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Kobe Bryant’s Accuser
Has Considered
Abandoning Case,
Attorney Says —----------

Just a few months after the 20-year-old woman
filed rape charges against 25-year-old Bryant last
June, her name was included in another filing on
the court’s Web site, but it was promptly removed.
riegle offered a "sincere
by Ed Wilev III
Following a series of apology" for the court’s ap
unfavorable rulings, gaffs parent misstep in releasing
and an apology by a portions of a closed-door
Colorado District Court, pretrial hearing on the ac
the woman accusing bas cuser’s sexual history and
ketball star Kobe Bryant of nearly $20,000 she re
rape has said she can no ceived from a victim’s
longer trust the judge in the fund.
As a rule, media organ
case. .
"It is inconceivable’ izations do not identify al
how this court can explain leged rape victims. But
its continual pattern of re- court staff last month mis
victimizing this 20-year- takenly left the name of
old girl," said the accuser’s Bryant’s accuser on docu
attorney, John Clune, in a ments and emailed them to
written statement, adding several news agencies.
that his client has consid The judge immediately is
ered walking away from sued a decree barring any
the ease. "This judge must news outlet from publiciz
leam that the trust that a ing the contents of the doc
victim places in the judici uments.
But last week, the
ary is the foundation for
the courage that all victims court slipped again, this
must have to endure the time publishing a sealed
brutal nature of rape prose document on a court web
site, in which Ruckriegle
cutions."
In the most recent inci said hospital tests found
dent in this high-profile DNA from Bryant’s accus
court case, which some er but not any from an un
observers say is beginning identified person whose
to rival the frenzied appeal
of the O.J. Simpson trial, Bryant
District Judge Terry Ruck- continued on pg. 14
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A BacK-To-School
Celebration---------------------by Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG A community back to
school picnic attracted
more than 300 people.
Sponsored by the Coa
lition for a Safe and DrugFree St. Petersburg and
McCabe United Methodist
Church, the event featured
food, games, music, a bike
give-away, safety tips,
magic shows, juggling and
a non-stop multi-generaion volleyball game.
A radio announcement
about the event drew foster
mom Jeanette Timmons
booking for a Saturday
■ ctivity. She said, "I fig
ured it would be something
for the children," She cares
for six foster kids, three
grandkids and her own 17year-old daughter. Of the
activity Timmons said,
"They’re having so much
fun."
Fun was the order of
the day last Saturday. From
26th Ave. S., motorists
could hear the enticing
sounds of music coming
from the grounds of Mc
Cabe U.M.C. For a while,
karoake blared from the
Coca Cola Strmt Jifti truck
and competed with sounds
blasting from the DJ tent
provided by The Teen Arts,
Sports and Cultural Oppor-

National A.C.E. Of The Year
Announced, St. Petersburg
Resident Awarded-----------

Sierra Simmons continues to persevere
Mary Darling of McCabe United Methodist Church paints an attendee's face.
photos by Shedrick Rhodes

tunities (TASCO).
Visible from the street,
kids of all ages bounced
along inside the two huge
inflatable games that
TASCO brought - where
older teens played bouncy
boxing in one and younger
teens played bouncy high
ball in the other.
Also, along the half
circular driveway were
three firemen with their
ladder truck, who gave the
kids safety tips. The fire
men only half joked when
they said they asked the
kids when they were going
to report for duty, They
said.,wei®r'j(ertou!S^
about prompting the kids td
start thinking about fire
fighting as a career choice.
Community pohce of
ficers Offered kids bike

St Petersburg's Fire Department was in attendance to
inform the students about safety as they begin a new
school year. L-R: Hank Marshall, lan Van Aken and
Sean Thorton
safety classes, handed out not interest Danielle Rus
bike helmets and registered sell, age six, as she headed
and licensed the four bikes toward the face-painting
given as prizes. The bikes table .shaded by a massive
started their second life as live oak limb draped with
abandoned property, said moss. "Getting my face
Officer Jason Landrum.
Celebrate
A non-stop multi-gencontinued on pg. 5
eration volleyball game did

Something To Talk About,
Under Dryers, On Both Sides Of
The Bay
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG Move over Hype Hair and
make room for Spirit &
Style, which is the local
version of the national
beauty magazine aimed
specifically at women of
color.
"Fve been in the beau
ty business for 14 years,
and I love to write, so I
decided to combine my fa
vorite passions,” said Syl
via Russell, the publisher/
editor of Spirit & Style,
which initially started out
as a quarterly magazine.
Russell has produced
two issues of the glossy,
full-color magazine touting
an array of beauty and
fashion tips.
Spirit & Style’s goal is
to highlight the talents of
hair stylists in Pinellas and
Hillsborough counties who
can work magic with a wad
of weave.
It will serve as a direc
tory for potential clients
who want to know which
salons specialize in braids
or have the best reputation
for perms and up do’s.
"This will give salon
owners an opportunity to
showcase their talents and

Presrt Std •_..
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

Sylvia Russell, publisher of Spirit &

Style

photo by Rassi

let others see how they are
giving back to the commu
nity,” Russell said.
The first magazine had
14 pages, and the second
edition featured 12. Ini
tially, Russell hoped to pro
duct a quarterly publica
tions but she now says she
will probably scale back to
printing the magazine
twice a year.
"There’s so much to
deal with,” admits Russell,
who is still discovering the
pros and cons of the pub
lishing industy.
What has been her

main lesson? "If you don’t
come out in a timely fash
ion, people will get upset
with you!”
Still, Russell is excited
about the publication,
which is giving customers
something to talk about as
they sit under dryers at
salons on both sides of the
Bay.
Kay-Kay Smith of St.
Petersburg’s Styles Hair
Salon was featured in the
second edition of Spirit &
Style.
"I think it’s great for
business,” said Smith, who

recently moved to her new
location at 1540 16th St. S.
and believes her feature
story helped expose her
shop to new clients.
"I was really excited
about doing it,” said Smith.
Said Russell, "I’ve had
a lot of positive feedback.
I’m very proud of what
I’ve accomplished.” (
What Russell has done
is identified an overlooked
market that will allow her
to not only give her cus
tomers what they want, but
will make her business a
cut above the rest.
Collectively, African
Americans spend $6.2 bil
lion on personal care prod
ucts and services.
"There’s a real need for
a publication of this kind.
There isn’t another maga
zine like it on a local apd
regional level,” she con
cluded.
Russell’s customers can
relax. Although she enjoys
publishing the magazine,
she ,is not ready to give up
her day job at St.
Petersburg’s Colours Hair
Salon.
"I’m a hair stylist first
and foremost,” Russell
said. "That’s my first love;

DALLAS, Tex. - Each
year, The National Ex
change Club awards a
$10,000 college scholar
ship to a high school senior
who is Accepting the Chal
lenge
of
Excellence
(A.C.E.). Sierra Simmons
of St. Petersburg has been
named the 2003-2004 Na
tional A.C.E. of the Year.
On July 15, Simmons re
ceived her scholarship and
was recognized at the Ex
change’s 86th Annual
Convention in Dallas,
Texas.
Sierra attended St. Pe
tersburg High School,
where she served as an
after school peer mediator.
She also served as a math
ematics and reading tutor
for first through fifth
graders.
Sierra
persevered
through many challenges.
Her father never attended
high school, but her mother
did and placed a great im
portance on education. All
of her older siblings
dropped out of high school,
and Sierra was seemingly
on the road to following in
their footsteps. She had
very poor attendance, had
to repeat her freshman year
and her attendance and
grades showed little signs
of improvement by her
10th grade year. It was dur
ing this time that she faced
her toughest challenge. Not
only did her ailing father
die, but her mother suf
fered from high blood pres
sure and passed away
seven months later.
Amazingly, after such
tragedy, her grades and at
tendance drastically im
proved. Her mother’s
words stayed with her: "Go
to school, and make some
thing of yourself." Sierra
had to work hard to support
herself, as she lived alone.
Her older sister moved
with their mentally chal
lenged brother, one brother
was in prison and another
in a juvenile boot camp.
Sierra lived in a highcrime neighborhood, rid
dled with drug dealers and
prostitution. She was re
sponsible for paying the
mortgage on her parents’
home, along with all the
other day-to-day expenses
since their deaths two years
ago. A part-time job at the

YMCA helped supplement
her small social security
check. In spite of her chal
lenges, she consistently
made the honor roll and
was on the Dean’s List
throughout her senior year.
While most of the people
in her family and neighbor
hood have succumbed to a
life of crime, drugs, pover
ty, teen pregnancy, prosti
tution or hopelessness, this
young achiever has chosen
education, community ser
vice, hope and a dream of a
better life.
Sierra’s life has contin
ued to move in a positive
direction. She received a
full scholarship to, St. Pe
tersburg College and is
currently enrolled in their
summer program, majoring
in Criminal Justice. She
recently landed a new job
at the public library and
has moved out of her crime
and drug-filled neighbor
hood into a new apartment
in a better area. Sierra
Simmons is a cycle-break
er motivated by her moth
er’s words and determined
to succeed and build a bet
ter life for herself.
The A.C.E. award pro
gram encourages students
to overcome their hard
ships and get back on track
toward a high school diplo
ma. It recognizes those stu
dents who are often over
looked for their accom
plishments. A.C.E. of the
Year recipients are shining
illustrations of the rewards
of hard work and persever
ance.
The process for select
ing the National A.C.E. of
the Year begins at the club
level. It is a monthly recog
nition of youth in Ex
change Club communities.
At the end of the year,
monthly honorees are re
viewed, and a winner is
selected to compete at the
district level. The District
A.C.E. of the Year then
goes on to the final selec
tion of the prestigious Na
tional A.C.E. of the Year.
The National Ex
change Club is a group of
men’ and women working
together to make our com
munities better places to
live through programs of
service in Americanism,
Community Service and
Youth Activities.
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The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.___
A knowledge of his
tory brings a feeling of
fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it a

territory, a village, a dis
trict, or a nation. To live
without history is likened
to living without a form

of memory. To be with no real foundation, and
out history is to live very little meaning for
without roots or a past, the future.
The Weekly Chalwith the present having

is committed to both the young and old
featuring articles of all generations.
ethnic culture for the
reading enjoyment of
lenger

The Gantt Report
bv Lucius Gantt
Filmmaker Michael
Moore is getting a lot of
praise for his documentary
entitled " Farenheit-911."
Moore is a great movie
maker and cult figure.
Moore is a smart guy but
trust me, Moore is just as
dumb as every one else
when it comes to dis
cussing how voting for
candidates that Moore sup
ports can make life better.
Check with me after
the election and tell me
how much more money
you have!

The change of elected
leaders will do little or
nothing to change our
lives. Taking a title ffom
one guy and giving it to
another has no effect on
African-American political
life.
Instead of listening and
watching Michael Moore
and others talking about
how we need to change our
political leaders, tell them
"The Gantt Report" said
there will be no significant
progress until there is a
change in the political sys
tem!

The President is like
the Queen. They don’t vote
on anything. At least Rep
resentatives and Senators
can vote on a government
budget.
The governmental bu
reaucracy must be chang
ed, adjusted and improved
in order for progress to be
realized.
The African-Ameri
cans that want demonstra
ble political progress do
not want to integrate into
the current political sys
tem, they want to destroy
the system, so to speak.

For the most part, ordi
nary people never come
into contact with politi
cians of elected officials.
When we have government
business, we deal with gov
ernment employees. Those
same people who work be
hind the counter at the De
partment of Transportation
will be there regardless of
whom is elected President.
The same governmen
tal rules, regulations and
procedures will be in ef
fect. The same government
taxes, fees and service
charges will be in effect.

The same institutional bias,
profiling and stereotyping
will be in effect.
I would like for
Michael Moore to do a
movie about how AfricanAmericans can come to
gether and make some
money.
The people in America
with money really don’t
care who is elected Presi
dent. Halliburton, IBM,
Microsoft, Wal-Mart, Bank
of America will do OK
under a Republican or De
mocratic administration.
If you look at it, most

of us don’t have many
problems that money can’t
solve.
I saw the 911 movie
and had no problem with it.
I just don’t go along with
Moore’s subtle suggestions
that a change in elected
officials will usher in a
change of racist attitudes.
You can vote for a fox or a
wolf and still end up in the
dog house. Vote for the
candidate that will make
life better for you.
Lucius Gantt can be con
tacted at: theganttreport@
comcast.net.

Experts Say Terror Warning May Prevent
Attack, But Raises Questions About Next Step
bv Michael J. Sniffen
Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP)- The government's very
public warning to financial
institutions may actually
deter a bombing but also
raises questions about what
the next step will be for
both terrorists and defend
ers.
And among security
experts and former coun
terintelligence
officials
who had criticized previous
terrorism warnings as too
vague or perhaps political
ly motivated, there was
wide praise for the unique
level of detail in the warn
ing Sunday to a handful of
specific financial institu
tions in New York, Wash
ington and Newark, New
Jersey.
"If I worked in one of
those buildings, I would
feel very safe now," and not
just because the security

In what’s become almost a weekly occurrence,
Tom Ridge, Secretary of Homeland Security, has
announced another terror alert
there will be tightened, said
Vince Canniptraro, former
CIA
counterterrorism
chief. "Given that it's cap
tured material and now
made public, there's a good
chance it won't happen. AlQaida has to realize the
mission has been compro
mised."
Among the extraordi-

nary detail that Al-Qaida
operatives had assembled
about potential target
buildings were such details
as architectural elements
that might prevent col
lapse, a count of 14 pedes
trians per minute along the
sidewalk outside one build
ing at midweek, locations
of security checkpoints

inside buildings and identi
fication of days when few
er guards worked or eleva
tors were shut down, a sen
ior intelligence official
said.
The government's will
ingness to cite specific
buildings as targets "is a
step forward, compared to
the past when they just
waved a red flag and said
'al-Qaida's coming, alQaida's coming'," said I.C.
Smith, a retired FBI field
office chief who spent most
of his 25-year career in
counterintelligence.
"You are going to end
up with some awfully nerv
ous people who work in
and around those build
ings," Smith said.
But if captured infor
mation isn't part of an out
dated plot, the warning
could abort a planned truck
bombing, Smith said. A
counterterrorism official,

requesting anonymity be
cause of the sensitivity,
said the al-Qaida opera
tives conducted the vulner
ability assessments in the
captured material both be
fore and after the Sept. 11,
2001 attacks.
Smith added, however,
that authorities need to be
alert to the chance al-Qaida
might be trying to deceive
U.S. agents. "Someday
they are going to send us
indications they are going
one way and then go anoth
er way. That will happen
sooner or later," Smith said.
John Pike, a defense
analyst with GlobalSecur
ity.org, said Sunday's alert
"was outstanding com
pared to previous ones. At
least I know which build
ings to stay away from."
But the proximity of
the target buildings to the
street raised other ques
tions in Pike's mind. Would

Pennsylvania Avenue be
closed to truck traffic out
side the World Bank? Local
officials planned additional
vehicle checks but did not
immediately close any
streets.
"And all the enemy
has to do is dial down its
list of prominent targets,"
Pike added. "If they can't
reach the World Bank,
maybe they'll go for the
Federal Reserve or the
FBI," both of which are
only handful of blocks
away in either direction.
At some point, "if you
going to try to defend all
the high-value targets in
Washington from truck
bombs, you might turn the
entire federal core into a
pedestrian mall."
Michael J. Sniffen has
covered intelligence and law
enforcement in Washington
for 30 years.

