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Black History Essay Winners - Week Two
bv Barry A. Me Intosh
Challenger General Manager
Matthew Rosenberg
Matthew Rosenberg, a
3rd , grader at Ridgecrest
Elementary felt that Rosa
Parks was the AfricanAmerican that had the
biggest influence on his
life.
It didn’t take him very
long to decide who to write
about, since she was the
first person that came to
mind. He said, "I thought
she was very courageous;"
When his mom told
him he was chosen as one
of the winners, he said, "I
was screaming."
Dad
Frank, and mom Peggy
were also really excited he
recounts Matthew was
very surprised he won, as
he put it, die contest "iwas
out of the whole county,
and who would think a lit-

The City Called Midtown Answered

Matthew Rosenberg
tie 3rd grader would win,
like me?" However, writing
is one of his hobbies. This
was the second writing
contest he has entered; and
the first time that he has
won.
Matthew’s
favorite
subject in school is science,
and among his interests
outside school, he lists
toller skating, biking, and

playing piano.
Matthew is also a fan
of high tech equipment,
and because of that he
wants to be a spy when he
grows lip. He plans: to split
his winnings between
church, buying toys, and
saving for a computer.
Brittany Skinner
When 11 year old
Brittany Skinner found out

Derek Connelly

Brittany Skinner
she was a middle school
winner, the first thing she
did was call the person who
was her subject, Trudy
Popoola, then she jumped
around from joy. This was
despite the fact that this
wasn’t the first writing
contest she has won. As a
5th grade student af
Maximo Elementary, she
won the PRIDE award for

photos by Barry A. McIntosh

writing.
Brittany enjoys writing, mostly about real life
experiences;. Her winning
essay is a prime example of
that. Ms. Trudy, as she is
affectionately called, has
been Brittany’s Girl Scout
Leader since she was four
years old, and her impact
on Brittany is very evident.
In fact, Brittany says,

"she’s like my other mother."
There was, never a
doubt about who her sub
ject would be: Brittany
adds that Ms. Trudy "has
done so much for the com
munity." Brittany’s passion
for writing makes it her
favorite subject at school,

Winners
continued on pg. 8

Gibbs’ Standouts Are On Their Way

Michelle Richards

Seven Gibbs’ Students Receive Football Scholarships

Breathes Life into the
Music of "Manhattan

L-R: Barbara Springfield, aunt; Jonathan
Moore, recent University of Massachusetts
signee, Barbara Reid, aunt

Dujuan Davis with his proud relatives. L-R:
(seated) Dujuan Davis, Angela Coston, aunt,
(standing) Albert Coston, Jr., uncle; Cory
Stevens, sister-in-law; Tyrone Stevens, brother.
photos by Rassi

years. Since he has been at
bv Candace K, Clarke
the school, every year, has
^ChallengerStaff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG-. seen, bbtyveen -six tp eight
Last Wednesday, February players get recruited. Ask
5, six Gibbs High School any member of the team,
students made it official, past or present, and they’ll
signing football scholar tell yOu, Davis is hke a
ships for colleges across father figure. In his career;
the nation. Those Glad Davis has helped coach
iators were Dajuan Davis great successes such as
OL (Wilham Penn Uni Tampa Bay Buccaneers
versity), John Jackson, LB quarterback Shaun1 King,
(William Penn Univers one of the school’s favorite
ity), Jonathon Moore, WR alumni. ."My job while
(University of Massa these students are here at
chusetts), Ray Mazuch- school is to make them do
owski, WR, (William Penn right," he remarked; "I
University), Siaosi Uha- think my greatest thrill is
tafe, DL (University of when I see the kids Stay in
South Florida) and Jesse school and sign up for a
George, OL (Methodist scholarship to go off to
College). A late sign-in the college and get that educa
following day was La- tion."
"I couldn’t do it with
markus Ward, RB, going to
the University of Virginia out him," said Jackson, 17,
College at Wise. The seven of Davis. "Coach Davis is
Gibbs players each re One of the best things to
ceived full college scholar ever happen: to me . . ."
ships,
tanging
from remarked Jackson, an out
side linebacker who’s on
$18,OOO-$2O,OOO.
This was a good his way to Wilham Penn.
recruiting year, explained "He’s a good coach,"
Gladiators’ coach, Al added Dajuan Davis, 17, a
Davis. Davis, an alumnus running back who’s also
himself, has icoached foot
Gibbs
ball at Gibbs for the last 13
.continued on pg. 6

Casino"

L-R: Charlotte Anderson, VP of Admin.; Carol
White, Committee Member; Charlene Jenkins,
Health Ed. Supervisor
photos by Rassi

and dependency in the
community as it affects
individuals and families.
This year’s theme is
"Making a Difference In
The Next Century:" In
helping to make a differ
ence in individual fives and
to the community, the
Coalition works toward
achieving this mission by
partnering with communi
ty stakeholders to develop
a strong community organ
ization that holds a shared

photo by Bill Thomas

by Barry A. McIntosh
Challenger General Manager
ST. PETERSBURGOn Monday, February 10,
some 200 Midtown resi
dents, business owners,
contractors, and concerned
citizens gathered into John
Hopkins Middle School’s
cafeteria to hear What the
City of St; Petersburg had
to say about the proposed
Midtown revitalization
The meeting, affected
everyone that fives in the
Midtown area, The City
unveiled a piece of 'the
process by which they
would go about injecting
new fife into one of the

oldest areas of the city.
Goliath Davis, Deputy
Mayor, Economic Devel
opment stressed in his wel
come remarks, "We want
your input,"
as
he
addressed a crowd that
almost tripled the largest
previous meeting atten
dance high of about 75.
According to Janis Ford,
Weed & Seed Coordinator,
the meetings have histori
cally attracted 40- 75 peo
ple.
Davis provided a little
background on how we
arrived at this point In

Midtown
continued on pg. 6

Cash For Yowr Own
Cits Plant Story

$

If you have ever lived, workwl or played lu the «W Gas
Plant AM, The Weekly Challenger wants to hear from
yon. The Weekly Challenger will pay
for taels story
printed in our pnblitation. Please send ,v»nr typed
story, no more than W words to Norman E. loses, It
hy tnat'h 2SM &r, Martin Luther King Avenue, So., St,
Petersburg, PL, A3711 or bv entail at
5.J__
afiHmteanSMLcaa.

Bob Devin Jones, “Manahattan Casino” playwright,
and longtime friend Michelle Richards collaborate
for the first time on the “Manhattan Casino” project.
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

by Barry A, McIntosh
CM/enger General Manager
ST. PETERSBURGHow do you tell about a
storied time in the history
of St. Petersburg’s AfricanAmerican culture? How do
you bring to life the heart
and soul of 22nd St.
South’s musical genre?
How do you capture
moments in time when the
sun shone on a place his
torically darkened by
racism?
Such is the task for

LiveArts Peninsula Found
ation’s laiest production,
"Manhattan Casino." The
"Manhattan Casino" was
the venue on 22nd St.
South for some of the best
African-American musi
cians in the world during
the 1930s to 60s. Its dance
hall was filled with the
rhythm and melodies of the
likes of Duke Ellington,
Ella Fitzgerald, and Count
Basie.

Manhattan
continued on pg. 7

Coalition For Safe And Drug-Free St. Petersburg Holds
Annual Meeting —
bv Tangela Fedrick
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURGThe Coalition For a Safe
and
Drug-Free
St.
Petersburg held its Annual
Meeting and Open House
this past Thursday, at their
Administration office.
The Coalition is com
mitted to a safe, healthy
and drug-free lifestyle for
all citizens. It is tasked with
finding solutions to the
threat of drug use, abuse

An attentive crowd listens to the presentation on the
Midtown LDR Project

CALLTODAY!
To Win A Pair of Tickets
To See the Theatrical Production
of Manhattan Casino
Running February 20 — March 2
At the St. Petersburg Coliseum
896-2921
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A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson, Jr.
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“Black People Must Sell As Well As Buy Else Remain A Beggar Race”
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(1967 - 2001)
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THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.
MEMBER

Southeast Black
Publishers
Association

bv Barry A. Mclntosh,
General Manager
Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his

destiny, and helped others working for someone else,
do the same. That is what and buying and spending
he preached incessantly; be more than selling has per
in control of your own des petuated some level of sub
tiny. To achieve that sort of jugation.
freedom, one must sell, and
An
often-repeated
even more importantly, sell story from those who tried
what belongs to them, not as they could to write sto
someone else’s product or ries for him was his
service. In other words, response to essentially "go
find yourself a business, sell an ad, and keep your
work it, be successful at it, story." He promoted the
and thus dramatically re participation in commercial
duce your dependence up enterprise, controlling your
on others for support. destiny. In addition, he
Working for someone else, backed up what initially
and having them control seemed like a harsh request
your income, has relegated by taking so many under
many . African-Amaricans his wings and training them
to a beggar race, in some to "sell." This town is filled
cases more severely than with people who took his
others. Nevertheless, as advice, and are forever
Mr. Johnson experienced it, indebted to Mr. Johnson for

the success they’ve achieved.
For those of us who
were not privileged to meet
Mr. Johnson and fully un
derstand his philosophy, it
does us well to understand
the import of the words,
"Black People Must Sell
As Well As Buy, Else
Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’"
This is critically important
when we look at this equa
tion from the buying side.
For example, the National
Urban League reported that
during the decade of the
90s, "African-American
buying power increased
almost 73 percent." The
challenge we face with that
increase in disposable in
come is the problem with

too much spending.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S.
Census Bureau report
showed that Blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
necessities like Food, Tele
phone, Utilities, Clothing,
and Major Appliances.
Another study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the Black fam
ily median income was
54% - 65% of white fami
lies in the four age groups
35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and
65+. Conversely, the same
study reported that a Black
family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a
white
family earning
$50,000. No wonder that

Mr.
Johnson
stressed
"Selling" over "Buying."
The net result: a negative
net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to
white Americans with com
parable incomes.
"Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is
no longer here, but the
stark reality of our plight
remains. It thus does us all
well to reflect heavily on
what motivated him, his
legacy: "Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar
Race’," lest we find our
selves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued
out of love and respect for
all of us!
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Hijacking King’s Dream The Conservatives Have
No Shame-----------------------by Ron Daniels
Another Martin Luther
King Day commemoration
is now history. One of the
admirable things about
having a MLK holiday is
that at least once a year the
nation pauses to focus on
the life and legacy of one
of the greatest human be
ings in world history, a
prophetic visionary who
inspired African Ameri
cans and millions of con
cerned people to rise up to
shatter the wall of apar
theid in the U.S. and em
brace the dream of a “be
loved community”.
King dreamed of a
new America and world
where all human beings
would have a decent stan
dard of living and dwell
together in peace and jus
tice. The down side of the
annual holiday commemo
ration is that much of the
meaning of King’s mes
sage is drowned out by

pomp and circumstance
and the hypocritical em
brace by many who mount
the stage to extol his vir
tues today who vilified his
name while he plied his
ministry on this earth.
Worst still there are those
who in a calculated and
sinister way seek to hijack
King’s dream and use it to
promote and advance an
agenda that is antithetical
to virtually everything he
stood for.
Indeed, the conserva
tives, Republicans and De
mocrats fought against ev
ery civil rights measure
and social and economic
justice proposal King put
forth for national consider
ation. Now that he is safe
ly gone, the conservatives
crudely attempt to enlist
the likes of Roy Innis to
aid and abet their sinister
scheme of selectively us
ing King’s words to give
false sanction to a reac-

bv Susan Frost
In America’s schools,
class sizes are ballooning.
It’s increasingly difficult to
recruit and retain wellqualified teachers for our
inner city and rural schools.
A quarter of our nation’s
eighth grade’ students read
at "below basic" levels. Be
tween 9th and 12th grades,
1.4 million of our children
will drop out of high
school. Of those who enter
college, close to 30 percent
will have to take remedial

courses in reading, writing,
or math.
States across the coun
try are facing rapidly grow
ing budget crises - the
worst since World War II.
Governors and state legis
lators are being forced to
slash education funding in
order to meet balanced
budget mandates.
Yet, even as states and
local school districts cut
vital services and lay off
teachers, doubts are being
raised about whether Wash

ington will fulfill its prom
ise to fully fund the No
Child Left Behind Act, the
landmark education legisla
tion put forward by Presi
dent Bush. Congress has
yet to decide, for example
about how much federal
money should be invested
in the next school year. The
U.S. Senate wants to add
$6.5 billion in new invest
ments over and above the
President’s budget while
the House has proposed
practically no increases.

This is NOT the time
for the federal government
to renege on its commit
ment to improve the educa
tional opportunities offered
to our nation’s most at-risk
children. If Washington
turns its back, millions of
children will be left behind.
The Alliance for Ex
cellent Education, a nation
al non-profit organization
advocating on behalf of
America’s six million atrisk middle and high school
students, is urging Con

gress and the President to are going to give every
agree to the Senate’s $6.5 child the opportunity to
billion education invest graduate from high school,
ment. This investment is a prepared for college.
At a time when home
necessary down payment
on the promises made in land security is such a pri
the President’s No Child ority for the nation, we
Left Behind Act. It would must remember that invest
help our schools and stu ing in our children’s future
dents meet the require is our best defense.
ments of the new law and
Susan Frost is the exec
work toward the goal of utive director of Alliance
raising student achieve for Excellent Education.
ment in every classroom in
the country. This invest
ment must be enacted if we

After Columbia, Continue to Boldly Go Forward
by Jerry Brooks
A New Visions
Con^nentary paper
Being a pioneer in any
thing has always been a
risky
proposition.
Throughout history, those
who have dared the seem
ingly impossible have had
to endure everything from
doubters and ridicule to
hardship and unforeseen
dangers.
Christopher Colum
bus, the Wright brothers
and Lewis and Clark are
just a few examples of the
numerous pioneers who
risked everything - even
their very lives - to create
opportunities, expand our

base, of knowledge and dis
cover new Worlds. Theini
accpippli?hro£pts
were
done so that humanity as a
whole could experience
what happens when bound
aries are crossed, barriers
are shattered and possibili
ties become realities.
For the seven brave
souls of the space shuttle
Columbia, their lives are a
tribute to the ongoing hu
man adventure of discov
ery and a testimony of the
true meaning of courage.
They knew the risks yet
took the chance anyway regardless of what could
transpire. They will take
their place in history

amongst our greatest pio
neers.
As President Ronald
Reagan did when the Chal
lenger tragedy struck on
January 28, 1986, Presid
ent George W. Bush be
came our nation's chaplainin-chief. He brought a
measure of comfort to the
sorrow of many Americans
who mourn the loss of
those seven intrepid ex
plorers on February 1,
2003.
Some people speculate
this may be the end of the
American space program. I
don't think so. The ad
vances that have been
made in the arenas of tech

nology and medical re
search far outweigh the
risks that are inherent in
the realm of space explo
ration.
An explorer's curiosity
and thirst for knowledge
can never really be quen
ched. Therefore, our na
tion's space program will
continue. We wilrleam
what happened to Colum
bia. Mankind and the ma
chines he builds are not
perfect, but we can always
leam something new and
do our level best io ensure
that another tragedy of this
magnitude does not occur
again.
For David Brown,

Commander Willie Mc
Cool, Kalpana Chalwa
(who was born in India),
Lt. Colonel Michael An
derson, Dr. Laurel Clark (a
physician), mission com
mander Colonel Rick Hus
band and Colonel Han Ra
mon (the first Israeli in
space and a hero in his
native Israel), your enthu
siasm, your passion for
knowledge and the sacri
fices you made will not go
unnoticed or forgotten by
this journalist, this nation
or the world.
Future astronauts and
all Americans can leam a
great deal from the Colum
bia's crew. In spite of the

potential dangers and prob
lems that may arise, em
brace the courage and the
determination of the Co
lumbia crew and continue
to boldly go where no men
have gone before. That
would be a fitting legacy of
the Columbia.
May God grant His
comfort to the families of
the crew, the nations of
Israel and India and the
American people as we
honor these brave men and
women for their sacrifice
and courage.
Tto© ©(paorBU

No Place To Hide---- ----------------------------- -——
by Reverend Sala W, J, Nolan
On October 24, 2001,
six weeks after the Sep
tember 11 terrorist attacks,
Congress passed a law "to
deter and punish terrorist
acts in the United States
and around the world, to
enhance law enforcement
investigatory tools, and for
other purposes."
The
House voted 356-to-66,
and the Senate, 90-to-l, to
support what has come to
be called "The Patriot Act."
Quickly pulled togeth
er in an environment of
fear and public concern
about terrorism, the law
consolidates tremendous
new powers in the execu
tive branch of government,
and greatly enlarges the
government’s ability to
conduct surveillance, de
tain immigrants, conduct
searches and seizures, and
prosecute political dissi
dents. Today, more than a
year after the attacks and
the initial fighting in Af
ghanistan, U.S. citizens are

growing more concerned
about our government’s
ability to suspend civil lib
erties and silence political
dissent. Just this past week,
bureaucratic power was
further consolidated with
the creation of the new
U.S.
Department
for
Homeland Security, and
meanwhile, our govern
ment has been busily pre
paring .for war with Iraq
while
simultaneously
fighting a war on terrorism
with nebulous boundaries
and no end in sight. Other
nations have pitched bat
tles in the name of con
fronting terrorism as well,
and individual liberties
have been lost.
Why is this important?
Take a walk with me on
any day, anywhere in the
United States. Let’s go to
the grocery store for beans
and rice. No cash? Use the
debit card. Your informa
tion is captured. We visit
the doctor and pay for the
lab tests. Information cap

tured. Call a friend from a
cell phone.
Captured. Make a
monthly payment through
customer service and pro
vide your social security
number. Surf the web.
Captured. Was there any
thing in a search that might
be construed by an observ
er to be unpatriotic? New
laws make it possible for
the government to monitor
calls, e-mail, and conversa
tions in homes, offices, and
cars. Our smallest move
ments can be known.
The FBI has created an
on-line database called the
Terrorist Information Sys
tem that contains data on
more than 200,000 individ
uals and over 3,000 organ
izations. It contains infor
mation not only on sub
jects of investigations, but
on contacts and potential
witnesses as well. In itself,
this may seem hke a neces
sary thing. But when we
operate out of fear, without
proper safeguards, such an

information system can
endanger the privacy of a
whole people.
This is not the first
time in this country that we
have responded to fear by
clamping down on individ
ual liberties. Just as Arab
Americans are being sus
pected of terrorist plots
based on nothing other
than their heritage, we also
imprisoned dissidents dur
ing World War I for speak
ing out against the war, and
we incarcerated Japanese
Americans during World
War II. In the 1960s and
70s, the FBI’s counterintel
ligence program COINTELPRO was a massive
operation to infiltrate, dis
rupt, and otherwise inter
fere with the lawful activi
ties of civil rights advo
cates, religious bodies, and
others. As history teaches
us: Once the government
has successfully curtailed
our civil liberties, it is very
difficult to roll back on
these infringements.

Is it time to be afraid,
or is it time to take back
our rights as a people? The
first step in taking back our
rights is to know what they
are. Knowledge is power.
All people in the
United States have rights,
even if they are not U.S.
citizens. Regardless of our
citizenship status, we do
not have to answer any
questions by any law en
forcement agent. We do
not have to sign any paper
without a lawyer present.
We do not have to let the
police, the FBI, the INS, or
anyone else come into our
homes or search our of
fices without a warrant. We
do not have to answer
questions about immigra
tion status. We are protect
ed under the Fourth
Amendment against unrea
sonable seizures. We have
the right to advocate for
changes in laws and gov
ernment practices under
the First Amendment.
I believe it is our duty

as true patriots to act now
to support the human right
to privacy and peace.
A coalition of more
than 30 civil liberties or
ganizations has written to
the House and Senate Ju
diciary Committees to urge
them to review the Attor
ney General’s guidelines
on homeland security. The
letter asks Congress to
consider how the new law
infringes upon First Amendment freedoms of
political and religious or
ganization, questions the
legal basis for the changes,
and asks that there be regu
lar oversight of FBI activi
ties to prevent abuse. The
letter may be reviewed on
line through www.inde
fenseoffreedom.org
The Rev. Saia W..1
Nolan is Minister for Cri
minal Justice and Human
Rights with the United
Church of Christ’s Justice
and Witness Ministries
based in Cleveland. Ohio.

tionary agenda.
Bush and the conserva
tives have no shame. They
know what their goals and

objectives are, and they
will use any and all means
to succeed including hi
jacking King’s dream.

We should not be de
ceived or distracted. Our
task as progressives is to
rescue the dream by resist

ing the machinations of the
conservatives and relent
lessly working to build a
new and just society and

world grounded in King’s

munity!

vision of the beloved com-

Let Us ’Keep the Dream Alive!’
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
Educational Activist Directs
Seminar----------------------ST. PETERSBURG - ness, Oliver will lead the
On Saturday, February seminar with the co-spon15th, retired educator sorship of Operation PAR
James Oliver of Operation and St. Petersburg Weed
PAR will host, "Mentoring and Seed. This profession
for Success: A Design for al training is designed to
Mentoring the Whole enhance the mentor/menChild." Known as a dy tee relationship by provid
namic trainer dedicated to ing opportunities for peo
educational achievement ple who volunteer and give
and positive social aware their time and love to chil

dren.
The seminar will be
held from 9:30 a.m. to
noon at the O.B. McLin
Building, located at 1900
M.LK. Street South. For
more information, please
call Gerald Syrkett at (727)
893-5438, or Janis Ford,
(727) 893-9841.

Live At The Manhattan
ST. PETERSBURG - Two interesting tidbits: the
Rehearsals are in their role of Rat, the Casino's
final stages before the manager, will be played by
world premiere of the Henry Lawrence, a three
"Manhattan Casino", the time Super Bowl champi
new 22nd St. South musi on with the L:A./Oakland
cal, coming to the Coli Raiders and two-time Pro
seum for 10 performances Bowl
veteran;
and
from Feb. 20 to March 2. Michelle Lamar Richards,

co-lyricist who also plays
the role of Dorthea
Dunbar, is known for her
starring roles in movies
"The Bodyguard" and
"Top Dog". For tickets,
call: 892-5202.

AIDS Film, Runs In The
Family, Becomes Fundraiser
At Palladium------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG Spectacular, Spectacular, a
live concert to be per
formed by local and visit
ing artists at the Palladium,
8 p.m., February 21, 253
5th Ave. North, to raise
funds for a full-length
motion picture targeted to
reach the national commu
nity about HIV awareness.
Part of the movie will be
shot at the Palladium dur

ing the concert. Tickets are ciation Of Pinellas), a divi
$20 and available by call sion of The Hospice of the
ing (727) 576-5347. Runs Florida Suncoast. Approx
In the Family, is a socially imately 25 cast and crew
relevant feature film de members and 50 extras
picting the life of a young were involved in the first
Latino suffering from neu scene, shot at a popular
ropathy related to HTV/
club and restaurant in St.
AIDS or medications used Petersburg, Georgie’s Ali
to treat the disease.
bi, as well as residences in
The film is being pro the St. Petersburg area.
duced in association with
ASAP (Aids Service Asso

City Seeks Developer and Buyer
For 16-acre industrial Site---------ST. PETERSBURG1
The city of St. Petersburg
Economic Development
and Property Management
Department has issued a
Request for Proposal for
the sale and development
of the 16-acre Dome In
dustrial Park Pilot Project
site. The Pilot Project is a
triangular area bound oil
the north by Fifth Avenue
South,, on the west by 22nd
Street South and on the
east and southeast by
Interstate 275.
Ron Barton, the city’s
director of economic de
velopment indicates, "the
city is interested in secur
ing one or more businesses
that will provide an inten
sive Use of the site while
bringing high-wage manu
facturing jobs to this urban
redevelopment area."
The project is in a
highly visible location
contiguous to Interstate
275, adjacent to downtown
and is ideal for light manu
facturing. Due to the iiicentive programs avail
able, a typical 50,000
square foot manufacturing
operation employing 100
persons could be eligible
for more than $2,000,000
in tax credits, .fee waivers
and tax refunds. The proj
ect is also located in a fed
eral HUBZone, providing
enhanced federal and state
procurement opportunities.
This redevelopment proj
ect was initiated by the city
of St. Petersburg to stimu
late investment and bring
economic opportunities to
the industrial area. Follow
ing acquisition and demo
lition, the city is offering a
cleared site with new infra
structure improvements
including underground utilities, new lighting, side
walks and streetscaping.

The Pilot Project is finan Property and Asset Manced by the city of St. ’ a’gement Coordinator, City
Petersburg, Florida Gover of St. Petersburg, Econom
nor’s Office on Tourism, ic development and Prop
Trade and Development, erty Management Depart
and the U.S, Department ment, Ninth Floor; One
of Housing and Urban Fourth Street North, St.
Development.
Petersburg, FL; by mail to
The deadline to submit PO Box 2842, St. Peters
proposals is 4 p.m. on burg, FL 33731; or email
Friday, .May 30, 2003. to Mike.Psarakis@stpete
Parties interested in sub .org. For more informa
mitting a proposal should tion, call 727-893-7100 or
contact Mike Psarakis, 1-800-874-9026.

Rotary Club Aides With Grant
ST. PETERSBURG - gear has been used once
The St. Petersburg Mid- and is valued at about
town Rotary Club will be $1,000.
making a grant of ten
Organizations wishing
three-person dome tents to apply for this grant may
and ten adult sleeping bags obtain an application by
along with a small amount contacting Diane Anderson
of other camping gear to a at (727) 898-9653. Or enonprofit organization that mail Anderson at Wolfserves inner-city or disad SongMe@aol.com
and
vantaged children up to 18 provide her with your
years of age. The camping mailing address; The dead

READER'S

line for completing the
grant application is March
15, 2003.
Organizations may be
asked to make a presenta
tion to the St. Petersburg
Midtown Rotary Club at
one of its regular meetings
on Tuesdays at 12:15 PM
at the Batter's Eye Res
taurant at Tropicana Field.

CHOICE
by Tangela Murph

Local Youth Named
Chairperson For National
Youth Summit On Preventing
Violence —--------------------------------WASHINGTON, D.C.
- Sibyl Perez of St.
Petersburg, Florida was
named National Youth
Chairperson
for
the
National
Summit
on
Preventing Violence to be
held in Anaheim, CA,
February 15-18,2003.
Perez, a 2000 graduate
of Boca Ciega High
School, will oversee fifty
youth ambassadors select
ed to represent their states
at the summit. These youth
ambassador will develop
crime prevention policy
recommendations that will
go to the President of the
United States, Vice Presi
dent, Cabinet Members,
Members of Congress, and
Governors.
"I’m excited about be
ing named the Youth
Chairperson of the Sum
mit," said Perez who is
(cuftferitly' a junior at the
University of North Flor
ida in Jacksonville, Flor
ida, where she is working
on her Bachelors of Sci
ence Degree in Public
Relations and Sociology.
"Providing a vehicle for
youth to voice their ideas
on reducing violence in

Red’s Snak Shak

Sibyl Perez
America is essential to
making young people part
of the solution; the Na
tional Youth Summit is
that vehicle;"
Hosted by the National
Crime Prevention Council,
(home to McGruff the
Crime Dog® and the
"Take A Bite Out Of
Crime" campaign), the
four-day summit combines
hands-on u learnings with action: It provides ’an op- '
portunity to mobilize'; the
nation’s youth and involve
them in changing the nega
tive perception about
youth and crime. Parti
cipants attehd training ses
sions and an off-site edu
cational field trip and
voice their ideas for reduc
ing crime and violence

121

I Publix.

though roundtable discus
sions. The Summit culmi
nates with a inarch and
rally. This past year’s
event was hosted in Wash
ington, DC and attended
by one thousand youth and
adults from across the
nation and seen by over
twenty million viewers,
listeners, and readers.
As a spokesperson for
Youth Crime Watch of
America, Sibyl is constant
ly sharing her message of
youth
empowerment.
"Through organizations
such as NCPC, I have been
given ah opportunity to
better myself and my com
munity," commented Pe
rez. "Youth violence is pre
ventable and empowering
youth to make thq'ir com
munities and schools safer
places appears to be one of
the most effective'answers
to reducing teen victimiza
tion." Sibyl has spoken at
many events across the
nation and for several
political leaders including
former U.S. Attorney
General, Janet Reno and
the Honorable F. Allen
Boyd, Jr.

COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

Upcoming
Events
• Mentoring for Success: A Design for
Mentoring The Whole Child,” hosted by
Retired Educator Janies Oliver, Saturday,
Feb. 15, 9:30 a.m. - 12noon, O.B. McLin
Bldg., 1900 ML King St. S. For more info,

call 893-5438.
• Nite Riders Annual Western Jamboree,
Saturday, Feb. 15, 8 p.m., National Guard
Armory, 3601 - 34th Ave. S.
• Public Meeting on Clearwater’s
Downtown Plan, Wednesday, Feb. 19, 5:30
p.m., Harborview Center, 300 Cleveland
St. For more info, call 562-4023.

• Live Concert performed by Local and
Visiting Artists, Friday, Feb. 21, 8 p.m.,
The Palladium Theater, 253 Fifth Ave. N.
For more information about Community
Billboard, call us at (727) 896-2922

past. Some are contempo
rary. But they all have
Matters of the Heart
overcome great obstacles
This groundbreaking to make significant contri
message will open your butions.
eyes to the truth about your
African
Americans
own heart. Whether you have made Important in
are new to the faith or have ventions and discoveries,
been doing great things for created great works of art,
God’s kingdom for years, excelled in science, music,
you still need a new heart. medicine and sports and
This Word from the Lord have been leaders of great
has changed Juanita By countries.
num’s life, and it will
They have played im
change yours as well!
portant roles in the history
Uncover areas where of tiie world. All children
your old heart deceives need to know about these
you, and leam why it can’t important people. Black
be fixed.
children; in particular,
Find out how you can need to know about black
be doing good works for heroes with whom they
God and not even know can identify. The accom
Him as you should.
plishments of these black
Explore the heart/mind heroes can help children
connection and see why realize that they, too; can
this key to intipiaqy with Overcome obstacles arid
is so vital to a healthy,, .-.qyaeh their goals.
satisfying and effective
Parents and children
life.
are encouraged to read this
God wants to do some book and share what
major heart surgery and you’ve learned. But more
give you a permanent and importantly, I hope you
improved life. Are you will be motivated to leam
ready to receive?
and discover more about
Get your copy today. the history of African
Americans.
Afro-Bets
Book of Black Heroes
These books can be
This book introduces purchased at Reader’s
young readers to African- Choice Books and Gift
American men and women Expressions, 4301 - 34th
who are heroes of their St. S., Suite #102, 867time. Some are from the 3696. Open 7 days a week.

} God

irst of all, let it be
known that I am still your
State Representative, rep
resenting District 55 in the
Florida State Legislature.
Approximately one month
ago, I requested to serve on
the Education Appropriations
committee. Shortly after that time, I was
blessed to be called to the pastorship of a local
St. Petersburg Church. This new responsibil
ity required that I rearrange my other obliga
tions. Therefore, due to time constraints, I
had to relinquish the State Appropriations
committee assignment that was granted to me
initially. However, my democratic positions
on educational issues facing our district and
state will remain consistent and resolute con
cerning the challenges our children are cur
rently confronted with. I am still hard at work
as your representative serving on the follow
ing additional committees: Finance and Tax
along with The Public Lands and Water Re
sources subcommittee and Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection. I am also con
tinuing to serve a third year as Chaplain of the
Executive Committee for the Florida Con
ference of Black State Legislators. In addition,
I want you to know, that I will never waiver
from my responsibilities as your committed
voice for this district. I am humbled by your
vote of confidence and will continue to" fight
the good fight" for the betterment of all citi
zens of this great state and especially my dis
trict.
If I may be of service to you, please do not
\^hesitatem^ontact^e_^^^^^^^^^^
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OPINION

The Historic "All American' AfricanAmerican "Avenues"----------

THIS &

THAT

Part Two Of Two

by Fenn Ellery

Whose War? Who
Knows?--------------First, an apology to St.
Petersburg Mayor Rick
Baker, and to Deputy May
or Tish Elston for the dis
cussion and materials sent.
This columnist was over
due to discuss and applaud
the efforts - but then this
war-threat gamesmanship
became just too grating.
Obviously it is no
longer saber-rattling when
we point our nukes at each
other and have the planet
destroying new arsenal of
chemical and biological
"weapons of mass destruc
tion." Since women and
children have become
"collateral damage," and it
gets harder even for the
U.S. to blow up other
countries without getting
us zapped...
Two-thirds of a centu
ry ago we were a different
nation, in some ways.
Definitely a better nation in some ways. In St.
Petersburg our mayor had
discovered a way to go to
segregation in troubled
times just as our President
has found a way to believe
he could go to war, drag
ging us in, while helping to
create a economic down
turn.
It is time to raise some
important questions, and to
discuss the similarities and
differences between then
and now:
1) Before World War
Two ended our Depres
sion, we were seen as a
peaceful nation, separate
from the major colonial
powers: France, Germany
and England; Spain, the
Netherlands, Portugal; and
Russia, now China.
Today, isn't most of the
world coming to see US as
the Ugly Americans, arro
gant and threatening, treat
ing other nations - and
their sovereignty and pride
- as the little people. May
we become THE Evil
Power, the Warmonger, the
nation which used to be a
democracy and today has
become #1 at fooling/conning our citizens?
2) In December this
columnist spent three
weeks in Europe. One of
the most eye-opening parts
of that was the radical dif
ference and change in their
picture of us. Even in two
years - major changes.
Two years earlier they kid
ded us (Floridians), about
our elections. Are we
becoming the Big Bully,
the arrogant Superpower,
the real nation to be feared,
lusting for (economic) war,
etc?
3) Who elected us
World Cop? With taxpay
ers who are so filthy rich
that we have bottomless
pockets. Earlier, we set up
the United Nations to be
the World's Policeman,
slowly and democratically
to make decisions about
world
problems
and
actions. WE set it up, and
WE had the major inputs
into how it would operate.
Now, if even Secretary

Colin Powell can't per
suade most countries - GO
SLOW!
Now, if we don't like
the U.N. and its methods
and pace we have a Presi
dent who gives the impres
sion to many (most?) that
he can declare war. Or
move massive numbers of
troops (supplied with longlasting supplies of peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches
- and 9-10,000 extra body
bags!) to put irrational
leaders into starring roles.
Saddam Hussein and
Kim II Suk are not stable
and rational sweeties. They
have the capacity to start a
chain of nasty events, and
to embarrass Americans
through the premature or
rash statements and actions
of a President.
4) Why are we going
solo in threatening action
against another nation and presenting the bill to
ACTs - American Citizen
Taxpayers. It would truly
be a service if the IRS
would tell each of us at tax
time our relatively exact
share
of
the
debt
service/interest on the $6.4
TRILLION in national
debt.
That already is really a
jot of money to fie shared
among taxpayers! Dead
money, buying little if any
thing for the average ACT.
Also, it helps explain why
families used to be able to
live on one breadwinner's
income - while today so
many have so much trou
ble surviving on two
incomes!
Then we need to add
on to that heavy base the
costs of all the add-ons
after 9/11/01 to make some
people, firms and indus
tries whole; and the costs
of Homeland Security; and
the costs of moving air
craft carriers, tens of thou
sands of troops; on and on.
With the climbing costs
per taxpayer it seems fair
and out-front to tell us
about the total, personal
cost package.
5) We are alleged to be
a representative democra
cy. Yet, the more that peo
ple are concerned that their
elected reps are piling up
war chests of re-election
money, etc., while going
along with lobbyists who
want vote favors for
defense-related campaign
giving corporations, WE
NEED TO KNOW.
To what extent are all
the war moves related to
deals in D.C. and bigger
profits for our multination
al corporations. Using our
troops as mercenaries "fol
lowing the flag!" All we
seem to leam are scraps,
dribbles, and bits of scan
dal. From all the above it
seems we should think a
lot, and proceed more
slowly, before hopping on
any war bandwagons!
Fenn Ellery - (727)
866-2540. E-mail: patn
fenn® aol.com

by Norman E, Jones. Il
The historic "All
American" African-Amer
ican "Avenues" were wellknown around the world.
The following is a list of
many "Avenues” through
out the United States.
Sugar Hill, Strivers
Row, Seventh, Eighth,
Edgecombe and St. Nicho
las Avenues in New York
City.
South Parkway, and
State, in Indiana, Indiana
Avenue in Indianapolis,
and Broadway Avenue in
Gary, Indiana.
Thirty-fifth, and fortyninth,
and
Dearborn
Streets
on
Chicago's
Southside.
Tuxedo Junction Dis
trict and its famous inter
section at Fourth Avenue
and 17th Street in Bir
mingham, Alabama.
Second Street in Okla
homa City, and Green
wood and Archer Streets in
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Cedar Street and Jef
ferson Avenue in Nash
ville, Tennessee, along
with 9th Street in Chatta
nooga, Tennessee, Vine
Street in Knoxville, Ten
nessee.
Marvin Avenue in Hot
Springs, and Ninth Street
in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Sixth and Mound
Streets, Gilbert Avenue
and Reading Road in Cin
cinnati, Woodward and
55th Streets, Hough and
Central Avenues in Cleve
land, and Goodale and Mt.
Vernon Avenues, and Long
Street in Columbus, Ohio.
John R. and Woodard
Avenues, Kerchival and
Hastings Streets, and Para
dise Valley in Detroit,
Michigan, as well as Lo-

death row to the gas cham

(823-6092)

ber or electric chair.

Mount Vernon Avenue Parade 1948,
Columbus, Ohio
photo by Marion M. Richardson

gan Williams, Main and
River Streets in Lansing,
Michigan.
U & T Streets, and 7th
and 14th Avenues in The
District of Columbia.
Pennsylvania and Dru
id Hill Avenues in Balti
more, Maryland.
Jones Street in New
ark, Arctic Avenue in At
lantic City; New Jersey.
Clinton Street in Buf
falo, N.Y.
Second and Leigh
Streets, Richmond Avenue,
and Church Street in Nor
folk, Virginia.
Second Street in Char
lotte, and Eagle Street and
Railroad Avenue in Dur
ham, North Carolina.
Farish Street in Jackson, and Washington Street
in Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Jefferson Avenue and
Market Street in St. Louis,
Missouri.
Broad and South
Streets, and Ridge and Co
lumbia Avenues in Philadelphia,-Pennsylvania.
Wylie and Center Ave
nues in Pittsburgh, Penn
sylvania.
Decatur and Auburn
Avenues and Hunter Street
in Atlanta, Broad Street in
Savannah, llth Avenue
(The Aces) in Cordell,

Gordon Phoi jgraphy & Video
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Georgia.
Texas Avenue
in
Shreveport, Louisiana, and
Desire Street in Monroe,
Louisiana.
Hall and Dallas Streets
in Dallas, Ninth Street in
Fort Worth, and Lyons
Avenue, and Fifth Street in
Houston, Texas.
Third Avenue and the
Filmore District in San
Francisco, California.
Ashley and Broad
Streets, and Kings Road in
Jacksonville, Rosemary in
West Palm Beach, Second
Avenue and Campbell
Street in Daytona Beach,
Church and Parramore
Streets in Orlando, Second
and Third Avenues in
Miami, Central Avenue,
22nd Avenue and 22nd
Street (The Deuces) in
Tampa and St. Petersburg,
Florida.
These are only a few of
the "Avenues" of Black
commerce and culture in
America during the first
half of the twentieth centu
ryThese eAvenues" "pro
duced the famous and the
infamous without partiali

tyThese were the "Ave
nues" which were the nurs
eries of all Negro progress
in America in nearly every
field of endeavor. These
were the "Avenues" from
which sprang the colored
doctor and his dope and
alcoholic patients. These
were the "Avenues" which
fathered the ministers, who
offered repentance and
spiritual comfort to prison
ers on the last walk from

These were the "Ave
nues" from whose loins
sprang the teachers and
their pupils, seeking at
long last a cure for their
malady of functional illit
eracy. These were the
"Avenues" which suckled
from its breast everyone,
from the wealthy and influ
ential president and foun
der of the Negro insurance
company and bank, to the
shoe shine and paper boy.
These were the "Ave
nues" where the same wo
men who sat side-by-side
on Sunday at the theater,
sometimes sharing from
the same bag of popcorn,
could meet each other on
Monday at the welfare
office being interviewed
by the other. One being the
latest client, holding her
sick child in her arms; the
other smartly groomed
while administering much
needed aide to the poor.
These are the "Ave
nues" in whose barber
shops and pool halls pro
vided a gathering place for
the fellows to listen to the
radio broadcasts of the he
roics of one of their "Homies" running wild and
breaking Olympic records,
winning heavyweight ti
tles, as they trekked time
after time to the dais to
receive gold medals and
crowns. Each reminiscing,
"I knew him, when..."
These were the "Ave
nues" when at night, the
radios at home were tuned
into the broadcast of the fa
mous bands, live from the
Cotton Club or the Savoy
Ballroom in New York and
the Grand Terrace in Chi
cago. They all heard the
great Negro musicians and
singers "who had made it
big, in the Big City," each
resident claiming "their"
part in helping them on
their road to fame and for
tune.
These were the "Ave
nues" which produced
homegrown characters and
welcomed and sheltered
incoming characters who
were an inherit part of
Negro Americana.

HIRES

Academy prep
Center for Education

A private educational center for
5 th through 8th grade hoys and girls
Successful candidates qualify for need-based
scholarships and have the ability and desire to

succeed in a rigorous academic program
Small classes, full-day, year-round activities
A safe, structured setting

There are those
who don’t want the
war to be delayed, be
cause that’s how for
tunes are made.
Each individual
has a responsibility to
conserve as well as
serve humanity in
some capacity.
A criticizer is the
world’s greatest swin
dler.

by Mabel Cooper
A HAPPY REMINDER
“Happy Valentine’s
Day” to you, my readers.
Not sure what to get
your “sweetie” or your
“someone special” for Val
entine’s Day? Try an ad
mission ticket to the 55+
Ministry of Mt. Zion Pro
gressive Baptist Church’s
6th Annual Valentine’s
Day Banquet and pro
gram...That’s the easy
way to give a gift. No fuss,
no bother. Something she,
he or “they” will enjoy.
The grand affair will
be February 14 at 7:00
p.m. in Bayfront Center,
Pavilion Room, 400 First
Street South.
And don’t forget to
remember, it is semi-for
mal. That means it’s a
dress up in your Sunday
best (complete with a tie,
men).
Don’t meet me there beat me there!

NOW
Regular readers of my
column know of my inter
est in humor and how
important I think it is that I
and your favorite newspa
per - The Weekly Challen
ger - include some occa
sional smiles for you,
especially in these days.
I have included jokes
in my columns, in past
, years when I was writing
“This ‘n That" and more
so in the last year since my
return. A few friends and
readers have supplied me
with loads of whoppers
and wryly comic tales, and
yours truly has her own
collection of goodies that
you have been enjoying.
That shows humor is still
alive and well.
So many of my readers
tell me how much they
enjoy the humor in addi
tion to the news articles I
write. So, like this week
when things are slow, I
will be doing more funny
humor. With that in mind, I
have some funnies to share
with you. It’s a collection
of bloopers received the
past week we thought
you’d enjoy.

This may not be the
funniest story of the week,
but it sure is the grisliest.
A young chap was
instructed by his mother to
drive out to the airport and
pick up the ashes of his
deceased uncle. He did,
and since the pick up took
no time, our hero decided
to stop off and see a ball
game at Shea Stadium.
Since the seat next to him
was unoccupied, he placed

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON

3600 -18th Avenue SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell (727) 542-2189

the container with his uncle’s ashes on the adjoin
ing seat. He naturally got
home later than expected,
and Mom asked what had
taken so long.
“It was such a nice
day,” he explained, “I fig
ured I’d take uncle to the
ball game.”
*****

A leopard stopped by
to see his optometrist.
“Every time I look at my
wife, I see spots before my
eyes,” he said.
“Well, what do you ex
pect?” replied the optome
trist. “You’re a leopard,
aren’t you?”
“Yes,” agreed the leop
ard, “but my wife is a ze
bra.”
*****
Sergeant: “So, you’re
complaining about a little
sand in your soup?”
Recruit: “Yes, sir.”
Sergeant: “Did you
join the Army to serve
your country or to com
plain about the food?”
Recruit: “I joined the
Army to serve my country,
sir, not to eat it!”

BIRTHDATE WISHES
TO...
Jessie Hunter, Febru
ary 13; Barrington Black,
February 14; and Gene
Wilson, February 15.
..
These wishes are sent
with loving thoughts and
wishes for happiness today
and every day.
ON THE FLIP SIDE
For a very special per
son whom I have known
since he was a baby. In
fact, I was his baby sister
from birth. Also, his broth
er, Hiram Church. 1 was
about 13 or 14 years old in
elementary school at Jor
dan Elementary. His name
is Luthrell H. Church, Sr.,
who passed away February
6, 2003, at St. Petersburg
General Hospital.
Life’s greatest happi
ness is found in the friend
ships we make along the
way.
Once in awhile, a
friend is found who’s a
friend right from the start.
Once in awhile, a friend
ship is made that really
warms the heart.
Once in awhile, a
friendship is formed to last
a lifetime through.
It really does happen,
just once in awhile.
It happened to me and
Luthrell.
My heartfelt sympathy
goes out to his family.
*****
UNTIL NEXT WRITE
AROUND, STAY
LOOSE

On February

1944, Harry
McAlphin x

the first Afri

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

For Grade 5 and 6 classes to begin in June

Call the school office at (727) 322-0800

2301 22nd Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712

[

Ask fpr TOnv
20 years experience in Hair Care
as Barber and Beautician
SAM’S BEAUTY SALON

American 1
attend a Wh

House pre:
conference
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THE ART
OF LIVIN'

by Norman E. Jones, II
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to watch on television; ten
nis was not televised at all.
However, baseball's World
Series games were played
in the afternoon and inter
rupted the soap operas. The
National Basketball title
game was not aired until
late at night via tape
delayed telecast.
In March, Ohio State

and Wilma Rudolph won
three gold medals. The
Associated Press named
her as the Female Athlete
of the Year.
African-Americans be
came the NBA superstars
dining the 1960-61 season.
Wilt Chamberlain domi
nated the league. He was
the first player to score
----- ---------------

ML

1960 Gibbs High School SENIOR FOOTBALL TEAM. Row One: (Left to right) Arthur Dukes, Elijah
McLellan, Lovett Adams, Jerome Grace, Charles Johnson. Row Two: (Left to right) Lincoln Morehead,
Johnny Bostic, Percell Blossom, Larry Green, Andrew Simmons, Herman Haile, Earl Presley, Archie
Boston, James Smith.

1960 Gibbs High School Baseball. Team. Row One: (Left to right) Earl,Blossom, Alvin Smith, James
Williams, Leon Walker. Rove T^yo: (Left to right) Lonnie Walshftigfbn, EaH Presley, Fred Wise, George
Simmons, Lincoln Morehead, James Smith Leroy Ammons. Row Three: (Left to right) Peter Harden '
(Manager), James Cooper, Robert Minton, Jasper Hunter, Leroy Smith, Sylvester Love, Ralph Johnson,
Lloyd Burgess, Mitchell, Johnny Bostic.

This week marks the.
forty-fourth anniversary of
my introduction to profes
sional sports writing, and
the end of my athletic
ambitions.
As a freshman at His
toric Columbus (OH) East
High School, I failed to
make the. school's varsity
basketball team. Since one
of my elective subjects that
year (1960) was Jour
nalism, I raced to the press
box and began writing
sports articles for the X-ray
- tfie school’s student
newspaper
I also submitted my
articles to the Ohio Sen
tinel Journal newspaper, a

local weekly Black publi
cation. I was paid $25.00 a
week for my article along
with other duties, namely a
newsboy and delivery aide.
The National and In
ternational Sports Scene in
1960
Nationally, the sports
scene was not nearly as
crowded or covered as it is
today. For example, the
Olympics were held at the
end of summer. Major
League Baseball only had
a 16 team league and there
were no play-offs to deter
mine World Series oppo
nents. There was no Major
League Soccbr League.
Golf was a boring sport

University won the NCAA
Basketball Championship
by defeating the University
of California by twenty
points (75-55).
In June, Floyd Patter
son defeated Ingemar
Johanson to become the
first boxer in history to
regain the Heavyweight
Championship.
The '60 Olympic games
saw Rafer Johnson became
the first Black to carry the
American flag in the open
ing ceremonies in the
Olympics in Rome, Italy.
He later became the
world's greatest athlete by
winning the decathlon
event in the same games,

oyer 3000 points in one
season. Elgin Baylor and
Oscar Robinson joined
Chamberlain on the All
NBA team. The Boston
Celtics, led by center, Bill
Russell, won the NBA title!
The
Indianapolis
Clowns became the first
Negro professional base
ball team to play bn Dou
bleday Field in Cooper
stown, New York. They
compiled the best single
season record in baseball
history in i960, winning
136 games and losing only
nine.

4-H Youth Vegetable Garden Activity
Welcomes Youth For Learning And Fun
ST. PETERSBURG Youth and vegetables usu
ally don’t go together
except in the spring youth
vegetable garden at the
Ochs 4-H Garden Club,
14602, 113th Ave., Largo,
Hamlin Blvd and 113th
Ave. Youth from five to 18
years old receive planting,
maintenance,' and harvest
ing instructions for their
own 10’ X 10’ plot.
The children become
members of the Ochs 4-H
Garden Club and are re
quired to complete a proj
ect and record book, ah
educational poster, and
give a demonstration on
their learning experience.
Parents may enroll their
children at the Ochs 4-H
Educational Center begin
ning now through February
14. Planting begins on Fe

bruary 18. The gardens are
open after that on Tuesdays
and Fridays from 3 until 5
p.m.
The cost for the pro
gram is $1 for insurance
for the year. If you have

any questions please call
Bob Shiels at 582-2144.
The University of Florida/
Pinellas County Extension
4-H program is designed to
help youth develop self
esteem, leadership, and

communications skills not
only to survive in today’s
diverse and complex
world, but also to thrive as
productive, self-sufficient,
and caring world citizens.

FindABlackOwnedBusmess.com
4 Day Business & Community
Networking Cruise
Thursday September 25- Monday September. 29

Leaving from Tampa to Cozumel, Mexico

Who will be there:
Who should come:
• Business Owners
Black Owner & CEO of a Multi-million
dollar business and Publishing company
• Those looking to start a business
• Singles
Harold Leffall Jr.
Pastor and Business Owner Chico Dials
• Those just needing a vacation
Comedian featured on BET Comic view
Prices as low as $390 per person
Health & Finance expert and much
Payment plan available
more!!!!!
DEPOSIT
• $50 per person deposit due by

Feb.13, 2003

to hold your cabin and discounted rate. (Please note: $50 deposit is non-refundable).
Payment Plan Per Person: $200 due by May 10th; balance due July 10,2003
AFRICAN AMERICAN ADVENTURES, INC
727-388-3801 • Gwen Washington, Owner
•For More Information log onto www.FABOB.com or call 727-866-FIND

Veterans
of Battle
of the
Bulge-----ST. PETERSBURG Veterans of Battle of the
Bulge, World War 11, will
meet at 11:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 18, at Pic
cadilly Cafeteria (MidCity Shopping Center),
1900 - 34th Street N., St.
Petersburg.
This meeting will be
the initial meeting to or
ganize the West Coast of
Florida Veterans of the
Battle of the Bulge in
World War II, 1944 and
1945 Chapter.
Please call Vince Runowich, (727) 323-3793,
for additional information.

PCUL
Minority
Skills
Bank-------ST. PETERSBURG The Pinellas County
Urban League continues
to be the community
resource center for job
referrals and placement
services.
Assistance is available
from two locations: 333 31st Street N., St. Peters
burg, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., (727) 327-2081;
1100 Cleveland Street,
Clearwater, 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., (727) 5877937.
The Urban League’s
Minority Skills Bank em
ployment counselors are
available to serve your
employfnfeht ffde'ds1 Mdtrday through
:00
a.m. to 5:00 p'.lri. arid'
Monday and Wednesday
at 1100 Cleveland Street,
downtown Clearwater.

Friday, 8

5

For Your
Reading
Pleasure
Syndicated
j®
feature column
www.photographyby-iames.com

by Valder Beebe
Antwone Fisher

Who Will Cry for the
Little Boy? —
and sorrows he suffered in
childhood from the abuse
of the adults in his world.
His bestselling book
Finding Fish is his mem
oir, detailing strength,
courage and the ability to
survive against the odds by
using what you have—
Fisher’s inner strength as
an artist. Fisher’s collec
tion of poetry Who Will
Cry for the Little Boy?
Author, Antwone Fisher
Publisher: William Mor (the title poem was fea
tured in the movie
row & Co.
Hardcover - December, Antwone Fisher) is his
expression of his fears,
2002
pain
and emotions. His
Antwone Fisher, the
best selling author (New words voice his longings
York Times) of Finding for love and his acceptance
Fish and the screenwriter of pain, to the triumph of
of the successful and criti creating the love he longed
cally acclaimed movie for.
Antwone Fisher’s pas
Antwone Fisher (directed
sionate,
haunting embtions
by two-time Academy
Award winner Denzel express his hurt and sor
row and give rise to the
Washington).
A collection of poetry power of hope in Self,
dedicated to his daughters which can bring healing to
Azure & Indigo, Who Will pain. Fisher’s raw explo
Cry for the Little Boy? sion of poetic emotions
An honest sharing of emo can find a place with oth
tions through lyrical ex ers who can understand
pressions of hurt, pain and hurt, loss and neglect in
absolution for stolen inno life. Those who understand
cence and adult turmoil. (4 the power Of the human
of 5 *★★*) Valder Beebe, spirit will see the triumph.
Who Will Cry for the
Editor
Ahri^chib'J,Flididf‘"fur
Little Boy? A powerful,
ther finds' a place^td!leX'?'/ little book of emotions.
***
press and relieve his pains

About the Author
Antwone Fisher is a
screenwriter living in Los
Angeles with his wife and
two daughters. Fisher, 43
years old, is the author of
Finding Fish (paperback
Harper Collins), an autobi
ography. Fisher wrote the
screenplay (based on the
book Finding Fish) for the
film based on his life,
Antwone Fisher. Now in
theaters with Denzel
Washington (two-time aca
demy Award winner) mak
ing his film directorial
debut. January 2003 Fisher
released, W/to Will Cry for
the Little Boy? (W. Mor
row), a book of poetry.
Antwone Fisher’s re
ported upcoming movie
projects: Jelly Beans pro
duced by Will Smith, Domble "O" Soul starring Mari
ah Carey, and Trigger
Happy.
Star Rating
★Limited Audience
★★Specific Audience
★★★Great book, Great
Writing
★★★★Exceptional book in
a variety of aspects
★★★★★Best Seller (future
or current)
*NO RATING - Photo
journalistic, documentary
or pictorial
Valder Beebe, CEO of
w wyv. ph otog r ap b y
james.cotp, a Dallas newypaprf
Editor and syndicated column
writer.'" “Living the life of her
dreams: with her husband,
James and their four kids."

