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(57) ABSTRACT

In accordance with the present invention, a system and
method that exploits the efficiency of the spectrum utilization
is provided. The proposed technique, which is referred to as
dispersed spectrum utilization, is based on the idea of trans-
mitting the information over multiple dispersed bands in con-
trast to the current wireless communication systems which
transmit the signal over a single band. A cognitive radio
transceiver is developed for the implementation of this dis-
persed spectrum utilization technique.
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1
COGNITIVE RADIO TRANSCEIVER FOR
DISPERSED SPECTRUM UTILIZATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to currently pending U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/123,810, filed Apr. 11,
2008.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Spectrum is one of the most costly, on-demand and impor-
tant resources for wireless communication systems. Cogni-
tive radio has the capability to exploit the utilization of the
spectrum by using the available empty spectrum holes tem-
porarily, in an opportunistic manner. The available spectrum
can be in the form of a single band (i.e. whole spectrum) or
multiple dispersed bands (i.e. dispersed spectrum). Cognitive
radio systems currently known in the art utilize the spectrum,
for a single user, employing whole spectrum techniques.

In the whole spectrum utilization approach for cognitive
radio, the transmit signal occupies a single band as illustrated
with reference to FIG. 1. For the whole spectrum utilization
system, the baseband signal is processed over a single branch.
The baseband transmit signal with absolute bandwidth in the
whole spectrum utilization method occupies a whole band. As
illustrated with reference to FIG. 2, the baseband signal s(t) is
upconverted to the desired carrier frequency, f., amplified,
filtered and then transmitted over the channel. At the receiver
side, the received signal is filtered out using a bandpass filter
(BPF) with bandwidth of B, ,, and downconverted to the base-
band.

In prior art systems, the received signal is considered as an
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) signal
with zero coefficients at the sub-carriers corresponding to the
unused bands. Then, the signal can be processed as in a
conventional OFDM receiver. However, the available spec-
trum can be very dispersed in some cases, which requires
processing of very large bandwidths if the signal is consid-
ered as a single OFDM signal.

Accordingly, what is needed in the art is an improved
cognitive transceiver and method of use that does not require
the processing of large bandwidths. Such a cognitive trans-
ceiver would result in a more efficient communication sys-
tem.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, a system and
method are provided that allow for an alternative way of
utilizing the spectrum and exploiting the efficiency of the
spectrum utilization. The technique in accordance with the
present invention is referred to as “dispersed spectrum utili-
zation technique”.

In accordance with the present invention, a method for
dispersed wireless spectrum utilization in a cognitive radio
transceiver is provided, including the steps of: selecting a
plurality of dispersed bands in a wireless spectrum over
which to transmit a baseband signal, each of the plurality of
dispersed bands having an associated carrier frequency;
upconverting the baseband signal to the carrier frequency
associated with each of the plurality of dispersed bands;
amplifying each of the upconverted baseband signals; filter-
ing each of the amplified, upconverted baseband signals;
combining the filtered, amplified, upconverted baseband sig-
nals; transmitting the combined signal over a single wideband
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antenna; receiving the combined signal from the single wide-
band antenna; splitting the received signal into a plurality of
baseband receive signals, each baseband receive signal asso-
ciated with one of each of the plurality of selected available
dispersed bands; filtering each of the plurality of receive
signals; amplifying each of the plurality of filtered receive
signals; downconverting each of the plurality of amplified,
filtered receive signals; combining the downconverted,
amplified, filtered receive signals to recover the transmitted
baseband signal.

The plurality of dispersed bands used in the present inven-
tion may be adjacent to, or non-adjacent to, each other.

