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New student club combats discrimination, faces challenges
• Organizers start a club
that hopes to lessen prejudicial thinking and inequal. ity toward homosexuality
on campus.
By Lara Stewart
Staff Writer

You know there is a problem at
USF St. Petersburg when hate slurs vandalize a library magazine. However, one
new student group is· intent on making
sure it doesn't happen again.
Last Wednesday, the.current copy of
the Advocate was removed from the
magazine racks ~t Poynter Memorial
Library by unknown persons and
replaced with a photocopied clipping
condemning gays on the basis of several
Bible quotes.
"They're marking up [the library's
copy of] the Advocate with hate slurs,"
said Eric Ellis, a lead organizer for the
new Gay and Lesbian Awareness student group. The Advocate is a national
gay and lesbian magazine.
He said that he hoped that the Gay

Photo illustration by Lara Stewart

The library s copy of the Advocate,
a n~tional gay and lesbian magazine, was defaced in late March.
The incident alarmed some people on campus to act.
and Lesbian Awareness club would offer
support to young gay, lesbian, bisexual
and trans-gender people (GLBT).
"Hopefully it's just one person
[writing the slurs]," Ellis said.
Jan Boyd, the senior library techni-

cal assistant in the Poynter Library, said
that vandalism of the magazines started
last week, but it was the first time that
they have had-a problem.
One purpose of the group, "is to
· counter this, it's to deal with this sort of
thing," said Ellis.
In a response to the vandalism, the
group advertised its meeting information on a campus sidewalk with chalk.
The club used the word "queer" in its
message, which took some people by
surprise. However, it is now an appropriately coined term according to many
gay and lesbian organizations. Campus
police said the club received permission
from the university to chalk the message.
The group's adviser Jerry Notaro
told the Grow's Nest, "chalking has historical significance in the gay and lesbian movement on college campuses."
Notaro has waited a long time for an
organization like this.
"I never thought I'd see it," said
Jerry Notaro. "It makes me very happy
that this [new club is starting] on this
campus."
Because the campus was traditionally a commuter campus, it typically
attracted older students, who did not
have the same issues traditionally-aged

Student union on its way, .
fees to increase substantially
By Elizabeth McCann
Staff Writer

Most USF St. Petersburg students
want a place to go hang out with friends,
play video games, eat or just take a nap.
Students by 2006 will get their wish, but
it is goirig to cost them.
A realistic proposal for the campus'
future multi-purpose center calls for
students to pay 34 percent more in student fees. With this increase, the $16.8m.illion structure will be paid off in 30
years. Meaning, a full-time, 15 credit
hour student will pay ~bout $95 more a
semester.
Student Government presented on
March 30 its version of the new student
multi-purpose center, making a student
union building at USF St. Petersburg no
longer a dream.
_
The long-anticipated student l!nion

building will be built on the site of the
now-leveled Fountain Inn, said Jim
Grant, director of facilities planning on
campus.
Proposals for the student union
include a food court, retail space, a game
room, a television lounge, meeting
rooms, a ballroom, a quiet lounge, a
computer lab, student services, a health
center, offices for Student Government
and other similar related organizations.
Brailsford & Dunlavey, the consult. ant firm working with the university on
the project, presented two options on
March
25.
However,
Student
Government officials believed those
proposals cost too much for ·students.
In response, campus officials have
suggested a compromise between the
consultant's recommendations and
Stud~nt Government's concerns. USF ·
See Student union on page 6

college students would have, Notaro
said. Notaro has been active in the
Tampa campus' gay and lesbian group
since its inception. Tampa's group is
one of the oldest in the country .
"At the first meeting, we only gave
our first names," he said.
Mike Rogers, one of the organizers
of the. discussion group, has been
involved in GLBT groups for over five
years.
"I think that there's a big need for
visibility on campus," he said. "These
issues have been very sparsely
addressed around here, if at all."
He cited the school's H9mecoming
as an example of heterosexism on campus.
"There's also a large presence of
conservative sentiment .on campus,"
Rogers said. "This organization is one
more step in the direction of balancing
that."
Although Rogers said that he has
not encountered any overt discrimination, he has encountered some subtle
kinds.·
"More like exclusion of the possibility of people being gay," he said. "The
better textbooks will mention orientaSee Club on page 8

Better voter
turnout,
Piccolo wins
presidency
By Jennifer Manfrey
Staff Writer

After four days of voting, the ballots
have been counted and the results are
Photo by Matt Nelson
official. Without any controversy or R to L: T. Piccolo, J. Merritt and C.
hanging chads, the newly elected Koenig help raise support for
Student Government officers for the p·1CC0 10
·
H
dl
summer and fall terms are: President
s campaign. e soun Y
Thomas Piccolo, Vice President Jason defeated his only opponent.
Merritt, Treasurer Chris Koenig and .
Gerber said he was motivated to
· enter the race because of an interest to
Secretary Daniel Cole.
It was. an undisputed victory for affe~t change .on campus. As an adult
Piccolo who defeated sole challenger, student returning to college after a
junior Christopher Gerber 133 to 19. career as a chef, Gerber cited his life ·
Aside from the president, no other seat
was contested.
See Election on page 7
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Not so foolish after all

_,

It's that time again. We
are burned out, over worked
and under paid. Final exams
and last minute procrastination are just around the corner. It's about time to let
loose.
The Crow's Nest staff likes
to live a little once in a while,
toi

·-

~·

•

too. While our ''fun" is not as
exciting as what you might
do on Saturday night, it is
nonetheless
adventurous
(maybe).
Some students suggested
we publish an April Fools'
issue. However, since the
Crow's Nest is held to a highI;

SPC ·takes,;· over

;I

' ll.

