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57 ABSTRACT

Disclosed are chemically active surfaces for the detection of
nitroaromatic, nitramine, and nitrate ester compounds, the
primary constituents of explosive devices. Transparent con-
ductive composites (TCCs) combine with gold nanoparticles
in a conducting polymer matrix to create a conductive, flex-
ible, and electrochromic material. Hybrid, nanostructured
surfaces constructed from TCCs are decorated with conju-
gated conductive oligomer wires. Selective binding of the
target to the oligomer alters the electron charge mobility in
the TCC, affecting the redox state. The binding event is iden-
tified by measuring the conductivity of the TCC and/or
through color changes of the TCC. Conjugated oligomers that
are functionalized with thiol groups at one end and nitro-
derivative receptors at the other provide the bases for selec-
tivity and sensing. The thiol group anchors the oligomer to the
metal sites on the TCC surface and the receptor starts the
charge transfer mechanism when targeted with the appropri-
ate molecule.

11 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
TRANSPARENT CONDUCTING
COMPOSITES (TTCS) FOR CREATING
CHEMICALLY ACTIVE SURFACES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Non-Provisional Application of co-
pending U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/154,809 filed
Feb. 24, 2009; which is incorporated herein by reference.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

This invention was made with government support under
CBET0808053 awarded by the National Science Foundation.
The government has certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The molecules from IEDs (e.g. nitroaromatic, nitramine,
and nitrate ester compounds) easily blend with other contami-
nants in the ambient, decompose rapidly producing various
ionized species, and have relatively low vapor pressures com-
pared to other compounds. Consequently, IED compounds
(nitroamine, nitroaromatic, and nitrate ester compounds) are
hard to detect with precision. Most of the platforms to detect
explosive compounds successfully are gas chromatography
(GC), ion mobility spectrometry (IMS), and mass spectrom-
etry (MS) within the most frequently used analytical meth-
ods. However, the integration of such analytical techniques in
the processing of thin film technologies for detecting IED
compounds is still under development.

The “electronic nose” concept has also been widely used to
investigate new technologies for sensing organic compounds.
Most of those technologies have been developed to induce
both flexibility and conductivity, and even though there have
been important breakthroughs in the field of conducting/flex-
ible films, many challenges such as film transparency and
high sensitivity and selectivity are still to be overcome.

New strategies are needed to develop composites that com-
bine conductive components that are embedded in translucid
matrices. The challenges are to use the lowest amount of
metallic filler without compromising conductivity and
develop processing techniques that render adaptability and
lower production costs. Despite the tremendous market
potential for such films, we lack the fundamental understand-
ing as to how to combine and process such materials to
optimize desirable properties, such as flexibility, robustness,
and transparency as well as specificity and rate of detection.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The invention addresses, inter alia, the need to engineer
active surfaces for the detection of nitroaromatic, nitramine,
and nitrate ester compounds, which are the primary constitu-
ents of explosive devices. Therefore the invention includes, in
an illustrative embodiment, TCCs combine with gold nano-
particles in a conducting polymer matrix to create a hybrid
material that is conductive, flexible, and electrochromic.
Hybrid, nanostructured surfaces constructed from transpar-
ent conductive composites (TCCs) are decorated with conju-
gated conductive oligomer wires. Selective binding of the
target to the oligomer alters the electron charge mobility in
the TCC, which in turn affects the redox state of the TCC. The
binding event, therefore, can be effectively identified by mea-
suring the conductivity of the TCC and/or through color
changes of the TCC. For instance, the TCC can switch from
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opaque to dark green depending on its redox state. Conju-
gated oligomers that are functionalized with thiol groups at
one end and nitro-derivative receptors at the other provide the
bases for selectivity and sensing. The thiol group anchors the
oligomer to the metal sites on the TCC surface and the recep-
tor starts the charge transfer mechanism when targeted with
the appropriate molecule.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1: Schematic of hybrid materials architecture.

FIG. 2: Schematic representation of a simple 3BSys array.
The region in gray will contain a generic functional group
providing a background signal (Bg F1). A combination of
patterns with two other functional groups, Bg F1 F2 F3F2 and
F3, will provide significantly different signals.

FIG. 3: Structure of BEDO-TTF.

FIG. 4: Selective cleavage methodology.

FIG. 5: Conductivity measurements comparison between
common conducting materials and BEDO/PC/12 films pre-
pared at different conditions.

