Prayer
Band, 11 a.m.

where the pastor is Pastor

Sunday School begins

served by our esteemed

Upcoming events:

First worship service

Brown. We will commence

at 9 a.m. We have a grow

pastor, Rev. Carlos L.

• Dec. 25, 8-9 a.m.,

begins at 7:45 a.m. with the

the services starting at 9

ing Sunday School and

Senior.

SUSPEND

Youth Choir rendering de

p.m. For more details, go to

good teachers. Parents -

You are not only invit

THE LORD IS COME,"

leading and guiding our

ED. . .ENJOY YOUR FAM

votion with the Deacon

www.fmbctheshp.org

or

please bring your children

ed to Sunday Service but to

Christmas morning serv

hearts, mind and soul into

Ministry and the Youth

contact the office at (727)

and yourselves. We all can

ice. Bring the entire family,

true worship.
Followed by Church

Choir will sing, and youth

906-8300, Mon.-Fri. from

leam more about the good

hope to see you at New

and let’s celebrate the rea

days to one and all. As we
celebrate Jesus’ birthday,

ILY !!!
Upcoming events:

any of our services. We do

Jesus Christ. Happy holi

• Dec. 24 - Christmas

ushers will serve. Pastor

9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

God we know and love.

Hope Missionary Baptist

son for the season!

which is "CHRISTMAS,"

School 9:30 a.m., we en

Eve Candle Light Service,

John A. Evans, Sr. will give

We pray you have a

Our Spirit-fibed Devo

Church, 2120 - 19th St. S.,

let us be mindful of the rea
son for the season and

courage you to join us as

6:30 p.m.
• Dec. 31 - Watch Night

the message. A second

safe and blessed holiday

tion begins at 10:15 a.m.

St. Petersburg. If you need

SERVICE," Dec. 31, 10

service will be held at

season. Jesus is still the

with our deacons in charge.

a ride, the Transportation

p.m. Please come and help

remember to keep Christ in

of the Word of God togeth

10:30 a.m.

reason for the season!!!!!

The Voices of Hope will

Ministry wib be glad to

bring in the new year with

Christmas!
Pastor Clarence A. Wil

er.

Service.
Looking for a church

the Lord in our bves.

Contemporary

home? We extend an invita

liams and the Mt. Zion

worship service is at 11
a.m. Join us as we lift high

tion to you to join us. We as

the name of Jesus in song

God, and the Holy Spirit

services with us at 919 -

and have a good time in the

reigns. We’d love to have

20th St. S. this Sunday or
just at any time during the

Lord. The Youth Choir will

you!
Thought for the week:

month. As we anticipate
that glorious birth of the

the day. Pastor Williams
will proclaim the Word of

Savior, let us provide the

God. Never forget Jesus

gift of love one to another.
Join us at 7:30 a.m. for

was bom just to die for our

bom,
the

a

Son

is given

government

and

shall

be

upon His shoulders."

Church family cordially in
vite you to attend worship

as we give praise and
thanksgiving for the won

we collectively leam more

Our

minister in song throughout

a church share the love of

"JESUS

is

the

REASON

for the SEASON."

Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

"JOY TO THE WORLD

•

"WATCH NIGHT

re

We wish to thank all

lead the congregation in

pick you up. Cab the

sumes this Sunday with as

who showed expressions of

Praise and Worship Song

church office at (727) 896-

He has done great

sistant and/or superintend

love to the first family and

Service.

They are under

5228 between the hours of

things for us. He is worthy

ent

the pastor during the hob-

the guidance of Vemard

9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday

to be praised and honored!

day season. It is always

McKenny,

through Friday.

We hope to see you there!!!

Sunday

School

rendering

devotion

beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 28 - No

nice to be NICE!!!!!

Youth Enrichment Hour,

We wish you and yours

nor youth practice or re

a blessed new year and all

hearsal for choir due to

of the prosperity you can

Christmas break.

stand!!!!! Have a Jesus-

Wednesday, Dec. 29 -

filled new year!!!!!

sins, that was the ultimate

Remember that Jesus is the Reason for the Season'.

accompanist,

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church------------------------------------Metropobtan

on Sunday. Sunday School

and Pastor Houston and the

Baptist Church extends an

is at 9:30 a.m., and Prayer

Bethel

invitation to join us in the

Meeting and Bible Study

Church family wishes the

celebration, cultivation and

are on Wednesday at 7 and

community the warmest

communication

7:30 p.m., respectively.

best wishes for a wonderful

Bethel

of

His

Word.

As we celebrate the

Our doors are open for

hobdays, let us remember

both 8 and 11 a.m. services

the reason for the season,

Metropobtan

hobday season and a very
happy new year.
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Teens Behind Bars Star In
Unusual Christmas Play —

Churchgoers Mourn Pregnant Woman
Communities struggle with shocking death, theft of baby
eight months pregnant with

KANSAS CITY, Mo.

the couple's first child.

(AP) - Churchgoers in two
communities stunned by

"They were kids in the

the murder of an expectant

neighborhood, nice young

mother whose baby was cut

kids," Hamon said. "She's

from her womb grieved for

just a real nice girl, real

the young woman Sunday

pretty, quiet and reserved."

and struggled to understand

Stinnett's mother found
her body in a pool of blood

her grisly death.
The Rev. Harold Ha-

inside the couple's small

mon said he was probably

white home on Thursday

addressing Christmas cards

afternoon. Police recovered

when his neighbor, Bobbie

Stinnett's baby a day later

Jo Stinnett, was strangled

after

and the infant ripped from

Montgomery through e-

her womb.

mails she had sent Stinnett

down

about buying a dog.

A short time later, a

Residents of James River Juvenile Detention Facility perform "The Unexpected
Christmas Play."
POWHATAN, Va. (AP) on charges ranging from wouldn't say why he was in
- "A Charlie Brown theft to murder.
the detention center.
Christmas" it was not.
"I wrote about what I
The
performance
"The
Unexpected know," she said. "I just touched Henrico County
Christmas Play," written bring it to life."
Juvenile Court Judge Stuart
and performed Friday by
It took a month to Williams, who said he
residents of the James rehearse the play and trans remembers both of the
River Juvenile Detention form the gymnasium into a play's authors from his
Facility, tells the story of a theater with a brightly dec courtroom.
teenager named Deuce who orated Christmas tree and
"I thought it was very
would rather pursue a decorative snowflakes cov emotional," he said. "I'm
music career than deal with ering the windows. The impressed with how far
his pregnant girlfriend, staff, including superin they've come. Most of
Asia.
tendent Patricia Carrington, these kids will come out all
For the 46 residents of wore Santa hats.
right."
the coed detention center
In the play, Deuce
The production also
west of Richmond, the play eventually accepts respon gave the dozen or so resi
was a reflection of their sibility for his life after his dents who performed a
lives, and the young actors best friend is killed in a chance to show off new
know the themes of vio drive-by shooting. He finds found talents.
lence and hope all too well. religion, marries Asia, gets
One 15-year-old, who
"It came from the a steady job and is a rapper said he's charged with
heart," said one of the on the side.
grand larceny, had never
play's authors, a pretty 15The role wasn't a sung in front of a group
year-old whose name was stretch for the soft-spoken before arriving at James
withheld because she's a teenager who played Deuce River. During one of the
minor. "I love to make peo and helped write the play. play's musical numbers, his
ple happy."
He also got his girlfriend clear, strong voice earned
The teen, an aspiring pregnant and hopes to loud applause from the
forensic scientist who is someday become a famous audience.
awaiting trial on drug and rapper.
"I used to sing in the
car theft charges, said she
Though his girlfriend's shower," he said, adding
wanted to write something pregnancy ended in miscar that he'd like to pursue a
the other residents could riage, he said he drew on singing career.
relate to. The facility has the experience to bring
held children as young as 9 realism to the role. He
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Visit Your House of Worship Yljis
Holiday Seasop - Wljere tl)e “Sop”
Always Snipes!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
xJ/

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33*713
(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwcc @ email.com
Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

•10:00am
•11:30am
•7:00pm
•7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
Church That IVLakes A Difference!

5Z.ion.
<c^A/\is,s.LCfn.cLTLtj

u

GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School.................... ......8:00
Worship Service ................9:00
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00
Wednesday, Bible Study .....7:00-8:00

slurs,
Pillar and the Ground of Truth

his f

www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

James W. PaschaI
Pastor

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church Schpol 9:45 am
Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
------- Church

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey”

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays)
Prayer - 10:00am
Sabbath School - 10:30am •
Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm
Come expecting a miracle!

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

930 - 18th Street South • St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

(Adult and Youth)

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Salitt dohb frinrftive Baptist Church

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class ....... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship .........10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 RM
Youth Bible Study .. Thursday 6:00 RM.

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON
ALWAYS
SHINES!
99

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

^eftr

Cmnmunttg Church

The Reverend Don. A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin ............ .......... Associate Pastor
S?.?nce MinistrV .................................................................................. James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry ............... .............. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ...................................... Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

_

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
St. Pete, FL 33712

Feptecostal feipple Church of God ip Christ

(813) 327-0593

919 - 20th Street S'., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

.

Early Morning Worship .................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School .........................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ...;................. 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ...........11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
r.
Prayer Service .........................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service..........................................7:00 p.m.
Pastor
All Male Bible Study, Thursday..................6:30 p.m.
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
”77te

1820 Walton Street S.

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd. Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Rev. To(W ,od Cesk> Sutt()|1

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"Doingjustice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Morning Glory

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.ni.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

'rkfng togetherfor the upbuilding of god’s kingdom”

Macedonia

Freewill

/

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Baptist Church

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Missionary Baptist
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Pastor John A. Evans

895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday,
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth, Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Jfoward
Cad: 727 895-5239

Church Ot God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P-M. - Wednesday Bible Study

A “Woman After
god’s
OumJfeart...

SL MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School
..........9:30 a.m,
Morning Worship .........10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ....................5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ......... 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Spirituady Connected
Cadfor Troyers &
Testimonies

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Early Morning Worship...........................
7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..........................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................................4:30 p.m.
Communion........................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.............................................................. 7:30 p.m.
Rev. G. M. Curry

820 20th Street South

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
*A NeW Beginning In Christ"

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Fforida

“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class.................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ........7:00 p.m.
.Sunday Evening Worship..................... 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.......... 7:00 p.m.