In an additional embodiment of the present invention, a
cognitive radio transceiver for dispersed wireless spectrum
utilization is provided, including: a transmitter comprising a
plurality of branches, each of the plurality of branches asso-
ciated with one of each of a plurality of available dispersed
bands in a dispersed wireless spectrum, each of the plurality
of branches comprising; an upconverter for upconverting a
received baseband signal to the carrier frequency associated
with the branch; a transmitter amplifier for amplifying the
upconverted baseband signal; and a transmitter bandpass fil-
ter for filtering the amplified, upconverted baseband signal; a
transmitter combiner for combining each of the filtered,
amplified, upconverted baseband signals from each of the
plurality of branches into a combined signal; a transmitter for
transmitting the combined signal over a single wideband
antenna; a splitter for receiving the combined signal and for
splitting the combined signal into a plurality of baseband
receive signals, each of the plurality of baseband receive
signals associated with one of each of the plurality of avail-
able dispersed bands; a receiver for receiving the plurality of
baseband receive signals from the splitter, the receiver com-
prising a plurality of branches, each of the plurality of
branches associated with one of each of the plurality of avail-
able dispersed bands in the dispersed wireless spectrum, each
of the plurality of branches comprising; a receiver bandpass
filter for filtering the baseband receive signal; a receiver
amplifier for amplifying the filtered receive signal; and a
downconverter for downconverting the plurality of amplified,
filtered receive signal; a receiver combiner for combining the
downconverted, amplified, filtered receive signals from each
of the plurality of branches to recover the transmitted base-
band signal.

The present invention provides a cognitive radio trans-
ceiver for the implementation of a dispersed spectrum utili-
zation technique. Since the spectrum is one the most valuable
resource for wireless communication systems, the benefits
and applications of this invention are numerous. The present
invention can increase the revenue of spectrum regulation
agencies as well as the service providers. Furthermore, it can
improve the performance of all type of wireless communica-
tion systems including personal, commercial, military and
governmental systems.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of whole spectrum utiliza-
tion in a cognitive radio system as known in the prior art.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a cognitive radio transceiver
for whole spectrum utilization as known in the prior art.

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of dispersed spectrum uti-
lization in a cognitive radio system in accordance with the
present invention.
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FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a cognitive radio transceiver
for dispersed spectrum utilization in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 5is a graphical illustration of CRLB and performance
of ML time delay estimator for dispersed and whole spectrum
utilization methods in accordance with present invention.

FIG. 6 is a graphical illustration of the performance of ML,
based range accuracy adaptation in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is a graphical illustration of CRLB for dispersed vs.
whole spectrum utilization on a linear scale.

FIG. 8 is a graphical illustration of CRLB for dispersed vs.
whole spectrum utilization on a linear scale.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In the present invention, information is transmitted over
multiple available dispersed bands. As shown with reference
to FIG. 3, available dispersed bands are bands which are
available for transmission, but are not necessarily contiguous
within the wireless spectrum. FIG. 3 illustrates three dis-
persed bands, B, B, and B,, each having an associated car-
rier frequency fc,, fc,, fc,., respectively. As shown, the three
available dispersed bands are separated by unavailable bands.

In the dispersed spectrum utilization technique of the
present invention, information is transmitted over multiple
dispersed bands in contrast to the prior art wireless commu-
nication systems, which transmit the information over a
single band. The present invention provides for a cognitive
radio transceiver for the implementation of the dispersed
spectrum utilization technique.

Advanced and intelligent wireless communications and
positioning devices, systems and applications that exploits
the utilization of the spectrum efficiently can be developed
using this invention. For instance, intelligent wireless com-
munication devices can be developed. Such devices can inter-
act with the environment and the user to learn the character-
istics of the environment and the user’s behavior and then
adapt themselves accordingly. In addition, advanced loca-
tion-based services and positioning systems for the personal,
commercial, government, and military applications can be
developed using this invention.

The present invention provides a cognitive radio trans-
ceiver in which the baseband signal s(t) is transmitted over a
dispersed spectrum occupying K available bands. The block
diagram of cognitive radio transceiver 10 employing a dis-
persed spectrum utilization technique is illustrated with ref-
erence to FIG. 4. In the transmitter side 20, the transmit
baseband signal s(t) 15 at ith branch s,(t) is upconverted to the
corresponding carrier frequency f_, and then amplified and
filtered out. For example, the transmit signal s,(t) 25 at the
branch corresponding to bandwidth B, 30 in the dispersed
spectrum is upconverted by an upconverter 35 to frequency
f.,. The upconverted signal is amplified by a power amplifier
40 and then filtered using a bandpass filter BPF,; 45. This
process is repeated on the baseband signal 15 for each of the
K branches corresponding to each of the available dispersed
bands (B, B, . . . Bx). The RF signal resulting from each
branch is combined 50 and transmitted through a single
antenna 55 as shown in FIG. 4.

