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University of South Florida 
Student Government Senate 

SB [S] 54-017 
The Election Efficiency Act 

54'hTerm 
Spring 2014 

The intent of this legislation is to cla1ify confusions ~uithin Title Vll and to 1·ectify any issues 
that we1·e suggested during the previo11s elections. 

ASENATE STATUTORYAMENDMENT 

Be it enacted by the Senate of the University of South Florida Student Government 
assembled, that the following changes be made to the Student Government Statutes: 

Chapter 

700 

Definitions of Terms for Student Government Elections 

I 700.1 TI1e following terms shall apply only for the purposes of Tide 7 of these Statutes. These 
terms shall be considered binding in all legal actions brought ford1 during an election. 

700.2 Assistant Deputy- A voluntary position appointed to assist the Supervisor of Elections. 

700.3 Ballot- The electronic form containing the names of the eaadidat-ecandidatcs and tickets, 
any constitutional amendments, any referenda, or any recalls to be presented to the 
eleetotate Student Body on which they will vote on the items presented before them. 

700.4 Beyond Reasonable Doubt- The standard that must be met by the claimants evidence that 
no other logical explanation can be derived from the evidence except that the claim made by 
the claimant is valid. 

700.5 Bribe- A prize, reward, gift or favor given or promised with the intent to influence another 
vote for a particular candidate or ticket. Any campaign materials approved by the Election 
Rules Commission and given during official campaigning shall not constitute as a bribe or 
bribery. 

700.6 Campaign Budget Statement- An itemized list of all campaign expenditures made by a 
eaadidfttecandidate. ticket.{s} or their respective campaign staff, and all campaign 
contributions received by a eandidatecandidate. ticket. or d1eir respective campaign staff. 
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700.7 Campaign Contributions- The donation of any resource, at a reduced price or without 
cost to the et~ncl:idt~tecandidate. ticket, or their campaign staff, from a person or entity, on or 
off campus, for the purpose of furthering a campaign for a Student Government office. 
Non-monetary campaign contributions shall be assessed at fair market value. 

700.8 Campaign Expenditures- The spending of money by a ctttld:i:datecandidate. ticket, or their 
campaign staff, for the pU1poses of campaigning for a Student Government office. 
CaH:d:i:d1tteCandidates and tickets shall include sales tax when reporting expenditures. 

700.9 Campaign Materials- Any physical or electronic materials which promote a 
eaed:i:d:ttecandidate or ticket or impugn another Cftndid:ttecandidate or ticket. 

700.10 Campaign Staff- Any person who is working or volunteering on behalf of a campaign ticket 
in any capacity. 

700.11 Campaign Staff List- The official list of Campaign Staff for each individual Campaign 
Ticket maintained by the Election Rules Commission and submitted by a Campaign Ticket. 

700.12 Campaign Ticket- Any group certified to take part in the elections (Senate Candidate or 
ticket. Referendum Sponsor/Referendum Campaign. Presidential Campaign Ticket. 
Campaign Staff. etc.)A joffit PresideH:tlftl ftfld Vice Presidential tiek:et tflftt has beea certified 
by tbe Eleetiofl Rt~les Col:nt'ftissioft to e:ttnp:tigtl. 

700.13 Campaigning- An expression by any meditUn attracting public attention whether radio, 
television, newspaper, magazine, periodical, direct mail, e-mail, display, leaflet, speech, or any 
other means which shall transmit any idea furthering the candidacy of any person. 

700.13.1 Active Campaigning- Campaigning in which the person campaigning engages 
individuals in a direct manner. One example is a eaftd:i:datecandidate or ticket passing 
out flyers or other promotional materials to a constituent. Further examples of 
active campaigning shall be outlined in the Election Rules Commission Rules of 
Procedure. 

700.13.2 Passive Campaigning- All campaigning in which the person campaigning engages 
individuals in an indirect manner. One example is a constituent wearing a campaign 
button to promote a e:tnd:i:datecandidate or ticket. Further examples of passive 
campaigning shall be outlined in the Election Rules Commission Rules of Procedure. 

700.14 Candidate- A person who has been certified by the Election Rules Conunission as eligible 
to 1un for an elected Student Government office. 

700.15 Certification- The process by which tentative election results are made official. 

700.16 Constitutional Amendments- Proposed changes to the Student Body Constitution which 
have been passed by the Senate, signed by the President, and presented to the eleetorr.te 
Student Body to be voted on. 

I 700.17 Declaration of Intent to Run- An official form that a Cftftd:i:dalecandidate or ticket signs to 
officially declare their intent to be certified for a Student Government position. 
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I 700.18 Donation- Any contribution, monetaty, or othenvise, given to a e:uul:idl\tccandidate. ticket, 
campaign, or campaign staff member by any individual or entity, specifically for use in the 
campaign including, but not limited to, campaign staff, oth.er students, or any non-student 
individual or entity. 

700.19 E lection Rules Commission (ERC)- An official entity of Student Government created to 
oversee the execution and logistics of all Student Government elections. This commission is 
comprised of a Supervisor of Elections, an Associate Supervisor of Elections, two Deputy 
Supetvisots of Elections, and Assistant Deputies. If an election is called prior to the 
fotmation of the Election Rules Commission, the full time staff of the Advising, Ttaining 
and Opetations Buteau shall assume the responsibilities of d1e ERC. 

700.19.1 If an E lection Rules Commission is named aftet an election has been called and 
befote an election has been held, the Advising, Ttaining and Operations Bureau will 
continue to carry out its statutory tesponsibilities as stated in d1e preceding definition 
fot the cuttent election. 

700.20 Electorate- The officially enrolled student body, as determined by the Office of d1e 
Registrat, at the University of Soud1 Florida, Tampa Campus. Students enrolled in the USF 
system may vote for Student Body President and Vice-Ptesident. 

700.21 Expedited Elections- Any elections held in the event that a Supreme Court lUling or othet 
circumstances result in an election needing to be rescheduled. These elections will follow an 
abbreviated version of the otiginal election schedule. 

700.22 Fair Market Value- The ptice a petson or entity would charge any othet student fot a good 
Ot Se1V1Ce. 

700.23 Figurehead- Any paid reptesentative of the Univetsity or any entity trademarked by d1e 
Univetsity. 

700.24 General Election- The annual Sspring semestet election during which the President~ ftfltl 
Vice President, !IS well as and d1e new te1m of Senatots; are elected. any new constih1tional 
amendments are proposed. and any referenda are voted upon.7 

700.25 Governing Documents- For the prnposes of enfotcement of Tide 7, this shall tefet to d1e 
Student Body Constitution, Sh1dent Govemment Statutes, and the Election Rules 
Commission Rules of Ptocedure. Additional documents may be cteated or adopted by the 
Election Rules Commission, but shall not conflict with d1e governing documents. Only 
documents which have been approved by llie Election Rules Commission and presented to 
llie candi<:httecandidates and tickets shall be binding. 