All Worship Services are held at:
w

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14542 • Si. Petersburg, FL 33733 4542
Phone: 727.895.7700

Sunday

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration
Monday

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 am.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Setvice - 'io:oo a.m

Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study- Tuesday at'6:30 p.m.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries

St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Wednesday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Pastor

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

(727)896-5228

Rev. Inella Paris
Assistant Pastor

Thursday

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry
Sunday Services:
Church School.............................9am

Sunday

school

—

Morning Worship - 11:00
Come Worship WITH
THE FIRST BAPTIST FAMILY

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321.-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

hiesday Services:
Bible Study.................................7pm

a.m.

Dominion worship MinisTries

Prayer Service........................6:30pm

ST. PETERSBURG, FL

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Praise & Worship Service ...,10:30am

FIRST BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH
3144 Third Avenue South
PHONE: 323-7518

.

“One weekfrom cfturcfi makes one weak”

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Each Month after Morning Service

L

Rev. Briah K. Brown

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

YPWW First and Third Sunday of

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor
3300 - 31st Street South

(727)

Sunday
Morning Worship.....................................ll:00
Wednesday Evening Prayer......................6:30
Wednesday Night Bible Study .................7:30

Friendship

Elder: Tony Smith
Pastor

207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

900 - 16th Avenue South • SL Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

10th Street Church Of God

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Your Church Ad Could Be

Join us as u/e ft up the name ofJesus

Here Working for You!
Email Your Ad to:

PRAYER HELPS!

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

a.m
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BUSINESS / LEGAL
Poll: Half In U.S. Worry About Debt Level
by Will Lester
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON
During a season with shop
pers racing about to wrap
up holiday spending, half
of Americans say they
worry about their overall
level of debt, an Associated
Press poll found.
That includes many —
about two in 10 of those
surveyed — who say they
stay worried about their
debt level ipost or all of the
time.
Those debts can come
from home and car loans as
well as credit cards — even
mpre so with December
buying sprees. Threefourths in the poll said they
have credit cards.
Most people who have
credit cards say they work
to keep control of them, but
one in six with cards say
they don't trust their own
spending with plastic.
Young adults and those
who make less than
$25,000 a year were most
likely to doubt their own
ability to manage credit
cards.
For l8-year-old Bran
don Terrok of Klamath
Falls, Ore., avoiding credit
cards is the best approach.
"I've seen people get in
trouble. They ran .their
credit cards so high, they
couldn't get approval to buy
a car," Terrok said. "I
haven't gotten any yet and
I'd rather not have them."
Most who have credit
cards say they try to keep
those card debts under con
trol. But some stilly have
trouble.
One-fourth of credit
card users say they use
plastic to buy things when
they don't have the money.
Tanya
Pierson
of
Brainerd, Minn., learned
the dangers of credit cards
the hard way. She and her
family had a handful of
cards with big balances.
"We're a lot more cau
tious since we filed for

~|

AP-IPSQS POLL

p

Debt stress worries half of Americans
Half of Americans worry about the debts they owe which can
include home and car loans and particularly this time of year,
credit cards, according to a poll.
How often do you worry
about the total amount you
owe of your overall debt?

Over the next rive yearn, how
m uch ot a problem wilI your
total debt be?

At teast some of the time

7%
Large

Hardly ever

How much stressdoes the
total debt you carry cause?

Medium

Great deal

Not very much stress
NOTE: Poll ol 1,000 adults taken Dec 6-8 has a sampling error of *3 points..
SOURCE; Ipsos-PUbhc Affairs for AP

bankruptcy fiveyears ago,"
said Pierson, a stay-athome mom. "I only have,
one now and J use it every!
once in a while."
'' 4More than 1 million
fe i;
people file for personal
bankruptcy each year, said
Stephen Brobeck, execu
tive , director of the
Consumer, Federation; of’
America.
"My strong sense from
looking at lots of data! is;
that the number of people
with debt problems is
declining, but the number
with severe debt problems
is increasing," he said.
The total amount of
revolving credit debt, such
as that caused by credit
cards, was just over $600
billion five years ago and is
almost $800 billion now,
according to the Federal
Reserve (news - web sites)!
In the survey, about 10
percent of those with credit
cards said they have missed
making their minimum

payment during the past six
months.
Economists say people
are missing fewer credit
card payments by juggling
their debts and getting new
credit cards.
In recent years, low
interest rates have helped
many people get home
equity, loans and pay off
credit card debts. But that
simply shifts! the debt
around.
"We live in an age of
easy money and people
pull out the plastic to med
icate their pain," said Chris
Packard, a mental health
therapist from Gilbert,
Ariz.
"I have had patients
who used their credit cards
to punish spouses, to ap
pease depression or anxiety
or to try to satisfy an outof-control child," Packard
said.
Experiencing the high
est levels of stress from
debts were people at their

~

~

credit card spending limit,
those who are unmarried
and have children, those
without jobs and minori
ties.
Those with the lowest
levels of stress from debt
were retirees, Republicans,
married people, college
graduates
and people
between age 30 and 49.
Those groups' stress
levels were measured based
on their responses to a
series of questions asked of
1,000 adults about debt and
stress.
Paul Lavrakas, a re
search psychologist, devel
oped the questions in the
l990s when he was faculty
director of the Ohio State
University Center for
Survey Research.
People say they experi
ence health problems when
worried
about
debts,
Lavrakas said: "They could
not concentrate at times,
they were losing sleep, tak
ing their anxiety out on

.Jp

,

others."
About four in 10 of all
people questioned said
their total debt is at least
"somewhat stressful." Also,
more than half expect their
debt will cause them prob
lems over the next five
years.
"I don't like credit
cards at all," said Charles
Vosburg, a heavy equip
ment operator from New
Lenox, Ill. He used to rely
on them to carry him
through the winters, when
work was scarce.
"I've been in trouble
with them before," Vosburg
said. "They're all closed out
now."
The AP-Ipsos poll of
1,000 adults was taken
Dec. 6-8. It has a margin of
sampling error of plus or
minus 3 percentage points,
slightly larger for the 790
people with credit cards.
Trevor Tompson, Asso
ciated Press manager of news
surveys, contributed to this
story,

‘Black Enterprise’ Seeks
Small Business Award
Nominations-----------------------------Annual Honors to Recognize Outstanding
African American Entrepreneurs
NEW YORK - Black
Enterprise (BE), the busi
ness and investing resource
for African Americans,
seeks nominations for the
2005 Black Enterprise
Small Business Awards.
The honors, now in their
lOth year, were created to
recognize
outstanding
African American entre
preneurs and their compa
nies for embodying the
entrepreneurial spirit, and
whose
professional
achievements serve as
inspiration to others striv
ing to make their mark in
the economic mainstream.
Black Enterprise will
present awards in the fol
lowing four categories:
• Emerging Company

of the Year
• Rising Star
(Entrepreneurs under
age 35)
• Business Innovator
of the Year
• Kidpreneur Award

(Entrepreneurs' under
age 18)
To be eligible for nom
ination, companies must
be: independently owned;
at least five years old; at
least 51% black owned;
and generate annual rev
enues of at least $250,000
but no more than $20 mil
lion. Businesses should de
monstrate a pattern of in
creasing revenues for the
two years preceding the
nomination
application
and must have a minimum

of three employees.
Entries must be re
ceived by Jan. 15, 2005.
The awards will be pre
sented at the 10th annual
Black Enterprise/General
Motors
Entrepreneurs
Conference, May 18-22,
2005 at the Wyndham
Anatole Hotel in Dallas,
Texas. In addition, hon
orees will be profiled as
one of America’s best
small businesses in a
future issue of BE.
For more information
about the Black Enterprise
Small Business Awards
visit
www.blackenterprise.com or call 1-800543-6786.

News Deadline Is 4 P.M. MOnday

JOb, family, aging parents.

There's a lot on yOur plate
these days.
On top of everything else, you realize
your parents could use a little extra
help. But this is new territory. Where
do you begin? We’re here to help you
find local resources, support services,
and solutions that work for your
folks—and for you. Call our toll-free
number and talk to a real person. Or
visit www.eldercare.gov.

There’s a way for older Americans
and Caregivers to find kelp.

1-800-677-1116
www.eldercare.gov

&

A public service of the

ELDER
CARE

V.S. Administration on Aging

LOCATOR

Court Refuses To Vacate
Dead Ex-Klansman's Murder
Conviction-------------------------------—
by Kendal Weaver
Associated Press Writer
MONTGOMERY, Ala.
(AP) - A state appeals
court last Friday refused to
vacate the murder convic
tion of ex-Klansman
Bobby Frank Cherry in the
deaths of four black girls
in a 1963 church bombing
in Birmingham.
An
attorney
for
Cherry, who died at a
prison hospital last month
at the age of 74, had asked
the Court of Criminal
Appeals to vacate the con
viction under a rule that
allows such court action if
a defendant dies while a
conviction
is
being
appealed.
The appeals court re
jected the motion, saying it
had already turned down
Cherry's appeal and that
the rule vacating convic
tions with the death of a
defendant does not apply.
Cherry died while his
application for a rehearing
by the Court of Criminal
Appeals was pending.
While none of the five
judges in Friday's ruling
said the conviction should
be vacated, two filed dis
sents, including one saying
the matter needed to go to
the Alabama Supreme
Court for a final decision.
Cherry, of Mabank,
Texas, was convicted in
May 2002 and sentenced
to life in prison for the
deadly bombing at the
Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, a
gathering place for civil
rights demonstrators at the
time. Cherry was one of
three former Ku Klux Kian
members convicted in the
blast, which killed the'four
girls as they prepared for a
Sunday morning service.
Cherry had been free
for almost 40 years after
the bombing, but with his
death in prison, his attor
ney had sought to vacate
his conviction.
Attorney General Troy
King applauded Friday's
decision, saying it was "a
victory for all of those who
care about the image of
Alabama." The church
bombing, he said, has
"cast a shadow across our
state" and to dismiss the
conviction of the exKlansman at this point
would have been "a trav
esty of justice."
Cherry's attorney cited
the same legal claim used
earlier this year to set aside
the capital murder convic
tion and death sentence of
Donald Ray Wheat, who
had pleaded guilty to
killing four people in an
Anniston video rental
store.
Wheat died of liver

