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Friends and family gathered at the Crystal Ballroom in Clearwater
to celebrate Lizzie Donald’s 100th birthday.
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ST. PETERSBURG
– “I don’t know if you
heard me, but I said 100
years!” boomed Roderick Green, the Master
of Ceremony at his
grandmother’s 100th
birthday party.
The Crystal Ballroom in Clearwater
was decked out in gold
and black Monday
night in honor of Lizzie
Donald’s
centennial
birthday. As she sat on
her golden throne, her
family and friends
stood in line to take self-

ies with her and show
their love.
Family came from
as far away as Iowa to
see celebrate the matriarch’s life. All of 98
pounds, she’s affectionately referred to as Big
Mama or Bigs. Obviously not for her size,
what Mrs. Lizzie possesses is a big heart.
Born August 7,
1917, in a small town in
Mississippi called Lake
Cormorant to Manzy
and Ada Alexander, she
has nine siblings who
were all raised on a
farm.
Green painted a picture of life when his

grandmother
was
growing up in the beginning of the 20th century. She would often
travel all day alongside
her father to pick up
necessary supplies in a
neighboring town.
“Some days would
be extremely cold and
the ride was long,” he
said, adding that her father would heat a brick
and put it in the bottom
of the carriage to keep
them warm.
That’s right; there
were no cars, only
horse and carriages.
As a youngster, she
spent many days in the
fields of Mississippi

picking cotton and
other crops.
“Days were long
and survival was at the
forefront of her daily activities,” said Green,
who revealed his
grandmother was a
chicken whisperer.
Mrs. Lizzie was responsible for the health
of chickens on the
farm. Without any formal veterinary training,
she would nurse them
back to health.
“It was trial and
error, some of them
didn’t make it,” Green
said to a room full of
laughter.
See 100, page 9

Winning Reading Boost
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Kids don’t typically rate
learning over the summer as an activity on par
with riding bikes or hitting the beach, but
thanks to the Winning
Reading Boost program,
many area youngsters
have improved their
reading skills and have
had great fun doing it.
The program was
brought to Pinellas
County from the University of Florida in response to the “failure
factories” articles that
shed light on several underachieving elementary
schools in south St. Pete,

explained Dianne Fix, a
Winning Reading Boost
coordinator.
Winning Reading
Boost is a 90-day intervention reading program
designed to enable students struggling with
reading to become fluent
and successful readers.
Fix said that it was specifically designed to be a
“different approach,” one
that is fun for students.
“It uses songs and it
uses games to reinforce
the skills that we want
the kids to have,” said
Fix, a retired elementary
school teacher.
The program progresses in a sequence, so
the students are never
expected to apply any-

Dianne Fix teaching
students phonics
thing that they haven’t already been taught, Fix
noted, adding that the
program has been in use
at area schools such as
Lakewood,
Melrose,
Fairmount Park and
Midtown Academy.
Community organi-

zations such as the Pinellas
County
Urban
League and the Jordan
Park housing complex
are also doing their part
by giving the children
the opportunity to excel
in reading over the sumSee READING, page 8
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ST. PETERSBURG — The
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum
celebrated “Black to School”
by honoring the largest class
of African-American principals
in Pinellas County School’s
history last Sunday afternoon.
Pinellas County Schools
Superintendent Dr. Michael
Grego and other top-county
administrators attended the
event to recognize the growth
of diversity in school leadership.
“It’s all about growing
greatness in all our students,”
said Grego.
Grego shared that approximately 17,000 Pinellas County
students enrolled in the Summer Bridge program this year
to improve in mathematics,
reading and reading comprehension. This is the largest
number of participants in the
history of the program.
“The greatest thing is
we’re seeing results. We’re
seeing a reduction in Level 1the lowest level— of struggling students and an increase
in the higher levels throughout our district.”
Attaining higher levels of
success means keeping students engaged year round.
“Schooling can no longer
be just 180 days a year. The
year round Extended Learning Program is in every school
now, elementary, middle and
high school,” he said.
Grego also gave credit to
the faith-based community for
stepping up their efforts to
provide additional assistance
to students who need help,
and to increased parental involvement.
Educator Denise Ford
commented on what the
School Board is doing to pave
the way for increased student
success in the classroom.
“I’m looking forward to the
Bridging the Gap Plan that
was approached this past season, and I’m hoping the opportunity for African Americans to
attend
our
fundamental
schools and our magnet

See PRINCIPALS, page 10
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The line is drawn in the blood of
black children
Dear Editor:
I’d first like to start this
off by appreciating those
who, in light of this tragedy,
support those who have
been murdered.
My name is Eritha
‘Akile’ Cainion, candidate for
District 6 City Council, and
yes you read correctly, what
happened to Dejarae
Thomas, Jimmy Goshey,
and Keontae Brown on the
early morning of August 6th
in Palm Harbor was MURDER on behalf of the notorious killer Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Department.
And I don’t need white
corporate media such as the
Tampa Bay Times to validate that for me.
I know it was murder.
I knew it when I first
heard the reports before
they had even released the
boys’ information, when the
famous Gualtieri slander
machine was already in motion.
The sheriff’s department along with the vicious,
slanderous, despicable, offensive, oppressive, violence
inciting white media was releasing criminal records before we even had names for
the victims.
Bob Gualtieri held a
press conference criminalizing these children based on
NO evidence! “They were
most likely responsible for
this thing, that thing, and the
other” without an ounce of
proof.
Why would the sheriff’s
department and the media
immediately begin to pump
out this type of information
that serves to dehumanize
and devalue the lives of
three black teenage boys?
It’s to cover up a crime
committed on behalf of the
Sheriff’s department.
It’s to garner the support of a narrative that
would serve to victimize
criminals and criminalize
the victims.
The victims, in this case,
being Dejarae, Jimmy and
Keontae. The victims being
the other three boys that
were also attacked on the
morning of Aug. 6.
I know it was murder
because just last year,
March 31, 2016, Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Deputies
murdered by drowning
three teenage black girls,
Dominique Battle, Laniya
Miller, and Ashaunti Butler.
I am the International
Chair of the Justice for the
Three Drowned Black
Girls, and this has been my
work since before entering
this election.
And it was while chairing this campaign that I saw
the same response from the
Sheriff’s department and
the media.
I saw the slander of the
girls, their parents, and the
black community at large.
I saw the same “stolen
car” line to justify the deaths
of black teenagers.
There were lies upon
lies spewed from Killer Bob
Gualtieri, even then saying
his deputies hadn’t chased
the girls (despite a cruiser
being recorded at 93 miles
per hour), and that his
deputies did everything
they could to save the girls
(except leaked footage revealing no urgency and no
rescuing on behalf of the 17
trained first responding
deputies on the scene, just
cynical conversation as the
girls could be heard screaming for their lives.)
I say it’s murder because of this social system,
a country with a state apparatus built upon the enslavement of African people and
the genocide of the indigenous people.
The state in the form of
the police formed to maintain the system, the status
quo of the oppression and
murders of the black community, formed to protect
the white community from

the poor and colonized
black community.
It’s a system that myself
for District 6, and Jesse
Nevel are going up against,
along with the tired people
of this city, because until a
revolution happens, there
will continue to be countless
murders of black children at
the hands of the police.
Without reparations to
the black community, my
community will continue to
suffer the worst forms of oppression, from police murder to gentrification, to
poverty, to homelessness.
People keep asking is St.
Petersburg, a majority white
city, really ready for reparations to the black community? Is this city really ready
for revolution?
Not only are we ready,
but we have no choice but to
be.
Should we be forced to
be ready for Rick ‘Box-Cutter’ Baker or Rick “Sewage
Dumper”
Kriseman?
Should we be forced to prepare ourselves for more of
the pessimistic policies of
police containment of the
black community, which
leads to the murders of 14
and 16-year-old black children?
Hell no!
We the people have to
support reparations to the
black community, we have
to support black community
control of the police, which
includes the expulsion of the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department out of St. Petersburg.
Because this is their
legacy.
We have to support the
indictment of Sheriff Bob
Gualtieri, a much-hated supervisor of serial killers and
all those deputies involved
in this murder of the three
black boys as well as those
who drowned Dominique,
Laniya, and Ashaunti.
And we have to totally
be AGAINST a black
mother having to bury her
child! As something my
fierce comrade and mother
of Dominique Battle, Kunde
Mwamvita, had to do last
year.
I am outraged.
At this murder. At the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department. At the media.
At this system.
I am completely at my
limit of the slander against
my community, against my
people, who have had to
bear the brunt of these murderous policies of this city
government to ensure prosperous lives for the white
community.
I am sickened that one
year later, Bob Gualtieri can
murder three more black
teenagers and then paint the
picture for the world to see
them as less than human
and deserving death because of an alleged stolen
car.
That, even if it had been
stolen, does not justify murder. Does not justify illegally
chasing them and leading
them to their deaths.
There is no car more
valuable than someone’s life
yet there is always this notion that property is supposed to be more valued
than a black child. To assist
in permeating that ideology
is the Tampa Bay Times,
Bay News 9 and other white
media.
This type of murder, this
type of slander would not be