The Weekly Challenger thanks Republic Bank for their con
tribution, benefiting students at Melrose Elementary.

DAYTON ANDREWS DODGE
M-F 8:30-3:30, • Sat. 8:30 to 6:30 • Sun. 12 to 6

Family Owned
5 Star Dealer

22nd Ave. & D.S. ID North
St. Petersburg 727-321-0500

r1991 Cadillac DeVille 2 dr.," 4.9 L V8, automat-"1 rl999 Chrysler Sebring Conv. JXI, 2 dr., 2.5L V6/1
automatic, leather, pwr win/locks/mir., cruise/tilt,
ic, leather, pwr win/locks/mrr., cruise tilt, comput
er, pwr seats, AM/FM/Cass., 67,138 miles
pwr seat, pwr top, AM/FM/CD, 29,077 MILES
$4,888
$11,979

1997 Dodge Dakota Pick-Up 4-cyl., automatic
transmission, air conditioning, 53,000 miles
$5,491

2000 Dodge Caravan, 4 dr., automatic trans., air
cond., pwr win/locks/mir., cruise/tilt, dual air bat
AM/FM/Cass.
$11,99

2000 Hyundai Accent automatic transmission,
air conditioning,
48,000 miles
$5,943

2002 Dodge Intrepid SE, 4 dr., 2.7 L V6, auto.,
pwr. win/locks/mirs., cruise/tilt, airbags, AM/FM/
Cass.
$11,999

1999 Gr Am silver, pwr. window, locks, cruise/tilt,
V-6, air, 4-dr., air cond.
$5,989

1999 LHS, Green, power windows/locks, cruise/tilt,
“ >, CD, 4-dr., air cond.,
-----pwr. seats, radio,
26655 miles
$12,850

1995 Isuzu Rodeo automatic transmission, air con
ditioning.
78,000 miles
$6,747

2001 Pontiac Aztck, 4 dr., 3.4 L V6, automatic,
pwr. win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, air bags,
AM/FM/CD, air cond., 27,005 miles
$12,999

1998 Ford Windstar Mini Van, 3.0 L V-6, auto,
pwr. win/locks/mir., cruise/tilt, dual air bags,
AM/FM/Cass., 51.794 miles
$7,650

2000 Dodge Grand Caravan Sport 3.3 L V6, auto,
pwr. win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, airbags, AM/FM?
Cass./CD, rear air, quad seat
$14,975

2000 Dodge Caravan, automatic, 4 dr., air cond.,
dual airbags, AM/FM/Cass.
$1,111

2002 Dodge Cargo Van, V-8, automatic, P/S, P/B,
A/C, LW Base, 24,021 miles
$ 15,500

1998 Dodge Intrepid ES, 4 dr., 3.2 L V6, auto, air
cond., pwr win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, pwr seat,
airbags, AM/FM/Cass., traction control $7,888

2001 Ford F-150 4 dr., 4.2 L, 6-cyl., automatic,
pwr. win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, AM/FM/CD, air
bags, bedliner, 29,032 miles
$15,750

2002 Dodge Neon 4 dr., automatic trans., dual
airbags, AM/FM/Cass., 7636 miles
$8,688

2001 Dodge Ram 1500. 5.2 L V8, automatic, 4
dr., AM/FM/Cass., airbags, bedliner, two-tone
paint, 23,148 miles
$15,888

2000 GMC Sierra 1500, 4.3 L V6, custom CD
stereo, air cond., dual airbags, automatic trans., tool
box, bedliner, cruise/tiit
$9,589

1999 Dodge Durango 4 dr., 5.9 L V8, auto,
leather, pwr. win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, 3rd row
seat, pwr. dr. seat, AM/FM/Cass./CD
$16,444

1998 Pontiac Transport Mini Van, 4 dr., 3.4 L V6,
automatic, pwr win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, air bags,
AM/FM/CD, rear air, 7-passgr
$9,975

1999 Ford F-350 Quad Cab. 10-cyI, pwr. win/
locks/mirs, cruise/tilt, AM/FM/Cass/CD, long bed.
$16,979

2000 Dodge Grand Caravan, 4 dr.. 3.3L V6, auto
matic, air cond., dual airbags, AM/FM/Cass.
$10,750

2002 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab, 5.9 L V8,
cruise/tilt, AM/FM/Cassette, air cond., bedliner,
15,338 miles
$17,950

1999 Dodge Ram Van, 5.9 L V8, automatic, pwr
win/locks/mir., cruise/tilt, captain chairs, AM/FM/
Cass., rear air cond. Conversion
$10,777

2000 Chevy Silverado LT C-2500 4 dr. long bed,
6.0 L V8, automatic. leather, pwr. win/Iocks/mir..
cruise/tilt, AM/FM/CD, airbags, pwr. seat, 29,266
miles
$20,850

2002 Chrysler Sebring LX, 4 dr., 2.7L V6. auto
2001 Dodge Ram 1500 4x4, 4 dr.. 5.2 L, V8,
matic, pwr win/Iocks/mir., cruise/tilt, air, dual air
automatic, leather, pwr. win/locks/mirl, cruise/tilt,
bags, AM/FM/CD, 14,850 miles
$11,875
AM/FM/Cass./CD, 17,868 miles
$21,949
J L
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Siaosi Uhatefe gets some last minute instructions
from Coach Al Davis as he is about to sign his col
lege scholarship to the University of South
Florida.
The Gladiators faced a
from pg. 1
tough
football season.
headed to William Penn.
With
a
young
team, the re
"He’ll get you where you
cord
dropped
to 3-7. For
need to go." As a father fig
the
first
time
in
four years,
ure, role model and more
to his athletes, Davis Gibbs failed to make it to a
knows he will keep in state playoff game. Cap
touch with his players as ping off an even more
they make their way emotional year, Gibbs said
through college and be goodbye to the 24-year old
yond.
"We’ve
been Newton-Williams Memor
through a lot," remarked ial Stadium, with the
school hosting its last
Dajuan.

Gibbs

Midtown

from pg. 1
April 2002, the City com
pleted strategic planning
regarding Midtown, yield
ing a report which would
provide the guidelines for
the city’s 1, 3, and 5 year
plan.
Davis revealed that
Midtown’s percentage of
land use is not terribly
unlike any other part of the
city with one major excep
tion. Sixty-three percent is
residential, 16% is public
and semi-public, i.e. parks,
and 13% is commercial.
What makes Midtown dif
ferent is that it has by far
the highest percentage of
vacant land. It has been
estimated that beginning
with the construction of the
Dome, Midtown lost some
10,000 residents. One of
the,negative side effects of
that is obviously reduced
commerce,
and
with
reduced commerce, busi

nesses either fail, experi
ence reduced revenues,
have to relocate, or hesitate
to be started.
Nevertheless, Davis
believes that between 80 -•
90% of those residents can
return, but there are inher
ent obstacles. Davis men
tioned that a key issue is
how to engage redevelop
ment absent sufficient
housing? Davis refers to
the fact that much of the
vacant land isn’t suited for
reuse due to incompatibili
ty between lot sizes and
city codes.
Bob
Jeffrey,
of
Development
Services
with the City, further
explained the purpose of
the night’s meeting, and
the task ahead for the city.
Part of the meeting was to
educate those present of
the challenges to zoning,,
and accompanying LDRs
(land development regula

home game in November
2002. The Gladiators
would lose to Lakewood’s
Spartan’s 34-14.
"The kids worked hard
and played the best they
could," said Davis. Despite
the disappointment to the
season, the recruiters
couldn’t
ignore
the
school’s talent. Colleges
like Wilham Penn, which
signed several players,
have recruited Gibbs’ ath
letes before. In the past,
Gibbs has been recruited
by the likes of Tulane, the
University of Miami, and
Florida State University.
Jackson was one of the
fortunate ones to have a
choice between schools.
Even though Dodge City
Community College want
ed to recruit him as well,
Jackson saw the four-year
alternative as more attrac
tive, even switching from
defensive end to outside

"You feel excited ‘til
you’re speechless," she
1
remarked.
Barbara Springfield
and Bertha Reed were feel
|HHr(
ing proud as weh. They
»<
came out in support of
their nephew, Jonathan
Moore, who they’ve help
**
ed raised since the death of
HHE____ _J his mother only three years
Coach AI Davis has
ago. "I’m ready to get out
successfully been able
of high school and go on..
to get his students
." remarked Moore, 18. At
between 6-8 scholar
the University of Massa
ships every year.
chusetts where he’ll play
linebacker on the advice of wide receiver, Moore also
Wilham Penn recruits. It’s plans on studying sports
a move that helped win medicine. The athlete cred
him the scholarship, where its his family and his faith
he’ll be studying sports as being instrumental in his
medicine. "I’m pretty ex achievement. Of Davis,
cited to be going to col-, Moore assertively re
lege," said Jackson. "I feel marked, "He had to work
great," added his mother, hard, but he didn’t have to
Michelle, chuckling. As a work too hard bn me."
single mother of three, Right now, he has Davis
Michelle is grateful for the looking out for his younger
scholarship opportunity. brother, Kendrick Moore,

tions). Jeffrey explained
that the process will con
tinue for another 18
months;
The major presentation
of the evening was from
Mark White, a consultant
of the planning and law
firm of Freilich, Leitner
and Carlisle. White said,
"Midtown is probably one
of the greatest challenges'
in the city of St.
Petersburg," evidenced bythe vast amount of invest
ment by the city over the
years in the area.
White showed that the
challenges Midtown faces
isn’t vastly different from
those experienced in other
inner cities. "A1999 HUD
study showed that the retail
purchasing power of
America’s inner-city mar
kets exceeds by nearly $9
billion annually the retail
sales in those markets."
To
bring
about

enhanced urbanism, three
critical factors have to be
attacked. One is the MIX,
or the variety of appropri
ate land uses. A second is
the MASS, which refer
ences sufficient amount of
each use. Lastly is the
MESH; in other words the
physical and functional
integration of land use.
The bulk of the
evening was spent in
breakout
sessions.
Midtown was able to expe
rience first hand what
Deputy Mayor Davis
meant about getting input.
However, the remainder of
the evening presented sev
eral challenges to the for
mat introduced by the City.
One breakout session’s
goal was to look at
dwelling designs and pro
vide initial feedback on the
type of housing desired, as
participants
expressed
opinions oh single family,

lb

HERITAGE
PREVENT SECOSpftANO SMGK?

1986 - Surgeon
General identifies
secondhand smoke as a
health risk?
1997 - Stare of Florida
reaches landmark,
tobacco settlement and
begins fight against Big
Tobacco?

1998 - l.baiillion
African Americans, ■,
under the age of 18 are
estimated to become
-regular smokers,'
500.000 of which will
die of a smoking-related
disease? ■
2001 - More than 50%
.of African American
middle and high school
students in Florida are
exposed to secondhand

smoke on a regular
basis, mostly .by parents
and at. home?

Today, the African
American conununity?
says enough is enough -it's time to protect the
heritage of our future

generations from \
secondhand smoke'

.For more information,
visit our website at
www.state.fl.us/tohaqco
or call the QuitLine at

i

877 U-CAN-NOW
(877-822-6669).
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duplexes, apartment build
ings, and commercial/residential
mixed
use
dwellings.
The second breakout
session focused on the zon
ing, as a map of Midtown
was displayed, and atten
dees had the opportunity to
identify the type of
dwellings that should exist
in specific areas.
One challenge was
appreciating the compati
bility of design with exist
ing structures, and visual
izing what design is best
suited for specific geo
graphic areas. Another was
determining whether or not
opinions expressed were
for the good of Midtown or
merely benefiting personal
agendas. Still another was
making sure the process
was truly democratic, and
that opinions being voiced
were not just coming from
those who were most out
spoken.
Dr. Ernst Vieux, a sur
geon who has a private
practice in Midtown, said,
"I think it is encouraging. I
hope it’s not the usual dog
and pony show. My con
cern is... are we going to
have contractors [come] in
and gentrify the communi
ty, and move people out."
Elliott Graham, who
sits on the Board for the
Dome Industrial District,
and who lives and has a
warehouse in Midtown had
mixed feelings as well. He
said, "It looks good, if they
are going to incorporate
the businesses that are here
now... My concern is the
discrepancy
of
code
enforcement. They are not
business friendly, it’s as if
the City doesn’t want busi
nesses to thrive and make
money."
Barbara Lewis, owner of
Elegance Beauty Centers,
has lived in Midtown for
50 years, and currently has
a shop in the heart of
Midtown on the 16th street
corridor. Ms. Lewis said, "I
just hope it would grow
(referring to Midtown
businesses). There are too,
many empty buildings on
16th." She added, "The
challenge will be to bring
businesses [in] and people
who will patronize them."
When asked if she planned
on continuing to support
the City’s feedback efforts,
without hesitation, she
replied, "yes I plan on
coming to other meetings."
Deputy Mayor Davis
closed
the
session
acknowledging that the
process needs "tweaking,"
and he was cautiously opti
mistic. One suggestion
voiced during the break
outs that he articulated was
the possible formation of
standing committees to
focus on the different types
of dwellings and where
best they are suited geo
graphically
throughout
Midtown. Davis told The

15, a wide receiver who
too has scholarship plans.
Coach Davis is un
doubtedly proud to be
sending his players off to
college. Both Dajuan Dav
is, and Jesse George, 17,
offensive lineman, see
their scholarships as op
portunities for a better edu
cation. "Fll be the first one
in my family to go to col
lege," proudly remarked
George, who’ll be studying
at Methodist College. "I
have big plans in mind."
As for NFL hopes, most of
these Gladiators don’t
want to think that far ahead
yet, with a few exceptions.
Jackson is one of those,
glad to be on his way.
When asked about the
NFL, Jackson simply con
cluded, "I’ll be there in a
couple of years."

Challenger this was the
"biggest crowd we ever
had. The challenge is going
to be how do we gamer all
the expectations." He was
referring to the fact that
some thought resolutions
would actually take place
on Monday. He reiterated,
"tonight
was
merely
input."
And input is what the
City will be desperately
seeking over the next 12 18 months. For every tacti
cal step, the source of data
has been identified as citi
zen input, based upon a
slide displayed by Mark
White. The four major
steps in the process as
described will be a Needs
Analysis, followed by
Regulatory Alternatives,
then Code Drafts, and
finally, Adoption and
Implementation of new
LDRs.
Meetings will be held
; the, second .Mqpd^y^jof,
every month from Jjpre qn
out, and all meetings will
be held at the Sun Pavilion
at Bayfront Center, at 7:00
p.m. At each of those meet
ings, the operative word is
INPUT. If there is one
thing the City appears
earnest about, it is receiv
ing input. Monday’s meet
ing helped them appreciate
that there needs to be a bet
ter way to capture and
channel that input. Mon
day’s meeting also told
them, there are many peo
ple who have a vested
interest in Midtown. A vital
component will be to
maintain interest and par
ticipation, and how to
make the best utilization of
ideas and... input.

GOOD
HEALTH
TO YOU!
by Bettye Burnett-Scott,

r.n.,m.s.

Thyroidism - What Is
It?—————
What is known as thy you will be too.
The majority of the
roidism or thyroid disease
is a medical condition population affected are
where the thyroid gland women and the elderly. If
begins to malfunction in left untreated, these per
the production of hor sons will live out their
mones. More than 13 mil lives with exhaustion and
lion American adults have less than normal energy.
some, degree of problem The severity of thyroid dis
with the thyroid gland. It is ease depends on the athe key energy regulating mount of hormones the
gland of the thyroid hor glands produce. You may
mone. According to state think you are simply tired
ments
from
medical all the time, overworked or
research printed by Abbott stressed out. Some of the
Laboratories, thyroid is a most common symptoms
disease that hides in plain range from mild to severe
and include the following:
sight;
Hypothyroidism
The thyroid gland is a
• Brittle nails that split
butterfly-shaped gland lo
cated in the neck just be and break
• Muscle cramps and
low the Adam’s apple and
aboye the collarbone, pro unexplained aches
• Chronic constipation
duces hormones that influ
ence essentially every or
• Hoarseness and low
gan, tissue and cell in the er pitched voice- no cold
body. It produces the hor
• Feeling cold in warm
mone thyroxin which regu environments
lates growth and metabo
• Puffiness of face and
lism. Thyroid disease can limbs (especially under the
mean the gland is either eyes)
producing too much or not
• Heavy menstrual
enough of its hormone. flow
The two most common
• Abnormal cholesterol
health problems associated level increase
with the thyroid is hypo
Hyper thy roidismthyroidism and hyper (overactive thyroid gland
thyroidism.
when too much hormone is
The signs and the produced.)
symptoms of hypothy
• Extreme fatigue with
roidism are often confused muscle weakness
with the natural ' aging
'
Restlessness"' and
process and therefore go insomnia
undetected. It is important
• Excessive perspira
to check with your physi tion
cian regarding any unusual
•
Anxiety,
mood
signs or symptoms as soon swings or irritability
as possible. The thyroid,
• Rapid heartbeat,
gland can become acutely pulse rate and palpitations
inflamed, sometimes as a
•
Bulging
eyes,
result of injury or infec blurred, or double vision
tion. Do you sometimes
• A fine tremor in the
feel your heart racing? hands and fingers
Have trouble sleeping?
If you are over 35 you
Maybe you have trouble need to have a thyroid
losing weight or being check regularly because
chronically constipated. the risk increases with age.
When these symptoms At least 50% of persons
hang on, don’t take them affected by this disease are
for granted - think unaware of its existence.
Thyroid. When your thy
You determine your
roid is "sluggish," so are health outlook for 2003!
you; if it’s "overactive,"

R’Club
John Hopkins Middle School
ABSOLUTELY
No Weekly Fee!
No Registration Fee!

Open
Before School
7 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.
&
After School
4 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Safe. Constructive. Supervised.
- Academic Enrichment
Homework Help and Tutoring
Drug Abuse Prevention Program
Community Service Learning Projects
Conflict Resolution Training
Youth Advisory Council
Special Interest Clubs
Sports
Arts and Crafts
Family Events
Field Trips

Safe

and

Drug-Free Scnoqi

q
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Manhattan

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don’t wait on it."

896-2152
by Charles Howard
MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO MAKE MONEY
Check Licenses and
Zoning Regulations
For your own protec
tion, make yourself famil
iar with local zoning regu
lations and the types of
licenses required in your
area. Read the law books
yourself, since City Clerks
are not always well in
formed.
Be Professional
Decide on a name for
your business and register
it with the County Clerk.
Have business and street
address. This will project a
professional image which
will let other people and
other businesses know you
are serious about your ven
ture.
Get Proper Insurance
Coverage
Some types of busi
nesses require insurance
for employees, passengers,
etc. Protect your invest
ment with the right kind of
coverage (insurance).
Cont’d. Next Week
*****
Being that time of the
week again, we share
newsy tidbits with you.

From the “Ebony Suc
cess Library” - Successful
Blacks!
Pearl (Mae) Bailey,
entertainer, who has been
singing
professionally
since 1933 and acting pro
fessionally since 1946, is
one of America’s best
known entertainers. She
has released numerous al
bums, appeared in Broad
way shows, hosted her
own television series and
appeared in clubs and thea
ters in the U.S. and in Eur
ope. Bom March 29,1918,

in Newport News, VA, she
attended public schools in
Philadelphia, PA. She be
gan singing with various
popular bands when she
was 15. At 28, she made
her stage debut in “St.
Louis Woman”. Her acting
career has included roles in
the Broadway musical
“House of Flowers” and
the motion pictures “Vari
ety Girl” and “Carmen
Jones”. She has recorded
with Columbia, Coral and
Decca Records companies.
In 1967, she won a special
Tony Award for her per
formance in the Broadway
musical “Hello Dolly”.
Her autobiography, “Raw
Pearl”, was published in
1969. Her husband, drum
mer Louis Bellson, Jr., fre
quently performs with her.
They have two children,
Tony and Dee Dee. Ad
dress: c/o William Morris
Agency, 1740 Broadway,
New York, NY, 10019.
To Be Cont’d.
*****

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Aquarius and Pisces Feb. 20 - March 20: Mi
chelle Fowler, Otis M.
Vickson, Jon Fillyau, Carl
J. Gregory, Gail Clark, Hu
go Dickens, Dr. Harold
Franklin, Keith Allen, Pre
cious Henry, Rodney G.
Patterson, Adiana Yates,
Rafael Lewis, Wanda L.
(Otto) Burney, Joseph McFarley, Justine Brothers,
Tonya Harrell, Nikita
Holmes, Lolita Brown,
Maurice Jackson, Jose
phine Rushn, Horace Wat
kins, Patricia Taliaferro
and Ada Kelly.
*****
UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TO IT!

Coalition
from pg. 1-----------------community.
Board members and
staff of the Coalition feel
that community involve
ment is very important.
The Coalition has taking
on the goal of stopping
drug use through interven
tion and prevention pro
grams, concentrated in
economically depressed
neighborhoods such as
some in Midtown and
Front Porch.
Executive
Director
Watson Haynes urged the
community to support the
program as well as sup
porting others who are in
need. The Coalition also
focuses on a youth Drug
Prevention Program and
Services that is funded by
The Suncoast for Com
munity Mental Health
(Front Porch FL.). The
program targets drug pre
vention services for chil
dren ages 7-17, which is
the most formative age re
garding development of
lifelong attitudes about
drug use.
The Coalition is the
proud recipient of funds
from the Florida Depart
ment of Health. The fund
ing specifically provides
for health education and
prevention services in the

Watson Haynes,
Coalition Executive
Director
photo by Rassi

areas of HIV/AIDS, STDs,
TB and Hepatitis. The
Community Based Health
Education Team is also
certified to provide FREE
confidential HTV testing in
the community.
As of January 11,
2003, the Coalition cele
brates its second anniver
sary as a legal incorporated
entity. The staff has grown
from volunteers to 17
employees and has ac
quired an operating budget
of almost one million dol
lars.
For more information
please feel free to call
(727) 823-1885.

from pg. 1

-----------------
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From February 20
through March 2, everyone
will have a chance to see
what life was like in the
Manhattan Casino’s hey
day. But to answer the
questions posed above,
you need someone whose
words are able to take the
audience back in time and
Richards is thrilled to
within a couple hours
expand her theatrical
talents to include song
transport us body and soul.
writing and composing
Bob Devin Jones, an ac
music.
claimed actor, writer and
director was chosen to this woman [Althea] who
write the story. One of his is being offered everything
more recent plays was per by another man [a white
formed last year at Amer gentleman], that he can’t
ican Stage, "Uncle Bends: give her." Being a gifted
a home-cooked negro nar musician, and having a
rative."
taste of Europe and the
More was needed freedom it offered Blacks,
though to capture the es his disillusionment about
sence of the time, the the limited possibilities of
hopes, aspirations, and le Blacks in the United States
gacy of the "Manhattan was a bitter pill to swallow.
Casino" and its impact on The ballad is an expression
St. Petersburg’s African- of the pain of being bom in
American
community. a world where the stark
Jones could think of no one reality of racism can stifle
else but long-time friend many a Black man’s
Michele Lamar Richards, dreams.
to breathe life into the
The creation of song
story line with music and and music began in Aug
song. Richards, a native of ust, after Richards read
Pennsylvania, and current Jones’ rough draft of the
Los Angeles resident, best production, and the last
known for her starring role song was literally written
in the film "The Body last week during rehear
Guard," has been given the sals. One of the co-stars,
opportunity to expand her local
Sarasota
talent
artistic talents profession Sharon Scott, had a "sweet
ally.
moment" as Richards calls
We sat down last week it, evoking a sensuality so
and talked about the up unusual that it caused her
coming production. Ri to substitute a new song for
chards, who had never what was to be a reprise of
written songs or music be a previous melody.
fore, is also one of the ac
This spontaneous revi
tors in the production. She sion served as a perfect ex
plays Dorthea, mother of ample of Richards’ Claim
the lead, Althea, and her that most of the songsare
brother Alvin, and husband written for the person, the
actor, capturing their mo
to Calvin.
As far as Richards is ment, and representing
concerned, lyrics "is very their essence.
easy because it is basically
Richards is sensitive to
some dialogue for a private the need of maximizing the
moment." Her musical strengths of the actor
background includes play through song, adding that
ing the cello, drums, being "there isn’t a character on
a voice coach, and an ac stage that you don’t know."
complished singer, per You know them because
forming
in
cabarets they remind you of "an
throughout Europe. When aunt or somebody in your
you mix in her writing family."
experience, poetry, short
Richards had to partic
stories, and a just finished ipate in the development of
first novel, "A Soliost’s her character, Dorthea. She
Aside," Richards was well was the "least defined of
ready for the chance to all of the characters in the
broaden her theatrical play," partly because of
credits.
Jones’ faith in Richards
Richards explains that ability to make the charac
since lyrics describe "a ter work, and the fact that
moment in time, three min as Richards puts it, "moth
utes in someone’s life, it ers are the unsung heroes,
takes literally that long to and we do not ever ac
write." One gets the feeling knowledge them." She
that despite the ease in believes we too often think
which Richards describes of them as some mythical
the process, one has to be figure who gave birth, con
incredibly talented to actu necting us with a symbolic
ally execute the creation of umbilical cord, which can
words to music as she sometimes suffocate, or
describes. She attributes spoil us. Richards feels
this to her training as an that the full exploration of
actor, and truly under mothers isn’t often tackled,
standing what it means to saying that the term "moth
be mentally present and er is so undefined in our
aware of a space in time.
society," for example there
Richards cites how she is no such thing as being
wrote one of the romantic "just a housewife," adding
ballads of the production. that "these women are
It occurred as she listened amazing."
to her landlord talk about
She added, mothers
his pride and joy, a Mer "file and sort emotion for
cedes he bought in 1973, survival," having to know
mentioning that he is what their child is think
"monogamous with cars, ing, immediately ascertain
but not with women." Not ing what the mood of a
only did it elicit laughter husband is as he walks
from Richards, but provid through the door, and con
ed her with need to write a stantly monitoring the
romantic ballad from the vibrations of their house
male perspective. The tor hold environment.
mented male lead charac
Consequently,
Ri
ter, Caleb, "is in love with chards feels privileged to

play the mother and devel
op the character, despite
the feeling of other actors
that such a role could pos
sibly be damaging to their
career. Playing Dorthea
has actually had a calming
effect upon Richards, as
she provides a sharp con
trast to the constant con
cern and worry about
acceptance in her role as
songwriter, and composer.
Playing Dorthea was a
more natural process, and
Richards sums up her
preparation for the role in
the most simplest of terms.

everything they needed...
everybody had a job,
everybody had a sense of
self."
There is certainly
something that can be said
about the value of self-containment
within
the
African-American com
munity, and the innocence
of a non-technological age,
exemplified by being
"revered for making a per
fect loaf of bread," in con
trast to today’s assimilation
into corporate America.
Richards is not saying that
we haven’t gained with

Richards with loyal companion Isis. Richards
credits Isis with saving her life once by “warning”
her of an impending traffic altercation.
photos by Barry A. Me Intosh

"You grow up."
The closest Richards
has been to being a mother
in real life, was when she
took care of an ailing sis
ter’s nephews recently for
five months. Besides that,
Richards has as her con
stant companion, a golden
retriever name Isis..
When talking about
the production and how
she feels about it, Richards
likens it to creating "a
city." "We’re raising a
farm, a child, a city, an
epoch in time." She
explains that in the produc
tion, we are celebrating a
time when "everyone had

technology, however one
powerful thing we have
lost "is the sense of human
value." It is that human
value that is part of the
story of the "Manhattan
Casino."
• Whether you experi
enced first hand the
"Manhattan Casino", or
you are hearing about it for
the first time, join Richards
and the cast of the
"Manhattan Casino" as
they journey back in time,
reminding many of what
life was like, and helping
the rest of us appreciate a
time when there was truly
a sense of human value.