Please
Support Our
Paper bv
Patronizing
Our
Advertisers

The late Bobby Frank Cherry was convicted in
the deaths of four black girls in the 1963
Birmingham church bombing.
disease in prison. Even
though he pleaded guilty,
he maintained his inno
cence and his appeal was
active when he died. Citing
a 2002 Alabama Supreme
Court decision, the crimi
nal appeals court set aside
the death row inmate's
conviction in June.
The appeals court
Friday noted that the 2002
decision was "intended to
adopt the rule followed by
the majority of state and
federal jurisdictions" al
lowing convictions to be
vacated if a defendant dies
while appealing.
State prosecutors had
objected to that ruling,
saying that by vacating
Wheat's murder convic
tions, the court "would be
stripping away the sense of
justice and closure that is
the right of every victim's
family."
In Cherry's case, the
appeals court said there
was a difference _ Wheat's
appeal had not received a
ruling, while Cherry's had
been rejected. The appeals

court said Cherry's request
for a rehearing was a "dis
cretionary appeal" and not
one based on a right.
In a dissent, Judge
Pamela Baschab said the
Alabama Supreme Court
technically shares jurisdic
tion with the appeals court
at this stage in the Cherry
case. She said that "in the
interests of judicial econo
my and finality, the
Alabama Supreme Court is
in the best position to
decide the issue."
Cherry's
attorney,
Charles Allen Flowers of
Birmingham, did not
immediately return a call
seeking comment Friday
on whether he would try to
take the argument to vacate
Cherry's conviction to the
high court.

Helping Preserve
Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.
The Prudential Insurance Company
of America
Roy James - Premier Agent
4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137

Prudential

Financial

Crowing and Protecting Vbur Wteatth'

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark of The Prudential Insurance Comoanv nf
America. Newark, NJ and its affiliates

IFS-A068097
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the pubhc.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
£

4-11-29

PA

LOTTO

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health«Dental*Vision
Disability»Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

"When rou Need Quality
Craftsmanship "

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 433-1349

OT
WEEKLY
Ctf‘ALLE‘lT§E(R
WISHES YOU
WrfD YOURS A
YPRY tfftTTY
tfOLTDKYl

OlKlE STftTT

THERE
IS ONLY
ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

OF THE FLORIDA SI \< O\M

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

A Unique Profession!!

5-6

3-2

1-7

8-4

There Is A
Reason To Read The
Weekly Challenger

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) You can make progress profession
ally. Uncertainty about your relationship is prevalent; You could
come into extra cash. Be careful not to come on too strongly.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) You need more space for the whole
family. Don't consume more than necessary. Social activities or
travel should be in your plans. You must refrain from overspend
ing on entertainment.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Not everything you hear will be
legitimate. Organizations may cost you more than you can
afford. Try not to lend or borrow money this week. You may
want to make changes ih your home environment.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Those you live with may be expe
riencing problems. Partnerships will be successful. Keep your
feet on the ground, if you can. Don't be shy; show your abilities!
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Things aren't as they appear. You will
tend to overeat this week. You will do your best work oh your
own. You need to take a break with the ones you love.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Visit friends who have not been well.
You should make special plans for you and your lover. Changes
in your residence will be favorable ih the long haul. Take the
time to help those less fortunate.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Travel will initiate new friendships
or love connections. Emotional matters may not be easy for you
to handle. This is probably causing upset and confusion on the
home front. Travel and communications will not run as smooth
ly as you had hoped.
SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov. 22) You can make gains if you work
in conjunction with others. You will be able to work with fine
detail this week. Try to deal with it quickly; don't dwell on past
regrets. If you haven't already, don't be afraid to start your own
small business on the side.
1 .
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Residential moves will be in
your best interest. Don't jump the gun; you may find yourself
getting angry at the wrong person. Organize social events or
family gatherings. It's time to reevaluate your own motives and
make changes to yourself first.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Confusion at an emotional
levei will cause you to make wrong decisions concerning your
personal li(e. Partners may try to argue with you; however, you
must stand your ground. Read some books on self awareness.
Your outgoing charm and obvious talent will be admired.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19)
Don't hold yourself back
because you think you're too old. You need to be sure that you
aren't in your present relationship because it is convenient. It s
time to reevaluate your own motives and make changes to your
self first. Concentrate on yourself or your work.
PISCES (Fefe 20-Mar. 20) You will be tempted to shop till you
drop. You're best not to get involved in joint financial ventures.
You can expect your mate to get fed up and make the choices for
you or back off completely. You should get out and enjoy social
events where you are likely to meet new potential mates; how
ever, don't over spend.

Bkjumw kok chool dfafanc for •puwObdl
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Ext. 3157
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S«lb6, St.
A. 337 ft

&HHAJCNAS
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

HAVE A
GREAT
DAY!

bri^ht
house

DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING
TO SELL?
STOP IN OR
CALL TODAY
TO PLACE
YOUR AD 2500 - DR. M.L.
KING ST. S.
(727) 896-2922
or e-mail:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

1 The Weekly Challettyer
2500 M. L. King St, S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost: .
$15.00 - 6 Months

800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources

(or)

$30 - Yearly

Name:
Address:

Counseling:

City/State/Zip:

(727) 384-8336

Phone #:

or (727) 449-8336

New Subscription:__

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

or alary of our poyrwtf cantor faosfom.

RNs, LPNs

The Runaway Hotline:

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Ifaquiw wfabb tcmpcxoioa ml
appnom and fit afaOy to
wcxt twoingj ond wwbitoi

(FL License Required)

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's
only 24-hour program that
provides information & refer
rals on local health/human
services, volunteer opportu
nities, donation referrals,
and crisis intervention/problem-solving counseling for
individuals. Cell phone users
must dial (727) 562-1542.

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

1

Date Paid:

Cash

(or)

Renewal:___

Cheek #

Amount Paid: $
Comments:

The Weekly Challettyer
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996
CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"
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Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

578

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE
WORKING
FOR YOU!

mw to

CUSTOMS CJUI rtOfBUONAl

The Hospice

981 275 633

4-2

Join w

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434
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GIVING BACK AT CHRISTMAS
Continuing Holiday Tradition, Former Bucs Player Warrick Dunn Gives Back
To The Community----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—
by Linda Young

Challenger Correspondent
ST PETERSBURG Although her birthday is
next Sunday and Christmas
the day before, Dec. 21 was
the day that she walked
wide-awake
into
her
dreams.
Before she got there,
Tanya Pickle almost gave
up, but her boss told her not
to quit and she kept work
ing to achieve her dream.
What she couldn't know
was that reaching toward
her was a group of people
who wanted to grant the
dream she dreamed to
someone - and they were
choosing her.
Pickle, a single mother
of two boys, on a tight
budget, living in a one-bedrooqi apartment was strug
gling to scrape together the
money to buy her dream, a
home of her own. She fig
ured probably all she could
afford was a fixer-upper,
and that was fine.
What she got instead
was brand new, with three
bedrooms, two bathrooms
and a single car garage. She
was very happy, if not
somewhat
bewildered
when she showed up a little
after noon with eight-yearold Kevin and 16-monthold Kendrell to sign the
mortgage papers and dis
covered her front yard full
of people, with the over

flow standing across the
street and media, too.
The crowd was there
because football player
Warrick Dunn and his
Foundation chose Pickle as
the 52nd recipient 6f their
Homes for the Holidays
program. Begun in 1997, it
helps single mothers pur
chase their first home by
giving them the down pay
ment. Dunn, an Atlanta
Falcon player and his new
associate partner Shelton
Quarles, a Buccaneers
player, presented Pickle
with the keys to her new
home.
Between Pickle and her
front door stretched a red
ribbon, and after Kevin cer
emoniously cut it one
would assume that nothing
stood between Pickle and
the threshold of her home.
However, something sort of a mimic of guests at
a surprise birthday party did delay her entry.
The gaggle of photog
raphers and reporters were
dispatched around to the
back door, where they
entered one-by-one wiping
their feet first on mats and
then when all were either
sitting, standing or kneel
ing in the living room one
rapped on die locked front
door to signal Pickle to
enter.
They were there to
record Pickle's surprise

Surrounded by the media, Warrick Dunn, Tanya
Pickle and Buccaneer linebacker Shelton Quarles
prepare to cut the ribbon on Pickle’s new home.
when she walked into her
new home.
And surprised she was
to see furniture in her living
room and a decorated
Christmas tree with pres
ents underneath it.
But the house was full
of surprises.
She went into the boy's
room furnished With bunk
beds neatly covered with
matching blue plaid patchwork quilts. A three-drawer
nightstand held a lamp,
alarm clock and soccer
ball. On top of the sixdrawer dresser with mirror,
was a NFL football. Down
the hallway, the boy's bath
room had towels in red,
yellow and blue decorated
with ducks.
In the master bedroom,
a cordless phone shared the
nightstand along with a
lamp, alarm clock and

other items. A candle
burned near a vase of fresh
flowers on one of the
dressers. Atop the bed was
a tray and pillows. A robe
hung on the bathroom door
and a fat basket of thick
towels, brushes and soaps
sat near the tub.
"I'm going to be in this
tub for hours," Pickle said.
"I'm'going to cry."
"You can," said Dunn,
tarrying Kendrick, as they
walked toward the spare
bedroom.
"Oh my goodness,"
Pickle said when she saw
the family computer there.
As they entered the
garage - without Kevin - it
wasn't the lawn mower,
ladders or tools that caught
her eye.
"Oh Jesus, have mercy
a washer and dryer! This is
wonderful," Pickle said.