·H.:

USF "··st~:,

· ·. --!~j.:~glt''~,;,

er standard than -most college newspapers we opted to
take
the
high
road.
Therefore, this edition of the
paper is informative but not
too .funny.

Ifwe did do a ')oolish" ediBelow is our twisted sense tion, this is what it would
of humor at work. It is the look like. Enjoy!
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Kerry chooses Olson as running mate

11

By Gracie Clinton

• Wild, bizarre circumstances have forced the state of Florida to sell USF St. Petersburg
to St. Petersburg College to pay for a new statewide bullet train proposed by voters.

By The Duke
The end is near.
After years of students day-dreaming
nightmares of SPC taking over USF St.
Petersburg, the harsh reality is here. SPC has
agreed to purchase the regional campus for
an astounding $1.1-billion. State officials

said the money will be used to build the
2002 voter-mandated speed monorail train.
"This is a horrible day but also a great
day," said USF professor Monica Johnson.
"I love USF St. Petersburg to death, but I
can't wait to take the monorail to Disney
World."

'

Owner builds
Tiki bar to reach
for the planes

kind ofnews that a journalist
would love to work on for
real. But the Crow's Nest will
settle for some fake April
Fools' news instead.

Presidential candidate John Kerry is convinced a USF St.
Petersburg administrator is perfect to be his right hand man.
Gary Olson is considering resigning his position of interim
associate vice president of academic affairs to run for vice president of the United States.
"I think he would be a fantastic choice," said John Peeps, a
political science professor. "He already is VP here, he might as well
·
be VP in the White House."
A Crow's Nest-Gallop pole shows the Kerry-Olson ticket leading Bush-CheneY,,75 percent to 20 percent, with 5 percent voting
for Nader-Gensliafk

-
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US_
F"Tampa sin~ing into Tampa Bay
By Sami the Manatee

By Anastasia Beaverhausen
Students will have a new place to
party next month once construction of
the long .awaited Tiki bar, the Grass
Skirt, on the roof of Davis Hall is completed. Elvis Leeman, proprietor of the
Skirt, said he wanted to build a place
"Where the students could, you know,
be even closer to the planes."
Leeman said he has-always had high
hopes of_building such an establishment. His spirits were further buoyed
by the fact that recent studies have
shown that airplane fuel increases alcohol consumption.

ll

If it wasn't bad enough for USF
Tampa, things have gotten worse.
The campus has sunk 10 feet in
one week because 40,000 students
and their automobiles place too
much weight on the structural
integrity of the ground. Experts

believe the campus will continue to
sink if the large mass of students
continues to go to class.
One option has 15,000 students coming to USF St.
Petersburg instead. However, students at the smaller, nicer campus
have vowed to picket and protest
the decision.

Do you have an opinion on a topic affecting USF St. Petersburg or the surrounding area? Do you agree or disagree with our opinions? The Crow's Nest is
seeking well-written, thoughtful letters to the editor. Letter writers should include
their names, position (e.g., student), and phone numbers for verification. Letters
may be edited for length or clarity, but otherwise are printed exactly as received.
Please email your 1 letters to:
Not all letters may be published.
usfcrowsnest@aol.com.
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Standardized tests fail colleges, students
By Jim Grinaker

"initiative." Kaplan, who has a near monopoly in the
test prep industry, charge over $1,000 for most of their
courses. Most students can't afford that!
.
A handout provided by our school entitled
Preparing for Law School states in reference to the
Most people expect justice. People also expect rea- LSAT, "What if you do not do well on standardized
sonable behavior. Standardized tests like the SAT, the tests? Either make another career choice, or take
GRE and the.LSAT provide neither.
courses that help you overcome your deficiencies."
These standardized tests are intended to be a relaThat's just great. If you can't afford the $1,000
tively objective way to gauge a student's abilities and price for a prep class you can basically take a hike. We
tell if they will be ready to perform at the level expect- don't want any poor people to be lawyers anyway.
ed by the school they hope to enter. When created, it Heck, they might be honest and not kiss up to who ever
was hoped that rather then go by biases, these tests has the most money.
would allow students a way to show their true perIf you think this is just a rant, there are plenty of
formance. Sadly, this ideal is far from the reality we see studies that show minorities and those from lower
today.
class economic backgrounds (who are often one in the
It is almost standard. practice to take a "prep same) consistently score lower then those from a more
class." With these preparation classes so common, wealthy background. Not just prep classes cause probhow are these tests supposed to give an "objective" lems. The very structure of the test disadvantages the
idea of a student's performance? With so many taking less wealthy.
A famous example was a question from the SAT,
prep classes, the scores become artificially inflated. It
which said, "Yacht is to regatta ... " How many kids in
completely defeats the purpose of the test.
I can hear some people already saying, "but just by the inner city spend their weekends at a regatta? I bet
taking those classes to improve their grade, students if we looked at our sailing team they don't all come
.
show they have more initiative then your average stu- from the poorest of the poor.
dent."
Studies reveal that factors such as class ranking,
That is great, but many students cannot afford the GPA and involvement in outside activities are all bet-

