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The Crow’s Nest staff recap the top stories of
the fall 2021 semester.

St. Petersburg’s housing crisis continues amid
protests and community meetings calling on
local leaders for change.

Contributor Lily Cannon explores the St. Pete
sustainable fashion scene.
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Fall grads set sail in
new campus tradition
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

T

MOLLY RYAN | THE CROW’S NEST

USF St. Petersburg senior psychology major Ana Miranda urges students to
try indoor rock climbing for both its physical and mental benefits.
>> SEE SPOTLIGHT on P8

USF ranked Florida’s top university
for international enrollment

By Aubrey Carr
aubrey14@usf.edu

F

or the first time in
it’s history, USF is
deemed Florida’s top
institution for international
students, cementing the
university as a leader in global
diversity and inclusion.
According to the U.S.
Department of State,
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs and the
Institute of International
Education’s 2021 Open Doors
International Educational
Exchange report, USF
ranked No. 1 among Florida
universities for international
student enrollment.
Additionally, USF was
ranked No. 19 among U.S.
public universities and No. 28
among U.S. public and private
universities.
As of last fall, USF
enrolled 5,974 international
students, hailing from more
than 140 countries.

COURTESY OF USF

Nearly 6,000 international students were enrolled
in USF as of fall 2020.

USF’s global diversity
fosters a symbiotic
relationship with the State of
Florida by bringing stability
to the state economy.
International students
at USF Tampa campus
contribute $116.5 million
to the state’s finances and
support more than 1,340
jobs, according to a 2020
economic report by NAFSA:

Association of International
Educators.
“USF’s commitment
to global engagement,
with its diverse and robust
representation of international
students among the student
body, is a point of pride for
the USF community,” USF
Interim President Rhea Law
said in a press release.
>> SEE DIVERSITY on P2

The Crow’s Nest at USFSP

hough the days
of quaint, velvetlined graduation
ceremonies at the Mahaffey
Theatre are gone, USF St.
Petersburg is bringing a new,
seaworthy graduate tradition
to the waterfront campus.
Announced on Nov. 12,
SAILebration is a sunset
dinner cruise on Tampa Bay’s
Yacht StarShip reserved only
for St. Petersburg fall 2021
graduates. Participants will
celebrate with fellow soon-tobe grads, campus leaders and
previous alumni during the
free scenic dinner event.
Amberly Nelson,
conference and event
planner for the St. Petersburg
Regional Chancellor’s Office,
said campus leaders “saw the
importance of something that
was just for St. Petersburg
campus graduates” post
consolidation.
“Campus traditions
are such an important
part of the fabric of an
institution,” Nelson said.
“Traditions provide a
common experience, promote
community and build a
legacy. When I arrived
in 2019, I knew that this
campus had many unique
opportunities to celebrate our
graduates.”
But the decision to launch
SAILebration wasn’t Nelson’s
alone. The event was created
after gathering feedback from
student meetings, graduate
surveys, and faculty and staff
who previously participated
in the campus’s traditional
commencement ceremony.
“During this process, it
was clear that the water that
surrounds the campus holds
special meaning,” Nelson
said. “It made perfect sense to
celebrate our graduates with a
sunset sail. It will be one final
chapter in their journey as a
USF St. Petersburg campus
student and a final bon
voyage as they embark on the
adventures ahead.”
Nelson hopes the event
serves as a fun, reflective
moment for the campus’s
graduates. Though the
first SAILebration is only
permitted for fall 2021 grads,
the same event is scheduled
for May 2022 to celebrate

spring graduates.
“This year’s graduates
will be the first. This means
they are the inaugural class
to experience something that
we believe will become a
tradition,” Nelson said.
“As we all know, USF
St. Petersburg campus is a
unique, intimate campus.
Our goal is to provide the
graduates the opportunity to
celebrate with their peers as
well as the faculty and staff
who have supported them
during their journey.
During this experience,
upon the water, we hope that
when the graduates look back
to shore, they see the campus
that provided them with the
skills and knowledge to take
on their next endeavor.”
SAILebration will
host professional photo
opportunities from Grad
Images and speeches
from campus leaders like
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
and Student Government
Campus Governor Veronica
Jimenez.
Participants are not
permitted to bring guests and
alcohol will not be served
during the event. COVID-19
protocols will be in place
and face masks are expected
to be worn. The dress code
is “minimum of business
casual.”
Attendees are asked to
park in lots P5, P7, P8 and
P12 or in the parking garage.
The yacht will board at 5 p.m.
from the St. Petersburg Port
behind the Center for Ocean
Technology. It will return to
port at 8:30 p.m.
Participants must show
their driver’s license or valid
ID to board the yacht.
SAILebration is on
Wednesday, Dec. 8. Graduates
interested in attending
SAILebration must RSVP by
Friday, Dec. 3. Participants
are asked to specify any
dietary needs and their
favorite song, which will be
played during the event.
For questions about
SAILebration, email Nelson at
amberly2@usf.edu.
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Campus comeback: Recapping this fall’s biggest news
By Crow’s Nest Staff

T

his fall presented
several achievements
for USF St.
Petersburg as the university’s
first semester back to
semi-normal campus life
following more than a year of
COVID-19 shutdowns.
But with its wins, the
campus also saw rising
tensions among faculty, staff
and administration as the dust
continues to settle around a
consolidated OneUSF and the
university grapples with its
ongoing shift in leadership.
To help usher in the
second half of the 2021-2022
academic year, The Crow’s
Nest has compiled some of
its biggest news of the fall
semester:
** After 13 years under
the Judy Genshaft and Steve
Currall administrations,
Provost Ralph Wilcox
announced on Nov. 8 he
would step down from his
position next year to spend
more time with family.
Though Wilcox received
praise from St. Petersburg
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock, he has sometimes
been viewed as an obstacle
to maintaining the campus’s
unique identity through
consolidation of all three USF
campuses.
** USF St. Petersburg
welcomed record-breaking
numbers of residential and
first-time-in-college (FTIC)

students this fall. Though
it was the campus’s largest
incoming class since 2012,
more than half of enrolled
FTICs were redirected Tampa
applicants.
USF Dean of Admissions
Glen Besterfield’s move to
redirect students followed
pressures from Florida
legislators to boost St.
Petersburg’s badly sagging
enrollment.
** The number of
Hispanic, Black and Asian
new freshman enrolled at
St. Petersburg, when added
together, almost doubled from
last fall, jumping from 132 to
272. But with the campus’s
surge in enrollment due in
part to redirected Tampa
students – who are required
to call St. Petersburg their
home campus for only one
year – it’s unknown if the
diverse enrollment numbers
will remain.
** A faculty-led survey
sent to faculty members
at all three USF campuses
revealed, of 75 St. Petersburg
respondents, 72% feel
they have been negatively
impacted by consolidation. St.
Petersburg Faculty Council
Chair David Rosengrant
shared the preliminary survey
results during a Sept. 23
meeting, telling The Crow’s
Nest “it appears that out of the
three campuses, St. Petersburg
faculty are the ones who
are most unhappy” with
consolidation.

