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Little Miss
Pink Petals
Pageant

Bringing
Awareness
to Hunter
syndrome

Addisyn Bivens
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. held their biennial Pink Petals Pageant
last Saturday, Oct. 22 in the
auditorium of Lakewood
High School.
As parents eagerly
waited for their little girls to
gracefully glide across the
stage, Co-Chair Jenee Skipper stood behind the curtain giving them a last
minute shot of self-esteem
to chase the butterflies
away.
“The pageant provides
an opportunity for little girls
ages 5 - 10 to make friends
and participate in activities
that focus on academic success, skills in communications, team building, public
speaking, as well as promote self-esteem,” said pageant Chair Crystal L. Pruitt.
Desiree Roberts, former
AKA AKAdemy Exquisite
Gem and current talent acquisition at Hilton Grand Vacations in Orlando, acted as
Mistress of Ceremony for
the evening.
“Our purpose tonight is
to showcase 10 beautiful
young girls in the St. Petersburg community who are
on track to becoming our future leaders,” said Roberts.
“This experience tonight is
priceless and will always be
remembered by each of
these young ladies.”
And how could they
See PINK, page 10

Angela Bassett with her childhood youth director, Watson Haynes and Rev. Alvin Miller
at the South St. Petersburg Canvass Kick-off Tues., Oct. 25.

bassett in town to
energize voters
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When asked where in
Florida she wanted to
stop off to campaign for
Hillary Clinton, Golden
Globe Award-winning actress Angela Bassett didn’t have to think twice
about her answer, St.
Pete!
The What’s Love Got
to Do with it actress
showed her support
for presidential hopeful
Hillary Clinton Oct. 25 by
participating in the South
St. Petersburg Canvass
Kick-off. While thanking

supporters and volunteers, she highlighted the
importance of early voting, which began in
Florida on Monday.
“This election, the
stakes are higher than
ever,” Bassett told the
small crowd on hand.
“We don’t want the
progress that has been
made in the last eight
years under President
Obama to start receding.”
Standing on the corner of 22nd Street and
Ninth Avenue, just a few
blocks from where she
grew up in Jordan Park,
Bassett said, “It’s really

about getting out and encouraging people and energizing them to go to
the polls and make their
voices heard.”
What concerns her
most about a Donald
Trump presidency?
“Oh, the ineptitude!
The disconnect!” she
said, calling his divisiveness and racism “disturbing” and “appalling.” She
added simply “he has to
be stopped.”
Bassett said we as a
country need to keep
moving forward, and
warned against undoing
all the gains that have
been
made
under

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

Obama’s presidency in
terms of education, better wages and the protection of our country.
“But we still have a lot
to do,” she said. “I think
with her [Clinton] that’s
our best chance for
change and for growth.”
Bassett, who attended Boca Ciega High
School, said that Florida
is an important state in
this election, and added
that it is a microcosm of
the world. She reminisced about her days in
St. Pete and noted how
things have changed
since she left in 1976.
See BASSETT, page 9

Celebrating Mental Health On The Deuces
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Pinellas County
Urban League Health Program
Coordinator
LaDonna Butler suggested that a mental
health conference be held
on 22nd Street South, her
comment was met with
blank stares by a group of
mental health professionals.
Undaunted, Butler
persevered and out of her
hard work was born

ROAR:
Our
Voices
Heard—Mental Health
Matters, a four-day conference that highlighted the
collective works of clinicians, clergy, consumers
and the community.
From Oct. 20-22, the
conference was held at
several locations along the
22nd Street Corridor, including St. Petersburg
College, the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum and
the Royal Theater.
Thursday included an
See HEALTH, page 12

