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A TALE OF TWO PIERS

DO YOU KERRY ABOUT LOCAL MUSIC?

THINKING ABOUT STUDYING ABROAD?

St. Petersburg’s latest construction project will bring a
totally redesigned pier to the waterfront. The addition
will cost at least $66 million and open in early 2019.

Local singer-songwriter Kerry Courtney is a man
of gripping emotion. Read the story behind how
he came to find his sound as a solo musician.

The opportunity to travel to a foreign country to
study is invaluable. Indhira Suero shares her stories
and what she learned during her visit to Spain.
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St. Pete Women’s March draws crowd of 20,000
Patio
Tuesdays
coming soon
to promote
commuter
engagement
By Alyssa Coburn
agcoburn@mail.usf.edu

F

or many commuter students, their college experience can be summed up
as – Get to class and go home.
Because well, life is busy.
The University Student Center
is working to fix this by welcoming more commuters into student
life with a new daytime event.
It’s called Patio Tuesdays, and it
takes place on the last Tuesday of
every month from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
outside the Student Life Center.
Similar to Harbor Market, an
on-campus biweekly market,
Patio Tuesdays allows student
organizations, USF St. Petersburg
departments and local vendors
a closer connection with the
student body. Patio Tuesdays is a
free event and offers things like
music, activities and games.
Unlike Harbor Market, which
can have 10-12 tables, Patio
Tuesday features a more intimate
1-3 tables, allowing student organizations an opportunity to better showcase themselves, recruit
and hand out information.
Melissa Cloutier is a junior
psychology major, commuter and
transfer student from Keiser University. Cloutier said her transfer
orientation offered little information about clubs and student life.
Cloutier did notice that there
were clubs and events, but they
met in the evening, and Cloutier
was often already back home.
When she saw Harbor Market
for the first time, she didn’t see
tables for student organizations,
just vendors.
“If there’s only a handful of
tables, it’s a lot easier to go from
one to the other without feeling
overwhelmed,” said Cloutier.
Luckily, Cloutier was introduced to Big Sisters of Psychology and has become more active
and present on campus thanks to
her involvement.
Omar Garcia, a graduate assistant and the coordinator of Patio
Tuesdays, wanted a smaller and
more open venue so that stuSee “Patio Tuesday,” P3
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Women’s March: Tens of thousands walk St. Petersburg streets to protest for Women’s rights. The demonstration set the record for the largest
protest in city history.

By Whitney Elfstrom
welfstrom@mail.usf.edu

O

ver 20,000 women and
men came together to
flood the streets of St. Petersburg on Saturday in solidarity
for women’s rights.
Among the sea of women
and men is Lauren Conzelman,
20-year-old USF St. Petersburg student, who stood out in her vibrant

lavender “Rosie the Riveter” shirt.
“I’m marching not only for
women’s rights, but for everyone’s rights, for anyone who
feels oppressed and wants their
voice to be heard,” she said.
Protesters led a peaceful march
to send a message to President
Trump illustrating their concerns
surrounding women’s rights. The
demonstration marks the largest
in the city’s history.

At the heart of the operation
is Suzanne Benton, 81, who
organized the St. Petersburg
chapter of the march. Benton is
no stranger to activism, she has
been an outspoken feminist for
decades. In fact, she was among
the 50,000 women who marched
down Fifth Avenue in New York
City during the Women’s Strike
for Equality on Aug. 26, 1970.
Forty-seven years later, Benton

is still marching as an advocate.
“There are no such things as
great obstacles,” she said. “There
are just issues that must be dealt
with and one by one as they
came up we dealt with them.”
When the organizing group
first met on Dec. 13, they originally thought only 200-300 people would march through downtown, but little did they know
See “Women’s March,” P4

Lynn Pippenger Hall officially opens with ribbon-cutting ceremony

DEVIN RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

Snip Snip: Prominent members of the community, donors and university officials cut the ribbon for the opening Lynn Pippenger Hall, the new college of
business building. The ribbon cutting ceremony was held on Monday, Jan. 17.
THE CROW’S NEST IS THE WEEKLY STUDENT NEWSPAPER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG.
ALL CONTENT IN THE PUBLICATION IS PRODUCED BY USFSP
STUDENTS. SINGLE COPIES FREE.

Got News? We’ll Cover It.

Contact Us: email usfcrowsnest@gmail.com office (727) 873-4113
@USFCrowsNest
@CrowsNestStPete
@USFCrowsNest

2 NEWS

JANUARY 23, 2017

THE CROW’S NEST

The latest on St. Petersburg’s newest attraction: How near is the Pier?
By Ryan Callihan
ryancallihan@mail.usf.edu

