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BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETESBURG – A
small group of people
consisting of city offi-
cials, investment
bankers and members
of the community gath-
ered on an empty lot
early Wednesday, Dec.
7 to celebrate the part-
nership between Neigh-
borhood Home
Solutions (NHS) and
Wells Fargo Bank.

“We’re here today to
let you know that

thanks to Wells Fargo,
NHS will develop a new
home on this lot along
with four other homes
in the Bartlett Park
neighborhood,” said
NHS President and
CEO Deborah Scanlan. 

The three bedroom
two bath homes will be
sold to graduates of the
NHS counseling and ed-
ucation program. 

NHS is a not-for-
profit neighborhood 
revitalization and com-
munity development

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG –
At one time or another
everyone has gone
through a difficult time.
But what happens when
those bad times start pil-
ing up year after year until
one day you wake up feel-
ing bitter and battered?

That’s just what hap-
pened to lifelong resident
Nicole Phillip. Known to
friends and family as
CoCo, Phillip had to find
a way to cope with a life
gone awry and the back-
lash of being a Christian
while having a baby out of
wedlock.

“That was the sad part
for me,” said Phillip, who
found that as a worship
leader the scrutiny was
intense. “You’re most dis-
appointed in yourself.” 

So to counteract the

feeling of bitterness that
began to creep into her
life, Phillip wrote a book
chronicling her struggles
as a single parent and
how she got her life back
on track for the sake of
her child. 

Her first step was real-
izing she stepped outside
the protection of the
Lord, thus making her life
more challenging than it
would have been if she
hadn’t strayed from her
timeline. 

Phillip believes every-
one has the good intent of
having a lasting relation-
ship and providing for
their family. In fact, she
preaches that God wants
us to have all our desires,
but with the stipulation
that we do it in his time. If
temptation and short cuts
through life become the
norm, lives can be
changed and those look-

ing for an easy way out
may find their futures
filled with obstacles.

“It causes conse-
quences that you have to
later deal with because
you didn’t wait on the
Lord, or you didn’t move
within his principles,”
said Phillip. “That’s what
I found myself in.”

She also found there
were people looking to
revel in her failure, in her
shame of not practicing
what she preached.
Phillip questioned her
ability to continue min-
istry, even in her own
family. With all the con-
fines of motherhood, she
had difficulty tending to
her own mother in her
time of need, and lost her
faith in delivering a pro-
found message to others.

A self-proclaimed
woman of God, Phillip en-
joys inspirational speak-

ing and coaching women
of all ages in having a
healthy mindset and find-
ing their spiritual place in
the world. By day, she
puts her marketing de-
gree to use as CEO of
Ministry Event Market-
ing, which provides
branding services to local
businesses, along with
web development serv-
ices and community out-
reach.

As a graduate of
Gibbs High, Phillip has a
deep love of the St. Pe-
tersburg area and wants
to reach out to fellow
Christians who may be
putting on a face in order
to save face in the com-
munity. 

“Sometimes we don’t
address the heart of a
person,” said Phillip, who
believes that ministry and

See SCHOOL, page 2

See SINGLE,  page 5

Celebrating
the 2016-17
school year

Home building resumes in Bartlett Park

Dr. Michael Grego

See HOME, page 7 See PARK, page 4

BY MICHAEL A. GREGO,
ED.D.
Superintendent

We have much to cele-
brate as we reflect on the
first semester of the 2016-17
school year in Pinellas
County Schools. We are
building on last year’s ac-
complishments and main-
taining a focus on
increasing student achieve-
ment. We are committed to
raising the bar for all stu-
dents by encouraging them
to participate in courses and
programs that challenge
them. 

We are continuing our
work to increase the enroll-
ment of African-American
students in gifted and tal-
ented programs in elemen-
tary school and in
higher-level math and Eng-
lish courses in middle
school. Students have more
opportunities to explore sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and math through
dedicated science labs in el-
ementary schools and the
before- and after-school
STEM Academies in ele-
mentary and middle
schools. 

The district currently
has 247 STEM Academies
for second- through eighth-
graders with nearly 5,000
students participating. In
the academies, students en-
gage in design challenges,
explore careers and use
technology to enhance their

Nicole Phillip wrote a book chronicling her struggles as a single parent and a Christian.

‘Single, Saved & Bitter’

Inaugural
Campbell
Park Fun
Day

Wells Fargo donated $80,000 to
Neighborhood Home Solutions.

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Recreation Supervisor Car-
los Daniels hosted the first
family fun day event on the
grounds of Campbell Park
to highlight the richness of
businesses, services and
local talent in the commu-
nity last Saturday,  Dec 3.

“We’re trying to get
more things going on in
our community-positive
things,” said Daniels. 

