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Caving in the Global Village

William Russell

At the recent death of Marshall McLuhan
commentators decided that the global
village he forecast has not yet arrived.
Marshall McLuhan predicated that the
electronic media would turn the world into
a Global Village where everyone would be

instantly informed of events over the entire

world. For most people that global village
has not yet arrived, but for cavers it is
here.

New discoveries in the Pyrenees, the
Pennines, Peru of Provetina are reported

forthwith to the entire caving world. World-

wide lists rank all caves. Those lucky
enough to be working in world class caves
have rivals 10,000 kilometers away. But
how does this affect the rest of us? What
happens when the longest cave in Texas
doesn't make anybody's 1list? Do we get
discouraged or go to Mexico? Or just

give up and decide that all caving in
Texas is just spelunking and not worth-
while?

Let's hope not. There is more to a cave
than its place on a list. You wont find
Ezels, Friesenhan, Zesh or Tooth on any
list of big, deep or long, yet these caves
are significant. More different kinds of
terrestrial animals live on the 60 foot
long floor of Tooth Cave than the hundreds
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" OK, BOYS, HERE'S THE BOTTCM....NICE

PASGAGE LEADING EAST. CQME ON DOWN!™
Cartoon taken from May 1963 Texas Ceaver.
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of miles of dirt in the Mammoth-Flint Ridg
System. The bones preserved in caves like
Friesenhan give clues to the past history
of a region. But it takes cavers checking
many small holes to find a bone cave or
a Tooth Cave. Much is learned from the
systematic study of the caves in an area,
even if none of the caves are large or
unusual. And of course any small hole
could be a rival to Mammoth Cave - there's
lots of limestone in Texas.
But caving is not all big
science - most cavers don't expect to find
the world's longest cave or even a new
species. They go because they like caving.
And Texas caving is real caving. A trip
into the hills, sitting around the camp-
fire, pushing the watercrawl, then coming
out into the hot Texas sun and feeling the
mud dry on your skin, then washing it off
with water from a stock tank, the delights
of introducing a new driver to that unique
west Texas institution - the Bump Gate. Al
of this, along with conservation and
conventions, politics and publications are
what makes Texas caving. Take pride in
Texas our caves are unique. And Texas
cavers have earned their place in the Glob
Village.
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ICS ART
EXHIBIT

An invitation to submit art work inspir:d
by caves & karst for exhibition at the &th
International Congress of Speleology, July
18-24 at Western Kentucky University, Ivan
Wilson Center for Fine Arts Gallery, Bov-
ling Green, Kentucky. For submission forms

write: Jan Knox, 305 Chippendale, Austin,

Texas 78745.
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