Pastor Ayakao Watkins
and Michael WhitakerRussell

The Butler family

ST. PETERSBURG — It
was Saturday, Oct. 15. The
sky was gray with a light
mist being carried in the
wind. As Monique Whitaker
ran around the James B.
Sanderlin Center making
sure her event ran smoothly,
her son Michael WhitakerRussell was enjoying all the
intention that the day afforded him. Today was his
day.
The
Praise…With
Michael Day was all about
bringing awareness to Mucopolysaccharidosis type
II (MPS II), also known as
Hunter syndrome. This rare
condition affects many different parts of the body and
occurs almost exclusively in
males. It is a progressively
debilitating disorder; however, the rate of progression
varies among affected individuals.
“I want to bring awareness because I feel like with
awareness we can have
more research, with more
research a cure,” said
Whitaker, as she cited only
1 in 165,000 people are suggested to get it.
Persons with MPS II
bodies can’t break down a
kind of sugar that builds
bones, skin, tendons and
other tissue. Those sugars
build up in their cells and
damage many parts of the
body, including the brain.
Exactly what happens is different for every person.
Whitaker’s goal is to
make it a mandatory test for
babies to be screened at
birth. Even though there is
See MICHAEL, page 13
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you
out to our Sunday afternoon services from 3:00
pm- 4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
I spoke on this subject some years ago but it
appears it bears repeating.
It’s on the subject of
generational curses and
territorial demons and
how they place a major
role in societal issues
plaguing the black communities and neighborhoods all over the
country. Unfortunately
our little city is not exempt and more importantly these curses and
demons are growing
stronger and stronger as
each day passes and now
with these elections, people are truly exposing
their true self.
I will speak on generational curses first and
then next week speak on
territorial demons.
One main point of interest to consider and remember
about
generational curses is
that every family has
their own and some families have more than others.
It doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to figure
out which ones are assigned to your family. All
you have to do is look at
your genealogy back
maybe two to three generations and define those
major family issues that
repeat themselves. You
have to be real with yourselves, define them then
take them to the altar and
ask the Lord to remove
them.
It seems like a simple
solution but the problem
comes in when one doesn’t want to face reality
and own a particular
curse. This is fine if you
are not serious about
stopping the perpetuation of these hindrances
to receiving all that God
has for you and your family.
Again, I apologize for
being blunt, candid and
to the point, but I am
being led to continue
down this path. I know a
little about them because
I was able to address and
remove one in my family
tree. I decided that my
kids would have both
parents in the home until
each of them graduated

from high school and
that I would be a present,
in your face, proactive
dad in each of their lives.
As a result, I ended
that curse and instilled in
each of them that when
you decide to have a family, if you want it to be
blessed and successful,
you have to employ the
standards, principles and
examples you were
raised by. If you want
headache and heartache,
do it a different way.
When you understand that it is God that
determines you family
tree, you must understand that He also gave
you the correct fertilizer
and water to nurture and
feed that tree.
Our age old nemesis
Satan has masterfully orchestrated his plan of
planting
generational
curses long back in the
garden, then added momentum back in 1712
using Mr. Lynch with his
plan to enslave our people without using brute
force. He used psychological warfare to convince our women to
undermine and not trust
the men thereby ensuring that even if we do
procreate, the end result
will be flawed to the point
that we would destroy
the very fibers that God
created to keep the family intact both physically
and spiritually. There is
a reason our communities, neighborhoods and
businesses are not flourishing as they were back
in the day.
Once this wicked
seed took root and was
allowed to be perpetuated generation after
generation after generation, there would be a
breaking away of traditional customs that were
originated for us to survive.
Some believe that the
church has lost its power
and effectiveness as it
did back in the day, but
quite the contrary. The
power was, is and will always be within the
church but the church
must decide that it’s time
to take its rightful place
back in society.
I’ve been exposed to
the good, bad and the
ugly of the issues within
the church and it doesn’t
appear to be getting better. If the church doesn’t
take a stand, we are destined to continue to come
up with quick fixes to the
issues of losing our kids
and ultimately our future

place and role in society.
Winston Churchill hit the
nail on the head when he
said that if one doesn’t
learn from their past,
they are destined to repeat it. This couldn’t be
truer as to the root of our
societal issues.
“We are the only
church preaching the
whole truth,” “the reason
people are leaving the
church is that nobody
wants to live right,” “I will
let you preach a trial sermon first and then decide
if I want to elevate you to
a leadership position
within the church,” “it’s
God’s church,” “we have
to hold up the blood
stained banner and keep
to the standard or the
church will not stand.”
These are just a handful of the many sayings
going on within the
church and they don’t realize that this stuff is not
spiritual and it places
shackles of bondage
around the blessings
God has waiting for us if
we would just do it His
way. I can explain them
in another article cause I
know on the surface
there appears to be nothing wrong with some of
these sayings, but let me
assure you it’s deeper
than the surface.
I thank God daily I
was “FREED” from this
bondage and the blinders
removed so that I now
see things completely
from a spiritual perspective.
Before I do I want to
give you a few warm up
scriptures that will help
to bring this key one to
light. Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter), Robert Bob Harrison (Facebook)
Pastor - Open Door
True Holiness Church 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete
- www.weareholiness.org
| Church of God and
True Holiness, Intl.
w w w. t r u e h o l i n e s s churches.org
Chaplain - Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for
Education Council Board
Member
Chaplain - Dept. Juvenile Justice for Circuit 6
Democratic
Black
Caucus Member