Faith-Based Literary
Extravaganza Set for Feb.
22nd at Print Emporium—
Best-selling
authors
Patricia Haley {Nobody’s
Perfect and No Regrets),
and Victoria Christopher
Murray {Temptations and
Joy) are among the few who
first stepped out in faith to
write in this genre, knowing
that it was in a niche of it’s
own, a niche that would
surely be questioned, one
that many people stopped to
contemplate where it would
Patricia Haley
fit in the literary world. So
why would they dare to
ST. PETERSBURG - pave this path? What makes
On Saturday, Feb. 22, 2003,
their writing different? Why
the Print Emporium Chris
has the genre been ques
tian Bookstore, in honor
tioned? Why has it now
Black History Month, will
exploded?
host a Faith-Based Literary
Joining Hailey and
Extravaganza from 8:00 Murray in what has been
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at 4361hailed as the Faith-Based
B, 34th St. South in St.
Literary Extravaganza team
Petersburg. The bookstore is
are spoken word authors
in Maximo Plaza behind
Mami Williams {My Little
McDonald’s Restaurant.
Book of Poetry: Mami
Have coffee with a
Speaks, Mami Seeks Truth
"personal touch," featuring
and Uncovering The Truth:
hymns and songs from
Poetry and Other Things),
Minister Richard Guess’
and S. James Tuitard {Choc
news release on keyboards.
olate Thoughts and Mocha
The first 100 people may
Love)\ and authors Maurice
register for a complete set of
Gray Jr. (W/iom Much Is
Tyler Perry’s DVD or VHS,
Given), and Terrance John
Madea’s Family Reunion, 1
son {Shades of Black and
Can Do Bad All By Myself,
Baptism of Fire).
and Diary of a Mudd Black
They have come togeth
Woman.
er from California, Phila
Meet the faith-based
delphia, Delaware, Wash
team of contemporary nov
ington, DC and North Caro
elists and enjoy the spoken
lina to bring works that one
word in poetry. These au
day will be placed among
thors are blazing the trail
the Literary Classics, ac
with a new, exploding genre
cording to C.H. Dawkins,
that has yet to be totally de
owner of the bookstore.
fined or classified. They
Don’t miss this team at
write what hasibeen referred
the Print Emporium Chris
to as fiction, inspirational tian Bookstore, 4361-B 34th
contemporary fiction, and
St. South in Maximo Plaza.
contemporary fiction with a
For more information, call
spiritual twist.
Dawkins at 727-866-1590.

Discover opportunities for you in the legal profession at

Minority Prelaw Conference 2003
To celebrate National Minority
Law

Student Recruitment Month,

Stetson University College of Law and
the Law School Admission Council
welcome college freshmen and sophomores to

Minority Pre-Law Conference 2003
Friday, February 21, 2003

Stetson University College of Law
9:30 a.m?

Registration

10:00 a,m.

Welcome & Presentation

10:30 a.m.

Preparing for law School & the Admissions Process

11:30 a.m.

Mock Trial

12:15 p.m.

Lunch

RSVP by-Monday, February 17 at (727)562-7802,
FAX (727) 347-0136, or bwadmtt@law.stetson.edu.
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2nd Annual Black History Essay Contest
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SouthTrust Bank
You’re not just another customer.

Huge Ctoannee Sale

We're Proud Not Only To
Produce Energy, But To Devote
It To Worthwhile Causes.
Progress Energy Florida, Inc. supports those endeavors that enrich our
community. For more information, visit us at www.progress-energy.com.

We’re not just another bank.
$ Progress Energy

^To75XflffS

/ Limrted Tjme
St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6481

I Guaranteed Credit Approval
At These 2 Store Locations Only

Rosa Parks

Matthew Rosenberg
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

Rosa Parks was one of the
most courageous people I
have ever read about. She
was an African-American
alive when our country did
not treat Black people like
they deserved to be treated.
She stood up and helped
white people change the
way we should feel about
African-American people.

Rosa Parks took the
city bus to and from work.
One day after work, she de
cided to sit in the front of
the bus. African-Ameri
cans were told to sit in the
back of the bus. Well, a
white person got on the
bus, and the bus driver
said, “Get up, so that man
may sit down.” Rosa Parks
said, “No.” The police
were called, and she was
arrested. Many AfricanAmericans stopped riding
the bus until they were al
lowed to sit anywhere on
the bus.
I think Rosa Parks was
extremely brave. She en
courages me to be brave
when I am afraid. One time
I saw two kids who I knew
fighting. I decided to try to

stop the fight so they
would not hurt each other.
Another time I had to
be brave was this year. I
came to my new elemen
tary school for the first
time. It was so scary, be
cause I had never gone to a
new school. I managed just
fine. And at the new
school, I even made more
friends than I had last year.
It is important to have
courage and stand up for
what is right.
I think about what Ro
sa Parks did, because if she
hadn’t sat in the front of the
bus .that day, maybe I
wouldn’t have the friends I
have now. Maybe my
friends wouldn’t be al
lowed to go to my school
or sit with me on the bus.

That would be terrible!
I think all people
should be treated equally
no matter what their skin
color, religion or how
much money they earn. It
should matter more what is
inside someone that what is
on the outside. It should
matter what is in our
hearts. And also how we
treat other people.
I don’t know if I could
ever be as brave as Rosa
Parks, but I’d like to try.
I’ll try to remember what
she did when I face diffi
cult situations. I’ll remem
ber her courage and com
mitment to do what was
right even though she was
afraid. That is how Rosa
Parks has influenced my
life.

The Legacy of Rev. Chester L. James, Jr.

Derek Connelly
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

Since starting kinder
garten, I have been in inte
grated classes in the Pinel
las County school system. I
realize that 43 years ago,
when my mother first start
ed school in Pinellas Coun
ty, she was not as fortunate.
There were several Afri
can-American leaders in
Pinellas County who
fought for the integration
of schools, theaters, public
beaches, hospitals, buses,
stores and restaurants.
Some of these individuals,
who are all now deceased,
were the Rev. Enoch
Davis, Dr. Fred Alsup, Dr.
Ralph Wimbush, Chester
L. James, Sr., and one I had
the pleasure of knowing
personally, my godfather,
Rev. Chester L. James, Jr.
Rev. Chester L. James,
Jr., was a young man dur
ing the “Jim Crow” era liv
ing in St. Petersburg, Flori
da. This was during a time
when you lived in the
southern states of America
where Black and white
people were “separated.”

This separation occurred in
housing, education, em
ployment and everyday;
life. The separation of the
races was unequal for
Black citizens, in that they
were denied basic opportu
nities and rights of an
American citizen.
Also during this time,
Chester L. James, Sr., the
father of Chester L. James,
Jr., was an active and vocal
civil rights leader who was
known in St. Petersburg as
the unofficial Mayor of
Methodist Town. In those
days, Methodist Town was
a predominantly Black
community segregated in
an area on the north side of
St. Petersburg, Florida.
Chester L. James, Sr.,
fought to improve the liv
ing conditions of Metho
dist Town residents and led
the fight for Black voter
registration. Today this
community consists of
both Black and white resi
dents who reside in afford
able housing. In honor of
the late Chester L. James,
Sr., this area was renamed
Jamestown on March 13,
1976.
My godfather, the Rev.
Chester L. James, Jr., par
ticipated in the lunch coun
ter sit-ins at downtown
establishments in St. Pe
tersburg, because many
merchants \Vould deny
African-Americas
the
right to sit and eat in their

establishments. He took
part in the integration of
the McCroy’s lunch count
er and the State Theater sitins in downtown St. Peters
burg during civil rights
demonstrations. He also
fought along with his fa
ther and others for the right
for Black citizens to have
equal rights and opportuni
ties in Pinellas County.
On June 17, 1999, St.
Petersburg Mayor David
Fischer declared it “Ches
ter L. James, Jr., Day,” and
he noted in his proclama
tion that he had followed in
his father’s footsteps “in
working tirelessly for those
less fortunate and those in
need of a unified voice.”
Rev. Chester L. James,
Jr., used a lot of his life ex
periences in his sermons
and conversation to stress
to people both Black and
white the importance of the
past and the need to always
strive and do what is right.
Rev. James especially
loved children, and he was
always encouraging us to
make good choices and to
stay in school. One of his
favorite sayings that I will
always remember is, “Let
everybody say Amen, say
it again, say it one more
time, now say it like you
mean it ‘Amen’.”
Rev. Chester L. James,
Jr., and Chester L. James,
Sr., have left a legacy for
their family and communi

ty. Their efforts to integrate
all aspects of our commu
nity make me realize how
important it is to strive for
what is equal and right. I
also value my education
and opportunities that are
now available. I appreciate
what Rev. Chester L.
James, Jr., and other com
munity and civil rights
activists had to go through,
because I can now attend
the school of my choice.
Now, 50 years, later, my
parents can also have a
choice as to where to live,
shop, work and play.
I did not know Chester
L. James, Sr., but the old
saying goes, “like father,
like son.” I knew Chester
L. James, Jr., and he has
made a very positive im
pact on my life. I now
know through his example
that I should put God first
and always do what is good
and right. I must strive for
education excellence and
make a difference in my
community. The Rev.
Chester L. James, Jr., and
his father earned a lot of re
spect during their lifetime.
As a result of their efforts
and that of many other
African-Americans in Pi
nellas County, there are
now better opportunities
for all of us.
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Trudy Popoola: An African-American
Who Has Inspired Me!

Brittany Skinner
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

Has there been anyone
in your life who has really
inspired you or has made a
contribution to you or a
group of people or even the
community? Well, there is
someone in my life just
like that! This person is my
sewing teacher, my Girl
Scout Leader and so much
more! She is an AfricanAmerican by the name of
Trudy Popoola. Ms, Trudy
has been teaching me sew
ing for about two years and
has been my Girl Scout
Leader for seven years. She
is so wonderful! .She has
helped me with everything

that has to do with sewing
and Girl Scouts. 1 am so
happy that she is there to
help me and to teach me so
many things!
Ms. Trudy makes sew
ing and Girls Scouts so
much fun and a lot easier.
You will never find anyone
who will make things so
much fun. For example,
when I went camping with
my Girl Scout troop, I was
n’t that excited about it.
Ms. Trudy made it worth
going. One thing Ms. Tru
dy did was to let us have a
party with another troop,
and she helped us with ev
erything we needed help
with. As our Girl Scout
Troop Leader, Ms. Trudy
makes sure any girl who
wants to be in Girl Scouts
can be. Ms. Trudy also
makes sure that any girl
who doesn’t have a uni
form gets one or who isn’t
able to go on trips can. Ms.
Trudy will take care of it
for them. I think that’s real
ly great! Also as our Girl

Scout Leader, Ms. Trudy
plans community service
projects like singing for the
families staying at the Ron
ald McDonald House. I
have also helped Ms. Trudy
at a homeless shelter by
helping to distribute food.
What’s really amazing
about Ms. Trudy is that she
doesn’t have any children
of her own, although she
spends all her time and
energy with other peoples’
children. She includes me
in practically all her activi
ties like parties and din
ners. Sometimes we run er
rands together. All this is in
Ms. Trudy’s spare time.
She also has a job.
Ms. Trudy is the Safe
Haven Coordinator for the
St. Petersburg Weed and
Seed program. The Weed
and Seed is a program to
“weed-out” drugs and vio
lence in the youth commu
nity and to “seed-in” eco
nomic opportunities. The
program also works to
meet the needs of mental

health awareness in Afri
can-American youths.
Ms. Trudy also con
tributes to the AfricanAmerican youths in the
community by working
with the Boys and Girls
Clubs. Ms. Trudy also
works with the youths at
St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church in St. Petersburg.
The program is called
“Wacky
Wednesdays.”
This is where kids can go
after school and join in
craft
projects,
enjoy
snacks, field trips and other
fun activities. Ms. Trudy’s
goal is always looking out
for children’s best interests.
Ms. Trudy is a very ex
traordinary person and
friend to me. Ms. Trudy’s
contributions to our com
munity inspire me to help
other people and work
hard. Ms. Trudy is the per
fect role model for every
girl. She is definitely one
of mine!

Winners
continued from page 1:

but when she's not hitting
the books at Bay Point
Middle school she says, "I
like to talk on the phone. I
like to sew." She references
the "Sew What Club" of
which, of course was start
ed by Ms. Trudy.
Brittany has made the
best of her sewing class,
completing a pants suit, a
couple dresses, a jean shirt
for her dad Ron, embroi
dering on the pocket, "#1
Dad", and skirts for her
mother, Lisa.
The "Sew What Club"
puts on modeling shows
displaying the clothes of its
10 -15 kids have Sewn.
Her varied interests
have given Brittany several
career choices at her young
age. She wants to be either
a teacher, writer, seam
stress, or as she puts it "a
combination of all three."
But for right now, Brittany

is content with being cho the St. Petersburg Times Xsen a winner, for as she Team for about one year,
said, it "makes me feel sharing with readers five or
good because people are six stories.
recognizing me for my
In elementary school,
writing."
he wrote about his grandfa
Derek Connelly
ther, in a county wide con
Derek Connelly, a test, where a student had to
freshman at Lakewood write about their favorite
High School wasn’t sure of older person. He took 3rd
his chances since he place.
expected many to enter the
Derek knew who he
contest. However, when he would
write
about
found out that he won, it "because I could support
reassured him of how good my essay better because I
his essay was, instilling knew the person," he said.
confidence.
Parents Derek explained why he
Ulysses
and
Rosalyn chose to write about
thought he had a better Reverend Chester James,
chance than he felt he did, Jr., because "he really
because of who he chose as affected my life, helping
his subject, a local rev me make the right choices,
erend.
and his legacy is being car
He truly loves to write, ried on by his wife and
and at the tender age of 14, son."
he has already been pub
In addition to enjoying
lished in a major daily writing, Derek especially
newspaper. He wrote for likes Science in school. He

admits, "I like to do littl
science projects and expei
iments." He is in the envi
ronmental technology pre
gram at Lakewood, bt
isn’t quite sure what h
wants to be when he grow
up. He says he’s leanin
toward some type of engi
neer.
Outside of school, it’
all physical. He plays J5
football, baseball, and jus
finished his first summe
playing tennis at Si
Petersburg Tennis Center.
Derek doesn’t know exact
ly what he will do with th
money he has won, but on
thing he is sure of - win
ning this contest has mad
him want to enter mor
contests, and keep writing

There’s A Reason To Read
GOD BLESS
AMERICA

The Weekly Challenger!

The Weekly Challenger Thanks The Above Organizations For Their Support In Publishing These Student's Writings
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Thomas Demerritte
Even wh.le late bloom
ing impresario Thomas
Demerritte Was receiving
his Masters Degree in
Public
Administration
from Florida State Uni
versity in 1980, he knew
his passicn was in music.
While in school, he pur
sued this passion by play
ing guitjr, keyboards and
drums in Miami and
Tallahassee area bands.
After working almost 19
years with Miami-Dade
County government, Dem
erritte decided to realize
the dream he often shared
with his wife Evette while
recovering from her tragic
passing from lupus. In late
1999, in his wife’s memo
ry, he incorporated the
multimedia firm Tavette
Entertainment
Group.
Over the short time period
since then, he has had sev
eral noteworthy achieve
ments, including being fea
tured on the cover of
nationally
distributed
Black r. Enterprise,? maga-i

.zine s February 2003
issue!
The company’s Liberty
City based recording stu
dio - where Demerritte
serves as a producer, musi
cian, arranger, songwriter
and engineer - has pro
duced and recorded albums
by several local artists, and
has produced advertise
ment jingles and theme
songs for many businesses
and organizations. Add
itionally, Tavette Records,
the company’s record label
presided over by Dem
erritte, has several artists
under recording contracts
and has recently released
CDs on artists as diverse as
legendary R&B-to-gospel
singer Spencer Wiggins,
hip-hop group Wetwerx,
and talented spoken word
artist Rebecca "Butterfly"
Vaughns. Tavette’s film
and video division pro
duces numerous music
videos, commercials and
documentaries for oylside
clients as well as for its
own artists, Recently the
company was selected by
Miami’s Youth of America,
Inc., to kelp produce a
video to document Mia
mi’s historical Black
Police Prrcinct and Court
house. Tie company even
has a gaphics design unit
that haidles website developmea, logo design, and

corporate branding'to offer
"one stop service" to its
music customers and other
multimedia clients.
In addition to all of
these diverse interests,
Demerritte recently devel
oped and operates a special
community outreach pro-j
gram
called ADMIT.;
(Alternate Direction Music
Industry Training), which
uses Tavette’s studio and,
other resources to provide
training to Miami’s at-risk
youth groups in the area of
music business. A compila
tion CD of positive raps
and songs created and
recorded by ADMIT pro
gram participants is being
assembled for distribution
to area schools and com
munity youth organiza
tions. Demerritte states, "I
feel that it is important for
us to give back to the com
munity by developing
young people’s awareness
of the business aspect of
music."
Although this is often a
time-consuming regimen
of 12 to 15 hour workdays,
Demerritte says, "I am
constantly reminded of an
old saying - Find a career
you truly love and you’ll
never work a day in your
life. I can truly say that
music is my passion and I
never get tired from giving
people a chance to reach

their creative or business
potential
in
music."
Demerritte lists his most
important motivation as his
wife, his former MiamiDade County supervisor
Dr. Terry Conward, who
presented him with the
industry
bible
"This
Business of Music" upon
recognizing his true pas
sion while he worked for
her in 1990, and Barbara
Howard, a Miami area con
sultant who he often assist
ed in Dade County’s busi
ness certification program
he came to supervise. "Ms.
Howard was the ultimate
self-made businesswoman.
When she found out about
my desire to start my own
business someday, she
encouraged me to step, out
on faith and let my talents
and hard work carry me
through."
Thus, Demerritte! acqu
ired much of his business
acumen through his Civil
service position through
watching how Ms. Howard
and other owners operated
their companies. He even
returned to school to
acquire more updated
knowledge about the music
industry and modem music
recording and engineering
techniques. Then, as sug
gested, he stepped out on
faith to join the business
community he once served.

Book by: Bob Devin Jones * Lyrics by: Bob Devin Jones 8Z Michele Lamar Richards • Music by:
Michele Lamar RLhards st Danny Hamilton • Conceived and Directed by: Bob Devin Jones St Bill
, Leavengood • Choreography by: Paulette Walker Johnson
Musical Direction by: Rick Steuart

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
f/Ckefnasfer

(727) 898-2100 or The Coliseum (727) 892-5202

February 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 & March 1 at 8pm
February 22, 23 & March 1 & 2 at 2pm
The Coliseum Balkoom • 535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL • Co-sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg
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Since he opened his busi
ness,
Demerritte
has
worked to establish effec
tive business partnerships
with other local Black
owned companies such as
Beta
BusinessSystems,
Taste of Freedom Sports
wear, Project 26 Studios,
and Sam GrantGraphics.
Respectively, these firms
provide Tavette
with
accounting services, gear
and merchandising for its
hip-hop groups, and graph
ic design. Thomas, 45, has
not yet remarried and has a
daughter, Stephanie, who
attends college in Fort
Lauderdale. "I am blessed
that she is so mature and
understanding", says Dem
erritte. "Without her con
stant support for my pas
sion, I would not have the
flexibility to devote the
time needed to expand my
business. I also feel blessed
to know that my wife still
lives in me, in Stephanie
and in our company."

AIDS Death------------------------------------by Gabriel Packard
JOHANNESBURG
(GIN)—
Relatives
of
world-famous jazz musi
cian "Bra" Hugh Masekela
have accused him of being
a callous publicity seeker
after he told the South
African press that his sister
Sybil died of AIDS-related
illness.
Masekela, speaking in
the South African City
Press a few weeks ago, said
that he was going public
about his sister, who died
four years ago, because he
wanted to encourage peo
ple to go for AIDS tests.
The City Press described
Masekela as being "still
devastated" by the death.
Sybil, he said, was
diagnosed with AIDS in
1994, but waited a long
time before telling her fam
ily. "If my sister had con
fided in us about her ill
ness, something could have
been done to prolong her
life," he said, "ln times of

Funk/Jazz Legend Jeff Lorber Doin’
It "Philly Style"------------------------ ——
Keyboardist To Release His Narada Debut Album On March 11
Keyboardist
Jeff an appearance on the title are accessible to the main
Lorber will release his 16th track. Of interest is stream yet challenging
album, "Philly Style," on Lorber’s cover version of enough for musical schol
March llth. It’s his debut The Goodie Mob’s "Soul ars (Lorber is a graduate of
collectfoBj for; khPzJS&iadaiL Fo$d,ffO’Qn^wtoiefei Gary the famed Berklee Collage ■
record label? The ten'songs' Meek serves up some saxsi ,< of Music). Testament to his> >
that comprise the disc were and Naila croons the sump incredible diversity is the
produced by Lorber and tuous chorus.
fact that Lorber’s records
Steve Dubin (Peter White,
Lorber’s hometown of have landed on the nation
Richard Elliot). Lorber Philadelphia turned out to al jazz, R&B/hip hop, pop,
wrote or collaborated on be a happy coincidence in and dance charts. In 1977,
nine songs, including the the making of the new Lorber released a debut
first
radio
single, record. Album co-producer album of avante garde jazz
"Gigabyte," which is pow Dubin also hails from with his Grammy nominat
ered by a buoyant piano Philly as does Roberts, ed band The Jeff Lorber
melody and a funky who uses his own brand of Fusion. After years on the
rhythm track that is made drumsticks that he calls road he disbanded the unit,
electric by a vibrant horn "Philly Style," which is preferring the serenity of
section. Lorber’s core what inspired the album the recording studio where
backing musicians are title. "When I first came on he elected to focus on play
rhythm kings Tony Maiden the scene in the 1970’s, ing, producing, program
(guitarist for Rufus), Alex Gamble & Huff and ming, arranging and engi
Al (bass), Lenny Castro Grover Washington Jr. neering. Lorber has record
(percussion), "Little" John were influential Philly ed with such artists as
Roberts (drums) and Jerry voices in urban, jazz and Kenny G, Herb Alpert, The
Hey (Flugelhorn, horn pop. Today artists like Isley Brothers, Dave Koz,
arrangements). Sax sensa Musiq, Jill Scott, and Karyn White, Gerald
tion Richard Elliot makes- Floetry prove that Philly Albright, Chris. Botti,
continues to breed record Manhattan Transfer, Eric
ing artists of great distinc Marienthal, Art Porter,
tion," said Lorber, who Michael Franks, Tower of
now resides in the Los Power and many, many
Angeles area.
others. In 1991, Lorber
As one of the archi launched his solo career
tects of the contemporary and since then, three of his
instrumental genre today albums have made it into
known
as "smooth jazz," the Top 10 on the smooth
FREE
Lorber is too modest to jazz charts, with one hit
EVALUATION
include his own name ting #1 ("Worth Waiting
SALSA • SWING
amongst other music leg For"). Two singles from
OTHER LATIN
ends from Philly. His own Lorber’s most recent CD, •
DANCES
unique musical voice 2001’s "Kickin’ It," went
swirls R&B, jazz, pop and #1.
823-9182
rock into compositions that
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trouble, people should stick
together to weather the
storms."
But his family tells a
different story.
Sybil’s eldest daughter,
Cindy Bouwer, says that
Masekela "turned his back
on us and mommy when
she was destitute and
dying."
"While my mother was
alive he did not care about
her," she says. "And now
she is gone he is telling the
whole world a pack of lies
that he was deeply touched
by her death."
Bouwer, who sobbed
while being interviewed,
says that none the family
heard anything from him
until the funeral.
She adds that her
mother was living a shelter
for abused women until she
fell ill, and that Masekela whose last album, ‘Sixty’,
sold over 50,000 copies in
South Africa alone offered no financial sup-

port even though the fami
ly was poor. It was Sybil’s
sister, "Auntie Barbara,
who took care of mommy’s
hospital
bills,"
says
Bouwer.
Bouwer’s
criticism
was backed up by one of
Masekela’s sistert, Elaine.
"Where was Hugh when
we were cleaning up the
mess? Where was he when
our sister needed him
most?" she said.
South
African
Masekela, 63, is most
famous as a jazz trumpeter.
He is also a worldrenouned band leader,
composer and lyricist; his
single "Grazing in the
Grass’ topped the US
charts in the early seven
ties. A recovering drug
addict, Masekela set up
The Musicians’ and Artists’
Assistance Program of
South Africa to help stars
with drug problems. The
program is currently facing
bankruptcy.

Actor
Morgan
Freeman
To Star As
Mandela
by Gabriel Packard
!
NEW YORK!GIN)i Hollywood star Morgan...
Freeman will star in a new
$40 million movie about
the life of Nelson
Mandela, the man who
helped lead South Africa
out of the bonds of
apartheid.
Based on Mandela’s
autobiography Long Walk
to Freedom, the movie
will be be produced by
South African Anant
Singh, and directed by
Indian film-maker Shekar
Kapur.
Initially, Kapur turned
down the project, but later
accepted after visiting
South Afirca. "Somebody
had to take the responsi
bility,"
said
Kapur.
"[Mandela] is a spiritual
hero like Ghandi: he does
not need to fight a bloody
battle to win."
The movie will span
Mandela’s highly eventful
life: his childhood and
tribal upbringing, his
youth spent working as a
law clerk, his political
awakening and role in the
African National Con
gress (ANC), his 27 years
in prison, his eventual
release and role in ending
the optession of South
Afirca’s blacks (for which
he won the Nobel Peace
Prize), his five-year term
as president, his on-going
work as an advocate for
peace and freedom.
Producer Anant Singh
says that he will be casting
South African as well as
international actors for the
film, which will start pro
duction later this year, and /
should be released late
2004.

Celebrate Black

History/Month !
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Bethel A.M.E.: A Legacy of Faith
"These things saith the is spearheading a Hymnal for May 18. This is a fun
AMEN, the faithful and Drive. This activity is fund-raising activity, whi
true witness the beginning opened to all members of ch will include other activ
of creation." (Revelation the local church and sur ities such as "Glory Train3:14)
rounding areas desiring to Revisited," Dine With Men
Qn Sunday, February purchase a hymnal in Who
Cook,
Prayer
9, the members of Bethel remembrance of or in Breakfast, and a Block
A.M.E. Church, St. Peters honor of a loved one. The Party. The members of
burg, African Methodist hymnals will be officially Bethel solicit the commu
Episcopal
community presented to the church nity’s support in this annu
came together to celebrate family on February 23, al event.
Founder’s Day. This event during morning service.
The
members
of
focused on the theme: "The
Qnce again the bees Bethel are blessed to share
African Methodist Epis are buzzing with excite the following ministries
copal Church: A Legacy of ment, as we prepare for with the local communities
Faith." Program partici Allen Jubilee week, begin and surrounding areas:
pants included saints from ning February 17-19. Dr.
• Feeding Ministry,
McCabe United Methodist George L. Champion, a Sunday morning
Church, Unity Temple of candidate for episcopal
• Church School,
Truth, Bethel Metropolitan service, will be the guest Sunday 9:00 a.m.
and other local churches. evangelist. The community
• Morning Church
The message was well is invited to attend.
Service
received by all members in Activities are underway for
• Music Department
attendance.
the upcoming Annual
• Bible Study, Tuesday
The Music Department Calendar Tea, scheduled 7:00.p.m.
Tutorial services,
Monday and Wednesday
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
• Transportation
If you are without a
church home, you are
1820 - 18th Avenue South
invited to come and share
S.t. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727) 821-3265
in the honey making with
the bees of Bethel. We look
forward to your sharing.
For additional infor
mation regarding these and
other church activities,
contact the Church Office,
[The Rev. Larry WillTamsli
M-F, 9:00 - 4:00 p.m.,
Pastor
(727) 822-2089.
'The congregation would (ite to invite you and your
family to worship with us. Come as you are!

