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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention concerns an assay for the detection of
polyketide synthetase (PKS) mRNA from the red tide
dinoflagellate Karenia brevis. Another aspect of the invention
concerns NASBA primers and a molecular beacon that enable
detection of mRNA of one of the PKS genes. In another
aspect, the present invention includes an internal control
RNA (IC-RNA) that enables quantitative detection of the
target as well as correction for inhibition of amplification. The
assay of the invention provides a rapid and specific detection
of'the putative toxin-producing genes of the Florida Red Tide
Organism. The assay of the invention is useful for determin-
ing the virulence of red tide blooms.
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DETECTION OF POLYKETIDE
SYNTHETASE GENE EXPRESSION IN
KARENIA BREVIS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application Ser. No. 60/731,327, filed Oct. 28, 2005,
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety, including any figures, tables, nucleic acid sequences,
amino acid sequences, and drawings.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

The subject matter of this application has been supported
by research grants from the National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) under grant numbers NA160P1437
and NAO6NOS4780230 and a research grant from the
National Science Foundation under grant number
BES-0216305. Accordingly, the government may has certain
rights in this invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

By conservative estimates, harmful algal blooms (HABs)
cost the United States $50 million per year (Hoagland, P. et al.
Estuaries, 2002, 25:819-837). Such estimates are based upon
direct economic impacts on tourism, fisheries, etc., and do not
account for irremediable costs such as those caused by mass
marine mammal mortalities (Landsberg, J. H. Rev. Fish. Sci.,
2002, 10:113-390; Landsberg, J. H. and Steidinger, K. A. “A
historical review of Gymnodinium breve red tides implicated
in mass mortalities of the manatee (Trichechus mantus lat-
irostris) in Florida, USA”, 1998, pp. 97-100, in B. Reguera et
al. Eds, Proceedings of the 8 International Conference on
Harmful Algae, Xunta de Galicia and Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO, Vigo Spain).
Worldwide, algal toxins of all types may be responsible for as
many as 60,000 human intoxication events per year (Van
Dolah, F. M. et al. Hum. Ecol. Risk Assess., 2001, 7:1329-
1345).

Nearly all coastal regions of the United States are impacted
by HABs for various intervals in time and intensity. Perhaps
no coastal environment has a frequency of HABs equal to that
of the Florida Gulf Coast, caused by the nonperidinin
dinoflagellate Karenia brevis (Davis) cf. Hansen and
Moestrup (=Gymnodinium breve). Although red tides have
been observed in the Gulf of Mexico since the Spanish Con-
quests and reports of catastrophic fish mortalities go back to
1844, the identity of K. brevis, initially named G. breve, as the
causative agent was not determined until the bloom of 1946 to
1947 (Gunther, G. et al. Ecol. Monogr, 1948, 18:311-324). In
certain years, red tides have occurred during 12 months of the
year, although they are most often encountered in the late
summer and early fall, correlating with heavy rainfall (Lands-
berg, J. H. Rev. Fish. Sci., 2002, 10:113-390).

There is a need for monitoring and prediction of HABs, and
those of K. brevis are of particular concern. Historically,
blooms have occurred primarily during the fall and winter
months. However over recent years, the Florida red tide spe-
cifically and HABs in general appear to be more prevalent and
wide-spread (Chretiennot-Dinet, M., Oceanis, 2001, 24:223-
238; Hallegraeftf, G. M., Phycologia, 1991, 32:79-99). Mas-
sive fish kills, marine mammal mortalities, human poisonings
due to the consumption of tainted shellfish and complaints of
respiratory irritations among beach-goers are associated with
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these blooms (Kirkpatrick et al., Harmful Algae, 2004, 3:99-
115; Van Dolah et al., in Toxicology of Marine Mammals,
Taylor & Francis, Inc., 2002, Vos et al. (Eds.), p. 247-269).
These harmful effects are attributed to a suite of polyketide
secondary metabolites known as brevetoxins, which are part
of a larger family of dinoflagellate-derived polyketide toxins
that pose a threat to human health. Brevetoxins are polyether
ladder type compounds having two parent backbone struc-
tures, brevetoxin A and brevetoxin B, each with several side-
chain variants. Examples of other harmful polyketide toxins
include ciguatoxin, okadaic acid, and the related kinophysis-
toxins, pectenotoxins, yessotoxin, and the azaspiracids. The
mechanism of synthesis of brevetoxins is unknown but is
hypothesized to be the result of enzymes similar to polyketide
synthetases. Recently, two polyketide synthetase genes were
described from K. brevis (Snyder et al. Mar. Biotechnol.,
2003, 5:1-12; Snyder et al. Phytochemistry, 2005, 66(15):
1767-80).

A myriad of approaches have been taken to address the
problem of HAB monitoring and prediction, including satel-
lite ocean color sensing (Stumpf, R. P. Hum. Ecol. Risk
Assess., 2001, 7:1363-1368), photopigment analysis (Millie,
D. F. et al. Limnol. Oceanogr., 1997, 42:1240-1251; Millie,
D.F.etal.J. Phycol., 2001, 37:35; Oernolfsdottir, E. B. et al.
J. Phycol., 2003, 39:449-457), and toxin analysis (Pierce, R.
H. and Kirkpatrick, G. J. Environ. Toxicol. Chem., 2001,
20:107-114). Additionally, molecular methods are being
developed to detect a variety of HAB species, including A/ex-
andrium sp. (Adachi, M. et al. J. Phycol., 1996, 32:1049-
1052; Godhe, A. et al. Mar. Biotechnol., 2001, 3:152-162),
Gymnodinium sp. (Godhe, A. et al. Mar. Biotechnol., 2001,
3:152-162; Peperzak, L. et al. “Application and flow cytomet-
ric detection of antibody and rRNA probes to Gymnodinium
mikimotoi (Dinophyceae) and Pseudo-nitzschia multiseries
(Bacillariophyceae), 2000, pp. 206-209, in G. M. Hallegraff
et al. Eds., Harmful algal blooms, IOC-UNESCO, Paris,
France), Pseudonitzschia sp. (Peperzak, L. et al. “Application
and flow cytometric detection of antibody and rRNA probes
to Gymnodinium mikimotoi (Dinophyceae) and Pseudo-
nitzschia multiseries (Bacillariophyceae), 2000, pp. 206-209,
in G. M. Hallegraff et al. Eds., Harmful algal blooms, IOC-
UNESCO, Paris, France ), Pfiesteria sp., and Pfiesteria-like
organisms (Litaker, R. W. etal. J. Phycol., 2003,39:754-761)
aswell as K. brevis (Gray, M. etal. Appl. Environ. Microbiol.,
2003, 69:5726-5730; Loret, P. et al. J. Plankton Res., 2002,
24:735-739). All of these methods must be calibrated with
microscopy-derived cell counts, which are prone to errors
(Culverhouse, P. F. et al. Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser., 2003,247:17-
25).

Nucleic acid sequence-based amplification (NASBA) is an
isothermal method of RNA amplification that has been pre-
viously used in clinical diagnostic testing. Recently, a real-
time NASBA assay was developed for the detection of ribu-
lose-1,5-bisphosphate carboxylase-oxygenase (RuBisCO)
large-subunit (rbcl.) mRNA from K. brevis (Casper et al.,
Applied and Environmental Microbiology, 2004, August,
70(8):4727-4732). The rbcl. mRNA was selected as the target
because cellular levels of mRNA are typically high and RNA
degrades quickly in the environment, resulting in detection of
viable K. brevis populations only. NASBA RNA amplifica-
tion occurs at 41° C. (Davey et al., European Patent No. EP
0329822). RNA is amplified by use of an enzyme cocktail
including T7 RNA polymerase, avian myeloblastosis virus
reverse transcriptase, RNaseH, and two target-specific oligo-
nucleotide primers.