At the receiver side, the received signal is split 80 into K
branches and the signal in each band is processed by the
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corresponding branch. In other words, each branch filters,
amplifies, and downconverts the received signal to the base-
band. For example, at a first branch corresponding to band B,
30, the received signal is filtered using a bandpass filter BPF,
65 and then amplified using a low-noise amplifier 70. The
received signal is then downconverted to the baseband using
a downconverter 75. The baseband representation of receive
signal r(t) is given

r(H)=as(t—=t)+n (1),

M

where o and T are the path coefficient and delay, respectively,
and n(t) is independent white Gaussian noise with spectral
density of o°.

In order to compare the performance whole spectrum uti-
lization technique with the performance of dispersed spec-
trum utilization technique, it is assumed that the transmit
signal for both techniques experience the same channel.
Without loss of generality, a singlepath flat fading channel is
considered for the analysis. As a result, the transmit signals
for both techniques are assumed to be narrowband signals
(e.g. <1 MHz).

Inthe present invention, the baseband representation of the
received signal at ith branch r,(t) is given

r{=as{--v)=n0),

@

where n,(t) is independent white Gaussian noise with spectral
density of 0,2,

Let 6=[ta] represent the vector of unknown signal param-
eters. Assuming that the signals are observed over the interval
[0, T], the log-likelihood function for 6 can be expressed as,

i , ®
A®) =c) - ﬁjo‘ [r(r) — as(z — )" d1,

where ¢, represents a constant that is independent of 6. Then,
the maximum likelihood (ML) estimate for 6 can be obtained
from (3) as

b 1fT 2 B @
i = arg max g | [0 —as(t -0 di - 55

where

T
E= f [str =D dt
0

is the signal energy.

From (3), the Fisher information (FIM) can be obtained,
after some manipulation, as

[ Iy I } )
IGT Iaa
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where the elements of Fisher Information Matrix (FIM) are
given

I.=YE, ©
ok o
I = lor = _?a
®
loa = Fa

where y=a*/0®, £ and E are given

T
E:f [s'(t—= D dr, @
0

. T (10
E= f s t-1)st-1)dr.
0

where

T
E;zf [si( - O di
5 0

is the signal energy.
Using (13), the FIM can be obtained, after some manipu-
0 lation as

|: ITT ITG :| (15)
Iy = ,
IGT Iaa
15
where the elements of FIM are given by
L (16)
20 I = Z viE,
i=1
25 K, 17
of, an
Ira = Iar == -
a;

From the first row and column element of the inverse FIM, 30

i.e. [I57'], the CRLB for unbiased delay estimators can be
obtained as

an

If'the channel coefficients are known, the unknown param-
eter vector reduces to . Then the CRLB can be obtained from
(5) as

1 (12)
CRLBwy, = —
E

In an additional embodiment, similar to the previous case,
let 6=[ta] represent the vector of unknown signal parameters
and [0, T] be the observation interval. The log-likelihood
function for 6 can be written as,

a3

/\(0):02—2

i

o1 7 . )
> ZT';ZJO‘ [rigy — e si(e = 0] dit,
where c, represents a constant that is independent of 0. In
what follows, ML estimate for 6 can be obtained from (13) as

Ele]? e

207 °

A K1 ogr ZK
Opr = argmgaxz pj(; airi(Dsi(t— ) dr —
=1 i

i=1

(18)

K
E
Iaa = ; p"’
35 N .
where v,=a,*/0,%, E, and E, are defined as
. T (19
L L — 2
40 E; = j(; [si(t— D))" dr,
N T (20
45 E; :f si(t—Ds;(t— ) dr.
0