St. Mark AME-------------

Pentecostal Temple COGIC

To God be the glory
for the great things He has
done!

"Let no man despise
thy youth; but be thou an
example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity." (1 Timothy 4:12)
The Youth Service was
marked with tributes for
Black History Month.
Presentations
included
poems read by two of our
youth - one of which was
written by the presenter and the reading of a prayer
for
African-American
youth. The youth praise
team lead the congregation
in African songs of victory
and songs of our affirma
tion of love to the Lord.
Three other youth
stirred the hearts of those
present with their presenta
tions entitled "The AfricanAmerican
Who
Has
Impacted My Life." The

A grand time was had
by all last Sunday at
Founder's Day, The mes
sage was brought by Pastor
"K" as our Young People
Re-enacted, the beginning
of the AME Church with a
scene from St. Georges
Methodist Church, in
1787, All church members
were dressed in period
attire or African Attire.
This week begins the
14th Church Anniversary

of St; Mark. At Sunday’s
11:00 a.m. worship the
Young People are in charge
of the service. They will be
sponsoring their 2nd annu
al
Angela
Unawares
Worship Service. Each
youth has selected a person
who has done something
for them and this is their
opportunity just to say
thank you.
The speaker for the
hour is. a young budding

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church

minister from Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Tampa,
Florida, Min. John Threats.
Min. Threats is an eight
grader at John Hopkins
Middle School. The 4:00
p.m. service will be ren
dered by Rev. Wayne
Wilson and the United
Community Church of the
City.
Please plan to join the
members of St. Mark for
all of their anniversary
services or for any of their
regular scheduled weekly
services: Sunday School
9:45
a.m.,
Morning
Worship 11:00 am, Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting
on Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Youth Activities 2nd and
3rd Fridays at 7:00 p.m.
and Teen Scene on the 1st
& 3rd Saturdays at
7:00p.m.
Always remember,"The
Father loves the Son, and has
given all things into His
Hand."

“ ■ h^3 I__ord is
great a.r~id is -to
h iq h l-y
p=» ret. i s o d ; I—lis
<3 i-oa-tr-1oss is
beyond ur~id^i-—
stand ■ ng . ”
Psalms

CnmmtmTt^i (Cljurclj

;Ne£u

The Reoerend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Sunday Service .........................8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ............. 7:00 P.M.

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

“Stye Cburcl? of Lore, Bealiqg apd Sestoratiop”

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

!j

Deacon Ministry .....'.

Item Kiard Nesbitt
..... dares RbiiBn.
. , , . . CbyeRtarsn
. .Wyvonnia McGee

Finance Ministry......

Children & Youth Ministry
Clerk Ministry. . . . . ... .

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

presentations were in honcr
of one student’s mother
another student’s Sunday
School teacher, and the
third student’s father! They
served to show us that we
are the history-makers of
today and that our lives do
have an impact on those
around us.
The Word of God was
rich as our guest speaker,
Rev. Willie Whiting of Mt.
Zion Progressive MB
Church addressed the
youth and adults alike. The
message was made plain as
he spoke on the subject of
"Protection Against SelfDestruction and Character
Assassination."
He challenged the
youth to carry themselves
in such a way that no one
can look down on them.
They are tp be examples of

believers in conversation,
lifestyle, love, attibde,
trust in God, sexual pirity
and integrity of life. I He
explained that the waj to
accomplish this is toilet
God be their motivator,
choose to do things His
way and encircle thenselves with the saints aid
the Woid of God to provile
them with spiritual hep
and prayer. He told then
that God Would protect
them and enable them to do
what is right.
Following he message
and
prayer
Pastor
Anderson received a new
member into tfe church.
We welcome yo» to visit
with us at Pentecostal
Temple COGIC and be
blessed in the presence of
the Lord.

The Lord
looks down
from heaven,
He sees all
the sons of
men. Psalm 33

New Covenant Baptist Church

Jesus
Is
King!

419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

3850 Pompano Drive SE, Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Ph: 865-9636

Pastor, Joseph Bobby Reid
Prayer/Praise Service ... 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study................ 8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ... 10:00 a.m.

Bible Holiness Church of God- in Christ

The members would like to invite
you and your farrily to worship with
us. Our services ere:
Tuesday Morning Irayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worhip
7':00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Wcship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Wo'ehip 7:00pm
Pastat: Elder Bp. Walker

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School ... ............. ............. 9:30 a m.
Morning Worship ..... ......... .L . .11:00 a m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study ......................................... ..
.7:15 pm.
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday) . \. . .6:00 p.m.

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
4000 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

(727) 327-0789

International Headquarters, Andersen, Indiana

Greater St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

New Faith
Free Methodist Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday School ............... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship . .. 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde Williams

We

2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church
TJFESd'L: Looking Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward
Sunday Morning Services
Sunday School ......................................... 9:30 am

Morning Worship............................. 11:00 am
Youth Bible Study.............................. Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service Wed. 7:00 pm
Rev. Alfonso Bush
Pastor

welcome you at all times.

Rev. Curtis L. Long, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

First Baptist Institutional Church

350137th. St So. • St Pete, FL 33711

Schedule of Services

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL

Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans

Phone:

Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m.
Prayer .(Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.

Rev. Wayne

G.

Church School.........
.9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ....... A. ..11 a.m.

323-7518

Baptist Training Union ... ............... .5 p.m.

Thompson, Pastor

Evening Worship

- 9:30 a.m.
Worship - lf:OO a.m.

Sunday School,
Morning

Thursday ................i.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

"One

You are hereby invited to fellowship with

1 WINGS OF FAITH CHRISTIAN CENTER
g k

.

|| V/

g Ofr

|i||
“...let the one that is thirsty come.”

(Revelation 22:17)

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 A.M.
Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study, Tues, 7-8 P.M.

527 49th Street South
SL Petersburg, Fl 33707

......... 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting

.7 p.m.

. ___
Rev. Brian K. Brown

“All Are Welcome” • "Bring A Friend"

For more Infor
mation, contact
Pastor Jerome
& Pastor Kisha
Jordan at
727-327-2849 or
Fax: 866-1896

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

309 - 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone (727) 893-1 741

F
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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal

Church
"We’ie Busy as Bees But Bineet As Honey"

Bishop Ronald Moten, Pastor
Alfreda Moten, Co-Pastor

0 Bisllop Ronald Moten an d tke Wings of Faitk Ck
W like to extend to yon a personal invitation to wore

Avenue NOrth
St Petersburg, FL 33705
PhOne: 727-822-2089
2rJhrd

anu

nnnt

onr scJ

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

urunv.wateroflifechristianchurch.org

uiu—:---- ,

New Membei Class
Morning Worship.

■ • . .10:30 A.M.

J
V

RELiqiOUS NEWS continues

Prayer Tower COGIC
SuptJ Elder Clarence
Welch wid the entire
Prayer Twer family wel
comes y>u with open arms
to felldvship with us at
any tint. We invite you to
share with us at any of our
spirited services, where we
fully Relieve in lifting up
the nane of the Lord!
"for all have sinned,
and come short of the
glory of God." (Romans
3:231
Mission Itinerary:
On February 15, the
Girl; Club and the CWC
will meet at the church.
Gib's Club begins at 10:00
a.m. and the CWC begins
at 11:30 a.m. Don't forget
the Black History Pageant.
Rehearsals
are
on

Saturday, February 15,
2003, from 2:00-4:00 p.m.
and the 22nd, from 10:30
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the
church. The program will
take place on February 23.
Everyone is invited.
We ask your continual
prayers for our nation,
world leaders, sick and
shut-in members and
saints of God everywhere!
Pray without ceasing.
Prayer Tower COGIC,
1137 37th Street So. St.
Petersburg, FL. 33711,
727-321-0670.

The Family That
Prays Together
Stays Together

All Nations Church of
God By Faith
3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St
Petersburg, EL
327-5926 • 327-2656
.: A A

Sunday School
;q.rn'r

Morning Worship
ii {' A ■.:A ...
a.rh.
Night Worship., A.. 1
a .7p.m.:
Tuesday Bible Class............... A-/?;.:.;:
p.m.

. .-

Friday tarry Service

r.:,..

Moore’s Chapel
AME Chureh
Rev, James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

Moore's Chapel AME
always spirited and very
inspiring. February 16, our
morning services will
began at 7:45 a.m. and
11:00
a.m.
Minister
Christopher Irvin and
Pastor James T. Blount,
respectively, will deliver
the sermons.
Sunday
School begins at 9:15 a.m.
Dates to Remember
Tutoring- Monday &
Thursday- 6:00- 8:00p.m.
Noon Day - Wednes
day- 12:00 p.m. Fellowship
Hall (Annex)
Bible Study- Wednes
day- 7:00 p.m.- Theme"Journey into Faith"
Homeless MinistryFood & Clothing Give
away-10:00 a.m,. - 2:00
p.m.
Men's Day
Cele
bration- Sunday- February
23-11:00 a.m.- Rev. Ricky
Wiggs- Hurst Chapel
AME-Sarasota, FL,- guest
speaker
Winter Revival- Febru
ary 24, 25, and 26.
Everyone is invited.

"Friends are angels & Joye Watkins were
who lift us to our feet when incredible in their sprightly
our wings have trouble interpretation of gospel and
remembering how to fly. contemporary
music.
Behold how good and Pastor Blount and the Mass
pleasant it is for brethren to Choir provided appropriate
dwell together in unity."
music for the occasion.
James T. Blount, Officers Other program participants
and Members of Moore's were: Jason Mells- Call to
Chapel AME church cor Worship, Welcome &
dially invite you to worship Announcements; Deprince
with us. We had a wonder OwensInvocation;
ful
Founder's
Day Marquris Curry-Scripture;
Celebration on Sunday, Tiffany Curry- Decalogue
February
9,
2003. & Gifts of Mission and the
Members of Zeta Upsilon Founder's Day LitanyOmega chapter of Alpha Jamal Scott, last but no
Kappa Alpha Sorority- way least, our own
Lena Wilfalk, Basileus, Presiding Elder Jerome L.
Mrs. Mattie Gardner- a Denmark gave historical
centenarian from New information about the
Faith Free Methodist African Methodist Epis
Church and guests of other copal Church as it relates
church members were to the number of district
present also.
(19) and the Presiding
The Young People Bishops of each one.
Dept. (YPD) presented and
We offer Christian
inspiring and informational accolades to Genorice
program. Myles Poole and White, our YPD director
Talia Carpenter portrayed and the YPD Members for
our Founders Richard & an excellent program. Our
Sarah Allen. Brianna Byrd Founder's Day Celebration
starred as Flora Allen, the ending with a Soul Food
first wife of Richard Allen. Feast at the Masonic Hall
Jasmine Brown and Mrs. on Tangerine Ave. So. We
Genorice White were the all sat at tables, did fashion
narrators. Sidney Johnson style, and passed the food
& the Judah Dancers- around as we served our
Courtney Poole, Chanae selves. We truly enjoyed
Keeley, Karlene Robinson, the Celebration.
Tonya Mays, Katie Harrell
Our
services
are

Every Word
of God Is
pure: He is
a shield
unto them
that put
their trust
in Him.
Proverbs
30:5

Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Prayer Tower Church OS God In Christ
113S 37th Street South, St.
Pete,FL

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship................................................. 7:45 a.m.
Sunday School ......................................................... 9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship ....................................... 10:50 a.m..
Baptist Training. Union......................................... 5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship ......Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7;30 p.m.
•'

■

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

F
£
L
L

Morning Worship ....... 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School.
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

Morning Glory

St. Joseph Church

Phone
(813) 328-9412

H
I
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

9:30 a.m.
10:00

Morning Worship

2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg

W
s

Sunday

Sunday School

Tfe church where everyone is welcome & the Spirit of Christ hives:

O
service

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Sunday School...................... .9:30 a.m.

CENTER

GRACE

ans and Friendship Mis
sionary Baptist Church as
our guests at 4:00 p.m.
The celebration will
culminate on Sunday, Feb
ruary 23, with Dr. Arthur T.
Jones, Sr., and Bible-Based
Fellowship Church from
Tampa at 4:00 p.m.
Come and worship
with us as we celebrate our
Pastor’s 19 years of service
to God, our church and this
conununity!

‘Pentecostal Tenjple Cljurcl} of God ip Christ

3700 22nd Avenue S. • 321-0020
Elder Clarence L. Warren, Pastor

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER

First Baptist Institu
Wednesday, February
tional Church has begun 12, Dr. Manuel L. Sykes
the celebration for Pastor and Bethel Community
Wayne G. Thompson’s Baptist Church came to be
19th Anniversary.
with us as we strived to
On Monday, February worship Christ and show
10, Elder Clarence L. War our love for our Pastor.
ren and Mt. Zion Primitive
The celebration contin
Baptist Church worshiped ues on Sunday, February
with us.
16, with Dr. George Far
On Tuesday, February mer, Jr., Pastor of Olive
11, Elder Benjamin Ad Branch Baptist Church in
ams, Jr., and the St. John Haymarket, VA, as our
Primitive Baptist Church .guest at the 11:00 a.m. ser
joined us in celebration.
vice and Pastor John A. Ev

Sunday Services
Church-School";''. ..................... ......................................................... 9gm
Praise & Worship Services . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . , 10.30am
Tuesday Services
Prayer Service . ........................................................................ . . . 6:30pm
Bible Study......................................................... ................................. 7pm
Join us as we [ift up the name, ofJesus

Rev. Edrriesf’Jqrtes,
'-’Pastor °

Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

4240 Central Avenue • SL Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

First Baptist Institutional
Church----------------------------------

(727)896-5228

Sunday School 10 a.m.

Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

Steward & Trustee Meet
ing 6:30 p.m.
Saturday (Feb. 15) Boy
Scout Meeting 9:30 a.m.,
Missionary Meeting 10:00
a.m., Voices of Faith
Rehearsal 5:00 p.m.
Sunday (Feb. 16) 9:30
a.m.
Sunday
School,
11:00a m. Sunday Wor
ship, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Women's Day Fashion Tea
Monday (Feb. 17)
Youth Choir practice 7:00
p.m.

2120 -19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

Night Services 7:30 p.m.

their efforts. This is fully
expected to be a spectacu
lar event featuring exqui
site fashions, food, won
derful entertainment in
cluding local vocalists and
great fellowship. This
event is inspired by God
and hosted by the Women
of New Faith.
Other Events for the
Week:
Thursday (Feb. 13)
Rehearsal for Fashion Tea
7:00 pm.
Friday
(Feb.
14)

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday

New Faith, under the
leadership of Reverend
Curtiss Long, is excited
with the approaching of
their annual Women's Day
Tea and Fashion Show to
be held this coming
Sunday, February 16, at the
Wildwood
Community
Center located at 1000 28th
Street South, St. Petersburg
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
The Pastor and the
members of New Faith
invites the entire communi
ty to come out and support

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Came join us at the Church where everyone is iVekame!

Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday

New Faith Free Methodist
Church Annual Women's Day
Tea and Fashion Show------------

a.m.

11:30

Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study

Tuesday

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

Wednesday

a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

'OT church working togetherfor the upbwfding of (jod’s kingdom”

Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

With Allah's Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

Masjid Al-Muminin

Pastor Leonard Wilson •Phone: 536-1890

Islamic Services

ELIM Seventh-Day
Adventist Church
801 - 6th Avenue S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(/27) 894-5246

I

823-1619

SATURDAYS
Sabbath School: 9 am

Morning Worship: 11 am
Youth Hour: 1 Hour Before
Sunset

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 PM
ELIM Junior Academy & Day Care Center

Traveler’s Rest

-

|

Qur’anic Study - Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Missionary Baptist
Church

Taleem - 12:00 p.m.
Imam Wilmore Sadiki
3762 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327 - 8483

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.

§ (

Sunday School............. . 9:30 a.m.

H

Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.)

Jumuah Prayer - Friday 1:30 p.m.

BREAKTHROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTER

Rev. Donald
F. Browne

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

2900 - 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 867-4600/888-447-PRAY.(7729) • Fax (727) 867-4662
Website; www.breakthroughcc.com • E-maii; pastor@breakthroughcc.com
Sunday Services:

Friendship

Power Breakthrough Service @ 11:00 am
A Night of Prophesy @ 6:00 pm

Tuesday Sendees:

Missionary Baptist
3300-31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
Thursday
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

“Word Explosion” @ 7:30 pm
FridayServtoes:

955 - 20th Street South

"Miracle Service” @ 7:30 pm

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

RADIO MINISTRY:

PhOne: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

fr 9W

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

WRXB-1590 Saturdays - 5-10am
(Prophet Glenn Miller’s Gospel)
WRXB-159Q Sundays 9:30-10:00 am
WINB-13570 KHZ - Wednesdays 4-4:3Gpm
(Shockwave Radio)
“PROPHETIC FIRE IS FALLING”
Come As You Are - No Dress Code
'‘Breaking Through the Barriers of 1 rn possibilities”
Tape M inistry/Dynamic Praise & Warship

Prayer 3ft Minutes Before Pvery Service

PASTOR/PROPHET
GLENN MILLER

l2
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Travelers’ Rest
Missionary Baptist
Church------------------“The wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord. ” (Romans 6:23).
Welcome to the house
of the Lord! Pastor
Browne and the Travelers’
Rest Chinch family extend
warm accolades to all who
will fellowship with us.
Come and experience
the presence of the Lord at
our 8:00 a.m. Contempo
rary Service, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School and 11:00
a.m. Traditional Worship.
Pastor Browne will
preach the morning ser
mon. Musical selections
rendered by the Praise
Team at 8:00 a.m. and the
Konsonant Choir at 11:00
a.m. Our doorkeepers,.
Ushers Ministry #3, will
serve, and Men’s Ministry
will greet the congrega
tion.
In celebration of. Black
History Month, a play enti
tled “Why Me, Lord” will
be presented on Sunday,
February 23, at 5:00 p.m.
This drama was written by
Minister Betty Andrews
and is open to the public.

Members of the Chris
tian Education Ministry
are reminded of a meeting
on Saturday, February 15,
at 10:00 a.m. Members and
interested persons are en
couraged to please attend.
Weekly activities:
Thursday, Feb. 13 - Indepth study of the Scrip
ture and nursing home vis
itation, 11:00 a.m.; Konso
nant Choir rehearsal, 7:00
p.m.
Friday, Feb. 14 - Hap
py Valentine’s Day; Inter
cessory Prayer group, 7:00
p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 19 Youth Choir rehearsal and
Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.;
Prayer and Praise, 7:00
p.m.; Adult Bible Study,
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Looking for a place to
worship/ our doors are
open! We are the church
Where Christ is the center
of attraction and the Word
of God is preached.
Looking for AfricanAmerican inventors? http:
//www.ai.mit.edul~isbell/
HFh/black/events.

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance
The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference ”
Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.
Cultoral Arts Programs After School
Wed., Friday - dOOpta - &G0pt»
Free Registration
'
For mors infui main n contact
lXtbot ah R Green, FtkCcolivc Director.
ji ,727tS;i.9472
Mon

2611 5th. S. •; St. Petersburg, PI. 33711
Church Phone: (727) 323-3210
Pastor’s office (727) 895-9591
Rev Constance D. Samuels - Pastor

Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
W/ien all God’s chil
dren get together - what a
time, what a time, what a
time...
As Mt. Zion Church
family culminated its 78th
Anniversary and AME
Founder’s Day celebration,
we can truly say we had a
glorious Spirit-filled day all day. Rev. Ellis Hodge of
Word of Life Fellowship
brought the Word of God
with power speaking from
John 13:3-6 “To Be a Ser
vant” - stating that in order
to serve God, you must
serve God’s people, fol
lowed by teaching from
visiting guest who shared
in Church School where
everyone was engulfed in
the Word.
Closing out at 11:00
a.m. with a soul-stirring
message from Rev. Maria
White of St. Phillips AME,
Monticello, FL, expound
ing from Acts 1:1-8
“Poised for Power” - main
focus, “We must know Je
sus as we wait for the Holy
Ghost to move.”
The. anointing was
high, and the Holy Spirit
embraced us, confirming
we have come this far by

faith leaning on the Lord. fed spiritually and physi
God blessed us mightily. cally. Feel free to come and
To tiie committee - hats off share in this Ministry.
and thank you! for a job
In need of a mid-week
well done. To the church lift? Then, Mt. Zion is the
family, members and place. Each Wednesday
friends - we express appre night from 7:00-8:00 p.m.,
ciation for allyour efforts. we experience the awe
In conclusion we say, some power of the Holy
“Great jbb oH a great day, Ghost at our “Hour of
for Together Everyone Power” worship. Songs of
Achieves More - for where praise, testimonies and the
there is unity, there is Word are provided. Come
strength;”7
join us as we lift high the
Pastof Clarence Wil name of Jesus. We are hav
liams and the Mt. Zion ing a Hallelujah good time.
Church family extend a Come as you are and be
warm welcome to one and blessed!
all to join us in worship.
Weekly activities:
Service will begin at 7:30
Monday - Bible Study,
a.m. with praises lifted by 6:00-7:30 p.m.
our “Praise Team”. The in
Wednesday - Vintage
spirational Choir will ren Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.der Song Service through 12:30 p.m.; Men’s Bible
out the day. Church School Study, 6:00 p.m.; Hour of
will be at 9 30 am, fol Power Praise Service,
lowed by 11:00 a.m. wor 7:00-8:00 p.m.
ship. Join us for a high
“Let us continue to
time in the Lord.
pray for one’ another.” Be
Our Vintage Adult Bi blessed, and have a Jesusble Ministry (55 arid over) filled week!
invites one and all to visit
with us each. Wednesday
from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
for Bible Study and a nour
ishing meal. The fellow
ship is great, and you’ll be

GOD

FeastNightly Services Sept.'20th thru

Sept. 28th, 2002 @ 7:30 PM
Saturday services @ 2:30 PM
930 18th Street South
Bishop James W. Paschal
and wife, Lavem

For additional information, call 550-2521 or 866-0643
Pastor - Bishop James W. Paschal
Guest Evangelist - Evangelist Irene Crawford of Cincinnati, OH

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
(813) 822-2455
Church School.........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.... 11:00 a.m.
B.T.U......................... 5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship..... 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday Eyening
Bible Class......... i....7:30 p.m.

Wednesday youth
Rehearsal...............5:30 p.m.
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study........... 7:30 p.m.
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal....11:00 a.m.

the name of the Lcrd.
If you are intefested in
becoming a member of the
“Drama Guild,” where
your Christian talenlcan be
showcased, please contact
Pam Pryor at (727) 8675622 or Michelle Doss at
(727) 895-4921.
This is a comniinity
effort with one goal - to
serve the Lord!

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday/ 7:00 p.m.

‘“To Qod (Be‘The (jfory”

Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

St. ffbfin (Missionary (Baptist Cfurcfi
1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

Ml

Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services
Sunday Service .............................. 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School........................................................... ..
.9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .................................................... ,5:00 pm.

9:00 AM....................................... ........................................... Prayer Time!
9:30 AM.......... ................................................................. Sunday School!
11:00 AM.......................................................;................................. Worshipl
12.30 PM............................................................... After Service Fellowship!

Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7 00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.tj).

The church where everybody ts somebody and Christ is aft

Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study '
You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 00 am.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11 00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a'heart in the heart of the city")

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
930 - 18th Street South
St. Petersburg; Florida
Morning Worshi
................................................................. 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School
........................... . ................................. 9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning worship....... ............... .................................... 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Glass
p.m.
Elder: Tony Smith
Transportation to Church: 727-743^3993 or 7^7-798-4430

Queen Street

Communion is observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

LIGHTHOUSE CATHEDRAL OF FAITH
3.09 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone: 727-823-5750
Fax: 727-821-9000
Archbishop Willie Bolden; D.D., D.D.
Pastor Glenda Bolden, PH.D., D.D.
Delores Ross, Resident Pastor

Sunday Morning Prayer.............. ........................................
Sunday School........................................................................
Sunday Worship Service......................................................
Intercessory Prayer - Wednesday......................................
Bible Study - Wednesday....................................................
Intercessory Prayor - Saturday...........................................

Willie & Glenda
Bolden

......... 8:00 AM
......... 8:1-5 AM
.........9:00 AM
.........6:30 PM
.......... 7:30 PM
.......... 6:00 PM

“Arise shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” (Isaiah 60:1)

20th Street
Chureh Of
Christ

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727)‘896-4356

"Soaring Higher in
Christ Jesus"

Elder A.P, Conage, Pastor

820 20th Street South

St. Pete, FL
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ........7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .........5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . . .7:00 p.m.

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Rev. Joseph Gordon

2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-8560

Church Os God In Christ

Home: 896-8006

through the use of “The
Drama Guild,” is a collabo
ration made up of church
members and local area
performing talent, illustrat
ing their impact on our so
ciety today - through their
debut of acting, praise
dancing, singing and much,
much more.
All are encouraged to
come out and celebrate,
fellowship and be lifted in

Early Morning Worship............................................7:00 a.ri.
Sunday School.................................................... :.....9:30 a.rt.
Morning Worship....................................................10:50 a.ra.
Baptist Training Union..................................................... 4:30 p.m
Communion............................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays................. ..............................................7:30 p.m.

919

House Of God, PGT
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

:1

Trinity Presbyterian Church

.GreaterMt. Zion.
African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Harvest Revival

Prayer Tower Church
of God in Christ, along
with Travelers’ Rest, Earth
Mission and a host of
churches in the St. Peters
burg area will be present
ing y Black History pro
gram titled “The Impact”
on February 23 at 6:00
p.m. at Prayer Tower
Church, 1137 - 37th Street
S.
The
performances,

US

Bus ministry pro vided for all services • Your presence is welcomed

Enlarge Our Coast..............Join us for the

Prayer Tower COGIC

/7

327-0997

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor
SUNDAY
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
• FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.

If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00. A.M. - Morning Service

Are you doing what God wants you to do?

African Methodist Episcopal Church
• Sunday- Church School,
■ Sunday- Worship Service,

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
•7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after; Morning Service

Saint Mark
9:45am
11:00am

• Triesday- Operation "BIG EAR",
6:00pm- 7:00pm
Spiritual Counseling
• Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,

4b

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

7:00pm- Until
• Thursday- Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm- 7:30pm
• Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm
• Saturday- Young Men's Bible Study, "Teen Word"
Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month
9:00am- 10:00am

2232 62nd Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 867-2400

Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?

Call Us Today!