T

he Pier has been a staple
of St. Petersburg for over
125 years, but the city
has a history of recreating the
icon every now and again.
Most recently, an inverted
pyramid-style pier sat at the end
of Second Avenue NE. Constructed in 1973 and demolished
in 2015, the city now hopes
to replace the attraction with
something more imaginative.
A redesigned pier is one of
the many projects Mayor Rick
Kriseman took on shortly after
being elected in 2014. However, development has been met
with heavy criticism from those
who believe the city’s money
would be better put to use elsewhere, such as the city’s aging
sewer system.
“Bond laws and regulations
require the city to spend the
proceeds of tax-exempt debt
issues on the projects described
in the offering statement,” said
Kriseman. “In simple language,
it means that we bonded to
build a pier, we have to use the
money to build a pier.”
If the city were to back out
from its agreement with the
bond holders and not follow
through with the $66 million
dollar project, it would cost the
city $35 million, with no pier
to show for it.
“It’s estimated that it would

cost the city $35 million to not
have a pier, which, to me, makes
no sense,” argued Kriseman.
The mayor also stated that
it is impossible to negotiate
the terms of the bond with the
bondholders. Kriseman equated the scenario to taking out a
mortgage on a home and then
asking the bank if you could
spend $50,000 of that money
on a new car.
Despite the legal and contractual obligations on the loaned
money, opponents of the new
pier have criticized Kriseman
for allowing the price of the
project to continue to rise.
As it stands, $46 million
would pay for the pier alone.
An extra $20 million would be
applied to the pier approach
area, but Kriseman hopes to
improve on the overall product.
In December, Kriseman
lobbied City Council for
another $14 million to expand
on features included in the pier
design. Kriseman says this is
the last expansion he would
ask for, though he has yet to
formally announce his request
to Pinellas County.
This money would come
from tax increment financing
funds that were set aside for
2014’s failed Greenlight Pinellas transportation system and
would go toward the gateway
plaza, a water recreation area,
a family-friendly shaded plaza
and public art.
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Pier to Pier: The $66 million dollar addition to the St. Petersburg waterfront is expected to look like this
render. Mayor Rick Kriseman has inquired about an additional $14 million to enhance the current design.

Kriseman has said that the
expansions aren’t necessary and
that he would be content opening
the pier as planned. He says the
most important part of the project to him is creating a space for
all St. Petersburg residents.
“It’s the right thing to do. It’s a
part of our history. It’s a place for
everyone in our city to gather.”
Pilings for the new pier are
expected to be put down in May.
Kriseman remained firm in
his recent 2016 State of the
Economy presentation.
“We’re going have a pier,”
Kriseman said in December.
“We are going to build a pier.”

The design for the new pier,
finalized early 2016, is called
the Pier District. Construction
is slated for completion by
the end of 2018, with a grand
opening in early 2019.
Plans include a 3,065 foot
stretch of development made
up of two parts: the pier and an
approach that links the pier to
the downtown area.
The new pier will retain the
multi-level observation deck
overlooking the water, as well
as bars, seating terraces, a
lawn, a tram stop and restaurants. Kriseman says that there
will not be as many restaurants

as there were previously.
The pier approach will consist of various activity areas
such as a gateway plaza that
will mark the beginning of the
new space. The plaza will be
followed closely by a market
space for small outdoor shops.
Other pier approach features
include picnic and park areas
on the eastern side of the peninsular stretch near Spa Beach.
Existing plans also include
restaurants and boat docks on
the western side.
Information from the Tampa
Bay Times and NewStPetePier.
com was used in this article.

Trump’s inauguration marked by boycotts, protests and low attendance
By Luke Cross
lukecross@mail.usf.edu

J

an. 20 marked the day
when Donald Trump
traded in the title of President-elect for leader of the free
world. Much like his campaign,
Trump’s inauguration was
atypical in every respect.
The 45th presidential inauguration was record-breaking in
its funding: Trump’s inaugural
committee raised north of $90
million in private donations,
more than both of former President Barack Obama’s committees combined.
With the estimated $110
million in tax contributions, the
overall price tag of the inauguration was not unusual for first
term presidents.
The event posted unusually
low attendance numbers. The
presidential oath is traditionally
taken on the steps of the Capitol Building and followed with
a parade down Pennsylvania
Avenue, but the evening ceremonies were lacking compared
to past inaugurations.
Donald and Melania Trump
plan to make appearances at
only three official balls, whereas
Obama attended ten at the commencement of his first term.
The parade also experienced
major changes. Steve Ray, a
D.C. based freelance announcer
and Trump campaign volunteer
replaced Charlie Brotman, who
announced every inaugural parade
since Eisenhower’s second term.
Celebrity guests and performances were also missing. A list

of celebrities who declined attendance included A-listers such
as Elton John, Celine Dion,
KISS, Mötley Crüe and Ice T.
Stars were not the only
boycotters of Trump’s inauguration: at least 60 House
Democrats did not attend the
ceremonies, a trend sparked by
the recent Twitter feud between
the President-elect and Congressman John Lewis.
Lewis, the respected civil
rights icon told NBC that he
doesn’t see Trump as a “legitimate” leader in light of
the Russian interference in
the election, and will not be
attending the inauguration
ceremonies.
“You cannot be at home with
something that you feel that is
wrong,” Lewis said.
By the following day Trump
had fired back on Congressman
Lewis, tweeting that he was
“all talk, talk, talk - no action
or results. Sad.”
Many other Democrats
followed Lewis in the wake of
Trump’s backlash, including
Florida Representatives Alcee
Hastings and Darren Soto.
“I am deeply disappointed
with Trump’s attacks against
civil rights hero John Lewis
and will not be attending the
inauguration as a result,” Soto
told WFTV 9.
The resulting Democratic
absence is not unprecedented,
however. Lewis, among others,
did not attend President George
W. Bush’s inauguration.
Trump has publicly responded to the missing legislators by