Real-time detection of the amplicon was accomplished by
use of a molecular beacon, a single-stranded oligonucleotide
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that forms a stem-loop structure (Tyagi and Kramer, Nature
Biotech., 1996, 14:303-308). The molecular beacon was
labeled with 6-carboxy fluorescein (6-FAM) at its 5' end and
quencher DABCYL at its 3' end. When the beacon is in the
closed (hairpin loop) configuration the fluorophore is
quenched. Upon binding to the amplicon, the quencher is
separated from the fluorophore and the probe fluoresces. Dur-
ing the amplification reactions, the fluorescent signal is mea-
sured. The time at which the signal reaches exponential
growth is defined as the time to positivity (TTP), which is
analogous to the threshold cycle value in PCR. The TTP value
is a function of how much initial target RNA is in the sample.
This NASBA-based assay for K. brevis rtbc. mRNA was used
to successfully detect and quantify K. brevis in cultures and
field samples collected from the coastal waters of southwest
Florida.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an amplification and detec-
tion technology for polyketide synthetase (PKS) gene expres-
sion from the red tide dinoflagellate Karenia brevis in
samples, such as biological and environmental samples,
based upon an enzymatic amplification reaction, such as
nucleic acid sequence-based amplification (NASBA) or RT-
PCR. The method of the invention is sensitive, rapid, and
effective and may be used as an additional or alternative
method to detect and quantify K. brevis in the marine envi-
ronment.

NASBA is an isothermal method of amplifying RNA
(Compton, J. Nature, 1991, 350(6313):91-92). The process
results in an approximate billion-fold amplification of the
RNA target in less than two hours and does not require the use
ot Taq polymerase or thermal cycling. Ithas been described as
a self-sustained sequence reaction (3SR) (Guatelli et al.,
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. US4, 1990, 87(5):1874-1878) and tran-
scription-based amplification (TAS) (Kwoh, D.Y. et al., Proc.
Natl. Acad. Sci. USA, 1989, 86(4):1173-1177).

Key components of NASBA are the conversion of RNA
into DNA by the action of reverse transcriptase and the pro-
duction of RNA by T7 RNA polymerase. First, in the non-
cyclic or linear phase of the reaction, a primer (P1) is bound
at the 3' end of messenger RNA (mRNA). This primer is
unusual in that it contains a T7 RNA polymerase promoter.
Second, AMV reverse transcriptase converts the molecule to
a RNA/DNA hybrid. RNAse H specifically degrades the
RNA in the hybrid and the AMV reverse transcriptase con-
verts the single stranded DNA into double stranded DNA.
Finally, T7 RNA polymerase recognizes the T7 RNA poly-
merase promoter, initiating the cyclic phase. Antisense RNA
product is produced and the AMV reverse transcript makes a
DNA/RNA hybrid. RNAse H degrades the RNA, a duplex
DNA molecule is synthesized, T7 RNA polymerase makes
RNA, and the cycle continues.

The method combines current sample concentration and
NASBA technology with novel nucleotide primers to amplify
the dinoflagellate (K. brevis) RNA. Samples are obtained and
can be concentrated by any method known in the art (for
example, charged filters, filterite cartridges, vortex flow fil-
tration, etc.) or, alternatively, left unconcentrated. The
dinoflagellate RNA is extracted by a combination of heating
and RNeasy extraction. Utilizing novel PKS-specific prim-
ers, the RNA can be amplified using NASBA technology. The
RNA is then detected using a method known in the art (for
example, by gel electrophoresis, molecular probing, or fluo-
rescent molecular beacons).
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In another aspect, the present invention provides primers,
probes, molecular beacons, specific internal controls, and
methods for detection and quantitation of K. brevis and K.
brevis PKS in samples, such as biological or environmental
samples. These methods (assays) are based upon the ampli-
fication ofa portion of the K. brevis PKS gene, using a method
such as NASBA for amplification, and detection using a
labeled (e.g., fluorescently labeled) molecular beacon. The
NASBA assay of the invention is very robust in amplification
efficiency (e.g., counts of approximately 15-20 min. have
been achieved), making it a very rapid analytical method.

In one embodiment, the sample is an environmental
sample, such as water (e.g., salt water, fresh water, waste
water, drinking water), sewage, sludge, and surfaces or
samples obtained from surface swipes. In another embodi-
ment, the sample is a biological specimen, such as a clinical
sample (e.g., stool, saliva, blood, urine, cerebrospinal fluid,
etc.). In another embodiment, the sample comprises an organ-
ism or tissue from an organism, such as shellfish.

Another aspect of the invention concerns NASBA primers
and amolecular beacon that enable detection of mMRNA of one
of the PKS genes, identified herein as AT2-15L. In another
aspect, the present invention includes an internal control
RNA (IC-RNA) that enables quantitative detection of the
target as well as correction for inhibition of amplification. The
assay of the invention provides a rapid and specific detection
of'the putative toxin-producing genes of the Florida Red Tide
Organism. Such an assay will be useful in determining the
virulence of red tide blooms.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an amplification plot of K. brevis PKS mRNA
using NASBA and an EasyQ Sequence detection system, but
no IC-RNA. The data was transferred to an Excel spreadsheet.
Fluorescence is plotted as a function of time for a dilution
series of K. brevis cell RNA extract.

FIG. 2 is a plot of threshold cycle vs. concentration for
detection of PKS in the absence of IC-RNA. The threshold
cycle or Ct is the time at which amplification was detected,
using the amplification curves of FIG. 1. Note that there is
much noise in the data which can be dramatically reduced by
inclusion of the IC-RNA in the assay (FIGS. 3 and 4).

FIG. 3 is a standard amplification plot of a PKS NASBA
reaction containing 10° copies of PKS transcript and 107
copies of IC-RNA.

FIG. 4 is a plot of cell concentration vs. TTP ratio for a
standard curve of K. brevis cells. The TTP ratio is the ratio of
the times to positivity (or Ct) of the unknown or standard and
the IC-RNA. The IC-RNA corrects for tube to tube variability
and the presence of inhibitors in the amplification reaction

FIG. 5 is a plot of transcript copy number vs. TTP ratio.
This data is analogous to that of FIG. 4 but uses purified in
vitro generated transcript rather than K. brevis cell extracts.

FIG. 6 is a plot of the calculated number of cells per
reaction based on the rbcl. NASBA assay vs. the calculated
number of copies of PKS per reaction in several bloom
samples. Note that optimal PKS mRNA levels occurred at
intermediate cell abundances.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEQUENCES

SEQ ID NO:1 is a target sequence within a K. brevis PKS
gene (AT2-15L).

SEQ ID NO:2 is a K. brevis PKS internal control RNA
(IC-RNA) sequence.
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SEQ ID NO:3 is a forward primer for PKS IC-RNA syn-
thesis (PKScall t).

SEQ ID NO:4 is a reverse primer for PKS IC-RNA syn-
thesis (PKScalRt).

SEQ ID NO:5 is a forward PKS-specific primer (PKS-
NASBA3).

SEQ ID NO:6 is a reverse PKS-specific primer (PKS-
NASBAA4).

SEQ ID NO:7 is a PKS-specific molecular beacon (PKS-
BEACON?2).

SEQ ID NO:8 is a PKS-specific molecular beacon (PK-
SCALBEACON).

SEQ ID NO:9 is the M 13 reverse primer.

SEQ ID NO:10 is the PKS-specific sequence of PKS-
NASBA4 primer (SEQ ID NO:6).