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
3455 - 26th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 3371 1
(727) 327-0554

Rev. Joaquin
Marvin

"Church of The Open Door"
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship:
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wed. NBC/AWANA/Bible Study/
Praise & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. Midday Bible Study
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
Sat. Noon Day Prayer Hour
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.

NEWS continues
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Pleasant Grove
Friendship Missionary
Missionary Baptist------- Baptist Church----------Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Grove
Church family invite you
to worship with them on
Sunday, February 16. The
Senior Male Chorus will
render Song Service, and
Usher Board #3 will serve
in the 7:00 a.m. Early
Morning Worship Service.
Sunday School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with Superin
tendent Deacon Philip Car
ter presiding.
Mid-morning worship
begins at 10:50 a.m. The
Mass Choir and Gospel
Chorus will render Song
Service, and Usher Board
#3 will serve.
Also, at 3:30 p.m., we
will worship at the Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church
in celebration of their
church and pastor’s anni
versary. Pastor Gordon is
requesting the Mass Choir,
Gospel Chorus and Usher
Board #3 to serve.
The Bible Drill Team
will rehearse on Friday,
February 14, at 6:30 p.m.
with Commander, Deacon
Jim Anderson.
On Saturday, February
15, the Brotherhood will
meet at 8:00 a.m., Presi
dent, Deacon Morris Cur
ry. Also, the Youth Choir
will rehearse from 1:303:15 p.m., Tempie Ethe

ridge, Supervisor. Parents please bring and encourage
your child/children to at
tend. Parents will be noti
fied if there are any
changes.
Next Sunday, February
23, Race Relations Day
will be observed in the
Mid-Morning Service.
Coming up in March:
Annual Banquet, March 1;
Church and Pastor’s Anni
versary, March 9-14 and
16.
Pleasant Grove is
sponsoring two tours for
the summer of “2003” - a
seven-day
Caribbean
cruise from May 25-June 1
and a land-lovers bus tour
to New York City and the
Pocono Mountains from
July 11.-17. Please contact
Kay Curry at (727) 8642937 after 7:00 p.m. for
details.
Our condolences go
out to the family of the late
Lutrell Church. Also, let us
keep all sick and shut-ins
in continuous prayer.
Thought for the week:
“By this we know love,
because He laid down His
life for us. ” (I John 3 :16).
May His peace be with
you till we meet again.
“Free at last, thank
God almighty, free at
last!”

The Friendship Mis
sionary Baptist Church,
under the leadership of
Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.,
invites you to worship with
us this Sunday and to all
church-related activities
and events during the up
coming week. Your atten
dance is important and ap
preciated.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. with the Deacons
Ministry leading the Devo
tion. The Fellowship Choir
will render the Song Ser
vice, the Ushers will greet
you and Pastor Evans will
preach the Divine Word of
God.
A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with Minister of Music
John Frazier and the Praise
Team.
This afternoon at 4:00
p.m., Pastor Evans and the
Friendship family will fel
lowship with Pastor Wayne
Thompson and First Bap
tist Institutional. The Pas
tor is asking the entire
“Ship” to plan to attend
and the Fellowship Choir
and Ushers to serve.
Christian
behavior:
“Whosoever therefore re
sisteth the power resisteth
the ordinance of God, and

New Hope Missionary
Baptist-------------------------

they that resist shall re
ceive to themselves damna
tion. ”
Weekly events:
Thursday, February 20
- 7:00-8:45 p.m., Prayer/Praise Service, Bible Stu
dy; also, Youth Enrichment
Hour.
Monday, February 24 6:30 p.m., Boy Scouts
meeting.
Tuesday, February 25 6:30 p.m., Angelic/Teen
Choir rehearsal.
Wednesday, February
26 - Noonday Bible Study;
also each Wednesday from
12 noon-2 p.m., Bread of
Life Ministry serving lunch
to all needy in the commu
nity.
Let us continue to pray
for all sick and shut-in
members. A visit or a
phone call can mean so
much to lift the spirit when
illness keeps us confined in
our homes or any medical
facility.
Other church news can
be found in the church bul
letin that’s passed out each
Sunday during service.

.
The New Hope Mis
sionary Baptist Church
family invites you to wor
ship with us on Sunday,
February 16, for Sunday
service.
Sunday School starts at
9:00 a.m. with Minister
Donald Pate in charge.
Worship Service starts
at 10:15 a.m. The Deacons
will be in charge of Devo
tion. The Mass Choir will
render Praise and Song
Service. Our own Minister,
Donald Pate, will deliver
the Bread of Life.
New Hope’s Black
History program will be
Saturday, February 15, at
5:00 p.m. with Sheila Jones
in charge.
Weekly events:
• Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study, Tuesday at
6:30 p.m. All church offi
cers are required to attend.
• Prayer Band, Thurs
day at 11:00 a.m.
• Mass Choir rehearsal,
Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

a—g

PLAGE OE
WORSHIP

Photos By
Bill Thomas

“Have you read my

African-American his
tory is the continuing cele
bration
at
New
Philadelphia for month of
February. Church family
will continue to observe
cultural impact of ances
tors on world stage of his
tory, past, present, and
future. The Reverend
Aaron Gaskin will bring
forth mid-morning mes
sage of proclamation.
Children and youth will
preside over praise and
worship* service. Membefs
will wear T-shirts on
Sunday.
Holistic stewardship
was general theme of last
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u
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All Nations Church of
God By Faith-------------

Ethel Small and The Gospel Disciples
Ethel Small and The
Gospel Disciples celebrate
their 3rd Gospel Singing
Anniversary Train.
From February 12-14,
there will be a three-night
Revival with guest speaker
Elder Rhunette Wells,
Youth Pastor of All Na
tions.

On February 15, there
will be gospel singing with
special guest group The
Harmony Winds of Tampa
and others of the Tampa
Bay Area.
This will all climax on
Sunday, February 16.
All services are held at
7:30 p.m.

GOD
BLESS

New Phils
Church—

ATTEND

GOD
LOVES U!

Upcoming events:
• General Mission Wo
men’s Retreat, February 21
and 22. The Retreat will be
held at New Hope (see
details below).
The Mission Depart
ment is sponsoring a Wo
men’s Retreat February 2122 at the church. The
theme is, “Women Striving
to be Obedient in Perilous
Times”.
The workshop facilita
tors are Virginia Hayes,
Orlando; Barbara Wil
liams, St. Petersburg; and
Marion Dailey, Sarasota.
The speaker for the Prayer
Breakfast is Barbara Bon
ner of Greater Grand Cen
tral, St. Petersburg.
Every woman is cor
dially invited to come and
join us in this Spirit-filled
event. Registration begins
at 6:30 p.m. on Friday eve
ning.
For further details,
please call (727) 895-3508.
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Community
Sunday’s message of
exhortation. The Reverend
Edward Nesbitt, Jr. called
members to the need of
self-examination through
“giving” in the Father’s
House. “Wholeness” in
giving involves self, sub
stance, and substenance.
Such holistic attitude
towards giving positions
church for divine, miracu
lous intervention.
In moving towards
construction of a “tempo
rary” edifice,’church fami
ly focused on need for
importance of sincere and
incessant prayer.
On
Sunday, church family was

organized around a con
stant and vigil prayer min
istry, Members will meet at
residence of Wyvonnia
McGee on Thursday, to
further launch this vital
ministry.
Pastor will meet with
church family at conclu
sion of mid-morning wor
ship to ascertain knowl
edge of members with
prior building and/or con
struction experience in
estabhshing edifices, to . the
glory of God.

GOD
BLESS

• free Thank You Gift With Purchase
•No Money Down
•0% Financing
•Fast Express Delivery

Sponsored by:

Did You Know?

• Furniture, Malor Appliances, Telhrisions, Stereos,
Lawn & Garden (Mowers, tractors, etc.]

St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6481

Guaranteed Credit Approval
At These 2 Store Locations Only

People tend to exist within their areas of comfort. While that certainly appears satisfying, one fact remains; we don’t know how much more enjoyment we can get out of life, if we don’t expand our
horizons. The same is true when it comes to understanding. What keeps people from understanding others is ignorance. When ignorance is erased, hatred, bigotry, and prejudice vanish with it. In its
place is understanding and appreciation, and when thait occurs, we open the path for tolerance and acceptance. This feature is dedicated to the need for understanding, bettering ourselves, the
exploration of the world around us, and the goal of tolerance and acceptance. And at times, just for fun, we’ll just look at topics that are not commonly discussed:

Isn't That Interesting? I Didn't Know That!
Researched by Hugh Clay
Paulk
What, according to
Life, was ’’the greatest
treasure ever found"?
The wreckage of the
side-wheeler S. S. Central
America off the Carolina
coast in 1985 by three peo
ple from Ohio. En route
frpm California, the sunken
ship contained "perhaps a
billion dollars in gold."
When it sank, there was a
nationwide depression. The
catastrophe led to the Panic
of 1857, and helped set the
stage for the Civil War. Yes,
catastrophes wreak havoc,
as has been so emphatically
demonstrated in our time.
What caused the
worst fire death toll in U.

S. History?

>

According to National
Geographic, "When the
smoke cleared around the
lumber town of Peshtigo
(in Wisconsin) and its sur
rounding forest, almost
1,200 people were dead—
by far the worst fire death
toll in U. S. History." On
the same night, October 8,
1871 (my father was living
then), a much more famous
fire
was
roaring-the
Chicago Fire, well known
in song and story—and
movies. It claimed 250

lives.
The day after I wrote
that, I found this in The
New York Times:
"The Great (Chicago)
Fire overshadowed another
huge blaze that same night.
On Oct. 8, 1871, Peshtigo,

Wis., a lumber town not far
from Green Bay, was dev
astated along with 1.25
million acres of surround
ing forest. Nearly 1,200
people died."
Don't you just love
coincidences!
You'd better say yes. I
have read that there is a
correlation about how
much a person appreciates
coincidences and his or her
intelligence.
What, according to
Mary
Roach,
in
Discovery, "are without
rival the oldest things on
earth?"
Meteorites.
You no doubt have
seen water bugs scamper
across the water. But
what member of the ani

mal kingdom can walk on
water?
The Jesus Christ lizard.
A few days ago, I read an
article about it in Science
News. Tonight I saw it on
television. Upright, on its
two hind feet, if pads along
with long quick strides.
Slow motion reveals that its
webbed feet compact the
water, confirming that the
laws of physics have not
been repealed after all.
Furthermore, while perus
ing an old copy of National
Geographic today, this
headline jumped out at me:
The Birds That Walk on
Water. In the article were
photographs of Canadian
western grebes in action.
Gary L. Neuchterlein
wrote, "Suddenly the two

whirled, lunged upright out
of the water, and noisily ran
across the surface side by
side, each long neck bent
stiffly, serpentine. Lobed
feet blurred in splashing
motion; the birds seemed
driven by churning pro
pellers."
This afternoon I ran
into an old friend who
seemed unhappy. I tried to
cheer him up by telling him
about the Jesus Christ
lizard. "I have a confes
sion," he said, "if you agree
not to spread it around."
Glancing about furtive
ly, he whispered, "I can
walk on water." Then out
loud, he added: "Frozen
water!"
What was the loudest
sound ever recorded on

earth?
According to Timothy
Flannery,
writing
in
Natural History, it was the
1883
eruption
of
Indonesia's Karakatau vol
cano. The noise was mis
taken for a distant cannon
in Australia and Ceylon. In
nine hours, its tsunami
slammed into Calcutta. It
killed 35,000 people, and
was 10,000 times as power
ful as the Hiroshima bomb.
What is the fastestselling copyrighted book
the world has ever seen?
The Guinness Book of
World Records. At the rate
it is selling, it may soon
reach 100 million.
What is the oldest
drug known to man?
Alcohol.

What is the most
widely used and abused
drug in our society?
Alcohol. One hundred
million Americans, or 70%
of the adult population,
consume in excess of 300
million gallons every year-roughly 3 gallons per
drinker. It is the biggest
killer drag in America,
responsible for 250,000
deaths a year, taking more
lives and causing more
damage than all other
drags, legal or illegal com
bined. (From Recreational
Drags,
by
Lawrence
Young, et al.)
What does Richard
Cowan, of Dallas say is
"the major failure of law
enforcement, resulting in
the largest single burden

on the criminal justice
system
in
America
today"?
Enforcing drags prohi
bition and related crimes.
What is the major
cause of organized gang
violence in the black and
Hispanic communities?
Drag prohibition and
the enormous profits that it
brings in.
What is it that most
frequently brings the
police into violent contact
with
Blacks
and
Hispanics?
Drag prohibition.
What percentage of
felonies committed lead
to imprisonment?
About 3%.
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sports news
St. Petersburg College Men's
Winningest Coach, Globetrotters*
Basketball Team Closing In On Another Legendary "Tex" Harrison, Sets Game
Conference Crown----------------------------------- Record, Celebrates 70th Birthday
The St. Petersburg
College men's basketball
team has a one-game lead
in the Suncoast Conference
with three conference
games remaining.
The defending state
champions won two con
ference games last week,
downing Hillsborough and
Pasco-Hernando.
The Titans (7-2, 16-8)
met second-place Polk
Wednesday
night
bn
February 12. A victory
would wrap up the confer
ence title again this year for
Coach Earnest Crumbley's
crew: The conference
champion automatically
qualifies for the state tour
nament in Marianna March
5-8.
The men travel to

Manatee Saturday night in
what could be a key game,
depending on Wednesday's
outcome.
The women's team is
struggling to regain some
of the magic it had earlier
in the season.
The team lost to
Miami-Dade and Palm
Beach on consecutive
nights last weekend and is
in fourth place in the
Southern Conference at 55. The women have two
conference games remain-'
ing. Saturday night they
visit Hillsborough at 6
p.m. and Brevard visits
SPC in the. regular-season
wrap-up February. 18.
Like the men, the top
team in the conference
qualifies for the tourna

ment. The other teams meet
in a playoff after the season
to see who gets the second
position in the state tourna
ment, which also is held in
Marianna March 6-8.
All men's and women's
home basketball games are
played
at
the
St.
Petersburg/Gibbs Campus
gymnasium, 6605 Fifth
Ave. N.
The baseball team is 42 after losing Saturday to
highly regarded Chipola.
The Monday game at Lake
City was called off because
of rain. The team travels to
Florida College in Tampa
Wednesday and returns
home Thursday against
Santa Fe Community
College at 3 p.m. The team
is home Friday against the

University of Tampa "B"
team at 2 p.m. All home
baseball games are played
at Carpenter Complex in
Clearwater.
The softball team is 5-4
after winning.three games
in the St. Petersburg
College tournament last
weekend,
Twenty-five
teams participated. Rainwashed out most of
Sunday's games, but the
Titans were able to post a
9-1 victory against Brevard
before conditions became
unplayable.
The next home game is
Saturday at 2 p.m. against
Hillsborough at Eddie C.
Moore Complex

it's A Whole New Ball Game For Six
Dedicated Devil Rays Fans
Pepsi And The Devil Rays Have Hit One Outta The Park For 2002 "Wall OfFamers"
TAMPA— Six lucky
Tampa Bay Devil Rays
fans will enter the corning
baseball season with even
more enthusiasm than the
last. It will be a whole hew
ballgame fpr these fans
after Saturday, Feb. 15,
when each is inducted into
the 6th annual Pepsi/Devil
Rays Fan Wall of Fame,
Pepsi and the Tampa
Bay Devil Rays will induct
six fans into its Fan Wall Of
Fame at 11 a.m. at
Tropicana Field's rotunda
entrance, east side, during
Progress.
Energy/Rays
FanFest weekend.
2002 Fan Wall of Fame
Inductees include:
•
Marc
Szasz,
Clearwater (7 years old) —
He requested last year for.
his seventh birthday that
his friends and family
donate to the Rays of Hope
Foundation rather than give
him gifts.
• James Hanney, St.

Petersburg — He claims
most of his closet is filled
with Rays attire.
• Theresa Hehemann,
Seminole — The highlight
of her fanatic career was
handing a congratulatory
card to Cial' Ripken himself
from Ray fans to commem
orate his last game played
at Tropicana Field.
•
Kathryn Lynas,
Seminole - Kathryn and
her son, Bradley, who is
also a Wall of Famer, have
never missed a home game.
• Sheryl and Dick Fox,
St. Petersburg Beach —
Sheryl and Dick Fox are
well-known season ticket
holders who not only sup
port the team but also par-:
ticipate in all the Devil
Rays' chantable events.
The Pepsi/Devil Rays
Fan Wall of Fame was cre
ated by Pepsi and the Devil
Rays to recognize fans who
show undying support and
team spirit for the Devil

Rays. Those chosen to
receive this honor will have
their names permanently
displayed in Tropicana
Field at the Wall of Fame.
Wall of Earners are selected
annually based on their
enthusiasm, creativity and
dedication to the Devil
Rays and are recognized
during
FanFest
weekend.Vince Naimoli,
Tampa Bay Devil Rays
managing general partner,
Dick Crippen, Tampa Bay
Devil Rays executive
director for community
development, and Tim
Hoey, director of on-prem
ise sales fdr Pepsi, will lead
the induction ceremony.
Past Fan Wall of Famers
are also invited back to
share the excitement with
this year's inductees. The
list of fans who will be
honored is on the following
page.
The Fan Wall of Fame
was originally unveiled in

FEATURING
• B.J.:

Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

5am-10am

May 1997 to recognize the
outstanding efforts of the
Devil Rays fans that helped
bring a Major League
Baseball team to Tampa
Bay. Pepsi and the Devil
Rays will continue to
induct fans each year based
oh their outstanding sup
port and passion for the
team.
To register for the next
search for inductees to the
Fan Wall of Fame, fans
may nominate themselves
or others; Entries are
judged on originality, cre
ativity and enthusiasm for
the Devil Rays organiza
tion. Nomination forms
will be available during
FanFest weekend. Forms
will also be available on
opening day and through
out the season.

The Weekly
Challenger
thanks Badcock
Furniture, the
Verizon
Foundation, and
the Tampa Bay
D-Rays for their
contributions
benefiting stu
dents at John
Hopkins
Middle, Gibbs
High, Boca
Ciega High, St.
Petersburg
High, and
Academy Prep.

• DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best
in inspirational music) news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS:

10am-1 pm Just playing the

music the way.you like it.

• MICHEALT:

Old school and music to drive home by.

• TONY CHARLES: Take you

back home with your favorite
blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .
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GOD BLESS
AMERICA!!

L to R: Keeron "Sweet Pea" Shine, Matt "Showbiz" Jackson, Paul "Showtime"
Gaffney, "Tex" Harrison, Curley "Boo" Johnson, Wun "The Shot" Versher;

LOS
ANGELOSBasketball's winningest
active coach, Charles "Tex"
Harrison of the Harlem
Globetrotters; is approach
ing two significant milestonps in his career. Just
over a week ago; the
Houston resident guided
the Globetrotters^ to the
team's. 21,000th career vic
tory; a 107-52 win over the
New York Nationals in
Kalamazoo, Mich.,- now he
closes in on his 3,500th
personal coaching victory
and his 70th birthday. The

organization, celebrated
both when the Globe;
trotters played at the
Compaq Center in Houston
on Feb. 1.
"I have seen many of
the greatest sports leaders
and few can match Tex’s
intellect, stamina and lead
ership,"
said Mannie
Jackson,
Owner
and
Chairman of the Globe
trotters. "The team enthusi
astically invites all df
Houston to come out on
Feb. 1 to salute one of the
greatest coaches and play

ers in basketball history.
The game will be a tribute
and memorable celebration
for one Of Houston's very
own. When I purchased the
team in 1993 he was one of
my first three hires and I
gave him a lifetime con
tract."
During his career,
Harrison likes to say he has
had tea with Queen
Elizabeth,caviar with Nik
ita Khrushchev, and an
audience with three Popes.
He has traveled to more
than 100 countries during

his illustrious career with
the Globetrotters, playing
and coaching before mil
lions and millions of fans.
He played for the team
18 years before becoming a
coach, including playing
alongside Hall of Famer
Wilt Chamberlain on the
1958 Globetrotter team.
Chamberlain and fellow
Hall of Famer Connie
Hawkins
have
listed
Harrison among their
favorite teammates during
their distinguished careers.
The Globetrotters discov
ered Harrison in 1954
when he faced them as a
member of the College AllAmerican team during the
"World
Series
of
Basketball." He joined sev
eral Globetrotter team
mates in 1972 on the
"Harlem
Globetrotters
Popcorn. Machine," a tele
vision variety series where
players sang, danced and
performed comedy sketch
es.
Harrison was the first
player from a historically
African-American college
to capture All-American
honors while at North
Carolina; Central Univer
sity in Durham, where he
earned his degree in physi
cal education.

USTA/NJTL Launches National Arthur
AShe eSSay Contest
Winners Receive Trip To New York For Arthur Ashe Kids ’ Day At US Open
WHITE
PLAINS both on and off the court. essay in 300 words or less
(BLACK PR WIRE)- The He was the first African- on "Why is Arthur Ashe a
USTA/National
Junior American man to win the sports legend?". All entries
Tennis League (USTA/- US Open in 1968 and went must be submitted on 8
NJTL) recently announced on to win 33 titles in his x 11" paper and mailed to
including
the the *USTA by the close of
the launch of its fifth annu career
al Arthur .Ashe Essay Australian Open in 1970. business on July 10, 2003Contest to help commemo Off the court, Ashe worked Winners will be notified by
rate the legacy of humani tirelessly to eliminate July 31, 2003, Ten nation
tarian and tennis great racism and poverty around al winners will be selected,
Arthur Ashe,. 1.0 years after the world, especially in one boy and one girl from
his passing on February 6, segregated South Africa. each of the five age groups,
1993. The essay contest, He also devoted countless and awarded round trip
previously open only to time and effort to creating coach air transportation to
USTA/NJTL participants, tennis opportunities for New York for themselves
for the first time welcomes youngsters from all back and a parent/legal guardian
entries from all school chil grounds.
and two nights at the Grand
"Arthur Ashe lived an Hyatt Hotel in Manhattan.
dren across the nation.
Winners will .receive exemplary life, donating
The USTA/NJTL, also
an all-expense paid trip to his time to underprivileged known as USA Tennis
New York from August 22- youth and growth of the NJTL, was established in
24,2003 and will be guests game,"
said
Barbara 1969 by Ashe, Charlie
at Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day Wynne of Indianapolis, Pasarell and Sheridan
presented by Aetna on NJTL Committee Hono Snyder to use tennis as a
Saturday, August 23, pre rary Chair and originator of means of developing the
ceding the 2003 US Open. the Arthur Ashe essay con character of young people
Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day is a test. "We are thrilled to who may not otherwise
daylong festival of kids’ honor Arthur’s achieve have the opportunity to
tennis activities — includ ments and contributions to leam and play the sport.
ing interactive games, both tennis and disadvan Since 1985, it has been
musical entertainment and taged youth through this owned and supported by
free clinics.
national essay contest."
the USTA as one of its pri
, Ashe was one of ten
To enter, children, 18 mary outreach programs to
nis’ greatest ambassadors or younger, must write an multicultural communities.

With over 1000 Chapters
and Programs and over
200,000 participants, the
USA Tennis NJTL instills
in youngsters the values of
humanitarianism, leader
ship, and academic excel
lence, and gives youngsters
the opportunity to fully
develop their tennis skills
for a lifetime of enjoyment
from the sport.,
The United States
Tennis Association is the
national governing body
for the sport of tennis in the
U.S. and is a non-profit
organization with more
than 660,000 members. It
owns and operates the US
Open and selects the teams
that compete in Davis Cup,
Fed Cup and the Olympic
and Paralympic Games. It
invests all its resources to
promote and develop the
growth of tennis, from the
grass roots to the profes
sional levels. For more
information, log on to
usta.com.

Black Race Car Drivers Take Control
HOUSTON- United
Nations Motorsports, a
Black Owned RaceCar
Team with Black Drivers,
has formed Club United
Nations Motorsports (CUNM). The idea came from
the Holland Racing pro
gram. They had individuals
and corporations put in
funds to sponsor their Le
Mans effort.^ In return, at
the upper level of member
ship; the member’s name
was put on the car and
transporter. This program

showed that working
together a common goal
could be met.
Since Corporate Ame
rica will not sponsor a
Black Owned Team with
Black Drivers, this mem
bership program was creat
ed, says Bruce Miller, pres
ident; CUNM will cam
paign in the American
LeMans Series and will
show Corporate America
that other nationalities can
generate, Positive Inter
national exposure; as well

aS a Championship Team,
he adds.
There are four levels of
membership with CUNM,
ranging from $20-$50,000.
A basic package will entitle
you to a certificate, signed
photo of the car & drivers,
and CUNM patch and
decal, while the extensive
pack includes 20 VIP
Passes for any events that
we are a participant, a tWoday driving school class,
and your name on the car
as well.

For more information,
contact Bruce Miller at
(281)988-5017, or email
him at bruce@forza.cc.

Please
Support Our
Paper By
Supporting
our
Advertisers.
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
Annual Black History Program
OCALA — The Youth
Council of the Marion
County Branch of the Na
tional Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People will sponsor their
Annual Black History Pro

gram on Sunday, February
16, at 5:00 p.m.
This program will be
held at Greater Hopewell
Missionary Baptist Church,
515 Northwest 6th Terrace,
Reverend Dr. George W.

Lee, Pastor.
Keynote speaker will
be Youth Minister Samuel
McCullough, and music
will be provided by the
Vanguard High School
Gospel Choir.

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
For further informa
tion, contact Youth Minis
ter Richard Howard, Jr.,
Youth Council President,
622-4822, or Liz Lennon,
Youth Advisor, 351-3599.

Nigerian Woman Honored by University
of Florida----------------------------- _---------------- _
by Gabriel Packard
GAINESVILLE
With eleven scholarships,
24 academic and leader
ship awards, two degrees
gained simultaneously (one
with honors, the other with
highest
honors),
and
numerous
professional
publications, Nigeria-born
undergraduate Mobolaji
Olurinde has already made
a name for herself at the
University of Florida and
in the American scientific
community.