Raised by her grand qualified for HOPE VI
mother, who passed away money, the program that
two years ago, Pickle has rebuilt nearby Jordan Park.
They "provided oneworked as shipping and
receiving manager at Elec third of the cost of the
tro-Comp Reel and Tape home" through the HOPE
VI homeownership pro
for five years.
"When things are down gram. It becomes a forgiv
she keeps upbeat attitudes," en loan, or gift, if the new
Pickle’s employer Mark owner stays for ten years,
Meister said, as he watched said Debbie Johnson, the
Kevin play on the family's deputy executive director
first computer. "She's really for the Housing Authority
for St. Petersburg.
a special person."
Completely overwhelmed, Pickle tries to hold back
As the house neared
The programs adminis
the tears. She received a check to use for the down
tered by the various people completion, Dunn and his
payment and signed mortgage papers.
that helped Pickle realize Foundation received the list
Albertson's
grocery
Fighting back tears of Bier American dream are of eligible single-mothers,
store on 54th Avenue South joy, her words came. She special ,too.
chose Pickle, transformed
stocked the kitchen with said she was grateful that
The construction costs the structure into a home
food. Aaron Rents and her children had "a place to on the $115,000 house on and prepared the down pay
Sales furnished each room call their own," that she 13th Avenue South was ment check.
and provided the computer. hopes to give back and that funded by federal develop
Dunn turns 30 in Jan
Dunn and Quarles provided in her "wildest imagina ment dollars "that provides uary and was only 18 when
the $5,000 down payment tion" she could never imag housing for income eligible his mother, Betty Smoth
plus linens, lawn and gar ine a fully furnished home. home buyers" through Jhe ers, died, without realizing
den equipment, cleaning "This is life-changing."
city of St. Petersburg's her dream of homeowner
supplies, dishes, a vacuum
What does owning her WIN affordable housing ship. He says he created the
cleaner, brooms, mops, iron home mean?
program, said Tom de Home for the Holidays pro
and board, decorative
"It means everything," Wampert, who manages the gram as an opportunity "to
touches, and more.
Pickle said. "If I want to city housing programs.
help other women live that
Finally seated at the paint a wall purple or loud
They have funded dream."
surprise dining room table, green you can. It means many houses, including 10
"The experience is
Pickle said, "I thought I you can do whatever you to 20 through non-profit priceless," Dunn said, add
was just coming here to want."
organizations that they loan ing there was no way to
close." She had no idea the
w In a sign that she was money to build the house at describe how he feels when
house was not bare inside already starting to relax no interest. In this case, the someone else "has a dream
and confided that after two Pickle, 28, playfully com non-profit was St. Peters come true and experiences
years of struggle to qualify pared her new house to the burg Neighborhood Hous a great gift in life that will
to buy a home that she had apartment she had been ing Services. "The funds have an effect on them for
expected it to take her years renting.
are returned so it’s a multi the next 10 to 15 or 20
more of work to furnish it.
"It's more room. I can ple use of taxpayer money," years."
"I guess I can just work on play hide and go seek deWampert said.
relaxing."
here," Pickle said.
In addition, Pickle

ONE WEEK. SEVEN PRINCIPLES.
A LIFETIME OF CULTURAL ENLIGHTENMENT.

December 26th through

Ujima (collective work),

January lst is more than

Ujamaa (cooperative

just seven days during the

economics), Nia (purpose),

holiday season. It is also

Kuumba (creativity) and

a time when family and

Imani (faith). Publix joins

friends come together to

you in celebrating this time

celebrate the true meaning

of oneness, week of reflection,

of Umoja (unity), Kujichagulia

and spirit of Kwanzaa.

(self-determination),
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Kwanzaa Schedule 2004
Contact Person: Brother

from 6-8 p.m.

UMOJA (Unity),

Kiambu Mudada, (727)

of FAITH is the day of

Boys and Girls Club, 1011

Kwanzaa when the com

- 22nd St. S. Contact

820-9787
• Friday; Dec. 31, 6

Person: Tia Murphy, (727)

p.m., KUUMBA (Crea

reflect on our rich past,

327-6556
• Monday; Dec. 27, 6

tivity), Mid-Town Tech

look at the present

nology Center, 1501 - 16th

plan

p.m.,

KUJICHAGULIA

St. S. Contact Person:

future. The entire commu

(Self

Determination),

Brenda

nity is invited to come and

• Sunday; Dec. 26, 6
p.m.,

The Uhuru House, 1245 18th Av. S. Contact Person:
Damon Reio, (727) 8245670
• TYtes.;

Dec. 28, 6

The Jan. 6 play is
directed by Rosemary
Badji and written by
the community
art by Khnum

Nelson

and/or

This day

a

896-8024

share with everyone.
Vendors may contact

to

(Faith)

Ms. Daneshpour at (727)

Hosted By: The African

820-0240 for details about

p.m.,

IMANI

p.m., UJIMA (Collective

Coquina Key Arms Club

American Arts Council,

displaying their wares.

Work and Responsibility),

House

Enoch Davis Center, 1111-

Entertainment will be pro

Unity Temple of Truth, 511

Coquina Key Drive S.

18 th

Contact

vided by talented local

Prescott St. S. Contact

Contact Person: Imani Efi,

Person: Lynette Buchanan,

Person:

(727) 821-9881

(727) 893-7134 or (727)

favorites.
This event is co-spon

Rev. Prentice

Davis, Pastor, (727) 898-

North,

5000

Ave.

S.

sored with the the African

(Purpose),

820-0240
The Seventh Principle

American Arts Council of

• Thursday; Dec. 30, 6

2457
• Wednesday; Dec. 29,

p.m.,

Hosted By: Our Brothers

of Kwanza - IMANI will

Greater Tampa Bay and the

6 p.m., UJAMAA (Coop

Keeper,

Davis

be observed and celebrated

City of St. Petersburg,

erative

Center, 1111 -18th Ave. S.

at the Enoch Davis Center

Enoch Davis Center.

Economics),

NIA

Enoch

up the holiday's focus on
the traditional African val
ues of family, community
responsibility, commerce,
and self-improvement.

successful

bring their best dish

• Saturday; Jan. 1, 6

seven principles that make

and

Cassandra Jackson, (727)
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Central Florida Black Bride
Celebrates Kwanzaa ——

munity comes together to:

for
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In

addition to the

awards, there will be enter
tainment and a culinary
TAMPA- Embracing

feast.

the purpose of Kwanzaa

Tickets are available

and its seven principles,

will be available at Books

Central

Black

for Thought, 10910 North

Pride announces their first

56th St. or by calling (813)

annual community-wide

873-1888. Admission is

celebration in observance

$10 for adults and $5 for

of the African-American

children ages 5-12.

Florida

holiday. The theme for this
year's event is: The Seven
Days

of

Kwanzaa:

Celebrating Ourselves.
This year's celebration
will honor seven individu
als whom exemplify the

This holiday season give
yourself a gift. Enroll at SPC
Midtown and prepare for a
better career.
Career Readiness Academy

• Earn up to 14 College credits toward youi
certificate or associate’s degree.
• SmalIer cIass*slze for individual attention.
• Assistance with Financial Aid applications
and course registration.
Dual Credit

Free courses that count toward a high scho<
diploma and an SPC degree are offered
to quaIified PineHas County public school
students.

Come tour our facility and learn how
our services benefit you.

Classes start Jan. 1O.
At St. Petersburg College we put no
limits on your education options.
Neither should you.
Register:

Mon., Jan. 3
Tues., Jan. 4
Wed., Jan. 5
Thurs., Jan. 6
Fri., Jan. 7

8:30
8:30
8:30
8:30
8:30

a.m.-7
a.m.-7
a.m.-7
a.m.-7
a.m.-7

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

College Reach Out Program (CROP)

Assists qualified students, grades 6-12,
prepare for colIege. Students develop
Iearning skills, work on personal and career
development and learn about the benefits
of higher education.
SPC Courses

Earn course credits toward a certificate
or associate’s degree including
Communications, College Math, Natural
Science, Social and Behavioral Sciences
and Early Childhood Education.
ST. PETERSBURG
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES, INC.

SPC Midtown
1048 22nd St. S.
St. Petersburg

(727) 552-2279 or
(727) 341-4SPC
www.spcollege.edu
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Metropolitan Ministries
Residents to ‘Call Howe for
the Holidays’------------------

Sick Gee’s Jazz Janjnfs fop 20 Cljristipas C© Picks for 2004
1. Have Yourself A Jazzy
Little Christmas (Poly
gram 84051). Featuring:
Jimmy Smith, Mel Tonne,
Ella Fitzgerald and Billie
Holiday.
2.
Christmas
With
Mahalia Jackson (Sony
9727). Artist: Mahalia
Jackson
3. Dave Brubeck Christ
mas (Telarc 83410).
Artist: Dave Brubeck

5. Breath of Heaven: A
Holiday Collection (Sony
86527). Artist: Grover
Washington, Jr.
6. Blessed Quietness
(Atlantic 82948). Artist:
Cyrus Chestnut
7. Christmas With Ella
Fitzgerald
(Capitol
26713).
Artist:
Ella
Fitzgerald
8. Faith. Artist: Kenny G
9. Christmas in New
4. Boney’s Funky Christ Orleans (Delta 24495).
mas (Warner Brothers Artist: Louis Armstrong
46329). Artist: Boney 10. Christmas is the
Time (Blue Note 89552).
James

Artist: Lou Rawls
11. The Christmas Song
(Capitol 21251). Artist:
Nat King Cole

Feel This Way (HDCD).
Artist: Dave Koz
17. Jazz to the World
(Blue
Note
32127).
Various Artists
12. Christmas Will Be 18. Christmas for Kids
Christmas
(Capitol (Capitol 27317). Artist:
33606). Artist: Lou Rawls Nat King Cole
13. Christmas Message 19. Christmas (Delta
(Warner Brothers 48158). 21359). Artist: Frank
Artist: Kirk Whalum
Sinatra
14. Christmas With 20. Christmas Guitar
George Shearing Quintet (Highnote 7034). Artist:
(Telarc 83438). Artist: Jimmy Ponder
George Shearing Quintet
15. December (Sony
86864). Artist: Chris Botti
16. December Makes Me