stating that the empty seats will
instead be given to the public.
As for the drought of prospective celebrities, he spoke on his
plans to keep the ceremonies
simple and close to home.
“I don’t want the celebrities,
I want the people, and we have
the biggest celebrities in the
world there,” Trump said in
an interview with Fox News,
weeks before the event.
General attendance followed
suit with an estimated 800,000
to 1,000,000 guests, compared
to Obama’s first inaugural attendance total of 1.8 million.
A large portion of the guests
that poured into the capitol on
inauguration day were protestors attending one of the many
displays of defiance throughout the city.
The National Parks Service
gave 27 groups a permit for
protesting, alongside dozens of
informal public displays.
The largest planned protest was the Women’s March,
where 500,000 people come
together in the streets of D.C.
on Jan. 21 to show the new
administration that women’s
rights are human rights.
Women’s March also held
affiliate demonstrations in
other major U.S. cities such
as New York, Boston and St.
Petersburg.
Another major protest was
#Trump420 held by DCMJ, a
marijuana legalization group.
Four minutes and twenty
seconds into Trump’s inaugural address, the demonstration
attendees simultaneously lit the

COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL GUARD

Historic Weekend: The National Mall filled with spectators who watched
as Trump took the presidential oath and became the 45th president.

4,200 provided joints in support of cannabis legalization.
A number of large protests
were held outside of D.C. as
well, including Bridge Together Golden Gate, which
aimed to “create a human
bridge of togetherness,”
as well as Seattle’s Resist
Trump: Occupy Inauguration.
St. Petersburg hosted a number of public demonstrations.
Activists and public speakers gathered to display their
political dissatisfaction at The
People’s Inauguration, held at
Williams Park Jan. 20.
Much of the dissatisfaction
was also apparent in recent
polls: a Gallup poll released
two weeks before inauguration shows Trump with a 51

percent disapproval rating
before entering office and 44
percent approval.
The same poll noted that
these numbers were historically
low, with Obama, Bush and
Clinton having 12, 25 and 18
percent dissatisfaction before
entering office, respectively.
After two terms of a Democratic Oval Office, the country
has endured an astoundingly
polarizing election and now has
the most controversial President in decades.
With Republicans holding
the majority in the Senate,
the House and the presidency,
this is the first time the United
States has had a unified government since President George
W. Bush’s office.
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Patio Tuesday Continued from P1
dents could really connect with
one another.
“Patio Tuesday is a daytime
program for commuter students,” said Garcia.
Garcia specifically chose the
location outside of the SLC so
that both commuter and residential students could easily see
the event and stop by.
“We want to see this program take off,” said Garcia. “It
not only develops the community but the students who are a

part of it,” he added.
Garcia also wants to make
sure that the vendors at Patio
Tuesdays will be something the
students will enjoy. He’s been
looking for local merchants
or restaurants that may spark
student interest.
“The city is your campus as
well. You just don’t know what
it has to offer until you see it for
yourself,” said Garcia.
Before finals, students can
look forward to a special Patio

Tuesday called Treat Yourself
Tuesday.
Treat Yourself Tuesday encourages students to unwind
and refresh before finals. Last
semester students could stop by
and collect goodie bags filled
with water bottles, energy bars
and information slips with
study sessions schedules.
In the future, Garcia would
love pay further homage to
“Parks and Recreation” by incorporating things like a pony

petting zoo for Treat Yourself
Tuesday.
According to Garcia, his
relationship with the students
is both rewarding and crucial
for organizing these events.
He utilizes student feedback
and recommendations to make
improvements.
Garcia said he openly welcome student theme suggestions and ideas for Patio Tuesday. Additionally, departments
that would like to collaborate or

take part in the monthly program are encouraged to contact
Garcia.
“Stop by and visit me at the
USC,” said Garcia.
Student organizations interested in participating don’t have
to pay to be featured in Patio
Tuesdays.

Patio Tuesday Dates:
1/31 2/28
3/28 4/25

Review: “Fences” explores family and race in midcentury America
By Timothy Fanning
tfanning@mail.usf.edu

A

ugust Wilson’s “Fences”
is a fierce and moving
play turned film that
honors the men and women
that people never talk about: the
people that were invisible.
In an industry dominated by
superhero and white entrepreneur biographical dramas, Denzel Washington, who directs and
stars in the film, gives a revival
of playwright August Wilson’s
1987 Pulitzer Prize-winning
screenplay, “Fences”. This film
is about a working-class black
family in the 1950’s, focused on
father Troy Maxson, played by
Washington, and his wife, Rose,
played by Viola Davis.
“Fences” is part of a 10
play series that explores the
African-American experience
in every decade of the 20th
century. Previous attempts to
adapt the play for the screen
failed, partly due to Wilson’s
insistence on utilizing an African-American director.
Washington has since made
it his mission to adapt all of