The Race for Votes...Seems to Leave Some
Behind--------------------------------------------------------------- bv Bemice Powell Jackson
Politics, politics, poli
tics. As the Democrat and
Republican conventions
meet, the eyes of the nation
- and of the World - will be
on the Presidential and
Vice Presidential candi
dates and, to a lesser extent,
the platforms of both par
ties. But will the media
cover these events through
the eyes of all the voters?
More importantly, will the
candidates really reach out
to all the voters, especially
to the people of color com
munities, which will hold
the winning margins in
November?
At the heart of the
issues in many in the com
munities of color are sever
al concerns, including a
demand that the 2004 elec
tion be a fair one, with all
votes counted and no vot
ers turned away; a desper
ate need for good-paying
jobs with benefits in com
munities which face unem-

ployment rates twice that those spoiled ballots (that’s
of white Americans and a one million votes) were
commitment to ending the cast by African Americans.
war which is draining away Greg Palast, the journalist
much-needed dollars and in who covered the election
which soldiers of color and for the British press, found
the poor are dying in high that 95,000 ballots of
African Americans were
numbers.
Surprisingly, neither deemed spoiled in Florida
Democrats nor Republi alone.
Already, Florida is fac
cans have adequately ad
dressed the concern about ing challenges of the
fairness of elections. At the integrity of its new touch
very heart of democracy is screen voting machines,
the right to vote and im which have questionable
plicit in that is the right to abilities to audit election
have one’s vote counted. results as well as chal
Yet, nearly 2 million ballots lenges of its controversial
were not counted in the lists which are used to
2000 election, deemed remove felons from the
"spoiled" because of marks voter rolls. During the
on the ballot or, in at least 2000 election many voters
one case, something as were illegally dropped
simple as writing in Al from the rolls and not
Gore’s name instead of allowed to vote. Now Flor
checking the appropriate ida officials have thrown
box. Moreover, according out the 2004 list, acknowl
to the U.S. Civil Rights edging that Hispanic felons
Commission and the Har were kept on the list. In
vard Law School Civil Florida, many in the His
Rights Project, one half of panic community, particu-

larly in Miami-Dade coun
ty, are Republican.
Similarly, since the last
presidential election states
like South Dakota have
passed laws requiring pho
to ID’s or affidavits by vot
ers, which many native
Americans argue will in
timidate voters in their
community. This law was
passed after a 2002 primary
and special election in
which there was a record
native American voter turn
out and many native Amer
icans feel this law was
passed to disenfranchise
them.
How are the candidates
addressing communities of
color and their issues? Pre
sident Bush recently made
headlines when he turned
down an invitation to speak
at the NAACP convention,
becoming the first sitting
president since Herbert
Hoover to do so. But what
has not been covered was
the fact that President Bush

had also refused to meet
with the Congressional
Black Caucus or the Lead
ership Conference on Civil
Rights or La Raza, the na
tional Hispanic civil rights
organization, during his en
tire four year term. He did
speak at the National Ur
ban League meeting re
cently, but brought little in
promises for employment
or training for African
American communities and
businesses.
But just as President
Bush has largely been ab
sent in mainline African
American communities,
neither has John Kerry
done much to energize the
African American or Lati
no communities. Many in
these communities, as well
as the Asian American and
native American communities, are wondering where
are the Kerry top-level staff
from their groups. They
are wondering why the
Kerry campaign has not

more aggressively spoken
out about election reform
for this election and, while
Candidate Kerry has talked
about jobs and health care,
why he has not targeted
some of this to communi
ties of color.
In a nation where in
another generation there
will be no racial/ethnic
majority, taking communi
ties of color for granted is
not acceptable. In such a
nation, ignoring communi
ties of color and their lead
ers also is not acceptable.
The sooner Democrats and
Republicans leam that, the
better.
Bemice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women's
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
August Named One
Book, One
Community Month The Sarasota Board of creative writing program
County Commissioners director.
has proclaimed the month
During the month of
of August as One Book, August, many libraries in
One Community Month. Sarasota County will host
This reading and discus One Book, One Commun
sion program encourages ity discussion groups fea
Sarasota County residents turing “Last Train to Para
to read the same book at dise.”
the same time to create a
• Fruitville Public Li
countywide book club. The brary, 100 Cobum Rd.,
program culminates with Sarasota, Friday, Aug. 6
two appearances by Les from 1 to 2 p.m. Call 861Standiford, author of “Last 2517 to reserve.
Train to Paradise: Henry
• Selby Public Library,
Flagler and the Spectacular 1331 First St, Sarasota,
Rise and Fall of the Friday, Aug. 6 at 3 p.m.
Railroad that Crossed an
• Books-a-Million, led
Ocean.”
by Sarasota Herald-Tri
This year’s One Book bune’s Amy Hibberd and
title was selected by public Betsy Cullen of the North
input from a short list of Port Public Library, at two
five books. Standiford will locations: 6591 Tamiami
speak and sign copies at Trail, Sarasota, Tuesday,
Selby Public Library on Aug. 10 at 7 p.m.; and
Tuesday, Aug. 24 at 10 4230 Tamiami Trail S.,
a.m. and again at the newly Venice, Tuesday, Aug. 17
expanded and remodeled at 7 p.m.
Jacaranda Public Library
• Elsie Quirk Public
at 3 p.m.
Library, 100 West Dear
“Last Train to Para born St., Englewood,
dise” is the dramatic true Thursday, Aug. 12 at 1
story of Henry Flagler and p.m.
the building of the Key
• Gulf Gate Public Li
West Extension of the brary, 7112 Curtiss Ave.,
Florida East Coast Rail Sarasota, Tuesday, Aug. 17
way. Flagler defied all at 2 p.m.
odds and completed the
• Venice Public Li
most wildly ambitious en brary, 300 S. Nokomis
gineering project of its Ave., Venice, Thursday,
time, crossing 156 miles of Aug. 19 at 2 p.m.
open-ocean with a railway
For a copy of the Book
line, despite three severe Discussion Guide, go to
hurricanes that killed hun the SCLS Web site at
dreds of workers. Award http://suncat.co.sarasota.fl.
winning novelist Stan us/. Click on One Book,
diford has published nine One Community.
novels and two previous
For more information,
works of nonfiction. Stan call (941) 861-9844 or
diford has lived in Miami your local Sarasota County
since 1981 and is Florida library.
International University’s

Brownfields Conference in
Sarasota to Help Make
Something From Nothing —-----Making good use of
what some think is bad
land will be the focus of
the Florida Brownfields
Conference, co-hosted by
Sarasota County and the
Florida Brownfields Asso
ciation, Aug. 15-18 at the
Sarasota Hyatt.
The conference brings
together key experts from
all levels of government,
business, finance, and lo
cal communities to share
ideas and experiences in
the field of urban develop
ment and environmental
challenges, highlighting
challenges in rural areas
and smaller communities.
Sarasota has relatively
few designated brown
fields, defined as property
with real or perceived con
tamination that hinders
development. But the 1997
state law that created the
brownfields designation

allows a city or county to
make the call itself so there
may be opportunity state
wide for infill in many for
mer industrial or commer
cial sites that had been
ignored.
The brownfields law
got attention recently when
St. Petersburg named a sod
farm a brownfield area to
help attract jobs and hightech investment. Sarasota
County's only brownfields
site, near the intersection
of Fruitville Road and I75, is seeing a Lowe's
home improvement store
make use of the incentive
program.
The brownfields des
ignation affords new busi
nesses tax credits, low-in
terest loans and guaran
tees, but also aids in clean
ing up contamination, if it
exists. Participants have to
promise to create jobs and

must show they will be
able to complete their proj
ect. Properties as large as
entire cities can qualify, if
a local government author
ity decrees.
Part of the brownfields
conference will be a "pitch
your property" session
where parties can make
matches of real estate
assets and development
dreams. Other program
events include recreational
redevelopment, portfields,
technology applications,
grants and insurance is
sues. Event organizers ex
pect some 300 people to
attend meetings, network
ing and seminars.
For more information
or to register, visit the
website at www.florida
brownfields.org or contact
Sue Young at sue@tbrpc
.org or (727) 570-5151,
ext. 14.

Early Evidence of Mosquito
Activity in Sarasota County—
Take Precautions to Prevent Mosquito-Borne Disease
Sarasota
County
Health Department and
Sarasota County Mosquito
Management officials are
reporting increases in mos
quito activity in areas
throughout Sarasota Coun
ty. Since the arrival of
summer rains, no sentinel
chickens have tested posi
tive for West Nile virus;
however, public health of
ficials remind residents
that West Nile virus is
known to be present yearround in Florida. Residents

are strongly urged to s take
the appropriate precautions
to protect themselves, par
ticularly in these summer
months.
Many mosquito spe
cies can the harbor the
West Nile virus. Areas that
have standing water are
considered prime habitats
for the major ^mosquito
types known to. transmit
the virus to people. Eggs
hatch within 24 hours and
flying, biting adult mosqui
toes emerge five to six days

later. With frequent rains,
this cycle is constantly
repeated. Ai long as there
is standing water, the mos
quitoes will breed and pose
a threat to human health.
Public Health officials urge
that visitors and residents
take precautions to reduce
mosquito habitats and
avoid mosquito bites.
Elimination of breed
ing sites is one of the keys
to prevention. Sarasota
County Public Health and
Mosquito Management of-

Library Self-Service Checkout
Saves Time, Money and Staff
The same self-service
technology that has revolu
tionized banking and the
fast-food industry now is
transforming the way pub
lic libraries process books,
CDs, movies and other
materials that people check
out.
The new North Sara
sota Public library, sched
uled to open in September,
will be the fourth Sarasota
County library to offer
self-service checkout, fol
lowing Fruitville Library
in Sarasota, North Port
Library and Elsie Quirk
Library in Englewood.
Self-service checkout al
lows the county to shift 12
employees to the North Sa
rasota facility without add
ing additional staff. Selfservice check out pays off
for the public with faster
service and lower opera
tional costs.
"The county is always
looking for ways to save
taxpayers money by using
efficient technology," said
Sarasota County Admin
istrator Jim Ley.
The libraries offer peo
ple the option of using
"Express Checkout" com
puter stations. These staficials recommend these
tips to eliminate mosquito
breeding sites.
Tips on Eliminating
Mosquito Breeding Sites
• Clean out eaves,
troughs and gutters.
• Remove old tires or
drill holes in those used in
playgrounds to drain.
• Turn over or remove
empty plastic pots.
• Pick up all beverage

tions will be installed at
other Sarasota County
libraries over the next few
months. In 2003, self-serv
ice accounted for 24 per
cent of the checkouts at
Elsie Quirk Library and 38
percent at Fruitville Li
brary.
The process is simple.
Illustrated instructions ap
pear on the computer
screen to guide users
through the transaction,
and volunteers or staff are
available to answer ques
tions and give demonstra
tions. Users receive a
printed receipt listing the
titles checked out and their
due dates.
Libraries are moving
to self-service for many of
the same reasons as retail
businesses:
• Technology speeds
up the checkout process,
saving customers’ time. In
stead of waiting in line for
one of the limited staff
service stations, customers
can take care of their own
checkout transactions and
be on their way.
• By installing self-ser
vice terminals, libraries
can keep up with the in
crease in circulation with-

out adding new staff. Li
brary circulation in fiscal
year 2003 increased nearly
12 percent over 2002, from
2.6 million checkouts to
2.9 million. By controlling
the growth of staff, libra
ries save taxpayers money.
• Some people appre
ciate the extra privacy.
• Express checkout
permits users an added
degree of self-sufficiency.;
Children especially appre-’
ciate feeling grown-up and
independent when they
check out their own mate
rials.
• Staff is still available
for personal transactions
such as registering for a li
brary card, paying fines
and fees, answering ques
tions or resolving prob
lems.
Try
the
Express;
Checkout terminals at the.
Fruitville Library just east
of Interstate 75 on Cobum
Road off Fruitville Road,
North Port Library on
South Tamiami Trail or the
Elsie Quirk Library on
Dearborn St. in Engle
wood. By the end of the
year, self-service will be
offered in all the public
libraries.

containers and cups.
week.
• Remove vegetation
• Check tarps on boats
or other equipment that or obstructions in drainage
ditches that prevent the
may collect water.
• Pump out bilges on flow of water.
boats.
• Replace water in
birdbaths and pet or other
Involve Youjh
animal feeding dishes: at
■ |n
least once a week.
• Change water in plant
After-school
trays, including hanging
Programs
plants, at least once a

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Forum With Jim
Davis at Mt. Zion-----ST. PETERSBURG On Friday, Aug. 6, from
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m., a
community forum will be
held at the Mt. Zion Pro
gressive M.B. Church.
Guest speaker will be the
Honorable Jim Davis, Re
presentative for District
11.
Forum topics will in
clude:
• Our Community’s
Economic Future
• Restoration of Rights
in the Black Community
• Voting Rights Act
and Getting Out the Vote!
• The Future of
Education.
Reservations are re
quired. Lunch will be
served at 11:45 a.m., fol
lowed by the Hon. Jim

The Hon. Jim Davis
Davis speaking at noon,
and Voice Your Views at
12:30 p.m.
This event will be held
in the second floor meeting
room of the church, locat
ed at 955 20th St. S.
For reservations, call
(727) 894-4311, ext. 803.
With questions or
requests, call Deacon
Lorenzo Dickens at (727)
501-4196.

The truth is, a little of your time can make a lifetime
of difference. Because kids with something to do
are less likely lo do drugs. Ym can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community, call or visit:

1877 KIDS 313
www.youcanhelpkids.org
Otticrof NmkwmJI t>wg Cwwrol Policy

Midtown Through Our Eyes
ST. PETERSBURG For eight days this summer
with notebooks and cam
eras in hand, 30 student
journalists from Melrose
Elementary and John
Hopkins Middle School
explored the Midtown area
of St. Petersburg.
They scribbled notes
and took photographs dur
ing 24 field trips, exploring
the Manhattan Casino by
flashlight, uncovering his
tory at the Greenwood Ce
metery and experiencing
the rebirth of a community
at places like the Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center,
Jordan Park and Lorene’s
Fish House.
The result is a 100photo exhibit, Midtown
Through Our Eyes, and a
24-page publication, Midtown Magazine. The photo
exhibit will be on display
Aug. 1-Sept. 12 at the Flo
rida International Museum,
100 Second St. N, St.
Petersburg. The magazine
will debut at a special 5-7
p.m. VIP reception Friday,
Aug. 13, at the museum.
The first-ever summer
journalism camp was fund
ed by the American Soci
ety of Newspaper Editors
and the Pinellas County
School Board. The camp is

an outgrowth of a 2-yearold journalism program at
Melrose Elementary that
brings every student at the
school to a journalism
class once a week. The stu
dents produce a newspa
per, the Manatee Messen
ger, three times a year.
This year, the Manatee
Messenger was named the
best elementary school
newspaper in the nation by
Time for Kids/Time maga
zine.
Melrose partnered with
John Hopkins, where the
journalism program will
debut this fall with every
student in the literary arts
strand exploring journal
ism and producing a news
paper, J-Hop Times.
All the students who
participated in the summer
camp go to school in the
Midtown area. Many of
them live there, but none
ever have experienced
Midtown in quite the same
way. Besides the field
trips, the students inter
viewed long-time residents
who gave them a sense of
the area’s history. They
also questioned public offi
cials, business people and
community activists who
arrived at the camp each
day for morning press con-

ferences.
Students used words
like "radical," "awesome,"
"tiring!" "totally awesome"
and "off the chain" to de
scribe their journalistic
journey.
As one student journal
ist, Latifah Eggleton, put
it: "This camp was like a
journey to a new world that
I’ve never been before.”
They also learned
some real-life lessons.
Joseph Homing, a summer
camp photojoumalist and
John Hopkins student, said
he learned that "Midtown
is actually really nice be
cause some people say it’s
really bad. But there are a
lot of nice places and peo
ple.”
Ashley Alonzo, a sum
mer camp reporter and
Melrose student, said, "It
was hard work, but it paid
off."
The student journal
ists, teachers and VIPS will
be available during the
Aug. 13 reception for inter
views. For more informa
tion, contact Cynda Mort,
journalism coordinator,
Melrose Elementary, 8932175, ext. 3040, or Kath
leen Tobin, journalism co
ordinator, John Hopkins
Middle School, 893-2400.

Afternoon Filled With "Hattitude"
ST. PETERSBURG On Sunday, Aug. 29 from 2
- 4:30 p.m., the YWCA of
Tampa Bay will be holding
an "Afternoon Tea with
Hattitude" at the St.
Petersburg Country Club.
Planned as a family
event, the afternoon will
include a unique Hat Ex
travaganza presented by
the YWCA "PETTALS"
club, a youth leadership
development program spe
cifically for girls.
Proceeds from the Tea
will benefit the Willette
Givens McKinney Memo
rial which supports the
YWCA/USF Family Vil
lage housing program.
Willette served on the
YWCA Board of Directors
and volunteered countless
hours helping homeless
families rebuild their con-

At the YWCA’s last Afternoon Tea, Aurora L.
Jones, owner of Aurora De Borealis Designs, helps
YWCA Trustee member, Sharon K. Jackson, find
the perfect hat.
fidence and self-esteem.
Since
1919,
the
YWCA has been providing
critical programs in the
community dedicated to
the elimination of racism
and the empowerment of
girls and women.
For

more information about the
YWCA or ticket informa
tion for the "Afternoon Tea
with Hattitude," please
contact Judy Wood, Com
munity Relations Office at
(727) 461-2997, ext. 22.
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We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600

There Is A Reason To Read The Weekly Challenger!

3727 CentraL Avenue
LIC. #MM005879

FAX 328-8869
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
Well, I am back in the
saddle again. For how
long, I don’t know. As I
open this, one of my
granddaughters is very ill
in intensive care in a hos
pital in Snellville, Ga. It’s
hard to explain how I feel
about what’s going on in
my life right now. It’s just
shocking.
My
granddaughter
Debbie is a married moth
er of four young children.
She is 41 years old. Ac
cording to a family source
in Georgia, she has pul
monary hypertension in
the lungs and desperately
needs a lung transplant. At
this point in time, I am
praying for a miracle. The
family and I welcome your
prayers.
***

Ellis Thompson

Rufus Thompson
CARD OF THANKS

The family of the late
Ellis and Rufus Thompson
wishes to acknowledge
with deep appreciation the
love, kindness and sympa
thy extended by our rela
tives, friends and associ
ates in our time of bereave
ment. We are most thank
ful to Hospice of the
Florida Suncoast, Mt. Zion
Progressive
Baptist
Church, Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, Sunshine Temple
168, and Creal Funeral
Home for the attentive
service rendered to the
family; the Rev. Don
Gaskin, pastor of New
Philadelphia Community
Church, for his very com
forting eulogy, and dear
friends, relatives, co-work
ers, and acquaintances, for
all acts of kindness shown
to us before, during and
after the illness of our
loved ones. Your legacy of
loving and giving will al
ways be cherished in our
hearts: wife of Ellis
Thompson, Jessie Lee of
Washington, N.C.; Almeta
Thompson, wife of Rufus
Thompson; Bridget T.
Booze, daughter; and Da
vid, son-in-law; and Britt
ney Booze, granddaughter
of Rufus, of St. Petersburg.
From Mabel T. Cooper
and Helen T, Woodard, sis
ters,
many
nephews,

neices, one brother-in-law
Willie Wood, cousins and
friends too numerous to
name, we thank you for
cards, food and seen and
unseen services rendered.
***
BELATED BIRTHDAY
And now, belated
birthday wishes to Helen
T. Woodard, who on July
11 was given a birthday
celebration at her 45th St.
dwelling. Hosting the af
ternoon gathering were her
hubby Willie, their sons,
Ricky, Garra, Daryl and
Larry Woodard, grands
and greatgrands.
The celebration in
cluded a birthday cake,
punch, ice cream, games
and singing the birthday
song. A few close family
members and friends join
ed in the celebration. It
was a happy time for
Helen.
***
ALSO CELEBRATED
Last weekend, Theresa
Mosely had her two sons
and their wives visit her.
Elijah “Bill” Mosely and
his wife Jeanette of Mc
Donough, Ca. came by
way of Daytona and
Haines City, where Bill
attended his class reunion.
They then motored to
Brandon, picked up his
brother, Donald and wife,
Joyce Mosely, drove to our
town, picked up their
mother, and drove back to
Brandon for Joyce’s birth
day celebration, which was
held Aug. 2.
Happy birthday, Joyce.
I hope it was as enjoyable
as the going and coming to
it.
CALIFORNIA
VISITORS
Lula Vinson enjoyed
having her neice, Ethel
Duncan and her daughter,
Myra Duncan of Pasadena,
Ca. visiting her and family
for the past two weeks. In
between showers and thun
derstorms, they were treat
ed with cook-outs, cookins, and going to shopping

centers and flea markets in
Bradenton.
During their visit, they
were entertained by Lula’s
daughter, Edith Anderson
of 18th Ave. S. and a cou
sin, Inez Davis, of Pinellas
Point. In spite of the wea
ther, they enjoyed their trip
here. They were traveling
by rail.
***
CLASS OF 1954
REUNION
Recently, Gibbs High
School Class of 1954 cele
brated their 50th class re
union in our town. Reun
ion headquarters were
Holiday Inn Sunspree and
was held July 16-18. It
started Thursday night
with a get acquainted gettogether at the Moses
Holmes’ Castilla Way S.
abode. The reunion contin
ued with a picnic on Friday
at Maximo Park, and on
Friday night, a get-togeth
er with class members and
guests at the Inn.
Saturday
morning,
their president, Odell
Rogers hosted breakfast
for everyone. In between
breakfast and the banquet
was free time for every
one.
The banquet was held
Saturday night in the ban
quet room where everyone
appeared
beautifully
dressed and ready to have
a ball and enjoy the
scrumptuous spread. The
dynamic speaker was
classmate Moses Holmes.
Classmate Yvonna King
thrilled everyone with her
rendition of, “If I Can
Help Someone Along the
Way. ”

A retrospect, “The
Way We Were,” done by
classmate and Master of
Ceremony Jock Edwards
was comical, rib-tickling,
enjoyed and well-received.
A delicious dinner was
served. On Sunday morn
ing, class members attend
ed service at Bethel Com
munity Baptist Church,
where the Rev. Manuel
Sykes is pastor.
Out of town class
mates attending the re
union were from Phila
delphia, Pa., New Jersey,
California, Texas, Denver,
Co. and other cities in
Florida.
A meeting to make
plans for the next class
reunion will be held Aug.
12 at Moses Holmes shop.
After a successful re
union,
out-of-towners
sailed, flew, and rode off
into the sunset.
Until Next Write Around,
STAYLOOSE!