TAMPA - When get
ting home for the holidays
is out of the question, a
phone call is the next best
thing. Sprint will make
that happen for residents of
Metropolitan Ministries on
Thursday, Dec. 23, through
the company’s “Call Home
for the Holidays” program.
“Being away from
your family can be very
tough, especially during
the holidays,” said Senior
Director of Programs,
Christine Long of Metro
politan Ministries. “But a
phone call can quickly
warm your heart.”
Sprint is playing Santa
by offering free threeminute phone calls to
friends and family for any
one at Metropolitan Min

istries. The hours will be
5-7 p.m. Volunteers from
Sprint will be on hand with
wireless phones that will
be available for center res
idents to call anywhere in
the United States, Puerto
Rico and the Virgin
Islands.
“Sprint is in the busi
ness of connecting peo
ple,” said Nanci Schwartz,
Sprint Communications
Manager. “We hope to
bring joy to the residents of
Metropolitan Ministries
this holiday season by
helping them reach friends
and family across the
country.”
For more information,
please call Metropolitan
Ministries at (813)2091200.
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Copsuipcr Alert - Beware of Financial Scams This
Holiday Season- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TALLAHASSEE
The holiday season is the
time of year when the spir
it of joy and giving is in the
air. Unfortunately, it’s also
the time of year when scam
artists often take advantage
of the giving spirit. Flori
da’s Chief Financial Of
ficer Tom Gallagher is urg
ing consumers to be extra
cautious with their money
to avoid financial scams.
"Take steps to protect
your personal and financial
information from identity
theft this holiday season,
especially if you are mak
ing purchases online or
over the phone," Gallagher
said. "Scam artists who
get ahold of your sensitive
information can wreak
havoc with your finances?'
Consumers shopping on
line should also take extra

precautions to avoid identi
ty theft, the nation’s fastest
growing crime. Deal only
with reputable companies
and take steps to secure
your personal and financial
information.
Gallagher
said consumers often con
tact the state reporting they
have been unable to find
physical addresses or
phone numbers for online
businesses. Some reported
scams have resulted from
transactions with overseas
businesses. "Remember, a
company based outside the
country is outside of our
laws," Gallagher said.
Other ways to prevent
identity theft include
shredding junk mail credit
card offers, reviewing all
bank and credit card rec
ords and checking credit
reports at least once a year.

The
Department
of
Financial Services has
available an online re
source on identity theft
with links to more tips and
information on avoiding
this costly scam. Consu
mers can log on to
www.fldfs.com and click
the "ID Theft" banner to
visit the site.
Other types of scams
that often find victims this
time of year are phony
charitable organizations
and bogus income tax
scams. An individual pos
ing as a local charity may
solicit consumers over the
phone. Potential donors
should ask questions, in
cluding what the organiza
tion plans to do with the
gift, and be wary of ap
peals that are long on emo
tion and short on details. A

reputable organization will
never demand cash, and all
checks should be made
payable to the organiza
tion, never to an individ
ual.
Florida law also
requires that charitable
organizations provide a
copy of their annual finan
cial report upon request.
In addition, don’t fall
victim to an income tax
avoidance scheme this hol
iday season. Resist the
urge to file for nonexistent
refunds, such as social
security advances and slav
ery reparations. Attempt
ing to collect on an illegal
claim can result in a $500
federal penalty. Decline to
talk with anyone offering
to file a claim on your
behalf for an upfront "fee."
These individuals will cash
your check and move on to

Propt Porch
Council and
Midtown

the next victim.
Gallagher also provid
ed some advice that’s good
year-round. He advised
consumers who are pur
chasing homes, automo
biles, investments or insur
ance to take the time nec
essary to read each docu
ment or contract carefully
and verify that they are
dealing with a licensed
company. He urged con
sumers to talk with their
agents or brokers about
their rights and responsi
bilities under the law
before signing any agree
ment.
For questions or to file
complaints,
consumers
may call the Department of
Financial Services toll-free
at 1-800-342-2762 or log
on to www.fldfs.com.

Technology
Project Present
Kwanzaa
Celebration------ST. PETERSBURG On Friday, Dec. 31, these
two organizations will
team up to host the sixth
day of the Kwanzaa cele
bration,

which

„Kuumba%o (creativity).
This activity is free.
The presentation will
be held at the NAACP
Building, 1501 16th St. S.,
from 6-8 p.m. A light din
ner is included. The
requested dress is the
African attire of your
choice. If you plan on
attending,

please

(727)866-2589.

Happy Holidays
to all from
Natalie

a

Holiday Greetlpg To Sbipc Tljrougljout tlje Year
Christmas Gift to Christ

“4nz/ when

they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”

lUl). AlUlf
Season Greetings to the Mt.
Zioij A.M.E. Church Family

Uvuovif vjiwoiifkja tv

£bscr S^irk
Sllchicot Center

As we approach another holiday season, this year the divine words pf “Peace on Earth, Good Will Towards Men"find people
k all oyer the world struggling with fear and amdey. Just like the first Christmas, the celebration of the birth of our dear
Savior comes in the midst of war and rumors of wars, hatred of Christians, loss of livelihood, worsening poverty, escalat
ing violence and bigoty. However in the midst of all that is taking place, we are reminded of those ancient words of the

(Matthew 2:11)

angel to the shepherds on that first Christmas night,

Eear not!" (Luke 2:10) God knows our human fears and wants

to take them away. It is the love of “God with us” that can cast outfear (I John 4:18).

FREDERIC J. GUERRIER, M.D
Diplomate of American Board of-Family Practice

rre nave naa a great year nere at

g°°d

LINDA P. MURRAY, D.O.

Fee UUYC uccuuiuiaceci new

CJ JOI

Of

UUi

happy ones, and some that were not so good. Yet, I am grateful for another opportunity to serve as your shef

herd and provide leadership. As we celebrate this holiday season, let us stayfocused on God’s will and work ta accomplis

Diplomate of American Board of Family Practice
F

Mariet

KAREN JOHNSON, ARNP

Zjon

tie mission of the church. Let us make this Christmas season a timefor a new commitment to receive God’s gift and do mo.
for the ministry here at Mt. Zion. Let us be prayefulfor one another and allow the Lord and the Holy Spirit to dire
jn ajj
we

Rev. Clarence & Andrea Williams as

I thank all ofyou foryour support of our ministy and the continuous peace we have in serving you. We will continue to work faithfully and diligently to do the

500 - 10th Avenue South,
St.Petersburg, Florida 33701

Pastor Fleming Tarver and wife Marsha
There Are Three Gifts of Love Which Should Be Given to Christ...

• Love uttered in Words. • The gift to
express Christ's
We have deep love for
love in Hearing.
Christ in our hearts.
r

L

Listen’to St John’s Inspirational Service j
every Sunday morning at 7:00 a.m.
on WTAN Radio.
Rev. Fleming Tarver, host.____ j

Love expressed in
Deeds of
Service. Love
uttered in deeds is
the best gift of all.
Paul says, “Love
suffereth long and
is kind.” (I Cor. 13)

work of the Lord. We hope and pray our ministry mil continue to bring a long-lasting spiritualfulfilment to all ofyou. As we celebrate this holiday season, let i
share the love which we so richly have received through grace in Jesus Christ. In onr family, let this be a time of close fellowship, giving and receiving '

jus

Idfafio* one a^ther as signs of our love. In onr neighborhood, let it be a time of opening our homes and our hearts, welcoming friends and extend
ed goodwill to others. Most importantly, in onr chnrch, we pray this holiday season will be a time of celebration, ofgiving thanks to God;for bless
ings of the year; for the loving service of the churches in our communty to meet the needs of our people. When we share in the work of love, no matter what the
reason or season, we shall always have joy in our hearts.

Debra

Telephone
(727) 898-4461

Office Hours
By Appointment

Thank you, Mt. Ziop, apd the eqtire coufiquqity for your faithfulness and dedication.
Apdrea apd I pray that the Lord will richly bless each of you this holiday seasoi).

is

call
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©cpartipcpt of Health Urges Safe Holiday Celebrations
TALLAHASSEE —
Officials with the Florida
Department of Health
(DOH) remind Florida res
idents and visitors to put
safety first during the holi
days to ensure the season
stays merry and bright.
"During this time of
celebration with family
and friends, I urge all Flor
idians to also focus on tak
ing precautions to ensure
the festivities are both joy
ous and safe," DOH
Secretary
John
O.
Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A.,
M.P.H. said.
"When
choosing gifts, particularly
toys for children, or
preparing food for the hol
idays, remember to keep
safety a top priority."
For holiday feasting, Ag
wunobi recommends the
four basic food safety tipscook, clean, chill and sepa
rate. In addition the DOH
recommends the following

guidelines for safe food
handling:
Wash your hands be
fore preparing or eating
food, after using the bath
room or changing a diaper,
after handling uncooked
food, after playing with a
pet, after handling garbage,
after tending to someone
who is sick or injured, after
blowing your nose, and
after coughing or sneezing.
When defrosting frozen
foods, it is best to thaw the
food in the refrigerator
where it will remain at a
safe, constant temperature
of 40 degrees Fahrenheit or
below. If that is not possi
ble, food can be defrosted
in the microwave, or by
running cold water over
the food item.
• When preparing
foods, follow the appropri
ate temperature guidelines
for defrosting, cooking and
cooling.