possible if these children
had been white.
And it’s never stolen if
white people are the ones
stealing.
News flash white people, you’re on stolen land, living off of stolen resources,
based on stolen labor and
stolen lives. And if you’re a
white teen stealing a car,
then you’re joyriding.
Where is the Times to
indict the white community
and to indict itself in the full
participation of oppressing
the black community?
What happened in Palm
Harbor happens in St. Petersburg. It happens in St.
Louis. It happens in New
York City. It happens in Baltimore. It happens in Cleveland. It happens in Detroit. It
happens all across this
country and across the
globe and the ruling class
state always paints itself as
the victim.
It always justifies itself
and goes along killing black
people with impunity.
This is why what we do
in the city of St. Pete is so important. People are watching this city because these
campaigns are providing
hope to those who have experienced this sort of violence imposed on their
community every day by
this system.
The sort of violence carried out under Kriseman,
Baker and current District 6
City Councilman Karl
Nurse.
The sort of violence carried out with complicity
from my opponents in the
District 6 race who have
condemned the black community, have criminalized
black youth, rather than
stand up against this system, including Maria
Scruggs who is the state,
who attacked Kunde once
before.
Each of my opponents
has praised and promised to
continue the legacy of Karl
Nurse and have never come
out against the sheriff’s department that continues to
murder black children.
They have only criticized
the black community and
have blamed us for our
deaths.
The line has been
drawn. And it’s drawn in the
blood of Dominique, Laniya,
Ashaunti, Dejarae, Jimmy,
and Keontae.
We, the campaigns to
elect myself for District 6
City Council and Jesse
Nevel for Mayor of St. Petersburg, as well as the people of this movement,
completely denounce the
murders
of
Dejarae
Thomas, Jimmy Goshey,
and Keontae Brown by the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department, and are calling
on all those who don’t allow
this system and its media to
speak for you, who stand in
solidarity with reparations
and against police containment, to vote on Aug. 29 for
a future for black children,
the black community, and
the people of this city.
We have to be outraged
by this. We have to be completely intolerant of this.
We have to demand
reparations, black community control of the police,
and not one more black life
stolen by the state in the
form of the police and the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department.
Eritha ‘Akile’ Cainion

Rest in power
Dear Editor:
On the morning of
Aug. 6, the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Department released to the city
that six African teenagers
were involved in a fatal
car crash in Palm Harbor.
As a result, three of the
young men were killed;
one place in critical condition and two arrested.
When I heard this, I
couldn’t help but find a bit
of myself dying as well,
knowing that three lives
were taken from this community that morning. Unfortunately, that feeling
got a lot worse when I
found out that these boys
were illegally chased by
an aggressive and trained
cop squad forcing them to
crash into a billboard
pole, spiraling through
the air and ending their
short lives.
My
sadness
and
mourning turned to fury
when I found out that the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department had something to do with the car
crashing and these boys
dying. As you may wonder, this same sheriff’s department
has
been
responsible for the deaths
of multiple African teens.
The most recent being
last year’s murder of the
three drowned black
girls: Dominique Battle,
La’Niyah Miller and
Ashaunti Butler.
The level of slander
and disrespect to the families of these three girls
was dismantled by the
Three Drowned Black
Girls committee (lead by
District 6 candidate Eritha
“Akile” Cainion).
My own sister passed
out multiple flyers at our
school, Gibbs High, for an
event led by the community in honor of these
girls. She targeted places
where she found other
event flyers so she wouldn’t be persecuted for
doing something she wasn’t supposed to be doing.
In response to bringing awareness to the
school about what happened (since all they had
to look at was the mainstreamed media slander-

ing their peers) my sister
found out that the Gibbs
High School administrators themselves were taking these flyers down,
preventing my sister from
spreading the word about
that tragedy.
Even when the news
of the murders was released, Principal Hepburn
wouldn’t allow us mourning, confused and depressed youngsters a
moment of silence for
these girls. A moment of
silence! So I now ask
where is the outcry from
the teachers and the administration when their
very own students are
dying off at the hands of
those who are supposed
heroes.
The outcry, unfortunately, does not exist.
Gibbs High School and
the entire Pinellas County
School District has shown
direct disdain towards the
black students, whether it
is for our hairstyles, the
way we wear our clothes
or the way we walk or
talk. They have taken a
stance of unity with corporate media and have prioritized the slander of
African youth over allowing our voices to be
heard.
We now have to be in a
certain intelligentsia type
program to be viewed as a
“good black student,” and
this involves dressing a
certain way, talking a certain way and acting a certain way that we may not
feel comes naturally.
Within these acts, the
school has now united
with the slander, has
united with the state and
has united with the idea
that the African youth of

south St. Petersburg are
criminals and delinquents
that deserve to die.
They’ve united with the
use of police terror with
their infamous use of resource officers on campus who even have their
own history of brutality
and violent agitation on
the bodies of black students.
As you see, this is the
colonial reality for African
youth in its true form.
What happened the morning of Aug. 6 and what
came about from it is supported and endorsed by
the school systems, the
judicial systems and the
entire body of the state.
Its job is to further enforce the bourgeois line of
the white ruling class.
A way of moving forward and the only way to
prevent something like
this from happening is
black community control
of the police. This is a way
for this community to
hire, fire and discipline
whoever is sworn to protect this community.
Currently, we do not
have the power over who
polices our community,
and this has resulted in
multiple murders and parents having to bury their
children. You can find the
demand for black community control of the police
on both Jesse Nevel (candidate for mayor) and
Akile Cainion’s (candidate
for District 6 City Council) platforms.
Rest in power, Jimmie
Goshey, Dejarae Thomas
and Keontae Brown. Justice will be served and
your names will not be in
vain.
Iniko Kitemoma
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Affirmative Action
It is not uncommon that “race” immediately comes to mind when thinking of “affirmative action.” In a nation
as diverse as ours, it seems odd that
discussions on the topic of “race” are
oftentimes avoided like the plague.
Even when its presence is likened to an
elephant in the room, often times people simply adjust to talking around it.
Have you ever wondered who truly
benefits from this silence?
According to a document obtained
by The New York Times, the Trump
Administration is preparing to redirect
resources of the Justice Department’s
civil rights division toward investigating and suing universities over affirmative action admissions policies deemed
to discriminate against white applicants. Could this be an attempt to undermine diversity in higher education?
Many think so, but who really cares?
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy
introduced affirmative action, which
originally required entities that receive
federal funding to take tangible steps
“to ensure that applicants are employed and that employees are treated
during employment, without regard to
their race, creed, color, or national origin.” It was expanded in 1967 by President Lyndon Johnson to include sex.
In 1969, President Richard Nixon issued an Executive Order that required
all federal agencies to adopt “affirmative programs for equal employment
opportunity”. Both political parties invested in programs intended to increase access to education and
employment for historically underrepresented minorities.
Studies have shown that white
women benefit the most from affirmative action. Interestingly, data from the
2014 Cooperative Congressional Election Study show that 67 percent of

young white women are against affirmative action. Furthermore, 66 percent of young white people between 17
and 34 describe themselves as “somewhat opposed” or “strongly opposed”
to affirmative action policies in employment and admissions. Do you think
the opposition to affirmative action
would be as strong if a person’s sex
was paired with “affirmative action” in
the way that one’s race seems?
Maybe white women receiving significant benefits from affirmative action
admissions policies seem invisible to
the President? After all, he does not
seem to have the best track record with
viewing women outside of being mere
sex objects. Still, why is there so much
opposition to affirmative programs
within white communities when those
communities reap its benefits as well?
Let’s face it: As a result of affirmative action, on many college campuses,
women outnumber men.
Hence,
women are more likely to graduate
from college and attend graduate
school than men. This is more likely to
be the reality for white women than for
women of color. As follows, significant
imbalances are shown in the employment and earnings between white
women versus women of color. Her income and professional opportunities
are huge assets to her household and
lifestyle.
The Supreme Court has ruled that
the educational benefits that flow from
having a diverse student body can justify using race as one factor among
many in a “holistic” evaluation. One
cannot help but wonder if President
Trump’s cabinet were more diverse if
his vision would be so narrow.
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author,
and
public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com






No permanent friends, no permanent
enemies, only permanent issues
Bob Johnson, one of the founders of
Black Entertainment Television, is
coming to St. Petersburg. He, through
his company RLJ Companies, is taking
over The Vinoy.
The black community in St. Petersburg celebrated upon hearing the news.
One of our “own” is taking over one of
the most renowned hotels in St. Pete.
Johnson has been very successful in
business; however, it is something he
said related to politics that stood out to
me.
It should stand out to you. Especially in this nonpartisan St. Petersburg
mayoral race as it relates to black people.
There are no permanent friends and
there are no permanent enemies.
There are only permanent issues.
Specifically, Mr. Johnson said: “We
are required to challenge and to demand that all candidates or parties in
pursuit of our vote, whether they are
Republican, Democrat or Independent,
explain in comprehensive terms what
they propose to do for us to make our
lives better. Remember, the most precious and powerful asset we possess in
this democracy is the right to vote in
favor of or against those who seek to
govern us. Let us not give away that
right; let us make them earn our vote!”
We have to stop blindly giving our
vote away, simply because someone has
a “D” behind their name, especially
when they have not addressed our
needs or our interests.
While the Democratic PLATFORM
aligns with our interests, if the ACTIONS aren’t visible or tangible, pipe
dreams aren’t worth getting our vote.
If the results aren’t visible in your
community, then talk is cheap.
Your vote is your voice. When you
allow the two to be separated, and you
vote simply because of party affiliation
and not because of ACTION, you once
again become slaves. Someone who has
been silenced and chained to despair.
You are back on the plantation.
Your voice is no longer your own.