SEQ ID NO:11 is a generic K. brevis PKS IC-RNA
sequence (similar to SEQ ID NO:2), in which the enterovirus
beacon binding site is replaced with any sequence that does
not partially or fully hybridize with the target PKS sequence.
Thus, “n” can be any nucleotide, as long as the sequence of
“n” nucleotides does not fully or partially hybridize with the
target PKS sequence.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

This present invention concerns an amplification assay of
the mRNA ofthe K. brevis polyketide synthetase (PKS) gene.
The assay of the invention, and the primers, molecular bea-
cons, and internal control RNA (IC-RNA) used therein, pro-
vide a rapid determination of K. brevis toxin gene activity,
enabling prediction of fish kills and the determination of
relative virulence of a K. brevis bloom. In one embodiment,
the target K. brevis PKS gene corresponds to the gene iden-
tified herein as AT2-15L (Snyder et al., Phytochemistry, 2005,
66:1767-1780). In a specific embodiment, the polynucleotide
region of SEQ ID NO:1 is targeted. However, other regions of
the K. brevis PKS gene can be targeted, and other Karenia
PKS genes can be targeted, in accordance with the present
invention. For example, in another embodiment, the target
PKS gene corresponds to the gene identified as AT2-10L
Snyder et al., Phytochemistry, 2005, 66:1767-1780).

The subject invention provides polynucleotides and meth-
ods for detecting the presence of K. brevis PKS RNA, within
a sample. The method of the invention can include a series of
biochemical steps preparatory to commencing the detection
assay. In one embodiment, the invention provides an isolated
polynucleotide comprising a nucleic acid sequence selected
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs: 2,3, 4,5,6,7,8,
10, and 11, or a functional fragment thereof. In another
embodiment, the invention provides an isolated polynucle-
otide consisting of a nucleic acid sequence selected from the
group consisting of SEQIDNOs: 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,and 11,
or functional fragments of any of the foregoing.

In one embodiment, the method of the invention comprises
contacting a polynucleotide region of the polyketide syn-
thetase gene of Karenia brevis with amplification primers;
amplifying the polynucleotide region of the polyketide syn-
thetase gene; and detecting the presence of an amplified poly-
nucleotide, wherein the presence of the amplified polynucle-
otide is indicative of the presence of Karenia brevis in the
sample.

The method of the invention includes amplifying the PKS
RNA from the sample using an isolated polynucleotide (am-
plification primer and/or beacon) of the invention, which is
capable of selectively hybridizing with the target nucleic
acids. Preferably, the polynucleotides are selected from the
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group consisting of SEQ ID NOs: 5, 6, 7, and 8, or functional
fragments of any of the foregoing.

Samples are obtained and are tested, either unconcentrated
or after concentration by a method known in the art (for
example, charged filters, filterite cartridges, vortex flow fil-
tration, etc). Current sample concentration and NASBA tech-
nology is combined with novel nucleotide primers to amplify
the PKS RNA contained therein. The PKS RNA can be
extracted by a combination of heating and RNeasy extraction.
Utilizing novel PKS primers, the RNA is amplified using
NASBA technology or other enzyme-based amplification
reaction.

The method of the subject invention involves obtaining or
providing a sample (also referred to herein as the test sample).
The test sample can be taken from anywhere that may contain
K. brevis, for which there is a desire to detect the presence of
the dinoflagellate or its toxin. For instance, such a test sample
can be taken from a human or non-human subject, such as a
companion animal (such as a dog or cat), drinking water, or
livestock (e.g., bovine, porcine, etc.) facilities, livestock
drinking water, the surrounding environment (pastures,
water, etc.), from environmental specimens, from aquatic
media in direct or indirect contact with the source of contami-
nation, for example, coastal or other marine waters, shellfish
beds, rivers close to the source of contamination or crossing
the possible source of contamination, food for humans, shell-
fish and fish meats, food for companion animals, food for
livestock, etc. The test sample can be surface matter that may
contain or otherwise support the presence of the dinoflagel-
late.

The sample can be any sample that may contain the
dinoflagellate. For example, the test sample can be a biologi-
cal sample, such as blood, saliva, urine, sputum, nasal mucus,
feces (stool), host cells, host tissues, tissue homogenates,
muscle, liver, thymus, cerebrospinal fluid, etc.; or an environ-
mental sample such as a salt water, fresh water, or brackish
water sample, a sample of fish or molluscs found in poten-
tially contaminated water, clothing, eating utensils, etc. In
one embodiment, the sample comprises ship ballast water.
The samples can be subjected to purifying protocols known in
the art or used in the detection analysis directly. For example,
column chromatography, density centrifugation, or ammo-
nium sulfate precipitation. These and other methods are dis-
closed, for example, in Sambrook et al., Molecular Cloning:
A Laboratory Manual, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New
York (1989). For simplicity and ease of assay, it is preferred
that the sample be used directly without purification.

The test sample is then subjected to an appropriate treat-
ment to remove or extract the nucleic acid contained in the
dinoflagellate (K. brevis) potentially present in the sample.
The RNA can be extracted by conventional methods, using
conventional kits and reagents and then placed in contact with
the reagents for amplification, e.g., NASBA, the reverse tran-
scription (RT) reaction and for the polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) in conditions in which a sequence of target nucleotides
present in the genome of the dinoflagellate is amplified to
form an amplification product. The RT-PCR reaction can be
performed using conventional methods, either in a single
stage or intwo stages. Those skilled in the art are familiar with
both alternatives.

RNA can be extracted from seawater via a variety of meth-
ods, particularly those described by Gray et al. (App. Environ.
Microbiol., 2003, 69:5726-5730) and Casper et al. (/. Vir
Methods, 2005, 124:149-155). One method is described in
Example 1.

As used herein, the term “primer” means an isolated or
purified polynucleotide which is produced synthetically or
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biologically and includes a specific nucleotide sequence
which permits hybridization to a section containing the target
nucleotide sequence. Defined primers/polynucleotides may
be produced by any of several well known methods, including
automated solid-phase chemical synthesis using cyanoeth-
ylphosphoramidite precursors. Other well-known methods
for construction of synthetic primers/oligonucleotides may,
of course, be employed (J. Sambrook, E. F. Fritsch and T.
Maniatis, Molecular Cloning 11 (2d ed. 1989).

The primers and molecular beacons used to amplify the
sample nucleic acids (e.g., SEQ ID NOs: 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, or
functional fragments of any of the foregoing) may be coupled
to a detectable moiety (a label). A preferred example of such
a detectable moiety is fluorescein, which is a standard label
used in nucleic acid sequencing systems using laser light as a
detection system. Other detectable labels can also be
employed to label the primers, molecular beacons, and probes
of'the invention, however, including other fluorophores, radio
labels, chemical couplers such as biotin which can be
detected with streptavidin-linked enzymes, and epitope tags
such as digoxigenin detected using antibodies. The primers,
probes, and molecular beacons may be modified whereby
another nucleotide is added to or substituted for at least one
nucleotide in the oligonucleotide. The term “add(ed)” means
that nucleotide, oligo dGTP, oligo DATP, oligo dTTP, oligo
dCTP, etc. having fluorescence substance, linker arm, biotin,
etc. are bound to a 5'-terminal or a 3'-terminal of the oligo-
nucleotide sequence. The term “substitute(d)” means that
nucleotide(s) having a fluorescence substance, linker arm,
biotin, etc. is introduced as a substitute for at least one nucle-
otide in the oligonucleotide. Introduction of known labels
such as radioactive substances, enzymes, fluorescence sub-
stances, etc. after synthesis of the oligonucleotide is also
included therein.