• Store leftovers within
two hours of cooking.
• When in doubt, throw
it out.
For additional food
safety information, call the
toll-free USDA/FSIS Meat
and Poultry Hotline at 1888-674-6854. The hotline
is closed on federal gov
ernment holidays.
If poisoning does
occur, call the Poison In
formation Center; toll free
24 hours a day, at 1-800222-1222 (Voice/TDD).
The healthcare profession
als at the Center will
immediately respond to
poison emergencies and
answer
poison-related
questions about medica
tions, household products
and other potentially dan
gerous substances.
For more food safety
information, please visit:
www.fsis.usda.gov;
www.foodsafety.gov/~fsg/

holiday.html, www.fightbac.org/holiday_fact.cfm,
or www.eatturkey.com/
consumer/main.html.
Agwunobi and the
Florida SAFE KIDS Coali
tion urge holiday shoppers
to keep safety in mind
when purchasing toys this
season.
Although the
majority of toys are safe,
they can become danger
ous if misused or handled
by children who are too
young.
"As you are choosing
gifts this holiday season,
please remember that small
toys or their parts can
become easy choking haz
ards for your children,"
Agwunobi cautions. "You
should consider whether
the toy is appropriate for
the child’s age and whether
the gift requires protective
gear accessories such as
helmets and knee pads."
The following precaution

ary tips are recommended
when selecting gifts this
holiday season:
• Select Safe Toys:
Each year more than
202,000 children ages 14
and under are treated in
hospital emergency rooms
for toy-related injuries.
Innocent-looking
toyssuch as marbles and balloons-present a choking
hazard to small children.
The Child Safety Protec
tion Act, a federal toy
labeling law, requires man
ufacturers to place warning
labels on toys that pose a
choking hazard to young
children.
• Follow Age Recom
mendations When Select
ing Toys:
Many toy-related inju
ries occur when parents
overestimate their child’s
ability to handle a toy
designed for an older age
group. Be especially aware

of safety labeling on a
toy’s packaging, such as
"this toy is not appropriate
for children under 3."
• Include Proper Pro
tective Gear:
Bicycles,
in-line
skates, scooters and skate
boards are also popular
gifts for the holidays.
However, without the
proper protective gear or
skills, injury and death can
occur. In 2000, injuries
resulting from these recre
ational toys accounted for
well over half a million
emergency room visits
nationally from children
ages 14 and under.
For more information
about toy safety, please
visit the SAFE KIDS web
site at www.safekids.org.

until their backs are against
head on.
Founded in 1987, Take the wall and they realize
Charge America, Inc. that they have no choice
(TCA) is committed to but to deal with the situa
helping consumers gain tion. Whether it’s due to
control of their finances job loss, illness or simply
and offers a variety of poor choices, a little plan
services including educa ning and awareness of your
tion, budget and financial own situation really can
counseling, and when nec make all the difference."
The New Year is an
essary, debt management.
"I know many people excellent opportunity to sit
are feeling increased finan down, review what you’ve
cial stress in these econom been doing, set goals and
ic times," said Sullivan. decide if you are on the
"The holidays are no help. road to financial bliss or
But for some, it’s easier to disaster. Take Charge
duck their head and contin America offers 10 Tips for
ue treading water than face evaluating your financial
and
provides
their situation head on. health
Many people wait to call resources for future plan
us for credit counseling ning.

PHOENIX, Ariz. The stroke of midnight on
Dec. 31 - does it bring
visions of champagne
toasts, people singing Auld
Lang Syne, and the Times
Square ball drop? Or, does
it herald new pressures,
worries and adjustments to
the financial juggling act
with which you’ve precari
ously been coping?
According to Mike
Sullivan, director of educa
tion for Take Charge
America, one of the oldest
consumer credit counsel
ing companies in the
United States, this is a sub
ject matter that, unfortu
nately, people prefer to
avoid rather than deal with

1. Get a free credit
report. Finally, the govern
ment has made it easy to
get a free copy of your
credit report.
Go to
www.annualcreditreport.c
om.
2. Lock in a mortgage.
Do you really think interest
rates can go down?
3. Pay off unsecured
debt. As interest rates go
up, debt (unless locked in)
will cost more.
4. Save. Always a
good idea, but as interest
rates go up, debt becomes a
greater burden while your
savings account can earn
more than ever. Sadly,
57% of Americans don’t
have a savings account.

The friendship of those we serve is the

McRAE
FUNERAL HOME

foundation of our success.
Joy, Hope and Love
May these special blessings be yours
throughout the coming year.

Mt. Zion Progressive
955 20th Street South
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Are You Fipaijcially Prepared for tl)c New Year?

SINCE ,928

Missionary Baptist Church
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A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS WISH
FROM ALL OF US TO YOU!

5. Check your tax cise too little, eat poorly
withholding.
The IRS and avoid medical help. If
(www.irs.gov) has a great you are healthy, you will
little tool for computing not only avoid medical
your withholding. Make expenses, but you can take
sure you’re paying the better care of your
right amount It isn’t smart finances.
9. Go to school.
to pay too much (thus,
granting Uncle Sam an Experts predict that the
interest-free loan) nor do average American will
you want to get stuck with make no less than three
lifetime career changes.
a large tax bill.
6. Prepare a net worth Are you ready for your
statement. Do you know next move? A better edu
what you’re worth? Most cation can mean more
Americans don’t; just opportunities and more
remember, you can’t tell if income.
10. Make a budget. If
you’re improving finan
cially if you never write it you don’t write down your
down. Find a form at income and expenses, you
www.takechargeamerica.o won’t control your income
and expenses. You are
rg7. Make a will. 60% of wasting money and you
Americans don’t have a probably don’t know
will. If you can’t afford an where it goes. Find sample
attorney, you can purchase forms at www.takecharge
low cost forms or software america.org.
For more free informa
online, (a few examples
include www.legaldocs tion on budgeting, call
.com or www.nationallaw- Take Charge America toll
free at (866) 528-0588 or
forms.com)
8. Get a physical. Ill visit www.takechargeamness is a leading cause of erica.org.
financial distress., Ameri
cans work too hard, exer

Immaculate Conception
Early Childhood Center

St Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 894-4311
email: fnzpinbc@gte.net

2100 26* Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

website: www.mzprogressive.org

NoW enrolling children 2-5 years old.
Hours: 6:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday
Open Year Round
Benjamin F. Lawson

Benjamin E. Lawson

Carolyn Wynn

Don McRae

Also:
Rev. Constance Samuels
Cecelia Lawson
Ayesha Garner

Deacon Willie Dawson
Chair, Deacon Ministries

Rev. Willie Whiting
Pastor, Youth & Children

Rev. Jon Matthews
Pastor of Administration

Rev. Charles Ray
Pastor of Ministries

George Smith
Exec. Dir., Human Services

Rev. Willie Whiting

Watson Haynes

March Bell Jr.

We Potty Train!
CCC accepted
Meals provided at no extra charge
License #C950046

McRae
Funeral Home

.Serving St. Petersburg S Southside (Community

1940 MLK St. S. St.

Ms. Rita Jackson, Director
(727) 822-2156
fax (727) 553-9133

Petersburg 895-6005
(24 Hour Service)

for more than

30

years.
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by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
For me, Christmas is
more than a day. It is the
weeks leading up to that
day and means time to
reflect on my worldview
and philosophy. Instead of
the transitory commercial
gifts of the world, I look
for gifts of being. It is a
time of self-nourishment
with the good things avail
able in whatever comer of

we seek comfort in.
Although that comfort
comes with a price because
the being we are to other
people is something that
exists outside ourselves,
while we exist inside our
selves.
In other words, if you
think that two people real
ly know each other, then
they should be able to give
them things that please
them. However, every year
millions of people shop for
weeks for the perfect gift
for their loved ones. This is
followed by the ritual dayafter-Christmas when their
loved ones fill the stores
again to exchange their
presents for something
they like instead.
While others jam the
stores this season, I cele
brate Christmas differently.
Actually, the way I cele

brate now began years ago
when I was still married
and had other family.
Christmas had become, a
dreaded time of endless
preparations of shopping,
decorating, baking and
cooking that left me feel
ing less than merry and
taxed my spirit rather than
fed it.
What are the gifts that
I take time at Christmas to
renew my spirit with, the
things I call gifts of being?
Although they vary from
year to year, this year most
of those good things are
either already in my apart
ment or nearby.
For instance, I spend a
little more time reading.
This year that includes
both poetry and philosophy
from my home library as
well as more poetry from
the shelves of nearby pub

lic libraries.
I also spend more time
observing nature. The sight
of green leaves on decidu
ous trees in December
delights me because I am
from Illinois where only
pine trees were evergreen
at this time of year.
This year I have
watched the flocks of tur
key vultures so gracefully
beautiful in flight and yet
so silly looking and clumsy
on land. Which image
shows the reality of that
bird? When it soars in the
sky looking for carrion to
eat, the observer sees beau
ty. When it lands and eats
dead flesh, the observer
sees beastliness, but this
predator beautifies our
world by ridding it of rot
ting carcasses.
I joked earlier about
not being able to have

9

My Most Mciporablc Ckristnjas

A Different Kipd of Ckristipas Celebratioif
the world I happen to in
habit at that time.
This is the seventh
Christmas season that
Florida is my comer. My
first Florida Christmas was
greatly different. I lived in
Chicago then, it was 1972
and I was very sick. In fact,
my doctor ordered me not
to travel because I had
severe bronchitis, but I had
loved ones in Florida and
could not bear Christmas
without them. Connecting
with them nourished me
then.
Now I am in great
health but I celebrate with
out loved ones. A classic
illustration of the apho
rism: you can't have every
thing.
It is my belief that each
of us is in reality alone
anyway and it is the illu
sion of not being alone that