The recreation leader
sees the event as one of
several to entice new fami-
lies in the area to the recre-
ation center, which boast of
a gymnasium, two baseball
fields, a large pool, tennis
court, a lighted football
field, a Fitness Zone and a
huge playground for kids
of all ages.  

“We have beautiful
parks in the area, and we
want families to come out
and enjoy them.”

Sponsored in part by
the Juvenile Welfare
Board, they were just one
of many service providers
on hand informing resi-
dents of their many pro-
grams. Others included
Florida Blue, Amerigroup,
Bethel Community Foun-
dation, Home Instruction
For Parents of Preschool
Youngsters and the Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity. 

Portions of the event
were broadcast live by one
of the event sponsors
Power 99.1, who raffled off
prizes and concert tickets. 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY FOR VIEWING
PINELLAS COUNTY 2015-2016

CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE & EVALUATION REPORT 
FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, 

HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP, EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT
AND NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAMS

December 9, 2016

To All Citizens, Housing and Related Service Providers, Public Agencies and Other Interested Parties:

Pinellas County’s Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the 2015-2016
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership (HOME), and 
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Programs is available for viewing and public comment beginning
December 9 through December 23, 2016. The CAPER is available at the Pinellas County Community
Development and Planning Division, 440 Court Street-2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756 or online at
www.pinellascounty.org/community.

The CAPER is comprised of statistical and financial statements, narratives and maps regarding activities
carried out during the 2015-16 program year to meet previously identified goals and objectives. 
Approximately $9,198,620 in Federal CDBG, HOME, and ESG grant funds and program income was
available to carry out activities, all of which was committed and approximately $4,600,498 of which
was expended. Additionally, approximately $2,348,608 in Federal Neighborhood Stabilization Program
(NSP) grant funds and program income was available to carry out activities and approximately $102,542
was expended. CDBG, ESG and NSP funded activities were located within the Urban County 
(unincorporated areas and 20 cooperating small cities). HOME funded activities were located within
the Consortium (the Urban County and the City of Largo).

Comments on the CAPER may be made in writing to the Pinellas County Community Development
and Planning Division at the above address through December 23, 2016, or by email to
cdplanning@pinellascounty.org. The report, including a summary of public comments received, will
be sent to the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development no later than December 29, 2016.
The summary of comments will also be available at the Pinellas County Community Development and
Planning Division after December 29, 2016. 

City of St Petersburg
Notice to Offerors

Procurement & Supply Management

Sealed online proposals will be received by the Procurement Department in the City’s iSupplier
Portal for RFP No. 6315 Workforce Readiness and Development Program.  A pre-proposal 
conference will be held at 5:30 p.m. ET, Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at Enoch Davis Recreation
Center, 1111 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida.  Prospective offerors may view 
the proposal online at www.stpete.org/purchase, Current Solicitations.  Proposals close at 
3:00 p.m. ET, Tuesday, January 10, 2017, at that time no proposals will be accepted.  The City
reserves the right to accept or reject any and all proposals and reserves the right to waive 
technicalities.  The decision as to what constitutes a technicality shall rest solely with 
Louis Moore, FNIGP, CPPO, Director of Procurement & Supply Management.

understanding of the
world. All of our Title 1
schools, which serve stu-
dents from lower income
families, offer STEM
Academies. Students in
STEM Academies are
3.26 times more likely to
earn a proficient score on
the state math assess-
ment and 3.68 times
more likely to earn a pro-
ficient score on the state
science assessment.

One way the district
determines when stu-
dents are ready for more
demanding classes in
high school is through
the use of the College
Board’s SAT suite of as-
sessments. These in-
clude the PSAT, which is
offered for free in Pinel-
las for students in grades
8-10. 

Getting a good SAT
score gives students
more choices when it
comes to college, and
students who practice for
the SAT generally do
much better on the as-
sessment. We are en-
couraging families to
take advantage of a part-
nership between an on-
line learning resource
called Khan Academy
and the College Board to
help better prepare stu-
dents. Students can log
onto Khan Academy at

www.SATpractice.org
for free, personalized
practice. Schools
throughout the district
help students link their
PSAT results to Khan
Academy accounts for
practice that is tailored to
their individual needs. 

I am proud to share
that the district recently
received a report from
the College Board, and
we have seen an upward
trend in many areas. In
Pinellas, SAT average
scores rose by 13 points
in reading, 12 points in
math and 11 points in
writing. Pinellas saw in-
creases while results in
the state and the nation
trended down. When we
look at scores from last
year to this year by race
or ethnic group, scores
among each subgroup in-
creased. 

