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Mammoth Cave: Presidents Day Expedition, February 18-19, 2012

Expedition Leader: Tom Brucker

Presidents Day at Mammoth Cave actually
did take place. Camp opened early thanks to
Roger and Lynn Brucker. Lynn arrived early
enough to calibrate the DistoX instruments us-
ing her in-cave compass course. Other folks be-
gan arriving, and before long we had a full
camp.

Morning meeting topics included the news
that White Nose had spread west beyond Mam-
moth. All cavers were brought up to date with
the latest gear decon protocols. One of the new
challenges in a two-day expedition is to keep
track of cavers with only one set of gear. They
must be assigned to parties on the same ridge
for day two.

Charles Fox led a party to the Roaring /
Echo River junction. Their task included relo-
cating a Walker benchmark as the starting point
for the Roaring River resurvey project. Finding
the benchmark proved quite challenging, as it
lay beneath a foot of sediment on a 400-square-
foot breakdown block. Murphy, of course, had
surreptitiously joined the crew, and the brass
marker was found after 90% of the sediment had
been removed.

Rick Olsen led a party to Ruins of Karnak,
entering a rather obvious canyon visible from
the trail that had escaped from early lead lists.
Within a few stations a prominent “Mr. Stephen
Bishop Mammoth Cave Guide June 12 1841~
signature led to naming the passage “Stephen's
Canyon”. After a few junctions the party
reached a pit with nice flowstone and a water-
fall, but rope is required to continue. Side leads
were mopped up and a few tie-ins were made to
radio locations up in Little Bat Avenue.

John DeLong led a party through the Bed-
quilt Entrance to resurvey the next chunk of
Wretched River. Wretched is not actually a river
passage, but it was once the drain for Colossal
Dome, which traveled a very long way before
joining Colossal River. The party surveyed over
30 stations and finished the “walking” section.
Ahead is a wet 70 foot crawl, and then the big
loop will be finished. Elizabeth Winkler used
her holiday present, a new light that makes the
Sten look like a candle, to illuminate the pipes
at the top of Colossal Dome.

In a joint effort with CKKC, an international
team of six cavers descended the Doyel Valley
Entrance and went upstream to the furthest ar-
eas CRF mapped prior to the Roppel-Mammoth
Connection. This party subdivided after a bit of
ropework revealed a shortcut down to the old V
survey, surveying pits and the canyon bits in

that vicinity. Half the party discovered a rather
nice section of walking passage, which unfortu-
nately hit breakdown too soon. Lower leads,
however, revealed two more short pits, and a
possible set of old footprints (later confirmed).
Since the parties had spent quite a bit of time
separated, the group led by Heather Levy ex-
ited. Pete Zabrok's group continued to map and
climb until the compass reader was worn out,
and then exited the cave Sunday evening, two
hours late after a 34-hour trip.

Dan Greger and party returned to Donkey
Cave to push a sequence of small pits and can-
yons. While most of what they did reminded
them that it would be nicer to be smaller, more
leads were left than when they had begun.

Sunday’s trips were more or less recovery
time for the cavers. Having short, nice objec-
tives aids those who drive a long way to return
home safely. Tammy Otten led a party back to
Stephen’s Canyon with rope for the pretty pit.
The pit was surveyed and it quickly led to an-
other 40-foot pit, requiring rope. Above the for-
mation a “bore hole” lead is mentioned in the
trip report that requires flying suits to enter, so
I document the lead here awaiting caver tech-
nology to create the means to get up there. Re-
turning to the Karnak area, after tours had
ended, the party assembled four sections of lad-
der and attempted to reach the high lead on the
north wall. Unfortunately, the ladder fell four
feet short and I doubt five sections of ladder
will be safe for anyone to climb.

Bruce Hatcher led a party into old Crystal to
continue replacing the upstream X survey, the
source of C-3 Waterfall. This wide and interest-
ing passage lies beneath Left of the Trap and
perhaps is the drain for the water that enters out
at the bitter end at A2. If so, the X could take
years to finish!

Tim Green attempted to lead a part to the
Cigar Box via Flower Garden and Dennison
Way. Perhaps this was not their day. One party
member experienced claustrophobia in a belly
crawl, while another didn't “fit” through an in-
teresting keyhole at the site where their survey
was supposed to begin. Obviously the oversized
caver had eaten too much Saturday night dinner!
This long bit of replacement survey can be
reached via the Trap (long way around!) and
remains on the to-do list.

Rick Olson led a party to the artificial venti-
lator shaft which lies beneath an iron manhole
cover in the concrete walk below the visitors’
center. With assistance from Park maintenance,