FIG. 6: TEM images of gold particles deposited by A) IBF,
B) Micropipette.

FIG. 7: Schematic representation of the TCC/Au/CCO
assembly and IED compound recognition.

FIG. 8: (left) Schematic of the SFA, showing the param-
eters that can be directly measured and the surface profiles
that can be monitored by MBI. For ‘nonadhering’ surfaces the
adhesion force is zero, Fad=0, and the shape of the flattened
surfaces under a given load F is given by the ‘Hertz theory’
(center). For ‘adhering’ surfaces Fad is finite, and the shape of
flattened surfaces is given by the ‘Johnson-Kendall-Roberts’
(JKR) theory (right).

FIGS. 9A and 9B: FIG. 9A is a diagram for the design of an
IR-SFA device according to one embodiment of the inven-
tion. FIG. 9B is a detail of element A of FIG. 9A showing the
decreasing evanescent field and reflected IR radiation from
the IR source.

FIG. 10: ATR-FTIR spectra collected for bare PC, dye
doped PC (BEDO-TTF/PC), and 12 modified films. Images of
the film structures where taken with an optical microscope.

FIG. 11: AFM phase scans of confined organic films after
shearing a) in vertical direction at V=5.6 um/s before freezing
in LN2, b) in the vertical direction at V=55.6 um/s before
freezing in [LN2 and ¢) in the horizontal direction at the same
conditions as b. d) AFM micrograph of confined but
unsheared film. Higher shearing velocity generated thinner
and longer linear bundles of the material.

FIG. 12: Shear alignment. Order can be created by shear-
ing. Additional alignment can be induced by having mono-
layers or surface chemical groups which can alter the surface
alignment of films.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The invention includes, in a general embodiment, chemi-
cally active surface arrays that can be used, inter alia, to detect
the primary constituents of improvised explosive devices
(IEDs). The chemically active surfaces are, in a preferred
embodiment, comprised of conducting thin films that are both
flexible and translucent. Complex materials that exhibit con-
ductivity, flexibility and transparency are preferred for pro-
cessing the thin films which are capable of “smart responses”
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(i.e., surfaces that recognize external stimuli and react by
changing their electronic, chemical, mechanical and/or opti-
cal properties).

In an illustrative embodiment of a device incorporating the
novel transparent conductive composites (TCCs), the main
compounds of IEDs (e.g. nitroamine, nitroaromatic, and
nitrate ester compounds) are detected by arrays of function-
alized conjugated conductive oligomer (CCO) wires attached
to nanostructured surfaces from the TCCS (FIG. 1). When a
nitrate compound specifically binds a CCO, a change in the
surface charge alters the redox state of the TCC. As the
surface of the TCC is electrochromic, the change inredox
state also changes the reflecting visible color of the sensing
surface making the films optically responsive. The electro-
chromic nature of the TCC is created by the combination of
translucent and conductive materials. Generally speaking;
however, conductive materials such as metals and conductive
polymers are not transparent. Therefore, in a preferred
embodiment, the invention combines conductive components
that are embedded in translucent matrices.

The illustrative embodiment includes a simple but efficient
array of active surfaces constructed via microelectronic pro-
cessing, which avoids false negative or positive signals. This
embodiment uses a 3-body system (3BSys) (see FIG. 2) using
different functional groups attached to the CCOs. The expo-
sure of one of the surface active bodies containing a generic
functional group (i.e., a group that will bind any amine group
with a high reaction constant) will provide a background
signal. A simple pattern differentiation between two other
functional groups of the array results in different resistivity
and translucent signals depending on the surface reaction,
which in turn determines that an IED compound has unam-
biguously been recognized. Although this example, discussed
in detail below, uses a simple array, more complicated arrays
of sensors have been explored by other groups and could be
incorporated for use with the invention by one of ordinary
skill in the art. Therefore, more complicated arrays are con-
templated for use with the current invention.

The inventive chemically active surfaces are constructed
by combining conductive, dye-doped polymeric matrices
with inorganic particles via diffusely connected metal active
points, resulting in a translucent network of molecular wires
having electrical and optical characteristics similar to ITO.
The chemically active surfaces, however, have better chemi-
cal resistance, flexibility, and mechanical properties (FIG. 1).
TCC Design

The TCCs are designed to monitor changes in resistivity
similar to sensors used in applications such as electronic
noses. The basic sensor design consists of surface conductive
polymer complexes, coated with gold nanoparticles (5 to 50
nm). Organic molecules that complex with IED compounds
such as nitroaromatics are attached to the gold particles via
appended —SH groups that self-assemble on gold. The pres-
ence of nitroaromatics is detected via changes in resistivity
that occur upon association with the organic molecules
appended to the gold.