Advanced Placement
(AP) courses are college-
level courses offered at
high schools throughout
the district. AP classes
are open to all students
who want to challenge
themselves and poten-
tially earn college credit.
The district has no entry
criteria for AP courses
and minimal prerequi-
sites. The College Board
report showed that, over-
all, students taking AP

exams increased 12.8
percent from 2014 to
2016. During that same
timeframe, exams taken
by minority students in-
creased by 4.2 percent. 

To strengthen our ef-
forts to close the achieve-
ment gap between
minority students and
their peers, the district
recently hired Dr. Lewis
Brinson as the Minority
Achievement Officer, a
first-time position for
Pinellas County Schools.
Dr. Brinson is a 40-year
educator, who recently
served as Chief Diversity
Officer of the Hillsbor-
ough County School Dis-
trict. He has previously
worked as a teacher, as-
sistant principal, princi-
pal and district
administrator. We are
thrilled to have an educa-
tor with such longstand-
ing and valuable
experience in this role.

Thank you for taking
the time to learn about
some of the many oppor-
tunities and upward
trends in Pinellas County
Schools. On behalf of the
school district, I want to
wish you and your fami-
lies a safe and enjoyable
holiday season and a
happy, healthy new year. 

Michael A. Grego,
Ed.D., Superintendent

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Enoch Davis Center
played host to the St. Pe-
tersburg Branch of the
NAACP 2016 elections.
Election results were no
secret given that the slate
of officers presented to the
general membership at
the group’s October meet-
ing ran unopposed. 

The nominations in-
cluded some officers from
the previous administra-
tion as well as newcomers.
Maria L. Scruggs will
serve as the branch presi-
dent, Nick Wright as the
first vice president, Lydia
Brown as secretary, Kent
Channer as treasurer and
Candy Wright as assistant
treasurer. 

The slate of officers
also included those who
will serve as members at
large to the executive com-
mittee, including Delphine
Brown, Di’east Easler-
Bey, April Hornsleth, Poul
Hornsleth, Cassandra
Jackson, Mary Johnson,
Dr. Frank Scruggs, Etta
Tucker and Bernard
Wright.

Unlike previous

NAACP elections, this
election has proven to be
one of the most calming
and uncontentious one in
the group’s history. For
months there were rum-
blings of coups and utter-
ings of dissatisfaction
along with threats of un-
seating me, but when
asked if I was going to
launch an active reelection
campaign, I simply re-
sponded “absolutely not.”
I simply ran on the
branch’s accomplish-
ments, which were im-
pressive, given our
challenge of rebounding
from a year-long suspen-
sion.    

A small sampling of
those accomplishments:

• Drafting a 21 page
position paper on the
Pinellas County School
Board’s Step Up for Suc-
cess Plan

• Serving as an advo-
cate for several Pinellas
county families whose
children had experienced
a series of challenges
within the Pinellas County
School District. 

• Fighting success-

fully for the rights of a dis-
abled veteran to live
where she chose to live. 

• Was able to plan and
execute several traditional
NAACP programs such as
the Emancipation Procla-
mation Service and sev-
eral candidate forums
during a very active and
often volatile campaign
season.  

While we believe we
have begun to create a
focus on the social and
economic injustices for
people of color in St. Pe-
tersburg, we recognize
the work has just begun.
We are excited about a
new year of commitment
toward the mission of the
NAACP!

SCHOOL,  from front page

Upward trends in Pinellas County Schools

New and familiar faces at the
NAACP 

Maria L. Scruggs
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School choice empow-
ers parents, like me, to
choose which school edu-
cates our children, which
enables them to maximize
their full potential and
gives them the tools to suc-
ceed in this ever-changing
world. 

Fortunately for my
family, Florida created a
scholarship program, run
by the nonprofit Step Up
For Students, to open up
more quality options for
economically disadvan-
taged families. Unfortu-
nately, the Florida’s
teacher union and the state
chapter of the NAACP
have repeatedly gone to
court to eliminate the pro-
gram and evict 95,000 stu-
dents now attending
private schools throughout
the state.

After having their case
tossed out twice, the
teacher’s union and
NAACP are now appealing
to the Florida Supreme
Court. This week, the state
and the scholarship par-
ents fighting the lawsuit
filed their response. I am
one of 15 parent inter-
venors.

I’m particularly disap-
pointed in the NAACP.
Where they once fought
the system to empower
parents, today they stand
by the system to fight par-
ents.

More than 70 percent
of scholarship students are
children of color, and more
than half live in single-par-
ent homes. The average
student on scholarship
lives in a household that is
just 4.4 percent above
poverty. The average stu-
dent on scholarship also
struggled in public school,
but is now making good
progress in the schools
their parents chose. I can’t
understand why the

NAACP wants to take edu-
cation opportunities away
from them. 

I know the NAACP
wants public schools to
excel. I do too. What I
don’t understand is how
they think my children
harm public schools by at-
tending a private school
that works better for them. 