ST. PETERSBURG —
Thanksgiving and Christmas are major holidays in
the United States and
most celebrate them at
home by eating turkey
and various trimmings to
compliment the meal.
The goal of Matters of the
Heart, a faith-based nonprofit organization, during
this 2016 Thanksgiving
holiday season is to bless
500 families in the Tampa
Bay area with a turkey
and all the trimmings so
they can have a bountiful
dinner this year.
Princess
Denise
Wright, who is the radio
personality for Matters of
the Heart Ministry, will
host the 9th Annual

Turkey
Thanksgiving
Giveaway & Health
Awareness event Saturday, Nov. 12 from 11- 2
p.m. at the Pinellas Technical College, 901 34th St.
S, with the Southern
Christian
Leadership
Conference as its co-sponsor.
The ministry will
bless families of veterans,
the elderly, poverty
stricken and the disabled. We are asking for
your support to help us
accomplish our endeavors for this humanitarian
cause. If you will have
food on the table this
Thanksgiving holiday and
a family to share it with,
please convey your heart-
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felt gratitude by being
grateful that you are
among God’s chosen
ones to enjoy a life of
abundance and share
your bounty with the less
fortunate.
We would truly appreciate donations of turkeys,
and monetary donations
can be made to the ministry’s Go Fund Me account at gofundme.com/
thanksgiving-turkey-giveaway-2uhbc5vx.
Healthcare professionals and vendor tables are
only $20, please call (727)
488-8818 if you’d like to
participate. Also, please
call (727) 800-6695 to register a family for a turkey
beginning Nov. 1.
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
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as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
How to judge Governor Charlie Crist
BY CONGRESSMAN
JOHN LEWIS

It’s our actions that
bend the moral arc towards justice, equality,
and fairness.
Each one of us — student or teacher, pastor or
politician, business owner
or community organizer
— has the opportunity to
bend the arc. But some of
us, because of timing or
fate, will be tested publicly, to be judged by our
peers and history by our
actions.
Looking back, it’s
sometimes easy to know
the right thing to do. But,
I assure you from experience, most of the time, in
that moment, it’s not easy.
It takes conviction,
faith, and courage.
I’m asking you today
to judge Governor Charlie
Crist by his actions.
Charlie has been
tested, more than once.

Before he was elected
Governor, Charlie — a Republican at the time —
was asked about restoring
civil right for non-violent
ex-offenders. This is a policy that, if he supported,
would virtually disqualify
him from ever being nominated again by his then
party.
He said yes. He won.
And then he convinced
the Florida Cabinet to
make it happen for thousands of Floridians.
In 2008, when Floridians were waiting in hourslong lines, on the verge of
not being allowed to vote
for Barack Obama, Governor Crist declared an
emergency to extend voting hours.
During the recession,
when Republicans were
tearing down President
Obama, Governor Crist
embraced him, forever
ending any chance of
being re-elected as a Re-

publican. He embraced
President Obama and the
stimulus because it would
save thousands of jobs,
and it was the right thing
to do.
And when even some
Democrats turned their
back, or pretended to not
be aligned with President
Obama during the last
election, Governor Crist
stood with the president.
Some folks say it cost
him the election, but he
did it because it was the
right thing to do.
All of these actions
helped bend the arc in
Florida.
Unfortunately, doing
the right thing by history
doesn’t always play well in
the present. But fortunately, through our votes,
we can make it right in
2016.
I encourage you to
judge Governor Crist by
his actions, and vote for
Governor Crist for Con-

MT Pilgrim M.B.C. Presents its

7th Annual Veterans Day in the Park Celebration
When: Saturday, November 12 • Time: 11 am – 3 pm
Place: Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Veterans Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men
and women, past and present. We at Mt Pilgrim MBC along with other community
churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and friends
fun day. The event includes; guess speakers, games, prizes, health screening for vets
and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,
ROTC drill team, Praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families
on this Veterans Day for serving our country and the sacrifice
their families had to endure as our veterans served.

gress because we need
his voice in Washington.
Believe me, a Clinton administration will need
every single vote we can
get during the next four
years. You know how this
works.
And, to Governor
Crist, I thank you for what
you’ve done, and what
you’ve continued to do,
even as a candidate for
Congress. I appreciate
you drawing attention to
and already making an
impact on the residents of
Jordan Park, on the “failure factory” schools, and
your commitment to
black-owned small businesses.
President
Like
Obama, I’m proud to
stand on the right side of
history with Governor
Charlie Crist.
And I know you’ll be
standing there with me,
too.