The reagent mix to perform the RT of the RNA of the
dinoflagellate (K. brevis) contains the reagents required for
the reaction, for example water, ANTPs (dATP, dCTP, dGTP
and dTTP), an appropriate buffer for the RT reaction, a
reverse transcriptase, an initiator oligonucleotide (also
known as a primer) which binds with a region of the RNA of
the dinoflagellate and then, due to the reverse transcriptase,
allows a DNA complementary (cDNA) to the RNA to be
obtained, etc. On the other hand, the reagent mix for the PCR
contains the reagents required for the reaction to take place,
for example water, dNTPs, an appropriate buffer for the PCR
reaction, a heat-stable polymerase DNA, a pair of primers to
amplify the target PKS sequence, a magnesium salt, etc.

In another embodiment, the method of the invention is
performed using a single RT-PCR reagent mix containing the
reagents required for the reaction to take place, for example
water, dNTPs, an appropriate buffer for the RT-PCR reac-
tions, a reverse transcriptase, a heat-stable polymerase DNA,
etc. There are kits commercially available that provide this
reaction mix, to which the appropriate primers are added. In
this case, it is an advantage that the primers used for the RT
reaction is one of the primers involved in the enzymatic
amplification reaction (PCR).

To apply the method provided by this invention, any primer
that allows one to obtain a cDNA of the PKS can be used, and
any pair of primers that allows amplification of a target
sequence within the PKS gene can be used.

Conventional techniques can be used for the RT-PCR reac-
tion, in conditions in which an amplifiable DNA fragment,
eventually present in the reaction medium, representative of a
target sequence of PKS, is amplified to form an amplification
product. The amplification product is separated and analyzed
using conventional techniques, for example by electrophore-
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sis, and sequenced. Next, the presence or absence in the test
sample of PKS is determined and the dinoflagellate isolate is
identified. The identification of the isolate of the dinoflagel-
late detected can be by conventional methods, for example by
sequencing the region of the amplified genome. The detection
of'a dinoflagellate in the test sample indicates the existence of
environmental contamination or biological contamination
(toxification).

Conventional techniques are used for the PCR, in condi-
tions in which an amplifiable DNA fragment, eventually
present in the reaction medium, representative of a target
sequence PKS is amplified to form an amplification product.
The amplification product is separated and analyzed using
any conventional method, for example by electrophoresis,
and sequenced, and the presence or absence of the dinoflagel-
late containing the selected PKS target sequence is deter-
mined and the dinoflagellate identified. The detection of a
dinoflagellate in the test sample can indicate the existence of
environmental or biological contamination, depending upon
the nature and origin of the test sample. In a specific embodi-
ment, the products of the RT-PCR reaction are separated by
electrophoresis in agarose and viewed by conventional meth-
ods, for example ultraviolet light after staining with ethidium
bromide.

The detection methods of the invention can be used in
different applications, for instance to identify the existence of
environmental contamination, or presence of toxification, to
discover the origin of the contamination, to conduct epide-
miological studies or studies related to dinoflagellate molecu-
lar evolution, etc.

Optionally, in the various embodiments of the invention,
the method further comprises recording a determined number
of K. brevis cells, K. brevis cell concentration, copies of PKS
transcript (amplification product), number of copies of PKS
per reaction, TTP ratio, or any combination of two or more of
the foregoing, in physical or electronic media. Optionally, the
aforementioned calculation(s) (also referred to herein as
“outputs”) include an annotation conveying the conditions
under which the sample was collected or the conditions under
which the determination was made, such as temperature or
salinity. In one embodiment, the number of PKS copies is
measured and input into a computer algorithm that then cal-
culates number of K. brevis cells or K. brevis cell concentra-
tion. Optionally, the outputs can be displayed on an output
device, such as an analog recorder, teletype machine, type-
writer, facsimile recorder, cathode ray tube display, computer
monitor, or other computation device. Optionally, the dis-
played outputs include an annotation conveying the condi-
tions under which the sample was collected or the conditions
under which the determination was made (such as tempera-
ture or salinity).

Optionally, in the various embodiments of the invention,
the method further comprises carrying out a manipulation of
the sample or the source of the sample (e.g., a water body)
based on one or more of the outputs. The manipulation can
comprise, for example, application of a substance or treat-
ment that controls, eliminates, or neutralizes the dinoflagel-
late or its neurotoxin(s) (see, for example, U.S. Pat. No.
6,984,330 (Cushman et al.), which describes a method for
controlling K. brevis with low concentrations of ozone; and
U.S. patent application publication 20060159774 (Rigby),
which describes a method for killing and managing red tide
using a composition comprising sodium hypochlorite).

Optionally, in the various embodiments of the invention,
the method further comprises comparing one or more of the
outputs, as determined above, to pre-existing output data
from samples taken from the same source or a different
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source. The pre-existing data from a sample may be that
observed under particular conditions (e.g., temperature,
salinity), for example.

Optionally, in the various embodiments of the invention,
the method further comprises introducing a test agent to the
sample, to the source from which the sample was taken, or to
adifferent sample, before, during, or after determining one or
more of the calculations (e.g., number of K. brevis cells, K.
brevis cell concentration, copies of PKS transcript, number of
copies of PKS per reaction, TTP ratio, or any combination of
two or more of the foregoing), in order to determine whether
the test agent exerts a biological effect on the dinoflagellates
or its neurotoxin(s).

The present invention can be used in conjunction with
other assays for determining the presence of K. brevis or other
dinoflagellates, or their toxins, in a sample (see, for example,
U.S. patent application publication 20060132762 (Kirk-
patrick et al.), which describes an optical phytoplankton dis-
criminator). In assays of field samples for PKS, samples that
were positive for K. brevis rbcL. mRNA were also positive for
the K. brevis PKS gene AT2-151. mRNA, and those that
lacked one lacked the other, indicating a strong co-occurrence
of these genes.

The invention further includes a kit for the detection of K.
brevis, comprising at least a pair of primers allowing one to
amplify a target sequence of the cDNA of the dinoflagellate.

The kits provided by this invention can be in pack-form
containing a plurality of recipients (e.g., compartments),
including recipients with one or more primers, probes, IC-
RNAs, and/or labeled molecular beacons of the subject inven-
tion (e.g., SEQ IDNOs:2, 3,4, 5, 6,7, 8, 10, 11, or functional
fragments of any of the foregoing), recipients with all or part
of'the other reagents required for the method provided by this
invention, for example water, ANTPs (dATP, dCTP, dGTP and
dTTP), an appropriate buffer for the reaction (RT, PCR or
RT-PCR), a reverse transcriptase, a heat-stable polymerase
DNA, a magnesium salt, etc. Additionally and optionally, the
kits provided by this invention can include recipients with
nucleic acid (RNA, cDNA, DNA, etc.) from K. brevis, e.g., K.
brevis PKS, well characterized for use as a positive control. In
a specific embodiment, the control is a specific internal con-
trol ofthe subject invention, such as SEQ ID NO:2, or SEQ ID
NO:11.

As indicated above, kits of the invention include reagents
for use in the methods described herein, in one or more
containers. The kits may include primers specific internal
controls, and/or probes, buffers, and/or excipients, separately
or in combination. Each reagent can be supplied in a solid
form or liquid buffer that is suitable for inventory storage.
Kits may also include means for obtaining a sample from a
host organism or an environmental sample such as saltwater.