All of my children at-
tended public school at
some point in their educa-
tion. I am not anti-public
school. I simply believe
parents should be able to
choose where their child
goes to school regardless
of their financial situation.
Some parents choose pub-
lic schools. Some parents
choose, and can afford, pri-
vate schools, while others
need financial aid. Others
choose to homeschool.
The common theme is we
all have a choice.

All of my children cur-
rently attend or graduated
from middle school at
Academy Prep in Tampa.
They were constantly
pushed to new educational
heights, exposed to music,
art, the environment, vari-
ous professional fields and
the list goes on. Academy
Prep also mentored them
on how to be dignified
young men and women. 

Now two of my boys at-
tend the University of
South Florida. One is
studying to be an engineer
and the other wants to be
a doctor. They no longer
just dream of success.
They are making it a real-
ity. My other four children
aren’t far behind.

The groups attacking
the scholarship tell people
the money for the pro-
gram comes from public
funds. But this isn’t true.
Funding comes from pri-
vate donations where
donors get a tax credit for

their contribution. 
They also tell people

the scholarship drains
money from public
schools. But this isn’t true
either. Every study that’s
looked at the financial im-
pact makes this clear. And
both courts that looked at
the lawsuit dismissed it be-
cause the teachers union
and the NAACP couldn’t
back up their charge that
the program was hurting
public schools.

Even if the program
was publicly funded, I be-
lieve it is the right of every
parent and child to utilize
any and all educational re-
sources available to them.
School choice is the right
to choose what, when,
where and how my child is
educated. Where that edu-
cation occurs – public or
private – shouldn’t matter.
It is not an “us against
them” struggle with the
public school system. It is
a choice.

Whatever choice each
Florida family makes is the
right choice. I choose the
Step Up scholarship for
my family. The teachers
union and NAACP should
respect my choice, and
stop trying to take it away.

Linzi Morris lives in
Riverview.

NAACP and teachers union
wrong to fight school choice
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President of the
Campbell Park Neigh-
borhood Association
Coy LaSister informed
residents that with two
construction projects
slated for next year, the
association will put any-
one with construction
experience in contact
with the building compa-
nies.

Local talent enter-
tained and amazed the
crowd, such as Koko
Bella and Jerrod
Williams. Both products
of Gibbs High School,
they performed along
with nearly a dozen local
artists.  However, head-

liner Jeremy Lomack
stole the show with his
energetic vocals and
dance performance.

Daniels said mainly
Campbell Park residents
showed up to the family
fun day, but next year
he’s hoping to see more
of St. Pete represented. 

“I see the fun day
growing more each year,
and I would like to incor-
porate other neighbor-
hoods to make it a
city-wide affair.”

To reach Allen
Buchanan, email
abuchanan@theweekly-
challenger.com

PARK,  from front page

Family Fun Day

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING 
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath

Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County, 
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com

Licenses:    CFC025588    CCC1326860    CBC1251478
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SINGLE,  from front page

‘Single, Saved & Bitter:’ A 30-day journey to healing a bitter heart

Nicole Phillip

serving others is a virtue in
the community, but often
wonders if it’s a bit of a
show. “We know how to
dress it up, we know how to
do church good, but on the
inside we are in turmoil, we
are in pain.” 

Her book, “Single,
Saved, & Bitter,” takes you
on a 30-day journey to heal-
ing a bitter heart and learn-
ing how to love yourself
again. It not only chronicles
Phillip’s journey through
salvation, but also delves
into the harrowing strug-
gles of others in their at-
tempt to find peace living
through cancer and even
rape. Stories of how ordi-
nary Christians fell from
the grace of God and found
their way back again. 

Phillip is confident her
30-day plan will help others

gain healing and think
about the decisions they’ve
made in the past. With re-
flection, she promises read-
ers will be able to face the
hard questions facing them
and make proactive deci-
sions to ditch the danger-
ous choices that are ruling
their lives.

“Sometimes we go
through life and we just
cover it up,” said Phillip. By
not dealing with the hurt
and pain that others inflict,
as well as not knowing your
own self-worth, a person
can find they are walking
through life in a bitter place. 

“It springs forth out of
your heart, and it will affect
how you see things and the
sourness will hurt your re-
lationships.”

Phillip has embraced
her new role as a single par-

ent and finds solace in rais-
ing her child to love God
and to appreciate others.
But she does understand
the pull of finding a partner
to build a life with. She cau-
tions about finding yourself
in a relationship filled with
distractions and encour-
ages daters to not settle or
stay with anyone who takes
you away from your true
purpose in life. 

“You must strive to be a
whole person first,” she
said. Confront past and cur-
rent relationships with
friends and family, reevalu-
ate your goals and stan-
dards. “The biggest thing in
your singleness is not try-
ing to get a man so you can
feel complete, but being
complete before you re-
ceive your mate.” 