Congressman John Lewis
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Manatee Messenger rivals larger newspapers
BY DEMORRIS LEE
Pinellas County School Board

ST. PETERSBURG —
Recently, the call could be
heard throughout the
halls of Melrose Elementary: “Extra, Extra, read
all about it!”
That was the sound as
students received their
first copy for the year of

the Manatee Messenger,
the student produced
school newspaper that
captures life at Melrose
Elementary. A press party
and parade were held at
the school to distribute
the first edition.
The 16-page, full colored tabloid style paper
features everything from
a profile of new principal

Melrose Elementary school displays the new
edition of the Manatee Messenger.

Nikita Read and assistant
principal Nikishia Dixon,
to naming the favorite
kind of food of secondgraders (pizza won hands
down), to student-written
letters to the next President of the United States.
The concept for Melrose Elementary Center
for Journalism and Multi-

Photos by Demorris A. Lee

media started in 2001 and
is part of the Pinellas
County Schools Journeys
in Journalism program.
The first Manatee Messenger was published the folOther
lowing year.
schools in the Journeys in
Journalism magnet program include John Hopkins Middle School and

Ma’liya James, a fourth-grader and a member
of the schools Manatee Messenger staff
documents the distribution of the first edition of
the school’s paper.

Lakewood High School.
“I like journalism because I like to write stories and take pictures,”
said Ma’liya James, a
fourth-grader who is on
the Messenger staff. “I like
to see the kids’ beautiful
smiles, and I like to see
that they are learning
about the new people at
Melrose – students and
teachers.”
As part of the journalism magnet, all Melrose
Elementary scholars are
introduced the importance of communications,
from looking someone in
the eye during a discussion to thinking critically.
“It prepares students
for careers far beyond
journalism and the program gives them the tools
to prepare for an evolving
industry,” said Gretchen
Letterman, the district’s
Journeys in Journalism
program coordinator.
The who, what, when,
where and why of journal-

ism can translate to any
subject, including science
projects,
Letterman
added.
Melrose Elementary
scholars in grades three
through five are the main
reporters and photographers for the Messenger.
There are plans to print
four editions this school
year. During the school
day, professional journalists sit with Melrose Elementary scholars and
help guide them through
the writing process.
“The scholars who go
through Melrose are
learning life skills that will
serve them no matter
what they decided to do,
which is the beauty of the
Letterman
program,”
said. “The pride they have
when they see their work
displayed is phenomenal.
The program helps them
explore through their
writing the world around
them.”

A Letter from Congressman David Jolly
I’ve served in elected office for just two years - a new voice challenging politics as usual on both sides of the aisle in Congress. I’m excited to now have
the opportunity to represent all of our St. Petersburg community as a result
of new Congressional District lines.
I’ve tried every day in office to honor the teachings of my Christian faith, to
serve our community with a heart of ministry and a commitment to representing all people regardless of political party, investing in the human potential of
all God’s children.
And I’ve tried to honor the legacy of constituent service set by my predecessor, Congressman Bill Young, for whom I worked for nearly twenty years.
My wife Laura and I have loved spending the past few months listening to the
heartbeat of the South St. Pete community, and it’s clear the community
wants a Congressman that doesn’t just come around every two years,
but instead stays in the community and invests in the community.
Here are my 5 promises to Midtown and South St. Petersburg:
1. I will open a Congressional office in the heart of South St. Petersburg,
not on Beach Drive. It’s important to bring resources to the very community
I am asking to serve, and to lead by example.
2. Education. I’ve fought to increase funding for early childhood education,
for strong public schools with high academics and with workforce training
options, and for more school choices for parents with kids in failing schools.
I’ll continue fighting for you every day.
3. Jobs. Communities thrive when we have strong education and diverse job
opportunities. I’ll do my part to bring high wage jobs to all of St. Petersburg.
4. Responsible gun control. I believe we can protect constitutional rights
and protect our community. It’s why I’m the only Republican in Congress to
sponsor universal background checks for every gun purchase. Never again
should families suffer loss from gun violence.
5. Criminal Justice Reform. Justice should be fair. I support fair sentencing
standards, opposed mandatory minimums, support workforce training and
education for inmates trying to recover their opportunity in life, and I support
restoring voting rights for those who have paid their debt to society.
I hope I can have your vote for Congress on November 8. We are all in this
together.
With much respect,
David Jolly