Kits of the invention can be provided in suitable packaging.
As used herein, “packaging” refers to a solid matrix or mate-
rial customarily used in a system and capable of holding
within fixed limits one or more of the reagent components for
use in a method of the present invention. Such materials
include glass and plastic (e.g., polyethylene, polypropylene,
and polycarbonate) bottles, vials, paper, plastic, and plastic-
foil laminated envelopes and the like. Preferably, the solid
matrix is a structure having a surface that can be derivatized to
anchor an oligonucleotide probe, primer, molecular beacon,
specific internal control, etc. Preferably, the solid matrix is a
planar material such as the side of a microtitre well or the side
of'a dipstick. In one embodiment, the kit includes a microtitre
tray with two or more wells and with reagents including
primers, probes, specific internal controls, and/or molecular
beacons in the wells.
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The one or more primers, molecular beacons, or specific
internal controls in the kit may be immobilized to the com-
partments. Methods for linking nucleic acid molecules to
solid supports are well known in the art. Processes for linking
the primer or probe to the solid matrix include amide linkage,
amidate linkage, thioether linkage, and the introduction of
amino groups on to the solid matrix. The kit may be conve-
niently adapted for automated or semi-automated use. The kit
may include a plurality of primers, beacons, internal controls,
probes, etc. that target either the 5' or 3' end of PKS, or the
interior region of PKS, or both. Optionally, the primers,
molecular beacons, specific internal controls, or probes are
arrayed in the compartments of the kits.

Kits of the invention may optionally include a set of
instructions in printed or electronic (e.g., magnetic or optical
disk) form, relating information regarding the components of
the kits and/or how to make various determinations (e.g.,
number of K. brevis cells, K. brevis cell concentration, copies
of PKS transcript, number of copies of PKS per reaction, TTP
ratio, or any combination of two or more of the foregoing).
The kit may also be commercialized as part of a larger pack-
age that includes instrumentation for measuring other bio-
chemical components, such as, for example, a mass spec-
trometer.

The terms “polynucleotide”, “oligonucleotide”, and
“nucleic acid sequence” are used herein interchangeably to
refer to nucleic acid sequences of any length. For example,
DNA and/or RNA molecules are composed of various nucle-
otides and/or nucleotide analogs.

The term “fragments™ as it relates to polynucleotides and
nucleic acid molecules (including primers) is understood to
mean those fragments which are specific for the particular
target PKS sequence when used for methods to identify the
presence of the dinoflagellate. For example, fragments of a
polynucleotide of the subject invention (i.e., a primer, probe,
molecular beacon, internal control) can be up to one nucle-
otide less than the particular full length sequence. For
example, fragments can comprise a contiguous/consecutive
span of at least 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and up to one
nucleotide less than the full length nucleotide sequence of
SEQ ID NOs:2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, and 11. In a specific
embodiment, the fragments comprise a contiguous span of at
least 18 nucleotides, and up to one nucleotide less than the
full-length nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NOs:2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7,8, 10, and 11. Fragments should be of sufficient length to
retain their function according to the methods ofthe invention
(to be “functional fragments”). For example, fragments of
primers retain the ability to amplify their target sequence are
functional fragments. In specific embodiments, the fragments
have one, two, three, four, or five nucleotides less than the full
length nucleotide sequence of the given polynucleotide. Such
fragments may be truncated at the 5' end, the 3' end, or both
the 5'and 3' ends, for example. Preferably, the fragments have
no more than five nucleotides truncated in total (e.g., two
nucleotide truncated from one end and three nucleotides trun-
cated from the other). In a specific embodiment, the frag-
ments comprise a contiguous span of at least 18 nucleotides of
the 5' end of SEQ ID NOs:2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8, 10, and 11. In
another specific embodiment, the fragments comprise a con-
tiguous span of at least 18 nucleotides of the 3' end of SEQ ID
NOs:2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,and 11.

An “isolated” or “purified” nucleic acid or an “isolated” or
“purified” polypeptide is a nucleic acid or polypeptide that,
by the hand of man, exists apart from its native environment
and is therefore not a product of nature. An isolated nucleic
acid or polypeptide may exist in a partially purified or sub-
stantially purified form. An isolated nucleic acid or polypep-
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tide may also exist in a non-native environment such as, for
example, a transgenic host cell. The polynucleotides of the
invention (e.g., SEQIDNOs: 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,and 11) are
preferably in an isolated or purified form.

The term “label” refers to any atom or molecule that may
be used to provide a detectable (preferably, quantifiable) sig-
nal, and that may be attached to a nucleic acid or protein.
Labels may provide signals detectable by fluorescence, radio-
activity, colorimetry, gravimetry, X-ray diffraction or absorp-
tion, magnetism, enzymatic activity, and the like. For
example, labels such as FAM (6-carboxyfluorescein), DAB-
CYL (4-(4'-dimethylaminophenylazo)-benzoic acid), or
other flurochromes may be utilized. For example, other fluro-
chromes that can be added to the 5' end in place of FAM (e.g,
in the beacon) include CRCG, Cy3, CyS5, Oregon Green,
ROX, Texas Red, Cy 3.5, Cy 5.5, Hexachlorofluorescein, and
TET. In place of DABCYL on the 3' end as a quencher, one
can use Black Hole Quencher (BHQ), for example.

In one embodiment, the polynucleotides of the subject
invention comprise a nucleic acid sequence selected from the
group consisting of SEQ IDNOs:2,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,and 11,
or a functional fragment of SEQ ID NOs:2,3,4, 5, 6,7, 8, 10,
or 11, wherein the polynucleotide sequence includes a label at
either the 5' end, the 3' end, or both the 5' and 3' ends.

The term “nucleic acid” refers to deoxyribonucleotides or
ribonucleotides and polymers thereof in either single- or
double-stranded form, composed of monomers (nucleotides)
containing a sugar, phosphate and a base that is either a purine
or pyrimidine. Unless specifically limited, the term encom-
passes nucleic acids containing known analogs of natural
nucleotides that have similar binding properties as the refer-
ence nucleic acid and are metabolized in a manner similar to
naturally occurring nucleotides. Unless otherwise indicated,
a particular nucleic acid sequence also implicitly encom-
passes conservatively modified variants thereof (e.g., degen-
erate codon substitutions) and complementary sequences as
well as the reference sequence explicitly indicated.

The term “gene” is used to refer to any segment of nucleic
acid associated with a biological function. The term “gene”
encompasses the coding region of a protein, polypeptide,
peptide or structural RNA (e.g., PKS gene). The term “gene”
also includes sequences up to a distance of about 2 kb on
either end of the coding region. These sequences are referred
to as “flanking” sequences or regions (these flanking
sequences are located 5' or 3' to the non-translated sequences
present on the mRNA transcript). The 5' flanking region may
contain control or regulatory sequences such as promoters
and enhancers or other recognition or binding sequences for
proteins that control or influence the transcription of the gene.
The 3' flanking region may contain sequences that direct the
termination of transcription, post-transcriptional cleavage
and polyadenylation as well as recognition sequences for
other proteins. A protein or polypeptide encoded in a gene
may be full length or any portion thereof, so that all activities
or functional properties are retained, or so that only selected
activities (e.g., enzymatic activity, ligand binding, signal
transduction, etc.) of the full-length protein or polypeptide
are retained. The protein or polypeptide may include any
sequences necessary for the production of a proprotein or
precursor polypeptide. The term “gene” encompasses both
c¢DNA and genomic forms of a coding region. A genomic
form of a coding region may be interrupted with non-coding
sequences termed “introns.” The term “native gene” refers to
gene that is naturally present in the genome of an untrans-
formed cell. The primers of the subject invention amplify at
least a portion of the PKS gene of the dinoflagellate to be
detected within the sample.
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The terms “coding region” or “coding sequence” refers to
the nucleotide sequence that codes for a protein of interest
(e.g., PKS) or to a functional RNA of interest, for example
antisense RNA or a nontranslated RNA. The coding region of
a protein is bounded on the 5' side by the nucleotide triplet
“AT'G” that encodes the initiator methionine and on the 3' side
by one of'the three triplets that specify stop codons (i.e., TAA,
TAG, TGA). The coding region may be present in either a
c¢DNA, genomic DNA or RNA form.