To purchase “Single,

Saved, & Bitter,” just go to
www.singlesavedbitter.com,
or you can purchase it on-
line through Amazon. You
can also call (727) 228-1489
and get it shipped to you.

“This book allows you
to be transparent,” said
Phillip who has included a
journal to chronicle your
thoughts, along with daily
scriptures to help see God
and yourself in a different
light. And if journaling isn’t
your thing, don’t worry.
She also included guided
questions to help you dig
deep and really work
through what is holding
you back. 

“Once you go through
the storm and come out on
the sunny side, you’ll be
able to recall it and share it
with someone in need,” she
said.
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Preparing for MLK Day of Service
BY GAIL BIRON 
Contributor 

GULFPORT — An
appropriate way to honor
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. is through service and
volunteering in our com-
munities.  Dr. King de-
voted his life to
advancing equality, social
justice and economic op-
portunity for all.  He chal-
lenged us to build a more
perfect union and taught
us that everyone has a
role to play.  

On Saturday, Jan. 14,
Gulfport residents will
step up to serve as volun-
teers at their Annual
MLK Day of
Service.  Volunteers will
work at a variety of serv-
ice projects throughout
this area, joining hun-
dreds of thousands of

Americans across the
United States.  The City
of Gulfport’s Day of Serv-
ice leverages the
strength of our citizens,
focusing on areas of need
affecting members of our
community. 

In past years, the
Gulfport MLK Day of
Service has organized
neighbors at food
pantries, homeless shel-
ter, Bill Young VAMC,
Gulfport Senior Center,
CASA, Clam Bayou,
Pinellas Animal Services,
neighborhood cleanups,
including Gulfport Fire
and Gulfport neighbors
and much more!  

On Jan. 14 we are
inviting you to join many
of your neighbors and
friends by rolling up your
sleeves in service.  To-
gether we will be ready

to get out and serve!
All information, de-

tails and how to register
will be available at
mygulfport.us/mlkdayof-
service.  We will also be
updating the website
with lots of information
on projects, seeking vol-
unteers, providing times
and locations, Facebook
page, photos from prior
MLK Day of Service in
Gulfport, etc.  

For more informa-
tion, please contact (727)
893-1118.

Your 2017 MLK Day
of Service Team:  Gail
Biron (Technical Events
Specialist-Events), Justin
Shea (Cultural Facilities
Events Supervisor) and
Yolanda Roman (Gulf-
port City Council Mem-
ber, Ward 3). 

The food forest in Clymer Park was given some love in honor of the
2016 Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

Officer Mills made a new friend while helping to serve breakfast
during Gulfport’s 2016 Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service.

From the missionaries in Gulfport, “We participated in the first
annual Gulfport Martin Luther King Day of Service. We were able to do

roadside cleanup, and the elders worked at a local animal shelter.
They were able to tell the whole group about the experience. It was a
great day of getting to know people in the community and answering
questions about the church, missionary work and bearing testimony.”
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238

(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201

sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more 
than skin deep.

Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR HELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)

FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR

WEBSITE
www.foodaddicts.org

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners

brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com

Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!
727-393-4617

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

LOOK NO FURTHER 
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books

Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

BE SURE 
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

w w w . T h E w E E k l Y C h A l l E n g E r . C O m

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-345-9292  • www.RonNelsonLaw.com 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Gibbs Classes 
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship 
Christmas Party

Friday, December 23, 2016
8:00 pm - Midnight

Tickets $15
BYOF • Cash Bar

Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water

Gulfport 
Casino Ballroom

5500 Shore Blvd. S., 
Gulfport, FL 33707

For Tickets and Information Call:
Mary Allen: 727-327-7717

Jacquelyn Williams: 727-864-3323
Shirley Smith: 727-415-4628

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

Your

Family

Vision

Center
DC EYE 

ASSOCIATES

Students

Professionals

Adults

Athletes

• Comprehensive Eye 
Examinations

• Children’s Vision Care

• Contact Lens Specialist

• Eye Disease Management

• Medical Consults for Laser 
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

MEDICARE AND 
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Dr. Deborah C. 
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

Dr. Deborah C. 
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

HOME,  from front page

The revitalization of Bartlett Park

organization that is quick
to respond to the needs of
the community and the
clients in need of its serv-
ices and advocacy.

They are dedicated to
helping people improve
their financial wellbeing,
qualify for homeowner-
ship, maintain their home
after purchase, learn how
to avoid foreclosure and if
the unfortunate event oc-
curs, intervene as an advo-
cate for any person facing
a foreclosure action. 

Scanlan said NHS also
plans to work with the
Bartlett Park Neighbor-
hood Association to do
more work on existing
homes as well.