Conductive polymer complexes of the illustrative embodi-
ment are prepared by doping optical polymers (e.g. bisphenol
A polycarbonate (PC), poly(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA)
or polystyrene (PS)) with bis(ethylenedioxy)-tetrathiaful-
valene (BEDO-TTF) (see FIG. 3). BEDO-TTF is known to
form conductive complexes with a variety of organic accep-
tors and various anions. About 100 charge transfer complexes
have been synthesized using BEDO-TTF as a donor molecule
but only 64 species have shown metallic characteristics. Key
studies have been conducted on BEDT-TTF charge transfer
complexes. Previous work has shown that BEDO-TTF is a

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

candidate for the preparation of crystalline organic metals,
superconductors and metal-like composites BEDOTTF
appears as tiny, orange crystals with sub millimeter dimen-
sions and exists as an important organic st-donor. Its tendency
to self-aggregate results in the formation of structurally and
electronically two-dimensional organic layers. Surface con-
ductive films are produced when the dyed polymer is exposed
to iodine or bromine via a two step reticulate doping method
described below.

CCO Biding

Another aspect of the invention includes the use of conju-
gated conductive oligomers (CCOs). Specific targets include
surface-selective molecules that bind to metal surfaces creat-
ing assemblies of molecular sensors with optimized surface
selectivity. For example, Bazan et al. has pioneered the syn-
thesis of water-soluble, light harvesting conjugated polymers
and their use in the optical amplification of fluorescent bio-
sensors, both in solution and in the solid state. With the advent
of conducting organic materials, new challenges have arisen
that must be overcome to enable full use of the potential
applications and benefits offered by these materials. To make
good contact between metal electrodes and conducting mol-
ecules, one must covalently bind the conjugated molecules to
the surface or use a suitable self-assembled monolayer
(SAM) that improves adhesion. This problem is addressed by
taking advantage of novel synthetic methods for preparing
CCOs with thiol groups in conjugation with the delocalized &t
framework for modification of gold electrodes. Changes in
the surface properties can be detected, inter alia via surface
forces based techniques.

The recently reported selective cleavage of arylmethyl
thioethers to S-acetyl groups developed from Bazan provides
a convenient protocol for the synthesis of optoelectronic mol-
ecules with gold-specific functionalities. Since the arylm-
ethyl thioether is tolerant of many chemical reaction condi-
tions, it is possible to elaborate molecular design to
incorporate fragments that modulate the barrier of injection
into the charge transporting conjugated polymer layer. Typi-
cal examples of the molecules already prepared by this
method are shown in FIG. 4.

Referring now to FIG. 4; compounds pCp and DSB were
recently used to examine the tunneling current across a single
monolayer and to probe for the first time the effect of through-
space delocalized states. Compounds TTT and ODZ were
shown to decrease substantially the operating voltages of
FETs and LEDs by providing a monolayer-functionalized
gold electrode (FIG. 5). Comparison of TTT and ODZ yields
information about how the dipole at the surface influences
charge injection. We will maintain constant communication
with Dr. Gui Bazan at UCSB who will assist us in the syn-
thesis of the CCOs.

Film Assembly—Two Step Reticule Method

Previous work using PC and the two step reticule method
included a first step comprised of preparation of non-conduc-
tive PC films doped with 2% (w/w) BEDOTTF film. The dye
and polymer, 5% (w/w) were dissolved in methylene chloride
and poured into a mold with an optical surface. The solvent
was slowly evaporated via a pin-hole cover and the film
released from the mold. In the second step, the film was
exposed to a mixed vapor of iodine and methylene chloride.
The concentration of iodine and the exposure time were var-
ied to minimize resistivity. Data comparing common con-
ducting materials to BEDO/PC/lodine films are shown in
FIG. 5. The data in FIG. 5 shows that the film conductivity is
high if the concentration of 12 solutions is low. Consequently,
the films need to be exposed to 12 for longer periods of time.
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Here, the previous reticule method is modified. Modifica-
tions to the method include expansion to include bromine,
another halogen. In addition, a variety of different solvents
are used with the halogens, since the proper selection of
solvent and evaporation technique influence surface conduc-
tivity. Solvents are selected based on initial screening to
ensure solubility of the dye and polymer. The invention is the
first to develop and use the electric field enhanced crystalli-
zation of the dye-halogen complex. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the halogen solutions are delivered to the surface of the
film via an induction based fluidic device that flies fluids in an
electric field. It is also possible to alter the procedure and
expose the films to an electric field when they are simulta-
neously exposed to the halogen-solvent vapor.