Endorsed by Former St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker
Paid for By Friends of David Jolly

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016

5

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

Florida Amendment 1 makes
solar fair for Pinellas residents
WATSON L. HAYNES II,
President, Pinellas County
Urban League

One very important
issue facing Florida voters on Nov. 8 is whether
they should bear the burden of higher utility rates
as more consumers opt
for generating their own
energy with the use of
solar panels. The Rights
of Electricity Consumers
Regarding Solar Energy
Choice Initiative, or
Amendment 1, will provide communities of
color protection from
electricity rate hikes that
could result otherwise
from the increased use of
residential solar.
Citizens, particularly
communities of color,
should protect their consumer interests by voting
for Amendment 1. Voting
for the amendment protects low-income households from unfairly cross
subsidizing more affluent consumers who can
afford to install rooftop
solar panels. An increasing number of Florida
consumers are installing
and using rooftop solar
panels to generate electricity at their residences.
As the number of consumers
employing
rooftop solar increases,
there will be a decreasing number of customers
to pay for the maintenance costs of the elec-

tric grid. Higher rates on
remaining non-solar customers’ results in cross
subsidization of rooftop
solar. This is unfair to
low-income consumers
who are already challenged by constraints on
their household budgets.
Amendment 1 also
provides regulators protection from legal challenges when developing
and implementing consumer protection regulations. The amendment
allows state and local
governments to keep
their abilities to protect
consumer rights, public
health, safety and wel-

fare. Citizens should
view Amendment 1’s promotion of consumer protection by our state and
local government as another layer of protection
from unfair treatment.
Amendment 1 promotes solar use while
providing low income
consumers much needed
protection. This is the
balance that Florida energy policy needs. Citizens should go to the
polls and vote yes on
Amendment 1.
Watson L. Haynes II is
resident and chief executive officer of the Pinellas
County Urban League.

C onneCt W ith U s !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bassett: Trump ‘has to be stopped’
From BASSETT, page 1

“My best friend’s funeral home was right here,
Sanchez Funeral Home,”
she pointed out. “My other
girlfriend’s father’s auto
shop was there. Stewart
Memorial, where I grew up
and went to church was
right there.”
Showing her deep
roots to the area, Bassett
pointed to where her great
grandfather’s, the Rev.
Samuel Stokes, church
was; her grandmother’s
washhouse, which was
next to Royal Theater,

Mercy Hospital and where
John “Geech” Black ran his
popular barbeque joint.
“This was a thoroughfare,” she said “they’re all
rich in my memory.”
She believes that Clinton’s small business plan
could help continue to revitalize the Deuces with easier acquisition of loans that
could enable entrepreneurs and small business
owners to “live out their
dream” and breathe new
life into the area.
“We have a competent,

experienced, intelligent,
get-things-done candidate,
and that’s Hillary Clinton!”
she said. “So we want to
back her and do all we can
to put her in that White
House.”
Voters can find their
early voting location at
iwillvote.com/locate.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to listen to
more of Bassett’s thoughts
on Trump.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Competitive Solicitation
The Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County released a competitive solicitation on 10/17/16 for Non-Operating and Capital
Projects open to 501(c) (3) organizations whose primary focus is
to directly serve Pinellas County children under 18 years of age. The solicitation is for onetime-only investments in capacity building projects to increase the ability of organizations
to operate effectively and efficiently long-term. The Request for Applications (RFA) may
be requested at: rfp@jwbpinellas.org. Application deadline 11/10/16 at 12 PM EST. Funding
Workshop on 10/28/16 at 2 PM EST in Rm. 191 at 14155 58th St. N. Clearwater, FL. Anyone
wanting to appeal an official decision must have a verbatim record of the meeting including
testimony and evidence on which the appeal is based. Persons with disabilities needing
accommodation to participate in the meeting call Lorrayne Hayes at 727-453-5654, or
email: lhayes@jwbpinellas.org at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting.