‘Challenger’ Corespondent
Serves as New Al Downing
Jazz President!--------------------

Hello from Japan

• • •

by Khana Riley
This is me, as happy as
I can be, my LORD Jesus,
made me free, what more
do I need.

Rick Gee has racked up jazz and sports awards over the years!

PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Al Downing Tampa
Bay Jazz Association, Inc.
is proud to announce the
election of its new presi
dent and board chair Rick
Gee.
A resident of the
Tampa Bay area for only a
year and a half, Gee has
already made his impact
on the jazz scene. Since
moving to St. Petersburg
from South Orange, New
Jersey, he has involved
himself with local jazz
organizations throughout
the Tampa Bay area. Soon
after becoming a Board
member in 2003, members
of the board quickly recog
nized that Gee’s enthusi
asm for jazz was conta
gious and inspiring, and
just what the jazz club
needed to move forward to
increase membership and
to promote jazz on the
local scene.
Gee also serves as a
member of The Jazz Club
of Sarasota’s Board of
Directors. For the last two
years, he has chaired the
Club’s very popular "Jazz
On The Water" cruise. In
addition, in March 2004,
Gee added to his list of
jazz accomplishments, his

service as co-chair of the
Club’s very popular out
door event "Jazz In The
Park" held at Phillippi
Estate Park in Sarasota.
And, also during that same
month, Gee co-chaired The
Club’s three-day 24th An
nual Sarasota Jazz Festi
val.
A graduate of Howard
University and the Gradua
te School of Credit and
Financial Management at
Williams College, Wil
liamstown, Mass., Gee
served as Assistant Re
gional Director for Mi
nority Businesses with the
Small Business Admin
istration and retired from
Ciba-Gejgy Corporation as
Credit Administrator. As
an entrepreneur in South
Orange, New Jersey, Rick
Gee was the former presi
dent of Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, Inc. and worked as
a jazz promoter and agent
for many years. In New
Jersey and New York, Rick
was known for presenting
his annual "Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamms." These jam
sessions were hosted for
musicians along the East
Coast, including the New
York, New Jersey, and
Connecticut metropolitan

area, and were considered
to be one of the hottest
events in the state. Gee,
himself, is a jazz flautist
Playing his flute, you can
often find him at the local
clubs "sitting-in with area
jazz groups.
Gee’s love and in
volvement in the world of
jazz, his career in business
and his determination to
reach his goals, highly
qualifies Gee to lead our
local jazz association.
The Al Downing Tam
pa Bay Jazz Association,
Inc. was founded in 1981
by the late St. Petersburg
resident and jazz pianist Al
Downing.The organization
was formed to promote,
preserve and present live
jazz, the original American
musical art form.As a non
profit organization, the
Association presents nu
merous events annually,
including monthly jazz
concerts, education schol
arships, and free jazz con
certs throughout the com
munity.
For information about
the association, call and
leave a message at (727)
866-0085.

Community Outreach Meeting
of the Pinellas County Juvenile
Justice Council------------------------ST. PETERSBURGThe Pinellas County Ju
venile Justice Council is
seeking input from the
community regarding is
sues that affect youth who

are delinquent or at risk of
delinquency. On Thursday,
Aug. 19, the Council will
host a community forum at
the Wildwood Recreation
Center (1000 28th St. S.).

Imagine Yourself as a Teacher..,.
Earn your Master of Arts in Teaching Degree
from National-Louis University

Many people like you are changing careers for a rewarding, indemand job as a teacher in an elementary or middle school classroom.
At National-Louis University, We know that changing careers can be
both exciting and challenging. That’s Why we’ve designed an innova
tive program for people just like you. Here, you can get your initial
teaching certificate in a master’s program designed for working adults
who have a non-teaching bachelor’s degree from a regionally accred
ited institution.

Jackie Newsom, a student in the
NLU Master ofArts in Teaching
Program, puts theory into prac
tice. Students develop and teach
lessons to their classmates and
receive suggestions.

You can make a difference!

For more information,
please contact:
Carol Burg
813.491.6109
cburg@nl.edu
National-Louis University is accredited by the Commission on Institutions of
Higher Education of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, The
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education,
and the Florida Commission for Independent Education.

Other Programs Available:
•
•
•
•
•

Curriculum & Instruction
Educational Leadership
B.S. in Health Care Leadership
B.S. in Management
B.A. Applied Behavioral
Sciences
• Master of Health Services
Administration
• M.S. in Management

The program begins at
6:30 p.m.
The community is
invited to identify prob
lems and offer suggestions
in areas where youth are
impacted by the juvenile
justice system: prevention
programs, law enforce
ment contacts, detention
issues, court process, pro
bation concerns. Profes
sionals in all areas of the
juvenile justice system are
eager for improvement,
and the Council needs to
hear from concerned par
ents, students, business
owners, and anyone else
who can provide informa
tion for change.
For more information,
call (727) 893-1247.

News
Deadline
Is
4 P.M.
Monday

I recently left my third
host family which was
awesome. 1 really had a
good time while I was
there. It was a very big
family, so there was al
ways someone to talk to,
always places to go, and
always things to do. The
thing that I did most of the
time was shop. They have
so many shopping stores
that you would just go
crazy. I bought so many
things that it’s ridiculous.
My family took me to
the best beef place in
Kagawa, which is similar
to a state. They brought put
raw meat, and we have lit
tle grills in front of us to
cook it on. The grills were
made into the tables,
which were very cool. The
scary thing was that we
were sitting on the floor,
and the grill was very hot
and sometimes the fire
would jump, and my hair
almost caught on fire a
couple times. It was inter
esting how they fed the
food to me as well. They
wouldn’t tell me what I
was eating. They would
cook it, but didn’t tell me
what it was in fear that I
wouldn’t eat it. For exam
ple, the first piece of meat
that they served was raw
cow tongue. Yes, Raw
COW TONGUE! I thought
I was just eating meat. So
after I finish and say, man
this tastes kinda good, they
decide to tell me that it was
cow tongue. There was this
look on my face that

would’ve made anybody
laugh. They were all sur
prised and started laughing
because of my reaction. 1
later ate cow shoulder, cow
diaphragm, cow ribs. I did
n’t however, eat cow fat.
Something about that just
didn’t sit too well with me
so I decided not to eat it.
We also went to the
slot machine, not that I
gamble or anything. My
family was going so I
tagged along. The outside
of the building itself made
you feel as if you were in
Las Vegas. The neon,
flashing lights, and the
signs, the flags waving in
the air are all inviting you
in. It was crazy. So I walk
in, and the minute I do, I
inhale this whiff of smoke.
I start choking immediate
ly. I rushed out of there
because the smoke smell
was just too much for me
to handle.
There was also a ty
phoon, which is similar to
a hurricane. It was headed
straight for Kagawa, which
is where I’m staying. With
the glace of GOD, the ty
phoon missed Kagawa, al
though the weather reports
said otherwise. I was hap
py, but also a little disap
pointed,
because
St
Petersburg doesn’t neces
sarily get to experience a
typhoon. But I was glad
that it missed us.
Khana Riley is a seven
teen-year-old City of St.
Petersburg teen ambassador
in Takamatsu, Japan. Over
the next month, she will con
tinue to contribute columns to
the Challenger remarking on
her adventures.

Upcoming Auditions
Held for Ruth Eckerd
Hall’s ‘Chocolate
Nutcracker’ ------------PINELLAS COUNTY
- Now in it’s seventh year
at Clearwater’s Ruth Eck
erd Hall, "The Chocolate
Nutcracker" is a footstomping, hand clapping
treatment of the classic
holiday story. This year’s
performance will take
place Dec. 10-12. Now is
your opportunity to be a
part of it, as auditions are
being held August 14-15.
The ballet’s producers
are seeking a multicultural
cast of dancers, dancer/
actors and gospel singers
ages six and up, all skill
levels. Styles of dance
performed include jazz,
tap, ballet, hip-hop, mod
em and Pointe. Interested
performers need only
attend one location to audi
tion. Audition attire in
cludes leotard, tights, jazz
pants, loose fitting shorts,
and tee shirt, with the
proper dance shoes and
hair securely pulled back.
The first audition takes

place Saturday, Aug. 14 at
John Hopkins Middle
School, 701 16th St. S„ St.
Petersburg.
Beginning
dancer registration is at 9
a.m. and auditions will be
held from 9:30 a.m. to
noon. For intermediate and
advanced, registration is at
12:30 p.m. and auditions
will be frpm 1-4 p.m.
The second audition
occurs Sunday, Aug. 15 at
Ruth Eckerd Hall’s Murray
Studio Theater, located at
1111 McMullen Booth
Road, Clearwater. Begin
ning dancer registration is
at 1 p.m. and auditions will
be held from 1:30-3:30
p.m. For intermediate and
advanced, registration is at
3 p.m. and auditions will
be from 3:30-5:30 p.m.
For more information
on the auditions, contact
Blue Feliu at (727) 7122729.

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Tackling Mental Illness in the
Black Community------------------ —
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG A nationally recognized
psychologist will school
local mental health profes
sionals on how to treat
mental illness in the black
community. Florida State
University
Psychology
Professor Dr. Na’im Akbar
will be the keynote speaker
and trainer at the two-day
event sponsored by the
African American Mental
Health Initiative.
The objective of the
event is to "better connect
Black families to mental
health services and to pro
vide training to our local
mental health providers on
cultural issues” that may
hinder services, said Weed
and Seed Coordinator Janis
Ford.
Dubbed
"African
American Culture and
Mental Health,” the fouryear-old event kicks off on
August 20 with a training
held at the St. Petersburg
College Allstate Center.
The cost of the training,
which offers 5.5 CEUs, is
$30.
Workshop topics in
clude:
• Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder

FSU Psychology Professor Dr. Na’im Akbar
• Self-Care and Well
ness for the Treatment Pro
vider
• Brain disorders,
African Americans and
Open Acess to Medications
Akbar will lead a
workshop on African
Americans and self de
struction and lead a discus
sion titled, "Counseling
African American clients."
On August 21, a com
munity forum will be held
at Sanderlin Elementary
School, 2350 22nd Ave. S.
It is free and open to the

public and features a per
formance by Dundu Dole,
an urban African Ballet
Company.
"Spirituality and Heal
ing” is the topic of a
speech by Akbar, a noted
lecturer, scholar and author
of the latest book, "Papers
in African Psychology.” To
register for the training or
to obtain more information
about the forum, call Janis
Ford at (727) 892-5087 or
LaTina Parker at (727)
892-5088.

St. Petersburg Announces
2004 Midtown Photo Project —
Residents asked to put ‘Feet on the Street9
ST. PETERSBURG As the City of St.
Petersburg redevelops the
historic Midtown district,
The Midtown Arts Com
mittee, led by St. Peters
burg
Deputy
Mayor
Goliath Davis is assisting
Midtown's economic revi
talization and developing
projects aimed at docu
menting the area's rich his
tory.
The Midtown Arts
Committee's Feet on the
Street - the 2004 Midtown
Photo Project is a commu
nity photography project
designed to gather hun
dreds of photos that will
capture a documentary por
trait of Midtown and cele
brate the 5.5-square-mile
area as one of St. Peters-

burg's most vital and excit
ing communities.
"The Midtown Photo
Project is unlike anything
we've ever done before in
our community," said
Davis. "It combines docu
mentary photography, eco
nomic development and
community service in a
project that will mobilize
citizens who see a bright
future in Midtown."
Photographers of all
skill levels - amateurs, stu
dents and professionals are encouraged to spend
Labor Day weekend (Sept.
3-6) taking part in a group
photo shoot in Midtown.
To participate, photogra
phers must register in
advance by contacting
Melissa Christiano at The

Arts Center at (727) 8227872. The photos will be
collected and placed into a
historic exhibit which will
open November 6 and be
displayed at locations
across Midtown.
Midtown encompasses
the area in St. Petersburg
between 4th Street and
34th Street, and 2nd
Avenue North and 30th
Street South. The project
will organize several group
projects as part of the
effort, creating portraits of
Midtown life and its rich
history including local
business, generations of
families, and historic 22nd
Street.
"We expect the photos
from this project will
become a part of a living
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Celebrate
from front page
painted, that's my favorite
part," said Russell who is
starting first grade at
Melrose Elementary.
Delores Badden of Mc
Cabe U.M.C. said the event
is "basically for the com
munity as part of the
church outreach" and is "to
encourage our children as
they return to school to
achieve."
Encouraging children
to achieve in school is im
portant in the Midtown
area where the event oc
curred, because the nega
tive messages these chil
dren receive places them at
great risk for drug abuse at
a young age, event organiz
ers said.
They target youth aged
7-17 and "don't really feel
that's early enough," be
cause youth are exposed to
so much through media
images, video game. Even
what they experience at
school "threatens their
innocence," said Valerie
Haynes, co-chair of youth
ministry and member of the
Drug Free Coalition.
Along with informa
tion on health issues and
drug abuse - specifically
how to avoid drugs - their
main thrust was to "empha
size the importance of edu
cation" to the children, said
Haynes. "Today we're here
to celebrate their return to
school and their educa
tion."
Haynes said this was
only one of many events
the Coalition sponsors
throughout the year. She
said that she believes there
are people looking for a

history of Midtowh and St.
Petersburg," added Davis.
Feet on the Street - the
2004 Midtown Photo
Project will run concurrent
with the annual Taste of
22nd Street festival. Feet
on the Street is sponsored
by the City of St. Peters
burg, Progress Energy, the
Boys and Girls Club, the
St. Petersburg Times, and
the Arts Center.
For more information,
visit the project website at
www.theartscenter.org/feetonthestreet.htm for all the
latest information.

L-R: Rick Atwater, Rick Atwater II (winner of one of the bike give-a-ways), Lena Atwater and
Community Police Officer Jason Landrum
smoke curled skyward
every time the male volun
teer who was cooking
raised the lid on the barrel
shaped metal grill perched
atop twin columns of fourhigh stacked concrete
blocks. A steady line of
hungry participants attract
ed by the smoke stood in
line to feast at tables under
the oak.

way to make good choices
and it is a matter of provid-

ing wholesome opportunities for the community.

the site came through a
grant from the Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay.
The site includes a
video depicting life on the
Resurrection House cam
pus, which affords housing
for up to 19 families in spa
cious, fully furnished
apartments. Other pages on
the site allow visitors to
read the latest Resurrection
House news or to leam
about ways to contribute,
volunteer, or make an
online donation to this pri
vate, nonprofit 501(c)(3)

organization.
Founded as an ecu
menical ministry in 1987,
Resurrection House is
located at 800- llth St. N.,
St. Petersburg. The well
landscaped complex of res
idences, offices, computer
lab, library, chapel, and
children’s
play
area
received the City of St.
Petersburg’s City Beautiful
Award in 2003 for "out
standing achievement in
landscaping,
building
design, and maintenance."
Resurrection House

depot
Buy 2 Binders

GET 2 FREE!
$<
OFFICE DEPOT” BRAND 1 “
ROUND-RING VIEW BINDERS

to store additional documents
• Great for presentations—

uses the same self-suffi
ciency model it promotes
in families and individuals.
The organization accepts
no government funding,
raises its funds from pri
vate sources, and complet
ed construction of the St.
Petersburg facility in 2001
free of all debt.
For more information
on Resurrection House
programs, visit www.floridaresurrectionhouse.com
or call (727)-823-4742.

customize cover/back/spine
White 435-156

OfficeDEPOT.

affects children, how to
understand and respond to
difficult child behavior,
and how to talk with young
relatives about drugs, alco
hol and their parents’ prob
lems. The training will be
conducted by Kim Sum
ner-Mayer, PhD, LMFT of
the Children of Alcoholics
Foundation.
The forum will be held
at the Holiday Inn Select,

3535 Ulmerton Road,
Clearwater from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Childcare is avail
able for children 5 and
younger, but must be
requested when registering
for the forum. Continental
breakfast and lunch will be
provided. To register, con
tact Laura Hagerman at
(727) 550-4250 by August
16.
Family
Resources,

Coupo* Code 19957882*

tfUSa
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» FILE FOLDERS 100-PK
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STM

ip Caregiver Forum: Prevention
Free
is the Key
PINELLAS COUNTY
- Adults caring for chil
dren of a relative are invit
ed to attend a forum on
"Understanding Children
of Substance Abusers and
Next-generation Preven
tion." The free Kinship
Caregiver forum on August
27 is sponsored by Family
Resources, Inc.
Participants will leam
how a parent’s addiction

To the west of the massive
trunk of the live oak tree

In photo at left:
Watson and Valerie
Haynes, Aretha Pope
and William Miller
provided a variety of
health information to
attendees at the backto-school gala. Seated is
Felecia Johnson, from
the Susan B. Roman
Foundation, who pro
vided information on
breast cancer.