DIVERSITY, continued from P1
“International students
expand the global diversity
of USF’s campus culture,
exposing students to
different perspectives and
cultures in the classroom and
cocurricular activities and
preparing them to be citizens
in a globalized economy,”
Law said.
“I chose USF because the
university is a place where
diversity is celebrated and
students receive an excellent
education that prepares us for
career success,” said Fernanda
Albanus, a USF Tampa
campus student from Brazil.
“From the beginning, I
was welcomed and supported.
USF is a community that
understands the importance
of globalization to student
success in the classroom and
in the workforce,” she said.
Albanus’ sentiments are
mirrored by St. Petersburg
Regional Chancellor

Martin Tadlock. “USF is
an incredible destination
for international students.
We are an internationally
ranked university that values
diversity situated in an
attractive geographic region,”
Tadlock said.
Tadlock was unsurprised
by USF’s standing, praising
the amenities offered to
international students at the
St. Petersburg campus.
“We have high levels
of support for international
students as well, and we
are affordable. International
students who come to this
campus get all of that plus
the bonus of being embedded
in an inviting, walkable
downtown,” he said.
“I look forward to seeing
our international population
in St. Petersburg continue to
grow as they discover this
campus,” Tadlock said.

COURTESY OF USF
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Fall 2021 was full of ups and downs for USF and the St. Petersburg campus.
** Despite being more
than a year into consolidation,
USF’s branch campus faculty
continue to earn lower salaries
than Tampa faculty, according
to a United Faculty of Florida
report.
Rosengrant suggested
the pay inequities may be a
result of questionable yearly
performance evaluations. The
St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee faculty councils
plan to work with university
leaders to address the issue.
** USF spent millions
in one-time cash reserves
to cover recurring expenses

used for boosting metrics
in becoming a preeminent
research university. What was
an anticipated budget crisis
has apparently been resolved
thanks to U.S. President Joe
Biden’s COVID-19 relief
package.
While the Faculty Senate’s
immediate concerns have
been quieted, Faculty Senate
President Tim Boaz said
the university still needs to
“develop a budgeting process
that is more transparent,
inclusive and predictable.”
** Long-time St.
Petersburg Director of Student

Life & Engagement Dwayne
Isaacs will end his 21-year
journey with USF in January
to pursue his “dream job” as
senior director of the J. Wayne
Reitz Union at the University
of Florida.
Isaacs helped oversee the
opening of the University
Student Center and led
efforts to strengthen male
student success, address
food insecurity, support the
LGBTQ+ campus community
and foster inclusivity for all
students of color.
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Rising rent brings St. Pete to a boil
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

T

he Tampa Bay area
has the second
fastest increasing
rental rates in the country,
according to Florida Realtors.
Now, the impact of this
growth spurt is manifesting.
“There’s a million different
ways that these elected
officials can address this
housing crisis, and they’re not
doing it,” said Karla Correa,
founding member of the St.
Pete Tenants Union (SPTU)
and senior political science
major in an interview with
The Crow’s Nest. “We’re
saying that if there’s political
will, there’s a way.”
On Nov. 11, the St.
Petersburg People’s Council,
with help from the SPTU,
held a meeting to gather and
unite the members of the
community.
The first emergency
People’s Council took
place on Oct. 7 after the
announcement of the mass
evictions that would be
taking place at the Stanton
Hotel — a 49-unit complex
and a longtime place of
residence for vulnerable and
low-income members of the
community — to expand the
boutique hotel, The Cordova
Inn.
At the first meeting,
community members declared
in an overwhelming majority
vote that housing is a human
right.
“[The People’s Council
is] meeting again to discuss
tactics on how to pressure our
elected officials. Right now,
we are shooting for getting a
housing emergency declared
by the mayor or city council
so that we can get a ballot
referendum for rent control,”
Correa said. “If that doesn’t
work, we want to have other
options.”
The meeting advocated a
ballot referendum, much like

the ones recently passed in St.
Paul, Minn., which capped
annual rent increases at 3%.
Correa said The People’s
Council also acts to signals
“to city ‘leaders’ and the
development industry that
their limitless influence on
policy in our city will be
coming to an end.”
Among some of the tactics
discussed were writing letters
to city officials, social media
sharing and campaigns,
petitions, attending city
council meetings and
boycotting establishments
that supported the city’s
gentrification efforts.
One of the most
discussed and supported
tactics was various forms of
demonstration. One of the
most popular demonstrations
was establishing a “tent
city” on notorious sites of
gentrification, like Tropicana
Field.
“Let them know what it’s
like if they keep rising rent
and don’t have enough money
to shop at their stores when
we’re all homeless and laying
on their front doorsteps,” one
council attendee said of the
proposal.
Since The Crow’s Nest’s
last story covering the
housing crisis published Sept.
12, which stated rent in the
Tampa Bay has increased
by about 21%, particular
attention has been turned on
The Cordova Inn for its urgent
nature in evicting the tenants
of the Stanton Hotel.
On Sept. 31, Stanton
residents received a notice
that they would need to vacate
their homes by Oct. 15.
According to a post
on @sptenantsunion on
Instagram, the owners of the
Stanton Hotel, Old St. Pete
Development LLC, attempted
to vacate its tenants before
the sale with The Cordova
Inn was finalized. In addition
to $500, all tenants received

COURTESY OF @SPTENANTSUNION ON INSTAGRAM

Signs reading ‘Stop the Stanton Evictions’ and
‘Evictions Kill’ are posted outside of the Stanton
Hotel in protest to the building’s recent evictions.

to aid in their transition was
a “crude printout” with a
hyperlink to the Homeless
Leadership Alliance and
Catholic charities.
In response to a public
notice indicating that the
Cordova’s expansion would
be discussed at the Oct.
12 Community Planning
Preservation Commission
public hearing, the SPTU
planned to mobilize Stanton’s
tenants and community
members to voice their
opposition toward the project.

units over the course of 10
years.
“At this point almost
two years into the program
between those units that are
already under construction,
or are in the pipeline to be
constructed, we’re at over
680 units, 687 I believe,”
Kriseman said in an interview
with The Crow’s Nest. “So,
we’re ahead of schedule on
the number of units that are
either under construction
or are in the path of being
constructed.”