the Pittsburgh Cycle plays
into film. Washington not
only produced and directed
this adaptation, but he also
revitalized his 2010 broadway
role of the compelling and
complex Troy Maxson.
As Troy sees it, nothing
about his life makes a difference. And he talks about it any
chance he gets. Whether it’s in
his backyard hogging a bottle
of gin, or on the job hauling
garbage, he never stops talking.
Troy is first seen as a hardworking, strong-willed father
who wants to provide for his
family. He’s funny, a great
storyteller, and the embodiment
of masculinity. He was once a
Negro League baseball star who
aged out a generation before
Jackie Robinson became the first
African-American Major League
player. Feeling wronged, Troy
isn’t inclined to let anyone else
enjoy the success denied to him.
That includes his teenage son,
Cory, played by Jovan Adepo,
who has an interview scheduled
with a college football recruiter.
In this Civil Rights era family drama, Washington takes a
modest approach to directing.
He uses wide shot cinema-

tography with limited scene
cutting that leaves the effect of
live theater. The long dialogue
filled scenes provide opportunities for each character to shed
light on the real nature of Troy.
There is a moment in the
film where Troy’s selfishness
is revealed after Rose learns of
his affair. Viola Davis delivers a
tearful, scalding, nose-running
monologue that, for a few shattering moments, drags the fallout
of what Rose had to give up in
her life to stay with her husband.
Combining elements of stage
and film, “Fences” bridges the
gap between the two art forms
and brings theater to the next
generation. Students unfamiliar
with the art of live drama will
love the continuity of the sets
and the feeling that they are a
part of the conversation.
In the beginning, for instance,
Troy and his friend Jim Bono
are joined by his wife Rose in a
scene that depicts a typical Friday afternoon in Philadelphia.
The unchanging setting paired
with witty banter makes the
viewer believe they are seeing
live actors on a stage.
“Fences” is the kind of film that
shapes us as human beings. It is a

COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Building Fences: Troy Maxson, played by Denzel Washington, and Rose Maxson played by Viola Davis, recreate the Pulitzer-winning play by August Wilson.

story that crosses cultural, racial,
and generational boundaries. It
gives us a glimpse into the past
and sheds away the dry lessons
of our history books by striking
us sober with the realities of race
and class struggle, all while going
deep into familial relationships.
Communication and friction
between father and son are big
themes throughout this film,

themes to which students, no matter their age, can relate.
By giving ourselves a twohour break in our busy lives to
watch “Fences,” we can return
to our classrooms, no matter
the academic discipline, with
more feeling in our hearts.
The Crow’s Nest rates movies
between one and five stars, with
five stars being the highest possible score.

Review: The Flaming Lips look to keep spark alive with new album

By Jonah Hinebaugh
jonahh@mail.usf.edu

F

ollowing their free experimental project with Miley
Cyrus, The Flaming Lips
released “Oczy Mlody,” meaning
“eyes of the young” in Polish.
It features a heavy electronic
influence that bridges the brusqueness that began with “Embryonic”
in 2009 and the whimsical tones of
“Miley Cyrus & Her Dead Petz”
released in 2015.
“Oczy Mlody” begins with an
instrumental title track with complex layered synths and electronic
drums that give the song a light,
fluttery mood and paves the way
for the following track “How??.”
“How??” creates a nostalgic
and dreamy world where frontman
Wayne Coyne laments “I tried to
tell you, but I don’t know how.”
Coyne attributes this lyric as the
most powerful line of the song

because people often struggle to
find appropriate words to express
something all-encompassing and
meaningful. The style of this track
as a stream of conscious thought
makes it seem like the listener is
reliving an old memory.
“There Should Be Unicorns”
odes to the album title. Coyne sings
about wanting unicorns with purple
eyes as if he were a young child
trying to plan a birthday party,
while not old enough to understand that unicorns don’t exist. His
childlike requests are paired with a
low-frequency bass beat and contrasted against high-pitched bells.
The following song, “Sunrise
(Eyes of the Young)” turns a drastic
180, focusing on the acceptance of
death and the beauty of existing. It
is almost as if Coyne awoke from
a dream about his past and is now
looking into the future. However,
the chorus is unpolished and it kills
the momentum of the verses.
“Nigdy Nie (Never No)” gives
us a taste of all the influences on
this 12 track album. It begins with
a finger snapping hip-hop beat,
then Coyne croons over a repeating
bass drum and sonar like synth.
Soon after, as harsher synths are
added, the song lends itself to its
electronic counterpart. Overall,
it shows listeners what they’re
getting themselves into with this
wistful and carefree album.
In an interview, Coyne said the

track “Listening to the Frogs with
Demon Eyes” was influenced by
a night when Coyne and his dog
listened to frogs croak outside by
a creek. This song displays the
weakness of this album. Listeners
are met with drawn out guitar jangle and drum machines that makes
it feel like you’re wading through
thick muck that doesn’t add much
to the album as a whole. Despite the shining moments of this
neo-psychedelic tape, songs like
this make it hard to wait without
getting bored and turning it off.
The best track on this album is
“Castle” which Coyne made after a
friend had committed suicide. With
a drum line that keeps the song
moving forward, it immediately
grabs and keeps the attention of
listeners. Lyrics like “She was lost
in the invisible war, Fighting in the
battle, Her love is still buried there
in the ruins of the castle,” expose
the raw emotion Coyne was feeling
at the time. The performance rings
genuine as he copes with the awful
situation of losing a friend.
As a whole, the fairy tale fantasia vibe of “Oczy Mlody” fits well
with a band that created a whole
album about karate fighting robots. The hypnotic and whimsical
tone is more serious on the tape
as if someone turned a children’s
book into a drama. While certain
parts can leave the listener bored
to death, there are a few times