Office

Florida Resurrection House Launches
Web Site------------------- ------------------------------ -----ST. PETERSBURG Resurrection House Pre
sident and CEO Cynthia
Sinclair has announced the
launch this week of the
nonprofit group’s web site,
www.floridaresurrectionhouse.com.
The new site reflects
months of visioning and
planning by staff, board
members, and volunteers
supporting the Resurrec
tion House mission: to help
homeless or working poor
families achieve self-suffi
ciency. Funding to create

5

Inc., which operates the
Kinship Care support
groups, is a private, non
profit organization serving
children and families since
1970.
For more information
on Family Resources, visit
www.family-re
sources.org.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY MR. JOHNSON
Blacks Must Sell As Well As Buy, Else Remain A Beggar Race

Charmettes' Charity Gala. Seated L-R: Gwendolyn
Hayes, Florida Sentinel editor; Gussie Livingston,
Fifi Glymph. Standing L-R: Cleveland Johnson,
Terral Dennard, Robert Dawson

Johnson was saluted and recognized by Pye Young.

Johnson married Ethel Burnett in June 1958

Johnson was not only a flashy dresser but also drove flashy cars

August 9., 1927 - lulu
Z

Place of Birth: Thomasville, Georgia \
Parents: The Late Evie Rhodes Johnson

and the Late Cleveland Johnson, Sr.
His memories are cherished by his:
Wife: Ethel L. Johnson of St. Petersburg,
Daughters: Wanda M. Johnson, Varee L.
Johnson and Sakia Johnson, all of St.
Petersburg, FL
Sons: Bennie McCall of Tallahassee, and
Cyrille M. Johnson.of Punta Gorda
Granddaughters:
Traci Mayes
of
Tallahassee, and Keirsten Johnson of St.
Petersburg
Grandson: Tyrone C. Johnson, Jr. (T.J.) of
St. Petersburg
Sisters: Eileen J. Boozy and husband
Johnny of St. Petersburg, Attorney Sylvia J.
Taylor and husband James of Sarasota, and
Irene J. Pridgen of Ft. Lauderdale
Brothers: Ronald Johnson and Karey
Johnson, both of St. Petersburg, and a host of
\ other relatives and friends.
2

Mr.
Cleveland
Johnson,
Jr.,
a
St.
Petersburg native and
graduate of Gibbs High
School, got into publishing
by circumstances of life
rather than by direct
choice. He was a jazz en
thusiast and after high
school attended Julliard
School of Music and the
Boston Conservatory of
Music. Mr. Johnson, called
Jack or Jackie, by his high
school friends, played the
piano himself. His first
love was music, and prior
to entering the newspaper
business, often promoted
shows
from
Tampa,
Florida to Miami, Florida

Johnson with Prince Matt of Zion Hill Mortuary

with big name artists.
Living in Miami for some
time, he owned and operat
ed a jewelry and dress
store in the rind 1960,’s. He
later returned to St.
Petersburg and worked at a
new black newspaper, the
Weekly Challenge, founded
by M. C. Fountain. Mr.
Johnson discovered his tal
ent fqr selling advertise
ment, After Mr. Fountain’s
death, Mr. Johnson put out
his first edition in 1967. He
built a newspaper for Afri
can-American readers with
the power of positive news.
With Mr. Johnson’s new
career came a new name
for the newspaper. Adding

2DD1

an “R,” the Weekly Chal
lenger was bom.
Mr. Johnson, always a
crusader for equality, wrote
editorials on the need for
social change, but with an
approach that emphasized
the positive. In an inter
view in 1992, Mr. Johnson
said, “We show positive
role models and our mis
sion is to uplift the black
community.”
Over his years as a
publisher, Mr. Johnson was
known as “Cleve” to
friends and colleagues and
in the 1970’s he and other
black publishers united to
form the Southeast Black
Publishers
Association.

Johnson with close friends

The newspaper’s paid cir
culation in Clearwater,
Largo, Tampa, Palmetto,
Tarpon Springs, Plant City,
Winter Haven, Bartow,
Lakeland,
Gainesville,
Ocala and St. Petersburg
was estimated at 43,618.
The Weekly Challenger
is best known for its photo
graphic collages of social
events, church and social
club activities. Mr. John
son, always involved in the
community, received a
number of plaques and cer
tificates of appreciation for
his work.on behalf of the
community groups, such as
the Pinellas County School
System, NAACP, Southern

Christian Leadership Con
ference, Sickle Cell Foun
dation, various senior and
youth groups, including lit
tle league baseball. He sup
ported the Ebony Scholars
Motivational
Program,
contributed to a lot of non
profit organizations within
ihe community and gave
personal assistance to
many children and single
mothers.
Ori September 12,
1992, the bay area commu
nity shared with Mr. John
son in the 25th Silver Star
Anniversary celebration of
the Weekly Challenger.
Friends fondly remem
ber Mr. Johnson as a flam-

boyant, stylish dresser,
wearing suits of all colors.
A straight-to-the-point in
dividual, he encouraged a
lot of people to become en
trepreneurs.
Whether remembered
as Jack, Jackie, Cleve or
Me Johnson, he will al
ways be remembered as a
very strong willed, charita
ble individual who had a
benevolent and giving spir
it.

Vicky Lawson and Marilyn Buckner pose with
Johnson.
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RELATIONSHIPS
That Loving
Feeling

by Lloyd Dennis, The Love Doctor
When holidays come
around and families gather
to share gifts, traditional
meals, hugs, kisses and
other displays of together
ness, I often marvel at how
wonderful it would be if
we could have more of
"that loving feeling" all
year long. Do you ever
wonder why such warmth
and family unity occurs
around holidays but seems
to disappear for the rest of
the year? Well, if you are a
regular reader you know
that your Love Doctor
does not make such obser
vations without giving you
the analysis you need to
understand them. Such an
analysis follows:
It's about tradition.
The holiday season is a tra
dition. When we come to
gether over the holidays,
we know that, for the most
part, everyone will play
their expected part. Every
one knows what to expect,
so everyone is comfort
able. Even you folks who
are always "too busy" re
serve time to sit and talk
and eat and laugh with the
old people, kid the teen
agers and maybe even pick
up one or two of the little
toddlers and find out who
had a baby lately.
It's about food. That
slightly overfilled feeling
after a family feast will
make almost anyone relax.
It’s as if a feast causes
everyone to have a better
sense of humor. Some
times, I think that it is the
fact that everyone is too
full to move, so they make
the best of the situation
and entertain themselves at
the table, until they meal
"goes down".
It's about collective
effort. The family meal
and celebration is an effort
of many people. Grandma
makes the gumbo. Nanny
cooks the meat. Aunt
"Dee" stuffed the peppers.
Uncle Lloyd baked the
bread. The teens set the
table. Sister brought the
wine. Actually, almost
everyone who comes to the
family feast brings some
thing: candy, soda, cakes,
pies, salads, etc... It just
feels good to enjoy some
thing together with the
people created it... togeth
er. And since everyone
usually brings what they
do best, the meal is a
gourmet's delight, and the

pride of creation is shared
around the table.
It's about conversa
tion. All too often we for
get that before television
and radio, conversation
was the premier form of
family entertainment. We
probably spend more time
in family conversation
over one family feast than
we do during a couple of
weeks of everyday activi
ties. In our family, the only
television watched is the
football games, but they
tend to be a topic for dis
cussions that continue
loudly over the muffled
ranting of the TV announc
ers.
It's about giving. Ev
eryone at the gathering,
except the youngest of the
young have played Santa
for someone. They have
been generous and now
share the glow of personal
ity that comes from giving.
We feel good about our
selves.
It’s about feeling ap
preciated. As everyone
has given, so has everyone
received. When you re
ceive a gift, you feel appre
ciated. Hey, when my kids
gave me a Flight Simulator
Program for this computer,
I really felt that I was
something special to my
kids. (I had been looking at
the Flight Simulator for
quite some time.)
I realize fully that
some of you new or first
time readers will read the
nice, warm, sensitive and
keenly insightful observa
tions above and think,
"You know, he's right, the
holidays can really be
wonderful." A smile will
come across your face and
you'll have a brief instant
replay of the feelings you
yourself experienced over
the last couple of weeks,
and that's okay.
Of course, there are
those of you, veteran read
ers, who understand that
this column is not here just
to entertain you and make
you feel good ffom time to
time (even though I know
that this is probably the
most entertaining and
uplifting reading you have
done iri quite some time).
You insightful ones, fully
understand that this week,
I have provided you with a
tool which you may use to
bring more joy, warmth
and togetherness to your

own family.
Create traditions, acti
vities that can be anticipat
ed, (anticipation is part of
the pleasure).
Find opportunities to
enjoy good food together.
There is something special
about sharing the sensual
pleasure of fine food.
Have activities in
which everyone has a way
to contribute.
Have times away ffom
television and radio; pic
nics, camping, car trips,
board games can be great.
Get the most out of
birthdays and anniversa
ries, create ceremonies for
gift giving. Put special ef
fort into selecting gifts.
If you decide that you
want more warmth and fun
in your family life, take the
lead. My wife's uncle and
I, on a a whim, decided
one day to have an annual
family picnic. It's called
the "Ben and LD Annual
Fathers Day Family Pic
nic". Its in its ninth year
now and neither Ben nor
myself are actually in
volved in the planning
anymore. We took the
leadership for the first cou
ple of years and got it start
ed. We have a real ball
every year. There are peo
ple who come to that pic
nic that we don't even
know, but they must be
long to somebody's family.
Let me warn you that
its not always easy to start
or maintain a family tradi
tion. Sometimes you have
to plead and beg people to
get something started, es
pecially if you are trying to
get people to try something
new. Sometimes you will
have to bribe and negotiate
to keep things together,
particularly when teen
agers are going through
their phases.
Once, when we were
preparing for one of our
camping weekends, my
teen son said that he didn't
want to go. He figured that
he had outgrown the camp
ing. (Actually, Boo started
this camping stuff. I never
thought sleeping outside
with the bugs would be
fun). Well, the only way
that I got Son #1 to go
cheerfully was to beg. I
told him that my weekend
would be ruined if he was
n't there with me. I asked
him to go as a personal
favor to me. He went. He
had a great time. While
launching the boat togeth
er, he and I concluded that
even after he married, he
would still have to come
on the camping trip. All we
needed was another tent
and some more food. Yeah,
and she (his one day wife)
could help "Boo" with the
cooking.

Make Mine Black

Our Relationship with Others Reveal A Lot About
Our Relationship with Ourselves.

Make mine Black 'cause she has all I need.
No other woman can compare, this is true in deed.
One look at a Black woman can tell a million
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stories.

Celebrating over 25years dj outstanding dental care in our community.

Some of past failures, some of past glories.

Ligon & Ligon (D.D.S., (P.%L

She is physically gifted with nice hips and a

Reginald Ligon D.D.S. & Mendee Ligon D.D.S.

firm behind.

5201 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710
727-321-7880
r.ligon@att.net

Sistas were created with magnificence, that's why
they must shine.
Black women come in different shades,
some light and some dark,

Se Habla Espanol
but no matter the complexion, for they all win

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL $99.00

hearts.

INCLUDES: CLEANING-FULL MOUTH X-RAYS AND A COMPREHENSIVE EXAM.
Why would a Black man want to be down
with any other?
I can think of one reason...he is not a true brotha.
When I see a Black woman I see the meaning

THIS ADVERTISED FEE IS FOR NEW PATIENTS; WITH NO DENTAL INSURANCE.THIS
SPECIAL IS NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 09/30/2004 ***The patient and
any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reim
bursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is preformed as a result
of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced
fee service examination or treatment.***

of true beauty.

NO DENTAL INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM! WE OFFER:

To honor and protect these prized jewels is

The Gentle Dental Plan

the Black man's duty.
Guys of all races want what the Black woman has,
but it takes a Black man to fill up her wine glass.

Our Gentle Dental plan is designed to assist patients in affording quality Dental Care at reason
able prices. This plan is a reduced fee schedule approximately 15% off regular fees and member
ship is good for one year.
Gentle Dental Membership Fees
Single plan $50.00
Family plan (up to 4 members) $150.00
Additional family members $50.00

There are beautiful women of all races,
this is a true fact,
but none are equal to the Sistas,
so make mine Black.

- taken from luvshades.com

♦Complete General and Cosmetic Dentistry
♦Cleaning -Exams - X-rays
♦Crown - Bridges - Bonding- Extractions
♦Full Partial - Dentures
♦Root Canals

♦Non-Surgical Gum Therapy
♦Tooth Whitening
♦Cosmetic Dentistry
♦Emergency Care

WACHOVIA FREE CHECKING

If you like the column,
His Way Works, is a collec
tion in indexed book form and
is available online at www.
lovedirections.com or at
many fine bookstores. Lloyd
Dennis is available as a
speaker; email him at
ld@ lovedirections. com
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VETERAN’S CLAIMS
• No Time Limit For Claims •

• Service - Connected Disability
• Hospital and Outpatient Care • Insurance
• Non Service - Connected Pension
• V.A. Loan $100,000 & Up.
• Powers Of Attorney - Referral
• All Federal Agencies and Private are required by law to have
a Disabled Veterans Affirmation Action Plan
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Tampa, FL
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STATE NEWS
FAMU Coach Admits Rattlers are
Snakebit------------- --------------------------bv Mike Branom
Associated Press Writer
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)
- The Florida A&M
Rattlers are undermanned
and overscheduled.
An NCAA investiga
tion into the school's selfreported 196 violations
could claim scholarships.
The administration's piein-the-sky dreams, now
dead, of jumping to big
leagues created the night
mare of six games against
Division I-A schools this
season.
“We're at our lowest
ebb, as a program, at this
particular time," coach
Billy Joe said at the recent
Florida Sports Writers
Association's college foot
ball media day.
FAMU's troubles be
gan with a former athletic
director's notion that ad
vancing out of the I-AA
ranks was a good idea. Or
did the problems start with
athletic department's one-

FAMU head coach
Billy Joe
man compliance office,
which let paperwork grow
out of control?
Either way, it wasn't
the fault of Joe, his assis
tants or his players. But
they'll be the ones pun
ished.
“We have to accept it,
deal with it and move for
ward," said Joe, whose 234
victories make him the
winningest active coach in
I-AA.
The first step ahead

comes Sept. 4, when
FAMU opens the season at
Illinois. It's common for IAA schools to play out of
their level in return for a
big check. But the situation
grows abnormal over the
next two weeks, with
games at Tulane and Tem
ple.
The wicked stretch to
open the season - plus
games against Virginia
Tech, Horida Atlantic and
Horida International - is
the hangover from an
aborted leap to I-A.
School officials wised
up earlier this year, and the
school will compete as an
I-AA independent this year
before returning to the
Mid-Eastern Athletic Con
ference in 2005.
“The administration, in
their wisdom, make a lot of
great decisions. But that
decision, and the president
will agree, was rather pre
mature," Joe said.
As for the scandalous

eligibility problems, which
affected 12 men's and
women's sports from 1998
to 2003, Joe has no idea
when the punishment will
come or how severe it will
be. He could say only that
“a lot" of players could be
affected.
“When rules aren't fol
lowed properly, you have
to pay the piper," Joe said.
But Joe, in his llth season
leading FAMU, refused to
accept one penalty.
The
conference
stripped the Rattlers of
league titles won in 2000
and 2001. Those champi
onships now go to Hamp
ton - but only on paper, Joe
declared.
Holding out his right
fist for all to see, where a
diamond-studded
lump
sparkled in the light, Joe
said, “I have a MEAC ring
right here, and I'm not giv
ing it back."