“Ultimately, St. Pete is not
just a tourist destination. It
is a home for real people.”
— Evelyn Long, USF St.
Petersburg student
Discussion of the project was
later taken off the agenda.
However, the evictions
garnered widespread
community attention when
Kelvin Washington, a Stanton
tenant, took a hard fall while
moving out. Washington later
died in the hospital due to a
form of heart failure from the
injury. He was 64 years old.
“I was at the SPTU
protest against Cordova Inn’s
unlawful eviction of the
Stanton Apartment tenants,
and Kelvin Washington
spoke at that protest about
his living conditions and
the stress that the eviction
had put onto him and his
neighbors,” said Evelyn Long,
a junior interdisciplinary
social sciences major and
service worker. “Seeing
people fighting for their
homes was moving in and of
itself, and the death of Kelvin
Washington was devastating.
“Sadly, a story like his is
not a rarity when it comes to
evictions — evictions kill,”
Long said.
Another widely discussed
topic at the People’s Council
was holding elected officials
accountable.
“Every time a luxury
apartment is developed,
people are displaced. Whether
it’s the people who are
literally living in the area
that gets demolished like the
Stanton, or whether it’s people
in the surrounding areas,”
Correa said. “[St. Petersburg
Mayor Rick Kriseman] has
done absolutely nothing to
address the wave of evictions
throughout the pandemic,
and he has continued on like
everything is fine.”
In 2019, Kriseman
presented his “Housing for
All, From All” initiative.
The initiative took effect in
2020 in hopes to create and
preserve 2,400 multi-family

Serving as St. Petersburg’s
mayor since 2014, the city has
seen massive development
during his time in office.
“The major differences [in
the city] is the tremendous
growth and development
over the last decade,” said
Mayor-Elect Ken Welch in
an interview with The Crow’s
Nest. “St. Pete had always,
as I was growing up here,
aspired to be more like a
Tampa or Orlando.”
A lifelong resident of
the city, Welch carried his
campaign on the promise of
more affordable housing, and
no more gentrification.
“There has been a decrease
in the affordability of housing
in particular. And so that’s
why, in my campaign,
I’ve always talked about
increasing the availability
of affordable and workforce
housing, housing proposal
for folks that make the area
median income of about
$50,000 and less, because if
we don’t do that, then we’ll
gentrify the city,” Welch said.
Despite Kriseman’s 10year plan only coming to
fruition in the last two years
of his administration, Welch
plans to carry on with the
foundations of the plan.
“I will say the
fundamentals are there,”
Welch said. “Again, it’s
about subsidy or long-term
affordability, it’s about
policies and it’s about
procedures. And his plan
has those elements. We need
thousands of units over the
next five to 10 years. And
so, the general concept will
be the same, but I think the
way we implement it will be
different.”
Despite these plans to
mitigate the housing crisis,
both Correa and Long feel
Kriseman has done more
harm than good.

“Kriseman has accelerated
gentrification throughout
his time in office. He has
continued to give disgusting
amounts of money to the
police, the people who harass
homeless people in his city
budgets,” Correa said.
In the city’s July 15
recommended budget for
Fiscal Year 2022, “$162.899
million (52.95%) of the
recommended FY22 General
Fund budget will be invested
in our Police and Fire Rescue
Departments” and “funding
for rapid rehousing in the
amount of $400,000.”
While $400,000 is around
13% of the $307.522 million
proposed budget, it is a
substantial increase from the
previous year’s $116,200
from the previous fiscal year.
“Ultimately, the people
are worth more than profit.
St. Pete is not just for the
wealthy, it’s also for the
working class. The working
class is what funds the city,
that’s what keeps people
coming to St. Pete,” Long
said. “If there were no servers,
there were no bartenders,
there were janitors, there
were no housekeepers, no one
would come here. We deserve
to live in a city that we keep
running.”
In addition to being an
active member of the SPTU,
Long is a full-time student
who works as a bartender.
“Activism is good. It’s
important, voices need to be
heard. I’m glad that there is
this generation that, that cares
about the future, because this
is their future. And these are
the places that they need to
live currently or will be living
going forward.
“I think it’s really
important for anybody,
whether it’s me as an elected
official or someone who is
a community activist, to be
as educated on the issues
as possible, so that when
you’re making arguments,
they’re solid arguments. If
you’re out there screaming
and advocating, it’s great, but
you don’t have all the facts,”
Kriseman said.
Both Welch and Kriseman
agreed that maintaining
affordable housing was
especially important for
college students and collegeage individuals.
“Whether it’s someone
coming back from out of out
of town, or to college, like
at USF St. Pete, we want
to make sure that there is
adequate, affordable housing
that meets standards that
uplift communities,” Welch
said.
For now, the fight forges
on to create a better future for
the people of St. Petersburg.
“Ultimately, St. Pete is
not just a tourist destination,”
Long said “It is a home for
real people.”
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Forever remembered: ‘Dolphin Tale’ star
Winter passes at Clearwater Marine Aquarium
By Brianna Madden
CONTRIBUTOR