Editorial

ter predictors of how students will perform once
admitted. Some studies have shown that the SAT does
a good job of predicting success in the first year of college, ·b ut it fails completely to predict if a student will
manage to complete college or be a success in their
. future career.
The SAT cannot measure a ·s tudent's level of motivation, which is often the biggest factor in determining
what grades are earned.
It is time for schools, including USF, to ditch standardized tests altogether as a factor -in admissions. No
rewriting of the test could fix the flaws. Test prep companies sit like hungry wolves waitirig to see how they
can get the rich, better scores in exchange for piles of
money.
Let's not just complain about this discrimination,
but actually do something. Write to yom: Student
Government, college administrators and Board of
Trustees. We would not be the first; some colleges
have already dropped a requirement for standardized
tests. Our neighbor Eckerd College is giving it serious
thought.
Perhaps our society is becoming more color blind,
but there is still one major bias that remains, one color
that matters: Green. The more of it, the better.
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Letter to the Editor
Re: "Unmarried college couples choosing cohabitation" (Published March

AVEDA INSTITUTE
ST. PETERSBURG
""

wants you ...
men and women, to be models for

Master Jam
April 25-26, 2004
*Please Come to an Open Model Call
from 6:00-7:00 pm

Wednesday, March 24
Wednesday, April 7
Wednesday, April 21
*Please attend one evening only.
Invitation only final call back:
Friday, April 23
235 Third Street South • St. Petersburg, FL
Model Information: 727.820.3176
(ROW'S NEST, VOL.
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same time, regardless of age or income.
The co-author also stated that on average, cohabitations last less than two
24)
years before breaking up or converting
Dear Editor,
to marriage. The more often and the
longer that men and women cohabitate,
I think it's not a good article. It was the more likely they are to divorce later.
too vague on substance. There were no
According to Ermisch, today more
facts or data on the results of cohabita- than 20 percent of children are born to
tion. I know the author wants to remain . cohabitating couples. However, only
neutral on the subject, allowing the about one third of those children will
interviewees to write their stories. But remain with both their parents throughthat is not good investigative journal- out their childhood.
ism. The author should state facts and
I think Ms. Martinez should do
concrete data on the issue.
more research on the topic to inform the
For example, she should quote data readers on what the facts are. But,
from Ermisch and Francesconi maybe Ms. Martinez just wanted the
researchers at the Institute for Social interviewees to tell their stories with no
and Economic Research, University of intention of making this story·to be an
Essex. They co-wrote "Cohabitation in investigative story. Then, I would comGreat Britain: Not for Long, but Here to mend her on doing a good "Larry KingStay."
ish" interview,
They state in the book that cohabitations are always more likely to break Paul Dang
up than marriages entered into at the USFAlumni

UNIVERSilY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PEIERSBURG
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University may eliminate social security number usage
• USF plans to create
alternative ID numbers to
protect the student in a
world where identity theft
is the fastest growing
crzme.
By Kristie A. Martinez
Senior Staff Writer

here's a number that's more in
demand than your phone number
on a Saturday night. Everyone
wants their hands on it: utility
providers, workplaces, universities and
identity thieves. It's the social security
number, and it's becoming less and less
secure.
Colleges and universities have historically used social security numbers to
identify students, organize student
records, and even allow access to services like campus ~s and cafeterias.
Depending on their "educational need to
know," anyone from guidance counselors to student assistants can access
student social security numbers.
Because many worry. that using
social security numbers in universities
increases the possibility of identity theft,

T

some U.S. colleges are employing ran- already request the student ID number,
, domly-generated numbers to identify said Frank Hohengarten, dean of enrollment services. But until USF changes
their students.
This fall, USF is proposing to switch over to the new system in August or
from using student social security num- September of this year, the student ID
bers to randomly-generated identifica- number is synonymous with the social
security number.
tion numbers.
But social security numbers won't
"The university is recognizing that
students have concerns about having disappear completely. Students who
their social security number as an iden- become university employees must give
tifier, and it's being discussed ... to allow their social security numbers to the colstudents to have a [separate] student lege, and those receiving federal finannumber," said Angela Depose, the uni- cial aid must also continue to give their
versity registrar at USF Tampa. "That numbers to the school.
Jennifer Fraser, assistant director of
does not mean we wouldn't collect student [social security numbers], but it financial aid at USF St. Petersburg, said
would give students greater assurance the federal governmen~ requires the
that [their social security numbers are] social security numbers of students
receiving federal financial aid because it
being handled appropriately."
When entered into university data- organizes all income information using
bases, social securitY numbers quickly social security numbers.
"Financial aid will still always need
retrieve and bring together a student's
social security numbers because they're
records.
"It's a pairing agent to match up a tied to the federal government," Fraser
person's documents and to know defini- said. "So if students want to continue to
tively that you are who you say you are," get federal financial aid, that's the only
way it can be done."
Depose said.
But Fraser said she is constantly
Once USF shifts to randomly-generated student ID numbers, certain uni- working on protecting students' social
versity forms will ask for the students' security numbers. When students come
new ID codes, not their social security to the financial aid window, they write
their social security numbers on an erasnumbers.
At USF St. Petersburg, some forms able board so the staff member can eas-