www.T he w eekly C hallenger . Com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

Law Office Of
B. Brinson Insurance Agency RONALD
L. NELSON, P.A.
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Alphas present the 2016 Little Miss Pink Petals Pageant
From PINK, page 1

forget the adulation and
cheers streaming from the
audience, especially when
the little ones performed
dance numbers or recited
poems from memory.
Funds generated from
the pageant helps support
many of the local chapter’s
program initiatives, includ-

ing their Junior Artist,
Healthy Bodies, Healthy
Minds and Money Sense
programs, as well as academic preparation and
scholarships.
The Alphas will also
use these funds to support
the St. Petersburg community through donations to

several agencies, such as
the American Cancer Society, the Sickle Cell Disease
Association, NAACP, Community
Action
Stops
Abuse, Enoch Davis Center, the James B. Sanderlin
Center and the United
Negro College Fund, to
name a few.

“We are so very proud
of our petals this year.
They did an amazing
job. The pageant aims to
provide each participant
and their families a rewarding experience via a host of
activities that promote
academic
teamwork,
achievement, creative tal-

ent, healthy living and
community service,” concluded Pruitt.
This year’s winners:
Miss Rosa Addisyn Bivens
Miss Tea Rose Lilliana Ward
Miss Rosebud Emersen Jackson

2016 Little Miss
Pink Petals Morgan McKinney
“Thanks to the parents
for allowing your little ones
to participate in this experience,” chapter President
Cassandra William said,
asking all the parents to
stand and be recognized.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
ROAR: Our Voices Heard—Mental Health Matters
From HEALTH page 1

eight-hour workshop geared
towards young professionals
and youth ministry leaders. A
sort of a youth mental health
first aid, topics discussed included crisis intervention, supporting advocacy and recovery
and opportunities to practice.
Friday morning featured
Dr. Richard Horowitz speaking
on “Building Resiliency” followed by a distinguished panel
of experts discussing best
practices in creating an integrated care approach to mental health wellness and
resiliency.
That afternoon saw dynamic professional developworkshops
and
ment
seminars. Some topics included, “Trauma and the Brain
Development” and “The Culture of Young People.” The
evening culminated with a reception, mayoral proclamation and recognition ceremony
at the Woodson Museum.
Saturday’s event turned
into a community block party
with people dancing in the

streets. Several people driving
by stopped their cars and
joined the people having a
good time along the Deuces.
Mental health vendors, the
NOMAD Studio Art Bus and
food vendors added to the festival-like atmosphere.
“We (the black community) have one of the highest
needs, so we’d always go
somewhere else and talk about
what’s going on in the community, but nobody actually does
anything,” said Butler.
As a big smile spread across
her face she said: “Now we’ve
just had a four-day event!”
Butler was not the only one
pleased with what occurred
along the Deuces. Author,
speaker and empowerment
coach Roderick Cunningham
expressed equal enthusiasm at
what he experienced while attending several workshops.
“I saw so many people from
the community coming together-educators, doctors—
saying, ‘We need to fix this,’”
said Cunningham.

Butler was pleased when
neighborhood folks came up
and asked to attend. She said,
“yes, and we didn’t charge
them. If you want to come
learn with us, come learn with
us.”
To Butler, the most beneficial part of the four-day conference was “actually getting
people to begin the conversation about mental health without whispering about it.”
The fourth day of the event
was turned over to clergy to
continue the conversation with
their congregation members in
their respective churches.
ROAR:
Our
Voices
Heard—Mental Health Matters was sponsor by Pinellas
County Urban League, the
Deuces Live-Main Street Organization, Eckerd Alternatives, St. Petersburg College,
Empowering Communities
Through Changing Lives, Juvenile
Welfare
Board,
Chrysalis, Healthy Start, PRP
Wine, the City of St. Petersburg and others.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Praise…With Michael Day
From MICHAEL, page 1