Film Assembly—Gold Nanoparticle Layer

Gold nanoparticle (5 to 50 nm) are applied to the surface of
the film via spin coating creating an organic/inorganic hybrid
film. Water was used as the solvent to suspend the nanopar-
ticles. The nanoparticle solutions an be deposited on the film
surface via induction based fluidics. FIG. 6 shows a sample of
gold nanoparticle deposition on a film via IBF. A sample was
micropipetted on the surface for comparison. The IBF tech-
nique allows for controlled dispersion and the density of the
gold particles can be varied by altering the concentration.
Detection of IED Motifs Using CCOs

In organic/inorganic hybrids, the gate dielectric-organic
contact influences the current flow between source and drain
by perturbing the morphology, and therefore the bulk charge
mobility of the semi-conducting material. Most organic
charge transport materials do not wet polymeric/Au surfaces
due to a difference in polarity. Molecules therefore tend to
cluster into islands and do not form uniform thin films. The
invention overcomes the problems of the prior art by taking
advantage of novel synthetic methods for preparing oligo-
mers with thiol groups in conjugation with the delocalized
framework for modification of the polymer/Au/CCO inter-
face (FIG. 5). The reaction between Au nanoparticles and the
thiol end-terminal in the CCOs occurs with high affinity. This
binding event is robust and produces a homogenous layer
with high surface density (FIG. 7).

The detection portion is achieved with the advent of func-
tionalized CCO materials decorating the surface of the TCCs.
Several functional groups are known to attach IED com-
pounds with high selectivity. Two examples of such func-
tional groups are depicted in FIG. 7. Since nitroaromatics do
bind with electron rich a-conjugated systems, they dramati-
cally change the optoelectronic properties of the film under-
neath recording an unambiguous signal.

The subtle change in conductivity by each functional group
is recorded by the design simple arrays of TCCs by using
conventional microfabrication techniques and using a 3BSys
as depicted in FIG. 2. One of the advantage of having arrays
of three and controlled areas decorated with different func-
tional groups is that the presence of secondary high explo-
sives (i.e., INT, RDX, PETN) can be detected even though
the vapor pressure of some of these chemicals is relatively
low.

Detection of IED Using Hyphenated Surface Analysis Tech-
niques

Physical and chemical changes of the structures and inter-
faces at the nanoscale inherently affect the performance of the
overall material and its interface. The detection and monitor-
ing of such changes as well as order and process large and
sustainable TCCs assemblies simultaneously is possible if
different surface characterization techniques are used
together. Past research on measuring surface forces, (e.g., of
dielectrics, polymer coatings, Clays, and metal surfaces) and
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plasma assisted polymer grafting on dielectric films demon-
strated the strength of in situ real time Attenuated Total
Reflection Fourier Transform Infrared (ATR-FTIR) spectros-
copy and the Surface Forces Apparatus (SFA) technique.
These techniques offer an effective means of probing inter-
facial phenomena and intermolecular forces on thin films and
their surroundings, as well as in-situ processing by applying
pressure, rolling and shear.

Therefore, another aspect of the invention includes the
integration of the Surface Forces Apparatus (SFA) technique
with Infrared (IR) spectroscopy (IR-SFA) in order to investi-
gate static and dynamic surface interactions in a well-defined
contact geometry and to determine chemical state between
the surfaces and interfaces simultaneously. It has been noted
that simple materials in restricted geometries, such as pores or
cracks, exhibit extraordinary properties. Some of these prop-
erties include effective viscosity, the diffusion coefficient and
the melting point. This new technique is able to investigate
molecular confinement, provide by the crossed-cylinder con-
figuration encountered in the SFA experiments, related to
chemical bonding and reactions. This is a task that no other
currently existing technique can accomplish.