ily retrieve the student's files. The number is then erased from the board.
Depose said that every university
faculty member who has access to student social security numbers must sign
an agreement not to release the information to a third party. They must also
undergo training so they understand the
Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act, a federal law governing the use of
personal identification information in
schools that receive funding from the
U.S. Department of Education.
"[The social security number] is a
confidential information item," Depose
said. "It's not to be shared. It's within
the policy that it's only disclosed to people who need to know."
The training requirements for
teachers give little comfort to USF St.
Petersburg student Detrice Lewis.
"It's almost like you have to take
people for their word until they mess
up," she said. "I like to think that everyone's honest, but I know deep down in
my heart that not everyone is honest. I
just pray and hope that no one will [steal
my identity]."
Lewis said she supports USF's shift
to student identification numbers.
"I am concerned about [identity
See Privacy on page 8
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Students_find cheaper
textbooks elsewhere
where else to get them here," Coston
said.
Staff Writer
"The campus bookstore is the number one stop because we have the
required books and supplies," said Scott
e price of an education is more Toscano, the USF Bookstore manager.
than just tuition. Many times, stu- "We offer the highest level of customer
dents find themselves having to service. People definitely want to shop at
·
trade, borrow, photocopy or find alterna- a friendly place."
For some, the bookstore becomes
tive places to buy books because of the
rising prices. It is common to see sell or the only option because of time available
trade books signs posted around USF St. to get the books~ "I waited 'til the last
minute so I got them here," said Kalinka
Petersburg.
While many students still buy their Barrow, a senior. "Prices are high. Every
books at the. USF Bookstore, others are time I hear what people pay online, I get
looking for alternatives.
upset," she said.
Student Solitaire Kelley finds
Drew 0' Hara, USF Bookstore assisHalf.com and Amazon.com save her tant manager, said they base their prices
for used books on 75 percent of the pubhundreds of dollars a year.
"I have purchased textbooks online lisher's price. For new books, the prices
for the past three years," said Kelley. are based on Barnes & Noble .policy. If
"The Internet is a stUdent's best option books are being used for the next term,
students get up to so percent of what
for saving the most money."
But students say the main reason for they paid for the book. Some books
buying at the USF bookstore is the con- might have a national demand, in which
case the student gets approximately 10 to
venience.
That's why Christie Coston, a busi- 15 percent of what they paid for it.
"Usually they're not using them next
ness student, buys her books there. She
has three classes on the Tampa campus semester and I have to just eat them,"
and one in St. Petersburg.
said Barrow.
According to a brochure found in the
"I know where the cheaper bookstores in Tampa are, but I don't know USF Bookstore, on average, 67 percent of

By Vanessa Espinar
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USF Bookstore prices do not
include tax and website prices
include shipping.
International Economics, Pugel
12th ed.
USF Bookstore

New: $u8.oo

Used: $88.50

Half.com

New: $69.35

Used: $59.24

Biology Concepts and
Connections, Campbell, 4th ed.
USF Bookstore

New: $1!5·75

Used: $86.50

Half.com

New: $63.15

Used: $60.15

Web Design in a Nutshell,
Niederst, 2nd ed.
USF Bookstore

New: $29.95

Used: $22.50

Half.com

New: $22.24

Used: $20.78

the cost of a book goes to the publisher;
9 percent to the author; 2.5 percent to
the freight company; nine percent to the
university, and 12.5 percent to the bookstore.
O'Hara said that they try to keep the
prices down by encouraging professors
to require the same books each term so
-that students can get money back for
used textbooks. He also said that they try

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTII FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG

to buy back as many used books as possible so that they don't have to buy from
the publishers as"much.
"The publisher is the last place we go
to, and at that point there's nothing we
can do than base our prices on what it
costs us," O'Hara said.
Online sites such as eBay's Half.com
or Amazon.com may offer cheaper prices
for books.
0' Hara said, "some online sites are
peer-to-peer and they don't have to
worry about costs and employees. Other
sites offer discounts because they don't
have as many employees because everything is computerized."
Bayboro Bookstore is an alternative
to buying at the USF Bookstore.
"They are sometimes cheaper," said
Brett Allmond, an accounting junior.
He also said they are more likely to have
used books because used ones sell quicker at the USF store. He has also bought
online.
"It's a lot better online, but I don't
know what books are required in
advance," he said. But sometimes there
is not enough time to get them shipped,
he said. ''You pay more to have to have it
right in front of you."
Some students have ideas that they
think would allow them to get books
without spending so much money.
"Hillsborough Community College
rents out their books, I think that would
be a better idea," said Marie Philip, a
USF senior.
APRIL 7, 2004

Not your average
.
college seniors

USF's day at the Capitol

.

By Irena Milasinovic
Staff Writer

he does not worry about graduation, final exams or grades.

S

By Shelby Graham
Personal Perspective

Lei Kellman thinks more about
peace rallies, ethics meetings and politics. She is the o¢er face of USF St.
Petersburg.
Kellman, 82, is one of the senior
citizen auditors attending classes at
USF. She refers to herself as an "old
lady" instead of a senior citizen.
Currently, there are over 120 senior
auditors enrolled at USF St. Petersburg.
The audit program offers Florida residents who are 60 years or older enrollment into classes of their choice
depending on the availability basis.
"Our first responsibility are students who need classes to graduate to
get those classes first," says Joyce
Morin, a senior admissions registration
officer. The seniors mostly stick to the
College of Arts and Sciences where history, literature and journalism are
among their favorites. Morin says that
the College of Business doesn't offer
classes to seniors because of the limited
seat availability.
The audit program, mandated by
state legislature and available in every
state university or college, allows senior
auditors to register for three classes per
semester.
Kellman is taking two classes this
semester: Jay Black's "Mass Media
Ethics"
class
and
Judithanne
McLauchlan's "Road to the White
House." She says some classes are more
stimulating than others, "Road to the
White House" is still waiting for
Kellman's verdict. "It's interesting,
somewhat," she says.
She doesn't worry about her outspoken disapproval of a particular pre§idential candidate. She wears a pin on
her left side; close to her heart: "I didn't
vote for his daddy either," the pin reads.
She has been wearing it for last two or
three years. "I wear it whenever I
remember to put it on." Students are
very intrigued by her pin. "It's a great
conversation starter," she says, "It gets
people to talk to me."
· The program comes with many benefits for the auditors. They have complete access to campus facilities such as
the pool and fitness center, and allowed
to check out books from the campus
library. "It's very good for the university
to give something back to the community," says Morin. " It keeps [the seniors]
active."
Treated as students, senior auditors
have to pay some of the same fees as
students. They have to pay for parking;
something that changed from few years
ago when parking was free to them.
They pay for student ID cards and
books, but many choose not to buy textbooks for class. Ruben Anchundia, a
business student, says that books some(ROW'S NEST, VoL.