where this album definitely shines,
making it worth a listen.
The use of synths and other electronic instruments matches their
experimental and psychedelic discography. Coyne and company do
a great job of creating atmospheric
settings. The playful lyricism contrasts well with the moody beats,

creating a solid album overall,
though it would’ve been nice to see
more polished versions of “Listening to the Frogs with Demon Eyes”
and “Galaxy I Sink.”
The Crow’s Nest rates albums
between one and five stars, with
five stars being the highest possible score.

COURTESY OF JAY JANNER

Going Bear-y Crazy: During a performance at the Austin City Limits
Music Festival in 2010 singer Wayne Coyne sits on the shoulders of a bear.
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Women’s March: 20,000 people walked St. Petersburg streets to protest for Women’s rights. The demonstration set the record for the largest protest in city history. The protestors began in Demens Landing Park and marched down Beach Drive. Mayor Rick Kriseman announced that Jan. 21 will be known as Women’s Rights day in St. Petersburg.

know that thousands would
join, hand in hand, come Jan.
21. Benton felt it was important to bring the women’s
march to St. Petersburg for
those who were not able to
make it to Washington D.C.
“St. Petersburg is a hip
town,” Benton joked, “but now
we see it’s a progressive town.”
Protesters gathered at
Demens Landing Park before
marching. The ambiance
that filled the air was one of
love, hope and determination.
Signs lined the streets with
quotes that read “don’t normalize misogyny” and “the
glass ceiling isn’t going to
shatter itself,” among others.
The event opened with an
hourlong block of speeches
encouraging marchers to get
out and fight for what they
believe in, even after the
march is over.

In the true spirit of the
Women’s March, the protest
was inclusive; all religions,
sexual orientations, races, genders and ages were
welcome to join in making
history. Shortly before the
march kicked off, Erik Polin,
a 15-year-old white male, was
waving his sign proudly for
all to see. It read “my generation does not support misogyny and racism.”
“I come from a school full
of Trump supporters where so
many people don’t care,” said
Polin, he paused for a moment, “and I care.” Polin also
touched on the importance
of women’s healthcare. He
believes that women should
have the choice regarding
matters of their own body.
When the marchers lined
up at 1 p.m., “nasty females”
and “bad hombres” began to

march along Beach Drive.
Protesters were originally
asked to stay out of the roads
due to the city’s insurance
policies, but that request was
bypassed as the thousands of
activists peacefully took over
the street. Protesters were
warned there was a chance of
anti-protestors that would be
lined up and ready to engage
in an argument. The warning
was unfounded as only one
Trump supporter showed.
Instead of hate, marchers were met with words of
encouragement from those
standing on the sidelines.
Some held signs imploring
the marchers to move forward, others waved from
rooftop bars, but the bystanders that stood out the most
were a group of young men
sitting in a tree along Beach
Drive, engaging the marchers

in a chant of “women’s rights
are human rights.” This was
one of the many chants that
the protesters hollered in
solidarity.
“Love, not hate, makes
America great” and “Washington, hear our call, women’s rights protect us all”
were two other chants heard
throughout the procession.
When the march finished,
many marchers headed back
to Demens Landing where
empowering music blasted
and tents with information
about how to engage in local
activism were set up. Some
opted to hang out in the grass
and soak in the energy of the
day.
Among them was Dick
Scanlon, 68, and his wife
Mary Scanlon who chose to
celebrate Dick’s birthday by
traveling to St. Petersburg

and attending the march.
“My biggest thing is that
I’m really upset Trump is
president,” Scanlon said.
“Women’s issues is a big part
of that and I’m in solidarity
with [women on that].” Scanlon also noted that he resents
Trump’s constant attacks on
the media and anybody who
opposes him in anyway.
Scanlon was not the only
one to celebrate a birthday on
Saturday. Benton also chose
to ring in her 81st birthday
with a message of love and
determination. Benton explained that not only was it
her birthday, but Mayor Rick
Kriseman would also declared
it as Women’s Rights Day in
St. Petersburg.
“I’ve had many best days,”
Benton said, “this is one of
them.”