700.26 Grievance- Any complaint btought forth via the grievance form to llie Election Rules 
Commission and can be submitted against a candidate. ticket. or any group certified to take 
part in a USF Student Government election. 

700.27 Interim Elections- The elections held after d1e General Election to fill any open Senate 
seats or ptesent any issues lliat must be voted on by the eleetOfl\teStudent Body. These 
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elections shall be called as determined by the Senate and Senate quorum, and shall follow the 
same guidelines as the Midterm elections. 

700.28 M a jority- A vote of 50% +1 of the total electorate who voted in the election; applicable to 
university-wide Student Government elections only. 

700.29 M embers of the E lection Rules Commission - Includes all employees, paid or non-paid, 
who comprise the Elections Rules Commission. 

700.30 M obile Polling Station- The use of any portable device by any person for the purposes of 
voting in any election. 

700.31 Mid-Term E lection- The annual Fall semester election in which new senators are elected 
to fill vacancies in the Senate~ 1\fld to p:t:opose any new constitutional amendments are 
proposed. and any referenda are voted upon. If the past general election was chosen by 
selection of last resort then the Vote of Confidence will also take place in tius election. 

700.32 Officers of the E lection Rules Commission - Includes all paid employees who comprise 
ti1e Election Rules Commission. 

700.33 Official Polling Station- A device or outlet of voting that is directly designated in writing 
and staffed by the Election Rules Commission on voting days for the General Election and 
the Run-Off Election, if necessary. 

700.34 Plurality- The election of Senators, within their college, using the total vote count of the 
electorate who voted in tl1e election. The Eleeto:t:ate Student Body may vote for as many 
Senators as tl1e number of seats allocated for their respective college. Senate seats shall be 
distributed to the Senator with the highest vote count until all seats have been filled witllln 
each respective college. 

700.35 P ost-E lection Report- A comprehensive report compiled by the Supervisor of Elections 
tl1at includes reports from all employees of the E lection Rules Commission. The report shall 
include an in-depth synopsis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats and 
recommended changes to the election process. Thls report is compiled following each 
general election. 

700.36 Presidential Campaign Ticket- A joint Presidential and Vice-Presidential ticket tl1at has 
been certified by ti1e Election Rules Commission to campaign. including campaign staff. 

700.37 R ecall- An action which allows any USF student, by petition, to initiate a vote of the 
eleetoff•te Student Body in which an elected Student Government officer may be removed 
from their position. 

700.38 Referendum Campaign- Any group supporting a Referendum that was certified to take 
part in an E lection. A Referendum Campaign will be considered a type of campaign ticket. 

700.39 Referendum Campaign Staff- Any person who is working or volunteering on behalf of a 
referendum campaign in any capacity. 
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799.36700.40 Referendum Campaign Staff List- The official list of Campaign Staff for each 
individual Campaign Ticket and/or referendum maintained by the Election Rules 
Commission and submitted by a Campaign Ticket. 

799.37700.41 Restricted Area Any physical location that has been restricted from active and/ or 
passive campaigning by the Election Rules Commission, any University Entity, College, 
Building Manager or Dean. 

799.38700.42 Run-Off E lection- The election which shall occur if no C1H'l:cl:idatecandidate or 
tickets receive a majority vote in the election for the offices of President and Vice President. 
The Run-Off Election shall take place between the two tickets who received the most votes 
in the election. If there is a tie between two Senate eandidl\tecandidates or tickets for the last 
seat in any college d1en a Run-Off Election will occur between these two 
eftftclithttecandidates or tickets. 

799.39700.43 Sp ecial E lections- Any election which is held, as necessary, throughout the 
academic year.:. followffig the GeBeral Eleet:iofl. These elections shall include Expedited 
Elections, Interin1 Elections, and elections to present Recalls, Referenda, and Constitutional 
Amendments. 

799.49700.44 Statute of Limitations- A statute setting a time limit on legal action in certain cases. 

799.41700.45 Student Government Referendum- An action ~hich allows any Student 
Government Officer, with the consent of the Senate and Student Body President, the power 
to call for a Referendum in which the electorate Student Body will vote on d1e issue 
presented to them. 

799.42700.46 Student Referendum- An action which allows any USF student, by petition, to 
bring forth a question or issue to be voted on by the eleeto:rateStudent Body. 

799.43700.47 T otal Campaign Value T he sum of all campaign expenditures and campaign 
contributions as reported by a eanel:idatecandidate or ticket in d1e Campaign Budget 
Statement. 

799.44700.48 Unofficial Intent to Run- An un-official and private declaration to a student(s)' 
peers that they have intent to apply for certification to 1uo for a Student Government 
position. 

799.45700.49 Unrestricted Area Any physical location that is free for any individual to campaign 
on behalf of any Campaign Ticket. 

799.46700.50 Violation an assessment given by the Election Rules Commission which may be 
assessed to a candidate. ticket or any group certified to take part in a USF Student 
Gmrernment election for a breach of any Student Government governing document. 
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Chapter 

701 

Election Rules Commission 

701.1 Elections Rules Commission 

701.1.1 

701.1.2 

701.1.3 

The Election Rules Commission shall be comprised of the Supetvisor of Elections, 
and may include and is limited to, the Associate Supetvisor of E lections, and two 
Deputy Supetvisors of Elections. 
The Supetviso.r of Elections, Associate Supervisor of E lections, and Deputy 
Supetviso.rs of Elections shall be eligible for remuneration. 
The following individuals shall not serve on the Election Rules Commission: 

701.1.3.1 
701.1.3.2 

Non-Students 
Any student employed by Student Government departments, offices and 
agenc1es 

701.1.3.3 Any member in Executive Cabinet in addition to Agency Directors and Assistant 
Directors 

701.1.3.4 
701.1.3.5 
701.1.3.6 

Any member of the Legislative Branch and its interns 
Any member of the Judicial Branch and its interns 
Students tunning for any Student Government position during d1at term. 

701.1.4 The Associate Supervisor of E lections and Deputy Supervisors of E lections shall be 
nominated by d1e Supexvisor of Elections from a pool of applicants and ilie 
nominees shall go before the Senate for confirmation. 

701.1.4.1 Only d1e Supervisor of Elections shall have the ability to appoint Assistant 
D eputies. 

701.1.5 

701.1.6 

Should the Supe1visor of Elections not appoint the necessary Election Rules 
Commission positions, by the end of January, ilien the President must issue an 
Executive Order insisting action by 4:59:59 PM the second day of business in 
February. The General Election may not proceed until all officers of d1e Election 
Rules Commission have been properly selected. 
Should the Supervisor of E lections be unable to perform their duties the order of 
succession for the Election Rules Commission shall be: 

701.1.6.1 
701.1.6.2 

Associate Supetvisor of E lections 
D eputy Supe1visors of Elections (Seniority, by confu:mation) 

701.1.7 No member of d1e Election Rules Commission shall be a estJdicht~ecandidate or 
ticket fox any election they preside ovex nor campaign, endorse, or actively assist a 
e&ftdidstecandidate or ticket outside of their duties as a member of the Election 
Rules Commission. Should an accusation from an individual be brought forth 
regarding a violation of this policy, it shall be submitted in a memo to the Senate 
President Pro Tempore who will call for ilie creation of a Senate· Impeachment 
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Committee. Assistant Deputies who violate this policy may be removed from their 
position by the Supervisor of Elections. 