W

inter the dolphin,
animal star of
family films
“Dolphin Tale” and “Dolphin
Tale 2,” died in the arms of
her caretakers at Clearwater
Marine Aquarium (CMA) at 8
p.m. on Nov. 11 after fighting
an intestinal illness since
Nov. 1.
CMA closed its doors to
guests to focus on saving the
aquarium’s icon. However,
despite round-the-clock care
and vigorous efforts from the
staff, the beloved bottlenose
dolphin passed.
The aquarium remained
closed on Friday to give staff
a chance to grieve and placed
a single bouquet of flowers at
the front door to pay tribute.
The aquarium held
a memorial for Winter
on Saturday with more
ceremonies planned through

Wednesday, featuring special
events, increased levels of
staff interaction with visitors
and a complete memorial
for visitors to leave letters,
flowers and other gifts.
“There are people around
here who have literally grown
up with this animal, and they
are sitting in corners crying,”
said CMA chairperson Paul
Auslander in a news release.
“While we are all heartbroken
over Winter’s death, I’m
honored to work alongside
such dedicated and talented
individuals, who gave their all
for Winter.”
CMA staff posted on
Twitter and Instagram,
“Winter, we love you,”
announcing that grief
counselors would be available
for staff and giving thanks to
all who sent messages with
Winter in their hearts.
Even “Dolphin Tale” cast
members told their stories
of love for Winter. Harry

COURTESY OF CLEARWATER MARINE AQUARIUM

Winter the dolphin was rescued from a crab trap
on Florida’s east coast at the age of 2, and has
since become an icon for the aquarium.

Connick Jr., who played Dr.
Clay, posted on Instagram,
“my heart is heavy tonight,
I’ll miss you sweet Winter.”
Winter entered the hearts
of those at CMA in 2005,
when a two-month-old
dolphin washed up on the
east coast of Florida with a
crab trap wrapped around her
tail. Despite 24-hour care by
CMA staff, her tail needed to
be amputated – a first for a
dolphin.
Winter’s story garnered
international attention in 2011
when she starred in the film
“Dolphin Tale” and again in
2014 in “Dolphin Tale 2.”
Winter became an icon
of inspiration, attracting
people from around the globe
to see the resilient dolphin,
her prosthetic tail and her
determined heart.
The research carried out
for Winters’ tail is being
applied not only to other
animal prosthetics, but
humans too. The significance
of her prosthetic is not the
tail itself, but the sleeve that
separates the tail from her
very sensitive skin.
However, Winter isn’t
famous for the research
and medical attention she
received.
Winter spent 16 years
at the aquarium inspiring
children, adults, and families
with disabilities of their own.
In times when people felt
different, alone or useless,
Winter was there to show that
life was as good as you make
it.

GAVIN HADRO | THE CROW’S NEST

The CMA website features
many of these stories,
including Stephanie Evans’s.
Evans is a 21-year-old with
a severe genetic disorder who
sometimes felt fighting wasn’t
worth it anymore. However,
on a vacation to Florida, she
visited CMA and met Winter.
Inspired by Winter’s ability
to live a normal and happy
life despite endless medical
procedures and obvious
differences, Evans’ began
fighting for her life once
again.
Evans’ is now recovering
after a successful transplant,
and stays in touch with the
staff at CMA.
People all around the
world are mourning the loss

of the resilient little dolphin
that captured the hearts
of millions. Her spirit and
memory live on not only with
the CMA, but with people
around the world.
Winter was more than
just an animal to many, and
CMA encourages people
to share their thoughts at
rememberingwinter.com.
While tears have fallen and
hearts ridden with grief have
broken, the world was lucky
to have known and loved
Winter.

Brianna Madden
is a freshman marine
biology major at USF St.
Petersburg.

Movie Review: ‘Spencer’ is a visceral
portrayal of royalty, but not for everyone
By Aubrey Carr
aubrey14@usf.edu

E

verybody knows
about Princess
Diana. The thing
is, “Spencer” isn’t the story
of the people’s princess, it’s
the story of ordinary Diana
Spencer. And unfortunately,
her tale is a lot more tragic.
Pablo Larraín’s “Spencer”
is an evocative depiction of
one of Princess Diana’s last
Christmases amongst the
royal family.
Diana (Kristen Stewart),
who is lovelessly married
to Prince Charles (Jack
Farthling), must return to
Windsor Castle for a threeday holiday celebration
marked by intrusive
traditions and an authoritarian
ambience.
The controlling
atmosphere triggers Diana,
who had previously struggled
with mental health issues, into
a downward spiral of selfharm and depression.

The opening credit of the
film describes itself as “a
fable from a true tragedy,” an
interesting acknowledgment
that gives the film permission
to dive away from strict
historical accuracy and
instead tell a fantastical tale
of Diana’s declining mental
state.
Stewart breathtakingly
stars as the beloved princess.
Long gone are Stewart’s
cold “Twilight” days, traded
instead for a remarkably
human portrayal of the iconic
figure. Stewart’s performance
is haunting, showing the true
mental turmoil of Diana,
underneath the character’s
posh exterior.
The film is a far cry from
the usual approach to royalty.
Rather than an idyllic look
into the lives of princes and
queens, the movie feels more
like a cautionary tale.
“Spencer” is not a pleasant
film. It is beautifully crafted
and wonderfully acted, but

it is not an enjoyable thing
to witness. Diana’s painful
decent into mental instability
is displayed using various
visual metaphors meant to
represent the character’s inner
turmoil.
A string of pearls acts as a
device to display the thoughts
of the protagonist. At one
point Diana, who struggles
with a severe eating disorder,
imagines herself swallowing
the pearls as she eats, causing
her to vomit. It is a brilliantly
visual way to display the
character’s internal struggle
with food. Later, the same
set of pearls tightens around
Diana’s neck, choking her.
An obvious reference to the
overbearing nature of the
royal family.
But, as advantageous as
the indirect imagery can be,
it is also the movie’s greatest
downfall.
At times, Larraín’s
dedication to symbolism
comes across as pretentious.