For too long, the black vote has
come to be expected, not earned, by
one political party.
You can look across this country
and see the inequities that face black
communities, despite the loyalty we
have consistently shown at the ballot
box overwhelmingly to one particular
party.
Education, unemployment, criminal
justice, all of these systems disproportionately shows blacks at a disadvantage.
Look no further than the school failure factories here in St. Petersburg.
Every single one was located in a district that was predominantly black.
Until we get serious about issues affecting our community, no one else will.
When it comes to the issue of Israel
and the Jewish people, Democrat, Republican or Independent go out the window.
Until black people get just as serious, and when I say serious, I mean
with the vote, change will never come.
Your black community “leaders”
who are telling you to vote “blue no
matter who” will continue to get their
million-dollar appropriations from the
legislature while you can’t get a minimum wage job.
They will continue to get their backroom deals for plans that don’t work,
while you try to put food on the table for
your child.
But when you look around in your
community and still see businesses
closing, gentrification, no grocery
store, no affordable housing and your
children being over policed and undereducated, ask yourselves this:
Was it worth voting the alphabet,
and not your interests in a nonpartisan
race?
Leslie Wimes is founder and president of
Women on the Move and the Democratic
African American Women Caucus,
www.daawc.com. Her columns are regularly
carried on www.Sunshinestatenews.com.
Follow Leslie on Twitter: @womenonthemove1.

Reparations and justice for the
three black teens murdered by
Pinellas Sheriff’s Department
Dear Editor:
The murder of Dejarae Thomas, 16, Jimmie
Goshey, 14 and Keontae
Brown, 16, by the Sheriff’s Department Aug. 6 in
Palm Harbor is another
reason WHY reparations
to the black community is
the ONLY WAY we are
ever going to move forward as a city.
When looking at the
coverage of what happened yesterday in Palm
Harbor, it is impossible to
deny the echoes of the
March 31, 2016, statesanctioned lynching of
Dominique
Battle,
Ashaunti Butler and
La’Niyah Miller by the
murderous gang known
as the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Department.
Three black teenagers
in 2016; three black
teenagers Sunday morning. In the case of the
three girls, 15 and 16
years old; in the case of
the three boys whose
lives were violently cut
short, as young as 14.
In the case of the three
girls, the weapon of
choice was death by
drowning. In the case of
the three boys, the
weapon of choice was
death by fire.
The role of the white
media, without missing a
beat, was identical in this
case as it was in the grisly
murder by drowning that
these cold-blooded killers
carried out last year.
Within hours of their
deaths, Gualtieri held a
press conference, and before we even knew their
names, or saw their faces,
we were told that these
three teenaged boys, had
“extremely
extensive
criminal
records.”
Gualtieri, with the emotionless, blank stare of a
serial killer, uttered these
words with full confidence
that we, especially white
people, would automatically accept his explanation. Without a shred of
evidence, he informed us
that every burglary committed in the area as of
late was directly attributable to the three boys
whose bodies had just
hours
earlier
been
dragged from a vehicle
consumed in fire.
And then, like clockwork, we get the “stolen
car” line, the now-familiar
refrain of the Pinellas
County department of
sadists, and its supplicant
mouthpiece in the form of
the Tampa Bay Times.
Stolen car. Stolen car.
Stolen car. And we, white
people, are supposed to
nod our heads and go,
“Good, glad they could retrieve that car.” Never
mind the grieving families. Never mind trauma
for a whole community.
Never mind the fact that
you cannot charge dead
people with crimes and
never mind the fact that
car theft is not a capital offense. Never mind evidence. We are just
supposed to go along with
the underlying assumption of Gualtieri and the
media that a damn car is
more valuable than a
human life, as long as that
life belonged to a black
teenager.
I don’t care if they
stole an entire car lot because the truth is that
black children and the
black community are the
real victims of theft and violence. It is they who have
seen their futures, neighborhoods and families

stolen from them by the
ravages of gentrification
and predatory economic
and social policies.
Because we know that
if those three boys had
been white, the Sheriff’s
Department would have
hell to pay. And we would
not be hearing about their
supposed
criminal
records, we would be
hearing about how they
were troubled, depressed
youth, loners, with a
rough childhood.
Well, I am here as a
member of the Uhuru Solidarity Movement and as
a candidate for mayor, and
therefore, as an assumed
spokesperson for this entire city, when I say that
we reject this offensive
double standard.
The Tampa Bay Times
is not the voice of the people of this city, and the
white nationalist vomit
that comprises the comments section of their
website does not speak
for us either. No vehicle,
no private property is
more
valuable
than
human life.
In the 1950s, as far as
the law was concerned,
and as far as the white
media was concerned, to
accuse a black teenager of
whistling at a white
woman was sufficient
enough to brutally kidnap, mutilate, murder him
and discard his body into
a river, like what they did
to Emmett Till.
Before the consolidation of the contemporary
police state, the entity
which played the role of
the oppressive, colonial
enforcer of the oppression
of black people were
bands of vigilantes derived from the general
white population. In other
words, it was white people.
It was regular white
people who unleashed a
virtual hurricane of violence against African people in this country for
over a hundred years, to
maintain our position on
the pedestal of slavery
and genocide that nourished our children and
guaranteed us a future.
The vigilante white
lynch mob of the early
1900s has been replaced
by a more official organization. It has been replaced by the police. It
has been replaced by the
sheriff’s department.
As a white person, and
as a candidate to become
our next mayor, I have a
responsibility to declare
my disunity with the state
sanctioned lynchings of
black youth, to express
my outrage and my fury.
Any other candidate
for mayor, including the
current Mayor Rick Kriseman and the former Rick
Baker, who stays quiet on
this matter is exposing
themselves as conspirators in Gualtieri’s rampage of terror against
black children. And that’s
because they ARE.
We cannot move forward as a city, we cannot

unite as a city, we cannot
claim the title of a progressive city until we address and resolve the
rotten core of our social
system that is the oppression of the black community
This is why we must
embrace an optimistic
public policy of reparations versus a pessimistic
public policy of police containment and murder
That is the way forward. This is why black
community control of the
police makes sense. The
right of the black community to hire, fire, train and
discipline the police who
operate in their communities.
This is why we need to
bring back the policy that
was once in effect years
ago in this city after the
rebellions of 1996, which
prohibited the Sheriff’s
Department from operating within the city limits of
St. Petersburg, resulting
in an unprecedented
eight-year stretch where
not a single black person
was murdered by the police
It was Rick Baker who
got rid of this policy. We
must bring back this policy. We want the Sheriff’s
Department to get the
hell out of St. Petersburg.
We cannot allow them to
kill black children with
impunity in our city.
Finally, as the mayor
of this city, I will do everything in my power to ensure that Bob Gualtieri,
Howard Skaggs and the
other deputies involved in
these murders are fired,
and then arrested, prosecuted, and jailed.
These are murderers.
These are killers who
prey on children. And
there’s going to be a
change of management in
city government after this
election. We have a zerotolerance policy for coldblooded
murderers
marauding the streets of
our city, preying on black
children and teenagers.
So we’re putting you
on notice, Gualtieri. Your
days as a free man are
numbered. You will experience a measure of the
pain that you have caused
to so many black families. And you cannot
count on the absolute
complicity of the white
population any longer.
Because we are uniting with the black community. We are uniting
through reparations. Justice and reparations for
the families of Dejarae
Thomas, Jimmie Goshey,
and Keontae Brown, Dominique Battle, Ashaunti
Butler, LaNiyah Miller,
Javon Dawson, Marquell
McCullough,
Jarrell
Walker, Alton Witchard,
TyRon Lewis, and to the
entire black community.
Vote Jesse Nevel for
Mayor and Eritha Akile
Cainion for District 6 City
Council on Aug. 29.
Jesse Nevel,
Candidate for Mayor of
St. Petersburg
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Edifyd Praisers bid farewell
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –The
husband and wife team
known of Edifyd Praisers
threw a party at the Enoch
Davis Center last month for
friends and family to bid
farewell after nine years of
sharing their gifts in the
mime/dance ministry.
“Our first destination is
Hawaii,” said DeVaughn
Ashley, half of the husband
and wife-miming duo.
He and his wife, Jackie,
have plans to eventually
travel to other locations
around the world. He hopes

to continue working as a
nurse’s aide in each overseas
location.
“We really look forward
to it,” said Ashley.
Jackie and DeVaughn
met at Dixie Hollins High
School and have been married for nine years. Both
come from a family of pastors. Jackie’s mom is Pastor
Dorothy Everett at Hope
Ministries in St. Petersburg
and her father, Walter
Everett, was a gospel singer
with the group Spiritual Consolators before passing in
2004.
Devaughn’s father is also
a minister, the Rev. James