701.1.8 The E lection Rules Commission shall adopt a Rules of Procedure which shall not 
conflict with any Student Government governing document. 

701.1.9 Said Rules of Procedure shall be submitted to the Senate Committee on Rules and 
the Senate Committee on the Judiciary and Ethics for their joint approval at least five 
(5) business days before the onset of campaigning. Any subsequent amendments 
must be approved by both committees. 

701.1.10 The President may remove any Election Rules Commission member(s) with the 
advice and consent of the Senate by a Supermajority vote. 

701.1.11 The Senate may end the ERC's Supervisors time .in office four (4) weeks after spring 
break or any time after that. 

701.2 Duties of the Officers of the Election Rules Commission 

701.2.1 Be available during office hours to assist other members of the Election Rules 
Commission, eandtaatecandidates or tickets, and students. 

701.2.1 701.2.2 Make public and accessible to all students on the Student Government 
website any and all referenda. constitutional amendments, and required campaign 
documents. in collaboration with the Executive Branch Department of Public 
Relations and Communications. 

701.2.2701.2.3 Obse1ve the ongoing election process and examine campaign materials for 
violations. 

791.2.3701.2.4 Report and investigate any breach of any Student Government governing 
document by a eaadtdatecandidate, ticket (campaign. presidential campaign. 
referendum campaign. etc.), or member of campaign staff (campaign. presidential 
campaign. referendum campaign. etc.). 

701.2.4701.2.5 Vote on grievances submitted against a candidate or ticket during any 
election.Assess Yiohtti:o:as. 

701.2.6 Assess violations upheld against a candidate or ticket. 
791.2.5701.2. 7 Propose changes to the Election Rules Commission Rules of Procedure. 
791.2.6701.2.8 Vote on proposed changes to the Election Rules Commission Rules of 

Procedure. 
791.2.7701.2.9 Propose changes to Tide 7 of the SG Statutes to the Senate. 
791.2.8701.2.10 Create and change forms for candidacy, as necessary. 
791.2.9701.2.11 Create and distribute all certificates of election for all elected positions. 

701.3 Duties of the Supervisor of Elections 

Manage and oversee the daily operations of the E lection Rules Commission. 701.3.1 
701.3.2 
701.3.3 

Ensure all Election Rules Commission positions arc filled du:oughout the election. 
Inform eft:ftdid1ltecandidates and tickets of d1e election rules and regulations du:ough 
a CaftatdateCandidates Meeting. 

701.3.4 
701.3.5 

701.3.6 

Certify eandtdatecandidate and tickets and approve d1eir signed papenvork. 
Distribute all necessaq information to eftnatdlltecandidates and tickets in the 
election. 
Set deadlines for ea:acl:i:datecandidates and tickets not outl.i.ned in the governing 
documents. 
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701.3.7 

701.3.8 

701.3.9 

701.3.10 

701.3.11 
701.3.12 
701.3.13 

Inform etuldjdfttecandidates and tickets of any violations they may have been 
assessed. 
Vote on any issue in the event of a tie during an Election Rules Commission 
meeting. 
Announce locations and operating hours of all official polling stations at least five 
business days in advance of any election. 
Announce the cancellation of an election due to the university closing or problems 
with the voting system. 
Announce the results of the General Election and Run-Off Election. 
Certify the results of the election. 
Sit on a Senate created Ad-Hoc Committee, following the General Election, to 
suggest ways to improve the election process. 

701.3.14 Attend all Election Rules Commission sponsored events including the E lection Rules 
Commission debates and the annual Presidential Inauguration Ceremony. 

701.3.15 May terminate any employed deputy two weeks after Spring Break or any time after 
that. 

701.4 Duties of the Associate Supervisor of Elections 

701.4.1 

701.4.2 

701.4.3 
701.4.4 

Assist the Supe1visor of Elections in managing and coordinating the day-to-day 
activities of the Election Rules Commission 
Assist the Supe1visor of Elections in any manner possible that would ensure the 
pmper execution of the role of the Election Rules Commission. 
Ensure eftftd:itlatecandidates and tickets comply with the governing documents. 
Accept grievances filed by students against eaftdid~ttecandidates. tickets. and recall 
petitions. 

791.4.5 Vote on the assessment of violations ffH!gainst a candidate or ticket. 
791.4.6701.4.5 Testify in cases brought to the Supreme Court. 
791.4.7701.4.6 Temporarily assume any Election Rules Commission position in the event 

that the person cannot fulfill their duties. 
791.4.8701.4.7 Act on behalf of the Supervisor of Elections when the Supervisor is not 

present. 

-t<79ttJ1h<.4'to.~8.:-t17JJ0[:!1~.4!.,.7J..., . ._!1 __ May not certify elections. 
791.4.8.2701.4.7.2 May not b..ire any person to the Election Rules Conunission. 
+79lt-:1r..4tr..~8~.3~J.7.!!0!.,1.~4J..7:.,.3L_.May not fire any person from the Election Rules Commission. 

791.4.9701.4.8 May not set deadlines for cand:idatecandidates and tickets not outlined in 
governing documents. 

701.5 Duties of the D eputy Supervisors of E lections 

701.5.1 
701.5.2 

701.5.3 
701.5.4 
701.5.5 

Ensure eftftclidr.tecandidates and tickets comply with the governing documents. 
Accept grievances filed by students against eandtd!ltecandidates. tickets. and recall 
petitions. 
Vote on the assessment of violations ffH!gainst a e~tod:itbtecandidate or ticket. 
Testify in cases brought to the Supreme Court. 
Assist the Supe1visor of Elections in any manner possible that would ensure the 
proper execution of the role of the ERC. 
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701.6 E lection Procedures 

701.6.1 
701.6.2 

701.6.3 

Online voting shall be utilized in all Student Government elections. 
The E lection Rules Commission shall make public d1e locations of all Restricted and 
Unrestticted Campaign zones prior to Official Campaigning. No eaft:didatecandidate 
or ticket may receive violations for campaigning in areas that are not made known by 
the Election Rules Commission to be restticted. The E lection Rtues Conunission 
must research all locations that are restricted by the University. 
The Election Rules Conunission shall set up and operate a minimum of one (1) 
official polling station on campus during regular business hours (9 AM - 5 PM) on 
voting days for the General Election, Mid-Term Elections, and Run-Off Elections. 

701.6.3.1 The Student Government Computer Services Center shall be an exception to the 
1ninimum number of .requited official polling stations. 

701.6.3.2 In d1e event iliat at least two officers of ilie Election Rules Commission have not 
yet taken office, one (1) official polling station shall not be requited. 