The film loses itself to its
artistry, leaving its intended
meaning buried underneath
layers of fluff.
This is most prevalent
at the climax of the movie.
There is a longwinded
montage of Diana throughout
her life until finally she is
seen fully grown, dancing
around in a variety of her
most iconic real-life outfits.
It’s a beautiful scene, but it
feels less like a meaningful
sequence and more like a clip
from a music video.
Though “Spencer” loses
its meaning to the artful
equivalent of rambling, there
is no denying the absolute
beauty of the film. Beyond the
obvious quality of Stewart’s
performance and the gorgeous
costume design throughout,
the movie is gorgeously shot
by cinematographer Claire
Mathon (“Portrait of a Lady
on Fire”).
“Spencer” is a carefully
crafted and exquisitely

COURTESY OF IMDB

‘Spencer’ is an artful
look into the troubled
mind of the late
Princess Diana.

visual movie, but it’s indirect
approach to storytelling
means it is not for everyone.
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USF men’s basketball ‘not quite good enough’
to defeat Auburn University
By Sofía García Vargas
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

A

fter a strong start
in the first half,
the USF men’s
basketball team fell to the
Auburn University Tigers in
the highly-anticipated game
on Nov. 19.
The Amalie Arena lit up
in green and gold as it hosted
the fourth game of the regular
season with an overnight
transformation of the court
into a stage for the home
team.
The game started with
the Bulls going on a 9-0 run
with points by center Russel
Tchewa, guards Jamir Chaplin
and Caleb Murphy and
forward Sam Hines Jr.
After six minutes of play,
the Tigers opened the score
board with a three-point
jumper from guard K.D.
Johnson.
The game proceeded with
a back and forth between the
teams mostly benefiting USF
and Murphy, who at halftime
was already at double digits
with 11 points.
Starting at the 6:26 mark
of the first half, the Tigers
shortened the difference with

more buckets from Johnson in
addition to guards Zep Jasper
and Lior Berman and forward
Jaylin Williams.
The teams went into the
locker rooms with the Bulls
up 33-26, forcing a change of
strategy from Auburn.
USF came into the second
half with a weak defense the
Tigers used to capitalize with
a 15-point run.
The Bulls struggled to
get past a tight defense by
Auburn, which resulted in
a 16-7 run that allowed the
Tigers to take the lead with
9:51 left on the clock.
The game shadowed an
intense ending too familiar for
the Bulls, as in their last game
they were able to come back
from a game-long double digit
lead from North Carolina
A&T University. This time,
however, USF wasn’t able to
get the wanted result.
The hero from the win
against North Carolina, guard
Javon Green, hit a three point
jumper with 2:28 left to play,
cutting Auburn’s lead to three
points. But after missing a
three-pointer to tie the score
board with 47 seconds left
in the game, Auburn sealed

By Baron Reichenbach
baronr@usf.edu
MONDAY
Join the St. Petersburg
campus Wellness Center for
the Adapt-a-Bull DropIn Workshop. Geared
toward students of any
year, the workshop aims
to teach students personal
dialectical behavior
therapy skills, and runs
from 11 a.m. to noon. The
Microsoft Teams link can
be found at stpetersburg.
usf.edu/wellness.
TUESDAY
The USF Esports
Discord will host an online
League of Legends custom
games session this Tuesday

night, from 8 to 11 p.m.
All gamers are welcome
regardless of experience
for a fun and casual time.
The link to the server can
be found on BullsConnect
or the USF sever hub on
Discord.
WEDNESDAY
Looking to bring the
community together with
yoga? Join TriPartisan
Canvas for Community
Movement, a monthly mix
of yoga and civic discourse
headed by BIPOC
instructors. The event is
hosted at Green Bench
Brewing Company at 1133
Baum Ave. N from 6 to
9:30 p.m.

the deal with two free throws
from Jasper and one from
Johnson setting the game
58-52.
“I thought it was going to
be a battle,” USF head coach
Brian Gregory said. “I thought
if we went out there and
played with some fight, which
I thought we did, we’d be able
to compete and we proved
that we could do that. We’re
just not quite good enough yet
to win that game.”
USF collects two wins and
two losses early in the season,
and with 10 new additions
to the team, eight transfers
and two freshmen, the team
struggles to find a consistent
rhythm.As the season
progresses, the Bulls strive to
become a stronger team.
“Each game we play
we feel better and more
comfortable,” Greene said.
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USF guard Javon Greene scored 15 points and
made three rebounds and a pair of steals.

USF will host Hampton
University on Nov. 24 at 7
p.m. at the Yuengling Center.
Tickets can be found at
gousfbulls.com.
Follow the USF men’s
basketball teams on social
media @USFMBB.

THURSDAY
Clucky returns in-person
for the fifth annual Coffee
Pot Turkey Trot, a familyfriendly Thanksgiving 5K.
The event is hosted by the
North Shore Elementary
PTA to raise money for the
school, with the start and
finish line at 200 35th Ave.
NE. Tickets are $40 for
adults and $20 for children.
The race begins at 7:45
a.m.
FRIDAY
Orlando reggae/
rock band Kash’d Out
is making landfall in
downtown St. Petersburg at
Jannus Live, 200 1st Ave.
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USF guard Caleb Murphy was a point away from
tying his career high of 20 points.

N, performing alongside
the Supervillains and
Sierra Lane Music. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m., with
the show beginning at 7
p.m. Tickets are $15 and
can be purchased through
Eventbrite.
SATURDAY
Get in the groove for
this weekend’s free Salsa
class at the Edge Collective
Marketplace, 1234 Central
Ave. The lessons are hosted
by Dance Flow Studios,
running from 7 to 8 p.m.
Further weekly classes will
be held every Saturday
through Dec. 18.

SUNDAY
Looking to snap a
good sunrise photo?
Donovan Evans of Johnson
PhotoImaging invites all
photographers to the Fort
DeSoto Welcome Center
(3500 Pinellas Bayway
South) between 7 and 8
a.m. for a last opportunity
to photograph the sunrise
between the Skyway
Bridge arches. The
event is free, and Evans
encourages participants to
bring a chair, tripod and
warm drink.

6 November 22, 2021

THE C ROW ’S NE ST

OPINION: Why the Rays move to Tampa makes sense

By Max Steele
CONTRIBUTOR
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hether you’re
an avid baseball
fan or a St.
Petersburg native, you may
have noticed news circulating
around the Tampa Bay Rays
and possibilities of the team
relocating.
For nearly a decade now,
the Rays organization have
shown interest in leaving St.
Petersburg’s Tropicana Field
and relocating to a higher
populated area.
The team have discussed
moving to Tampa, Orlando,
and are now even considering
a split-season in Montréal,
Canada.
The reason behind
wanting to move is simple:
Despite being one of the topperforming teams in Major
League Baseball (MLB) for
nearly a decade, the Rays
average one of the league’s
lowest in-game attendance per
season.
Now, if the team was not
performing well, there would
be a reason as to why fans
don’t show up for the games.
But as a 100-win American
League East champion team
in 2021, the lackluster crowd
doesn’t do the team justice.