From the first row and column element of the inverse FIM
in (16), i.e. [I,7*], the CRLB for unbiased time delay estima-
50 tors can be obtained as

1 [5))
CRLByis = .

wilE: —E;Z/Ei)

R

55

Similar to the previous case, if the channel coefficient is
known, the unknown parameter vector reduces to . Then, the
60 CRLB can be obtained as

1 22)

CRLB g =

Ingle
=
L i

65
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7
where d, is the real data (since a data-aided time delay esti-
mation scenario is considered, the data symbols are assumed
to be known) for the 1th symbol, and p(t) represents a pulse
with duration T,, i.e., p(t)=0 for te[0, T,]. For simplicity of
expressions, it is assumed that the observation interval T can
be expressed as

T=NT, 23)

Similarly, let the baseband signal s,(t) consist of'a sequence
of modulated pulses as follows:

24
5= Y dupile-IT), ey
{

fori=1,..., K, whered, /=d,is the real data for the Ith symbol
of signal i, and p,(t) represents a pulse with duration T, i.e.,
p (D=0 for te[0,T,]. Here, we assume that d, =d,, which
implies that d, data, as in case of whole band, is transmitted
over each dispersed band. For simplicity of expressions, it is
also assumed that the observation interval T can be expressed
as T=N,T, for an integer N, for i=1, . . . , K.

In order to achieve the same performance, i.e. variance of
time delay estimation, in whole and dispersed spectrum uti-
lization systems for a given real data d,, the required condition
is derived using (12), (22), (23), (24), and given by

K 25)
SNRuB* =) SNRB,
i=1

where SNR, , and SNR, are the signal to noiseratio (SNR) for
whole band and ith dispersed band methods respectively, and
SNR,,,, is defined as

o’ NdPE, (26)

a2

SNR,j, =
with

E, =

sz(t)dt.

Similarly, SNR, is defined as

&N dlE, 27
)

SNR; =

i

with

E, =

sz(t)dt.

It can then be proven that,
E in (12) can be expressed as

E=47’Nd/E,B’, (28)
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where [} is the effective bandwidth of p(t), given by

@29

1
F=o [ rmrar
P J—co

with P(f) denoting the Fourier transform of p(t). Furthermore,
assuming that the spectral density of p(t) is constant over the
B, then the relationship between the effective bandwidth
and B can be obtained from (29) as

(B0

By substituting (30) into (28), and after some manipula-
tion, (28) takes the following form,

1 31
72 ’
5 SNR,B!

CRLB,, =

Similarly, £, in (22) can be written in the following form

E~4°Nd?E, B2, 32
2y

where f3; is the effective bandwidth of p,(t), given by

33

Bi=—| FIPIIEAS,

1
Ep

i J—co

with P,(f) denoting the Fourier transform of p,(t). Similar to
the previous case, it is assumed that the spectral density of
p,(t) is constant over the B,, then the relationship between the
effective bandwidth of 3, and B, can be obtained from (33) as

B? (34

2 -
=1

By substituting (34) into (32), and after some manipula-
tion, (32) takes for the following form,

1 (35
CRLBs, =

= > SNR;B?
35

Obtaining the same performance from both whole and
dispersed spectrum utilization techniques requires the CRLB
of both methods to be equal, i.e. CRLB,,,=CRLB ;. There-
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fore, by equating (31) and (35) and after some manipulation,
the condition that is stated in the proposition is obtained as

1 1 (36)

72 TRk ’
—SNR,,B* =3 SNR;B?
3 35

K 37
SN R, B = Z SNR;B?
i=1

It is observed that by selecting the appropriate SNR levels
and absolute bandwidths for both techniques based on (36),
the same CRLB can be achieved, theoretically. However, this
may not be the case for the practical case, which is investi-
gated in the following section through computer simulations.
Some representative applications of (36) are given as follows.
This equation is useful for the selection of the K, SNR,, B,
parameters in dispersed spectrum utilization techniques that
can provide the same performance as whole spectrum utili-
zation techniques with SNR and B parameters. It also can be
useful to quantify the equivalent K number of dispersed band-
width (B,) as a whole bandwidth (B) for given SNR, and SNR,
respectively. Finally, (36) is useful for the optimization
mechanism in range accuracy adaptation which is a feature of
CPSs (cognitive positioning systems). In the range accuracy
adaptation method, the objective is to achieve given range
accuracy requirements. During the optimization of spectrum
parameters, range accuracy adaptation algorithm can select
the optimal spectrum parameters (e.g. absolute bandwidth,
SNR) using (36).