By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu

P

eter Pan told Wendy
that she could get
to Neverland if she
followed “the second star to the right,
and straight on till morning.”
It’s a place where the lost
boys choose to never grow
up. It’s also the name of Kerry
Courtney’s indie-rock group,
Goodnight Neverland.
Courtney came up with the
name during a time of self-discovery after his mother passed in
2010 when he was 19 years old.
“For me, Neverland represents the place where you go
and never age and everything
stays the same,” Courtney
said. “In your life, the people
who have died or have left you
in a bad way, on bad terms-It’s a point that you can return
where everything is okay and
it’s a cycle living in that. Everyone is still alive, everyone
is still existing.
“It’s also an illusion, it’s not
necessarily a good thing. It’s
that idea, it’s something you’ll
never get back.”
It was inevitable for the lost
boys, Courtney (center above)
and his two bandmates, brothers Jeremy (right) who played
drums and Jordan (left) on
bass Tellone to grow up.
Now, Courtney is working
on his first solo project away
from Neverland.
Courtney has shoulder
length brunette hair, piercing
green eyes and a thick mustache attached to a bristling
beard. The 26-year-old artist
sports a v-neck and short
jeans with the legs cut. While
playing, Courtney’s intoxicated by the energy on stage. Offstage, he’s quick to hug fans
and tell jokes.
Over the past few years,
Goodnight Neverland opened
for Vance Joy, Switchfoot
and Tides of Man. They book
shows across the Tampa Bay

area and have toured throughout the U.S. and Europe.
Courtney met his bandmates when they were around
10 years old while attending
Countryside Christian Center,
a large, non-denominational
church based in Clearwater.
Courtney’s father served as a
pastor and the three children
would practice in the choir
room after Sunday service.
Kim and John Courtney,
Kerry’s parents, were devout
Christians, and they homeschooled him and his four
siblings Kelsey, Hanna, River
and Isabella. Courtney was
born in Princeton, New Jersey,
and his family moved to Florida when he was two years old.
His father worked nights, often sleeping most of the day so
he could wake in the evening

“

A lot of the
songs I’m
writing
is me
confronting
myself”

and head to work. He drove
a bus, cut lawns for schools
and was a part-time pastor. In
the late 90’s, he decided to be
a pastor full time. Courtney’s
mother stayed home to raise
and teach their children. She
also volunteered as a midwife.
Courtney, Jeremy and Jordan
quickly became best friends,
and call each other brothers.
“We had this pull to each
other because we wanted to do
something more,” Jeremy said.
“The church wasn’t it. It wasn’t
the thing that fed us, kept us
full. At a young age, we played
music together and that was
that feeling of being full.”
Courtney and Jeremy started

playing music with Kelsey, his
older sister. But Kelsey grew
bored and dropped out. The two
boys didn’t want to stop making
music, so Courtney suggested
he could take up singing.
“‘Maybe I can sing,’ that’s
what he said to me,” said
Jeremy. “Every time he sang
he would blush, he was so
embarrassed by it.”
But Courtney kept practicing and over time, he developed his voice.
“The evolution of my voice
is pretty wild. For the longest
time it sounded so shitty,”
Courtney said. “It took years in
the choir room messing around
for a few hours a week to find
it, but I’m proud of it now.”
Courtney’s mother loved to
hear him sing. He said she was
his biggest fan. After their first
show at a bar, his mother bought
the boys Shirley Temples.
Following the death of Courtney’s mother, the sound of their
music changed drastically.
Kim Courtney was diagnosed with fibromyalgia,
which left her weak. Kerry
Courtney remembered her
teaching him and his siblings
school lessons at her bedside.
“One specific day after a
lot of tests, you could tell that
something was wrong, but they
gathered us all in one room,”
Courtney said. “The doctors
said she had a year. It was a
surprise to all of us. We didn’t
think it would be that soon.”
He had been planning an
expensive six-month humanitarian trip to Australia. He
struggled with the decision.
“I was thinking I’m going
over there to help people, but
would it be better to stay home
and help her,” Courtney said.
“I asked my mom for advice
but she wouldn’t tell me. She
said, ‘You have to decide that
on your own.’”
In the end, he decided to
go. While living in Australia,
Courtney exchanged emails

with his mother. In them, she
detailed what she was going
through, updated him on the
family and reassured him not
to worry. When he returned
stateside, he saw the difference for himself.
Weeks later, at 3 a.m., his
father woke him up. His
mother’s heart had stopped,
she was staying at the hospital.
The family met in the waiting
room where doctors told them
they restarted her heart.
The rest of the week was
painful. Kim Courtney passed
on August 20, 2010. The next
day Courtney started to write.
“After my mother passed I
couldn’t play any of the old
songs because I didn’t feel that
way anymore,” he said. Instead, he began to craft something brand new. He wrote
the song “Falling Not Flying”
with his best friends, and they
performed it at the funeral.
“For that song I was able to
flow all of my emotions out
and write that from where I
was at, describe what I was
seeing and capture all that
took place,” Courtney said.
The band had evolved. They
weren’t as heavy, instead they
played softer, more emotionally gripping music, so
they decided on a new name,
Goodnight Neverland.
Courtney’s determination
not to cancel a show has
placed him in some precarious
positions. At one point, he was
boiling water to use the steam
to help him recover from
throat surgery. He knocked
over the water, spilling it
across his lower body.
He sustained second and
third-degree burns, two days
before opening at a sold out
show for Vance Joy. The
doctors advised that he not
play the show, but Courtney
refused the recommendation.
After a major surgery and skin
graft, he took pain medication
and performed.