The Rays have struggled
with attendance at Tropicana
since the team’s creation in
1998.
Fans and players have
argued that the stadium is
severely outdated, including
its sideline bullpens,
obstructing ceiling catwalks,
and an overall unaesthetically
pleasing interior.
Despite its ability to seat
42,735 fans at full capacity,
Tropicana Field averaged
approximately 9,500 fans per
game in 2021, the third lowest
in the entire league, according
to ESPN.
Don’t let the relatively
small number lead you to
believe the Rays have a
limited fanbase, as the team
averaged nearly 100,000
television viewers per game
last season, most of which
were broadcasted in Tampa
Bay, according to Bleacher
Report.
Residents from Tampa
and surrounding suburbs
prefer to watch the games at
home as they find Tropicana’s
Downtown St. Petersburg
location not only far from
their homes, but also a traffic
nightmare due to its limited
highway access.
If the stadium were closer
to this audience, it’s likely
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“RAYBOR CITY” signs popped up across Ybor
City in 2019 when the Rays showed interest in
relocating there.
more fans would show up to
games, and this is why the
Rays should move to Tampa.
The baseball team would
join the Buccaneers and
the Lightning. This season,
the Buccaneers’ Raymond
James Stadium averages over
65,000 fans per game and the
Lightning’s Amalie Arena
averages over 19,000 fans per
game, according to ESPN.
The Rays discussed
building a stadium in Ybor, a
lively district within the city
of Tampa that has potential
to draw a large crowd.
This move could benefit
the team both financially
and psychologically, while

boosting the surrounding
economy as a whole.
The Rays lease to play in
Tropicana runs through 2027,
meaning the team would face
a hefty fine if they decided to
move out before then.
Only time will tell what
will happen to our hometown
team, but one thing is for
sure: the Rays deserve better.
Max Steele is a junior
digital communication and
multimedia journalism major
at USF St. Petersburg.

OPINION: The dark and dangerous side of cryptocurrency
By Jonathan Hernandez
CONTRIBUTOR

F

or the past few
weeks, I have
noticed a lot of
posts on social media about a
trending phenomenon called
“cryptocurrency.”
There’s plenty of
cryptocurrencies making
the rounds, like the already
popular Bitcoin, Dogecoin
and Ethereum, along with
upstart cryptocurrencies, such
as Shiba Inu. Companies like
Coinbase, Solana and FTX
have also started a pattern of
businesses that specialize in
the crypto industry.
There’s even been inperson crypto events, such
as the Florida Bitcoin &
Blockchain Summit that took
place in Tampa earlier this
month.
However, there are plenty
of detrimental flaws with
cryptocurrency, from its
cultural influence to even
environmental concerns.
As it stands, almost all
cryptocurrencies are used for
speculation, just like stocks in
the stock market. People buy
crypto because they believe
the value will go up.
Without getting into
hypotheticals, most people
don’t use it to buy everyday
essentials like groceries or
physical items you can find in
a store.
Honestly, I have no idea
what the “blockchain” can
do that physical money can’t.
In other words, it’s solving a
non-existent problem.

On top of that, many
cryptocurrencies tend to
fluctuate in value, with
external influences like social
media playing a big role in
their rise and fall.
The cultural influence
cryptocurrency has across
popular media is not to
be understated. Many
mainstream outlets have
covered cryptocurrency with
praise, but also with minimal
critique.
Non-fungible tokens
Currently, one of the
most widely known uses for
cryptocurrency is to purchase
non-fungible tokens (NFTs), a
unique unit of data that almost
serves as digital trading cards.
To put it simply, NFT’s
are links to an image, but
are stored via blockchain
technology, powered by
cryptocurrency like Ethereum.
Many brands are
promoting NFTs, such as
Reddit and Electronic Arts.
Even popular figures like
Tom Brady and Lil Nas X are
hopping on the bandwagon.
One issue with NFT
technology is that it caters to
such a niche audience.
Another issue is,
unfortunately, rampant art
theft by NFT enthusiasts.
There’s been countless
online stories of artists having
their work stolen and used by
people who are into NFTs,
who tend to have profile
pictures of AI-generated
monkeys or lions that pretty
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With the rise in its popularity, crypto has brought
wide-reaching environmental and cultural
concerns.
much look the same.
Most of these NFT fanatics
claim that what they do is
beneficial to artists, all while
screwing over said artists by
putting their art on the NFT
marketplace without the
artist’s consent.
In fact, many of these
artists want nothing to do
with anything related to
cryptocurrency or blockchain
technology. It’s the antithesis
of what art is supposed to
be all about: creativity and
individuality.
This further proves
the point Jackson Palmer,
one of the founders of
Dogecoin, made that crypto
is an inherently right-wing
technology, including on
social issues, given their
hatred for marginalized
groups.

Are these the type of
people you want to attract if
you were a run-of-the-mill
business? A toxic community
with a cult-like mentality
willing to bash on others
merely for who they are?
The cult-like mentality
surrounding NFTs was also
the reason one of the creators
behind it, Anil Dash, shunned
it as a scam claiming images
are unable to be actually
stored in the blockchain. In
other words, at the end of the
day, NFTs are useless and
have no real-world value.
Read the full story on
crowsneststpete.com.
Jonathan Hernandez
is a sophomore digital
communication and
multimedia journalism major.
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A tale of two Americas