701.6.3.3 In the event of unforeseen circumstances, which hinder ilie cotrunission from 
operating polling stations safely, d1e Election Rules Commission can operate a 
minimum of one (1) official polling station until it is deemed safe to resume 
normal operations. 

701.6.4 

701.6.5 

701.6.6 

701.6.7 

701.6.8 

Students who have declared a major shall vote for Senators in ilie college in which 
they are majoring. Students, who have not declared a major or have not been 
accepted to the program iliey are majoring in, shall vote for Senators in the college 
of their choice. Students that have declared two or more majors in two different 
colleges may only vote for Senators from one college and may choose d1e college in 
which d1ey wish to vote for. 
No undergraduate student may vote for a Senator in a college that is restricted to 
graduate students. 
Only non-student staff members of the Student Government Advising and Training 
Services Bureau and d1e Student Government graduate assistant or ilieir non-student 
designee may have access to d1e vote counts during active voting. The 
aforementioned parties shall not share the running tally of vote counts wiili any 
oilier student or individual, unless requested by the Unive.rsity Board of Trustees, 
their designees or applicable courts. The vote counts and all documents pertaining 
to d1e voting system shall be made public once active Yoting is complete. certified. 
and archived for historical pu.rposes. 
The Student Government Advising._ -ftfl:d-Training. and Operations SetYiees Bu.reau 
shall be responsible for maintaining the format of ilie infrastructure being utilized for 
voting. Any changes being made to the Yoting system shall requite the authorization 
of d1e Dit:eetor of the Student Government Adviso!'ffig. 
For aU General and Mid-Term Elections. ~.the Election Rules Commission shall 
certify the results of the Get1eral Elcetiot1 on the Friday following d1e close of the 
respective election's polls no earlier d1an M-5:00 PM and no later than 8:00 PM. 
pending any grievances filed. If a grieYance is filed against a Senate election. then d1e 
results for the respectiye college will not be certified until the grieYance is resolved. If 
a grievance is filed against a Presidential election. then d1e results for d1e Presidential 
election will not be certified until the grievance is resolved. If a grievance is flled 
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against a referendum election or constitutional amendment. then those results will 
not be certified until the grievance is resolved. 

701.6.8.1 If a Run-Off occurs, then the results of the Run-Off E lection shall be certified 
on the Friday following the close of the Run-Off Election's polls at 5:00PM. 
These certifications shall include notice of any pending Supreme Court cases 
involving the election. The results of the Getlerftl fttld R~n Off Eleetions~ 
election are not official until certified by the Election Rules Commission. 

791.6.8701.6. 9 In the absence of the Supervisor of E lections during any election. the 
Student Government Advising. Trnining. and Operations Bureau shall be responsible 
for certification of the election within twenty-four (24) hours of the close of the 
respective election's polls. 

791.6.9701.6.10 Campaigns may not use University and Student Government logos or 
trademarks. Campaigns may not, also, use un.iversit)' figureheads or adtni.nistrators as 
official endorsement. Official endorsement shall be at the discretion of the Election 
Rules Commission and in its Rules of Procedure. 

791.6.9.1701.6.10.1 Specific exceptions shall be outlined by tbe ERC in its ROPs of the 
aforementioned figureheads and administrators. 

791.6.19701.6.11 All campaign materials must have the eftHd:idfttecandidate's or ticket's name 
on said material. 

791.6.11701.6.12 All required campaign documents must be submitted to the ERC no later 
than two (2) business days of the amendment being made, and/ or no later than the 
close of the respective poll cycle. 
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Chapter 

702 

General Requirements and Regulations for Candidacy in the General Election 

702.1 Candidacy 

702.1.1 

702.1.2 

Students interested io running for d1e offices of President/Vice President and 
Senator will be able to pick up an application packet from the Election Rules 
Commission and access it online starting on the first day of Spring classes ffi the FftH 
semester prior to the General Election. 
Cfttld:ithtteCandidates and tickets will be allowed to apply Monday through Friday, 
except holidays, beginning the first day of classes. 

702.1.2.1 To apply for candidacy, eMldi<:lntecandidates and tickets must submit the 
following required fo11.ns in order to be put on the ballot. 

702.1.3 

702.1.4 

702.1.2.1.1 
702.1.2.1.2 
702.1.2.1.3 

The official application packet 
A Declaration oflntent 
A Buckley Waiver 

Caedi<:lft~eCandidates and tickets shall be required to attend at least one of the official 
eaedi<:latecandidate meetings. There will be at least three meetings scheduled before 
Official Campaigning. 
CattdidateCandidates and tickets shall not 1un for more than one office. Senatorial 
e:ttt<:lidatecandidates and tickets shall not run for more than one Senate seat during 
the election. 

702.1.4.1 Catl<:li<:lateCand.idates and tickets shall 1un in the college they are currently 
registered in according to the Office of the Registrar. 

702.1.5 

702.1.4.1.1 If a student is registered in more d1an one college, they must choose 
which college they will1un in. 

No undergraduate eaHdidatecandidate or ticket may 1un in a college that is restricted 
to graduate students. 

702.2 Election Timeline 

702.2.1 

702.2.2 

The application period shall begin the first day of the Spring semester and shall end 
at 5 PM on the last day of tl1e business week, six weeks prior to Spring Break. 
The week prior to the two weeks of Official Campaigning shall be reserved for the 
Student Government Advising and Training Operations Bureau to check the 
eligibility of eaa<:li<:lntecandidates and tickets. When the Student Government 
Ad,rising and Training Operations Bureau have completed tlus check, they will 
contact tl1e Elections Rules Commission who will certify tl1e eftnd:idatecandidate or 
ticket to run in the election. I f a eandidatecandidate or ticket is found to be ineligible 
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702.2.3 

702.2.4 

702.2.5 

to tun for office they will be notified of d1e reason for their ineligibility by a member 
ofSGATO. 
Official Campaigning shall begin four weeks prior to the start of Spring Break,-and 
shall end with d1e close of polls on the final day of voting. 
Elections shall be held two weeks prior to the start of Spring Break and shall last for 
four consecutive business days, Monday ilirough Thursday of d1e applicable week. 
If needed, a Run-off election shall be held during the week prior to d1e start of 
Spring Break. 

702.3 Expenditures 

702.3.1 

702.3.2 

702.3.3 

Each Presidential/Vice-Presidential ticket and Senatorial C~He:lidaocCaodidate or 
ticket shaLl submit a completed Campaign Budget Statement to d1e E lection Rules 
Commission before d1ey will be allowed to officially campaign. This statement shall 
include all campaign contributions and any campaign expenditures with all receipts 
attached. 
A Campaign Ticket or Senatorial C:ulcltdttt:eCandidate or ticket shall submit an 
amended expense form to d1e Election Rules Commission when making purchases 
during the weeks of campaigning, detailing the cost and providing d1e receipt. 
Ivlisrepo.tted information on the Campaign Budget Statement may result in 
major/minor violations being assessed against a eaticltdatecandidate or ticket. 