Surface Forces Apparatus (SFA): The SFA quantitatively
measures intermolecular forces, both attractive and repulsive,
between two layers supported on solid or soft substrates as a
function of distance or surface separation. The surfaces are
brought into contact or separated in a highly controlled fash-
ion by using micrometers and piezoelectric displacement
transducers. The forces are measured from the deflection ofa
spring supporting one of the surfaces using Hooke’s law
(FIGS. 9A and 9B).

An illustrative IR-SFA device is shown in FIG. 9A. Gen-
erally; IR-SFA device (shown generally as element 1)
includes white light source 10 for generating light path 12
which initially passes through collimating lense(s) 14. Light
path 12 is then diverted by mirror 16 toward bimorph slider
20. Bimorph slider 20 further includes piezoelectric strips 22,
cantilevering spring 24 and crossed silica discs 26. Light path
12 then passes through a series of thin (i.e. 55 nm) silver
layers 30 and curved mica sheets 32.

Light path 12 continues past silver layers 30 and curved
mica sheets 32 to friction detecting device 50. Friction detect-
ing device 50 further includes microscope objective 52, prism
54 and viewing port eyepiece 56. Prism 54 redirects light path
12 toward prism 60, which in turn redirects light path 12
through spectrometer slit 62 onto concave mirror 64. Concave
mirror 64 redirects light path 12 on diffraction grating 66,
which returns light path 12 to concave mirror 64. Light path
12 is redirected from concave mirror 64 a second time toward
mirror 68 which redirects light path 12 to video camera 70.

In addition to white light source 10, IR-SFA system 1 also
includes IR source 40. IR source 40 generates IR path 42
which is redirected by a series of IR reflective surfaces onto
silver layers 30 and mica sheets 32. IR path 42 is then redi-
rected by a second series of IR reflective surfaces and is
ultimately monitored by DTGS detector 42 and data acquisi-
tion device 44. Detail A is shown in FIG. 95 showing the
decreasing evanescent field and reflected IR radiation from
the IR source.

The SFA technique is conceptually similar to the AFM or
any other mechanical force-measuring technique that
employs a cantilever spring to measure forces, and a series of
springs and piezoelectric crystals to control surface separa-
tions. In addition, because the surfaces are macroscopic (local
radius R~1 cm and contact diameters 2r, 5-500 um) an optical
technique using multiple beam interference fringes (known
as Fringes of Equal Chromatic Order or FECO) can beused to
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accurately and unambiguously measure the absolute (rather
than relative) surface separation D to 1 A or better as well as
the mean refractive index n of the liquid or solid film (of
thickness D) between the surfaces. By recording the changing
FECO fringe pattern with time, any changes in these param-
eters can be visualized and monitored in real time at the A
level, thereby providing direct information on such phenom-
ena as metal oxide dissolution, membrane deformation, layer
fusion, friction behavior, changes in film thickness, refractive
index and shape. The SFA can measure very weak forces (nN)
with 1 A resolution and is capable of mapping out the full
interaction potential between the two surfaces, i.e., the force-
distance curves. The shearing and/or rolling between two
surfaces is done via friction sensing device 50 or ‘shearing
attachment’ employing bimorph slider 20.

Attenuated total reflection Fourier transform infrared
(ATR-FTIR) spectroscopy: ATR-FTIR spectroscopy has
been used as a surface diagnostic for the last three decades.
Here, each reflection on the optically denser IR transparent
substrates (i.e., BaF2) that mimic the cross-cylinder configu-
ration in the SFA adds to the IR absorbance, which results in
sub-monolayer detection sensitivity of surface adsorbates.

The Infrared-Surface Forces Apparatus (IR-SFA): The
modification of the SFA and the coupling of these instruments
is shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B. This new instrument, IR-SFA,
simultaneously uses three independent powerful surface
characterization techniques, the SFA, Fourier transform
infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy, and MBI. Thus, this research
facilitates the development of an ancillary, generic, and quan-
titative technique for identifying and classifying variations in
crystalline structures, functionalized polymeric films, con-
ducting layers, and their interactions.

The IR spectral resolution makes it possible to resolve
molecular stretches. Thus, structure determination and the
time resolution (~1 s) is compatible with kinetics taking place
as load or composition are varied. It is also possible calibrate
the movement of the upper surface device with respect to the
angle adjusting mirrors of the IR beam entering the SFA. The
penetration depth (dp=0.3A, for BaF2/air at 45°) of the IR
beam have been computed following the theory of Buffeteau
etal.