By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

T

hough idealized, the
“American Dream”
is subjective. This
rings true in recent criminal
justice cases that struck a
chord in the public sphere.
On Thursday, Nov. 18, it
was announced that 39-yearold Black man Julius Jones
would be taken off death
row after public outcry
that substantial evidence
supported his innocence. The
next day, it was announced
that Kyle Rittenhouse, tried
for the death of two men,
would be acquitted of all
charges.
Jones, a then 19-year-old
sophomore at the University
of Oklahoma, was arrested for
the 1997 murder of 45-yearold businessman Paul Howell
after being pointed out as the
prime suspect in 1999.
According to a 2019 OU
Daily article, Jones was
about to earn a basketball
scholarship from the
university when he was
arrested for the murder.
At 22-years-old, Jones was
sentenced to death in 2002.
After nearly two decades
on death row, Jones’
scheduled execution date
of Nov. 18 became the day

his sentence turned to life in
prison without possibility of
parole.
After a series of social
media posts demanding Jones’
innocence be taken into
consideration, Oklahoma Gov.
Kevin Stitt announced the
inmate’s clemency.
According to a 2014 study
cited in The LA Times, it was
estimated that if all deathsentence defendants remained
under sentence of death
indefinitely, at least 4.1%
would be exonerated.
“For over 20 years, I have
been haunted by the idea of
watching my baby boy die in
an execution chamber for a
murder that occurred when he
was home with his family,”
Madeline Davis-Jones, the
inmate’s mother, said in a
tweet on the @Justice4Julius
twitter page. “I am grateful
that after today’s decision
by the governor, that can no
longer happen.”
While Jones’ clemency
was a victory for those
advocating against his
execution, the news of
Rittenhouse’s acquittal was a
step in the other direction.
On the night of Aug. 25,
2020, in the wake of the
police’s murder of Jacob
Blake in Kenosha, Wis.,
Rittenhouse, 17 at the time,

shot three and killed two
people amid city-wide
upheaval in support for Black
Lives.
In addition to three
homicide charges,
Rittenhouse was charged for
two counts of first-degree
recklessly endangering
safety — all of these charges
were ruled as “not guilty,”
in addition to the dismissed
charges for possession of a
dangerous weapon by a minor
and failure to comply with a
local emergency order.
Many young people, like
junior interdisciplinary social
sciences major Morgan Davis,
believe the verdict is a clear
fallacy and demonstration of
character for the U.S. justice
system.
“After Kyle Rittenhouse
was found innocent of
all charges of murder, at
least three Republican
state representatives made
comments implying the
accused shooter would make
a wonderful congressional
intern,” said Morgan Davis.
Following Rittenhouse’s
verdict, several people from
both sides of the political
spectrum took to social media
to express their views on the
acquittal.
“The verdict in the Kyle
Rittenhouse case is a travesty

COURTESY OF NPR

Kyle Rittenhouse was 17 years old when he shot
three and killed two people in 2020. He was
acquitted of all charges on Friday, Nov. 19.
and fails to deliver justice
on behalf of those who lost
their lives as they peacefully
assembled to protest against
police brutality and violence,”
said NAACP President and
CEO, Derrick Johnson, on
the verdict. “Rittenhouse’s
decision to go to Kenosha
and provoke protestors was
unwarranted.”
“This verdict is a
reminder of the treacherous
role that white supremacy
and privilege play within
our justice system,” said
Johnson. “In the midst of
this disappointing verdict,
we must continue to work to
ensure that those who seek
to harm progress do not find
refuge for their illicit acts in
a system meant to protect
victims.”

When asked for his
response on the verdict,
President Joe Biden said,
“Look, I stand by what the
jury has concluded. The jury
system works, and we have to
abide by it.”
Upon this statement,
many criticized Biden’s
lack of knowledge about the
case and his unwillingness
to express grief as someone
who previously empathized
with the Black Lives Matter
Movement.
“Keeping up with
prominent trials like those
of Ahmaud Arbury and Kyle
Rittenhouse is an important
part of being an informed
voter,” Morgan said. “As we
see the same story play out
over and over, we are the ones
who need to make a change.”

OPINION: St. Pete’s uniquely sustainable fashion scene

By Lily Cannon
CONTRIBUTOR

I

was en route to
Driftwood Cafe to
write this article when I
passed at least three separate
girls with clothes I wanted to
aggressively compliment and
maybe steal.
That effectively sums up
my thought process during my
commute between classes: A
cute pinstripe jumpsuit. Chic
white boots. A better-looking
dress than anything worn on
“Emily in Paris.”
Whenever I do get the
courage to ask where they
got their outfits, the answer is
mostly the same: Shein.
It makes sense. Shein
is an incredibly successful
e-commerce retailer with
revenue falling around an
estimated $10 billion in
2020 alone. Its clothes are
affordable, trendy and helped
in no small part by Tik Tokers
showering them with attention
in so-called “Shein hauls.”
When you work part-time
at minimum wage, finding
a $21 velvet bodycon dress
is a steal. That doesn’t mean
there aren’t downsides to this
company as well.
Many of the Chinese
factories that Shein sources
from reportedly break national
labor laws, with Nancun
Village, commonly referred to
as “Shein Village,” adopting
work hours set from 8 a.m. to
10 p.m. Workers are only paid

for each article sold instead of
having an established wage.
To say nothing of the
company itself claiming to
release 1,000 new items a day,
a practice that doesn’t bode
well for the general fashion
industry’s reputation as a
contributor to more than 10%
of CO2 emissions globally.
Nor the repeated claims of
taking designs from smaller
businesses and designers like
Mariama Diallo.
One might say this is just
part of “fast fashion,” but
it’s also a normalized toxic
practice.
So how can USF
Bulls remain stylish and
contribute to the university’s
environmental efforts?
During that same walk
to Driftwood, I passed a
collection of white tents and a
buzz of people who served at
this year’s St. Pete Craft Fair,
an event that is emblematic
of the vintage solution to
this problem. One tent in
particular contained rainbow
felted dresses straight out of
an Impressionist painting that
the owner herself took over
100 hours to complete.
St. Petersburg houses a
thrift community ranging in
both price and content, but
nonetheless one that shares an
affinity for ethically-sourced
garments.
One boutique on Central
Avenue, Wendy’s Closet, is
recognizable immediately
from its bright neon sign