• Six from USF St.
Petersburg traveled to
Tallahassee to rub elbows
with state leaders and to
garner some attention for
the campus.
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Photo by Matt Nelson

Lei Kellman is just one of
about 120 senior auditors at
USF St. Petersburg. Above, in
Jay Black s media ethics class
she is actively involved in
class
discussions
and
debates. Kellman often refers
to herself as an old lady
instead of a senior citizen.

times are not necessary for them.
"They bring their life experiences to
the class," he says.
On the other hand, he says,
"Sometimes classes are too advanced for
them. It all mostly depends on a senior."
Kellman says that going to classes
allows her to keep up with current
issues, and learn how students perceive
world today. "I learn a lot from students," she says.
But she worries about the students'
disinterest and lack of involvement in
peace groups and rall~es, of which
Kellman is an active participant.· She
stands on different corners each week
promoting peace and has participated in
pep rallies at Baywalk.
"I have always been involved in
peace [rallies]," she says. "I get involved
in what interests me."
She got involved in audit program
at USF-SP about 12 years ago; well over
a decade after the program emerged in
1980. Kellman keeps herself busy by
volunteering at the temporary shelter
for women and children, and regularly
attending Wednesday ethics meeting
composed of eight current members,
where they talk about the·world, politics
and economy. She says she likes the nice
community feel the St. Petersburg campus offers to students. "It makes St.
Petersburg a good place to live for me,"
she says.
Kellman, a Brooklyn native, came to
Florida in 1986 with her husband.
Her graduation, unlike traditional
USF students, took place decades ago·
when she earned her Master's degree
from the University of Maine. She says
the learning process never ends.
''I'll keep coming back as long as I
can," Kellman says.
·

My experience, to say the least, at USF
St. Petersburg has been a blessing to my
life both academically and socially. When
the call for student representatives for
USF Day at the Capitol was issued on the
St. Petersburg campus, I responded with
enthusiasm. Along for the five hour trek to
Tallahassee were freshmen Diana
MacDonald and Sarah Young, graduate
student Jackie Wertel and the Alumni
Coordinator for USF-SP Sue Sietsma.
Chancellor Karen White joined the group
later.
Upon our arrival on March 30 at the
Capitol, we were all enthralled with the
transformation of the rotunda inside the
building. Each level was adorned with
some sort of USF memorabilia. Banners
saying "Welcome to Bulls' Country" were
predominately displayed. The acknowledgment of Florida's senators and representatives surprisingly did not pale in
comparison to the zealous celebration of
the students in attendance at the event.
Many legislators stopped by the USF St.
Petersburg booth to ask about the university. I counted over several dozen who had
specifically worn green or actual USF
memorabilia in honor of our presence that
day. This proved to me that the achievements of the university had not gone
unnoticed. There are many points of pride
that each student should be boasting
about.
Were you aware that a USF Professor,
Robin Murphy, developed search and rescue robots that found victims and helped
rescue workers determine if passageways
were safe in the aftermath of the World
Trade Center tragedy? Or how about the
fact that the Center for Biological Defense,
located at the USF College of Public
Health, developed a three-step technique
that dramatically reduces the time it takes
to detect anthrax in powders and on surfaces from three days to six hours. Or
maybe the fact that the women's sailing
team located right here on Bayboro
Harbor ranked 13th in the 2002 national .
championship.
• I don't feel that it is far-fetched to say
that the enrolled students at USF are the
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Photo by Sue Sietsma

Chancellor Karen White (left),
along with Shelby Graham,
State Rep. Charlie Justice, and
Sarah Young participated in
USF s Day at the Capitol in
Tallahassee.
·future of tomorrow. The bonds we forge
with leaders of today will determine our
success as we enter the world outside the
campus community of USF-SP. These
leaders exist not only within our institution but also outside, too. The Capitol is a
place where those who are elected to represent us are not always readily accessible
to the general public. We, the students of
your campus, met with repr~entatives for
Pinellas County. Talking with Reps.
Charlie Justice and Gus Bilirakis was one
of the many highlights of my day. Not only
was it a chance to meet them but we also
voiced our opinion about issues that affect
us as students. One important issue is the
bill that is currently before the legislature
that would force Student Government to
pay for the placement of a flag in each
classroom on campus. Rep. Justice said
that he would gladly review any illformation against the passage of the bill that our
Stud~nt Government would submit to
him. Rep. Bilirakis proposed to personally
help in allocating· funds so that flags could
be bought without the need to monetarily
burden Student Government.
Being able to speak candidly with USF
President Judy Genshaft and Chancellor
Karen White enforced the belief that a
casual environment does exist on our
campus.
The one thing we as students need to
realize before we graduate is that being a
USF alumni makes us available to a network of influential people who can provide
us with examples of how to forge a path of
excellence. My day at the Capitol opened
my eyes to the camaraderie that exists
between individuals whose only background is that they attended the same
school. It was a day for all of us to recognize that this bond is one that can fuel each
student long after they graduate.