Ashley of Total Agape
Church in Warner Robins,
Ga.
Members of Bethel
Community Baptist Church,
Jackie and DeVaughn were
also members of the
church’s mime group called
“Extreme Praise.”
Close to 100 people came
out to enjoy the going away
celebration that featured performances by the hosting dynamic duo themselves,
Ashley Mitchell, Andria
“Rene,” XTREME Praises,
Emjay Meraki and others.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Jackie and DeVaughn Ashley

Veterans get it done on time!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Having served in the
United States Army for 10
years as a military police
officer, Ada McFarley,
owner of Never Late Property Cleaning, knows the
value and quality of an
army veteran. With the intense training one receives in the armed
forces, veterans often
have impeccable skills and
an unyielding work ethic.
McFarley’s army training prepared her to spend
eight years on the St. Petersburg Police Department. Her experience in
law enforcement taught
her to have a keen eye for
details, so when her company needed to add more
efficient and effective
workers, she reflected

back on her experiences.
Never Late Property
Cleaning is a property
cleaning service that specializes in exceptional
cleaning solutions to commercial offices and corporate facilities. They are
family-owned and operated with over 30 years of
experience in the Tampa
Bay area.
McFarley didn’t know
exactly who she was looking for, but she would
know them once she
found them. She went to
the Enoch Davis Center
and shared with the locals
that she was looking for a
few army veterans. Not
long afterwards she was
introduced to Kerry Murphy.
“I can’t say enough
about Kerry. He has great
leadership skills, accountability, a team player and

he has time management
skills,” stated McFarley.
Murphy is a decorated
army veteran who he is
going back to school. McFarley couldn’t stop
singing his praises, saying
that he has taken the company to a new level.
Murphy spent four and
a half years in the army as
an airborne soldier, signal
support specialist. He did
a one-year tour in
Afghanistan and was stationed in Alaska for three
and a half years. Since
then, he has done two
years of technical work
with government contracting.
Working for McFarley
for the 30-day probationary period, he implemented practices with
scheduling and systems
that have made the company more efficient.

Murphy then introduced McFarley to his
high school friend Gary
Gainer, who served two
years in the army stationed at Ft. Steward in
Georgia. He worked in the
field of signal communication and was honorably
discharged. He’s currently a student at St. Petersburg College studying
computer science.
The two both attended
Gibbs High School and
played together as stars
on the varsity football
team before going into
the army. There they
learned the value of hard
work.
“We had a new football
coach, Yusuf Shakir, now
the head football coach at
Manatee High School. He
showed us how to play
football,” said Gainer. “He
instilled in us how to be

Kerry Murphy

Gary Gainer

dedicated to something
and showed us how to
show determination. He
taught us to work hard
and that there are rewards
that come with your effort
and putting in the time.
Playing for Coach Shakir
really helped to mold me
to be who I am today.”
Together Murphy and

Gainer brought an impregnable work ethic and
new energy to Never Late
Cleaning. It pleases McFarley that these two veterans are disciplined,
independent, professional
and, of course, never late.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Food Is Medicine expands reach
to Campbell Park

Elder Johnnie Lee Williams called
to final rest

BY MOLLY HUNSINGER

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
Food Is Medicine, a nationally-recognized program
that provides health education, screenings and food
access for communities
deemed as food deserts,
expands its reach to the
Campbell Park neighborhood in St. Petersburg this
month.
More than 144,000 people in Pinellas County (including 25% of the youth
population) are food insecure or lack consistent access to food, according to
Feeding Tampa Bay. Food
Is Medicine not only includes a component designed to improve food
access, it provides guidance and tools that enable
participants to make more
informed decisions about
their diet.
Rev. Canon Katie
Churchwell, Canon for
Community Formation at
The Cathedral Church of
Saint Peter and community
organizer for Food Is Medicine said the program empowers people to make the
best choices they can using
the resources they have.
“They may not have the
choice to go and only shop
organic which can be really
expensive,” Churchwell
said, but “nonorganic tomatoes are better for you than
canned tomatoes, and
canned tomatoes are better
for you than potato chips.”
There are many food
deserts in St. Petersburg,
but Churchwell said she
led the charge to bring the
program here because
“neighborhoods
like

Campbell Park need real
transformation.”
When Churchwell first
came to town last year, she
reached out to all five
schools profiled in, “Failure
Factories,” the Pulitzer
Prize winning, five-part,
multi-media series published by the Tampa Bay
Times in 2015 about failing
schools in Pinellas County.
“The unintended impact of that title on the staff
and students of those
schools is really awful,”
Churchwell said.
Campbell Park Elementary School, the
largest of the five schools
profiled, responded to
Churchwell’s call and a
partnership began that’s resulted in cake walks,
adopted classrooms, and
donations of holiday gifts,
school supplies and food
for the students at Campbell Park Elementary.
Churchwell feels it’s
her role as a priest to use
the authority and privilege
of her position to help correct imbalances.
“For me, it’s a justice
issue that people don’t have
access to food,” Churchwell said recalling the bible
story of Jesus feeding the
5,000. “He fed them really
good food,” she said, not
“condensed cream of celery that somebody didn’t
want that’s expired.”
The program, which is
free to SNAP eligible parents, is organized into sixweek cycles of two-hour
education sessions offered
once a week. Participants
are given groceries and a
$10 voucher for Gulfport
Produce at each education
session they attend. A

health screening is administered at the beginning
and end of each cycle to
monitor their progress.
The first series, “Cooking Matters for Families,”
kicks-off Wednesday, Aug.
16 at the Campbell Park
Recreation Center.
Food Is Medicine was
created in 2015 by Florida
Hospital, Carrollwood. The
program has served more
than 1,700 individuals,
whose outcomes have far
exceeded the initial goal of
decreasing blood sugar levels in 20 percent of participants.
According to Food Is
Medicine program data, 46
percent of program participants lowered their blood
sugar levels and 52 percent
lowered their BMI. These
health improvements are
attributed to increased access to healthy foods and
behavior changes related
to food selection, preparation and consumption.
The first year of the program in Pinellas County is
being funded by a grant obtained by The Cathedral
Church of Saint Peter, who
is producing the program
in partnership with the University of Florida IFAS Extension Family Nutrition
Program, the City of St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation Department, Healthy
St. Pete and Baycare
Health System. As the program develops further, it
will take on more partners
to be announced.
For more information
visit spcathedral.com/foodismedicine. For program
registration information
call (727) 582-2104 or email
njensen@ufl.edu.

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Growing up in the Highland Oaks neighborhood
on 23rd Street South, the
children, especially the
young boys, all had the
encounter with “Mr.
Johnny.” He was one of
the “neighborhood dads”
who encouraged you to
work harder and strive
further.
He encouraged the
boys to be courteous to
the girls and the girls to
carry themselves like
young ladies. He imparted principles while
raking leaves in the front
yard or in the back alley
during the intermission of
a street football game.
Williams had a way of
talking to you that let you
know that he cared and
that the message was
from his heart. He was
impactful and instilled accountability to young men
who were prone to error.
On Friday, Aug. 4,
Williams was called home
to his final rest.
“He was truly a man of
God who always delivered
the perfect mix of discipline and love,” said Derrick
Williams,
the
younger of two sons. “My
dad was a father to the
world in every sense with
his time, efforts, Godly
advice and love. I have
witnessed in my 53 years
a true marriage what the
Lord intended a union to
be, undying love and sacrifice. All of his children
are college educated and
that was important to him.
He was truly an example
of what a man should be.”
Williams, a man of
commitment, worked 21
years for the Department
of Transportation. He also
served two years in the
United States Army. At
church, he was an elder at
Southside
Tabernacle
Baptist Church and one of
the church leaders.
Along with serving on
the elder’s board, he was
the Sunday school superintendent, worked with
the youth, was on the finance board, the benevolent committee and other
ministries throughout the
years.
He showed love to
men like his beloved godson, Gregory Patterson,
who stood by his side
when he was needed.
Williams’ leadership skills
were impeccable and his
personality made him well

Elder Johnnie Lee Williams
received.
“Elder Williams was
someone who you could
talk to. He took the time
to talk and to listen,” said
Ruby Aires, a longtime
church member and family friend for nearly 50
years. “Seemly, he always
had the right answer and
gave wise Godly counsel.
He was magnetic to
young people. You know
that he was amazing because his sons still spent
time with him. When you
left his presence after talking with him, you were
not the same.”
Williams and his wife
Margaret moved into the
neighborhood in 1962. To
their union were two
boys, Johnny, Jr. and Derrick. He also has a daughter from a previous
relationship, Sharon Morgan, who resides in Atlanta.
He had the privilege of
watching his children
grow from infants to
adults who cared for their
own families. Williams attended baby christenings,
dance recitals, baseball
games, high school and
college graduations all
while imparting words of
wisdom that left lasting
impressions.
“My father was a devout man in his relationship with the Lord, family
and community. The one
word that best describes
him is ‘consistent.’” stated
Johnny, Jr.
He said his father was
consistent in his beliefs
and he stood for what was
right. Williams had no
problem standing against
wrong. Johnny, Jr. could
not recall a single mo-