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL SECTION • DECEMBER 2004

everything, but when the
unintended consequences
of our nation's actions put
people's lives at stake it
isn't humorous - regardless
of whether those lives are
American or not
For instance,
the
chemical called methyl
bromide used by many of
our farmers to grow straw
berries depletes the ozone
layer, which forms a pro
tective armor around the
earth to shield us from the
sun's cancer-causing ultraviolet-B rays. Ban the
chemical and strawberries
cost us more. Keep using it
and America's ozone layer
will probably remain only
six percent depleted.
The people who really
have a problem are far
from us in a place called
Punta Arenas, Chile where an actual hole in the
continued on page 11

bv Frances N, Pinckney
In the small rural town
where I was bom and raised
the Christmas programs
held at St. Peter Primitive
Baptist
Church
on
Christmas Eve was the high
light of our Christmas cele
bration.
Everyone who
wanted to participate could
do so regardless to talent or
the lack thereof.
There was lots of sing
ing but not necessarily
Christmas songs. Poems
recited were not necessarily
Christmas poems; songs and
poems were appropriate for
a church setting.
My sister, Naomi the
organizer and mistress of
ceremony for the program,
made it clear to the partici
pants, especially the small
children that Christmas is a
celebration of the birth of
the Christ Child Jesus.
"When they saw the

star, they rejoiced exceed
ingly with great joy and
going into the house they
saw the child with Mary, his
mother, and they fell down
and worshipped Him." She
read this and other verses
about the birth of Jesus in
Narration of the program.
She gave the children and
adults who could not read
Bible verses to memorize.
A sort of sketch play
performed on program
stands out in my memory. It
was performed by adults. I
have no idea the origin of
this play. Hangman was the
name of the play. It had
nothing
to
do
with
Christmas nor did it have
anything to do with hanging
blacks; still in retrospect I
feel that it was a bold move
at that time for St. Peter
Church to perform this play.
Deacon Moore was the
victim pleading in song for

someone to pay his fme. It
appears that he was a gam
bler or pirate whose crimes
had caught up with him.
Deacon Moore sang with
great baritone gusto: "Hang
man, Hangman slack your
rope, oh slack it for a while
I thank I see my mother
coming riding for many a
mile, oh mother, mother
have you any gold, can you
pay my fine." The mother
sang, "oh no, oh no I have
no gold and I can not pay
your fine." Well the poor
man’s relatives from mother
to grandpa could not pay his
fine the woman who played
the role of the victims aunt
really was Deacon Moore’s
aunt - a black woman who
had no rhythm perhaps a
serious asthma attack had
zapped it from her. Anyway,
she rushed up to Deacon
Moore wringing her hand
and swaying and blurted out

her "oh nos" before her
could ask her to pay his fine.
Alas the girlfriend saved the
day and the hangman
slacked the rope.
When I was 12, I wrote
a sketch play for the
Christmas program based on
a children’s book about a
boy named "Frawg" riding
around on a low down
hawg. I don’t know where I
got the book, it was written
in black dialect and I
wrapped Christmas around
Frawg and hawg. I wrote
parts for my sisters and my
sister Carolyn made the part
of "Frawg" her own and
stole the show. I reckon that
play was the beginning of
this business of writing for
me.
I shall never forget my
cousins Amos, Eugene and
Dorsey Lee singing the
washday song on program.
"I went to see my friend on

day and she I i ved just across
the way. She said she could
n’t come out to play because
it was her washing day."
These three rugged boys
who plowed fields, rebuilt
bicycles and cars were a
riot, lending merriment and
laughter to the programs.
Dressed in overalls they
were an early version of a
trio from the "Hee Haw"
show.
Every
household
cleaned up inside and out
side the home for Christmas.
We swept the yard with dog
fennel brooms (homemade).
The small children cleared
bottles, can and other debris
from under the house.
Mama white washed the
wooden gate and fence with
lime from the blue lime sink
sinkhole in the woods.
Daddy cut a huge pile of
resinous lightwood and Oak
logs and lit a fire on

Christmas Eve night. Our
Christmas tree usually pine
or cedar did not glow with
colorful lights but the glow
ing embers of the fire cast a
magic light on our tree.
Gifts were simple and
practical - clothes, shoes for
the children. Women ex
changed gifts of baked
goods. Jellies and preserves.
The men received Prince
Albert Tobacco and socks.
I cherish these memo
ries of Christmas during my
childhood where the light of
friendship, fellowship, love
and spiritually outshone
commercial light displays.
And the heart of the matter
for my family and commu
nity, at large, was that the
spirit of the Christ Child
lives on.

We invite you and your family to worship with us!
Jesus the only One who is worthy of all that we have... *
of all that we are...

STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW

w* 1

Wishing You And Yours Every Blessing
And A Very Merry Christmas.
May Your New Year Be Full of Peace,
Prosperity, Health and Wealth.
“ Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”

- St. Luke 2:14 NIV

Minister
THE REVEREND
DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON

FIRST BAPTIST
INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH
3144 3rd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida
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A Memorable Horida Christinas - 2004- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

by Rick Gee
Challenger correspondent
This year, I feel as
though my Christmas actu
ally began with my birth
day on Friday, Dec. 3.
Thus, I would like to share
this special time with you
and describe what hap
pened. I have a first cousin
named Sally Ann Johnson,
who is like a sister to me.
We are very close, and
because I am an only child,
I have for many years
shared with her some of
my most serious problems,
and some of my happiest
moments. Sally resides in
upstate New York in the
Poconos. She is the widow
of Rudy Johnson, who was
a very good friend of mine.
Rudy treated me like he
was an older brother,
always genuinely con
cerned with how I was
doing. I miss him very
much. Sally used to get a
big kick out of the way
Rudy and I kibitzed with

each other.
cousin (Sally’s sister)
Nevertheless, towards Marlene in Lakeland, to
the end of last summer, confirm that I would be
Sally told me that she and home on that day and at
her two children, Lisa and that time. Although I did
Lance, planned to visit her n’t have an opportunity to
sister Marlene and husband speak with either of them,
Tom Gray in Lakeland, the messages were enough
Fla. before the end of the for me. I was determined
year. Of course, she prom to be home at least an hour
ised to visit with me here before the designated time.
in St. Petersburg - especial
The only plans I had
ly since I had recently pur for my birthday was to act
chased a new home. So, as an MC at The Jazz Club
from then on, every time of Sarasota’s "Jazz At
we talked on the telephone, Two" concert series. Fa
which is at least once or mous and local bassist
twice a month, I ques John Lamb and The Origi
tioned her about when she nal All-Stars were per
and the kids would be forming, and since I had
coming down. Visions of hired them for the event, it
having a great "Welcome was important that I be
to St. Petersburg" party, present.
and having them meet my
Well, sure enough I
new friends played havoc was able to leave the jazz
with my mind. I was on set at intermission, which
"pins and needles," and was time enough to arrive
could barely wait for that at the comer of my resi
special day.
dential block at about 4:15
As the months passed, p.m. Upon turning the cor
and we were about to enter ner, I noticed a Cadillac
into the month of Decem pulling out of a driveway
ber, I received a message which looked as though the
on answering machine. It driveway could be mine.
was a message from Sally, As the Cadillac slowly
askingXJJvitrfd be home approached me, I recog
around 5 p.m. on Friday nized my cousin Marlene
Dec. 3, my birth date. She in the driver’s seat and
said that a birthday pack* thought to myself... "how
age would be arriving, and nice for Marlene and her
someone had to be present husband Tom, to pay a sur
to accept it A second mes prise visit with me on my
sage was received the fol birthday." With a big smile
lowing day from my on my face, our automo

‘Sethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
Seasons (greetings to the (Bethel
ft.(M.(E. Church Eamily and
Community. Wishing you Eeace
and (Blessings for the (rfolidays.
Joy and a Erosyerous Odew Year.

ftev. Jimmie (B. Keel, Eastor

biles came to a complete
stop opposite one another.
And then, on the passenger
side I saw another smiling
face lean forward and gaze
at me.
At first, even
though I recognized the
face, it just didn’t register.
It didn’t register be
cause "she" wasn’t sup
posed to be here. After
about five seconds, I began
to stutter and mispro
nounce my words with
excitement ... it was my
sweetheart cousin, Sally.
The realization that she
was physically here, sim
ply overwhelmed me.
The three of us went
back into my house and
shared a big laugh. What a
wonderful surprise and
beautiful birthday gift! We
went out for dinner and
while we were dining,
Sally and Marlene shared
even more great news.

They told me that their sis
ter Janet and her husband
Bob Gwatney from Farm
ville, Va. were coming and
joining them at Marlene’s
on Dec. 14. Then on the
19th, sister Louise Higgins
from Newark, N.J., along
with Sally's two adult chil
dren, Lisa and Lance, were
coming into town. Last but
by no way least, sometime
between the 20th and 22nd
cousin Katherine James
from Linden, New Jersey
would be arriving. By
Christmas Day, the house
should be "jumping."
Joining the family in
Lakeland for Christmas
dinner will be Janet and
Bob’s daughter Robin Har
ris and her friend Jay
Johnson from Clearwater.
Also, accompanying me
from St. Petersburg will be
my dear friend Yvonne
Alsup, her mother Ruth

Newsome, and from West
chester, N.Y., Yvonne’s
brother, Dr. Fred Newsome. You can now under
stand why I’m so very
excited and anxiously
anticipating this very spe
cial holiday.
This will be my second
Christmas in Florida since
relocating from South
Orange, N.J. But most of
all, this will be the first
time in two years that I’ve
enjoyed Christmas with
family. As I know you all
will agree, that’s what
Christmas is all about ...
family! To You and yours
... have a very Merry
Christmas! Happy New
Year and God Bless You
AU!

fam
Service (fatten &
Current programs:
Tutoring, Hip-Hop dance class,
Teen Council,
Computer Classes, Karate
Upcoming:
Sewing, Tax preparation assistance
If you Would like further information, you
can contact us at 727-321-9444

We are located at: 2335 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
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Different--------

West Coast Black Theater Troupe
Pre septs ‘Black Nativity’- - - - - - - by Rick Gee
Challenger Correspondent
If you wanted to hear
some great Gospel music,
featuring a musical ensem
ble of 14 beautiful voices
blended so well, that you
couldn’t help but say
Amen, then the West Coast
Black Theater Troupe’s
(WCBTT) presentation of
Black Nativity was exactly
what was needed. The pro
duction was a great way to
get into the spirit of
Christmas, despite the hus
tle and bustle that we expe
rience nowadays, in this
modem society of ours.
WCBTT takes us back
a few thousand years and
allows us to experience in
gospel song and dance, the
magnificence of the ageold Christmas story the
birth of. Jesus Christ.
Black Nativity is a collo
quial retelling of the birth
of Christ based on the
Gospel of St. Luke by way
of the pen of Langston
Hughes. Told from a black
perspective, it reflects the
exhilaration and poignancy
of that culture. It is a
gospel song-play with
great vitality and liveli
ness, which draws upon
bible scripture, verse, folk
songs, gospel, and tradi
tional seasonal music and
dance. It is one of the most
beloved works by Lang
ston Hughes, and delivers
to the audience, a powerful
message of joy, hope, vic
tory
and
liberation.
Hughes’ love of gospel
music, mixing of words,
music, and dance in an
atmosphere of improvisa
tion has made this
Christmas show, Black
Nativity
a consistent
perennial favorite.
Most of Hughes’ work
deals with his experience

of living as an African
American in this country.
His outstanding work
Black Nativity demon
strates why he is consid
ered to be one of our most
significant poets. Often
referred to as the "Negro
Poet Laureate," the estab
lished poet and critic
Hughes belongs in the
ranks of the major
American writers of the
20th century. During his
most outstanding career,
Hughes won the Witter
Bynner Prize for under
graduate poetry while
attending Lincoln Univer
sity, his alma mater. He
also won the Harmon
Award and was granted
Guggenheim Fellowship in
1935. He has a long list of
distinguished prose works
including “Not Without
Laughter” (1930), a collec
tion of short stories, and
“The Big Sea” (1940), his
autobiography. In addition,
he is credited with writing
a collection of poetry as
“The
Weary
Blues”
(1926);
“The
Dream
Keeper” (1932); “Shake
speare in Harlem” (1942);
“Fields
of
Wonder”
(1947), and “One Way

a

Ticket” (1947).