Warning:
Reading the
Craw's Nest
could be habit
forming.
5

Curbing domestic violence now a state priority
·-

~

eauty parlors hold a unique place in women's
culture. Traditionally, it is a refuge where
women take care of women. Stories and experiences are shared in a safe environment, while selfesteem is boosted and a respectable income is earned.
Because of the intimate relationship formed between a
salon worker and her client, a hair salon is a logical
place to address domestic violence.
At a well-publicized news conference on March 23,
Attorney General Charlie Crist announced an initiative
to provide hairstylist, nail technicians and cosmetologists with domestic violence awareness training. The
program, "Cut Out Domestic Violence'" will teach salon
workers how to recognize signs through active listening, and enable them to provide information about
available resources to victims. Participants in the pro. gram will be instructed not to attempt to counsel victims or to disempower victims by making judgments or
demands.
Currently 15 ·states have similar programs, with the
training being provided by community domestic violence shelters. Florida's statewide program hopes to
include more than 8,ooo licensed hair salons, and
55,000 workers. Local shelters will provide a two-hour
training program and informational material to be distributed through the salons, such as nail files imprinted with the domestic violence hot-line phone number.
The cost of the program is expected to be less than
$10,ooo, and will come from funds already earmarked
for abuse outreach.
The program is positive, much needed, well promoted and cheap. However, where is the "sister" program that instructs barbers how to recognize the signs
of an abuser through active listening, and enables
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them to provide information about available resources
for batterers?
Unfortunately, domestic violence continues to be
viewed as a women's issue. While most often women
are the victims of male abusers, the opposite does
occur, along with abuse in same-sex couples. The point
is that domestic violence is not an "individual" issue, it
involves a victim and an abuser.
A common question asked regarding domestic violence is "Why doesn't she just leave?" The question
should be, "Why would someone hit the person they
supposedly love?" When a victim does leave her abuser, he does not stop being an abuser. To think otherwise is to conclude that she was responsible for the
abuse. This is called "blaming the victim," which in
turn releases the abuser from responsibility.
For a better understanding, CASA offers this definition, "Domestic abuse is a pattern of behaviors used
to establish power and control over an intimate partner often leading to the threat or use of violence.
Domestic abuse is not a disagreement, a marital spat
or an anger management problem. Domestic abuse is
the use of power and control."
While providing awa.reness and a safe place for victims of domestic violence is a priority, it is not a solution to the problem. In order to stop domestic violence,
the abusers must take responsibility and have access to

the tools and resources availaple to stop abusing.
Programs such as counseling services and a community support network are already available, but under
publicized. Integral to the solution is the involvement
of men in the community to promote awareness about
these free services to abusive men. Men helping men
stops abusive behavior.
If you are in an abusive relationship, either victim
or abuser, please call the -statewide crisis line 1-8oo500-1119 for help.

sextiaJ behaviors
1at.eq;he Vi<~tini wpci
adYisots~ orderto please,.the jealous
Ridge'd Gender Roles: There is a sense of entitlement to be
'~in cpatgy" in ~e relationship. The ~"j)user stJ;ongly subscribes,,.
to ridged, stereotypical gender roles: Tradition·and cultUre are
-:Use9. to j~ti.fyabuse. ·
~ "\!i ' '
.
·
Use Ofyiblence: Abusers may .ha've a history .o f tisip.g force
or.violence to solve problems. They' may display a quick temper, over-react to little problems and frustrations of everyday
life, thJ:ow objec~, 'pUJ?.~ walls, be cruel to !1-nimals, and have
a criminal recor<Uor vio!Emce:
sU:bstance Abuse: There' is a strong link between violence
and .alcohol, but these are two separate issues and need to be
dealt with separately. The domestic abuser uses substance
abuse to excuse offensive and hurtful behavior.
Family History: CPildren who grow up in abusive families
have.learned that violence is normal behavior.

Source: Center .Against Spouse Abuse, 2002

which would then be converted completely into a recreational center.
Student Government Treasurer
Thomas Piccolo said, although he does
.St. Petersburg students currently pay a not like the idea of raising fees, building
the structure all at once makes more
$5 flat fee plus $11.76 per credit hour.
USF St. Petersburg's devised sense because it is cheaper overall and
Option C, a 74,00.0-square-foot student has everything that students want n0w.
Marely Fernandez, 23, an undercenter, calls for students to pay a flat fee
graduate
taking 18 hours this semester,
of $40 a term, plus $16 per credit hour.
did
not
vote in the online survey.
With this option, fees for a full-time
Fernandez
said, "My grants barely
student taking 15 hours would increase
cover
my
tuition
now, and if I were takto $280.
ing
a
full
load
in
the
fall, the fee increase
Brailsford & Dunlavey conducted
would
kind
of
affect
me."
an online survey to give students a
Donovan
Tomlinson,
34, an underchance to weigh in on their future and
graduate
psychology
student,
also did
presented Option A (95,000 sq. ft.) and
not
vote
in
the
survey.
Tomlinson
said
Option ~ (70,000 sq. ft.) on March 25he
does
not
use
the
student
lounge
in
The two options include a bookstore,
Davis
Hall
because
the
crowd
is
but USF has decided to build the
and
he
would
feel
"creepy."
He
younger
Barnes & Noble with the future parking
thinks students need this center
garage instead.
The consultants based the ameni- because it would provide a place for
ties and square footage of all the pro- everyone on campus.
Nasser said that after Student
posed buildings on the online-survey
Government
votes on the fee increase, a
results, the focus-group discussions.
recoml;Ilendation
will be made to the
and the anticipated growth on campus.
Student
Fee
Committee,
which is comAlthough the 385 students who
posed
of
four
students,
faculty and
took the survey were mostly full-time
staff.
students, Greg Wachalski, an associate
Nasser also said the fee committee
with Brailsford & Dunlavey, said that
generally
approves the figures that are
the 8 percent response rate was much
given
to
them
by Student Government.
higher than usual for campuses.
The
Student
Fee
Committee meetirig,
Paul Schulz, a student on the cenwhich
is
open
to
the public, has not
ter's committee, said Student
but is anticipated
been
scheduled
yet,
Government will seek input from stuto
be
sometime
on
April
8.
dents about all three proposals and fee
firm·
said that after
The
consulting
increases over the next couple weeks,
the
university's
recommendation,
and a vote is scheduled for April 14 at
including what the students prefer, will
4:30 p.m. in CAC 133.
be
presented to the Campus Board in
Abdul Nasser, associate vice presiApril.
Design proposals from architecdent for administration and finance,
ture
and
design/build firms will be
said that the new center would free up
sought
for
the
two or three story center.
space in the Campus Activities Center,