702.4 Campaigning 

702.4.1 Students may not actively or passively campaign prior to Official Campaigning. 

702.4.1.1 Students may solicit the assistance of campaign staff and organizers. 

702.4.2 Presidential/Vice-Presidential CaHclie:laocCandidates and tickets may select a student 
to act as their Campaign Manager. If a Campaign Manager is chosen then he/ she 
shall supervise a campaign ticket's logistics, paperwork, finances, and all Campaign 
Staff. The Campaign Manager shall also ensure that aU Campaign Staff is familiar 
with all the rules, statutes, and regulations that pertain to the elections and 
campa1grung. 

702.4.2.1 Campaign Managers and Campaign Staff are optional, but are required to be 
reported to d1e Election Rules Commission. 

702.4.3 
702.4.4 

702.4.2.1.1 If a Campaign Manager and/or Campaign Staff are established, then a 
Campaign Staff List must be reported by the start of official campaigning. 

Any student or non-student may engage in Passive and/ or Active Campaigning. 
Rights and restrictions on campaign materials shall be oudined in the Election Rules 
Commission Rules of Procedure and Tide 7. 

702.5 Campaigning Code of Ethics 

702.5.1 No e11ndidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall ilireaten or commit 
any violence to any member of a campaign ticket. 
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702.5.2 No candid:a~e candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall commit or attempt to 
commit extortion or blackmail. 

702.5.3 No cl\nd::idate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall knowingly provide 
false information before the Election Rules Commission or Supreme Court. 

702.5.4 No candidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall withhold any financial 
records when reporting a budget or changes to the budget. 

702.5.5 No cftfld:i:date candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall commit or attempt to 
commit a bribe. 

702.5.6 No candidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall commit slander or 
libel. 

702.5.7 No candidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall commit destruction 
or theft of any campaign material. 

702.5.8 No candidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall usc any A&S fLmded 
materials for any political campaigns with the exception of materials produced in 
Student Government Computer Se1vices. 

702.5.9 No eaHdidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall condone or authorize 
the destruction or theft of any campaign material. 

702.5.10 No eaadi:date candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall cast or attempt to 
cast more than one vote or tamper wid1 the election software. 

702.5.11 No eaadidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall condone or authorize 
d1e casting of more than one vote or tampering with the election software. 

702.5.12 No candidate candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall condone, authorize, 
or sponsor mobile polling stations. 

702.5.13 No esndi:dat:e candidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall distribute campaign 
materials by sliding material under doors of residence halls. 

702.5.14 No eand::idatecandidate. ticket. or member of a campaign shall distribute campaign 
materials by placing them on vehicles parked on-campus. 

702.6 General Election Ballot 

702.6.1 
702.6.2 

702.6.3 

There shall be no write-in eandidatecandidMes or tickets. 
Cand:i:dttteCandidates and tickets shall not run for more than one position during the 
General E lection. 
Should a Presidential or Vice-Presidential Candidate remove their name from a 
campaign ticket, the remaining candidate must select and report the replacement to 
the Election Rules Commission within forty:.eight_(i8) hours. 

702.6.3.1 Violations assessed shall remain in effect for cite new ticket. 

702.6.4 

702.6.5 

702.6.6 

CftfldidnteCandidates and tickets may withdraw from the election at any time by 
submitting a Withdrawal form. CandidftteCandidates and tickets who withdraw from 
d1e election may not reapply for any position in that General Election after the close 
of applications. 
The cftndidatecandidate's or ticket's legal name shall be on the ballot. The Election 
Rules Commission may allow nicknames to be listed along with the legal name on 
the ballot. 
The order of the caadidatecandidates' and tickets' names on the ballot shall be 
determined by a randomized selection process as determined by the voting software. 
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702.7 M ajor and Minor Violations 

702.7.1 

702.7.2 

Should the actions of any Campaign Ticket, Campaign Staff or Candidate violate 
Student Government Statutes or Election Rules Commission Rules of Procedure, 
the respective Campaign Ticket or Candidate may be held liable. If actions are 
proven beyond a reasonable doubt, then the Election Rules Commission may assess 
violations to the respective Campaign Ticket or Candidate. 
The E lection Rules Conunission does not have jurisdiction beyond Student 
Government Statutes and Election Rules Commission Rules ofProcedme. 

702.7.2.1 Violations of University Policy and Student Code of Conduct shall be 
determined by the office of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 

702.7 .2.2 Violations of municipal, state and federal law shall be determined by the judiciary 
of the respective government. 

702.7.3 The Election Rules Commission will accept grievances against Cftfldic:Hl~ecandidates 
and tickets_, Cftmpftign Tielte~s. er their s~aff throughout the weeks of campaigning 
for the General Election. Grievances may be filed by students, faculty, or staff for a 
breach of any Student GoverJUnent governing document. 

702.7.3.1 The person filing the grievance must provide sufficient evidence of the breach in 
order for the Election Rules Commission to adopt the grievance. 

702.7 .3.2 Grievance procedmes shall be furd1er outlined in the Election Rules 
Commission Rules of Procedure. 

702.7 .3.3 The Supe1visor of E lections has the discretion to dismiss any grievance with 
proper justification. 

702.7.4 The Election Rules Commission may independently investigate a breach of any 
Student Government governing document without a grievance being filed. 

702.7.4.1 Investigative procedures shall be further oudined in the E lection Rules 
Commission Rules of Procedme. 

702.7.5 

702.7.6 

702.7.7 

702.7.8 

The Election Rules Commission may assess violations to Campaign Tickets or a 
Candidate for technical violations such as late papetwork, etc. These violations will 
be handled by the Election Rules Commission and grievances will not be accepted 
accusing a eandidatecandiclate or ticket of these offenses. 
The Election Rules Commission may assess violations to Campaign Tickets or a 
Candidate for misreported information on tl1e Campaign Budget Statement. These 
violations will be handled by the Election Rules Commission and grievances will not 
be accepted accusing a c:uld:i:d~ttecandidate or ticket of thi5-these offense§.. 
A Campaign Ticket shall be disqualified should the Campaign Ticket accumulate a 
major violation or iliree minor violations. 
No grievances may be filed witl1 tl1e Election Rules Commission after 5:00PM on 
the day of tl1e certification of tl1e results of the General Election. 

702.8 Run-Off E lections 
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702.8.1 

702.8.2 

702.8.3 

702.8.4 

702.8.5 

702.8.6 

After the results of the General Election have been announced, the Election Rules 
Commission will inform the eand:idatecandidates and tickets as to whether or not a 
Run-Off E lection will need to be held. All the policies and procedures of the 
General Election shall apply to a Run-Off Election, except tho~e changed by the 
policies and procedures found below. 
Run-Off Elections shall occur the following Tuesday and Wednesday after the 
official announcement and certification of the election results. 
No purchases may be made for the Run-Off E lection until the Election Rules 
Commission has determined which Campaign Tickets shall participate in the Run­
Off election. 
Campaigning will begin inunediately following the official announcement that a Run­
Off Election will occur and end upon the closing of the polls on the final day of 
voting. 
Violations assessed to ettncHclatecandidates and tickets in the General Election shall 
remain in effect until the certification of the results of the Run-Off Election. 
No grievances shall be filed once the Election Rules Commission has certified the 
Run-Off election results. 
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Chapter 

703 

General Requirements and Regulations for Senate Mid-Term Elections 

703.1 Occurrence of Election and Determination ofVacancies 

703.1.1 The Mid-Term election shall take place the second Tuesday and Wednesday of 
October. The purpose of a Mid-Term election is to fill vacant Senate seats>~ 
propose any Constitutional Amendments. and vote on any referenda. 