no cure, the earlier it is
caught the more options
are available for treatment.
Michael was diagnosed
at 17 months old. Being a
preschool teacher at the
time, Whitaker knew her
child wasn’t reaching certain milestones. She went
through two pediatricians
before she found one that
really listened.
“She said, ‘Yes, I’m
going to look and do all
kinds of test and find out
what’s wrong with your
baby,’” Whitaker said of Dr.
Elizabeth Reilly Hays at St.
Pete Pediatrics.
Within a few weeks Dr.
Reilly Hays diagnosed him
with Hunter syndrome.
Whitaker headed up to
Duke University, who is
leading the charge on MPS
II research. There she decided to do unrelated bone
marrow transplantation.
“When we went to
Duke they were amazed
that a pediatrician could
have even diagnosed him,”
she said. “Now we only see
her. I love her, he loves
her.”
Michael is developmentally delayed. At nine
years old, he’s on the level
of about a four year old in
some areas and a much
older person in other
areas.
Unlike many children
with the disease, Michael
can walk and talk, and boy
does he! He could be seen
that morning running
around visiting different
play stations and talking to
his friends and family.
“As they get older,” said
Whitaker, “the disease gets
more progressive and it
takes a lot from them.”
Unfortunately, he doesn’t qualify for the latest research trials because he
received a bone marrow
transplant all those years
ago.
“I chose to do the bone
marrow transplant versus
doing the enzyme replacement therapy and waiting
on research to come
through.”
Even though he does
not qualify, Whitaker’s goal
is to “still get the work out
regardless of what he qualifies for to tread the path
for someone else,” she
said.
Another side effect
from the disease is scoliosis. It prevents Michael
from walking long distances, so he uses his
trusty wheelchair.
And even though she

was told Michael wouldn’t
live past five years old, the
nine year old is “still moving and living and I’m just
blessed that he’s still here,”
stated his mom, who said
her biggest foundation is
her trust in God.
Putting together the
MPS II awareness event
was not an easy task. She
was met with a lot of corporate turndowns.
“I didn’t get as much
support as I thought I
would get.”
But the business that
did open up their checkbooks helped to make the
day a success, including
Whole Foods, Fresh Market and PDQ in Pinellas
Park, who provided the
vendors with lunch.
With the help from
Team Michael, a committee put together by members of Kingdom Bible
Christian Church where
she faithfully attends, they
all were able to pull off the
event without a hitch.
“It was a lot of work of
getting everybody together,” she said. “This is
my very first event. I’m
blessed; I’m grateful.”
The
Praise…With
Michael Day was catered
to families with special
needs children.
“Anyone who is dedicated to special needs children, they are here today,”
she said.
Kidz Club Medical
Daycare, One Source Medical, South Pinellas Autism
Project, We Rock the Spectrum kids gym, just to
name a few, all showed up
ready to educate the
masses.
Instead of bounce
houses and shooting
hoops, Whitaker used her
old teaching skills and created sensory activities to
get the minds and bodies
of the young ones stimulated. Even a Zumba® session was conducted to get
the blood flowing. Entertainment that morning included praise dancing and
live gospel music.
“Monique is extremely
organized,” said senior
Pastor Ayakao Watkins of
Kingdom Bible Christian
Church.
She’d have to be to
maintain a full-time job and
keep up with Michael’s
needs. A typical day starts
at about 5:30 a.m. After
prayer, he sits in a chest
vest for 30 minutes to
shake him and make him
cough so that fluid doesn’t

settle and cause pneumonia.
She has to assist him
with everything, but the
one thing he can do on his
own is pick out his clothes.
“He picks Ninja Turtle
shirts just about every day;
Ninja Turtles and the
Bucs.”
As the Family Community Liaison at Maximo Elementary, she has to be to
work before his school
opens, so she drops him
off at Kidz Club Medical
Daycare and he takes the
bus from there to school,
which is Nina Harris Exceptional Student Education Center.
Once they make it
home in the evening,
Michael rides his bike designed for special needs
children to keep him active.
Even meals aren’t typical in this household.
Michael eats only natural
and organic homemade
meals, no processed food
allowed in her house. He’s
on strict 45 grams carbohydrates a day diet. Even his
liquids have to be thickened with a solution as to
not go directly into his
lungs and give him pneumonia.
Pastor Watkins makes
sure that her congregation
helps out when they can. If
Whitaker’s late coming
home from work, no worries a church member will
be there to collect him.
“We support her with
whatever she needs for
Michael. He is a very intricate part of our church.
From the day he was diagnosed I’ve been with
Mike,” stated Pastor
Watkins.
Watkins said the year
Michael was born there
were only 13 children diagnosed with the disease in
the United States.
“I knew what the doctor’s report said that he
wouldn’t live past five, he
would not walk or talk. To
see him almost reach 10
and walking and talking, is
a real miracle,” commented the pastor, who
said Michael has a connection with everyone in the
church.
Whitaker plans on
making
Praise…With
Michael Day a yearly
event, and with the large
crowd that turned out to
support her efforts, next
year will be bigger and better.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your
church ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life
Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation, extends
to the community at large, its
wish that there would be an
overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark
is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God for
the awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
October, 2016
Oct 26-28
Congress
# 2-Southside Tabernacle
Baptist Church