Groups Challenge Florida Ban on
Touchscreen Machine Vote Recounts
Simon, executive director
by Brent Kallestad
for ACLU of Florida,
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Ha. adding that democracy de
(AP) - A coalition of elec pends on an open, fair and
tion reform groups asked reliable electoral system.
Election supervisors
an administrative law judge
from
some of the 15 coun
recently to strike a state
rule that prevents counties ties using touchscreens had
using touchscreen voting asked the state if they
machines from conducting would need to go through
manual recounts from the the laborious process of
printing screen images of
machines.
State election officers each ballot during a re
say touchscreen recounts count. That could involve
are not needed since the about half the votes cast in
machines tell each voter if a statewide election - Flori
they're skipping a race, da had about six million
known as an undervote, presidential votes in 2000 and won't let them vote since the touchscreen coun
twice for the same race, ties include the state's most
known as an overvote. The populous.
The Division of Elec
officials also maintain that
the computer systems run tions then ruled that state
ning the machines can be law only requires a recount
trusted to accurately count to determine voters' intent,
the votes as they're cast, and that it is impossible to
and give the final numbers question voter intent with
touchscreen ballots.
when needed.
The state's other 52
But lawyers represent
ing the American Civil Lib counties use optiscan tech
erties Union, Common nology, in which computers
Cause of Horida, People read voters' pencil marks
for the American Way on paper ballots, and would
Foundation and the South be able to do physical
ern Christian Leadership recounts in races where the
Conference said the state margin of victory is less
should require a paper trail than one-half of 1 percent
in case a physical recount of the votes cast.
At the same time the
is needed, as it was in the
2000 presidential race in hearing was being held,
Secretary of State Glenda
Horida.
“I have concern about Hood was conducting a
votes that are cast, but not hands-on demonstration of
recorded," said Howard the two types of voting sys-

terns.
“We want to make sure
that the people of Horida
have the highest level of
confidence in the systems
that are in place," she said.
“We are leaps and bounds
ahead of where we were in
2000 and we are far ahead
of most every other state in
the nation."
Judge Susan B. Kirk
land has 30 days to make
her decision after receiving
the transcript, which is due
back by August 10.
Horida's voting system
has been under a micro
scope since the 2000 deba
cle, when it took five
weeks of hostile legal
maneuvering and a group
of recounts before Republi
can George W. Bush was
declared president on the
strength of a 537 vote ad
vantage over Democrat Al
Gore.
Despite
the
state
spending millions of dol
lars on improvements in
new technology and voter
education, the scrutiny has
remained, thanks in part to
several botched or ques
tioned elections in the past
three years in some parts of
Horida.
Hood's office has also
been the target of other
suits by felons seeking to
have their voting rights
restored.
Last Tuesday's hearing

before a Division of Ad
ministration hearing judge
sought assurances on the
touchscreen systems.
John L. Seibel, presi
dent of TrueBallot, Inc., a
Maryland-based company
that designs and build elec
tions systems and adminis
ters elections, mostly for
labor unions, said the lack
of an audit system makes it
anyone's guess what hap
pened during the voting
process.
“There is no way to
know, period," testified
Seibel, an attorney who
said he has spent 10 years
working with voting ma
chine technology in his
business.
“What the computer is
doing with the data, you
simply have no idea," he
testified, adding it can also
contribute to frustrated vot
ers sometimes leaving
without voting.
Those concerns, Hori
da attorney George Waas
argued, weren't sufficient
to give standing to the
plaintiffs.
“They're not entitled to
a manual recount," he said.
He said the touchscreen
technology provides for the
intent of the voter up front
and informs the voter on
issues or races they did not
cast a vote.

Nation’s Largest Online Virtual
School to Host Open House Events
ORLANDO, Ha. - As
students gear-up for the
2004-2005 school year, the
nation’s oldest , and largest
public virtual school - the
Florida Virtual School
(FLVS) - is inviting par
ents, students and commu
nity members to area
Barnes & Noble stores for
the first-ever FLVS Open
House.
On August 15, from 24 p.m., those interested in
learning more about FLVS
can visit select Barnes &
Noble stores in cities

through Florida to meet
face-to-face with teachers
and school administrators.
Tampa Bay area locations
include the St PetersburgTyrone store (2501 Tyrone
Blvd., St. Petersburg) and
the Dale Mabry bookseller
(213 N. Dale Mabry,
Tampa).
"Although school is al
ways open at FLVS, we
thought many of our par
ents would benefit from
having the opportunity to
meet with us to ask ques
tions about our courses and

students. During the open
houses, FLVS teachers will
answer questions about on
line learning; give an over
view on the school; and
offer tips and guidance to
first-time students to help
them have a successful,
positive experience.
A complete list of se
lect stores is available
online at: http://www.flvs.
net/_students/openhouse/B

online learning," explained
Julie Young, CEO and
president of FLVS. "We are
delighted to be partnering
with Barnes & Noble for
our first state-wide FLVS
open house."
FLVS, an online school
that delivers courses virtu
ally via the Internet, typi
cally communicates with
parents via the phone or
email. Although online
learning allows for one-onone personalized learning,
teachers rarely meet faceto-face with parents and

amesandNoble.htm.

Florida Department of Health
Recognizes August as National
Immunization Awareness Month-------TALLAHASSEE, Ha.
- The Horida Department
of Health (FDOH) joins the
nation in recognizing Au
gust as National Immuniza
tion Awareness Month.
This year’s theme - "Are
You
Up
To
Date?
Vaccinate!" - is designed to
remind people of all ages
that current immunizations
are vital to the health and
welfare of all, including
children. It is particularly
appropriate to remember
this as parents and children
prepare for a new academic
year.
"Floridians should be
aware of the immunization
schedule that is recom
mended for infants, chil-

dren, adolescents and
adults of all ages," says
FDOH Secretary John O.
Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A.,
M.P.H. "Ensuring that we
receive these immuniza
tions is a critical step
toward protecting our
selves and our communi
ties from infectious dis
eases."
The most recent data
available indicates that
82.7 percent of two-yearold children in Horida are
current with the basic
immunization series. By
the time children reach
kindergarten, over 95 per
cent have completed the
immunization series. On
the other hand, only 60 per-

from infectious diseases.
By staying up-to-date on
the recommended vaccina
tions, individuals can pro
tect themselves, their fami
lies, and their communities
from serious or even lifethreatening diseases.
For more information
about National Immuniza
tion Awareness Month,
please visit the FDOH
website at www.doh.state.
fl.us. For details about
available immunizations,
contact your local health
provider or county health
department, or log on to the
Horida Bureau of Immuni
zation website at http://
www.doh. state.fl.us/disease ctrl/immune/.

cent of adults age 65 and
older are immunized for
influenza.
Traditionally, parents
take their children for
"school-immunizations" in
August. This is an ideal
opportunity to make certain
that all of your children are
current with all age-appro
priate immunizations and
that their records are up-todate.
Your health care pro
vider or county health de
partment can review your
child’s records and offer
any necessary updates in
addition to completing the
required school form.
Vaccines are safe and
offer effective protection

Nineteen Inmates Indicted in
Coleman Prison Drug Ring—cific gangs.

brought marijuana to an

COLEMAN, Ha. (AP)

spector General's Office

- Nineteen inmates at the

found 377 grams of mari

The drugs were com

juana and 36 grams of

ing from a variety of ways,

was

Cole said.

months in federal prison.

drug charges in what feder

heroin.
The inmates now face

al

recently

the potential of new prison

ers were mailed to inmates.

described as a distribution

sentences based on the

Recently, a cook at the

ring behind prison bars.

prison plead guilty to con

have

drug charges, from a mini
mum of an additional five

seized nearly $144,000 in

years to as many 80 years if

drugs in the

convicted

Coleman federal peniten
tiary have been indicted on
prosecutors

Investigators

16-month

of

the

new

and heroin trafficking at

charges.
Steve Cole, a spokes

the prison, U.S. Attorney

man for the U.S. Attorney's

Paul Perez said in a state

Office, said those charged

ment issued last week. The

were in the “hierarchy" of

FBI, Bureau of Prisons and

several prison gangs. Cole

Department of Justice In

declined to name the spe-

investigation of marijuana

inmate. Charles West, 36,

Some were

brought in by visitors, oth

sentenced

to

The investigation is
ongoing, Cole said.

spiracy charges that he
Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?

Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.
She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

You

Can Find These Products At These Locations:

TODAY'S HAlR

323-9445
ANGELA'S HAlR SAFARI

323-4840
C & C HAlR DESlGN
447-3090

numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to

BYDEQIQN™
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Carla's HAlR Affa)r
321 -6802

WAVEii

Total Perfection
321-5545
L'orkel's HAlR Design
327-3354
Robert's HAir Salon
866-7070

Za-Lavar's
321-1930
Center Stage Unisex Salon
327-4074
A Precious Touch
321-8146
Meme's BeAuty
322-1712

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
- Hillary Williams

15

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581
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NATIONAL NEWS
Tom Joyner Wakes Up Black
America----------------- --------------------

THIS WEEK IN
BLACK HISTORY

Voter hotline receives over 3.000 requests in firstfour
hours of operation
WASHINGTON, DC-Surpassing all expecta
tions, over 3000 people
called to register to vote
during the launch of the
Unity ’04 Voter Empower
ment Hotline (1-866-316VOTE) on the "Tom Joy
ner Morning Show" last
week.
"We re determined to
get people registered to
vote," said Joyner, host of
the number one urban for
matted radio show in the
country. "We want to make
it as easy as possible for
our community to register,
and this hotline simplifies
the process," adds the
hardest working man in
radio.
A partnership between
the "Tom Joyner Morning
Show" and the Unity ’04
Voter Empowerment Cam
paign, the toll-free hotline
provides trained operators
who complete the registra
tion form over the phone
and forward the form to the
caller with a postage paid
envelope addressed to the
election office for the
applicants
hometown.
Callers receive a follow-up
call reminding them to
mail their forms and vote
on Election Day.
"Tom Joyner is an
American Institution," said
Thomas W. Dortch, presi
dent, 100 Black Men of
America and co-chair of
the Unity ’04 Campaign.
"He speaks to over eight
million people every
morning, clearly this part
nership will have a major
impact on Black voter
turnout in November."
The hotline bolsters
the aggressive on-theground efforts of the Unity

“Roots” author, Alex Haley
August 5

• Edwin Moses wins gold medal in
Olympics track & field, 1984
• Evelyn Ashford wins gold medal in
Olympics track & field, 1984

August 6

• President Lyndon Johnson signs
Voting Rights Bill, 1965

August 7

• Ralph J. Bunche, diplomat and first
Black winner of Nobel Peace Prize,
bom, 1904

August 8

• Matthew A. Henson, explorer and
first to reach the North Pole, bom,
1865

August 9

• Jesse Owens wins four Olympic gold
medals in Berlin, 1936

August 10

• Ira Aldridge, actor, dies, 1867
• Clarence C. White, composer and
violinist, dies, 1880

August 11

• J. Rosamond Johnson, actor and co
composer of "Lift Every Voice And
Sing," bom, 1873
•Alex Haley, author of Roots, bom,
1921
• Watts Riots begin, 1965

“The clever
mind observes. The
pure heart serves.”
- Sri Chinmoy

Popular radio show host
Tom Joyner
’04 Campaign to register
new voters, educate them
on the issues, and make
sure each vote is counted
on
Election
Day.
Canvassers are disseminat
ing materials explaining
voters’ rights at the polls,
urging people to verify
their names on the voting
lists, and providing infor
mation on the Unity ’04
Election Protection team
for people having prob
lems registering or voting
in the primaries.
Patricia Ford, National
Executive Campaign Man
ager, Unity ’04 Campaign,
comments, "With Tom
Joyner on the air and 150
organizations meeting peo
ple where they live, work,
play, and pray, all of Black
America will hear our mes
sage. RVV - register, veri
fy, and vote."
"It’s
empowerment
time for Black America,"
adds Marc H. Morial, pres
ident National Urban
League and Unity ’04 cochair. " The overwhelming
response to Tom Joyner’s
call to action puts the
country on notice that the

Black
community
is
preparing to turn out in
record
numbers
on
November 2."
The hotline is an out
growth of a year-long part
nership with the Unity ‘04
Campaign and REACH
Media. Founded by radio
personality, philanthropist
and entrepreneur Tom
Joyner, REACH Media is a
multi-media
company
formed as the parent com
pany of The Tom Joyner
Morning Show and several
other businesses that target
African-Americans
through radio, television,
event production and the
its website, BlackAmerica
Web;
Convened by the Na
tional Coalition on Black
Civic Participation, the
Unity ’04 Campaign is a
non-partisan initiative har
nessing the power of over
150 influential black
organizations determined
to increase black voter
turnout and make sure each
vote is counted on Election
Day. Participating Organi
zations have longstanding
relationships and credibili
ty in the Black community
including the Lawyers
Committee
for Civil
Rights
Under
Law,
UniverSoul Circus, BET,
Black
Youth
Vote!,
National Newspaper Pub
lishers Association/B lack
PressUSA.com, and the
National
Pan-Hellenic
Council of Presidents, an
organization that unites
nine Greek fraternities and
sororities.
For more infoimation
on Unity
’04
visit
www.unity04.nef, or 1866-316-VOTE (8683).

Mike Tyson’s Turbulent Boxing
Career May Be Bankrupt-----------LOUISVILLE,
Ky.
(AP) - Mike Tyson, once
the most feared fighter in
the world, was knocked out
in the fourth round by jour
neyman Danny Williams in
a defeat that could end his
turbulent career.
The shock defeat to the
Briton leaves many won
dering if this is the end of
the line for Tyson as this
was supposed to be the first
fight in a quest to regain a
title and get him out of
debt.
Now his advisors are
for the first time talking
openly about possible
retirement.
Asked last Friday if
retirement might be the
best option, Tyson's trainer
Freddie Roche replied:
"Definitely a possibility. I
am going to see how he
feels. I am not going to lie
to him. I am going to tell
him the truth. We did the
right things. There were
some good things, but do
they outweigh the bad
things, maybe not."
It was one of the big
gest upsets in recent boxing
memory and brought back
memories of Tyson's dev
astating loss 14 years ago
to Buster Douglas.
Tyson was exposed as
an overweight,
aging
boxer, looking for quick
knockouts and easy pay
days.
Even the revelation
that he had strained a knee
early in the fight failed to
soften the shock of the

Mike Tyson
defeat.
"I'm not sure where we
are going to go from here,"
Roche said. "He's 38 years
old.
"We are going to sit
down and haye a real seri
ous conversation about his
future ... what direction
Mike wants to go.
"I care about Mike and
I don't Want to see him get
hurt."
This was not just
another loss for Tyson. The
fight against 31-year-old
Williams was supposed to
be part of a bigger plan that
would pull Tyson out of
massive debt.
Tyson filed for bank
ruptcy in 2003 having lost
nearly 300 million dollars
in boxing purses and
endorsements.
Tyson earned eight
million dollars for Friday's
bout, but most of it will go
toward satisfying his credi
tors.
In June, Tyson agreed
to settle a 100 million dol
lar lawsuit with promoter
Dori King. That same

month, Tyson and his
lawyers came up with a
complicated seven-fight
scheme to pay off the debt.
Promoter Bob Arum
was also in talks with
Tyson on a three-fight deal
worth 80 million dollars.
But that plan appeared to
hinge on a victory over
Williams.
Tyson's people were
hoping that Iron Mike
could shake off ring rust
after a 17-month hiatus. He
would then have his pick of
what is considered a weak
heavyweight division.
There are currently
four heavyweight world
champions, but none that
even remotely strike fear in
the heart like Tyson did in
his prime.
Tyson is still the one
fighter everyone knows.
And he has the drawing
power as evidenced by the
5,000 people that showed
up at a Louisville shopping
mall last week to watch
him train.
So Tyson's future
grows, even murkier. Will
boxing fans still pay money
to see him fight after being
embarrassed by a journey
man boxer like Williams?
After being knocked
down two minutes, 51 sec
onds into the fourth round,
Tyson wasn't even able to
take advantage of a long
count from referee Dennis
Alfred, He looked like a
done fighter.

Grant to Help HBCUs Improve
Management, Campus Operations
Programs to share $1 million award
The National Associa
tion for Equal Opportunity
in
Higher
Education
(NAFEO), the United Ne
gro College Fund Special
Programs Corporation, and
Hampton University have
been awarded $1 million
for a new collaboration to
improve fiscal manage
ment, campus operations
and professional develop
ment at the nation's His
torically Black Colleges
and Universities, U.S. Sec
retary of Education Rod
Paige has announced.
"Historically black col
leges and universities are a
rich and important tradition
in our couniiy, and their
proven success in graduat
ing African American stu
dents makes these institu
tions essential to the
nation's economy and our
higher education system,"
Paige said. "This grant will
help these vital academic
institutions meet new chal
lenges to ensure their
future."
HBCUs currently grad
uate 30 percent of African
American students who
receive degrees annually
and serve a disproportion-

U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige
ate population of economi
cally disadvantaged stu
dents. HBCUs enroll ap
proximately 400,000 stu
dents, or 16 percent of
African American college
students.
During the past decade,
a number of HBCUs have
experienced financial diffi
culties, including the addi
tional challenge of manag
ing millions of dollars in
federal student aid. This
grant will provide training
in the areas of financial
management, planning and

evaluation for operations
and academic programs,
and professional develop
ment for executive leader
ship and staff. The grant is
part of the Department's
Fund for the Improvement
of Postsecondary Educa
tion.
Founded in 1969,
NAFEO is a non-profit
organization representing
118 black colleges and uni
versities; UNCFSP is a
spin-off corporation of the
nation's largest and oldest
minority higher education

assistance Organization, the
United Negro College
Fund; and, founded in
1868, Hampton University
in Hampton, Va., is widely
recognized for its academic
programs.
"As a graduate of an
HBCU, I understand and
appreciate the essential role
these institutions play, in
offering equal educational
opportunities fof African
Americans," Paige said.
"President Bush and I share
a commitment to enhanc
ing and strengthening
HBCUs now and into the
future for the benefit of the
students and communities
they serve so well."
President Bush's 2005
budget request includes
$419 million-an $18.8 mil
lion or 4.7 percent in
crease-to assist higher edu-

cation institutions with a
large proportion of minori
ty and economically disad
vantaged students, includ
ing Historically Black
Colleges and Universities
arid Historically Black
Graduate Institutions, The
president also has proposed
$96 million-a $1.9 million
rnciease-to maintain sup
port for institutions that
serve large percentages of
Hispanic students; $104
million to develop expert
ise in foreign languages
and international studies,
which will help meet the
nation's security and eco
nomic needs; and $833
million for additional edu
cational outreach and sup
port services to disadvan
taged students.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Trinidad’s Government Retakes Control
of Struggling BWIA Airline —

Castro Slams Bush’s Fast Drinking at
Annual Revolution Day Event

bv Michael Smith

Trade Minister Ken Valley

exchanging debt for shares,

ernment stepped in to assist

Associated Press Writer

said.
The government hopes

but not enough did, allow
ing the government to sub

when a leasing company
seized two of BWIA's jets

to come up with a plan to
make BWIA profitable,

stantially increase its stake.
Trinidad's government has

and the airline was nearing

then return to being a

bailed out BWIA repeated
ly since the drop in travel

of about $100 million.
In recent months, the

ers that followed the Sept.