One could employ this technique to differentiate the adsor-
bates’ optical (using MBI), chemical, and mechanical
responses of the TCCs that have reacted with an IED com-
pound from those on the film that are intact. Studies with
ATR-FTIR on films exposed to different conditions of doping
12 (same films as shown in FIG. 5) show significant differ-
ences with respect to the spectra for bare PC and BEDO-TTF/
PC in the peaks specific to C-Halogen binding (not shown)
and in the peaks designated to para-substitution (FIG. 10).
The structure of' the films also changes significantly. The bare
PC and BEDOTTF/PC films are homogenous at this scale
(scale bar corresponds to 20 um), where as the films that have
been exposed to 12 show an intricate maze-like structure
(FIG. 10).

Optical Properties: UV/Visible Spectroscopy and Confocal
Microscopy

UV/Visible spectroscopy can be used to monitor the opti-
cal transparency and dye stability. It is well known that halo-
gen vapor treatment induced changes in the optical proper-
ties. The pink, dyed films become different colors ranging
from green to purple depending on the treatment. Optical
absorptions will be related to conductivity in an attempt to
optimize electrical properties. A laser scanning confocal
microscope can be used to record 3D images of the reticulate
processed films. This reveals the crystal morphology versus
depth. All of this can be used to identify structures that exhibit
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optimum conductivity and in addition to the MBI technique
included in the SFA measurements.

Electrical Properties: Surface Conductivity;
Analysis (DEA)

Background studies were conducted measuring resistivity
on the films via a four-point probe (FIG. 6). The probe con-
sisted of four linearly arranged and equally spaced electrodes,
which remain in contact with the sample. Current (1) is sup-
plied to the material through two outside probes using a
Keithley 6221. DC and AC current source, and voltage (V)
across the other two inside probes, was determined by Kei-
thley 6514 system electrometer. Resistivity of doped compos-
ite films was measured randomly at different locations on film
surfaces using the four point probe. Eight repeated measure-
ments were carried out and the average value of the measured
resistivities for each film was reported. Voltages were mea-
sured in volts and current in milliampere. Electrical conduc-
tivity, o, was obtained by simply inverting the corresponding
values of the resistivity. Table summarizes initial results:

Dielectric

TABLE 1

Surface resistivity and conductivity of iodine treated composite films

Exposure Surface
BEDO-TTF  Iodine conc. in time Resistivity Conductivity
(wt%)inPC  DCM (gL™Y)  (mins) KQO) (Scm™)
2 12 2 88.516  1.142E-05
2 8 4 45.549  2.288E-05
2 4.3 10 5.440  1.881E-04

Dielectric analysis can be used to monitor dye-polymer
interactions. Dielectric analysis can be performed, for
example, using a TA Instruments DEA 2970. Measurements
are recorded in 5° C. increments from -150 to 270° C. at
frequencies from 0.3 Hz to 100 KHz. In dielectric analysis
(DEA) the material is exposed to an alternating electric field
generated by an applied sinusoidal voltage. The applied elec-
tric field causes the alignment or induction of dipoles in the
material which results in polarization. Both the polymers and
the dye can possess permanent dipole moments. DEA mea-
sures two fundamental characteristics of the composite,
capacitance and conductance as a function of temperature and
frequency. The capacitive nature of the material is its ability to
store electrical charge while the conductive nature is the
materials ability to transfer electric charge. One feature of
DEA is that this spectroscopy allows for investigation of
molecular mobility, or relaxations of the material. The com-
plex permittivity, €*, of a system is defined:

er=e-ie”

Where €' is the real part of the complex relative permittiv-
ity (dielectric constant) and represents the amount of dipole
alignment both induced and permanent. €" is the dielectric
loss (loss factor) and represents the dipole loss factor plus
ionic conduction. At high temperatures the ionic conductivity
can be measured from:

” TAC

ion —

we,

Plots of conductivity versus frequency can be extrapolated
to zero to yield DC conductivity. The activation energy for
conductivity is calculated from the slope of plots of In (con-
ductivity) versus 1/T. The porphyrin dye (not conductive in
this case) decreased the activation energy for ionic conduc-
tivity by 13 kcal/mol as compared to the PMMA control.
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From this type of information a picture of the effect of dye and
matrix on molecular mobility emerges. The dye plasticizes
the polymer matrix and enhances ionic conduction.