FIG. 5 through FIG. 8 illustrate the simulation results in
accordance with the present invention. FIG. 5 is a graphical
illustration of CRLB and performance of ML time delay
estimator for dispersed and whole spectrum utilization meth-
ods in accordance with present invention. FIG. 6 is a graphical
illustration of the performance of ML based range accuracy
adaptation in accordance with the present invention. FIG. 7 is
a graphical illustration of CRLB for dispersed vs. whole
spectrum utilization on a linear scale. FIG. 8 is a graphical
illustration of CRLB for dispersed vs. whole spectrum utili-
zation on a linear scale.

Combining signals received over dispersed bands at the
receiver side is a crucial process and it affects the perfor-
mance of dispersed spectrum utilization systems. The signals
at each branch can be combined using different criterion. In a
particular embodiment, maximum ratio combining (MRC) is
used to combine the received signals at the receiver

It will be seen that the advantages set forth above, and those
made apparent from the foregoing description, are efficiently
attained and since certain changes may be made in the above
construction without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion, it is intended that all matters contained in the foregoing
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of the
invention herein described, and all statements of the scope of
the invention which, as a matter of language, might be said to
fall therebetween. Now that the invention has been described,
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What is claimed is:

1. A cognitive radio transceiver for dispersed wireless
spectrum utilization, the transceiver comprising:

atransmitter comprising a plurality of branches, each of the
plurality of branches associated with one of each of a
plurality of available dispersed bands in a dispersed
wireless spectrum, each of the plurality of branches
comprising;
an upconverter for upconverting a received baseband
signal to the carrier frequency associated with the
branch;

a transmitter amplifier for amplifying the upconverted
baseband signal; and

a transmitter bandpass filter for filtering the amplified,
upconverted baseband signal;

a transmitter combiner for combining each of the filtered,
amplified, upconverted baseband signals from each of
the plurality of branches into a combined signal;

a transmitter for transmitting the combined signal over a
single wideband antenna;

a splitter for receiving the combined signal and for splitting
the combined signal into a plurality of baseband receive
signals, each of the plurality of baseband receive signals
associated with one of each of the plurality of available
dispersed bands;

a receiver for receiving the plurality of baseband receive
signals from the splitter, the receiver comprising a plu-
rality of branches, each of the plurality of branches
associated with one of each of the plurality of available
dispersed bands in the dispersed wireless spectrum, each
of the plurality of branches comprising;

a receiver bandpass filter for filtering the baseband
receive signal;

a receiver amplifier for amplifying the filtered receive
signal; and

a downconverter for downconverting the plurality of
amplified, filtered receive signal;

a receiver combiner for combining the downconverted,
amplified, filtered receive signals from each of the plu-
rality of branches to recover the transmitted baseband
signal.

2. The transceiver of claim 1, wherein the plurality of

dispersed bands in the wireless spectrum are adjacent to each
other.

3. The transceiver of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
dispersed bands in the wireless spectrum are non-adjacent to
each other.

4. The transceiver of claim 1, wherein the transmitter
amplifier is a tunable power amplifier.

5. The transceiver of claim 1, wherein the receiver ampli-
fier is a low noise amplifier.

6. The transceiver of claim 1, further comprising a maxi-
mum ration combiner to combine the downconverted, ampli-
fied, filtered received signals from each of the plurality of
branches to obtain the transmitted baseband signal using
maximum ratio combining technique.