793.1.1.1 The Election Rules Cetl'tl:ni:ssi:en shaH certify th:e tesults efthe "&ficl Teflft 
Eleetien at 5:00 PM en the Friday felle,,...tftg the dose ef the pel!:iftg stati<>fl15. 

703.1.2 The total number of vacant seats shall be determined by the Senate President Pro 
Tempore in conjunction with the Advisor and made public prior to the onset of the 
elections. 

703.2 Candidacy 

703.2.1 

703.2.2 

703.2.3 

Students interested in runn.ing for the Senate will be able to pick up an application 
packet from the Election Rules Commission in the Fall semester beginn.ing on the 
first day of classes. 
Canc!iclateCandidates and tickets will be allowed to apply Monday through Friday, 
except holidays, beginning the fixst day of classes. The application shall be due to the 
Election Rules Commission no later d1an the close of business (4:59:59PM) on the 
Friday of the dllid week of September. 
To apply for candidacy, ell:ftcl:idatecandidates and tickets must submit the following 
required forms in order to be put on the ballot. 

703.2.3.1 The official application packet 
703.2.3.2 A Declaration of Intent 
703.2.3.3 A Buckley Waiver 

703.2.4 

703.2.5 

For lvlid-Term elections, Senate Canc!iclat:ccandidates and tickets shall be required to 
attend an official Candidate Meeting. There will be at least two meetings scheduled 
for Senatorial Clmc!idatecandidates and tickets before Official Campaigning begins. 
At these meetings, eanc!iclatecandidates and tickets will be given a Senatorial 
Candidate Packet. 
The week prior to the first week of campaigning shall be reserved for d1e Student 
Government Advising,-ftfld Training. and Operations Sen-lees Bureau to check the 
eligibility of eaac!idatecandidates and tickets. When the Student Government 
Advising, -mW-_Training. and Operations SetTiee Bureau hashave completed dus 
check, they will contact the Election Rules Commission who will certify the 
eanc!idatecandidate or ticket to 1un in d1e election. If a eanc!idatecandidate or ticket 
is found to be ineligible to mn for office they will be notified of the reason for their 
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703.2.6 

703.2.7 

ineligibility. TI1e E lection Rules Commission may still hold Candidate meetings 
during this time. 
Cftt:tdidftt:eCandidates and tickets shall not appear on the ballot unless all required 
paperwork has been received by the Election Rules Commission. 
Clit:tdid.f\teCandidates and tickets may request changes to documents which they have 
submitted to the E lection Rules Commission by submitting a Change Request form. 

703.3 Mid-Term Election Ballot 

703.3.1 
703.3.2 

There shall be no write-in eftfldidf!tecandidates or tickets. 
Senatorial eaftdid.f\t:ecandidates and tickets shall not n111 for more than one Senate 
seat during d1e election. 

703.3.2.1 Caadidat:eCandidates and tickets who have declared a major shall run for a 
Senate seat in the college in which they are majoring. 

703.3.2.1.1 Cat:tdid~tteCandi.dates and tickets shall tun in the college d1ey are 
currently registered in according to the Office of the Registrar. 

703.3.2.2 If a student is registered in more than one college, they must choose which 
college they will run in. 

703.3.2.3 Cll:ftdidftteCandidates and tickets who have not declared a major shall run in the 
college of ilieir choice. 

703.3.3 

703.3.4 

703.3.5 

703.3.6 

No undergraduate eandidatecandidate or ticket may run in a college d1at is restricted 
to graduate students. 
CatHlidateCandidates and tickets may withdraw from the election at any given time 
wiiliout penalty by submitting a Withdrawal form. G1tAdidateCandidates and tickets 
who withdraw from d1e election may not reapply. 
The eaftdidatecandidate's or ticket's legal name will be required to put on the ballot. 
The Election Rules Commission may allow nicknames to be listed along with ilie 
legal name on ilie ballot. 
The order of the eandidatecandidates' and tickets' names on d1e ballot shall be 
determined by a randomized selection process as determined by ilie voting software. 

703.4 E xpenditures 

703.4.1 CandidateCandidates and tickets shall submit a completed Campaign Budget 
Statement to d1e Election Rules Commission before d1ey will be allowed to officially 
campaign. This statement shall include all campaign contributions and any campaign 
e:h'Penditures wiili all receipts attached. 

703.4.1.1 All Campaign Budget Statements shall be posted on the Student Government 
Website. 

703.4.2 A Campaign Ticket or Senatorial Candidate shall submit an amended expense form 
to ilie Election Rules Commission when making purchases dw-ing ilie weeks of 
campaigning, detailing the cost and providing the receipt. 
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703.4.3 Misreported information on the Campaign Budget Statement may result in violations 
assessed against a eaHd:icllttecandidate or ticket. 

703.5 Campaigning 

703.5.1 

703.5.2 

Campaigning shall begin two weeks prior to the week of voting for the Midterm 
Election and will end on the final day of voting. 
Students may not actively or passively campaign prior to Official Campaigning. 

703.5.2.1 Students may solicit the assistance of campaign staff and organizers 

703.5.3 

703.5.4 
703.5.5 

Rights and restrictions on active campaigning for eaHdidatecandidate and tickets shall 
be outlined in the Election Rules Commission Rules of Procedure and Title 7. 
Any student or non-student may engage in passive and/ or active campaigning. 
Rights and restrictions on campaign materials shall be outlined in the Election Rules 
Commission Rules of Procedure. 

703.6 Violation Assessment 

703.6.1 Mid-Term E lections shall follow tl1e violation assessment procedure of tl1e General 
E lections. 

793.6.1703.6.2 No grievances may be filed with the Election Rules Commission after 5:00 
PM on the day of the certification of the results of the Mid-Term Election. 