Since its first produc
tion on Broadway in the
mid-l960s, Black Nativity
has
been
recreated
throughout the world in
many different venues

including theaters and
churches. In the present
year of 2004, productions
in the United States are
being presented at the
Long Wharf Theatre (New
Haven), the INTIMAN
(Seattle), and the Lorraine
Hansberry Theatre (San
Francisco). Productions
are also being presented at
the Tremont Temple (Bos
ton), for the 35th year at
the Goodman Theatre
(Chicago), its 19th restag
ing at Karamu (Cleveland)
and in its 2nd staging by
the West Coast Black
Theatre Troupe (Sarasota).
This outstanding pres
entation by the talented
Artistic Director Nate
Jacobs was the second
show of the season staged
by WCBTT. As Jacobs
explained at the beginning
of the show, "Black Nati
vity is being presented to
the Sarasota community to
ignite the Spirit of the
Season and spread it all
around!" WCBTT pre
sented four performances
of this special holiday
show at the Gompertz
Theatre, 1247 First Street,
Sarasota on Dec. 16,17,18
& 23 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec.
19 at 3 p.m.
Sherwood David and
Aneysia Bonner as Jesus’
parents Joseph and Mary
did a great job. Also, the
soloists and musical en
semble all brought forth a
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great feeling of spiritual
warmth, having us singing
and smiling throughout the
show. It is apparent that a
great deal of effort went
into this production, and
credit should be extended
to each and every member
of this wonderful cast.
There’s a ton of talent
in this spectacular group,
and the community of
Sarasota is fortunate to
have them in their midst.
All out support, especially
financial should be given
to these fine young play
ers. Let’s help them to
continue their efforts in
becoming one of the most
outstanding theater group$
in the country.
Merry Christmas and
A Happy New Year to You
AU!

from pg. 8
ozone armor causes them
to don hats, dark glasses
and slather on sunblock
even on cool cloudy days
or risk developing cancer.
Many nations have
banned the chemical and
during a two week United
Nations conference on
global warming held in
Buenos Aries, that ended
last Saturday, other nations
called on the U.S. again to
follow suit, but President
George W. Bush continues
to refuse because it would
cost farmers and con
sumers more money.
Why
did
profit
become more sacred to
America than life itself?
As I said at the begin
ning of this
story,
Christmas means time for
me to reflect on my world

view. and philosophy. I
may enjoy the idea of
cheap strawberries, but I
do not choose to view the
lives of strangers in Punta
Arenas to be cheaper and
less than sacred than my
own.
Besides,
I
know
America can grow com
mercial strawberries wittyout destroying the ozone
armor over our earth. My
great-uncle
George
Wullffe grew abundant
fields of strawberries with
no chemicals at all. I know
because when I was a child
I helped him in his fields.
I have shared what
Christmas means to me
and wish each of you a
merry Christmas in what
ever manner brings you
comfort and joy.

Season's Greeting
From Our Family
To Your Family
Have A Very Merry Christmas
And A
Happy And Prosperous New Year
The Staff And Management
Of
Creal Funeral Homes
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone (727) 896-2602

There For You Then I Here For You Now'
Since 1950
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« we enter the heart of the holiday

MMuew..consider adding a new
tradition to your holiday rcrdry
Jfaby honing t cookie exchange! A

festive event that can be enjoyed with family,
friends orewn co-wrakera,.a cookie exchange
ca» help jet you in the spirit of givittg. while
also providing loved ones with a delight M
array of tntidiy treats that

cm last throughout

the season.
Gold Medd Dear and the makers of Glad
Press’o Seal wrap hate teamed 15s to provide
everything you need io host year very own
cookie etc haage, whale bringing a convenient
oewtwiat to the age-old tradilic® of scratch
baking. Below, you'll find a few favorite
holiday recipes and tips to get y»u started.
For a complete step-by-step approach to host
ing a cookie exehaa>e. including atfcStiemal

recipes, tips, sampfe inviutioas and mote,
visit ww^oldroedalflouBcwn and click rat
Cookie Exetuagc,

Classic Sugar Cookies
Prep: I tear CWfc 2 hours

Double Chocolate and Caramel Bars

Bah:: 7 MMtats/bat<h Cool: SO Khutes
Motet about frfogm /eoetfor
3 cups powdered m^ar
2 cups (4 sticks! tatter or raargariae,
•aftraed

AkA

Prep: JO Mfaures Bake: 3S mosaes
Coo/: 2 hours
Makes 77 bars

3
3/4
2/3
1
11/2
11/2
1

2 tospwttt vaiiMb
J teaspoon almond extract

1 ««*

S cups Gold M«k*t al-purpom flour
•\1 Msa«p«M>» haktat soda
2 teaspoons ttma of tartar
Decorator'sGfere 1 recipe below)
Betty Crocker decersttog »l flMfcrameo
tube!, colored sugar mdfer sprWdea
Betty Crater decoratifeg fetag
(AK-ouaer tnhe j, if desired
Flaked coconut.» desired

.*»

1. ia large bowl beat gradated sagSf, bafter.
vanilla, almond a tract and eggs ou
medium speed.« moi with apooa. Stjt ta
(tat. baking mta aodoeamof tartar,
Covet in Press'd Seel wrap and refrigerate
at bast 2 hoots,
2. Heatw»oto37FE Ltjttody jreorecocfcfo
daeat Divide dough feW O» lightly

floured surface, toll each half I A-incb
fetek. Cut into desired shapes with 3-fecb
cookie ctaiMs, Race about 2 tetwi ajwt
at cookie street

?. Bate 5 to 7 rttiotsussot until edges ate liglil
braa Kenova from cookie sheet to wire
nek. Cool ooraobfety. about 30 nfeuMs.
Dec orate wt th Daeorator's <3tae and othtc

*»

decatatkxM at desired
De*orator's Glaze; fe large bead. beat
nprtbffd cepe pc*dared su£*t. IM cup
water. 1/4 cqp ILptM core syrup sad 1 leaapoou almood attract cm Ira speed until
araooth, Do ide among several MsalJ bowk
Stit defend food cote**, om drop at 1 tia*.
felo each brat until defend cok* reached.
High Atrftiuk 13$00 to 6500 fceti: Bake 6 Io
7 maul**.

1
i ?'* 6 '3\fat

cape Gold Medal aB-jxirpose flour
cop packed brown sagar
cup bakfag cocoa
egg, beaten
cups <3 sticks) firm butter or nsrgartoe
cap* chopped walnuts
package < 12 o«»c«»i senthvwt ck«««Ufo
chips
48 car araeb
2 cans <14 ounces each) sweetened
condensed milk
Chocolate Glaze (recipe below i
1. Heat oven to 35OT. Grease 15-x 10- x 1-inch pstn.
2. fa Urge bowt std together flour, brwn sugar,
cocoa and egg; cut io 11/4cop® of the butter until
crumbly. Stir fa walnuts; reserve J cups of crumb
mixture. Press remaining mature firmly in bottom
of pan; sprinkle with chocolate chips.
3. Bake 15 minutes Meanwhile, in treavy 2-quart satrcepan. melt caramels with sweetened condensed milk
and remaining IM cup batter over tow beat, atfatog
cosjtaotiy Pour over crust. Top with reserved crumb
mixture. Bake about 20 nuautea or until bubbly.
Cool completely, about 2 hours. Drizzle with Chooo
lato Glaze. Rx bare, cut into 11 rows by 7 row.
Chocolate Glaze: fa nuctw avable bowl, mtcrow gve 1 package (6 ounces) senusweet chocolate cbips
and 1 teaspoon shortening or vegetable oil uncovered
on High 1 to 3 mfauteek atiofag halfway through
hearing time. until melted and thin enough to drizzle.

Holiday Lime Cooler Cookies
Prep; IS minutes Bake: 11 mtnutes/balch
Cool: 30 minutes
Mokes about 6 dozen cookies

2 cops (4 sticks) batter ©r margarine,
softened
1 c«p powdered sugar
3 1/2 cups Gold Medal all-purpose floor
1/2 cep cornstarch
2 tablespoons grated lime peel
1 teaspoon vaalla
Granulated sugar
Lime Glaze (recipe below)

2 tubes (0.68 ouoce each) Betty Crocker
green decorating gd. If desired
1. Heat oven to 35£FF. In large bowl, beat butter and
powdered sugar oo medium speed. or mix with
spoon. Stir fa flettr. cornstarch, lime peel aod
vanilla until well blended.
2. Shape tough into .V4-i®di balls Place abcut
2 fachea apart no uagteoied cookie sheet Press
bottom of gJasjr unto dough to grease, then dip
into granulated sugar, peats on dou&h balls until
,/4-incb thick.
3. Bake9 to 11 mintxes or until edges are light
golden brown Remove from cookie sheet to wire
rack Cool completely, about 30 nfautes.
4. Spread Lime Glaze over cookies. Squeeze drops
of decorating gel oo glased cookies, drag toothpick
drrcMigb gel for marbleddefago.
Lime Glaze: Stir together 1 cup powdered sugar
and 2 tablespoons Kay line or regular lime juice.
Stir fa additional juke if aeceaaary.

