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Books

The Kookaburras' Song: Exploring Animal Bchaviorin
Australia. John Alcock. 1988. University of Arizona
Press, Tucson. 218 pp. Hardcover, $19.95.

The thought of a trip through the Australian countryside
has an appcal that strikes acord in the majority of us. John
Alcock includes us on a number of his outings madc on
scveral visits 1o Australia. He adds to our undcrstanding
of exotic animals and wild placcs by using these cxpedi-
tions 1o give an introduction Lo some thoughts on animal
behavior. In his sclection of 27 short essays, he has
included a varicty of different native animals, including
insccts and, of course, birds to illustratc examples of
pertinent conduct.

Although this book isn't primarily about birds or bird
banding, it docs cxamine various aspects of bird behavior
in a number of species. Somc of the specics used to
illustratc the topics examined include Laughing Kooka-
burra (Dacelo novaeguineae), Red-tailed Black Cocka-
toos (Calyptorhynchus magnificus), New Holland
Honeycaters (Phylidonyris novaehollandiae) , Northern

ocellata), Spoticd Bowcrbirds (Chlamydera maculata),
SupcrbLyrebirds (Menuranovaeholiandiae) ,Cassowaries
(Casuarius casuarius), Bell Mincrs (Manorina
melanophrys) , and Superb Bluc Wrens (Malurus cyaneus)

The six themes developed are "On Adaptation,” "Nuptial
Puzzlcs,” "Machismo and the Competitive Male,” "Primi-
tive or Degencrate?,” "Life with Others,” and "Adaptive
Altruism."” The textis tasiclully illustraicd with black and
whitc drawings by Marilyn Stcwart and there is a range
map [or cach of the specics discussed. A short suggested
reading list is included.

For thc most part, this book is quite cnjoyable and well
wrillen. The concepts arc developed in an easy-to-follow
manncr and the examples arc appropriate. Idon'thave any
difficulty suggesting this book to anyone intcrested in
natural history and animal bchavior, but I think it must be
looked on as a very basic introduction to the concepts
cxemplificd.

Logrunners (Orthonyx spaldingii) , Mallce Fowl (Leipoa Peter J. Carson
°
Recent Literature

Banding Equipment and Techniques

The use of mist nets and radiotelemetry in the study of
the Ground Parrot (Pezoporus wallicus) in Barren
Grounds Nature Reserve, New South Wales. R. Jordan.
1988. Corella 12:18-21. -Barren Grounds Bird Obscrv.,
Box 3, Jambcrco, N.S.W. 2533, Australia. -(Mcthods of
capturing Ground Parrots with mist nets at night and
during the day are described, along with a techngiue for
autaching radio transmitters. Uscfulness and problems
with transmitters are evalualed. Zinc/air cell batlerics
were lighter, but less rcliable, than mercury batterics.)
MKM

A mobile holding cage for Silver Gulls. Shorcbird
Study Group. 1988. Corella 12:63.-¢/0'Stony, Campanic,
Tasmania 7026. -(A car trailer modificd into four holding
pens for gulls caught during cannon nctting operations
kept the birds off the ground. This climinated a problem
with soiled plumagc and also allowed rescarchers Lo move
captured birds into shaded arcas during hot wecather.)
MKM
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Survival of Ring-necked Pheasants with backpacks,
necklaces and legbands. V. Marcstrom, R.E. Kenward
and M. Karbom. 1989. /. Wildl. Manage. 53:808-810. -
Inst. Terrestrial Ecol., Furzebrook Res. Stn., Warcham,
Dosct BH20 5AS, U.K. -(Birds with backpacks wcre
rccoveredless [requently than birds withnecklaces oronly
Iegbands. Recovery ralcs were the same for the latter two
groups.) RCT

The variability of biometric measurements.R.T. Barrelt,
M. Pcters, R W. Furnish and J. Durinck. 1989. Ring. &
Migr. 10:13-16. -Tromso Mus., Univ. of Tromso, N-
9000, Tromso, Norway. -(Variability among individuals
in taking mecasurcments may cqual that reported between
populations. Thus, mcasurcments at cach locality should
be madc by scveral obscrvers.) RCT

Effects of plastic neck collars on the behavior and
breeding performance of geese and their value for
distant recognition of individuals. I.P. Johnson and
R.M. Sibly. 1989. Ring & Migr. 10:58-62. -Dcpl. of Pure
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