Now, her achievements that "Mobolaji has served sity of Florida where she
have been recognized as Vice-President of Com earned a B.S. in both
again, and she has won the munications for the Na Chemical Engineering and
prestigious Gator Engi tional Society of Black En Agricultural and Biological
neering four-year scholar gineers (NSBE)."
Engineering.
ship award of the College
In addition to this, she
After she graduates,
of Engineering, University was president of the Na Olurinde wiU work for a
of Florida.
tional Organization for the Ph.D in Chemical Engi
The college said that in Professional Advancement neering, after which she
addition to academic excel of Black Chemists and plans to work in research
lence, "She has contributed Chemical Engineers.
and development for a
an elite level of service to
Olurinde comes from pharmaceutical company.
the university." This in Iseyin in Oyo State, Nige She says that some day she
cludes tutoring and men ria. After graduating from would like to become a
toring other students.
Queen’s College, Lagos, CEO.
The college also says she went on to the Univer

BROOKSVILLE - On
February 9, the joint serv
ice commemorating the
22nd annual Founder's Day
service was held at Mt.
Zion, Brooksville, Rev.
Marvin Lowery, Pastor,
with participation of Allen
Temple, Brooksville, Rev.
Arnold Porter, Pastor, and
St. James, Inverness, Rev.
W. Cohen, Pastor. Also
assisting in the service was
Rev. James Franklin, Rev.
Clarence Clark and Rev.
Allen Henry. The program
was planned by Beulah
Lawson, Evelyn Washing
ton and Delores Wilson.
The joint service began
with Church School at 9:30

See Your Name in Lights!
The RESPECT Cam
paign is calling all drama
tists for its second Play
writing
Contest.
RE
SPECT, a program of the
Osceola County Absti
nence Partnership, is seek
ing new original plays with
a theme related to absti
nence from sex until mar
riage.
The winning plays,
geared to audiences of high
school and middle school
teenagers, will be produced
by the RESPECT perform
ing arts students this sum
mer and continue to t>e per

a.m. followed by the Wor leaders, we settled back to
ship Service at 11:00 a.m. enjoy a sermon, preached
Music was furnished by a by Rev. Willie Cohen, Pas
combined choir, directed tor of St. James, Inverness.
and accompanied by Fair
He really set the
ella Cook, Minister of church on fire with the Ho
Music, and Delores Wil ly Ghost. I think all of the
son, Musician. The com preachers wanted to preach
bined youth choir of the a sermon when Rev. Cohen
three churches also sang finished.
two selections, directed by
After remarks from
Sarah Bennett, YPD direc Pastor Lowery, blessing of
tor of Mt Zion, Brooks food and benediction by
ville.
Rev. Cohen, we retired to
After a short program the church annex for a deli
consisting of a brief history cious repast. Those not in
of our church founder, attendance missed a treat.
Richard Allen, by Sis. Cox
But, you don't have to
of Allen Temple, Brooks wait for a special occasion
ville, and a memorial trib to worship with us. Our
ute to our deceased church doors are always open to
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formed throughout the year teens.
as the troupe tours Central
RESPECT aims to
Florida. Winning entries make sexual abstinence a
will also receive gift cer personal choice for teens as
tificate prizes and member the "cool thing to do."
ship in the Playwright’s Entries may be authored in
Roundtable.
dividually or through a col
Visit www.respectcam- laboration and are accepted
paign.com for complete in three age categories:
contest and prize informa
1) adult - 19 and over
tion. The three-year-old
2) high school - ages
RESPECT Campaign pro 14-18
vides education, activities,
3) middle school
mentoring and media mes ages 11 and 14.
sages to students and the
Playing time must be a
community at large and minimum of 15 minutes
serves well over 10,000 and not exceed 30 minutes.
middle and high school Middle school entrants can

submit a play 10 minutes
long. The text must contain
dialogue, a minimum of
two characters, and no reli
gious references.
For consideration, all
scripts must be submitted
with a postmark dated no
later than February 28,
2003.
For more information,
sample format, and com
plete contest rules, please
contact
RESPECT’S
Performing Arts Director
Sarah Henderson by calling
407 892-6012 ext. 107.

Kasb n'

receive visitors.
For information about
our services, call (352)7961955, or Rev. Lowery,
(727)866-0126.
Have a blessed week,
and join us next Sunday,
when the Sons of Allen
will be in charge of the
Worship Service. Remem
ber, at the little white
church on Mondon Hill,
our credo is "Love makes
the difference."
Mt.
Zion A.M.E.
Church, 8160 W.P.A. Road,
Brooksville, FL 34601,
Rev. Marvin Lowery, Pas
tor.

Karry

ft s the

REGISTER FOR THE
4th ANNUAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
MEN'S HEALTH FORUM
Saturday, March 8,2003
7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Hillsborough
Community College
Dale Mabry Campus

Former NFL Player, Ricky Reynolds, 37-year-old
prostate cancer survivor (pictured center), says that his
best defensive play was his life saving prostate cancer

test taken after his father (upper left) was diagnosed
with prostate cancer.

Screening For:

Presented by The Florida Prostate

Cancer Network
For more information call 813-806-2800

$10.00 Pre-Registration Fee
$15.00 Day of Event
Scholarships Available
MOFFITT®
Cancer Center& Research

PROSTATE

^Cl»ole8tero1*'%
Diabetes
.AjstraLZeneoa

.7..

**01Caney BHlMHw

A Nstiontf Cancer Institute
Comprehensive Cancer Center

University Community
« Health

CANCER
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THE FRANK E.
DUCKWALL
FOUNDATION, INC
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Hilbborough Commurwty Colege

HETC
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prices Effective: Wednesday, February 12 - Tuesday, i-ebruary IS, 2V03

Prizes & Live Entertainment

From Fred Johnson

Ws ressrve tne

to Sma quantities

ixxr&ct !ypc&afxvc& ano pn&o&apnic errors

16

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13- 19, 2003

woman s world
Melanie L. Campbell Chosen for
Fellowship at Harvard University
Campbell Will Join Two Former Governors, Mayors and a
High-Ranking Official in Ireland

Melanie L. Campbell

Florida native Melanie
L. Campbell, the executive
director and CEO of the
National Coalition on
Black Civic Participation
(NCBCP), has been chosen
for a resident fellowship at
Harvard University’s Ken
nedy School of Govern
ment for the spring semes
ter. Former New Hamp
shire Governor Jeanne Shaheen and Katharine Seelye,
a New York Times journal
ist, were also selected for
the prestigious fellowship.
Former
Massachusetts'
Governor Jane Swift, and
former Dallas Mayor Ron
Kirk are among the visiting
fellows.
Seeking to encourage
young people to participate
in the American political

system, resident fellows
lead weekly discussion
groups at the Institute of
Politics addressing a wide
range of important issues.
They are chosen for their
significant political, gov
ernmental or other public
service experience, as well
as their promise of future
contribution in public af
fairs. Former fellows in
clude Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.,
civil rights leader and attor
ney; Elaine R. Jones, presi
dent NAACP Legal De
fense Fund; and former
Vice President Al Gore.
"We’ve probably never
had a season where we’ve
had as many high-profile
people at one time," said
Dan Glickman, Director of
the Institute of Politics and
a former U.S. Cabinet Sec
retary and Member of Con
gress. "As the nation turns
its attention to the 2004
elections, these luminaries
will help put many of the
vital issues facing our
country into perspective,"
he said.
Recognized in 2000 as
one of Washington D.C.’s
Top Forty Under Forty
Emerging Leaders, Camp
bell is a civic leader, politi
cal strategist and youth ad
vocate. Under her leader
ship} tiie NCBCP has reas
serted a leading role in en

suring the full participation
of the Black community.
She created an innovative,
youth-focused leadership
development
program,
Black Youth Vote!, and
convened the Voices of the
Electorate Election Reform
Task Force.
Previously, Campbell
served as Director of Youth
Services for the city of At
lanta under the direction of
former Mayor Maynard
Jackson. The Clark Atlanta
University graduate is a
contributing writer in the
recently released book, 77ze
Paradox of Loyalty: Afri
can Americans Respond to
the War on Terrorism', she
serves on the Board of the
Black Leadership Forum;
and she is an active mem
ber of the National Council
of Negro Women and the
NAACP.
Campbell views the
fellowship as an excellent
opportunity to encourage
youth involvement, while
also strengthening her own
leadership skills. "Partici
pation is core to our dem
ocracy, so young people
getting involved is critical.
I am excited to be involved
in building the bridge be
tween the field and the aca
demic community," states
Campbell. "I am honored
to serve among the worlds

leading public servants,"
she adds.
Other resident fellows
are Martin Mackin, Gener
al Secretary of Fianna Fail,
Ireland's largest political
party and Jim Ziglar, a for
mer Commissioner of the
Immigration and Naturali
zation Service and Secre
tary of the U.S. Senate.
Visiting fellows this spring
are former U.S. Housing
and Urban Development
Secretary Andrew Cuomo;
former U.S.1 Rep. Con
stance A. Morelia (MD);
former U.S. Rep. Glen
Browder (AL); Jeff Blod
gett, former campaign
manager for U.S. Sen. Paul
Wellstone (MN); former
New Orleans Mayor Marc
Mortal; former Athens Ma
yor Dimitris Avramopoulos; and former Israeli di
plomat Zvi Rafiah.
The Institute of Politics
was established in 1966
with an endowment from
the John F. Kennedy Libra
ry Corporation to inspire
undergraduate students to
enter careers in politics and
public service and to pro
mote greater understanding
and cooperation between
the academic community
and the political world.

Local Women’s Group Hosts
Networking Opportunity-----ST. PETERSBURG Working Connections, a
network opportunity for
women in business; is set
for February 13, from 5:00
to 7:30 p.m. at the Univer
sity of South
Florida
(USF) Campus Activity
Center. Located at 2nd
Street and 6th Avenue in
south St. Petersburg, the
event will feature sponsors
such as The St. Petersburg
Times, Air Quality Control,
A Taste for Wine, Gulf
Coast Displays & Graphics

and The Sharon Simms
Team, Coldwell Banker
Residential Real Estate.
The event’s organizing
sponsor is Mid-Day Busi
ness and Professional Wo
men (BPW) of St. Peters
burg.
Event chairs Kris Self
and Karina Cano also re
port over 20 total exhibi
tors, including A Quick
Sign & Nametags, Air
Quality Control, D&L Pho
tography; Florida Woman
News, Gulf Coast Displays

& Graphics, Integrity In
surance of Florida, Inc.;
Mid-Day Business and
Professional
Women
(BPW) of St. Petersburg,
Moorhead Ink, Pampered
Chef, The Packaging Store,
Raymond James & Associ
ates, Room for the Spirit,
The St. Petersburg Times,
Sun Trust Bank, Title Se
curity, Beth Wardrum,
M.S., M.D.; Watson Center
for the Blind, and The
YWCA. Food, vendors
include The Garden/Red-

woods, Mangia/Int’l Tapas
Restaurant, Saffron’s, and
Sloppy Pelican Saloon.
The cost to attend is
$5; free for students and
faculty members who pres
ent valid USF identifica
tion.
For information, con
tact Kris Self, kself@mac.
com, or Karina Cano, 727573-7733, kcano@gcdisplays.com

St. Petersburg Chapter of National
Black Nurses Honored---------------------ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg Chapter Of
National Black Nurses
Association, Inc. celebrat
ed its Twelfth Annual
Scholarship Banquet Fri
day February 7, at the Holi
day Inn Sunspree in St.
Petersburg. The City of St.
Petersburg presented the
Chapter with a Proclama
tion claiming Friday Feb
ruary 7, as National Black
Nurses Day, congratulating
and thanking the Chapter
for its community health
services provided to citi
zens of Pinellas County.
This year’s theme fo
cused on "The Path We
Tread Charts Our Future,"
which is well fitting for the
endeavor that the St. Pe
tersburg Chapter has un
dertaken. As we advance
into the twenty- first centu
ry we are helping to close
the gap on health dispari
ties. Our Keynote speaker
Ayokoa Watkins is the
director of Community
Collaboration
and
Partnership
from the
Center For Health Equity,

Inc. Her theme focused on
the past, present and future
of health care. Included in
her speech were some
alarming statistics on dis
eases that impact minori
ties at a very high rate:
Cancer, Cardiovascular,
Diabetes, Infant Mortality
and Obesity. Her question
to the audience was," Are
you satisfied with health
care today?" She chal
lenged the St. Petersburg
Chapter and the audience
to be adamant about clos
ing the gap on health dis
parities among minorities.
The rousing applause
at the conclusion of her
speech made it very evi
dent that the audience was
up to the challenge. Dan
Davis stood and asked the
St. Petersburg Chapter to
form a consortium to lay
out plans and strategies as
to how this community can
provide quality compre
hensive health care to the
Midtown Area over and
above that which we have
in place already. He
pledged to step out and

look for ways and means to nellas Technical Education
build a facility to accom al Center Practical Nursing
modate people who are un Program, and one from St.
derserved and underrepre Petersburg College and all
sented that do not have the received $250: All these
means or resources to ac students are members of
cess health care in our com the St. Petersburg BNA.
munity. "Are you satisfied
The Chapter recog
with health care delivery nized two honorary mem
today in our community?" bers, Dr. Kenneth Bryant
he repeated from Mrs. for his dedicated medical
Watkins speech. We must community services and
close the gap and eradicate Selvine Jeffers for his
health disparities among chapter commitment. Three
minorities in this commu young ladies were intro
nity. Catherine Crumbs, duced as future health care
immediate past chapter professionals. The Chapter
president and Margarite will mentor these individu
Nelson, chaplain for the als as they pursue their
chapte,r made a tribute to careers. Laporsha Crumbs
Ethel Holmes and Marie entertained the audience
Yopp for which the annual with her creative and inspi
scholarship is named.
rational dancing during the
A $500.00 scholarship night, directed; by Felita
was given to Sylvia Wil McNeill. This year was a
liams as the 2003 scholar great success Thanks to all
ship recipient. She is a third our supporters and to April
semester RN nursing stu Bruton for her dedication
dent at St. Petersburg Col and computer skills as she
lege. Graduation monetary designed and put together
gifts were given to nursing the program booklet. We
students who recently com will mentor her into the
pleted the nursing pro health medical profession.
grams, eight (8) from Pi

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Sponsors
Health and Wellness Seminar for
Women-----------------------------------------------------

L-R: Cheryl Johnson-Tindall, President, Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, and Maria ScruggsWeston, SL Anthony’s Community Partnership
Coordinator
ST. PETERSBURG - enhance the quality of life
On March 8, to coincide for our society.
with their National Day of
The seminar is being
Service to the community, co-sponsored by the St.
the St. Petersburg Alumni Anthony’s Breast Health
Chapter of Delta Sigma Program under the leader
Theta Sorority is sponsor ship of Maria Scruggsing a seminar for women.
Weston. There will be four
Throughout history it workshops you may choose
has fallen to the women to to attend on finances, sur
ensure the survival of the viving in our society today,
family and, therefore, the family wellness and just
nation. It is in this light that plain pampering yourself to
Delta has chosen to be a reduce stress and. take the
part of educating women best care yourself so you
first so they may use their may, in turn, take care of
knowledge and influence to your family and others.

of

Front Row (L-R): Alma Kicklighter, Dorothy Bell
and Katie Andrews
Back Row (L-R): June Peterman, Cheryl
Johnson-Tindall, Carolyn Swanson, Evelyn
Gardner, Mary Nelson and Deloris Graves

A continental breakfast
and a light lunch will be
served.
There will be vendors
to supply you with proper
ties to assist you in your
quest for success, and the
National Black Nurses As
sociation will be doing
screenings to start you on
the road to better health.
Our President, Cheryl
Johnson-Tindall, and the
Health Task Force invite
you to participate in this
life-changing seminar.
Registration and conti

nental breakfast is from
8:00-9:00 a.m. The pro
gram is free and begins at
9:00 a.m. and wifi end at
3:00 p.m. Vendors will be
there until 4:00 p.m.
Come to Pinellas Tech
nical and Educational Cen
ter, 901 - 34th Street S.,
and make 2003 the year
you choose to change your
life into a healthier, wealth
ier one. If you believe it,
you can achieve it.

Mary Kay Cosmetics Community Event
ST. PETERSBURG Dianne Speights, Mary
Kay Cosmetics representa
tive, asks that you please
join the NCNW, Speights
Sun-Sational Stars, and
Future National Sales DL
rector, Laurestine Bass, of
Miami, Fl for an evening of
information, glamour, food

and fun!
On Thursday, February
20, "Hollywood Make
overs" will be the theme of
the latest event. Held at the
South Branch Public Libra
ry at 2300 Roy Hanna
Drive S. (62nd Ave. S.)
between 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.,
Mary Kay invites you to

enjoy tiie looks of Oprah
Winfrey, Halle Berry, Lena
Home and others...
To follow, on Friday,
February 21, you’re invited
to join the Sun-Sational
Stars for Mary Kay BINGO! As an added bonus,
you can receive free Mary
Kay products. BINGO

night wifi be held at 4010
6th Avenue South, from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Please RSVP by call
ing:
Dianne Speights
Phone: (727) 866-6621 to
select your look and re
serve your BINGO Card by
Tuesday, February 18,
2003.

SISTAHS Support
BREAST HeAlth
Saw another woman s life Hosts Sistah Party* These get-togethers

give women the opportunity to discover the power of early
breast-cancer detection. St Anthony’s Health Care, serving the
African-American population for more than 70 years, will support

your Sistah Party

As a hostess, you need to:

* Invite 5 friends or
relatives

• Provide a location
* Prepare a snack

• Follow-up with your

guests

To host a Sistah Party, call (727) 825-1056,

StAnthonyfc
BBALTR CAMS

www.$tanihonyscom

*

♦
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STATE NEWS
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness

Governor Bush Visits With Florida's
First "Reading Endorsed" Teacher

TALLAHASSEE
National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day was an op
portunity to provide H1V/AIDS prevention, educa
tion and services for mem
bers of various black com
munities across the nation.
This day also encourages
individuals to be counseled
and tested for the virus. In
Florida, February 7th was
an occasion for a commu
nity mobilization effort that

GAINESVILLE
Governor Jeb Bush recent
ly paid tribute to a teacher
at Waldo Community
School in Alachua County.
Peggy Ferguson is the
state's first teacher to be
presented with a Reading
Endorsement. Ferguson is
currently a reading coach,
instructing other teachers
in the field of reading. She
is the only Florida teacher
identified as eligible for the
certificate covering the
Readng Endorsement.
"With reading as my
number one priority, I am
thrilled Peggy Ferguson
has taken the challenge of

will emphasize the dispro
portionate impact that
HIV/AIDS has among the
black population.
"National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is a
time for renewed focus and
increased awareness about
this disease," said Florida
Department of Health
(DOH) Secretary John O.
Agwunobi, M.D., M.B.A.
"The Department of Health
is committed to finding

ways to address HIV/AIDS, which dispropor
tionately affects the racial
ly and ethnically diverse
communities of our state."
Agwunobi said the
Florida Department Health
estimates that 1 in 46
Blacks in Florida has HIV,
which is the leading cause
of death for black Flor
idians between the ages of
25 and 44.
"It is extremely impor

tant for individuals to know
their HTV status," said Tom
Liberti, chief of DOH's
Bureau of HIV/AIDS.
"Once people are aware of
their status, we will be able
to link them into care. This
also equips them with the
knowledge to make in
formed choices and save
lives.”

Florida Democratic Party Gets Facelift
New Chair Moves Offices; Changes Party Image
TALLAHASSEE
When the Florida Demo
cratic Party elected Scott
Maddox as their new Chair
last month, Florida Demo
crats welcomed a new era
of Democratic energy and
unity, where members
could come together to
forge a new direction for
the party.
Under Maddox's lead
ership, the Florida Demo
cratic Party moved its
headquarters closer to the
Florida Capitol, revamped
its website (scheduled to be
up in early February) and
began shaping its message

for the upcoming 2003 ses
sion by reaching out to
Democrats across Florida,
meeting with local and
statewide leaders and as
sessing the current political
climate.
"Our first priority was
to get the party back on the
radar screen," said Mad
dox. "Not only are we here,
alive and kicking, I am
confident we will be a driv
ing force to help shape
Florida's future."
Determined to address
growing concerns about the
strength of the Democratic
Party and the future of its

bench, Chairman Maddox
immediately made contact
with Democratic candi
dates running in this
spring's round of municipal
elections.
Mayor Maddox also
brought aboard his former
Chief-of-Staff, Paige Car
ter-Smith, as the party's
new Executive Director
and Allie Merzer as Com
munications Director. In
taking on his new role,
Maddox kicked off a state
tour to speak at DEC's,
meet with candidates and
work with local leaders to
strengthen the party plat

form.
"The FDP staff and
members are more engaged
than ever before," said
Maddox. "This promises to
be an important year for
Florida Democrats",
The Florida Democra
tic Party information:
Physical address: .
214 S. Bronough St.,
Tallahassee, Fl 32301.
Phone: 850.222.3411. Fax
850.222.0916
Mailing address:
P.O.
Box
1758,
Tallahassee, FL 32302
Website: www.florida
democraticparty.com.

Florida Law Enforcement Turns Focus
to Keeping Kids Safe During Child
Passenger Safety Week-----------------------"I don’t want to ride in
my car seat." "This seat
belt is uncomfortable." "I
want to sit in the front seat
like a grown up." These
are some of the excuses
kids use every day to avoid
riding in a child safety seat,
booster seat, or wearing a
safety belt.
Before giving in to
these arguments, parents
should consider the conse
quences of letting kids ride
unrestrained. In 2001, there
were 4,675 children ages 5
and under who were killed
or injured in Florida traffic
crashes. This age group is
required to be in a child
safety seat or safety belt,
but in many cases, they
were left unbuckled.
During the Buckle Up

Florida safety belt enforce-^
ment wave, now through
February 23rd, Florida’s
law enforcement agencies
will make a special effort
to see that kids are proper
ly restrained. This enforce
ment wave coincides with
National Child Passenger
Safety Week, putting the
focus on protecting our
kids from needless death
and injury in traffic crash
es. During the campaign,
officers will show zero tol
erance for both kids and
adults who are not buckled
up. No excuses will be ac
cepted for not using safety
restraints.
Nationally,
traffic
crashes are a leading killer
of young children. Florida
law requires children three

school years.
The Reading Endorse
ment, approved in State
Board rule, became effec
tive July 30, 2002. This
new endorsement empow
ers every teacher with the
necessary skills to teach
reading effectively to their
students using scientifical
ly-based reading research.
This 15-semester credit en
dorsement includes coursework in differentiating in
struction, instructional as
sessments, the reading
process and a supervised
practicum based on scien
tifically-based reading re
search to prevent, identify

and remediate reading dif
ficulties. Endorsements in
dicate a teacher's special
level of expertise and are
currently offered in gifted
and English for Speakers
of
Other
Languages
(ESOL).
Ferguson earned her
undergraduate degree at
the University of Florida in
1976 in elementary educa
tion. She currently holds a
professional certificate in
elementary
education
(grades 1-6) and the ESOL
endorsement.
Ferguson
earned her master's degree
in reading at Nova South
eastern University in 1992.

The Weekly Challenger thanks Badcock Furniture, the Verizon
Foundation, and the Tampa Bay D-Rays for their contributions ben

efiting students at John Hopkins Middle, Gibbs High, Boca Ciega

High, St. Petersburg High, and Academy Prep.

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGN!

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

Carla's Hair Affair

321-6802

|

WAVES

BYDESIGN'

SSSBbmALS™

Za-Lavar's
321-1930

TOTAL PERFECTION

321-5545

Tqday's Hair
323-9445
Angela's Hair Safari
|
323-4840

C & C Hair Design
447-3090

years old and younger to -enforcement,-along—with
ride in a child safety seat, public awareness activities
four and five-year-olds are to inform citizens of the
required to be in a safety law, have helped raise Flor
seat or safety belt and chil ida’s safety belt usage rate
dren six through 17 must from 69.5% in 2001 to
wear a safety belt. For ev 75.1% in 2002.
For details on enforce
ery unbuckled child in the
car, a hefty ticket goes to ment efforts in your area
the driver. The fine for contact your local law en
unbuckled kids varies by forcement agencies. For
information on child pas
county.
The effort to get kids senger safety fitting sta
buckled up in Florida must tions or child safety seat
start with parents, since re check-up events in your
search shows that parents area, please contact the
who wear safety belts are Florida Traffic Safety Re
more likely to buckle up source Center at www.kidtheir kids. Buckle Up Flor seat.org or call toll free at
ida joins with law enforce 1-877-KIDSEAT > (543ment four times a year in 7328).
periods of strict enforce
ment of Florida’s safety
belt laws. These periods of

L'qrkel's Hair Design
327-3354

Center. Stage Unisex Salqn
327-4074
A PRECIOUS TOUCH

321- 8146

Robert's Hair Salqn
866-7070

Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

There's a whole weekend of racing excitement and much
morel in store for you and your family at the inaugural
Grand Prix of St Petcisbui g, Feb. 21-23.

On February 6, 1820, the first organized emigration back

to Africa began when 86 free African-Americans left New

becoming an expert read
ing coach," said Governor
Bush. "Her passion for
reading and dedication to
teacher instruction will
positively impact the
achievement levels of
many, students in Alachua
County."
Governor Bush be
lieves that reading is the
most powerful skill a child
can leam, influencing a
child's success in school
and improving their overall
quality of life. The goal of
this administration is for all
students in Florida to be
able to read on grade level
or higher throughout their

GRANP PRIX
OF ST. PETERSBURG

Along with great drivers battling on foe tough 1.7mile street circuit, you can enjoy a weekend long enter-

aS

..... <■

(aiiiment experience. There will be free musical concerts

and an amazing Lifestyle Expo with wine wild halfpipe action. Let the kid’s bum off some energy in

the Kid s Zone. And indulge yourself with some great food and drink.

York Harbor aboard the Mayflower of Liberia. They were
It's all part of Florida's newest and most exriding motorsports happening! Order now to guarantee
yourself great seats to the Inaugural Grand Prix of St. Petersburg!

bound for the British colony of Sierra Leone, which wel

comed free African-Americans as well as fugitive slaves.
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CARPET • WOOD • TILE
SALE

NEWS

DEADLINE

HUNDREDS
of Carpet Remnants
to Choose From!!

IS

HEAVY TEXTURE
WHOLE HOUSE CARPET

4:00 P.M.

MONDAY

$

Up to 60 Sq. Yds.
Installed w/Pad

■JEhbbX

ST. PETERSBURG
SW CORNER 22ND AVE. & 28TH ST. NORTH

727-321-9590

SALE
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FINANCING AVAILABLE W.A.C.
visit us at www.cptstore.weardated.net

TAMPA

S01S W. HILLSBOROUGH AVE.
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NATIONAL NEWS
)ay Celebration

Harvard’s Civil Rights Project Supports
Evidence, Challenges Alternative to
Affirmative Action------------------------------------

Toyota Motor Safes (TMS), U.S.A., Inc., and Young Black Scholars commem
orated the Iife of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and learned about the chal
lenges endured by one of the first African-American firefighters in Los
Angeles County at their annual MLK Day Celebration.
Pictured at the African-American Firefighter Museum (AAFM) in downtown
Los Angeles are (l-r): Arnet Hartsfield, MLK Day guest speaker and AAFM
Historian; Latrell Hall, Toyota Financial Services Litigation Administrator;
Sean Cerda, TMS Product Planning Administrator and Brent Burton,
President of the Los Angeles County Stentorians.