government has begun sub

cifics of the recovery plan,

11 attacks in the United

sidizing new BWIA flights

porary.
BWIA was govern

but said he believed unnec
essary spending in recent

States.
The company laid off a

to Cuba, Costa Rica and the

ment-owned before it was

years contributed to the air

quarter of its 2,400 workers

privatized in 1995. The

line's decline.

in early 2003 in an attempt

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad (AP) - Trinidad's
government has retaken
control of struggling airline
BWIA, but the country's
trade minister said the
arrangement was only tem

control by

to recover, but it has con

own a 33.5 percent stake in

underwriting a $30 million

tinued to struggle, record

BWIA until two weeks ago,

debt-for-equity swap. Pri

ing $23 million in losses

when it increased its share

vate

to more than 75 percent,

asked to participate in

last year.
Also last year, the gov-

government continued to

The rivalry between Bush and Castro heats up
book. “But gradually,
by Vanessa Arrington
drinking began to compete
Associated Press Writer
SANTA
CLARA, with my energy. I'd be a
Cuba (AP) - Fidel Castro's step slower getting up. My
ongoing battle with U.S. daily runs seemed harder
President George W. Bush after a few too many drinks
turned personal as the the night before."
Bush said a spiritual
Cuban president brought
up his American nemesis' awakening prompted his
decision to quit.
past drinking habits.
Castro began last
Summarizing
argu
ments made in Justin A. week’s 1 1/2-hour speech
Frank's book, “Bush on the by disputing Bush's recent
Couch: Inside the Mind of charges about sex tourism
the President," Castro said on the island.
Castro said the claims
Bush
apparently
had
replaced his drinking with were false, and show that
what the White House con
religious fundamentalism.
“He depends on reh siders to be the truth about
gion as a defense mecha Cuba is "that which the
nism, substituting thought," president makes up in his
said Castro, paraphrasing head, whether it corre
from the book by the sponds to reality or not."
“There are many in the
Washington, D.C.-based
world
who know very little
psychoanalyst and profes
sor of psychiatry during the about the Cuban revolu
island's Revolution Day tion, and could fall prey to
celebration in the central the lies diffused by the
city of Santa Clara. “In United States," Castro said.
some ways, he doesn't even But he said those who
know Cuba have witnessed
have to think."
In an autobiography the benefits for children,
written when he was Texas such as universal education
governor, Bush wrote and health care.
During a speech in
about swearing off alcohol
Tampa, Florida, last month,
in 1986, when he was 40.
“I am a person who enjoys Bush accused Castro of
life, and for, years, I exploiting Cuba's children
enjoyed having a few by encouraging a sexdrinks," Bush wrote in the tourism industry designed

to attract U.S. dollars to the
impoverished nation.
“The regime in Hava
na, already one of the worst
violators of human rights in
the world, is adding to its
crimes. Castro welcomes
sex tourism," Bush said at
the July 16 conference on
human trafficking - forced
labor, sex and military
service.
Bush says Castro has
turned Cuba into a major
destination for sex tourism,
which is “a vital source of
hard currency to keep his
corrupt government afloat."
Although prostitution does
exist on the island, it is
unorganized and has been
far less visible since Castro
launched a massive crack
down on street crime in
early 1999.
On the day of Castro’s
speech, Communist Party
faithful gathered for the
speech in this provincial
capital, where red, white
and blue Cuban flags hung
from the sides of buildings
in observance of the is
land's Revolution Day. The
celebration marks the 51st
anniversary of the failed
July 26, 1953, attack on a
military barracks that
launched the Cuban revolu

“With the heroism of
always," declared a banner
hanging over a street in this
city about 200 kilometers
(about 125 miles) east of
Havana.
The top leaders of
Cuba's ruling Communist
Party were among about
1,000 people attending the
annual event in Santa
Clara, home to a major
monument housing the re
mains of revolutionary icon
Ernesto “Che" Guevara.
About 30,000 people
originally had been sched
uled to attend the event
outside, but it was moved
inside due to threat of rain.
The event was also broad
cast live on Cuba's staterun television and radio.
Castro's annual Revo
lution Day speech is con
sidered among his most
important. Communist lea
ders, who consider July 26
Cuba's true independence
day, do not recognize the
May 20 holiday celebrated
by anti-Castro Cuban ex
iles to mark the island's
break ffom Spain in 1898.
Castro, who turns 78
this month, has been in
power for 45 years, making
him the world's longest rul
ing head of government.

minority shareholder. Val
ley declined to give spe

It took

shareholders

were

bankruptcy with total debt

Dominican Republic.
BWIA operates flights
to Miami, New York,
Washington and 19 other
destinations
in
the
Caribbean, Canada, South
America and England.

Caribbean Leaders Will Soon Rule on
Haiti----------------------------------------- ----------new elections next year and
uphold justice, indicating

tary-General Edwin Car

emment of Prime Minister

rington said, declining oth

Gerard Latortue, including

the way had been cleared
for restoring ties.

er details.
Prime Ministers Keith

new elections and prose
cuting known criminals in

But friction still exists
between some members

Mitchell of Grenada and
Baldwin Spencer of An

armed factions of all politi

whether to restore full

who question the legitima

tigua and Barbuda were

cal camps.
Some critics say the

diplomatic ties with Haiti,

cy of the interim govern

joined in the talks by

interim government should

officials said.
Leaders in the

ment and believe Aristide

President Ronald Venetiaan

15-

was forcibly removed from

of Suriname, the foreign

do more to crack down on
rebels who remain armed

member Caribbean Com

ministers of Barbados and

and control parts of the

munity recently met in

power.
Those attending Gre

Trinidad and other offi

country despite the pres

Grenada,

they

nada's closed-door meeting

cials.

ence of U.N. peacekeepers.

would announce their deci

on July 28 heard a report

Aristide has accused

sion on Aug. 16. Relations

from the foreign ministers

the United States of coop

promised

bv Loren Brown
Associated Press Writer
ST. GEORGE'S, Gre
nada (AP) - Caribbean
leaders will make a final
decision this month on

saying

Haitian

officials

have

parliamentary

who concluded their visit
July 14. They were expect

erating with the rebels and

and presidential elections

kidnapping him, an allega

ed to make a recommenda
tion to other Caribbean
leaders who were not pres

tion the United States has
denied.
The Caribbean Com

ent.
reached

munity has called for an
investigation, and the Or

next year.
Haiti, with some 8 mil
lion people, is the poorest
country in the Americas
and
the
Caribbean

Jamaica offered temporary

some conclusion on those

ganization of American

refuge to Aristide.
Five foreign ministers

recommendations and we

States has agreed to look

will be formulating our

into the circumstances of

writer Bert Wilkinson, in

from the region visited

position ... to pass on to the

Aristide's departure.

Guyana, contributed to this

Haiti earlier this month and

heads (of government) for

The bloc has laid out

said they were satisfied

their endorsement," Carib

several conditions for rec

with Haiti's pledges to hold

bean Community Secre

ognizing the interim gov

between the 15-member
bloc and Haiti collapsed
when a U.S.-backed gov
ernment took over after
rebels ousted Haitian
President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide on Feb. 29, and

“We

have

Community's most popu
lous.
Associated

Press

report.

“Question everything. Every stripe, every star, every word
spoken. Everything.”

- author Ernest J. Gaines

tion.

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

Lauderdale, Gary (Cynthia)

(Beverly) Stewart, Sr.; her

Givens,

Boyd, John Boyd, James Boyd,

mother, Rose Lee Payne; one

Qawiyyi Jr., Kieanna Thurman,

all of St. Petersburg, and

sister,

(Rufus)

Tony Pettiford, Deshannon

Burdis

Boyd,

Thomas; one brother, Charles

Givens and Jeffica Cotton; 17

Orlando; four aunts; one great

Payne, Sr.; 13 grandchildren,

great grandchildren; her dear

aunt;

Ife

Fela

friend, Norman Jones; and sev

Miles,

eral nieces, nephews and other

(Lenise)
and

several

nieces,

Barbara

Ami

nephews, cousins, other rela

Blackshear,

tives

Nairobi

and

friends.

Smith

Funeral Home, St. Petersburg.

Davis,
Kya

Blackshear,

Shree

Givens, Barri Boyd, Ashley

relatives.

Shara

McRae

Givens,

"It's all taken care of"

PRAYER
HELPS

Funeral

Home, St. Petersburg.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
BOYD,

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and

VERNON

EUGENE, 39, died July 24,
2004. Survivors include one
daughter, Alkeadra L. Barber,
St. Petersburg; his mother and
stepfather, Inez and Martin

■w

Dempsey, Jr., St. Petersburg;

BRINKLEY, MARY P.

two sisters, Maggie Troy,

“AMI,” 67, died July 22,2004.

Orlando, and Natalie Faye

Survivors include four chil

Wright

dren, Janice Givens, LaRonna

Cunningham,

Petersburg;
Walter

five

St.

brothers,

Sheffield,

Ft.

(James)

McMiller,

Stewart and

Ahmi

son Qawiyyi

ggi)

Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

(727) 895-6005

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South » St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church----------------------"God is our refuge and
strength, a very present
help in trouble." - Psalms
46:1

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church-------

road again, fellowship
with St. James A.M.E.

Metropolitan

and enthusiastic approach

Baptist Church extends an

Church, Palmetto.

invitation to join us in the
celebration, cultivation and

to all aspects of woman
hood. Presenters for this

• August 13 - Back to

Bethel

A Family Affair----------

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church-----

Judgment Day

Baptist Church will cele
brate its 2004 Dual Day

the Battle?" Please come
and share these special
occasions with Galilee.

by Michel Bryant
Every day, I am like a

My verdict is in. I ren
der my judgment in favor

judge in a courtroom. On

of God on all accounts. So

unique assemblage will

beginning Saturday, Aug.

Margaret

Ira

the one side of me I hear

14. The youth program

the Word of God, and on

when you see me acting as
though I have an unstop

the other I hear the BS (bad

pable power to change this

Galilee

Missionary

Fussell,

The Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church family, under the

school night, sponsored

communication

His

include the Rev. Pat Clark,

by the Board of Christian

Word. Our doors are open

International Church With

begins at 6 p.m., and the

Harris and Joe Wright are
the chairpersons.

leadership of Pastor Clar

Education, 6:30 p.m. We

for both 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.

out Walls; Evangelist Aya

guest speaker will be Min

Other events for Gali

stuff) that is spoken by the

world, you can now under

ence A. Williams, wel

need your help! Request

ko Watkins, Victory Chris

ister Carlos Lovett, an

ing everyone to get on

associate minister at Mt.

fearful and ungodly.
Where the Word of

from. I am simply execut

board

providing

and Prayer Meeting and

tian Center; Pastor Brenda
Fruster, Without Walls In

lee include the following:
• The church is pro

stand where I am coming

comes your presence this
Sunday for worship ser

services on Sunday, Sun
day School at 9:30 a.m.

Pilgrim Missionary Baptist

grammed for service at

God says, "With God all

ing judgment according tq

vices. We are always happy

Bible Study on Wednesday

ternational Church; Diane

Church.

Grand Central Progressive

things are possible," the

to receive guests at any of

school supplies to bless
each of our children. See

at 6:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. The

Hughes, Mt. Pilgrim Mis

On Sunday, Aug. 15 at

Missionary Baptist Church

fearful and ungodly say,

what I believe to be true.
What are you hearing?

our services. The teachings

Donna Butler for details.

#2 Ushers, Angelic Choir

sionary Baptist Church;

10:50 a.m., the women will

on Aug. 9 at 7:30 p.m.

"All things, but this and

and Youth Choir will serve

and the keynote speaker,

on Sunday.
The Christian Educa
tion Department is vigor

Dr. Gloria Holmes, Bethel

be in charge of the program
when the guest speaker

of the Word, songs of

by

• We encourage one

praise and worship and the

and all to start making

inspiring messages will

preparations

help you along this spiritu

"Harvest

al journey as your faith and

Several events have been
planned for the upcoming

understanding increase.
Join us as we endeavor
to leam more of God’s
Word and strive to be more
Christ-like. Our early
morning services begin at

for

Day

our

2004."

months. Our prayer is
that we make this cele
bration a success!
• Stay tuned for: First

7:30 a.m., followed by

Adam and Eve Cook-Off,
Aug. 22; Harvest Ban

Church School at 9:30 a.m.

quet at the Renaissance

Make plans to join us as we

Vinoy, Sept. 10. We will

share the Word.
At 11 a.m., we’ll par

culminate this effort with
two dynamic worship

ticipate in contemporary

services on Sept. 19 at

worship. Join us as we lift
high the name of Jesus.

7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Let’s come together for a

The Inspirational Choir

"Blessed Harvest Day

will render songs through

Celebration" 2004!

out the day. Come give

Looking for a church
home? We extend an invi

glory

and

praise

to

of

picnic will be held on Aug.

that."
God says, "No weapon

21 at 10 a.m., at Ft. DeSoto

formed against me shall

uation. The Word of God

see. The ministry is expect

will be Marsha Tarver of
St. John Missionary Bap

Park, Shelter #9.

prosper," the fearful and

says, "You can overcome

ously completing plans for

ing over 300 women open

tist Church in Clearwater.

• Union #1 will con

ungodly say, "Watch the

it." The fearful and ungod

their upcoming Women’s
Seminar on Saturday, Aug.

to receiving God’s purpose
in their lives. For addition

At 3:30 p.m., the men will

vene Aug. 24—28 at Mt.

be in charge, and the guest

Moriah Missionary Baptist

pohce."
God also says that I am

21 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

al information and registra

Church. The Rev. Robert

Their theme, "Women of
Grace at the Well with a

tion information please call

speaker will be the Rev.
Henry J. Lyons of Lake

Ward is the pastor.

The

to "love my enemies and
do them good." The fearful

(727) 327-0554.

land. The program theme

Rev. Earnest Jones is the

and ungodly, "We must kill

the BS spoken by the fear

is, "Are you Dressed for

congress president.

our enemies to have world

ful and ungodly?

Baptist Church, Tallahas

Purpose," promises to give

Pastor Carlos L. Senior

unique worship experi

Jerome and Kisha Jordan

Bible Study starts at 7:15

and the New Hope Church
family would like to thank

ence.
On Aug. 8, all roads

and the members of City of
Refuge Christian Church

p.m.
• Women’s meeting -

the St. Petersburg commu

of Clearwater, formerly

Women of Faith meet

nity for a tremendous par

lead to New Hope, where
the presence of the Lord is

known as Water of Life

every second Saturday at

ticipation in the J. L. Fen
nell back-to-school com

here! Our morning begins
with a powerful word in

Christian Church, we
invite you to fellowship

munity health fair.

God

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.

with us at any one of our

11:00 a.m.
• Men’s meeting
Men of Honor meet every

services.
Our service times are

A spirit-filled devotion be

as a church, share the love

clude:
• Monday

of God. We’d love to have

dant blessings upon this
divine event. So many
lives were touched during

gins at 10:15 a.m. with the
melodious voices of the

Study, 6 p.m.
• Wednesday - Early
morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11
a.m.; Men’s Bible Study.
Upcoming events:

Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

• August 8 - On the

Friendship
Missionary Baptist
Church------------------

this effort.
New Hope’sAppetizer
Theatre presents "The
Southside Story (We Fall

deacons and congregation
ringing with songs and
prayers.
The Male Chorus will

Down, But We Get Up)" on

minister in praise and wor
ship beginning at 10:30

Aug. 13 at 7 p.m. Admis

a.m., under the direction of

sion is free. This gospel
stage play is the story of a

minister of music Tony
Young, accompanied by

17-year-old high school

Vemard McKenney and

student growing up on the

percussionist

Southside streets of St.
Petersburg. The perform

Childs.
The

message

from

dent in charge. A second

ers include the drama team,

heaven will be brought to

Sr., and First Lady Evans,

church service is held at

spiritual dancers, rappers

us by our dynamic pastor.

along with the Friendship

and singers of New Hope

Remember, Jesus is the

Baptist

10:30 a.m.
On Sunday, Aug. 8 the

Baptist Chufch. The pub

answer

Church, cordially invite

pastor's aid ministry will

lic is cordially invited to

today!

you to attend worship ser

be celebrating an anniver

come and join us in this

vices with us at 3300 - 3lst

sary. Please contact the

St. S. each Sunday. We also

church office for details at

invite you to all church-

(727) 906-8300 or visit our

related functions in the up

website at www.fmbcthe-

coming week.
The first church serv

ship.org.
We express

ice begins at 7:45 a.m. with

condolences for all fami

devotion being led by the

lies that have lost a loved

Deacons

one this past week. May

Ministry.

The

Male Chorus will sing, and
second Sunday ushers will

for

as follow:
• Sunday School - 9:30
a.m.
, •. Morning Gloty 10:45 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
• Sunday morning wor
ship service at 11:00 a.m.

the

world

GOD ANSWERS
KNEE MAIL!