Student union. from page 1
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. esus of Nazareth died a horrific
death-beaten, whipped with
bone or metal pieces fixed in a
nine-lash whip, mocked with a crown of
two-inch thorns pressed into his head,
wrists and feet nailed to a cross where he
hung
until he died of slow suffocation.
'
What was it all for? For nothing?
On the contrary, Jesus had many
reasons for going tluough this and all of
those reasons center around you:
1) This was Jesus, who had healed
people from lifelong diseases, from
physical disabilities like blindness,
paralysis, even demon-possession. He
stopped a violent storm at sea, miraculously fed crowds of over 5,000. So when
they nailed him to a cross, it was not
those nails keeping him there-it was
his love for us.
2) He had clearly identified himself as
God. That's why the religious authorities
were having him tortured and killed. But
on five different occasions before his
arrest, Jesus declared that he would be
crucified and three days later come back
to life. He wanted people to publicly see
him killed and buried, so that when he
rose from the dead, they would know
that everything he said about his
identity was true. Three days later, his
burial tomb was empty. People spoke
with him and saw him physically alive
(more than 500 people)- he wanted us
t o know he really was God in the
flesh, just as he said.

I

}

3) His death on the cross
was to allow us to have a
relationship with him, which
he obviously desires. There is
only one thing that keeps us
from having a close relationship with God-"your iniquity [sin] has
made a separation between you and your
God." And there is penalty, a price to
be paid, for our sin. Going to church?
No. Being a good person? No. Thepenalty for our sin is death. Death?! So
that we would not have to die for our
sin, Jesus died in our place. As the
prophet Isaiah stated nearly 600 years
before J esus was born, "All of us like
sheep have gone astray, each of us has
turned to his own ways; but the Lord has
caused the iniquity [sin] of us all to fall
on him." He paid (fully) for our sin
and now offers us complete forgiveness.
4) We don't expect God to offer us
forgiveness and eternal life, but he does.
But such a gift only belongs to those
who take it. Instead of trying to perform
for God, look what he has done for you.
How many of us are trying to get close to
God, not realizing that he already desires
to come into our lives? Jesus said,
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come into him."

a
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If you're like many· people, you sense
God's desire to know you and have a
personal relationship with you. But he
won't force you into a relationship with
him. which you've probably already
discovered. It's simply a matter of
wanting him to come into your life, and
then you making the decision to invite
him in. If you need help knowing how to
ask him, here you go:
"Jesus, thank you for paying for my
sins. I open the door of my life right
now, and ask you to come in. Do with my
life what you would like. Thank you for
your forgiveness and for coming into my
life right now." If you asked him into
yout life just now, your sins are forgiven,
he really came into your life and he will
never leave you nor forsake you.
You can learn more about knowing
God by reading the section called "John"
in the Bible. You can also learn more
about Jesus' life, death and facts supporting his resurrection in the feature
article BEYOND BLIND FAITH at
www.EveryStudent.com.

EveryStudent.com
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experience as a valuable advantage.
Nancy Coscia, director of student life,
said voter turnout was noticeably busier
than last year. Last November, only 102
voted but 159 students voted this term.
The election, which took place March 29
to Apri11 in the Davis Hall lobby, coinciding with the Harborside Activities Board's
week long social, "Spring Fling."
Three of the four leaders come to the
table with executive board experience on
USF
St.
Petersburg's
Student
Government. President-elect Piccolo is
Cole
turning his current seat as treasurer over
to new-comer Koenig. Cole and Merritt will continue to serve in their
present positions. The new student administration will be inaugurated
May 1 and serve until December 31.
"Because we have such a small population, we have a unique opportunity to create something really special," Piccolo said. "I want to get
more students involved in events and start some traditions that are
unique to the St. Petersburg campus."
He explained they are working to change a misconception that
Student Government only exists to sponsor events like student orientations, the welcome back barbeques and homecoming. In addition to
helping to increase student interest for these and other activities, they
are equally committed to the business decisions on campus.
"We are doing real things that affect real change, just like state government," said Piccolo, a junior majoring in economics and history.
The student-run legislature manages a budget of over $780,000,
which allocates money by a majority vote to a variety of school-related
organizations and activities. Many students are unaware that the activities and service fees paid as part of their tuition go directly into that
budget, said Koenig.
Cole who has spent four semesters in executive office, agreed.
"I don't think students realize how much influence they can have,"
he said. "Our job is to voice the opinion of the students to the school's
administration."
Giving the students a voice has been Merritt's mission since he took
office last year. 'We're trying to get students to do more than just show
up for class," he said.
Student Government meets every other Wednesday in the Campus
Activities Center room 133 and is open to the public. The next meeting
is April14 at 4:30 p.m.

conf(icted
475 Seminole Blvd., Largo, FL

(727} 581-8833

Tobacco Accessories, Incense, Novelties, Etc.