Rubie Aires
ment in his life where he
witnessed his father take
a drink, smoke or be violent.
“Dad was upstanding
and we’ve heard that from
a lot of people. He absolutely loved my mom
and would do anything for
her. He was everything
that you could expect in a
father. He made a difference in people.”
His final words were a
testament to his faith and
character. As he was laying in the family room
with his wife and eldest
son, he began to let out a
shout: “Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord! Talk the
talk and walk the walk.”
That was how he lived!
A wake service for
Johnnie Lee Williams is
scheduled for Friday,
Aug. 11 at 6 p.m. at Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church, 3647 18th Ave. S.
The funeral service will
be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 12 also at the
church.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

         

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
Molding our youth as champions
for the future
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Last
Friday, the City of St. Petersburg hosted an event celebrating this year’s Not My
Son campaign, a grassroots
community intervention initiative that focuses on reducing
violence
among
African-American youth.
Attendees received updates about the first year of
the Cohort of Champions
(COC), a program focused
on improving educational
and economic outcomes for
African-American males
ages 12-24.
Also announced were
new programs under the
My Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper initiative (MBSK),
including a Youth Program
Development Grant funding opportunity for nonprofit organizations serving
at-risk youth in St. Petersburg.
The COC committee
and participating community organization leaders
met in front of the Enoch
Davis Community Center to
celebrate the inaugural year
of wrap-around programs
and services aimed at developing African-American
boys and girls as future leaders by exposing them to
positive role models, academic enrichment and job
readiness skills training.
“This is what we need to
do to save our kids,” said
former City Council Chair
Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman.
“Why should we need to
bring anybody in to save our
kids? These are our kids!”
Wheeler-Bowman personally felt the tragic sting of
gun violence when her son
Cabretti “Brady” Brown and
his best friend were murdered in Sept. 2008.
She joined up with the
Not My Son initiative last

year to help educate parents
and divert young people
from street violence. Several
organizations started joining the effort that has now
led to a holistic development
of services that will be supported by grants from the
city.
Pastor Shurrea Daniels
from Kingdom Restoration
compared an eerie biblical
account to what could happen to St. Pete’s youth if
nothing were to be done immediately.
“Mark 3:37 says that if
the enemy can bind up our
strong men, then the
enemy has devoured our
homes,” said Daniels.
She urged the crowd to
get out into the community
and “increase the peace and
stop the violence.”
“Any great entity has to
build from the top down and
from the bottom up,” said
Kenny Irby, the Community
Intervention Director for the
City of St. Pete.
Irby is responsible for
overseeing and reporting
the success of Not My Son,
MBSK and the COC.
“These are groups—
not-for-profits and faithbased organizations —
whose job it is to improve
the education, workforce
participation and the enrichment of our at-risk children,”
said Mayor Rick Kriseman.
In addition, Kriseman
emphasized that community efforts to work with
young African-American
women in south St. Pete has
gotten underway through a
job skills training program
called “Just Be You.”
The Just Be You Conference last month involved
133 middle school girls from
summer parks and recreation programs. It was a
chance for these young
women to have fun but also
learn about using social

BCDI celebrates a year of success
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

media wisely, personal
branding and physical and
mental health.
To date, the MBSK and
COC have fostered partner
relationships with Arts Conservatory for Teens, St. Petersburg College and
Pinellas Ex-Offenders Reentry Coalition.
In the ensuing months
ahead, the city hopes to
bring even more community organizations on board
to enhance chances of success for the youth.
The evening’s activities
culminated with the formation of six teams that canvassed the neighborhood
surrounding the recreation
center. Rev. J C. Pritchett II
of Faith Church prayed over
the activity before the teams
ventured out to post yard
signs and get signatures of
community supporters who
pledged to contribute by
helping to stop or report violent juvenile crimes.
For more information
about the “Not My Son” and
other preventative community programs for youth,
Rev. J. C. Pritchett II can be
reached at (727) 337-9850.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Black Child Development Institute (BCDI) of
the Greater Tampa Bay
Chapter held its end of the
year celebration for July 28
at the Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church.
The organization received its charter last year
from the National Black
Child Development Institute, which is dedicated to
the success and well being
of African American children across the country.
Terry K. Bradley of
Hillsborough County Public
Schools,
Head
Start
presided and Mayor Rick
Kriseman was on hand to
praise the efforts of the
BCDI.
“I want to congratulate
you all for a year’s worth of
good, important and necessary work,” Kriseman said.
“And as you celebrate the
accomplishments of your
first year, I ask you to remember this: the path to
improving the lives of our
children is one that never
ends.”
Louis A. Finney, Jr.,
president of the Greater
Tampa Bay BCDI, talked
about the importance of
closing the achievement
gap when it comes to black
students in both Pinellas

and Hillsborough and noted
the progress that the BCDI
has made in the last year.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
senior pastor of the Greater
Mt. Zion AME Church said
in his keynote speech that
there is “an all-out assault
on education.”
“Education has a twotiered problem, in my opinion,” the pastor said.
“Personal responsibility—
parents—and public health.
Both of them have, in some
cases, detrimental effects to
the end product of education.”
Evoking the biblical
book of Lamentations,
where “with their own
hands
compassionate
women have cooked their
own children,” Williams
drew a parallel with modern families and urged parents these days to “stop
eating their children” by always making time for them.
He condemned the habits
these days of many parents
letting their children tune
out the world by burying
their heads in electronic devices.
“We need time to show
these children what reality
really is!” he said.
Parents must have concern for their children, he
attested, asking rhetorically,
“Are your children a burden
or blessing to you?” Preparing them for the future is

also crucial, as is willing to
make sacrifices for them.
Rev. Williams condemned the “selfish” actions of some parents who
are “unwilling to wait in
the line at the bus stop or at
the school, so you come an
hour early to grab the kid
early, so the kid misses the
last hour of school because
you don’t want to be inconvenienced!”
Finney, Jr. underscored
that the BCDI is focused
not only on early learning
but on health and wellness,
family engagement, literacy
and child welfare, and acknowledged the help of
people from the school districts, sheriff’s department,
both Tampa and St. Pete
campuses of the University
of South Florida, St. Petersburg College, the Juvenile
Welfare Board and various
nonprofits and churches.
The organization received a health grant for
about $18,000, used toward fitness programs for
black children primarily in
south St. Pete. It also hosted
the NBCDI’s conference in
Orlando, featuring such notable keynote speakers as
poet Nikki Giovanni, attorney Benjamin Crump and
activist and author Marc Lamont Hill.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

Peterborough Apartments
Affordable Senior Housing
Spacious 1BR High Rise Apts.
Income Based Rents
On Busline, Next to Senior Center

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

Call us at (727) 823-5145
440 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696



55+ Community
Now Accepting Applications
Palm Lake Village Apartments
Dunedin, Florida (727) 733-8880
www.pinellashousing.com
• One story remodeled garden style apartments with lanai
• Close to shopping centers & beaches
• New Community Center with library and computers
• Sparkling Pool with accessible ramp
• Small pets welcome
• 1 bedroom non-remodeled $510/remodeled $635
• 2 bedroom non-remodeled $610/remodeled $735
• Security Deposits start at $300





Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

55+ Community
Now Accepting Applications
Crystal Lakes Manor Apartments
Pinellas Park, FL (727) 522-2074
www.pinellashousing.com
• One story apartments with open layouts
• Near Parkside Mall & Super Wal-Mart
• Small pets welcome
• Peaceful lakeside setting with park benches
• 1 bedroom $500
• 2 bedroom $545
• Security Deposits start at $250

Assisted Living Facility
Magnolia Gardens
3800 62nd Avenue N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33781
(727) 489-6440
www.magnoliagardensassistedliving.com
• Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments with no community fees
• Includes 3 restaurant style meals daily with 2 snacks
• 24-hour staff
• Therapy Center, Library, Chapel, Beauty Salon
• Small pets welcome
• All private apartments
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COMMUNITY NEWS
No summer learning lost
READING , from front page

mer. They partnered with
the Police Athletic League of
St. Pete and transported the
kids to various locations
where they could take part
in Winning Reading Boost
before the school year officially began.
The program is 36 steps
long, and it is the same number of steps whether it is
done in the summer or over
the school year. Once the
students go through the entire program, Fix stated,
they can read any word by
breaking it apart and sounding it out.
“It’s an approach that
they don’t always get in the
schools,” she said. “There is
no memorization of words;
the parents don’t have to
give them flash cards. They
can sound out any word.”
Due to lack of funding
and budget cuts, Winning
Reading Boost will not be at
any of the Pinellas County
schools for the upcoming

year, but the program is currently looking at churches
or community centers as
possible locations to continue to help kids with their
reading.
“We are hoping to build
on this success that we’ve
experienced,” Fix asserted,
“and I don’t think it will stop
because I think there’s
enough of an interest and
enough success that eventually it will be picked up by
another outside funding
source.”
Sue Dickson, author of
Winning Reading Boost, has
been writing programs for
schools since 1972. She had
a younger brother who
struggled with reading, she
recalled, and this made her
determined to find a way to
“where everybody could get
it.”
“I had a minor in music,”
Dickson explained. “I played
the guitar, ukulele, piano
and I sang with the kids all