The terms “molecular beacon” and “labeled molecular
beacon” refer to single-stranded oligonucleotide hybridiza-
tion probes that form a stem-and-loop structure and can report
the presence of specific nucleic acids in homogenous solu-
tions (Tyagi and Kramer, Nature Biotechnology, 1996,
14:303-308; Fang et al., Anal. Chem., 2000, 72:747a-753a;
Fang et al., Cell Biochem. Biophys., 2002, 37:71-81; Marras
et al., Clin. Chim. Acta, 2006, 363:48-60; Keightley et al., J.
Med. Virol., 2005, 77:602-608; and Leone et al., Nucleic
Acids, 1998, 26:2150-2155). They are particularly useful in
situations where it is either not possible or desirable to isolate
the probe-target hybrids from an excess of the hybridization
probes, such as in real time monitoring of polymerase chain
reactions in sealed tubes or in detection of RNAs within living
cells. Molecular beacons are hairpin-shaped molecules with
an internally quenched fluorophore whose fluorescence is
restored when they bind to a target nucleic acid. They are
designed in such a way that the loop portion of the molecule
is a probe sequence complementary to a target nucleic acid
molecule. The stem is formed by the annealing of comple-
mentary arm sequences on the ends of the probe sequence. A
fluorescent moiety is attached to the end of one arm and a
quenching moiety is attached to the end of the other arm. The
stem keeps these two moieties in close proximity to each
other, causing the fluorescence of the fluorophore to be
quenched by energy transfer. Since the quencher moiety is a
non-fluorescent chromophore and emits the energy that it
receives from the fluorophore as heat, the probe is unable to
fluoresce. When the probe encounters a target molecule, it
forms a hybrid that is longer and more stable than the stem
and its rigidity and length preclude the simultaneous exist-
ence of the stem hybrid. Thus, the molecular beacon under-
goes a spontaneous conformational reorganization that forces
the stem apart, and causes the fluorophore and the quencher to
move away from each other, leading to the restoration of
fluorescence. In order to detect multiple targets in the same
solution, molecular beacons can be made in many different
colors utilizing a broad range of fluorophores (Tyagi et al.,
Nature Biotechnology, 1998; 16: 49-53.) DABCYL, a non-
fluorescent chromophore, serves as a universal quencher for
any fluorophore in molecular beacons. Owing to their stem,
the recognition of targets by molecular beacons is so specific
that single-nucleotide differences can be readily detected.

The terms “comprising”, “consisting of” and “consisting
essentially of” are defined according to their standard mean-
ing. The terms may be substituted for one another throughout
the instant application in order to attach the specific meaning
associated with each term.

As used in this specification and the appended claims, the
singular forms “a”, “an”, and “the” include plural reference
unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. Thus, for
example, a reference to “a primer” includes more than one
such primer. A reference to “a polynucleotide” includes more
than one such polynucleotide, and the like.

The practice of the present invention will employ, unless
otherwise indicated, conventional techniques of molecular
biology (including recombinant techniques), microbiology,
cell biology, biochemistry and immunology, which are within
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the skill of the art. Such techniques are explained fully in the
literature, such as, “Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory
Manual”, second edition (Sambrook et al., 1989); “Oligo-
nucleotide Synthesis” (M. J. Gait, ed., 1984); “Animal Cell
Culture” (R. 1. Freshney, ed., 1987); “Methods in Enzymol-
ogy” (Academic Press, Inc.); “Handbook of Experimental
Immunology” (D. M. Weir & C. C. Blackwell, eds.); “Gene
Transfer Vectors for Mammalian Cells” (J. M. Miller & M. P.
Calos, eds., 1987); “Current Protocols in Molecular Biology”
(F. M. Ausubel et al., eds., 1987); “PCR: The Polymerase
Chain Reaction”, (Mullis et al., eds., 1994); and “Current
Protocols in Immunology™ (J. E. Coligan et al., eds., 1991).

Following are examples that illustrate materials, methods,
and procedures for practicing the invention. The examples are
illustrative and should not be construed as limiting. Unless
noted otherwise, all solvent mixture proportions are by vol-
ume and all percentages are by weight.

EXAMPLE 1
Filtration of Samples

Seawater samples are filtered onto Millipore Durapore fil-
ters (25 mm, 0.45 um pore size). The filters can be added to
sterile 2.0 ml microfuge tubes, followed by 500-750 ul RLT
buffer from the Qiagen RNeasy kit. Alternatively, samples
can be filtered through 0.22 um Sterivex-GV filters, and RLT
buffer added directly to the cartridge. Tubes are capped and
sterivex cartridges are also capped. If the RNA cannot be
extracted immediately, the samples are frozen in liquid nitro-
gen and then stored in a -80° freezer. The RNA is extracted
following the RNeasy kit protocol using the RNeasy reagents
(Qiagen). Alternatively, other RNA extraction protocols (i.e.,
Xtrabind by Xtrana Corporation) may be used.

Finally, water samples can be filtered directly onto nucleic
acid purification columns as made by Stratagene or those
found in the RNeasy kit (Qiagen). The extraction of RNA can
be carried out following the manufacturer’s instructions.

EXAMPLE 2
IC-RNA Design and Synthesis

An Internal Control RNA (IC-RNA) was designed to pro-
vide internal calibration of each assay and to correct for
between-reaction variation. The IC-RNA molecule was
designed to be identical to the PKS target sequence of the
NASBA assay with the exception that the primer binding site
has been replaced with the enterovirus beacon binding site
(Table 1). However, any known (pre-determined) sequence
that does not fully or partially hybridize with the target PKS
sequence can be used instead of the enterovirus beacon bind-
ing site. To synthesize the IC-RNA molecule, two oligonucle-
otide primers were designed to span the entire sequence with
a 20-bp overlap sequence (Table 2). These oligonucleotides
were placed in a PCR reaction (100 pmols each) and run
under the standard PCR conditions with an annealing step of
50° C. for 30 cycles. Products were visualized on a 1% aga-
rose gel stained with ethidium bromide. Amplicons were
cloned using the TA-TOPO pCRII cloning kit (Invitrogen
Corp., Carlsbad, Calif.) according to manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. PCR amplification using the upstream M13 reverse
primer (5'-CAGGAAACAGCTATGAC-3' SEQ 1D NO:9)
and the downstream PKS reverse primer (PKSNASBA4) was
performed to determine insert size and directionality. Two
clones appearing to have the insert in the correct orientation
were grown overnight at 37° C. in LB supplemented with 50
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ug/ml of Kanamycin. The plasmid was extracted using the
Wizard Midi-plasmid purification kit (Promega Corp., Madi-
son, Wis.). The plasmid was linearized by digestion with Notl
at37° C. overnight, and the enzyme removed with the Wizard
DNA clean-up kit (Promega). Run-off transcripts were gen-
erated from an upstream SP6 promoter using the Riboprobe
in vitro transcription kit (Promega). The transcripts were
purified by the RNeasy spin protocol (Qiagen) and quantified
with a Ribogreen RNA quantification kit (Molecular Probes,
Inc., Fugene, Oreg.). Following quantification, transcript
RNA was mixed 1:1 in an RNA storage buffer (§M guani-
dinium isothiocyanate, 80 mM Tris-HCL (pH 8.5), 24 mM
MgCl, 140 mM KCl) and frozen at -80° C. until use. The
IC-RNA is added to the NASBA primer mix so that an equal
amount is included in each NASBA reaction. The ratio of the
time it takes the target RNA to amplify above a threshold
fluorescence to the time it takes the IC-RNA to amplify above
that same threshold is defined as the time to positivity ratio
(TTP ratio) and is used to increase the quantitative precision
of'the assay. The optimal concentration of PKS IC-RNA was
determined to be 107 copies per reaction for standard curves
ranging from 10°-10° copies of transcript or 10°-10° cells per
reaction.

