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Local 

Universitv Area 
Transit 

Projects Set 
Hillsborough County will 

hold a second meeting in the 
University Area to discuss 
two projects affecting the 
area. The meeting will be held 
on Monday, December 7th, 
6:30 p.m., at the University 
Area Community Center, 
14013 N. 22nd Street. 

The first is a project by 
Planning & Growth 
Management Depa.rtment 
and the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization to cre­
ate a multi-modal transporta­
tion district in the University 
of South Florida area. 

This effort will result in a 
plan to make the area more 
pedestrian, bicycle and tran­
sit-friendly, and create oppor­
tunities for funding those 
improvements. 

The second is a project by 
the County's Public Works 
Department to study pedes­
trian safety along Fletcher 
Avenue. The study is being 
undertaken because the area 
surrounding Fletcher Avenue 
from 15th Street to 46th 
Street has been identified as 
having one of the highest 
pedestrian crash rates in 
unincorporated Hillsborough 
County. 

The study will consider new 
road and traffic safety fea­
tures such as pedestrian 
refuge islands, bicycle lanes, 
enhanced signage, traffic con­
ditions analysis, and pedestri­
an safety education effort. 

For mote information, 
please call Ned Baier, 
Planning & Growth 
Management Department, at 
(813) 272-5849,_ Steve 
Valdez, Public Works 
Department, at (813) 272-
5275 or Gena Torres, 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, at (813) 272-
5940 (TIY: 301-7173). 

Persons in needfof special 
accommodations ·(mder the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act or who require inter­
preter services (free of 
charge) should contact 
Michele Ogilvie, (813) 273-
3774, ext. 317 or 
ogilviem@plancom.org. at 
least 3 business days in 
advance of this meeting. 

Check Us Out On 
Facebook & Follow 

Us On Twitter @ 
Twitter.com/ 
FLSENTINELB 

It's amazing what you can accomplish when you focus on the details. 

Discover for yourself how paying attention to the details can really pay off when it comes to your money. 

Let SunTrust help. With our simple and convenient online tools, you can stay on top of your money today 

and in the future. We even make saving easy. To flnd out how you can get started, visit suntrust.com/solic;!. 

�~�·� SUNTRUST 
Live Solid. Bank Solid. 

SunTrust Bank. Member FDIC. C2009 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and Uve Solid. Bank Solid. are t.derally regilt. red service marka of SunTrust 
Banks, Inc. 
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~ Local 
~ 

i MHS Student savs School Has 
~ Changed Because Of Principal 

BY IRIS B. HOLTON 
Sentinel City Editor 

Oftentimes, when adults are 
dealing with problems, they 
never think about the opinion 
being formed by others. 
However, while the adults are 
concentrating on the pro­
blems, t.he youngsters are 
forming' their own opinions. 

Since it opened in 2001, 
Middleton High School has 
had its share of negative pub­
licity. And changing a nega­
tive image of the school has 
been a priority . Recently, · 
Charmell Davis, a student 
at ·the school, shared her 
opinions about the direction 
in which the school is going. 

"Middleton has improved 
significantly this year. Since 
Mr. (Owen) Young has 

~ become our principal, there a have been fewer fights 
~ between students, better com-
1&. munication between staff and 
Q the student body, and greater 
~ accessibility of the adminis­
>- tration for students," 
iC Charmell said. 
fi} Last year when Charmell 
W began attending Middleton as 
~ a 9th grade student, she 

remembers that the after · 

CHARMELL DAVIS 
... Middleton High 

School student 

school fights were numerous 
and the school's spirit was 
low. There was also room for 
improvement in several areas 
including communications 
between the adults and the 
student body. 

Then, Owen Young was 
promoted to the rank of prin­
cipal. He entered the school 
with a new philosophy and a 
different approach to han-: 
dling problems as they arise. 
He introduced an atmosphere 
of love, concern, and encour­
agement. 

His actions did not go unno­
ticed and made an impression 
on the students. Charmell 

has observed, "Mr. Young 
and the faculty have worked 
to change how the student 
body looks at themselves. 
Each day before school ends, 
Mr. Young gets on the inter­
com and encourages us to be 
the best that they can be. He 
reminds us that we represent 
Middleton High School and 
that we are the best. This kind 
of encouragement is good 
because some students don't 
get that positive encourage­
ment and support from 
home." 

Charmell also said that 
more teachers take an active 
role in helping the students to 
be successful in and out of the 
classroom. "They make sure 
that we understand our 
lessons and if we don't they 
work with us until we under­
stand." 

In her opinion, the school 
has made marked advance­
ments in improving its image. 
"Mr. Young has challenged 
the students and faculty to 
take ownership for ourselves 
and our school. In order for 
people to respect Middleton, 
it must first start with us, the 
people on the inside," 
Charmell said. 

Dishwasher Celebrates 
20 Years Of Giving Gifts 

To Foster Children 

Delwyn Collins stands beside 
a Christmas tree that will soon 
be brimming with gifts for child­
ren in fester care. This marks 
the 20t year that Collins has 
given of himself to make the ho­
lidays brighter for children in 
Foster Care. (Photograph cour­
tesy of Tampa General Hospital). 

BY IRIS B. HOLTON 
Sentinel City Editor 

With the state of the econo­
my, many people are not 
spending as they have in past 
years. However, for one 
Tampa man his mission is 
not measured in·dollars. His 
goal has remained unchanged 
for the past 20 years. 

For years, Tampa General 
Hospital has taken an active 
role in providing gifts for the 
1,500 foster children in 
Hillsborough County. But, 
Delwyn Collins expanded 
that role and encouraged oth­
ers to do so as well. 

Collins, 51, was hired as a 
dishwasher at the hospital 
more than 20 years ago. 
When the person who coordi­
nated the program retired, 
Collins stepped into his 
shoes. 

But instead of bringing a 
single gift, Collins purchased several gifts. The following year, it 
became an annual event and he began to prepare early by work­
ing odd jobs to earn more money. 

He also said his efforts do not go unnoticed. "People recognize 
me on the street and tell me that I show others what Christmas is 
all about. We are here to glorify God, but we have the children to 
think about, too." 

Collins said that although he receives volumes of letters thank­
ing him from the children, his sole purpose is to help others. He 
also stated that many of the children who benefited from the pro­
gram are now adults and re<;ognize him. 

He has also served as ail .inspiration to hospital employees, 
employees at the University of South 
Florida, and the community in general. 

A native of Fort Worth, Texas, Collins moved to Tampa with 
his family as a teenager. When his military stepfather received 
orders to relocate, he made Tampa his home. 

While the economy hasn't had an affect on Collins' ability to 
give, it has hurt some of his friends. So, now he is also helping 
friends who have lost their jobs as well. 

On Tuesday, December 15th, at 2 p.m., the Hillsborough County 
Foster Angel Program will come to an end when the gifts are 
picked up from the hospital. The program was created 21 years 
ago. . / 

Collins, who has no family in the state, said he will spend a 
quiet Christmas alone this year. But, when January rolls around, 
he will begin anew with saving for the annual event. "People tell 
me they are so thankful that someone came along to help make a 
difference in the lives of these children.· I'm going to stick it out 
until the Lord tells me otherwise." 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2009 · 

9:00AM - 2:00PM 

SPONSORED BY THE WEST COAST 
CONFERENCE WOMEN~S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

HELD AT 

ST. PAUL A.M.E. CHURCH (IN THE LOWER UNro 
506 EAST HARRISON Street TAMPA, FLORIDA 33602 

The Day Will Consist Of Fun, Games, Ice-Breakers, Entertainment Healty Eating And Education 