the time, and I noticed that if
they learned it in song, they
had it for life!”
Dickson was working
with the Lastinger Center at
the University of Florida
when the “failure factories”
articles appeared.
“We realized, immediately, that we needed to help
right here,” she said, adding
that she wrote special programs for children here in
the third, fourth and fifth
grade who were behind on
their reading skills.
She believes that too few
schools are looking into programs that are researchbased and maintains it is
“criminal” to employ reading methods and programs
that are new but not proven.
Kristen Katzel, a coach
for Winning Reading Boost
and also a teacher, is new to
the program and enthusiastic about its positive effects
on the students. She said the
program stresses the foun-

dations of reading that the
children have either forgotten or were never really
taught.
“You can sit down with
kids and they look at the alphabet and they’re just so
used to [singing] A, B, C, D,
E, F, G, but okay, let’s really
get down to the nuts and
bolts of it,” Katzel said. “Do
you know the sounds that ‘A’
makes? ‘A’ makes a few different sounds. Every vowel
in the alphabet makes two
different sounds, long and
short.”
Katzel affirms that the
skills of all the children she
has worked with in the Winning Reading Boost program have noticeably
improved, in pronunciation
and comprehension.
“I would say across the
board they’ve all made
gains,” she said.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Sue Dickson with Terrell
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Lizzie Donald: 100 years young
100, from front page

He also revealed that
grits were an upstart meal
back when she was a little
girl.
“Could you image no
fish and grits, no shrimp
and grits, no eggs and
grits? Come on now.”
She married James
Donald in the early 1930s
and they eventually moved
to Tampa in 1962 with the
family in tow. Settling
down in St. Pete, the family
joined Greater Mt. Zion
AME. She raised her three
girls up in that church and
still attends to this day.
“In the early days when
we were young we had to
walk to church,” said
daughter Deloris GreenFoster. “That was just part
of our teaching and our
raising.”
Mrs. Lizzie was a hard
worker who always held
down a job and took care of

her husband and children.
“She rose early to
make sure she had lunch
and breakfast prepared for
her husband, went to
work,
wash
clothes,
cleaned the house, prepared dinner all in the
same day, and did it the
next,” said Green.
“She has always cared
about people; done the
best that she could for people and she tried to raise us
right,” said her oldest
daughter
Jacquelyn
Wilcher.
What hungry grandchild doesn’t have a food
story about their grandmother? Certainly not
Green, for Mrs. Lizzie is
known for her pineapple
cake, or P-cake as the family refers to it.
“Every
Christmas,
each time I sink my teeth
into that cake, it’s on the

money,” Green said.
“Other family members
have tried to replicate the
cake, but it’s not the
same.”
Green said his grandmother was consistent and
disciplined. How else
could she grow up and
raise a family in Jim Crow
America, live through six
generations and still have
the strength to bake?
Born during the socalled GI generation, Mr.
Lizzie grew up without
radio, television or even a
refrigerator.
“Their depression was
the great one, their war
was the big one, their
poverty was the legendary
‘happy days’ and they
saved the world and built
the country,” said Green,
who revealed that Mrs.
Lizzie’s husband helped
build bridges all over the

L-R, Deloris Green-Foster, Lizzie Donald, Dora Cummings,
Francis Scott and Jacquelyn Wilcher
United States including the
first Skyway Bridge.
Mrs. Lizzie “used it up,
fixed it up, made it up or
did without.”
“I’ve seen her save
wrapping paper from
Christmas gifts. Paper

plates were not thrown
away; you could wash
them and use them again,”
laughed Green.
Rep. Charlie Crist, Senator Darryl Rouson,
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Rep. Wengay Newton,

Chief of Police Anthony
Holloway, Watson Haynes
from the Pinellas County
Urban League and all of
the Pinellas County Commissioners sent their gratitude and congratulations.

Roderick Green

Quantis, left, and Tyarielle Patterson

  

 

 



    



        



  

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

HOME LOANS

HANDCRAFTED
F O R YO U R L I F E .
Finding the right mortgage is key to getting in your new home
faster. Our local bankers are here to help with expert service, fast
approvals and great rates. Contact USAmeriBank to discuss
how our handcrafted mortgage solutions can work for you.

usameribank.com | 1-844-935-3631
NMLS ID 456668 | Member FDIC |
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Diversity in the schools
PRINCIPALS, from front page

schools will increase,”
said Ford.
The Bridging the Gap
Plan has seven components that promise the acceleration
of
African-American graduation rates by 1.8 percent

greater or faster than the
rest of the district in order
to close the gap. If the
plan is successful, the
achievement gap between
black and white students
will be eliminated within
10 years.

Part of the plan includes a personalized
learning strategy to best
meet the needs of individual students, a district
commitment to restorative disciplinary practices,
a culturally relevant cur-

riculum and a targeted
plan to recruit and hire a
diverse teaching staff.
Having a record number of well-equipped
African-American principals in the mix will give a
cultural, educational and

community spirit boost towards higher levels of
success for students of
color.
“I will work until my
last breath to ensure all
students have what resources they need to

achieve success in our
schools,” said Grego to
the 12 principals and assistant principals present.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
It’s not too late to get that summer Pinellas hosts two Global Latch On
body!
events
BY SHANGO NTOYAMBAA

BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN

Contributor

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
This time of year is the
greatest time to get the summer body you’ve always
wanted. Living in Florida,
we have the luxury of warm
weather year round, which
gives us the opportunity to
strut our hard work all the
time.
Working out has to become a habit!
According
to
Fitwatch.com, not only does
working out burn fat, build
muscle strength, increase
metabolism and keep our
hearts healthy, it also helps
us to fight off many diseases
and illnesses.
There are many studies
that have been done indicating that exercise helps us to
increase our immune systems, which is so important
during the winter months.
In fact, just maintaining regular, moderate exercise can
offer us protection against
colds and flu.
Not only is it not too late
for you to train for your summer body, but you will also
be preparing your body for
the incoming flu season.
The best time to hit the
gym is after the summer
time rush and before the
holiday season. The gym is
not as full as it would be at
the beginning of the year, so
getting your whole workout
in will not be difficult.
The ideal summer time
body is a flat stomach, muscle with divination and the
stamina. When you work
out and train correctly, you
will gain those benefits. Your
skin will look and feels a lot
younger, your clothes will fit
you better and your joints
and bones will hurt a lot
less.
Exercise is the true
fountain of youth and when
combined with a proper
diet, the sky is the limit.
When you’re on your fitness journey, you have to really figure out who you are

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mothers and babies
bonded at the Global Big
Latch On breastfeeding
event held at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC)
last Friday morning and at
Girls Inc. in Pinellas Park
on Saturday. The latter
corresponded with simultaneous events all over the
world.
Women’s Health Action initiated the Big Latch
On in New Zealand in
2005. The event was held
in two countries at 147 locations in its first year. By
2013, the program participation had grown to 28
countries, 845 locations
with 14,536 latched on babies simultaneously.
Both Pinellas County
events saw 27 mothers
and 28 babies participate.
Behind the number of participants are the benefits
of breastfeeding.
“The first two years
are incredibly critical for
an infant,” said Florida Department of Health’s
Samantha Staley speaking
at the PTC event.
“What breastfeeding
does is it actually sets the
bacterial pattern in the
gut,” said Staley. “That
bacterial pattern sets the
stage for a lifetime of outcomes. So what that

and what works best for
you. Now when you eat for
your summer body, you
have to first find out what
your body type is.
• Ectomorphs are the
body type that is the most
resistant to weight gain because of a fast metabolism.
You tend to be long limbed
and not particularly muscular. You can be “skinny fat,”
meaning you’re a relatively
low weight and/or small
size yet still has high body
fat.
• Mesomorphs can
lose and gain weight easily,
is able to build muscle
quickly and usual- ally
boasts an upright posture.
This body type tends to
have a long torso and short
limbs.
• Endomorphs are the
body types that are most
likely to feel like they drew
the short straw. Endomorphs naturally tend to
have curvy, fuller figures and
struggle to keep their bodyfat percentage in check.
Now that you have your
body type, you can form
your diet around how you
live. Now don’t get fearful
when I say the word “diet.”
You can make anything into
a diet, so instead of that dirty
four-letter word, we’ll call it
meal planning, which is simply making meals or eating
the right foods at the right
times.
When it comes to the
working out, your body
safety is key. To avoid injury,
you must have the correct
form and don’t forget
stretching before each

workout.
Everything that pertains
to working out, or anything
you want in life, takes planning. Do not go to the gym
without a good idea of what
you want to do. Your workout should have a balance of
body weight exercise, resistance and flexibility training.
That way you balance out
your bodies proportionally.
You want to be strong and
flexible at the same time.
Good thing you have
your own community gym
that will provide you all of
your fitness needs. The All
Peoples TyRon Lewis Community Gym is the gym of
the people where we also
provide free HIV and Hepatitis C testing.
You shouldn’t have to
leave your own community
to get healthy. There is also
a massage therapist available at the wellness center
operated Lola Banae of LBL
Holistic Health and Wellness. Along with massages,
she also provides nutrition
and chakra alignment.
There is no other place
where you can get one on
one attention and advice for
no extra cost. This gym is a
staple in the community and
has been for the last 16
years.
The All Peoples TyRon
Lewis Community Gym is
located at 1327 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. St. S in St.
Petersburg.
Operating
hours are Monday – Friday
5 a.m. to noon, and then
from 4-8 p.m.
Call us for more information at 727-824-5670.