7. The transceiver of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
branches is equal to K branches, each of the K branches
associated with one of each of the plurality of available dis-
persed bands in the dispersed wireless spectrum.
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8. The transceiver of claim 7, wherein the plurality of
dispersed bands (K) are selected to satisfy the condition:

K
SN R, B = Z SNR;B?
i=1

where SNR, , is the signal-to-noise ratio for the baseband
signal when the signal occupies a single band of the
spectrum and B is the corresponding bandwidth of the
single band; and

SNR,; is the signal-to-noise ratio for each of the plurality of

baseband signals when the signals occupy the plurality
of dispersed bands (K) and B is the corresponding band-
width of each of the plurality of dispersed bands.

9. The transceiver of claim 7, wherein the K branches are
selected from the plurality of available bands of the wireless
spectrum such that a predetermined range accuracy
(CRLB,,,) is achieved.

10. The transceiver of claim 9, wherein the predetermined
range accuracy (CRLB,,,,,) is given by:

1
2 K
— > SNR;B?
35

CRLByg, =

where, SNR, is the signal-to-noise ratio for each of the
plurality of baseband signals when the signals occupy
the plurality of dispersed bands (K) and B is the corre-
sponding bandwidth of each of the plurality of dispersed
bands.

11. A method for dispersed wireless spectrum utilization in

a cognitive radio transceiver, the method comprising:

selecting a plurality of dispersed bands in a wireless spec-
trum over which to transmit a baseband signal, each of
the plurality of dispersed bands having an associated
carrier frequency;

upconverting the baseband signal to the carrier frequency
associated with each of the plurality of dispersed bands;

amplifying each of the upconverted baseband signals;

filtering each of the amplified, upconverted baseband sig-
nals;

combining the filtered, amplified, upconverted baseband
signals;

transmitting the combined signal over a single wideband
antenna,

receiving the combined signal from the single wideband
antenna,

splitting the received signal into a plurality of baseband
receive signals, each baseband receive signal associated
with one of each of the plurality of selected available
dispersed bands;

filtering each of the plurality of receive signals;

amplifying each of the plurality of filtered receive signals;

downconverting each of the plurality of amplified, filtered
receive signals;
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combining the downconverted, amplified, filtered receive

signals to recover the transmitted baseband signal.
12. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of dis-
persed bands in the wireless spectrum are adjacent to each
other.
13. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of dis-
persed bands in the wireless spectrum are not adjacent to each
other.
14. The method of claim 1, wherein combining the down-
converted, amplified, filtered received signals from each of
the plurality of branches to obtain the transmitted baseband
signal comprises combining the received signals using maxi-
mum ratio combining.
15. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting a plurality of
dispersed bands in a wireless spectrum over which to transmit
a baseband signal further comprises:
identifying a plurality of available dispersed bands from a
plurality of bands in the wireless spectrum; and

selecting the plurality of dispersed bands (K) over which to
transmit a baseband signal from the available dispersed
bands such that a predetermined range accuracy (CRL-
B ) 18 achieved.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the predetermined
range accuracy (CRLB,,,,) is given by:

1
2 K

F(s
— > SNR;B?
35

CRLBy;s, =

where, SNR, is the signal-to-noise ratio for each of the
plurality of baseband signals when the signals occupy
the plurality of dispersed bands (K) and B is the corre-
sponding bandwidth of each of the plurality of dispersed
bands.

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

selecting a signal-to-noise (SNR) for each of the plurality
of dispersed bands; and

selecting an absolute bandwidth for each of the plurality of
dispersed bands.

18. The method of claim 15, wherein the plurality of dis-

persed bands (K) are selected to satisfy the condition:

K
SN R, B = Z SNR;B?
i=1

where SNR, ,, is the signal-to-noise ratio for the baseband
signal when the signal occupies a single band of the
spectrum and B is the corresponding bandwidth of the
single band; and

SNR, is the signal-to-noise ratio for each of the plurality of
baseband signals when the signals occupy the plurality
of dispersed bands (K) and B is the corresponding band-
width of each of the plurality of dispersed bands.

#* #* #* #* #*
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