703.7 Run-OffElections 

703.7.1 

703.7.2 

703.7.3 

703.7.4 

After the results of the Midterm Election have been announced, the Election Rules 
Commission will inform tl1e eltHdidatecandidates and tickets as to whether or not a 
Run-Off E lection will need to be held. All the policies and procedures of the 
Midterm Election shall apply to a Run-Off E lection, except those changed by the 
policies and procedures found below. 
Run-Off Elections shall occur tlte following Tuesday and Wednesday after the 
official announcement and certification of the election results. 
Campaigning will begin immediately following tlte announcement that a Run-Off 
Election will occur and end on the final day of voting. 
No grievances shall be filed once the Election Rules Commission has certified tlte 
Run-Off election results. 
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Chapter 

704 

Geaefal E lections and Student Government Supreme Court 

704.1 CetterttlElections 

704.1.1 

704.1.2 
704.1.3 

In all Supreme Court hearings where the Election Rules Commission is a party in a 
case against a candidate or Campaign Ticket, they will be represented by the Student 
Government Attorney General. In the event that the Attorney General and Deputy 
Attorney General are unable to represent the Election Rules Commission. the 
E lection Rules Commission shall ~ippoint their own student representation. 
The burden of proof shall rest with the plaintiff and appellant. 
The Statute of Limitations for eleetiot'l cases to be filed with the Supreme Court shall 
be by 5:00 PM on the day of the certification of the results re-·efl~· fol:li' how:s after 
the elose of the polb fot of the General Election. Mid-Term Election, or the-Run­
Off Election if it occurs. 

704.1.3.1 For appeals to be filed with the Supreme Court. the Statute of Limitations shall 
be forty-eight (48) hours after the original opinion from the Election Rules 

704.1.4 
Commission is rendered via email. 

All rulings by the Supreme Court in eleettofls cases shall be made within two (2) 
business days after the close of the hearing. The Supreme Court will issue the 
necessary opinions for the case within three (3) business days of the ruling. 

704.2 Appeal of Violation Assessm ent 

704.2.1 

704.2.2 

CaaclieateCand.idates or tickets who feel that violations were assessed to them 
.incorrectly during an election may appeal these violations to tl1e S·upreme Court. 
Multiple violation assessments may be handled by the Supreme Court as one singu1'lr 
appeal. 
Violations assessed by the Election Rules Commission against a candidate or ticket 
may be appealed to the Supreme Court only on the following grounds: 

704.2.2.1 There was a procedural error in the way the Election Rules Commission handled 
the situation. 

704.2.2.2 There was bias within the Election Rules Commission. 
704.2.2.3 The violation assessment was not applied consistently to each e:~ftaieatecandidate 

or ticket in accordance with tl1e governing documents. 
704.2.2.4 The Supreme Comt must provide justification for their decision within two (2) 

business days of making the decision. Decisions must be made public. 

704.2.3 

704.2.4 

Appeals of violation assessment shall follow the Supreme Comt trial procedures for 
appellate jurisdiction as outlined in the Supreme Court Rules of Procedure. 
Should a eaftclieatecandidate or ticket be removed by the Election Rules Commission 
and not have time to appeal the decision prior to the official voting days for a 
General Election or Run-Off Election then the caaffieatecandidate or ticket will 
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704.2.5 

continue to campaign. The Supreme Court may invalidate the votes received by the 
e11nc:iidarecandidate or ticket if the violation assessment is upheld. 
The Supreme Court shall have the authority to reverse or uphold violations assessed 
to any eancl:iclatecandidate or ticket in cases of violation appeal. 

704.2.5.1 The Court shall not reduce major violations to minor violations or vice-versa. 
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Chapter 

705 

Special Elections 

705.1 Interim E lections 

705.1.1 

705.1.2 

705.1.3 

705.1.4 

705.1.5 
705.1.6 

705.1.7 

The Senate may only call for an Interim Election through a supermajority vote of the 
Senate. 
The Senate may not hold an Interim Election unless the total number of filled Senate 
seats falls below (85%) of d1e total number of allotted seats. 
The total number of vacant seats shall be determined by the Senate President Pro 
Tempore in conjunction w.id1 the Advisor and made prior to the onset of the Interim 
E lections. 
Upon announcement of an Interim Election, the officers of the E lection Rules 
Commission will meet to draft a plan for the specifics of the election. 
An Interim Election may only call for a Senatorial Election. · 
No part of an Interim Election may be held during Spring Break, Winter Break, or 
any University Holiday. 
There must be an Election Rules Commission for an Interim E lection to be called. 

705.2 Recalls 

705.2.1 A Recall election may be called at any time during an academic semester and will be 
handled by the Student Government Advising, Training, and Operations Bureau 
with the assistance of the Election Rules Commission. 

705.2.2 Upon announcement of a Recall election, d1e officers of the Election Rules 
Commission will meet with the Student Government Advising and Training Office 
to draft a plan for the specifics of d1e election. 

705.2.3 Any student enrolled at the University of Soud1 Florida, Tampa Campus, can .initiate 
a recall petition in accordance with the Student Body Constitution. 

795.2.3705.2.4 The current Student Body President and Vice-President. as well as members 
in a college of the current Senate. are the only people who can be subjected to a 
Recall election. as oudined in the Student Body Constitution. 

795.2.4705.2.5 The Recall election shall be held no later d1an three (3) weeks after the 
individual reeal:l:iflg the effieet has submitted all appropriate materials necessaty to 
hold a recall election to the Student Government Advising, Training, and Operations 
Bureau. 

705.2.5705.2.6 The official ballot shall state d1e name of the Student Government Office ef 
the effiei1tl in question followed by, in no more than 200 words, the reasons for 
demanding recall of the Officet: as set forth in the recall petition. 

705.2.6705.2.7 The official ballot shall also include a rebuttal from the elected official(s) 
Offieef being recalled. This rebuttal shall not be longer than 200 words. 

795.2.7705.2.8 The reasons for the recall and the rebuttal fwtn the effieer heffi.g reealled 
shall be made public and accessible to all students prior to the Recall Election. 

705.2.8705.2.9 A majority of the Eleet:erate vetiflgvotes cast in favor of the removal of the 
elected official(s) shall lead to thei!; removat ef the Offieet": 
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795.2.9705.2.10 The Student Government Advising, Training, and Operations Bureau shall 
be responsible for certification of the election within one (1) business day of the 
close of d1e election. 

705.3 Student Referendum 

705.3.1 

705.3.2 

Any student enrolled at the University of South Florida, Tampa Campus, can call for 
a Student Referendum in accordance with the Student Body Constitution. 
Should a student acquire the necessary signatures to get the Student Referendum on 
the ballot then the Referendum may be proposed to the Student Body at the next 
Mid-Term or General Election held within the Fall and Spring academic semesters. 
Should " stuaet1t aequiJ:e the t1eeessary signat:tlres to get the Studetlt Referendwn on 
the ballot thet1 n Refe:eRdum Eleetiot1 shnl:l ee held. 

705.3.3 To be authorized by the Supreme Court to be placed on the ballot. the Student 
Referendum shall be sent to the Supreme Court for a review of constitutional 
conformity. 

795.3.2.1 705.3.3.1 If passed thwugh the constitutional conformity re,riew. the Student 
Referendum as written shall be placed on the ballot. 

795.3.3 } .. Refefetuhu~ Eleetioa ffl1tY be eaHecl at llt1Y titne during at1 fteadem:ie semester and 
w:i:l:l ee hat1d:led by the St:t1dent Go.,·erflmeat ilf:h=isffig, Trttifl:itlg, fttld Ope:ratiotts 
Btlf:eftu if the Super.'i5o:t: of Eleetiot1s hfts ttot yet talrea offi:ee. 