In 2016, Courtney made
it through the first round of
American Idol’s final season.
They produced a segment
about his mother and him, then
he sang “Black Sun” by Death
Cab for Cutie for the judges.
Jennifer Lopez described his
performance as dark and different, then the panel gave him a
unanimous yes.
He didn’t make it past the
second round.
The future of Goodnight
Neverland is murky. Each of
its members is heading down
different paths, and won’t be
able to tour together in the
foreseeable future.
Jeremy traveled to Asia last
year and plans to go back.
When he returned home he
was diagnosed with lymphoma. His treatment was arduous
but now he’s cancer free. He
said that when out of the country he would return to tour if
Courtney put it together.
His brother Jordan became
an EMT, that responsibility
leaves him little time to practice and perform. But Courtney is still hungry for music.
“Courtney is his music. He’s
so attached to it and so passionate about it. I know he’s
going to do that for the rest of
his life,” Jeremy said.
Courtney is working on
something for himself. He
said that he’s been struggling
with writer’s block for the past
year. But music is his lifeblood and after some difficult
self-reflection, he’s pushing
himself further.
“A lot of the songs I’m writing is me confronting myself,
and confronting yourself is
such a beautiful thing,” Courtney said. “You can break the
patterns you make for yourself
and that gives me hope.
To see Kerry Courtney play one
of his new songs, “Fall Fell Silent,”
visit our Youtube page: www.
youtube.com/user/USFCrowsNest or
check out our website.
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Plant seeds & stand your ground in the next 4 years
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its readers with news relevant to the University of South Florida St. Petersburg and
its surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical standards
and focuses on stories that help readers
make informed decisions on current issues.
We take seriously the public’s trust in our
news reporting and strive to uphold the
highest standards of reporting as defined
by the Society of Professional Journalists.
Opinions in this newspaper do not necessarily represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.

By Moriah Fantuz
Senior Psychology Major

mparrish@mail.usf.edu

“Everyone will sit under their
own vine and under their own
fig tree, and no one will make
them afraid…” - Micah 4:4

I

President Trump was inaugurated last week. I, along
with many people of the U.S.,
am dismayed. I am frustrated
with the election results, but I
am especially concerned that a
man who taunted and derided
so many different demographics now presumes to represent
us all. It is difficult to stomach
such rhetoric after eight years
of being led by a man who rose
to prominence mainly on his
inspirational oratory skills.
Trump made many wellknown offenses to a number of
different groups. Though they
were well-documented and upsetting they did not impede his
ultimate election. I was stunned.
But I want to remind you of
something. President Trump
may be the face of the nation
now, but he is not the nation.
We are. This is our country,
our home, a place we and our
families and our ancestors have
shaped. The political pendulum
has swung to a new extreme,
but it is a force in motion.
Sometimes the tide turns in your
favor, sometimes it ebbs away.
In the midst of it all, you have
to hold your own. Stake out your
corner of the country. Whatever
you are passionate about, pursue
it now with tenfold determination.
Write letters to Congress and
call your representative. Start
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Hold Your Peace: Young girl holds sign that links President Trump to a
political party that of hate during Saturday’s Women’s March in St. Pete.

Michael Moore Jr.
News Editor

f you’re a big fan of Hamilton the musical, you may
recognize this Bible verse as
a line quoted by George Washington in “One Last Time.” The
real George Washington said it
too, and in fact, referenced the
line several times in correspondences during the Revolution
and the birth of our nation.
Some believe he was referring to the influx of immigrants
seeking their place in the world.
He used it as an analogy for the
peace and prosperity he foresaw
for our democracy. Now that
you know how historically significant it is, go back and read it
again. Got it? Okay, good.
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Food Not Bombs strengthens discourse, divides city
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I

t’s been over two weeks
since the Tampa police
department arrested seven
Food Not Bombs activists for
distributing food without a permit at Lykes Gaslight Park.
We’ve had time to feel bad,
now it’s time to feel wary,
and to think.
Food Not Bombs (FNB) has
grown into a worldwide activist
organization since it first organized in the early eighties to
protest against nuclear industries, America’s involvement in
the ongoing Iran-Iraq war and
the Reagan administration.
The organization has suffered
arrests throughout its history,
many stemming from trespassing and the disregard of food
service regulations. On Jan. 7
the Tampa group was arrested
for not having a permit to distribute food in the open. At the
same time, tens of thousands of
football fans rushed to Tampa
to watch the college football
championship.
In 1986, Boston’s FNB group
organized “Welcome to Kenmore Square” to give meals to
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Divided Issue: Food Not Bombs protesters gathered to feed the hungry
despite police warnings on Jan. 14 in Gas Lykes Park in Tampa.