TABLE 1

K. brevis PKS and K. brevis PKS
IC-RNA geguences.

iD Sequence

AATGCTGCTGGTGTCCTCAAGAAGGGTTTGACCTCTC
TCAAGGATGTGCCAGTTGGAGTTTTCTGTGGCCAAGC
TCAGTATGATTGGAGCAAGATGCGCCTGCCCAT
(SEQ ID NO:1)

K. brevis
PKS
sequence

K. brevis AATGCTGCTGGTGTCCTCAAGAAGGGTTTGACCTCTC

PKS TCAAGGATGTGCCAGTTGTGGCTGCTTATGGTGACAA
IC-RNA TCAGTATGATTGGAGCAAGATGCGCCTGCCCAT
sequence (SEQ ID NO:2)
TABLE 2
Oligonucleotide sequences for
PKS IC-RNA synthesis.
Primer

Designation SEQUENCE

PKScalLt AATGCTGCTGGTGTCCTCAAGAAGGGTTTGACCTCTCTC
AAGGATGTGCCAGTTGTGGCTGCTT
(SEQ ID NO:3)

PKScalRt ATGGGCAGGCGCATCTTGCTCCAATCATACTGATTGTCA

CCATAAGCAGCCACAACTGGCACA
(SEQ ID NO:4)

In Table 1, the italicized sequences represent the beacon
binding site of the PKS gene and IC-RNA, respectively. The
underlined sequences in Table 1 represent binding sites of the
amplification primers PKSNASBA3 and PKSNASBA4.

The present invention also provides a generic K. brevis
PKS IC-RNA:

(SEQ ID NO:11)
AATGCTGCTGGTGTCCTCAAGAAGGGTTTGACCTCTCTCAAGGATGTGCC

AGTTGNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNCAGTATGAT TGGAGCAAGATGCGCC

TGCCCAT.
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SEQ ID NO:11 is a generic K. brevis PKS IC-RNA
sequence (similar to SEQ ID NO:2), in which the 20-nucle-
otide enterovirus beacon binding site is replaced with any
sequence that does not partially or fully hybridize with the
target PKS sequence. Thus, “n” can be any nucleotide, as long
as the sequence of “n” nucleotides does not fully or partially
hybridize with the target PKS sequence.

EXAMPLE 3

Real Time NASBA Using PKS Specific Primers and
Molecular Beacons

The sequences of the primers and beacons appear in Table

3. These will result in a 101 bp amplicon.

TABLE 3
Primer Binding Site
Designation Sequence in AT2-15L
PKSNASBA3 GCTGCTGGTGTCCTCAAGAA 68-87

(SEQ ID NO:5)

PKSNASBA4 AATTCTAATACGACTCACTATAGG- 150-169
GAGAGGGCAGGCGCATCTTGCTC
ca
(SEQ ID NO:6)

PKSBEACON2 6FAM- 120-139
CGATCGGAGTTTTCTGTGGCCAA-
GCTCGATCG-DABCYL
(SEQ ID NO:7)

PKSCALBEACON 6ROX- 120-139
CATGCGTGGCTGCTTATGGTGAC -
AATCGCATG-DABCYL
(SEQ ID NO:8)

In Table 3, the italicized sequence represents the T7 RNA
polymerase promoter in PKSNASBA4. The sequence in bold
in Table 3 represents a purine-rich sequence in PKSNASBA4.
The underlined sequence (GGCAGGCGCATCTTGCTCCA
(SEQ ID NO:10)) represents the PKS-specific sequence.

Station Name Date rbel (+/-) PKS (+/-)
SS2 Dec. 16,2005 + +
SS3 Dec. 16,2005 + +
WB Dec. 16,2005 - -
RP Jan. 4, 2006 + +
9B Aug. 25,2006 - -
38 Aug. 25,2006 + +
AM Aug. 25,2006 + +
PS Aug. 25,2006 + +
SFP Aug. 25,2006 + +
NFP Aug. 25,2006 + +
MK Aug. 25,2006 - -
SS Sep. 22, 2006 + +
NS Sep. 22, 2006 + +
38 Sep. 22, 2006 + +
78 Sep. 22, 2006 + +
68 Sep. 22, 2006 + +
98 Sep. 22, 2006 - -
138 Sep. 22, 2006 - -

Preferably, beacons and primers are purified (e.g., gel puri-
fied). 6FAM is 6 carboxyfluorescein.

For NASBA detection of K. brevis PKS mRNA, a standard
curve of transcript (typically ranging from 10°-10° copies per
reaction) or cells (typically ranging from 10°-10> cells per
reactions) was employed. Each standard was run in duplicate.
RNA from cells was extracted as above, and usually eluted
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from RNeasy columns in 50 ul of RNase-free water. Two and
a half ul of eluate was used in NASBA reactions.
The following solutions are made in RNase-free water.

Beacons

PKSBEACON2 and PKSCALBEACON stocks are 100
UM stock, or 1.12 ug/ul. For NASBA, a dilution of 1:4.16 (=1
ul+3.16ul DI) can be made to provide a 24 uM stock solution.
A recommended final concentration is 100 nM.

Reagent Mix
Many of these reagents are available in the BioMerieux
Nuclisens Basic NASBA kit (part number 285053).

1.
2.

Remove Reagent sphere tube from Nuclisens Kit.
Remove reagent sphere diluent from Nuclisens Kit.

3.Add 80 ul ofdiluent to the lyophilized reagent sphere and

4.

immediately vortex well.

Mix KCl solution from Nuclisens Kit as follows: 16 ul
KCl+13 ul NASBA water or any commercially available
RNase-free water. Add the whole volume (29 ul) to the
80 pl diluted reagent sphere if 10 whole reactions or 23
half reactions are desired; other volumes can be calcu-
lated as desired.

Primer Mix+Beacon

1.

Remove 1 tube of the primers BreveNASBA1 and

BreveNASBA?2 from freezer (each at a concentration of
100 uM). Dilute by adding 2 pl to 6 ul (1:4) RNAse-free
water (makes primer concentrations of 25 uM).

2. Add 4 pl diluted primers BreveNASBA1 and BreveNA-

SBA2, 1 ul PKSBeacon2 and PKSCALBEACON (24
uM) and 1 ul diluted IC-RNA (typically 107 copies per
reaction). This results in 10 pM each primer (final con-
centration of 400 nM) and 2.4 uM beacon (final concen-
tration of 100 uM).

. To your Reagent mixture (~109 pl) add 11 pl of the

primer mixture.

Enzyme Cocktail

1.

Remove red Enzyme Diluent from Nuclisens Kit in
freezer and thaw.

2. Add 55 ul of the diluent to the Enzyme Accusphere from

3.

Nuclisens Kit. Do not vortex. Let this mixture sit while
positive controls and cell extract are prepared.

After 20 minutes, mix the solution by gentle agitation
(e.g., by flicking with finger), spin down briefly in a
microcentrifuge, and use within 1 hour.

NASBA Assay

1.
2.
3.

4.
5,
6.

Set up to 23 200 pl optical tubes.

Add 5 pl reagent/primer mix to each.

Add 2.5 pl of mRNA template (unknown or standard) or
RNase-free water (controls).

Add optical caps to each tube.

Flick and spin in small microcentrifuge.

Using a standard thermal cycler Detection, set up a
Precycle of 2 minutes @ 65° C. and 2 minutes @ 41° C.
Insert the tubes and run the precycle.

. When the cycle is complete, remove tubes and quickly

set up a Real Time NASBA program in the bioMerieux
EasyQ Detection system) and select a run time of 90
minutes. Immediately add 2.5 pl of the enzyme to a strip
of caps. Add caps to the tube. Quickly spin, gently agi-
tate (e.g., flick) tube, and spin again in small microcen-
trifuge.