Kmart Launches Urban Direct,
an Urban Entertainment and
Lifestyle Publication------------------Kmart Corporation re
cently unveiled Urban Di
rect, a new entertainment
and lifestyle newspaper
supplement that contains
interviews, articles and
product offerings that res
onate within urban com
munities. Following on the
heels of the launch of its
first
Spanish-language
newspaper publication, La
Vida, Kmart's Urban Di
rect, which launched Sun
day, February 2, is just an
other element of Kmart's
multicultural marketing
strategy.
The initial distribution
of one million copies of
Urban Direct will be circu
lated in nine select markets
including: Atlanta; Balti
more; Chicago; Detroit;
East Brunswick, New Jer
sey; Long Island, New
York; Miami; Philadelphia;
and Washington, D.C. Ur
ban Direct will be available
as a wrap to Kmart's week
ly newspaper advertising
circular. The new publica
tion will reach more than
2.7 million urban cus
tomers in the U.S. each
month, and will allow
Kmart the opportunity to
speak directly to its urban
customer base on a weekly
basis through its targeted
editorial content and prod
uct offers.
Beginning with its
February 2 issue, Urban

Direct featured celebrity
interviews and topical edi
torial content that will res
onate with Kmart's Afri
can-American and urban
consumers. The publica
tion's first cover featured
Grammy-award winning
rap artist L.L. Cool J. Altu
ras Communications, Int.
developed Kmart's Urban
Direct, as well as the La
Vida, publication concept.
Most retail analysts
agree the urban market
presents a unique Sales
opportunity, as it is current-K
ly
under-served
and,
according to research, the
customer base tends to be
more loyal to their shop
ping destinations, Kmart
stores have a presence in
288
of
the
331
Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSAs) in the U.S.;
a great majority of which,
by nature of their popula
tion density and multicul
tural makeup, are consid
ered urban markets. Ac
cording to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics' 2001
Consumer
Expenditure
Survey data, the total ex
penditures for all urban
consumers is $3.9 trillion.
"We are proud to be the
first major discount retailer
to offer a weekly newspa
per supplement that is
designed to build a rela
tionship with the urban
consumer. Urban Direct

highlights special in-store
promotions, relevant cul
tural information and a sec
tion featuring a Kmart em
ployee of the month, to fur
ther demonstrate Kmart's
dedication to this important
market," said Barbara J.
Firment, senior vice presi
dent of Advertising Sales
and In-Store Presentation,
Kmart Corporation.
Along with entertain
ment and lifestyle content,
the first issue of Urban Di
rect wilI
matfon on Kmart's nation
wide Black History Month
campaign: "Celebrate the
Journey."
Nationwide,
Kmart
will also begin to feature ,
in-store, online and radio
advertising program is in
tended to build awareness,
interest and visitation at the
Park Foundation's AfricanAmerican Experience Fund
sites.
Among the country's
385 national parks are 17
historic sites and parks that
share the stories of the sig
nificant contributions of
African-Americans
throughout U.S. history.
These include: Booker T.
Washington National Mon
ument, Brown v. Board of
Education National Histor
ic Site, George Washington
Carver National Monu
ment and the Underground
Railroad Network to Free-

'alshfeatufeinfor-

CAMBRIDGE - As
the Supreme Court pre
pares to hear the University
of Michigan cases on the
future of affirmative action,
the Bush Administration
does not dispute the value
and importance of diversity
in colleges but claims that
it can be achieved without
race-consciohs affirmative
action through the us.e of
percent
plans.
These
admissions policies, which
guarantee admission to all
students at the top of their
high school classes, are the
subjects of two new studies
at Harvard University. The
first report: Appearance
and Reality in the Sunshine
State: The Talented 20
Program in Florida, by
Patricia Marin, PhD, and
Edgar K. Lee, MPP, is a
detailed
analysis
of
Florida's Talented 20 pro
gram, implemented when
Governor Jeb Bush ended
affirmative action in state
higher education admis
sions. The second study:
Percent Plans in College
Admissions: A Compara
tive Analysis of Three
States' Experiences, by
Catherine Hom, PhD and
Stella M. Flores, MPA,
compares the experiences
of Texas, California and
Florida, the three states
. with percent plans,
Texas, California, and
Florida
Although the Texas,
California and Florida
plans appear to be very
similar, in fact they vary
widely. There are key dif
ferences that must be noted
when considering their im
plementation and effective
ness. Current public discus
sion of percent plans seems
to suggest that simply des
ignating a percent of each
high school class entitled to
public university admission
results in diverse college
campuses. These states
have rapidly rising shares
of blacks and Hispanics
among 15 to 19-year-olds.
Each of the states has had
deeply unequal educational
K-12 outcomes by race and
ethnicity, and serious
increases in racial isolation.
The public higher educa
tion systems as a whole and
the premier institutions in

Texas, California, and Flor
ida, more specifically,
range dramatically in their
selectivity and national
prominence. The story of
whether percent plans are
effective is complex.
Percent plans in all three
states include additional
requirements for eligibility
such as certain courses and
exit exams that also tend to
limit African American and
Latino participation. Only
in Texas does the plan pro
vide admission to the stu
dent's campus of choice.
These percent plans
have been presented as
major alternatives to race
conscious affirmative ac
tion. Our research shows
that they, in themselves,
have very modest effects at
best and do not lead to the
level of diversity reflective
of the students they are in
tended to serve. We have
found that these plans are
connected, at both the state
and campus level, to a vari
ety of outreach, recruit
ment, financial aid, and
support programs that are
aimed at schools and com
munities with heavy con
centrations of minority stu
dents. These additional
race-attentive policies ap
pear to be central to the
ability of some campuses
to,, eygn ,pwtisijjy, jecpyer,.

from the loss of minority
students that follows the
abolition of affirmative action on admissions.
Florida's Talented 20
Program
After a review of Flori
da state and institutional
data and interviews with
staff at five campuses of
the Florida State University
System and several Florida
state agencies, this report
describes the history,
implementation and effects
of the Talented 20 Pro
gram. Basic findings of the
report include: the Talented
20 Plan is not an effective
alternative to affirmative
action. In fact, the Talented
20 plan has led to the
admission of very few stu
dents to the state university
system who would not
have been admitted. In ad

t

^7....... .... .

, of

those campuses that have
recovered from some of
their losses are caused by a
variety of forms of direct
and indirect affirmative
action toward segregated
schools and communities.
This costs more, involves
more arbitrary decisions
and is less effective than
affirmative action."
About the Reports
The reports draw on
evidence from state agen
cies, data reported to the
federal National Center for
Education Statistics, the
U.S. Census, institutional
and state reports and docu
ments and interviews to
assess the impact of these
policies on maintaining ra
cial diversity without ad
missions policies attentive
to race.

dition, it provides no guar
antee of admission to the
two most highly selective
campuses in the system, the
University of Florida and
Florida State University.
These findings are ex
plained against the back
drop of state demographics
and the Florida education
system.
Professor Gary Orfield,
Co-Director of The Civil
Rights Project concludes:
"Many critics affirm the
importance of integrated
colleges but claim that they
can be achieved without
affirmative action through
plans admitting a certain
percent of students from
every high school to col
lege. Our studies show that
this is not true. These plans
have little impact by them
selves and the gains on

$. 2....

We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULAR MAS SAGE

NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869
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Mormen Realty & Development Inc.
a Full Service Real Estate Office

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser

AnnOunces its affiliation with

HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?

Rose Ford

Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you

Rose can assist you in satisfying your
Real Estate needs.

overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or

false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of

all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
- Hillary Williams

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.

■
Rose Ford

Call Rose at 727-327-0184

Charles W. Cherry, Sr.
Realtor

Vivian Harmon
Office Manager

or contact
Mormen Realty & Development Inc.

__

Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581

1427 22nd Street S. • St.Petersburg, Florida

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Racism Study Group Sees U.S
European Union Boycott-------by Gustavo Capdevila
GENEVA—The United
States and the European
Union are ignoring the
work of a group of intellec
tuals who are studying - at
the behest of the United
Nations - the problem of
race discrimination suf
fered by people of African
descent, rights activists
have complained.
According to the Inter
national
Association
against Torture (IAAT), the
members of the West Euro
pean and Other States
(WEO) bloc were "boy
cotting" the session under
way last week of the Work
ing Group of Experts on
People of African Descent,
a body created in 2002 by
the UN Commission on
Human Rights.
Representatives of the
United States, EU and oth
er industrialized countries
were conspicuously absent
from the discussions being
held at the UN Palais des
Nations, the international
forum's headquarters in
Geneva.
However, alongside the
delegates from developing
countries of Africa, Latin
America, the Caribbean
and Asia, were diplomats
from some of the 15 na
tions of the EU - Finland,
France, Greece and Ireland
- but they are participating
only in name of their home

countries "is aimed at de
stroying the credibility of
the Working Group."
The Group's roster,
with one representative
from each of five regions,
included Peter Lesa Kasanda, for Africa and acting
chairman, George Jabbour,
for Asia, Irina Zlatescu, for
Eastern Europe, and R.
Borges Martins; for Latin
America and the Carib
bean.
In its conclusions from
the first session, held in
November, the Working
Group lamented that it
"could not benefit from the
full membership of experts
at its first session and be
lieves that its work would
have been greatly enhanced
by the contributions of the
remaining experts."
Brazilian
diplomat
Borges Martins could not
attend the inaugural session
due to personal reasons, but
he was present for the
week's sessions and has
presented a report on dis
crimination against descen
dants of Africans in his
country.
The Group urged the
Western European and Oth
ers States to "nominate an
expert as soon as possible,"
but the appeal apparently
fell on deaf ears.
The origins of the
Working Group date to the
World Conference against

and slavery as crimes
against humanity."
Once the international
conference was over, WEO
"tried to rearrange, reinter
pret and distort the lan
guage of the Durban Decla
ration," and refused to des
ignate an expert for the
Working Group, charges
IAAT.
The human rights
group applauded the fact
that the UN High Com
mission for Human Rights,
Brazilian diplomat Sergio
Vieira de Mello, addressed
the delegates gathered for
this week's sessions in
Geneva.
"But we are very con
cerned about the negative
role that the Secretariat has
too often played in the past
as surrogate for the inter
ests of the WEO Group,"
says IAAT.
At the upcoming ses
sion of the Commission on
Human Rights, the highest
UN forum on the issue, the
WEO Group, with its "un
bridled arrogance", com
ments the IAAT, "argued
against continuing the
mandate of this Working
Group."
In spite of the tensions
with the Western European
bloc, the Working Group
continued on with its duties
and the presentations of the
first reports drafted by its
members.

documents" of the World
Conference against Ra
cism, he noted.
But he said the Durban
meeting had produced "a
form of 'silent consensus'
that reparations for slavery
is in harmony with the sim
ple sense of justice and
with the basic tenets of
international law."
Jabbour identified the
three parties in the repara
tions relationship: "Those
who are slave descendants,
those who are descendants
of slave traders and own
ers, and the public authori
ty."
He mentioned prece
dents for reparations, in
cluding cases contrary to
notions of social justice,
such as France, which abol
ished slavery in 1848, "and
did not think of offering re
parations to the slaves but
instead offered them to the
slave owners."
In another example,
Jabbour said that after the
liberation war that the
slaves fought against
France, in 1824 "Haiti was
forced to pay France* 100

U.S. Doctors Give Free Cancer
Treatment and Train Local Kenyan
Medics---------------------- ----------------------------bv Gabriel Packard
NAIROBI — Women
in Nakuru, Kenya, will be
able to get free screening
and treatment for breast
and cervical cancer at a
two-week clinic started by
some visiting American
medics

The eight doctors and
nurses will also train local
medical workers how to
screen for and treat these
forms of cancer using med
icine and screening equip
ment which they will leave
at the Rift Valley Provin
cial General Hospital,

where the clinic is being
held.
Hospital superintend
ent Dr Sammy Yego said
that cervical cancer is a
major cause of death for
Kenyan women. But, he
said, many women there
know little about the diag

nosis and treatment of both
cervical and breast cancer.
Early detection and
treatment can significantly
reduce death rates, said Dr
Yego.

Mandela Loses Patience With Bush
Over Iraq--------■ --------------- -----------------------

bv Anthony Stoppard
JOHANNESBURG Former South African pres
ident, Nelson Mandela
launched a scathing per
sonal attack on U.S. Presi
dent George W. Bush for
his apparent determination
to take military action
against Iraq, if the MiddleEastern country does not
prove it has no weapons of
mass destruction to the sat
isfaction of the United
States.
Mandela . insists that
the United States must act
through the United Nations
if it wants to move against
Iraq. "What I am condemn
million francs for war repa ing is that one power, with
rations in return for recog a president who has no
nition of its independence." foresight, who cannot think
"On the other hand," said properly, is now wanting to
the delegate, "in the days of plunge the world into a hol
emancipation the United ocaust," said Mandela, in
States government took a an address to an Interna
more righteous path when tional Women's Forum
it promised each emanci (IWF) conference in Johan
nesburg, on Jan,
.....
countries, not the European
Racism, .Racial Discrimi- ,
Asia. delegate Jabbour pated slave 40-acres and a
Mandela
called
on
bloc.
nation; Xenophobia and took up the matter of repa mule."
Americans to get rid of
The diplomat from Related Intolerance, which rations for slavery, one of
Additional elements
Greece, the country hold took place in the South the most contentious issues that could serve as a basis Bush through the ballot
box, and if they were not
ing the EU rotating presi African city of Durban in separating
developing for calculating reparations
able to do so before a pos
dency this semester, told 2001.
countries and the WEO, are the sums conceded to
sible attack on Iraq, then
IPS that she was following
IAAT activists noted which roundly objects to the victims of the Holo
they
should launch mass
the Working Group's ses that the WEO was opposed any possibility of compen caust in which Nazi Ger
actions
to protest and dem
sions on the instructions of to the World Conference sation for the descendants many killed millions of
onstrate against the war.
her government and does against Racism itself and of victims of slavery or of Jews in the 1940s, or to the
White House spokes
not represent the EU.
that during the meeting had the trans-Atlantic slave Japanese-Americans held
person, Ari Fleischer, has
The New York-based "led the unsuccessful trade.
in U.S. detention camps, or reportedly responded to
IAAT claims that the boy resistance to declaring the
"The word 'reparations' to the Libyans captured by Mandela's remarks by say
cott by the industrialised trans-Atlantic slave trade does not appear in the final Italy in 1911.
ing that Bush "understands
that there are going to be
people who are more com
On January 31, 1963, Janies Baldwin's influential COllectiOn df
fortable doing nothing
about a growing menace
essays The Fire Next Time was published.
that could turn into a holo
caust".

Although Mandela reg any UN sanction against
ularly insists that he is a the country, if it was found
retired man with no power to have weapons of mass
and little influence, the re destruction.
marks of the elder states
Mandela also launched
man are sure to strengthen a stunning attack on British
the will of the international Prime Minister Tony Blair
peace movement. And, al - a strong supporter of the
though he is known to be U.S. in its campaign
fiercely independent in his against Iraq. "He is the for
thinking, Mandela remains eign minister of the United
a loyal member of South States. He is not longer the
Africa's ruling African Na Prime Minister of Britain".
tional Congress (ANC) and Mandela's attack on Blair
seldom steps out of line of comes just before South
government policy.
African President, Thabo
South Africa, currently Mbeki, met with the British
lobbying the majority of Prime Minister, in the Uni
countries in the UN to op ted Kingdom, on Feb. 1.
pose a possible U.S.-led at
As chair of the 115tack on Iraq, is determined strong Non-aligned Move
to strengthen the UN, so ment (NAM), Mbeki is ex
that it can become a forum pected to underline to Blair
in which developing coun that many countries want
tries can deal with the the Iraqi crises settled
United States - the world's peacefully, and through a
only remaining super decision backed by the
power - and other devel majority of the members of
oped nations, on equal the United Nations. In turn,
tenqSr, h>,°yth. Africa is, also Blair is expected to try and
very concerned that a wan , convince Mbeki of the
in Iraq would destabilize strength of the case of the
the global economy at a U.S. and Britain, against
time when it - and many Iraq.
other developing countries
South Africa has made
- are suffering from slow it clear that it does not
ing international trade and believe the UN weapons
weak financial markets.
inspectors have come up
Mandela condemned with any evidence that jus
world leaders for not tifies an attack on Iraq.
speaking out loudly enough Mbeki and Blair are also
against the possible war scheduled to discuss the
and called on those coun New Partnership for Afri
tries with a veto in the UN ca's Development (NE
Security
Council,
to PAD) - a program for the
oppose the U.S.'s push economic and social devel
toward conflict. However, opment of the continent he also warned Iraq to co and British efforts to iso
operate fully with the UN late the government of ’
and said he would support Zimbabwe's
president,

Robert Mugabe. Britain
has led international oppo
sition to Mugabe's govern
ment, which is alleged to
have rigged Zimbabwe's
last general election, held
in 2000.
In his speech at the
IWF, Mandela also at
tacked Blair for trying to
isolate Mugabe, rather than
taking the lead of the
Southern African Develo
pment Community (SADC), which is also trying to
resolve the political and
economic crises in Zim
babwe. He came out in sup
port of French efforts to lift
sanctions against Mugabe,
so that the Zimbabwean
leader could attend a con
ference on human rights in
Paris. The move is opposed
by Britain. The European
Union (EU) is divided over
the issue, and is still trying
to reach an agreement on
the matter before the sanc
tions expire in the next few
days.
South African foreign
affairs experts do not be
lieve that Mandela's re
marks will seriously dam
age relations between the
African country and the
United States and Britain.
They point out that while
Mandela may have bluntly
reflected South Africa's
positions, he is still a pri
vate citizen who is free to
do and say what he wants.
His comments are unlikely
to result in a formal diplo
matic rumpus between the
three countries.

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

Luthrell Church
On Thursday February
6, the Southside's premier
pioneer skilled craftsman
and tradesman tile man,
carpenter, home builder
and restorer died at St.
Petersburg General Hospi
tal.

Luthrell Church’s fin
gerprints and legacy have
been left on the floors and
walls of just about every
person that owns a home in
South St. Petersburg and
beyond.
For 50 years, Mr.
Church was the name
called upon to accentuate
your home and tile your
floors, build your cabinets,
revitalize/restore or build a
home. In the days of old St.
Petersburg, the era of seg
regation and post segrega
tion, the first name called
upon by individuals or con
tractors
was
Luthrell
Church.
Just about every edufcator and preacher of South
St. Petersburg that owned a
home used the skills of this
African-American business
entrepreneur craftsman.
Inez Ford home is an
example of his work locat
ed at 28th St. S. and 17th
Ave. S.
Survivors include Mar-

ion Church, his wife that
was caring for him up until
his death, at 895-5233, and
his daughter, Faith Church,
at 866-7128.

Every
Word of
God is
pure: He
is a
shield
unto
them that
put their
trust in
Him. Proverbs
30:5

WHEN LIFE
KNOCKS
YOU TO
YOUR
KNEES,
YOU’RE IN
THE
PERFECT
POSITION
TO PRAY!

roWL

Young's

Funeral
V
L
AM

Home

A Full Service Firm

Robert C. Young
Funeral Director
Since 1975
1005 Howard Street
(Comer So. Greenwood Ave.
& Howard)
Clearwater, FL

442-2388

Serenity
Funeral Home, Inc
Family Budget Plan $1,399.00
(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)
Traditional Burial $2,199.00

(20 Gauge Steel Casket)

"It's all taken care of"
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

Elite ServicesZDeluxe $3,599.00

(18 Gauge Steel Casket)
Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers,
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services
Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, S

A Full
Service Parlor
_________________

Founder/Executive Director

Professional Staff • Casket Display
• Cremations • Urns Available
832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-564-1408 • 1-352-564-1408

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
DRIVER/PACKER

LOCAL P/U & DEL., PACKING & SHIPPING. NEED CLEAN
DRIVING RECORD. 40+ HRS. PER WEEK. APPLY IN PER
SON:

H & S SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY
9000 - 68TH STREET NORTH
PINELLAS PARK, FL 33782
E.O.E.

WE ARE A DRUG AND SMOKE WORKPLACE

CLASSIFIED PAGINATION
The St. Petersburg Times seeks a Systems Expediter with good
navigational computer skills in Windows to paginate the
Classified section of the newspaper. Understanding of Mactive,
press and production processes in a newspaper environment
strongly desired. Full time (rotating hours Mon thru Fri, 8am "
midnight, some Sat mornings), with benefits.

Interested? Qualified? Apply at Human Resources, 490 1st Ave
So, St. Petersburg, FL 33701, M-F 9am-3pm. May mail resume
or e-mail: resumes@sptimes.com. (Paste resume to body of email)

Ml
YOUR
MATCH

Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:

ALPINE HEALTH &
REHAB. CENTER
3456 - 21st Ave. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33711

African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

PLEASE CONTACT
DINAH DAVIS AT
(727) 727-1988

Section 8 Housing

80%

3,4,5 Bedrooms For Rent
in St. Petersburg & Gulfport,

On Dental Services
Includes FREE Prescription. Vii
ond Chiropractic Plans

(813) 244-7388

(727) 864-6675

(727) 492-8195

HAVE A
NICE DAY

Bonded & Insured

www.toonari.com

CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG

Employment Division
Office is Located at
One 4th St. N„ 4th Floor
Mon., Wed., Fri. Only
www.stpete.org

WANTED

WRXB RADIO

STATION IS
SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

PERSON WITH TRANSPORTATION
To deliver The Weekly Challenger each
Thursday to home - business subscriptions.
Excellent chance for the right person to
have their own route.

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing in
Affordable

Life’Health’DentabVision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also
Ph: 727-328-9878

Competitive Wages

The Hospice

ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
RFP #03-003
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977.

A Unique Profession!!

ALL SHUTS

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

Contact Linda at

(FL License Required)

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

CALL - 894-3294 FOR DETAILS

■N Fax: 727-328-9545

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

RN/
LPN's
8

"When h»u Need Quality
Craftsmanship"

LPN- PART- TIME
3-UPM-11-7 AM

www.africanaonline.com

SAVE UP TO

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO
STUDENTS
The Bethel Metropolitan
Christian School admits stu
dents of any race, color, national
and ethnic origin to all the rights
privileges, programs, and activi
ties generally accorded or made
available to students at the
school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in
administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies,
scholarship and loan programs
and athletic and other school
administered programs.
BETHEL METROPOLITAN
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
3455 - 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
PHONE (727) 328-2409
or 865-9726

The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA), St. Petersburg,
Florida, is requesting proposals from qualified, responsible,
licensed firms interested in providing general contractor servic
es at SPHA’s public housing and Section 8 New Construction
properties in accordance with the requirements of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development ("HUD).

RFP #03-003 document packages will be ready for pick-up on
Tuesday, February 18, 2003. A Pre-Proposal Conference will
be held at the St. Petersburg Housing Authority’s Administrative
office located at 3250 5th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL,
33713 on Tuesday, February 25,2003 at 10:45 a.m. Bids are
due by 10:00 a.m. (EST) on TUesday, March 18, 2003.

RNs, LPNs
AHHAJCNAs

IBB.

SOUTH HERITAGE
HEALTH & REHAB
718 22nd Ave. South
St. Pete

jjglih
■
j|

If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please fax your
request for a RFP package to (727) 552-1443 Monday through
Friday, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. You may
also pick-up a copy in person at 327 Df. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33705, from the General
Services Department during the same days and hours.

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

AD DEADLINE

727-894-5125
"Sweetheart InterCudes"

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS
6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Court Program Specialist I - Responsible for conducting
educational sessions for juveniles accused of legal offenses,
monitoring progress through court diversion program and
supervising evening mediation hearings. Req. BA with
emphasis in criminal justice or behav. sci. and exper. working
with juveniles. Salary 1,098 biwkly + bnfts', Position located
in St. Pete.
Court Applications ONLY by February 21. Available at:
www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir, H-wing
(HR Dept.), Clwr
Clearwater Courthouse, 315 Court St., Rin. 401, Clwr.
501 Building, 501 1st Aye. N., Rm. 729 (Alt. Dispute), St.
Pete
Court Administration, Rm, 219; West Pasco Judicial Center,
7530 Little Rd., New Port Richey
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace. Any person with a disability
requiring a special accommodation to' participate in the appli
cation process should call 727-453-7164.

Are you taking medicine
to treat your

MONDAY

Something New!
Intimate dinners for two to six guests

High Cholesterol?

Do you suffer from

Presented by

Chef Elzo Atwater

Patients currently taking medicine
to treat their High Cholesterol
needed for a clinical trial.

Anti
American Sunday Plate Catering

w

2 hours of "Standards First" catered service
A three to five course meal

If so, and you are at least 18 years old, you may qualify

Champagne*
{Chef’s selection or. select your favorite}
Romance

For a medical research study to -test ah investigational

medicine to treat High Cholesterol.

Benefits include study medication, study-related physician

Candle light, mood music and lots of your imagination

visits, lab, work and reimbursement for time and travel.

"Sweetheart Interludes"
start as low as $18.99 per person.
Available throughout the month of February

■

727.343.4706
6010 Park Blvd, Pineiias Park, FL

Osteoarthritis?

Create a Memory with:

(Preplanned or specially designed for the occasion)

Gall Mon-Fri for More Information

Radiant Research is conducting a clinical research

trial evaluating an investigational medication in
patients with Osteoarthritis of the knee or hip.
To qualify, you must be 40 years of age or older

and have been diagnosed with Osteoarthritis

of the hip or knee.
If you qualify, ail study medications, lab tests and

research related office visits are provided.
In addition, qualified patients will receive

compensation for their participation.

Call Chef Elzo today for reservations
(727)422-2590 • (727) 528-0965 fax

r/xdiXimt

Call Mon-Fri for More Information
727.343.4706

6010 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park, FL

RESEARCH

R/vSiXlMT

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

RESEARCH

Water Reclam Plant Oper Spec
$37,565 -$55,453
Closing Date: 2-21-2003

Are You A Diabetic?

IS 4:00 P.M.

GOD BLE&S
AMERICA

Highly technical staff support and instructional work in the monitoring and operation of process
control activities in complex water reclamation .facilities. Must be a high school graduate or pos
sess a GED certificate supplemented by an equivalent two (2) years college level course work in
sanitary, chemical or environmental engineering, chemistry or biology. Considerable progressive
and responsible experience in the environmental engineering field including water and/or domes
tic wastewater treatment, industrial pretreatment, laboratory analysis and data management is pre
ferred. Possess and maintain a valid State of Florida Driver’s License. Applications will be
received in the Employment Office, One Fourth Street North, 4th Floor on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays only 8AM-4:30PM.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
400 SOUTH FORT HARRISON AVENUE
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA
33756
TO:

LEGAL AD DEPARTMENT

TAMPA BAY REVIEW

PLEASE INSERT TO APPEAR

FEBRUARY 7, 2003

INVITATION TO BID/REOUEST FOR PROPOSALS
EOE/VP/DFWP

Would you like to participate in
medical Research?
Radiant Research is looking for a
diabetic volunteers to participate in
a pharmaceutical research study..
Participating includes receiving study
medication and study related physical
exams.

TO: ALL INTERESTED BIDDERS/PROPOSERS AND FIRMS

Are you purchasing a home?

NO MONEY DOWN
NO CLOSING COSTS
Special Financing provided by
/A

Buccaneer’;

6010 Park Blvd,, Pinellas Park, FL

RADIANT
R £$ F-A RC H

PROVISION OF PRIMARY AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES
THROUGH WORKNET OF PINELLAS
023-339-P (GG I
To Be Opened: MARCH 4,2003 AT 3:00 P.M.

THERE WILL BE A PRE-BID CONFERENCE ON FEBRUARY 18. 2003 AT 10:00 A M AT
WORKNET, 4525 - MOTH AVE. W, SUITE 906, CLEARWATER, FL 33762

MORTGAGE

Call Mon-Fri, for More Information

(727) 343-4706

Sealed bids/proposals will be received by the Board of County Commissioners, Pinellas County,
Clearwater, Florida, in the office of the Director of Purchasing, County Annex Office Building, 400
South Fort Harrison Avenue, 6th Floor, Clearwater, Florida, and will be opened and read aloud for
the following:

1507 4th Street North
St. Petersburg. Florida 33704

Buccaneer Mortgage, Inc.
727-898-2827 • 1-888-314-8839
Ask for Leshana McIntosh
or apply onlme at:

www.bnccaneermortgage.com

Rates and Ioan programs are subjectto change' without notice.

"PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION TO
PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCEDURE/EVENT, SHOULD CALL 727/464-4062 (VOICE/TDm
FAX 727/464-4157, NOT LATER THAN SEVEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDING."
’
Further information may be obtained by contacting the Purchasing Department, at the above
address of telephone number 727/464-3311. Any bids received after the specified time and date will
not be considered.

KAREN WILLIAMS SEEL,
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners

JOSEPH LAURO,
Director of Purchasing

«