urging its primarily young
consumers to trade, donate
and shop. Store owner Wendy
Barrett who wore a stylish
pair of converse platforms
during our interview, has
stayed local for over thirty
years, but maintains a freshly
fun and accessible feel to her
business.
“People can afford my
really good stuff there,”
Barrett said.
There are walls of cowboy
boots, a rack dedicated solely
to motorcycle jackets and
indie band t-shirts that could
be seen on any number of
influencers.
“I have everything,”
Barrett said.
The retro feel to Wendy’s
Closet remains applicable
to the wash of 60s and 70s
trends, but students won’t
miss the newer pieces, many
of which arrive second-hand
from Shein.
Her perspective on fashion
also hits with the current
state of this industry: “People
change their whims on a
daily basis” but, “it’s fun. It’s
history.”
A block away from
Wendy’s Closet lies another
St. Petersburg gem: Artpool
Gallery, which hosts a curated
collection of vintage pieces
that are everything to gawk
at. Its storefront belies the
treasures inside, with a series
of mannequins dressed in
everything from genuine 50s
party dresses to fun boas
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Reservations can be made to shop in store at Art
Pool, or people can send offers for pieces shown
on its Instagram.
straight out of a Harry Styles
concert to recycled leather
shirts.
The business itself has
stayed in St. Petersburg
since 2008 and remains a
microcosm of the city’s
individuality, while still
offering designs that are both
effortless and sophisticated.
The boutique is currently only
accepting reservations for
shopping on its website, but
customers are welcome to get
an item from its Instagram as
well.
If students are looking
for other Instagram-able
garments, the Revolve
Clothing Exchange on
Fourth St. North proudly
shows off styles I guarantee
will be worn at next year’s
Homecoming. I still think of
that particular pink frilly dress

with a plunging neckline and
sigh.
All three stores are sizeinclusive, which remains
another pressing issue in the
fashion realms, but provides
all the more reason to shop
local and sustainable.
If you’re ever bored
on a Saturday afternoon, I
recommend bringing friends
and perusing through any of
these three shops, and you
might just find something that
can’t be replicated anywhere
else.
Lily Cannon is a freshman
English major at USF St.
Petersburg.

8 November 22, 2021

THE C ROW ’S NE ST

Student spotlight: Scaling new heights, rappelling away
from college stresses
By Aubrey Carr and
Molly Ryan
aubrey14@usf.edu
mollyr5@usf.edu

F

or USF St.
Petersburg student
Ana Miranda, it’s not
about how fast she gets there
or what’s waiting on the other
side. It’s all about the climb –
the rock climb, that is.
Miranda, a senior
psychology major, uses
climbing as an outlet for daily
stressors.
“It’s one of my major
coping mechanisms,”
Miranda said. “I can tell when
I need to be climbing more
because I will get stressed out,
it’s just such a release.”
Though she has climbed
for most of her life, Miranda
started “taking it seriously”
two years ago at her resident
indoor climbing gym, Vertical
Ventures in St. Petersburg.
Now, she typically climbs five
days a week.
“Since Vertical Ventures is
the only climbing gym in the
Tampa Bay area, the climbing
community in St. Pete is
really rich,” Miranda said.
“[Vertical Ventures is] such a
positive environment and all
of the staff are all extremely
encouraging for everyone of
all skill levels.”
With St. Petersburg’s
culturally diverse population,
according to Miranda, another
thing that makes Vertical
Ventures special is its ability
to foster inclusivity.
“Vertical Ventures
is extremely inclusive
of everyone from any
background,” Miranda said.
“One of my favorite things

about the gym is that they put
pronouns and preferred name
in your account.”
Miranda said she
recommends the sport
for anyone looking to let
out stress in a supportive
environment — and the
climbing community offers
just that.
“It’s not competitive.
Everyone’s hyping each
other up,” Miranda said. “So,
you just get the benefit of
everyone being there for you
plus the stress outlet of the
physical exertion.”
Miranda said that she was
drawn to climbing, not only
for its physical and mental
advantages, but also for the
sense of community that
comes with the sport.
“I know that when I first
started [college], I needed
some community,” Miranda
said. “Just being able to come
here and have people that
you know, and be like ‘hey
how’ve you been?’ It’s just
nice.”
COVID-19 impacted
Miranda’s ability to access
the gym — taking away an
important outlet in her life.
“It was a rough time. The
gym opened up slowly. Only
a certain amount of people
were [allowed] in,” Miranda
said. “You were only allowed
to be here once a week and I
was used to climbing like five
days a week prior to that.”
With facilities reopening
and restrictions being lifted
during the past year, Miranda
could not be more pleased to
return to the gym. “It feels
so good. It’s like returning
home,” she said.

Attending USF St.
Petersburg was less of a
choice and more of a given
for Miranda. In addition to
the campus’s proximity to
Vertical Ventures, its tightknit community and reputable
psychology program made it
the perfect fit.
Though she entered as
a junior in college, coming
from a small high school,
Miranda was “terrified” of the
scale of larger universities.
However, those fears were
assuaged a after visiting the
waterfront campus.
“I came to tour St. Pete,
and it felt so tranquil. And I
was like, ‘This is it.’ So, it
kind of chose me more in a
way,” Miranda said.
Outside of climbing,
Miranda enjoys helping
others, a passion she fulfils
through her social work
internship with Washington
D.C.’s Public Defender
Service. There, Miranda
works in the mental health
division, where she serves as
a case manager in criminal
cases.
“I have one-on-one contact
with the clients, I hear their
stories and then transcribe
everything into our database.
It’s a little bit of a reality
check, just because it’s so
heavy,” she said.
Miranda turns to climbing
when the stress of the job
begins to weigh on her.
“Climbing has helped so
much because I will come in
[after dealing] with a horrible
case [at work] and a really
bad situation. I’ll just be like,
‘I’m going to climb a wall and
pretend like all of this doesn’t
exist,’” she said.
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According to Ana Miranda, climbers use
hangboards (seen above) to build hand and finger
strength while climbing.
Now, approaching her final
semester in college, Miranda
will graduate at 19 and plans
to pursue a doctorate in
clinical psychology in hopes
of someday working in the
criminal justice system.
Through her academic
pursuits, Miranda says she
will continue to climb as

much as she can.
“I couldn’t see me going
through graduate school
without climbing,” Miranda
said. “It’s not even a question
in my brain, it’s a given. Like,
okay, you get into this school,
where’s the closest gym?”
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Miranda has been climbing for most of her life, but
started taking it seriously about two years ago.

Miranda reaches the top of a ‘bouldering’ course, a form of free climbing that
does not require a rope or harness.