the homeless during the World
Series between the Red Sox
and the Mets.
This time, the Tampa FNB
group was warned that they
would be arrested if they set up
tables to give out food. Which
was what they did, and precisely what came as consequence.
“Feeding the homeless is not
a crime,” they say. It’s not if
one has the proper paperwork
that assures the food being
served is safe and will be handed out in a sanitary manner, on
a sanitary site. Permits are put
in place to assure the well-being
of those eating the food, and to
protect those providing it. Not
only this but also to uphold a
safe environment for the people
in the surrounding areas.
As soon as the news came
out, social media sites erupted in
defense of the group. Tampa’s
police department was villainized for upholding city ordinances and even the Mayor’s position

was put into question.
The group defends the
compassion of its actions and
accuse the city’s government
of inhibiting the care of those
in need. They seem to overlook
the long list of homeless shelter
and food kitchens readily available across Tampa.
The Tampa-Hillsborough
Homeless Initiative (THHI) is
the organization designated to
fund homeless service providers
across the Tampa Bay area. They
are assigned and funded by the
state of Florida and the federal
government to work collaboratively with homeless shelters and
food kitchens in their attempts to
end homelessness.
According to THHI’s CEO
Antoinette Hays-Triplett, there
is currently no shortage of food
in downtown Tampa’s kitchens,
and many of them offer meals
two to three times a day.
These kitchens provide proper accommodations to serve

your neighbors how great
America already is by showing
them some love.
With a lack of inspiration
stemming from Washington,
I challenge you to be inspired
anyway, from whatever source
that may be; whether it’s musicals, founding fathers, scripture, or your own reflection. Be
passionately patriotic by doing
everything you can within your
circle of influence to make this
nation what you want it to be.
Find your vine and fig tree,
and go after it – and no one
will make you afraid – for that
is the American promise.

our homeless community and
would benefit from volunteers
willing to provide their services
from within their sites. Trinity Cafe is one such kitchen
that is currently welcoming
volunteers, as there are days
when they can only serve a
single meal. They have openly
expressed that they would be
readily acceptant of FNB assistance to fill in where they can’t.
THHI’s mission spans
beyond serving short-term
solutions and aims to provide
permanent solutions for the
homeless. They build affordable housing, work with
homeless shelters to expand
their capacity and are pushing back regulations that formerly prohibited accepting
anyone under the influence
or demanded charges after a
few day’s stay.
Our aim as a community
should not be to invite homeless
individuals into public parks,
which often become unsafe and
even frightening to walk by but
to encourage them into shelters
that provide rehabilitation.
Whether or not FNB agree
with city ordinances and laws,
it does not mean they are above
them. FNB’s current actions
are counterproductive, divisive,
and damaging to our community. They not only propound a
false narrative and invite situations that set residents against
police officers, they also give
a wrong impression of our city
and take attention away from
organizations that are impacting enormous change and are
doing so legally.
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Meme as High Art | Pasqaul Artise

“The crudeness of line speaks to its reproducibility.”
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“I agree, this is a top-tier shitpost.”
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Experience of a lifetime, my travels through Spain
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If Walls Could Speak: Spanish architecture beautifully demonstrates the influence of nearly 800 years of Muslim and Christian religious and cultural syncretism.

By Indhira Suero
indhirasuero@mail.usf.edu

T

he first time you visit
Spain, it may seem as
if you’ve arrived in a
century long past. Located in
Southwestern Europe, Spain
has plenty to offer travelers
in search of art, history and
excellent food.
You can see the birth-home
of Francisco Goya, “The Nude
Maja” painter; touch the walls
of Belchite, “a ghost town”
destroyed during the 1937 Civil
War; hear the beautiful tune of
a “Jota aragonesa” and enjoy

crunchy, marinated “gambas”
(Spanish-style garlic shrimp).
Here are a few impressions
from my trips to Catalonia
and Aragón, two of Spain’s
autonomous communities that
contrast in language and identity.
A journey in time
Towns in Spain look as if
they exist trapped within an art
history book, and around any
corner a king might appear to
show you his medieval castle.
(One example, I stayed in the
town of Torrecilla de Alcañiz at
a doctor’s house built in 1899!)
The structure of Spanish

buildings will take your breath
away. The combination of
Roman and Arab influences
are evident in the Gothic,
Renaissance, Mudéjar (a design
from Muslim and Christian
cultures), and Modern styles.
What if you’re an
architecture junkie? La
Sagrada Familia (The
Holy Family Church)
and Park Güell (which
has the appearance of the
gingerbread house in the
Hansel and Gretel bedtime
story) both built in Barcelona
by Antoni Gaudi; La Seo, in
Zaragoza and the Mudéjar

monuments in Teruel are
worth visiting.
Excellent cuisine
Just thinking about the food
makes me want to take the first
plane back to Spain with eating
as my only objective. Though
it changes depending on the
region, a delicious constant in
the cuisine is fresh olive oil.
What dish did I love most in
Aragón? Salted stuffed olives
from Bajo Aragón. The delicious
ham from Teruel, the chubby
peaches from Calanda, and the
colorful “Frutas de Aragón,”
which are regional fruits covered
in a thick dark chocolate.

And Catalonia? Without a
doubt, “botifarra,” a kind of
sausage and one of the most
popular dishes of the Catalan
cuisine, accompanied by a
moist and creamy spinach pie.
If you have time!
Go to Morella, one of Spain’s
prettiest villages, hidden in
the province of Castellon,
where you’ll hear the residents
speaking “Catalan.” Enjoy
a trip in Valderrobles, a
small town surrounded by
medieval walls, and visit
Alcañiz, Bajo Aragón, home
of the “Motorland” a massive
motorsport race track.