. Immediately put in the correct row in the EasyQ. Press

Start.
When done, positive amplifications will appear as
increases in fluorescence over blanks. A standard curve
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is generated from the TTP ratios and can be used to
calculate the amount of K. brevis cells or PKS mRNA in
the unknowns.

10. One can run a denaturing (formaldehyde) gel to verify
amplification. The amplicon is ~100 base pairs (bp).

Results

FIG. 1 is an amplification plot of K. brevis PKS mRNA
using NASBA and an EasyQ Sequence detection system but
no IC-RNA. The data was transferred to an Excel spread
sheet. Fluorescence is plotted as a function of time for a
dilution series of a K. brevis cell RNA extract. FIG. 2 is a plot
of threshold cycle vs. concentration for detection of PKS in
the absence of IC-RNA. FIG. 3 is a standard amplification
plot of a PKS NASBA reaction containing 10° copies of PKS
transcript and 107 copies of IC-RNA. FIG. 4 is a plot of cell
concentration vs. TTP ratio for a standard curve of K. brevis
cells. FIG. 5 is a plot of transcript copy number vs. TTP ratio.
FIG. 6 is a plot of the calculated number of cells per reaction
based on the rbcl. NASBA assay vs. the calculated number of
copies of PKS per reaction in several bloom samples.

Table 5 shows PKS genes most closely related to the K.
brevis PKS gene.

25

30
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TABLE 5-continued
Accession Number Lengthinnt Organism
AYR57366 719 uncultured Porifera
AY857383 707 bacterium JL123
AY857384 711 bacterium JL0O48
AY857391 719 bacterium K610
AY857395 707 bacterium M548
AY857397 707 fungal sp. M565
BA000019 709 Nostoc sp. PCC 7120
MLI557546 670 Melittangium lichenicola
NZ__AAAY020 680 Nostoc punctiforme PCC 73102
NZ_AABNO020 570 Desulfovibrio desulfuricans G20
NZ_AADV020 671 Crocosphaera watsonii

WH 8501

The NASBA assay of the invention is very robust in ampli-
fication efficiency (e.g., counts of approximately 15-20 min.
have been achieved), making it a very rapid analytical
method. In assays of field samples for PKS, samples that were
positive for K. brevis rbcl. mRNA were also positive for the K.
brevis PKS gene AT2-15L mRNA, and those that lacked one
lacked the other, indicating a strong co-occurrence of these
genes.

All patents, patent applications, provisional applications,
and publications referred to or cited herein, supra or infra, are
incorporated by reference in their entirety, including all fig-
ures and tables, to the extent they are not inconsistent with the
explicit teachings of this specification.

It should be understood that the examples and embodi-
ments described herein are for illustrative purposes only and
that various modifications or changes in light thereof will be
suggested to persons skilled in the art and are to be included
within the spirit and purview of this application.

TABLE 5
Accession Number Length innt  Organism
AAEE010000 720 Cryptosporidium parvum
AAHF010000 750 Aspergillus fumigatus Af293
AAJLO10000 720 Burkholderia ambifaria AMMD
AB032549 656 Microcystis aeruginosa
AE000516 720 Mycobacterium tuberculosis
CDC1551
AY 604655 680 Symploca sp. HPC-3
AY 652953 720 Lyngbya majuscula
SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 11

<210> SEQ ID NO 1

<211> LENGTH: 107

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: target sequence within a K. brevis

PKS gene (AT2-15L)

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

aatgctgetyg gtgtectcaa gaagggtttyg acctetctca aggatgtgece agttggagtt

ttetgtggee aagctcagta tgattggage aagatgegec tgcccat

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 2

LENGTH: 107

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial
FEATURE:

RNA

(IC-RNA) sequence

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

aatgctgetyg gtgtectcaa gaagggtttyg acctetcteca aggatgtgece agttgtgget

gcttatggtyg acaatcagta tgattggage aagatgegec tgeccat

60

107

OTHER INFORMATION: K. brevis PKS internal control

60

107
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-continued

20

<210> SEQ ID NO 3

<211> LENGTH: 64

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: forward primer for PKS IC-RNA synthesis
(PKScalLt)

<400> SEQUENCE: 3
aatgctgetyg gtgtectcaa gaagggtttg acctetetea aggatgtgece agttgtgget 60

gctt 64

<210> SEQ ID NO 4

<211> LENGTH: 63

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: reverse primer for PKS IC-RNA synthesis
(PKScalRt)

<400> SEQUENCE: 4
atgggcagge gcatcttget ccaatcatac tgattgtcac cataagcage cacaactgge 60

aca 63

<210> SEQ ID NO 5

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: forward PKS-specific primer (PKSNASBA3)

<400> SEQUENCE: 5

gctgetggtyg tectcaagaa 20

<210> SEQ ID NO 6

<211> LENGTH: 49

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: reverse PKS-specific primer (PKSNASBA4)

<400> SEQUENCE: 6

aattctaata cgactcacta tagggagagg gcaggcgcat cttgctcca 49

<210> SEQ ID NO 7

<211> LENGTH: 32

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: PKS-specific molecular beacon (PKSBEACON2)

<400> SEQUENCE: 7

cgatcggagt tttctgtggce caagctcgat cg 32
<210> SEQ ID NO 8

<211> LENGTH: 32

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial

<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: PKS-specific molecular beacon (PKSCALBEACON)

<400> SEQUENCE: 8

catgcgtgge tgcttatggt gacaatcgca tg 32

<210> SEQ ID NO 9
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-continued

<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

LENGTH: 17

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial

FEATURE:

OTHER INFORMATION: M13 reverse primer

<400> SEQUENCE: 9

caggaaacag ctatgac

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 10

LENGTH: 20

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial
FEATURE:

<400> SEQUENCE: 10

ggcaggcgca tcttgeteca

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>
<220>
<223>
<220>
<221>
<222>
<223>

SEQ ID NO 11

LENGTH: 107

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Artificial
FEATURE:

FEATURE:
NAME/KEY: misc_feature
LOCATION: (56)..(75)

OTHER INFORMATION: n is a, ¢, g, or t

<400> SEQUENCE: 11

aatgctgetyg gtgtectcaa gaagggtttg acctetetea aggatgtgee agttgnnnnn

nnnnnnnnnn nnnnncagta tgattggage aagatgcegece tgeccat

17

OTHER INFORMATION: PKS-specific sequence of the PKSNASBA4 primer

20

OTHER INFORMATION: generic K. brevis PKS IC-RNA sequence

60

107

I claim:

1. A method for detecting the presence of Karenia brevis in
a sample, comprising contacting a target nucleotide sequence
within the polyketide synthetase gene of Karenia brevis with
amplification primers; amplifying the target nucleotide
sequence of the polyketide synthetase gene to produce an
amplified polynucleotide; and detecting the presence of the
amplified polynucleotide by contacting the amplified poly-
nucleotide with a labeled molecular beacon that comprises
SEQ ID NO:7, wherein the presence of the amplified poly-
nucleotide is indicative of the presence of Karenia brevis in
the sample.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the target nucleotide
sequence of the polyketide synthetase gene comprises SEQ
ID NO:1.

40

45

50

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the amplification prim-
ers comprise SEQ ID NO:5 and SEQ ID NO:6, or a fragment
of either or both of the foregoing.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said amplifying com-
prises nucleic acid sequence based amplification (NASBA).

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said amplifying com-
prises RT-PCR.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said detecting comprises
hybridization of the amplified product with a probe.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the sample is salt water.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said method further
comprises determining the quantity of the amplified poly-
nucleotide within the sample, the quantity of Karenia brevis
cells within the sample, or both.

#* #* #* #* #*
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