Wednesday & Thursday
NightRefreshments 6-7 p.m. Instruction Period 7-8:15 p.m.
Friday Night-No RefreshmentsInstructional Period 7-8
p.m.
Dinner & Business
Meeting 8:05 p.m.
Oct 30 - 5th Sunday Mission Emphasis-During 10:45
a.m. Services-Visitation to
Sick and Shut-in Members
Operation Love-After
Morning Worship
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Mem-

bers and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am
and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE
BEST ONE HOUR OF YOUR
DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US.
Oct. at the Ship – Think Pink! Saturday, October 29, 2016 at
4:00-6:00 pm – "Trunk or Treat",
Food, Games, Kid Designed Activities and Treats. The Community is
invited to this children friendly
Christian Event.
Sunday, October 30, 2016 - 5th
Sunday Schedule – 8:00 am Sunday
Church School – 8:45 am Worship
Service.
Monday, October 31, 2016 at
7:00 pm – 19/39 Committee Meeting – All members are asked to attend and be on time, matters of
great importance.

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
“Best 10 Sermons – 1 DVD + 9
CD's, per-order you now, for a Donation of $25.00. All orders must be
received by October 30th – make all
checks or money order payable to
FMBC. All orders will be ready November 13, 2016.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Saturday, October 29, 2016 at
9:00 am – Fifth Sunday Workshop,
Dr. W. Mark Greene, Facilitator,
questions contact Min. Sharon
Saulsby, Dean.
ALL WC
CHURCHES ARE ASKED TO BE
IN ATTENDANCE.
118TH ANNUAL SESSION
HELD AT FRIENDSHIP
Wednesday, November 9, 2016
– Morning and Afternoon Meetings, Classes and Worship Services
are under separate cover.
7:00 pm - YOUTH EXPLOSION – Open to the Community
Thursday, November 10, 2016
– Morning and Afternoon Meeting,
Classes and Worship Services are
under separate cover.
7:00 pm – THE MODERATOR'S HOUR – Open to the Community
Friday, November 11, 2016 –

Morning and Afternoon Meeting,
Classes and Worship Services are
under separate cover.
10:00 am – THE WOMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR (Attire Brown
and Rust Orange) – Open to the
Community
11:00 am – THE LAYMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR – Open to the
Community
7:00 pm – WORSHIP AND
COMMUNION SERVICE – Open
to the Community
“THE SHIP” won't sail without
YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - EMail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE
Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Women of Excellence International
Apostolic Gathering 2016
Domestic Violence and Mental Illness
“Will thou be made whole”
Hosted by New Hope of Glory Ministries
Pastor Deborah Hill
1198 62nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Saturday, October 29 • 11 am - 2 pm
Ruth M Perkins RN, MTH commissioned,
Parish Nurse and Presenter Tuskegee, AL
Brunch with Apostle Ada Davis

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Timeless
Scripture – “Jesus said
unto them, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Before Abraham was, I AM (John
8:58).”
Denial – “The I AM is
not limited by time.”
Affirmation – “I AM
ageless and timeless.”
Jesus, the Christ,
knew who he was. He was
totally in touch with the I
AM of his being. As we
follow Jesus’ example, we
become more clear about
who we truly are, I AM. I
AM is ageless. I AM has
no birth date and no death

date. It never ages or
grows old. I AM is timeless. I AM does not operate in time. I AM is
eternity, infinity and beyond.
Jesus referenced Abraham in his discussions
with the scribes and Pharisees. They questioned
how he knew Abraham
when he was less than
fifty years old and Abraham died hundreds of
years before the birth of
Jesus. Jesus baffled them
when he referred to his
spiritual nature, the I AM

which existed before
Abraham. They were so
upset by his words that
they attempted to stone
him.
Jesus, our Wayshower,
knew that his true identity
was I AM and was not
afraid to speak it to others
regardless of the consequences. As we walk in
his footsteps, we are bold
enough to claim our I AM
identity as well.
Reflection Question –
How can we operate in
time and be timeless?
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