Want to lower your Medicare costs?
Many seniors and individuals with disabilities
enrolled in Medicare contact agencies for assistance because they are
having financial problems. They might ask for
help applying for SNAP
(formerly known as Food
Stamps) and they receive
help with that Food Assistance program.
However as the old
saying goes that is “only
part of the story.” Many
if not all of these same
clients
qualify
for
Medicare
subsidies
through the Medicare
Savings Program (MSP),
which can save the client
over $104.00 per month
(Medicare Part B premium) and more (over
$1,200 dollars a year increase in their social security retirement check).
Applying for extra
help or the Low Income
Subsidy Program (LIS)
will lower the co-pay at
the pharmacy because
we know seniors and individuals with disabilities
struggle to pay for medications. This LIS/extra
help benefit is estimated
to be a $4,000 a year benefit.
Given that, we find
that many folks just don’t
ask. They simply only
ask for food assistance.
Many do not also apply
for medically needy
share of cost and can lose
their home due to Medical/hospital bills. Let’s
expand the help they receive!
To help these individuals, aged 60 and older
apply for benefits that will

save them money, making contact with the
Statewide Area Agency
on Aging Helpline is the
first step. By calling 1800-963-5337, they will be
connected to the Area
Agency on Aging in their
county of residence and
assisted with the application process, free of
charge.
Our Serving the
Health Insurance Needs
of the Elderly (SHINE)
Volunteers are ready to
assist! They also might
learn of other valuable
programs that can help
them live independently
for as long as possible.
A financial assistance
example
The SHINE Program
was able to assist a married couple in their 70s,

struggling with finances
and in the process of
planning for their 50year-old son’s future due
to his developmental disability. SHINE was able
to enroll this couple with
low-income and limited
assets into two Medicare
subsidies.
The Low Income Subsidy (LIS) helped with
the medication cost savings and the Medicare
Savings Plan (MSP),
placed the Part B premium back into this couple’s monthly social
security check. This couple ended up saving approximately
$6,000
annually.
Brought to you by the
Area Agency on Aging of
Pasco-Pinellas, Inc.

means is if a child is not
breastfed, their risks of
having diabetes, having
obesity and having different kinds of cancer is
going to be much greater
if they’re not breast fed.”
Lakeisha Murphy Ferrer is a mother who participated in the Big Latch On
at Girls Inc. in Pinellas
Park. She was thrilled to
express why she breastfeeds her infant.
“My mom breast fed
us, and she kinda let us
self-wean,” said Ferrer,
who shared another personal detail related to
breastfeeding. “I remember being a happy, healthy
baby, and I really wanted
to do the same for him…
My favorite moments
were holding him and letting him eat and just feeling like a mom.”
Ferrer also liked the
positive research that tied
breastfeeding
to
a
stronger immune system.
“It’s the best happy
meal out there,” said
Danielle Van Dyke of
Pinellas Park.
“It’s healthy and it’s
free and readily availableyou don’t have to prepare
any bottles,” said participant Samantha Haines.
Le Lecha League
leader of Pinellas County
Wanda Daniels said she
started coming to the
league meetings when she
had her son 16 years ago.

She not only learned
about breastfeeding but
also became one of the organization leaders in the
annual event.
“The Le Leche League
was founded 60 years ago
in Illinois by a group of
moms who wanted to
breast feed their babies in
a time where breast feeding was not very much
supported,” said Daniels.
She said that doctors
were the first to disagree
with breast feeding by saying that the man made formula was better than
breast milk, “which was
later proven to not be
true.” As a result, the Le
Leche League expanded
across the United States
and around the world, according to Daniels.
Le Leche currently
holds monthly meetings,
takes phone calls related
to breastfeeding and encourages breast feeding
for as long as the moms
and babies want.
For more information
about Le Leche, please
call 727-75LECHE email
them
at
www.tinyurl.com/PinellasLLL.
To contact the Florida
Health Department about
future
events
email
Samantha.Staley@flhealth.gov.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

 
 
 
  
 






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.






Victory Christian Center Church
 


  





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
 
10:30 a.m.
   









 
 
 
 
 

  







 



Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015







Call: 727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 

  
 







 

 

   






CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF August at the Ship
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 7:45 am or 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to
be for these Real time.
Saturday, August 12, 2017
from 9:00 am – 11 am – Please
join the Pinellas County
Emergency Management &
Friendship for a Hurricane
Preparedness PresentationCome and find out how you
can be better prepared.
Wednesday, August 16,
2017 at 7:00 pm – Fellowshipping with Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church, Dr. G. Gregg
Murray, Pastor, 3700 22nd Avenue South, Second Sunday
Ushers, the Adult Mass Choir
and Male Chorus to serve.
Please plan now to attend.
7TH ANNUAL FAMILY
& FRIENDS CELEBRATION

AUGUST 17-23, 2017
REUNION
CHOIR
WORKSHOP – FAMILY &
FRIENDS WORSHIP SERVICE AND
THREE (3) – NIGHT
REVIVAL
“God's Amazing Love For
Family & Friends with HUGS
– John 15:12-15
Our Guest Clinician for
the Music Workshop
Minister Corey Edwards,
Abyssinia Missionary Baptist
Church-Jacksonville, FL
Our Three (3) Revivalists
are – August 21-23, 2017 at
7:00 pm - Nightly:
Pastor Robert J. Evans,
Mt. Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church - Akron, OH
Pastor Delores Franklin,
Salvation & Praise Worship
Center - Indianapolis IN
Minister J. Ruth Harris,
The House of the Lord Akron, OH
NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONVENTION, USA, INC.
137TH ANNUAL SES-

SION HELD WITH THE
CHURCHES IN CINCINNATI, OHIO, SEPTEMBER
4-8, 2017
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Office: 727-906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

A Sacred Jesus - Luke 22:44
Death is the unknown. We often fear
what we have never experienced. Like most
people, Jesus Christ was afraid of death. Although he had raised others from the dead
like Lazarus and Jarius’ daughter, he had not
experienced death personally. In his spirit,
he knew the power and promise of resurrection but in his humanity, he was afraid.
Jesus said, “The spirit is willing but the
flesh is weak (Matthew 26:41).” When he
looked into the cup and saw death, he prayed
to avoid his fear rather than to face it. “Let
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I
will but thy will be done (Matthew 26:39).”
Jesus Christ knew the only way to overcome his fear was through prayer. He called
for the support of his disciples to pray with
him. He kept praying the same prayer over
and over again until he was free from his
fear. Jesus Christ overcame his fear of death,
not on the cross, but in the Garden of Gethsamane. By the time he was crucified, he

was empowered through prayer to be our
Wayshower even in the midst of transition.
Through his resurrection from the dead,
he not only conquered death but he also
took the sting out of death for all humanity.
We can now transition from abundant life to
eternal life without fear. “O death where is
your sting. O grave where is your victory (I
Corinthians 15:55)?”
I remembered how afraid I was when I
first moved to St. Petersburg three years
ago. Although I knew that God called me to
this city and to the Unity Temple of Truth
Church, I was scared because I had never
lived outside of Baltimore. Through the
power of prayer, I followed Jesus’ example
and the fear left. Now, St. Petersburg is my
new home and I AM grateful for the holistic
growth of our church.
Reflection Question: How does Jesus
Christ’s example empower you to overcome
any fears that you may have?

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.

Events for August
Aug 13 - St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church 86th
Anniversary Kickoff Service
during the 10:45 am Worship
Service. Theme: “A Committed People Serving a Faithful
God” –Psalms 90: 1-2
South Florida Progressive Baptist Association Deaconess Ministry “Shoe Box”
Mission Project (Matthew
25: 35-40) -4:00 p.m. at St.
Mark M. B. Church.
Aug 20 - Right hand of
fellowship for new members
at the conclusion of the
10:45a.m. morning service.
Aug 27 - 86th Church Anniversary-Pre anniversary
Service with guest Church,
First Baptist Institutional
Church (Reverend Wayne G.

Thompson, Pastor). Time
4:00 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.

Galilee MBC
Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church, 505 –
35th St. S, St. Petersburg,
FL 33711. Telephone:
(727) 327-3186 or 3276957. Reverend Earnest
Jones, Pastor
You are cordially invited to attend Galilee
Missionary
Baptist
Church 2017 Unity Day
Services on August 19
and August 20, 2017.