Bishop Academy II

a.m.
For additional infor
mation, call (727) 5400988 or email CORCCCW@YAHOO.COM.
A place where you can
experience the breath of
God that giveth life!

ment and supplies, as a

Philadelphia

“reasonable offering” to

Community Church are

God. This Christian family

“resting” in the favor of

also gives thanks to mem

God’s abundant mercy and

bers

care. “It is,” as one mem

extraordinary

ber of church family states,
“like Thanksgiving in

donations to the cause of

and

New

who

have

made

monetary

August.” Both church and

God.
On Sunday, pastor will

school family are grateful

continue his sermon series

to God for the miraculous

on the impossibility of

blessings received in early

God’s purposes ever being

August.

thwarted as perceived by

Church
sincere

fourth Saturday at 11:00

Thanksgiving in
August at Academy
and Church------------

Marcus

Pastor John A. Evans,

Missionary

ly say, "the Bible is just a
religious view."
Will you believe God’s
Word, or will you believe

peace and freedom."

truly showered His abun

you!
Thought for the week:
"When you’re down to
nothing, remember - God is
up to something"

your most troublesome sit

City of Refuge
New Hope Missionary Christian Church
Trinity Presbyterian
Baptist Church---------• Our Wednesday night
On behalf of Pastors
Church--------------------

tation to you to join us. We,

Bible

• The church's annual

this seminar an innovative

almighty God!
Other ministries in
-

More importantly, whom
do you believe? Think of

and

school

Job in the forty-second

express Christian commen

chapter.

dations

urged to be present and

for

the

many

prayers offered, volunteers

Members

are

"Great is the Lord and

to the community to attend

most worthy of Praise."

and share in any of our

Psalm 48:1
Trinity continues to

services.
Our pastor and congre

grow and glow under the

gation will welcome you

new leadership of Dr. Leon

with open arms. Psalms

Bracey. A very warm and
inspiring message was

113:1 reads, "Praise ye the

given on Sunday by Pastor
Bracey entitled "A-B-C's
of the Gospel." The musically-talented choir contin
ues to enrich the congrega
tion and members with
their melodious songs and
singing each Sunday.
The liturgist, Elder

Lord, Praise, O ye servants
of the Lord, praise the
name of the Lord."
Our services include
the following activities:
Prayer Hour, Sundays at 9
a.m.; Sunday School,
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.;
Midday

Bible

Study,

Carolyn Ferguson, inspired

Wednesdays at 11 a.m.;
Evening Bible Study,

the congregation as she

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

shared spiritual medita
tions with us for the week.

For additional infor
mation, please call the

An open invitation is given

church at (727) 327-8560.

Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart
and lean not unto
thine own under
standing.

prompt in attendance.

who donated labor, equip-

God be forever with you.
All

other

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church------------------- ---------

pertinent

serve. Pastor Evans will

church news can be found

render the message from

on our website or in the

God.
Church Sunday School

church

bulletins

each

The Mt. Zion Youth

to enroll for the next class,

ing about or coping with

diploma, earn your GED

Ministry presents, "Back-

contact the church office at

substance abuse, please

and earn an opportunity to

begins at 9:30 a.m., with

Sunday.
Have a Jesus-filled

to-School Jam 2004," on

(727) 894-4311.

contact A.J. Murphy at

be selected to win a free

the Assistant Superinten-

week!!!

Aug. 14 from 10 a.m.-3

Do you or someone

(727) 481-2609.

computer. For further in

p.m. Entertainment will in

you know have a drug or

Mt. Zion Human Ser

formation, please contact

clude mime performances,

alcohol problem? It’s time

vices, Inc. provides after

George B. Smith at (727)

a live DJ, health fair, sports

to make a change, and we

school training and tutoring

and games, back to school

can help. Call today to

services for youth ages 14-

894-4311, ext. 302.
The Children

supplies, food and lots of

begin your free "Confiden

18

Youth

Youth Ministries need your

fun. All activities will be

tial Recovery," on Fridays

Opportunity Center. The

donations of school sup

held at the church.

at 7 p.m. at the Kings Kid’s

program offers an opportu

plies. Please contact the

Crown Financial Min

Academy Building, 950 -

nity

your

church office or place any

istry: Teaching God’s peo

20th St. S. If you, a family

grades, on-line practice for

donations in the boxes

ple His financial principals.

member or someone you

the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,

located in the church lobby.

For more information and

know is interested in leam-

earn your high

Women’s
Empowerment
Conference Scheduled
for Aug. 27 and 28-----Bethel A.M.E. Church

service on Friday night

will be the site for a
Women's Empowerment

opens the conference. Sat

Conference the last week

sessions for women of all

end of August. The theme,

ages and high school girls.
More detailed information

"Christian Sisters Loving
the Lord and Loving Self,"
addresses self love through
Jesus Christ.
The 7 p.m. worship

urday will be devoted to

will be forthcoming.
For questions, contact
the church office at (727)
822-2089.

ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL RATES FOR:
• Local and Long Distance Charters
• Airport Transfers
• Convention and Airport Shuttles
• School Events / Field Trips
• Senior Group Events
• Church Group Events
• Fraternal Events
• Business Trips / Corporate Charters
• Government Functions
• Sporting Events
• Shopping Trips
• Casino Trips
• Family Reunions
• Military Reunions
• Travel Agencies
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

1-800-282-8020 OR 727-526-9086
FAX: 727-522-5548

through

to

the

improve

school

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

and

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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Call for Volunteers to Serve
the Homebound---------------------

Coming Together for a More
Harmonious World-------------The 4th Parliament of

Parliament officially re

World Religions concluded
in Barcelona with a mes

quested Chinmoy to lead
the opening meditation as

sage of hope and harmony

“the perfect entry for the

worldwide.

participants

The

first

into

the

Parliament was held in

Parliament experience, and

1883, and it is still the

we can think of no one bet

largest interfaith gathering

ter to do it than you.”

The

Earlier in the day,

Parliament began with the

Chinmoy had a private

opening

of

meeting with Ebadi, who

international world harmo
ny leader and friend of

stated, “What really mat
ters for our world and for

Mother

harmony in the world is all

irr

the

world.
meditation

Teresa,

Sri

the work Sri Chinmoy is

Chinmoy.
During the meditation,

doing to make our sould

the entire audience joined

grow. I wish to be a part of

with

him

in

pin-drop

silence, each praying in

Sri Chinmoy’s internation
Sri Chinmoy is praying for the oneness of all religions during his Opening
Meditation of the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Barcelona, Spain.

al family.”
The Parliament

of

their own way. Those
moments symbolize the

to open the week-long

vate the ideals of unity and

mony officially began the

World Religions is one of

very heart of the Parliament

Parliament of World’s Re

self-transcendence.

historic gathering of reli

the largest events taking

of World Religions where

ligions with a silent medi

After the few minutes

gious and spiritual leaders

place during the Universal

people from all faiths join

tation - the first being in

of silence, he offered a

worldwide and included a

Forum of Cultures in the

together in oneness for the

1993 in Chicago. Chinmoy

beautiful musical perform

keynote address by Shirin

beautiful Spanish city of

betterment of the world.

ance on the esraj before

Ebadi, recipient of the 2003

Barcelona.

This is the second time

is a prolific poet, artist,
musician, humanitarian and

thousands of participants

Nobel Peace Prize.

that Chinmoy was selected

athlete who seeks to culti

from all faiths. This cere

The Council for the

Loneliness. Isolation.
Inability to get to the store
to pick up groceries or
medications. These are just
a sampling of the chal
lenges that face many
homebound seniors in our
community every day.
Thankfully, a new
army of volunteers is being
assembled to come to the
aid of the frail elderly and
disabled. Faith in Action
Volunteer Caregivers are
being recruited at faithbased congregations and
from the community at
large. Men and women of
all ages and ethnic back
grounds are being called to
service. The only require
ments are concern for the
elderly and a willingness to
serve.
Some volunteers will
serve for just one or two
hours per month, while
others will be able to give
considerably more time.
Volunteers will provide
such assistance as friendly

visits and companionship; pa Bay, St. Lawrence
telephone
reassurance; Catholic Church, Tampa
help with errands; respite Jewish Family Services,
for caregivers; aid with True Faith Inspirational
writing checks and recon Baptist Church, United
ciling checkbooks; light Methodist Women and the
meal preparation; sharing a West Central Florida Area
special hobby or interest; Agency on Aging. Efforts
and minor household proj are underway to build addi
tional partnerships and
ects or yard work.
the
coalition
Founding members of expand
the Faith in Action through contact with other
Volunteer Caregivers coali faith congregations and
tion in Tampa/Hillsbor- community organizations.
Religious congrega
ough County are the Alz
heimer’s
Association, tions, community organi
Catholic Charities, Christ zations and aging service
Our Redeemer Lutheran providers are called to
Church, Christ the King identify those in need of
Catholic Church, Congre caregiving services.
What a difference you
gation Schaarai Zedek,
can
make to your neighbor
Forest Hills United Metho
dist Church, Hillsborough who is elderly or who has a
Association of Retarded long-term illness or dis
Citizens, Hyde Park United ability! A few hours of
Methodist Church, Luther your time could make an
an Services, Meals on enormous difference. To
Wheels of Tampa, North find out more, please call
east United Methodist (813) 932-5228.
Church, Salvation Army,
Seniors in Service of Tam

CHURCH DIRECTORY
^■1 ■ ■■■■ ■

When Life Knocks
You to Your
Knees,
You’re in the
Perfect
Position to Pray!

EXERCISE DAILY WALK WITH THE LORD!

|

Pillar and the Ground of Truth
930 - 18th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)
Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays) Prayer - 10:00am
Sabbath School - 10:30am •Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm
Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643 • email: jpaschal@verizon.net

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL

Friendship

HIHHB

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

I

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Moming - 11:00 am
7:00 pm
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

feptecostal Tcipplc Church of God ip Christ
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BBSUHI

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Church

Missionary Baptist

HUUUI ■ HSU

■ Saipt John Primitive Baptist Church •

Ojf tfaC

James W. PaschaI
Pastor

■■■

Morning Glory

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Church School ................... 9:00 A.M.
New Member Class........... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship............... 10:30 A.M.
Prayer

I

Morning Worship

1820 Walton Street S., St.
Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling ofGod in Christ Jesus"

11:00 a.m.

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

“A church working togetherfor the upbuilding of (Jod’s kingdom”

Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RM.

Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church

9:30 a.m.

Genesis Worship Center Church

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

• 10:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People... j
A Church That Makes A Difference!

AVENUE

South

ST, PETERSBURG, FL

Phone:

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713

(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 - gwcc<a>email.com

Third

323-7518

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30

a.m.

Morning Worship - ll:OO

a.m.

Come Worship With
First Baptist FamiLY

the

Blessed Hope Bible College
“To Be A Blessing While There Is Still Time”
For A Limeted Time Only!

NO MONEY DOWN!!
St. John Missionary
‘Baptist Church
1500 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
ClearWater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945
Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. FIeming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Sunday Service.................................... 8:00a.m.
Sunday School.................................................. 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.................................. 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......... ................. 5:00p.m.
Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Ihe church where everybody is somebody and Christ is ah.

fZflorj

Start Your College Education Today • Open Enrollment

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Bishop Elliot and
Dr. Rosemary Johnson
President.Founder/Co-Founder

816 E. Genesee St.* Tampa, FL 33603
813-237-6076

pon pree. 1-877-428-6588

www.blessedhopebiblecollege.ory

Lunuiiuto
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Community
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

WHEN YOU'RE
DOWN TO

3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
_

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

_

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin............................................................... Associate Pastor
Ministry ..................................................................................... ..
James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry............................................................................ Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry...................................... ...........................................................Wyvonnia McGee

NOTHING,

GOD IS UP TO

A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

I

CONCORD MSSIONHRV BAPTIST CHVRCU |

BETHEL

I

All Worship Services arc held at:
j

SOMETHING!

855 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ft fc,

Phone: (727) 244-0831

|

METROPOLITAN

W

J

BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

|
|

Worship Experience .. ........ 10:50 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
In All thy Ways Acknowledge Him and He
shall direct thy path.

(Proverbs 3:6)

.

|
■

Rev. Willie D.
Pastor

Miller

800 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Pastor
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Sunday Worship Services:

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

8:00 and 11:00 A.M.

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.

The New Latter Day Deliverance Ministries, Inc.

Greater MT. Zion
African MeThodisT
Episcopal Church

Wednesday: Prayer
Meetiiig/Bible Study

10th Street Church Of God

7:00 P.M

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

(727) 322-0113 • Alt: (727) 642-9839

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Toll Free: (866)890-1400

"Church of The Open Door’
Sunday School:................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship:......... ........ ........ 11:00 a.m.
Ihesday Night Bible Study:............................7:30 p.m.
Ihesday Night Prayer:.....................................7:30 p.m.
Friday Night Praise Service:......... ........ ...7:30 p.m.

Pastor

Elder Leon Lavelle Thomas
Pastor Vivian Powell Thomas

“Where Jesus Is Lord”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 89-.? 119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Stuy 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

820 20th Street South
------ -St-Pete,. FL
Home: 896-8006

Church Of God In Christ

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........ .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship....................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . .,. .7:00 p.m.

. A ‘Woman After
Jod’s
Own Heart...

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00. P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Each Month after Morning Service

“One weekfrom eftureft makes one weak."

Spirituady Connected

2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810

City of Refuge
Christian Church of Clearwater

Sunday School 9:30-10:45 a.m.
Morning Glory 10:45-11:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:15 p.m.

You are invited, to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor Jerome and
Kisha Jordan

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship......................................................7:45a.m.
Sunday School ..................... ;......................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship.......................................... 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................ 5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship............Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Come, join us at the Church where everyone is Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

“A place where you can experience the breath of
God that giveth life”

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
(727)896-5228

All Worship Services are held at:

Sunday
8 am, 11am Morning Worship
9:45am Church School
5pm Celebration

Sunday Services:

4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida

Wednesday

Moiling Address: P.O. Bw 14542 • StMetersburg, FL33733-4542

Church School........................... 9am

Phone: 727.895.7700

Praise & Worship Service....l0:30am

Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church SchooI) -8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - '10:00 a.m.
Communion - Every hirst Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Monday
Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Covenant Presbyterian.Church

Tiiesday Services:

Noonday Prayer
6-8pm Kid’s Club
6:30pm Ministerial Training
7:30-8:45pm Bible Study

Prayer Service......................6:30pm
Bible Study......................... .....7pm
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor ...... - ..

Assistant Pastor

otcutd -

Rev. G. M. Curry

■2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

"A New Beginning In Christ"

fa (Jdti&t tdeM

Early Morning Worship...........................................................7:00a.m.
Sunday School........................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................................................10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union......... ......................................... 4:30 p.m.
Communion.............................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays............................................................... ...... 7:30 p.m.

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

3734 - 131st Ave. N., Suite 6, Clearwater, FL 33762
Phone: (727) 540-0899 • Fax: (727) 556-0150
Email: corccclw@yahoo.com

9:00 AM .............................. Prayer Time
9:30 AM ........................ Sunday School
11:00 AM ......................................Worship
12:30 I’M After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Cadfor Trayers &
‘Testimonies

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA

Schedule of Services
Church School ........................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........ .5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.................9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-ramily Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

YPWW First and Third Sunday of

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Ordained Missionary
:: Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727^5-5239.

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sunday Morning Prayer.............................................. 8:30a.m.
Sunday School.......................................................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship............................................................. 11:00a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.................................. 7:15p.m.

otden yuMttd (a odi&uuf towt....

Join us as we Gft up the name, ofJesus

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday

DOMINION WORSHIP MINISTRIES

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer
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SPORTS
Brown, Iverson Mend Fences, Look
for Golden Finish------

Unpredictable Arrington: *A Mouse
on a Plane* —----------------------------------bv Joseph White
ASHBURN, Va. (AP) LaVar Arrington's words
were introspective, defen
sive and measured, a jaded
byproduct of four NFL
years of high expectations
and not a single winning
season to show for it.
"We've been like the
laughingstock of our divi
sion the last few years,"
Arrington said. "DallasRedskins rivalry - we've
got to win some of those
games. We haven't held up
our end of the bargain."
The Washington Red
skins opened training camp
last weekend, but the three
time Pro Bowl linebacker's
opinions are in midseason
form.
"I was vocal in years
past," Arrington said. "But
I think this is the first year
that I'm really not tolerat
ing anything less than
everybody giving their
best. I don't care. This is
not going to be a waste of
their time and this is not
going to be a waste of my
time."
Arrington has always
been a colorful, unpre
dictable talent both on and
off the field since he was
drafted No. 2 overall from
Penn State in 2000.
Last year, he made a
direct challenge to Tampa
Bay defensive tackle
Warren Sapp, saying he
would take action if Sapp
interfered with the Red
skins' stretch routine be
fore their game against the
Buccaneers. Later, he of
fered a searing criticism of
his teammates for "laugh
ing and joking" on the team
bus following a 24-7 loss at
Buffalo. He then went sev
eral weeks without speak-

Bryant
from front page
DNA was on other evi
dence.
"For all of those who
come through these doors,
victims and defendants
alike, whose names are
never known and never
sought, I can only assure
you that I have learned les

"The tide could be turning. I've been around long
enough not to put my foot in my mouth, but we’re
going to be a good team," Arrington said.
ing to reporters because he
felt their coverage - of a
team headed for 5-11 - was
too negative.
On the field, Arrington
was reckless at times, cost
ing his team with overaggressive play that resulted
in penalties or left him out
of position. He felt vindi
cated when he was selected
to his third straight Pro
Bowl, and it still doesn't
sound as if he's quite ready
to rein himself in.
"I want to get better. I
want to mature and do the
right things," Arrington
said. "Does it always hap
pen that way? It's like
dropping a mouse on a
plane - you can't predict
where that mouse is going
to go."
Few players are more

intense and hard-hitting
than Arrington, and he has
the ability to change a
game - or a season - with a
big play, but he said he has
n't received his due. It has
n't helped that the Redskins
over the years have con
stantly changed everything
around him. He goes into
this season with his fifth
defensive coordinator in
five years and two new
starting linebackers next to
him.
"I believe that if I had
an opportunity to be in a
system and stay in a system
and be comfortable within
it, who knows how good I
could be. I know I'm not
getting any younger," said
Arrington, 26. "If it's
going to happen, it's got to
happen soon."

sons from these mistakes,
and that we will give our
best human effort not to let
it happen again," Ruck
riegle said.
"[The apology] was
quite unusual," former
Denver prosecutor Craig
Silverman told The Asso
ciated Press. "But this has
been an unusual case."