For large-area of chemically active surfaces, integration of
mechanical, chemical, and electrical effects on device fabri-
cation becomes complex and requires proper control over the
entire process sequence. Synthetic methodologies must be
extended from the molecular level up to, and from the mac-
roscopic level down to, the nanoscale to aid in the develop-
ment of new integrated materials with enhanced physical
properties and functionality. The ordered arrays of conju-
gated polymeric and oligomeric materials, when well-
aligned, become excellent semi-conductors that can be used
in new types of optical and electronic sensors because align-
ment induces high charge mobility, chemical affinity and
optical control.

FIG. 11 shows four AFM phase images of confined hydro-
carbon (n-eicosane) films. The films were confined and pro-
cessed in a Surface Forces Apparatus (SFA) between two
molecularly smooth mica surfaces using a shearing device
and then frozen with liquid N2 to preserve surface organiza-
tion. Three images show the materials’ interface after being
subjected to shear alignment (FIGS. 11a-13c¢). It was possible
to obtain images of the structures of the films during steady-
state sliding, revealing striped domains °2 A in height and a
few nanometers in width. The surface structure depends on
the mechanical processing conditions such as pressure of
confinement, shearing direction, sliding velocity and sliding
distance, as well as time. On the other hand, confined but
unsheared films yielded completely featureless images (FIG.
11d). These results are the first direct experimental shear-
induced ordering in nano-confined films resulting in layering
and domain formation. Consequently, it is possible to render
effective control of the surface morphology.

As noted earlier, the SFA technique can be used to deter-
mine the interactions between interchains of CCOs and with
respect to the substrate interface (TCCs). These interactions
can be measured before and after processing and under vari-
ous processing conditions (solvent type, pressure, shear, etc).
Orientation, shape and position of the TCC/CCO materials
are sensitive to the intrinsic alignment, stress, and the struc-
ture of the surface underneath. For a material that has no
definite structure in the bulk, a nano-structured substrate can
order the first few molecular layers only, after which the bulk
‘structure’, which is random in our case, takes over. Order or
alignment is lost within a few layers of the substrate in fluid
structures. On the other hand, if the disordered films are aided
in the processing. FIG. 12 shows molecular alignment with
respectto shear stresses on the films. For the case of mechani-
cal ordering, the composite material takes on a bulk structure
right from the first layer when press against the substrate
(known as ‘planar’ alignment).

It will be seen that the advantages set forth above, and those
made apparent from the foregoing description, are efficiently
attained and since certain changes may be made in the above
construction without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion, it is intended that all matters contained in the foregoing
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of the
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invention herein described, and all statements of the scope of
the invention which, as a matter of language, might be said to
fall therebetween. Now that the invention has been described,

What is claimed is:

1. A transparent conductive composite comprising:

a polymer composite matrix having a halogen-doped sur-
face;

a conductive nanostructure disposed in the polymer com-
posite matrix;

a conjugated conductive oligomer having a first end and a
second end, the first end of the oligomer being connected
to the conductive nanostructure disposed in the upper
surface of the polymer composite matrix; and

a functional group having a first end covalently bound to
the second end of the conjugated conductive oligomer,
and a second end selected to bind a predetermined target.

2. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the polymer composite matrix comprises an optical
polymer.

3. The transparent conductive composite of claim 2,
wherein the optical polymer is doped with bis(ethylene-
dioxy)-tetrathiafulvalene.

4. The transparent conductive composite of claim 2,
wherein the optical polymer is selected from the group con-
sisting of bisphenol A polycarbonate, poly(methyl methacry-
late), or polystyrene.

5. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the polymer composite matrix is doped with a halo-
gen selected from the group consisting of iodine and bromine.

6. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the conductive nanostructure is gold.

7. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the conductive nanostructure is 5 to 50 nm.

8. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the first end of the conjugated conductive oligomer is
thiolated.

9. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the predetermined target is a constituent of an impro-
vised explosive device selected from the group consisting of
nitroamine, nitroaromatic, and nitrate ester compounds.

10. The transparent conductive composite of claim 1,
wherein the functional group is a nitro-derivative receptor.

11. The transparent conductive composite of claim 10,
wherein the functional group is selected from the group con-
sisting of

Ry

COR, and COHR,
wherein R, is S.
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