Custom Blown Glass Orders Available
Mention this ad and receive a 10% discount

Tues- Thurs
Fri & ·Sat
Sun

Noon - 10 p.m.
Noon - 11 p.m.
3 p.m. - 7 p.m.
NOW OPEN
MON.•SAT.

ANY SERVICE
~ ~mlS •...,. Qtlft retl1l Wllk ... ' l!llll'ts.
$IQIIUII allflr ... lliAIII ltW lOW.
~ c:att ~ .qltls\IClcs tWh 1his ~ t;Qt '1!11\1 wilt! any <>1!\tr

Certified Technicians

«

cri Central Ave.
en
.t::.

~

-

2nd Ave. s.

M\102112

repa1r

rnairltanence sarv1co1.

EXP 121'31!03

EXP. l~';)l/013

CO-Cid!IR.

tifliZlcelfJ

OOFF

...-.t tills QOUpOI\ aod
·~,. $10 OFf' any

cri
(()

1?
C')

t

I

~

6

•

334-2nd Ave. S.
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Win ·lunch for four and a
$50 spa certificate!
All registered USF St. Petersburg
students, faculty & staff may enter!
SEND YOUR FULL NAME & PHONE
NUMBER via email to
The Hilton St. Petersburg is proud to
serve the downtown community.

®.

Hilton
CROW'S NEST, VOL. 34 No. 14

USFCROWSNEST@AOL.COM

Title the subject: HILTON

333 First ~t. South
St. Petersburg, Fl33701
Reservations 727-894-5000 or 1-800-944-5500
www.stpetehilton.~om
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Disclaimer: Crows Nest
staff is not eligible.
Students must be registered in at least one class
at USF St. Petersburg. All ·
entries must be in by
Tuesday, April 20 at 9 p.m.
A winner will be randomly.
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Club. from
theft], especially being a college student," she said. "You're getting ready to
get out in the world and your credit
[could be] ruined."
According to the Website, myfloridalegal.com; stealing a person's identity
can take as little as obtaining that person's social security number, date of
birth, address and phone number.
Armed with that information and perhaps a fake ID, an identity thief can
e·stablish credit in the victim's name, use
the victim's credit cards and steal money
from that person's bank accounts.
Students in college also must write
their social security number on many
documents, increasing its exposure, said
Jon Wierzbowski, a USF St. Petersburg
police sergeant.
Wierzbowski said he doesn't know
of any identity theft ·cases that have happened to USF St. Petersburg students in
the last three years, and that avoiding
identity theft is based on safeguarding
personal information.
"Every kind of information makes
.up a piece of your identity," he said.
"Your account numbers, whether they
be bank accounts or credit card
accounts, your driver's license information, date of birth, name, race, sex - all
are building blocks of · your· identity.
Your social security number is your keystone."
"Treat your social security number
as if it were money in your wallet," he
said. "You wouldn't leave it lying
around."
Hohengarten, USF St. Petersburg's
dean' of enrollment services, said there is
usually not much that can alleviate students' paranoia about identity theft.
"Eventually, [the social security
number] won't be a primary identifier
[at USF)," he said. "But students must
remember that their social security
number is floating around in a lot of
places, and the chances of it being stolen
at the university are no greater than it
happening anywhere else. The bottom
line is you can only minimize your exposure. You cannot eliminate it."
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tion, but they don't include homosexuals in studies [cited in those text-.
books]."
The discussion group will address
a number of social and political
issues, but also sponsor social and
educational events on campus. One
concrete goal is to have sexual orientation added to the school's anti-discrimination and harassment policy.
Currently, there is nothing in the
school's policy that prohibits discrimination or harassment on that basis. ·
As is often the case with gender
identity and sexual identity groups,
inclusiveness was one of the issues
raised at the first meeting.
Ellis said the group is open to
everyone and members will soon
decide meeting topics.
The next meeting of the Gay and
Photo by Lara Stewart
Lesbian Awareness club is April15 at 7 Jerry Notaro (front) and Eric Ellis helped organize the new Gay and
p.m. in Terrace 204.

Lesbian Awareness club. It is the first club of its kind at USF-SP.

ADVERTISE

Betow: " ·students take
·part in a game of Craps
at USF~SP s Casino
Night on April 2. No real
money was used and
the chips had no value.

WITH US!
E-mail
CROWSNESTADS@AOL.COM

or call Kenny at
(727) 643-6269

caow·s
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Below: The USF
,sailing team ·
practices just
outside Bayboro
Harbor.
Photo by Dana Levine.
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BUSH/CHENEY CAMPAIG·N
Great Fun!

Great on your Resume!

Earn Up To J Credil Hours!
Sign Up jqr:

Campaign artd Field Work Course
For details see: Dr. Darryl Paulson
REELECTBllSH "ii"hotmaH.com
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Call: (727) 517-2456
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