“We consider this as

phase one of our program.
We’re looking forward to
playing a larger role in the
revitalization of the South
St. Petersburg CRA,” she
stated. 

Mayor Rick Kriseman
said he’s more excited
about the revitalization ef-
forts in the Bartlett Park
and Palmetto Park neigh-
borhoods than what’s hap-
pening in the downtown
area. 

“St. Petersburg is
booming, but when it
comes to affordable hous-
ing we recognize there is
a significant need in this
community,” said the
mayor, who mentioned
that those two neighbor-
hoods are in close proxim-

ity to the Tampa Bay and
Bay Harbor waterways. 

Council member Karl
Nurse said the city is in
the process of lowering
about 75 percent of the
cost to building permits
for affordable housing.
And since there are ap-
proximately 1,000 vacant
lots in Midtown and
Childs Park, this is a good
step in lowering the cost
to build on traditional lots.  

“Frankly, as you can
tell, largely what’s being
built is upscale housing.
Part of our mission here
today is to begin part of
the step of building some
affordable housing,” he
said.

Wells Fargo Area Pres-

ident Michael Harpole
and Vice President
Machelle Maner were on
hand to present an
$80,000 donation to NHS.
Through their Leading
the Way Home ® program
Priority Markets Initiative,
six million dollars have al-
ready been given for
neighborhood revitaliza-
tion, that’s 69 grants to
nonprofits nationwide this
year alone. 

“We care deeply about
the communities that we
serve. These grants all
focus on stabilizing and re-
building our local commu-
nities,” said Harpole,
noting that since 2009
Wells Fargo has con-
tributed more than 36 mil-

lion dollars to 125 commu-
nities across the United
States. 

Tom Tito, president of
the Bartlett Park Neighbor-
hood Association and resi-
dent for 43 years, witnessed
firsthand a lot of changes
throughout the neighbor-
hood, such as white flight. 

“People were pretty
hostile. The white folks in
the neighborhood went
nuts. It didn’t make a lot of
sense. People who stayed
had a different attitude
and people who left well…
you can’t help the way
they felt,” said Tito, who is
white himself.

By the time he moved
into the area, most white
residents had left. “Now

that’s not really an issue,”
he said.

Tito credits the com-
munity police for keeping
drugs off the streets and
encourages other neigh-
borhood associations to
utilize their community of-
ficers.

“You need to work
with the police. There are
a lot of problems with the
criminal justice system,
it’s not fair…but you can’t
let that hold you back. You
need to do what you can to
make your block safer,” he
said.

For more information
on NHS, visit nhsfl.org,
call 727-821-6897 or stop
by at 1600 MLK St. S, St.
Petersburg.  
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist institutional Church

3144 Third Avenue South, 

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Phone: 727-323-7518

955 20th Street South   •   St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org   

Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School   9:30 a.m.
Praise Time   10:45 a.m.

Morning Worship   10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live - 

Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family
REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,

PASToR

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers

to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.

Senior Pastor

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

telephone (727) 327-0554  •  Fax (727) 327-0240

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com   Web site: www.bmmbc.org

“God’s House To The City”

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.

Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.

Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south

sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.

Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott

sr. - pastor

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.

Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.

Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

(727) 321-0911

www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship* 

10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

(except Wednesdays)
Pastor 

Claude Williams 

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. 
For more information about the other services and 

ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

Sunday
Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday & 

Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the pro-
fession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, pro-

claiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707

727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.

Genesis

Worship

Center

ChurCh

Pastor Michael T. and 

Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Friendship
Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org

Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Worship ExpEriEncEs

Sunday Worship.............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life 

7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word

7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,

preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

20th Street
church of christ

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712

home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship               ..........7:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning bible class           ..........9:20 a.m.

Sunday Morning Second Worship  ........10:40 a.m.

ladies bible class Monday              ..........7:00 p.m.

Monday evening bible class           ..........7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Morning bible class    ........10:00 a.m.

Wednesday evening bible class         ............7:00 p.m.

bro. robert Smith

Your 

church

ad 

could be

here!
contact: 

www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Your church ad could be here

Contact: 727-896-2922

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712

(727) 866-2567

Rev. Manuel Sykes

SERVICES
Sunday School: 

8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 

9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday         Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
                     A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday        Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m. 
Wednesday   YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

727-896-4356

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park
301 38th Street North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025

www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South

(Childs Park Rec. Center) 
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-240-8373
@FaithCHSP on Twitter

Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

SERVICES

Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone:  727-327-0015 • Fax:  727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net

Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank  W.
Peterman, Jr.

Pastor

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)

9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.

Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.

Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon

Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

CHURCH NEWS

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White

Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm

4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCHST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 321-6631  •  www.stmarkch.org

Schedule of Services

Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.

Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Mission-

ary Baptist Church, its pas-
tor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, ex-
tends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doc-
trine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hun-
gry and thirsty for the word
of God.  At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, prais-
ing God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.

Events for December
Dec 16 - Year End Meet-

ing-7:00 p.m.
Dec 17 - Christmas with

the Community Extrava-
ganza-Time 10:00 a.m-12
noon

Dec 25 - Special Christ-
mas Morning Early Wor-
ship Service-9:30 a.m.

Dec 26 - Church Office
Closed

Dec 31 - Watch Night
Services at St. Mark-10 p.m.

Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morn-
ing at 9:30 a.m. All are in-
vited to come out and join
us.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.

Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general

public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Bap-
tists Believe”.

Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us. 

Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-
4:00 p.m.

Sunday School Teach-
ers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.

Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednes-
day evening: 7:00 p.m.

Children Youth Min-
istry Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY, 
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

What is your Promised Land?

McCabe UMC

God brought the children of Israel out of
Egyptian bondage through the wilderness
and into their Promised Land. The Promised
Land was also known as the land flowing with
milk and honey (Exodus 3:17).  Milk and
honey was not literal but it represented the
infinite possibilities of the land. The fertility
of the land would be like milk and the sweet-
ness of the land would be like honey. Let us
open our hearts and minds to divine unlim-
ited ideas.

God led the Hebrew people into their
Promised Land.  During the day, they fol-
lowed the pillar of cloud and at night they fol-
lowed the pillar of fire (Exodus 13-21-22).
God’s leadership was not dependent on the
temporal conditions of day or night. The pillar

of cloud represents the spiritual understand-
ing and bright clarity that we have during the
daylight. The pillar of fire represents the Holy
Spirit that leads us in the night season burn-
ing up any thought, word or behavior that
stands between us and our Promised Land.  If
we follow the direction of the Holy Spirit be-
yond any external condition, we too will be
led right into our Promised Land. 

Today, our Promised Land is not a physi-
cal place but it is a place in consciousness of
health, prosperity and harmony in all relation-
ships. God is a Promise Keeper. All the prom-
ises of God in Christ are yes and amen (2
Corinthians 1:20). What has God promised
you? 

McCabe United Methodist
church invites the community to cel-
ebrate its 111th anniversary on Sun-
day, Dec. 11th at the church, located
at 2800 26th Ave. South, St. Peters-
burg.

The special guest speaker will be
Rev. Dr. Candace Lewis, Gulf Central District Superintendent of the United
Methodist Church.

There will be two services – one at 11 a.m and one at 2 p.m. The after-
noon service will feature liturgical dance and musical performances by
area youth. 

For more information, call 727-867-5287 or visit mccabeumchurch.org.

Your church ad

could be here

contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

INVITATION SUN-
DAY AT THE SHIP -  Need
a place to call home, we're
not perfect, all of us have
sinned and fallen short, you
can come here just as     you
are, seeking a Word from
the Lord, great Teaching
and Preaching is what you
desire, well, look no fur-
ther...The Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church,
which  is often referred to
as “THE SHIP”, will hold
their regular Worship Sun-
day Services at 7:45 am,
10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at  9:30 am

December at the Ship  
Dec. 9 at 7 pm – The An-

nual Church Conference
The Ministries Christ-

mas Break is scheduled
from December 12-30, 2016
- Sunday Worship will be as
usual 7:45 am and 10:45 am.
Please plan to invite your
family and friends to wor-
ship.

December 14, 2016 @
7:00 pm –“WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE”

The Tribe of Asher (No-
vember) and Tribe of
Naphtali  (December) ARE
in charge of the Family

Love Fellowship Dinner,
SEE YOUR CAPTAINS
ASAP PLEASE.  Pastor is
asking the Adult Mass
Choir, Male Chorus,
Nurses Guild and the Third
Sunday Ushers to serve.
This is the Last Wednesday
Night Live for 2016, all
members, family and
friends as well as the Com-
munity are asked to be a
part of the Spiritual Wor-
ship Service, Communion
will be Served.

“EMMANUEL – GOD
IS WITH US”

CHRISTMAS SUN-
DAY, DEC. 25, 2016

Church School will
began at 9:15 am and 

Worship Service will
began at 10:00 am 

The Annual Watch
Night Service will be held
on Saturday, December 31,
2016 at 9:45 p.m. Pastor is
asking for The Layman
Ministry and all men who
can volunteer as parking at-
tendants to please prepare
to serve.  In addition Pastor
is asking for the Adult Mass
Choir and Male Chorus to
serve. The Nurses Ministry
and all Adult Usher Min-

istries to serve.  Dr. Joseph
Gordon and our own Pastor
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., will
be our proclaimers. Please
bring your family and
friends to close out the year
2016 with a great praise cel-
ebration. “To God Be the
Glory.”