705.3.4 The official ballot shall state verbatim the Student Referendum as submitted by the 
student. and authorized by the Supreme Court. M:ld ftpptoved by the Electorate. 

705.3.5 The official ballot shall also include a statement explaining the reason for b ringing 
forth the Student Referendum. 

705.3.6 

705.3.7 

705.3.8 

The deadline for the Student Referendum to be submitted to the Election Rules 
Commission shall be teH (lO) twenty (20) business days prior to the election in which 
it will be voted on. 
The ]flitifttft"e Referendum as well as the reason for bringing forth d1e Initiat:We 
Referendum shall be made public and accessible to all students on the Student 
Government Website at least five (5) business days prior to the Referendtta1 
Eleettot1clection in which it will be voted on. 
A majority of the votes cast .in favor of the Student Referendum shall constitute the 
non-binding approval of the Student Referendum by the Student Body.Ia--the 
abset1ee of the Supet"risOt of Eleettofls, the StudeHt GovettHnent Adv-isffig, Trttitttftg, 
ftBd Oper:ttiofls Bttre:tu shal:l be responsible fet eertifieatiofl of the eleetiott withffi 
t\vettty feur (24) hotlfS of the elose of the election. 

705.4 Student Government Referendum 

705.4.1 

705.4.2 

705.4.3 

Any Officer of Student Government may it'tltiate submit a Referendum during any 
academic semester to the Student Government Senate. 
The Student Government Referendum must be given to the Senate President forty­
eight (48) hours in advance of the Senate meeting at which it is to be presented. 
The Student Government Referendum must pass by a simple majority vote of the 
Senate and be signed by both the Senate President and the Student Body President in 
order to be placed on the ballot to be voted upon by the Student Body at the next 
tvlid-Term or General Election held within the Fall and Spring academic semesters. 
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705.4.4 To be :mthot:ized by the Supreme Court and be sent to the Senate. the Student 
Government Referendum shall be sent to the Supreme Court for a review of 
constitutional conformity. 

705.4.4.1 If passed through the constitutional conformity review. the Student Govemment 
Referendum as written shall be placed on the ballot. 

705.4.5 The official ballot shall state verbatim the Student Gmrernment Referendum as 

705.4.6 

705.4.7 

705.4.8 

705.4.9 

submitted by the officer and appwved by the Senate. 
The official ballot shall also include a statement explairUng the reason for bringing 
forth tl1e Student Govemment Referendum. 
The deadline for tl1e Student Government Referendum to be submitted to the 
Election Rules Commission shall be fifteen (15) business days prior to tl1e election in 
which it will be voted on. 
The Referendum as well as the reason for bringing forth the Referendum shall be 
made public and accessible to all students on the Student Government website at 
least five (5) business days prior to the election in which it will be voted on. 
A majority of the votes cast in favor of the Student Govemment Referendum shall 
constitute the non-binding approval of the Student Government Referendmn by the 
Student Body. 

705.5 Constitutional Amendments 

705.5.1 

795.5.2 

705.5.2 

705.5.3 

705.5.4 

705.5.5 

Any student may propose a Constitutional Amendment. The Amendment must be 
approved by a supermajority vote of Senate and be signed by both the Senate 
President and the Student Body President before being placed on the ballot to be 
voted upon by the Student Body at the next Mid-Term or General Election held 
within the Fall and Spring academic semesters. 
A Ceast:itttt:ieaal :z\meftdtneat ftlar he propesed te the Stttdeat Bear ia: nnJ Mid 
Tenner General Eleet:ieft held •uithi:n the FftH aad Spriflg aeadeal:ie semestets. 
The deadline for the Constitutional Amendment to be submitted to the Election 
Rules Commission shall be fifteen (15) business days prior to the election in which it 
will be voted on. 
Constitutional Amendments shall be pt~bli'3heclmade public and accessible to all 
students on the Student Government website, with an explanation of what is being 
proposed, at least five (5) business days prior to beiag veted et1 by the Eleeteffttethe 
election in which it will be voted on. 
The official ballot shall state the proposed ehange ftnd/e1' ftddit:ieaamendment to the 
Student Body Constitution to be voted on by the EleeterateStudent Body. 
If a majority of the votes cast Eleeterftte "·he ¥eted ifl the eleet:iea ·retes are in favor 
of the Amendment, then the Amendment shall be adopted. 

705.6 Selection of Last Resort 

705.6.1 

705.6.2 

If d1e processes aforementioned in Title VII cannot select an official and swam 
President and Student Body Vice President within ten (1 0) business days before ef 
the Spring Commencement, then tl1e Student Senate of the previous term shall select 
from tl1e certified pool of Campaign Tickets a joint Presidential and Vice-Presidential 
ticket to be the President and Vice-President. 
The Selection of Last Resort shall occur, even if there is pending litigation or dispute. 

Page 23 of25 



705.6.3 

705.6.4 

If the President and Student Body Vice-President have been selected by Selection of 
Last Resort, d1en they shall be subject to a Student Body Vote of Confidence in the 
next Mid-Term Election. 
Should the President and Student Body Vice-President be removed by a vote of 
confidence (2/3rds +1 of the electoral vote "no-confidence"), then the Order of 
Succession shall determine the new officers and a Special Election shall take place 
four weeks after the Mid-Tetm Election and shall be governed similar to the General 
Election, except that dates mentioned in the General Election statute shall be 
modified to reflect the Special E lections date and time. 

705.7 Expedited Elections 

705.7.1 

705.7.2 

705.7.3 

705.7.4 

705.7.5 

705.7.6 

705.7.7 

Only the Supervisor of Elections ~ltld the Student Government Supreme Court can 
call for Expedited E lection. 
Upon announcement of an Expedited E lection, the officers of the Election Ru1es 
Commission will meet to draft a plan for the specifics of the election. 
All papenvork submitted by eatldtdst:ecandidates and tickets to d1e Election Ru1es 
Commission shall remain in effect. 
An Expedited Election may call for a ~residential/Vice-Presidential race, a Senatorial 
race, or both. 
Officers of the Election Ru1es Commission may be subject to impeachment for 
decisions made during an Expedited Election. 
No part of an Expedited Election may be held during Spring Break, Winter Break, or 
any University Holiday. 
An Expedited Election must be completed by the last day of Spring classes. 
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William Wa11nke, Student Body President 

SB [S] 54-017 

Authors: 54rh Term Election Statutes Ad,Hoc Committee 
Adam Aldridge, Senate President Pro Tempore 

Sponsor: Masiel Pelegrino, Senator, College of Arts and Sciences 

Date 

Committee Action: (4-0-1) (Ad,Hoc), Suspended through Committee on Rules 
First Reading: January 28'h, 2014 
Second Reading: February 4'11

, 2014 
Third Reading: February 4'", 2014 
Final Vote Count: (21-3-1) 
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