Youth services will be
observed on Saturday
evening August 19th at
6:00 p.m. The speaker
will be Minister Anthony
Miffin of St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church –
St. Petersburg.
Services for Sunday
August 20th will begin
with Sunday School at
9:30 a.m. with guest
teachers and guest super-

intendent.
The guest
speaker for the 11:50 a.m.
worship service will be
Dr. Julius Wynn, Pastor of
Highland
Missionary
Baptist Church of Tampa,
Florida. Please come and
share in these services at
Galilee. The church is located at 505 – 35th Street
South, Reverend Earnest
Jones, Pastor.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Stubborn poverty in Midtown
Dear Editor:
The Tampa Bay
Times published an article in last Sunday’s paper
about the stubborn
poverty in Midtown that
the city could not make
go away. The article was
one of the more intellectually dishonest articles
that the Times have written concerning Midtown.
I say that it was intellectually dishonest because it starts off with
the premise that the city
has “steered” over $200
million to Midtown over
the last 18 years and had
not made a dent in the
poverty levels.
There was no mention of the major recession that took place
between 2008 and 2010
that devastated Midtown.
During that period of
time, home values went
from an average of
$65,000 to less than
$25,000. Many people
lost their homes because
of the subprime mortgages, which opened the
door to investors who
swooped in and purchased these properties
for a little as 20 cents on
the dollar.
There was no mention that the Obama administration gave the
City of St. Pete several
million dollars to help
with the housing crisis.
Although a few homes
were purchased, most of
the money was used to
acquire houses, which
were torn down and the
land was land banked.
Land banking is the practice
of
aggregating
parcels of land for future
sale or development.
This actually led to a reduction of residents in
Midtown.
A closer analysis of
that $200 million indicates that almost half of
the money was spent on
the “failure factories” that
the school board built in
Midtown. Those schools
were built with very little
utilization of labor by
Midtown residents.
It is exceedingly difficult to understand how
$100 million spent on
projects that were built
by people from outside
the community that retained virtually all of the
economic benefits could
be considered a poverty
reduction process for
Midtown.

Forty million was
spent on the job core facility. Again, another
project that was built by
people outside of the
community that retained
all of the economic benefits.
Then the article
mentioned substantial
purchases of land some
of which is to be utilized
for Commerce Park and
some of which was used
for the Midtown Plaza.
Until something is built
on the land to create jobs,
the mere acquisition of
land does not create economic development or
poverty reduction.
The shopping center
did create over 150 jobs.
Those jobs went away for
several reasons, but nevertheless, they are gone.
Including the money
spent on the shopping
center, it would be a very
fair guess, that less than
$25 million was spent on
economic development
in Midtown over the 18
year period mentioned in
the article, particularly
projects that were designed to reduce poverty.
That would amount to
about $1.5 million per
year. Spending an average of $1.5 million per
year on an area the size
of Midtown to reduce
poverty is like giving Tic
Tacs to a whale to kill bad
breath.
It would also be a fair
guess that over that same
period, over a billion and
a half dollars was spent in
downtown St. Petersburg
alone on projects that
would actually be considered economic development projects.
Although the article
asked the question, it
never provided an answer as to why poverty
was so stubborn in Midtown. These are my best
guesses. I say guesses
because they are as good
as the guesses quoted in
the article.
1. Totally inadequate funding. Serious
funds have to be committed to a serious problem.
2. Changing plans
and administrations.
Every new administration that comes in wants
to put their spin on
things. Whatever the
previous administration
has done must be rejected out of hand. As a
result, there is no sus-

Why I endorse Eritha Akile Cainion for District 6 City Council and
Jesse Nevel for Mayor
BY OMALI YESHITELA

tained effort over any
sustained period of time.
The process restarts
with every new administration. The problems in
Midtown took a long time
to build up and needs a
long term sustained effort to correct.
3. Lack of adequate
planning. Just like in
the article, people and administrators are being
asked what they think
the problem is. The
truth is if they knew the
answers, the problems
would have been solved a
long time ago.
Seat of the pants
analysis and hunches
have gotten us where we
are now. How about a
complete empirical analysis that identifies the
challenges, develops concrete plans and solutions
and the provision of adequate staff and other resources to accomplish
them?
4. Lack of engagement by all of the
stakeholders. Ask any
business trying to operate in Midtown what
their most serious issue
is and they will tell you
that aside of inadequate
capital, is lack of support
by the community.
Midtown does not
support the local businesses sufficiently for
them to prosper. While a
lack of funds is often
cited as the problem, lack
of desire is just as big of
a problem. There may be
very good reasons for
this lack of support. At
the end of the day, this
problem has to be mitigated if Midtown is ever
going to prosper.
All of the stakeholders: the residents, the
businesses, the city government, the religious
community, the neighborhood associations, the
sororities and fraternities
has a role to play and
need to be called upon to
perform.
Larry Newsome

      

I endorse the campaigns of Eritha Akile
Cainion and Jesse Nevel
for District 6 City Council
seat and mayor respectively.
They are members of
the “Uhuru Movement.”
Akile is the bold, responsible 20-year-old black
woman who is the chairwoman of the “Justice for
the Three Drowned Black
Girls” committee.
She has brought international attention to the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department March 31,
2016, murder-by-drowning
of
15-year-old
Ashaunti Butler and
La’Niya Miller and 16year-old Dominique Battle.
Jesse Nevel is the 27year-old white man who is
the Chair of the Uhuru
Solidarity Movement, an
international organization
that works under the leadership of the black community for reparations,
payback to our people for
the hundreds of years of
slavery, economic exploitation and political oppression that we continue
to experience even today.
However, my reason
for endorsing these candidates is not only because
of their participation in
the Uhuru Movement.
Jim and Brooke Anderson are also endorsing
these candidates. The Andersons quit their posts as
secretary and treasurer of
the St. Petersburg Democratic Party in order to
work for the election of
Eritha Akile Cainion and
Jesse Nevel.
Rose and Jeff Roby
and Jeremy Writt are
members of the Green
Party. Rose Roby is the cochair of the Pinellas
County
organization.
They all support Eritha
Akile Cainion and Jesse
Nevel for our next city
council
representative
and mayor.
Most people support
Eritha Akile Cainion and
Jesse Nevel for reasons
beyond their affiliation
with the Uhuru Movement.
Most people support
Akile and Jesse for the
same reasons that I have
endorsed them: It is because of their courageous
stand against the cruel
system of greed, corruption and big money that is
destroying all the neighborhoods of St. Petersburg, starting with the
black community that is

fast disappearing before
our very eyes.
Former Mayor Rick
Baker is the architect of
the gentrification process
that is currently devouring the black community.
It was Baker that renamed the black community “Midtown,” to justify
his plan to expand “Downtown” from the waterfront
in the east to 34th Street
in the west.
The “Baker Plan” that
he authored is intended to
make St. Petersburg
white from the waterfront
to 34th Street. This is a
gentrification plan that is
happening under the
cover of “diversity,” revitalization and integration.
Rick Kriseman, the
current mayor, and other
big money candidate has
adopted the Baker Plan as
his own and, with the support of his chosen black
“leaders,” has taken gentrification of our community to new heights.
The Baker Plan under
Krisemen’s leadership is
responsible for the expansion of high rises and condominiums that overrun
the skyline of St. Petersburg and contributed to
the over taxation of the
sewage treatment capacity of the city, releasing
more than 200 million gallons of raw sewage into
the water, starting with
the black community.
I endorse Akile Cainion and Jesse Nevel because they are continuing
the fight for justice and
the black community that
I started as a young man
back when I was known
as Joe Waller and ripped
the insulting 8 X10 foot
mural from the wall of city
hall that depicted black
people as ape-like caricatures.
I endorse Akile and
Jesse because they have
bold ideas, the kind of
ideas that are needed in
today’s world if our children are to know a future.
Jesse is from a Jewish
family. The oppression of
the Jews has been recognized by the world and
Germany has had to pay
reparations to the Jews for
the crimes committed
against them in Europe.
He has joined with
Akile in demanding reparations for black people
for the crimes committed
against black people in
the U.S. and in this city
where a holocaust museum has been established just a few blocks
from a city hall that only
provides gentrification

and police repression for
our people.
I endorse Akile Cainion and Jesse Nevel because they are the only
candidates demanding a
public policy of economic
development specific to
the black community and
an end to the public policy
of police containment of
our people.
Akile Cainion and
Jesse Nevel have boldly
demanded the return of
the 85 acres of land extorted from our community with a promise to
create light industry for
jobs and was used instead
to put a baseball dome,
even before the city had
acquired a baseball team.
With the return of this
land that led to that destruction of more than
100 black-owned businesses and displaced 800
families, we will be able to
create businesses and
real, dignified jobs and decent housing that will take
the pressure off the housing market, reducing
housing prices for every
neighborhood in the city.
The big money people
who run this city through
stooges and mouthpieces
like the two Ricks have no
respect for our community or our leaders. They
think they can continue to
successfully use black
faces to lead us to our destruction.
I support Eritha Akile
Cainion for City Council
and Jesse Nevel for mayor
because those days are
over when white power
can use black faces to mislead us.
There is a new generation of courageous young
black people who are prepared to step to the forefront and continue the
struggle started years ago
and there is also a new
generation of whites who
are willing to follow a noncompromising revolutionary stand for justice.
These are radical
times that demand radical
solutions and real blackwhite unity through reparations to the black
community.