Something to know...
GOD is still in CONTROL!

“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For addi-
tional information on any of
the announcements, please
contact us  by the following
methods: Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St.
Petersburg, Florida  33712
Church Office:  (727) 906-
8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net

NOW “LIVE STREAM-
ING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website: www.experi-
cencethecoast.com

NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH?  Call our Trans-
portation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY –
FRI. FROM 9 AM - 3 PM. 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Prostate cancer impacts a high percentage of African-American males
BY DR. SEAN 
CAVANAUGH

There is a relatively
quiet health crisis in
America that has flown
below the national radar
for decades and it dispro-
portionately affects
African-American men
more than any other
group. Statistics from the
Prostate Cancer Founda-
tion clearly reveal a dis-
parity.

• Prostate cancer
strikes one-in-seven men.

• African-American
men are 60-percent more
likely to be afflicted.

• African-American
men are 2.4-times more
likely to die as a result of
prostate cancer than men
of other ethnicities.

• Prostate cancer in
African-American men is
more prevalent than any
other ethnicity in the na-
tion.

Although the reason
for the great disparity has
not been positively identi-
fied, it is widely believed
that a combination of ge-
netics, lifestyles, nutri-
tional habits and the
quality and frequency of
medical care all play a
role.

A key message for
men of all ethnicities
is:  Prostate cancer
screenings help save

lives. It is a simple test,
routinely performed dur-
ing an annual physical
exam whereby a doctor
assesses the prostate for
enlargement or abnormal-
ities and checks the blood
in what is known as a
Prostate Specific Antigen
(PSA) test. PSA is a pro-
tein secreted only by the
prostate and is easily
measured in the blood of
all men.

If the level of PSA falls
outside a specific range
considered normal, addi-
tional testing may be re-
quired to determine if the
individual has prostate
cancer. The PSA test is ef-
fective in detecting cancer
prior to the onset of any
symptoms, and that is
where such tests can be
true lifesavers.

Remember:
• The best time to

check for, and treat,
prostate cancer is when
there are no symptoms.

• Prostate cancer is
most beatable when de-
tected early. 

• If you have symp-
toms that may include, but
are not limited to: painful
urination, blood in the
urine, or persistent pain or
stiffness in the lower back,
hips or upper thighs, it is
absolutely essential to be
evaluated by a doctor as
soon as possible.

For many years, when
prostate cancer was de-
tected, a biopsy was the
primary evaluation and
monitoring tool. The
problem is, there are in-
herent shortcomings in
biopsies. Tissue samples
from one area of the
prostate might not reveal
the level of cancer in an-
other.

Fortunately, advances
in three dimensional im-
aging, known as Multi-
parametric MRI, gives
doctors a new tool that al-
lows them to monitor the
entire prostate in three di-
mensions and helps guide
decisions on treatment
options.

Sometimes surgery
may be required to re-
move the prostate and
surrounding lymph
nodes, other times radia-
tion and brachytherapy
(implanting of tiny ra-
dioactive “seeds” directly
into the tissue) are effec-
tive.

In some men, certain
hormone therapies have
proven effective in shrink-
ing prostate tumors, but
such treatments have
proven problematic for
others. The death rate for
African-Americans who
have undergone hormone
therapy in treatment of
prostate cancer is much
higher than men of other

ethnicities.
Multi-parametric MRI

on the other hand has
proven to be effective in
all groups as it often pro-
vides latitude for doctors
and patients to proceed
with “active surveillance,”
a non-invasive monitoring
option. Multi-parametric
imaging allows doctors to
keep a close eye on the
situation and can reduce
or eliminate the need for
surgery.

Advances are being
made with ultrasound
therapy, but it’s not in
widespread use as doc-
tors are evaluating and de-
termining if it is viable for

patients.
The combination of

treatment options avail-
able today portends a
good long-term prognosis
for men with early stage
prostate cancer. While is it
not accurate or even pru-
dent to pronounce a pa-
tient “cured” or “cancer
free” after treatment, fol-
low up exams will show if
there is no evidence of
disease.

According to the
American Cancer Society,
with early detection and
treatment of prostate can-
cer, the five-year relative
survival rate is almost per-
cent, the 10-year survival

rate is 98 percent and the
15-year rate is 95 percent.

For all men over 40
and African Americans in
particular, have your doc-
tor perform an annual
screening as part of your
routine physical. Detect-
ing and treating prostate
cancer in the early stages
could save your life.

Sean Cavanaugh, MD,
is chief of radiation oncol-
ogy and medical director of
the Prostate Center at Can-
cer Treatment Centers of
America at Southeastern
Regional Medical Center
in the metropolitan At-
lanta community of New-
nan, Ga.
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