Just a few months after
the 20-year-old woman
filed rape charges against
25-yeaf-old Bryant last
June, her name was includ
ed in another filing on the
court’s website, but it was
promptly removed. Her
attorneys were further
angered when, shortly
afterward, the Glenwood

Arrington is loyal to
the Redskins, however, a
commitment he demon
strated by signing a nineyear, $68 million contract
near the end of last season.
The deal was such a rush
job that Arrington claims
he was cheated out of a
$6.5 million bonus that he
said had been promised
verbally.
Although he initially
indicated that his trust in
owner Dan Snyder had
been betrayed over the dis
pute - which is now headed
toward arbitration - Arring
ton has since been more
conciliatory and says it will
not affect his game or his
desire to remain in Wash
ington.
"I wouldn't want to go
somewhere else and be a
part of something that has
already been established,"
Arrington said. "We've
struggled here, and when
that turnaround takes
place, I'll be crying. You
won't be able to stop me
from crying."
Arrington said the set
backs he's faced will make
him appreciate winning
even more - and he thinks
the time of winning could
finally be at hand now that
Hall of Fame coach Gibbs
has returned.
"The tide could be
turning. I've been around
long enough not to put my
foot in my mouth, but
we're going to be a good
team," Arrington said.
"This is going to be a good
team because it is a wellcoached team. It's never
lacked talent. It's been a
matter of getting every
body on the same page."

Springs hospital where she
and Bryant were examined
released her file to
Bryant’s lawyers.
Following the judge’s
edict to media outlets not
to publish the information,
in the documents, U.S.
Supreme Court Justice
Breyer asked the judge to
seek a consensus among

Regardless of the result, player and coach are almost certain to get along better than they ever did
in Philadelphia.
by Eddie Pells
JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) - One of basket
ball's most celebrated Odd
Couples is back together.
Larry Brown and Allen
Iverson, the unbending
coach and the free-spirited
point guard, never really
got along in Philadelphia.
But a year after they parted
ways, they're combining
forces on the U.S. Olympic
basketball team and find
ing that maybe what they
had with the 76ers really
wasn't so bad.
"To me, he's the best
coach in the world,"
Iverson said.
Those words almost
seem laughable consider
ing the six tumultuous sea
sons the men spent togeth
er in Philly.
They were constantly
at odds, Brown chafing at
Iverson's penchant for dog
ging it in practices or miss
ing them altogether. The
coach also felt Iverson was
selfish at times and didn't
take coaching well, a tough
trait to ignore for a man
defense and prosecution
attorneys whereas the doc
uments could be made
public.
Last week, defense
attorneys stepped up their
request to Breyer, saying
Ruckriegle was not mov
ing swift enough.

Your Hospice

who loves to teach.
Shortly after the 76ers
lost to Detroit 4-2 in a
playoff series to close their
2003 season, Brown re
signed and took a job with
the Pistons. Iverson show
ed up to the arena only 30
minutes before the game
that ended Philadelphia's
season, saying he was late
because of a flat tire. Some
say that might have been
the last straw for the coach.
Over the ensuing
months, they mended their
relationship. Brown got his
NBA title with the Pistons
in June. Iverson didn't find
things much better in
Philly, where the Sixers
missed the playoffs, and
his relationship with inter
im coach Chris Ford - who
came on after Brown's
replacement, Randy Ayers,
got fired - was actually
worse than it was with
Brown.
"A lot of it was mostly
me, not being mature at
times," Iverson said. "He
knows the game 1,000
times more than I do. I
always took criticism that
he gave me the wrong way
when, all the time, he was
trying to help me."
But Brown concedes
he wasn't perfect either.
The game has changed
since he first coached in
the NBA with the Nuggets
in the 1970s. The coach's
word - even a coach as
good as Brown - is no
longer sacrosanct in a
league filled with multi
millionaire stars with mul
timillionaire egos. He
admits he was overbearing
at times.
"You don't always do
the right thing by your
players," Brown said. "I
could have changed some

Allen Iverson
things early on in our rela list ends.
At 29, Iverson is also
tionship that maybe would
the oldest member of the
have helped him."
Neither of these guys team. The Answer, an elder
seems to have regrets about statesman? Who would
their past. With Brown have thought that?
coaching, Iverson became
"That's never hap
pened
to him in his career,"
an All-Star, a Most
Valuable Player and made Brown said. "Watching
it to the NBA Finals in him now, he's really trying
2001. And with Iverson as to sacrifice some of the
his star, Brown went 255- things he does well to try to
205 with the Sixers, made make everybody comfort
the playoffs five times and able with what we're trying
further cemented his name to do."
As much as anyone on
among the all-time coach
this l2-player team filled
ing greats.
NBA All-Stars,
"I wouldn't be coach with
ing this team if it wasn't for Iverson's success could
how
the
the contributions he made determine
in the years I spent with Americans do in Athens.
Regardless of the result,
him," Brown said.
Iverson is one of the player and coach are
few consistent outside almost certain to get along
threats on a team built better than they ever did in
more for size than shooting Philadelphia.
or ballhandling. Stephon
"I learned a lot from
Marbury is the only true him, he learned a lot from
point guard. The 6-foot-4 me," Iverson said. "If it
Dwayne Wade is listed as a wasn't for him, I wouldn't
guard, as is 6-8 LeBron be the player I am today."
James, and that's where the

aMLon

News Deadline Is 4 P.M. Monday

When They’re Needed Most

We Welcome Articles and Pictures of
Community Events.

We have a long way to go. So let us
hasten along the road, the road of

WE,FEATURE

human tenderness and generosity.
Groping, we may find one another's

“SERVICE WITH
A SMILE”!

hands in the dark.
- Emily Green Balch
1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD'
MARKET & REITAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

327- 8309
328- 8309
Comfort, Compassion & Community

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin'

ddi„co _ at

(AND PRICES THAT
WILL MAKE YOU
SMILE!)
FISH DINNERS
STARTING AT $5.49

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY ... FOR OVER 21 YEARS

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org

$

!
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR PAPER
BY SUPPORTING

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life»HeaIth«DentaI»Vision
DisabilityCommercial
Liability & Bonds Also

“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ’’

Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545 r

MEET
YOUR
MATCH

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured

Boley Centers for
Behavioral Health Care

has employment opportuni
ties available.
Please call our jobline or
visit our website for
an up-to-date list of our
openings.
Jobline: (727) 821-4819x8
website:
www.boleycenters.org

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Please email all ads to:
smfaith @ tampabay.rr.com

The Hospice

FURNITURE

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAS I

BED: A brand new queen
double sided pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $177.
Can deUver. 727-586-3555

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

A Unique Profession!!

PICK OF THE

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

WEEK!
FLORIDA

LOTTO

24-30-32
39-45-47
CA$H 3
879 032 165
424
912 607 854

2- 1 3-4 5-7
3- 8 6-7 4-2

RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)

DIAL 2-1-1
2-1-1 is Pinellas County's
only 24-hour program that
provides information &
referrals on local
health/human services,
volunteer opportunities,
donation referrals, and cri
sis intervention/problemsolving counseling for indi
viduals. Cell phone users
must dial (727) 562-1542.

AHHAJCNAs
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

HAVEA
GREATDAY!

SOFA
(1)
$492,
LOVESEAT $403, and
CHAIR $373. Set $1194.
Imported Leather matching
set, new in boxes. Must
Sell. Can deliver. 727-5846008.___________________
BED: Brand new full dou
ble sided luxury pillow top
set in plastic. Sacrifice
$146. Can deliver. 727585-9766

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Staff Attorney - Assists judges with appeals from
county court to circuit court, including civil and
criminal appeals. Req. graduate from an accredited
law school; ability to digest and communicate con
cepts orally and in writing; ability to exercise dis
cretion, confidentiality, impartiality and honesty in
handling matters before the court. FL Bar member
ship preferred. Applicants must have word process
ing skills. Two year appointment with possibility of
renewal at end of appointment. Salary $3,442
monthly (FL Bar Member) + bnfts. Located in
New Port Richey.
Court Applications ONLY by August 23
Available at:
www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir,
H-wing (HR Dept.), Clwr.
Old Historic Clearwater Courthouse, 324 S. Ft.
Harrison Ave., Rm 102 Clwr.
501 Building, 501 lst Ave. N., Rm. 729 (Alt.
Dispute), St. Pete.
Court Administration, Rm. 219, West Pasco Judicial
Center, 7530 Little Rd., New Port Richey.
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace.
Any person with a disability requiring a special
accommodation to participate in the application
process should call 727-453-7165.

DINING ROOM 10 pc.
formal cherry table, 6
Chippendale chairs, lighted
hutch, buffet, new in boxes.
List $5k, Sacrifice $1450.
Can deliver. 727-584-6008.
BED: A Cherry Wood
Sleigh Bed w/orthopedic
mattress set. Brand new in
boxes. $339. Must sell. Can
DeUver 727-586-3555.

AD DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project

727-893-5438

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Entertainment could cost you more
than you expect. You can ask for favors or run your ideas by
those who will be able to support your objectives. Evasion is
likely if you aren't direct about your feelings. Try to calm down
and listen to your partner's complaints. Compromise may be nec
essary.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Don't agree to make any of those
cosmetic alterations you've been considering. Be sure to question
any detail that you feel could leave you in a precarious position
at a later date. They won't pay you back and you'll be upset. You
will be in the mood for competition, and your ability to lead a
group will bring you popularity.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Compromise will be necessary.
Your social activity should be conducive to finding love.
Business trips will be more productive than trying to fight the red
tape facing you. You could lose a good friend because of it.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Tone down and put some of that
hard earned cash into a safe, long-term investment. Your ideas
can be put into action. It would be in your best interest to stay
away from any intimate involvement with a client or co-worker.
Take care of any medical problems if they've been troubling you.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Let them know what your intentions are.
This will not be the day to lend money to friends or family. Make
any necessary changes to your insurance policy. Sudden changes
will occur through communications with friends or in-laws.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Deception will play an important
factor in relationships. Think of changes to your home that will
please and add to everyone's comfort. You may want to get
involved in financial investments presented to you. Difficulties
with your mate may lead to isolation.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You will have difficulties spreading
yourself between your work and your home. Your lover may feel
rejected. Trouble could be brewing at home. Your emotional
partner will push all the right buttons this week.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Put your energy into learning new
skills or picking up valuable information. Do not expect too
much from others. The talk you have may be eye-opening with
regard to your present situation. Talk to someone with experience
about budgets or consolidating debts.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Put your energy into selfimprovement programs that promise to make you into a better
you. Although it does look promising, be careful not to overex
tend yourself or you will lose in the long run. Expect temper
tantrums on the home front if you haven't been letting someone
have their way. Your versatile mind and common sense will
allow you to come up with various solutions.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22,-Jan. 20) Sooner or later your partner
will have had enough. Plan a nice evening for two. You can make
new connections through friends or relatives. You can make
some money if you get involved in a conservative financial
prospect that is presented to you.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Eliminate situations that are no
longer to your advantage. Co-workers may not be completely
honest with you; try not to rely on help from others: Your emo
tional partner may make you angry this week. Your stubbornness
coupled with your mate's jealousy don't make for a favorable
time.
PISCES (Feb. 2p-Mar. 20) Job changes are in order. Go for
interviews or send out resumes. It will be all around you. You can
receive recognition for the work you've done. Avoid any petty
ego confrontations; they could lead to estrangement if you aren't
careful.

The Weekly ChaOeayer
2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

HOTLINE
NUMBERS
The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Is this a reneWal?_______________

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for
The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

Make checks payable to:

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Bri'kly Cljalletujpr
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THE BROTHERS
Black Men in Chicago Create a Model for the Nation
When black men step up, everybody else steps back!
In Rockford, Ill., only
37% of young black men
who attend high school
graduate. In Illinois, where
the state’s population is
13% black, 67% of people
incarcerated in prisons are
black men (mostly young
black men). In New York
City, about 50% of all
black men are unemployed.
Nationally, black males
have a 67% non-retention
rate from the nation’s col
leges and universities with
in their first year of being
on campus.
Two questions: 1) Do
black men have a place in
the new world order? 2)
Are black men expend
able?
In Chicago, black men
are answering the questions
with action. Black meh
recently came together and
declared their place in the
world for their children,
their families and their
communities. The meeting,
convened by The Black
Star Project’s Fathers Club,
addressed the issues con
fronting black communi
ties throughout the United
States. The 60 black men in
attendance, seated in a cir
cle, were young and old,
lower income and upper
income, educated and
lowly educated, light
skinned and dark skinned.
For three hours, each black
man was equal and was
heard and respected for
being a black man.

The meeting began
with self-introductions and
statements of why each
man was there. Sur
prisingly, many of the men
were working on similar
projects, lived in close,
proximity, actually, knew
each other, but never had
come together to work as a
team of black men on the
same issues they each con
front individually.
To connect to black
men who had passed before
them, the men bowed their
heads and invoked the
names of strong black men
from the past. The names
included fathers, grandfa
thers, uncles, brothers,
neighbors and teachers, as
well as leaders from the
past like Vernon Jarrett,
Arthel Davy, Silas Purnell,
Malcolm X, Booker T.
Washington, Mayor Harold
Washington, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Frederick
Douglass, Carter G. Woodson, W.E.B. DuBois, the
Honorable Elijah Muham
mad, Richard Wright, Mar
cus Garvey, Dr. Jacob Ca
ruthers, George Washing
ton Carver, Paul Robeson
and others. The spirit of
these strong black men
filled the room!
First, the men pledged
to stay committed to this
cause. Then the men en
tered into open, honest and
dynamic dialogue about the
strengths and shortcomings
of black men and what

black men need to do to
improve as men. These dis
cussions never mentioned
white people or black
women. Black men took
responsibility for the plight
of black communities and
worked on solutions to the
community
problems.
Most of the discussions
were on saving black chil
dren, being better fathers,
being better role models,
being better husbands,
improving black communi
ties and making a differ
ence for all black people.
They acknowledged
that black boys are hurting
and angry. They acknowl
edged that black men had a
role in creating this situa
tion and agreed that only
black men can change it
They disciissed how black
boys get their values from
mass media and not from
black men. “Bad boys”
were described as young
men who have negatively
misdirected their power
and who should have their
power re-directed towards
positive causes.
They also stated that
some black men don’t
know their children, and
because of this, some black
men are afraid of black
children. Black children,
like all children, crave dis
cipline, but it must be fair,
consistent and given in a
spirit of love. Most of the
time was spent discussing
the role of effective parent

ing, the breakdown of the
nuclear family and institu
tional racism.
The black men de
scribed the battlegrounds
for the fight to save black
youth as the home, the
church, the school and the
streets. Action steps pro
jected included supporting
several mentor programs,
represented at the meeting,
creating a directory of pro
grams, marching in the
Bud Biliken Parade in
Chicago as a men’s unit
and initiatives working to
get black men involved in
their communities. The
most popular idea dis
cussed was the Million
Father March, every black
father in the United States
accompanying their child
to school on the first day of
school in the fall of 2004,
creating an honor guard of
black men supporting chil
dren in their education.
Additionally,
every
other month, The Black
Star Project’s Fathers Club
takes children to museums,
zoos, conservatories, libra
ries, bookstores, amuse
ment parks and to other
places where children can
be educated, enlightened
and entertained and where
men and children can bond.
It seems that black men are
recognizing their potential
and their power and are
sharing it with their chil
dren.

Talib Kweli Finishes Album; Talks Rap
Images---------------------------------------------bv Chuck 'Jigsaw' Creekmur
Talib Kweli has contin
uously fought to have his
music released, but amid
the label turmoil, the rap
per has a single for his
“Beautiful Mind” CD - sort
of.
"I wanted to put out
this record 'I Try,' with
Mary J. Blige and the label
wasn't really feeling that,"
he told BET.com. 'Tve
done some work with Just
Blaze and The Neptunes
that the label said they
were feeling and now
recently someone from the
label came back and said
they were feeling 'I Try,' so
they confusing me right
now."
Earlier this year, Talib
made headlines in the hiphop community when he
publicly ranted against an
individual that released his
unmastered, unfinished al
bum to the IntemetThe
former Rawkus Records
rapper, now on Geffen, said

Earlier this year, Talib made headlines in the hiphop community when he publicly ranted against
an individual that released his unmastered, unfin
ished album to the internet.
that he's been sincere and
truthful through his music.
"I think it would blur
my ability to tell the story
from a certain perspective
because as you grow, your
perspective is going to
change," he said. "That's
what's beautiful about art,
an artist is supposed to be
honest with themselves
regardless of their situa
tion. So if an artist's situa
tion changes, they just have
to find a way to tap into

“You can transform the hurt
ful pressures of your life into
delightful pleasures just by
telling yourself that the world
around you can easily exist
and even prosper without
you.” - Sri Chinmoy

being honest about how
their situation changed and
their fan base and people
who like them will feel
them just as much."
He said that honesty
portrayed in his music
extends all the way to his
choice of an emcee name.
"I didn't take an emcee

name - that's why I wanted
to use my own name," he
said. "I didn't care about
looking a certain way, other
than the way I already
looked. Now I find that I
have more like a uniform.
It's a double edge sword
though, cause it does make
it feel more like a job, but it
also makes it more fun. 1
like buying clothes and
stuff, that's the arrogant
part of being an emcee that
I had to develop because
when I first started it wasn't
no arrogance, it was all
humbleness."
Ultimately, he said that
he hopes that his music is
judged on it's own merits.
"I would appreciate hiphop to be more like that
where we really talk about
what's going on with the
music," Talib finished.

New Class

b

Catering Operations

HL

Atlt|. 17- Dec. 14, 2004
Tues.& T hurs. 6-9 PM
$325 tuition
$210 fees/books/supplies
Limit 15 per class

Required to pre-register; St Pete campus
Call Chef Boyers: 893-2500, xll04

FRESHLY CUT MELON,
STRAWBERRIES, PINEAPPLES
AND GRAPES. SWEET.
Summer is perfect for enjoying longer days, pool
parties and SWeet Publix Fruit Salad. We use
only the freshest Watermelon, honeydeW,
cantaloupe, pineapple, straWberries and grapes.
And each juicy chunk is cut fresh in the store
every day. All natural and loaded With vitamins
A and C, Publix Fruit Salad is a SWeet and
healthy Way to enjoy your summer.

visit us at www.publix.com
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