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ROBBER BARON CLEAN-UP 
Kurt Menking 

For those of you that missed the Robber 
on Cave clean up, you missed a very 

ccessful project. There were more than a 
zen cavers who contributed during the two 

event even some out of town cavers who 
the article in the CAVER. Also there 

e over two dozen local residents who saw 
article in the local paper and decided 

0 gi ve us a hand. To help get the garbage 
of the sink we built a 20 foot long 

�R�~ �n�d �y� looking through the Gate from the 
outsi de of the cave. Photo by Kurt Menking. 

ramp and extended the ramp into the pit 
�~�h�e �r �e� we loaded trash cans full of assorted 
Garbage and then used ropes to pull the 
cans up the ramp. The ramp proved to be 
very useful and after we quit Sunday after
noon many tons of garbage had gone up that 
ramp and lay in piles on the surface. Much 
of t he garbage was bagged and boxed and set 
out f or normal garbage pick up. But although 
we were successful in getting the garbage 
out of the sink we have been quite 
unsuccessful in trying to get the city to 
haul it off. 
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There were also several teams who went 
into the cave to help pick up the many 
years of debris that has accumulated in
side the cave. Five bags full of cans and 
bottles were collected over the week end 
and the cave is becomming noticeably 
cleaner although there is still more trash 
to be collected, mostly in the more 
traveled sections of the cave. 

Many thanks goes out to all those who 
participated in the Rober Baron clean up. 
And for those of you that didn't, don't 
worry, there will be other efforts on this 
historic cave in the future. 

Sign that can be seen through the hole in 
the gate. Photo by Kurt Menking. 
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Caving in the Global Village 
William Russell 

At the recent dea th of Marshall McLuhan 
comment a tors decided tha t the global 
vi lla ge h e forecas t has not ye t arrived. 
Ma r shall McLuhan predicated that the 
electronic media would turn the world into 
a Global Vil l age wh ere everyone wo uld b e 
instantly informed of events over the entire 
wor l d . For most people that g lob a l village 
has n o t ye t ar rived, but fo r cavers it is 
here. 

New discoveries in the Pyrenees, the 
Pennines , Peru of Provetina are reported 
for thwi th to the entire cav ing world. World
wide lists rank all caves. Those lucky 
e n ough to be working in wo rld class caves 
have rivals 10,000 kilometers away. But 
h ow does thi s affec t the rest of us ? What 
h app e n s wh e n the longest cave in Texas 
doesn't make anybody's list? Do we ge t 
discouraged or go t o Mexico? Or just 
g ive up and decide that a ll caving in 
Texas is jus t spelunking and not worth
while? 
Let's hope not. Th ere is more to a cave 

tha n its place on a list. You wont f ind 
Eze l s , Fri esenhan , Zesh or Tooth on any 
list of big, deep or long , yet these caves 
are si gnifica nt. More di f ferent kinds of 
t errestrial animals live on the 60 foot 
long floo r of Too th Cave than the hundreds 
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Cartoon t ake n from May 19 63 Tex as C2v~r. 

40 

of miles of dirt in the Mammoth-Flint Ridg1 

System. The bones preserved in caves like 
Friesenhan give clues to the past history 
of a region. But it takes cavers checking 
many small holes to find a bone cave or 
a Tooth Cave. Much is learned from the 
systematic study of the caves in an area, 
even if none of the caves are large or 
unusual. And of course any small hole 
could be a rival to Mammoth Cave - there ' s 
lots of limestone in Texas. 

But cavin g is not all big finds or 
science- most cavers don't expect to find 
the wo rld's longest cave or even a new 
species. They go because they like caving. 
And Texas cavin g is real caving. A trip 
into the hills, si tting a round the camp
fire, pushing the wa ter crawl, then coming 
out into the hot Texas sun a nd feeling t he 
mud dry on your skin, then washing it o f f 
with water from a s tock t a nk, the deligh t s 
of introducing a n ew driver to tha t unique 
west Texas i nstitution - the Bump Gate. AL 

of this, along with conse rvation and 
conventions, politics a nd publications a r e 
what makes Texas cavin g . Take pri.d e in 
Texas our caves are unique. And Texas 

cavers have earned their place in the Gl ob; 
Village. 

ICS ART 
EXHIBIT 

An invitation to submit art work inspi r..·d 
by caves & karst for exhibition at the i:ith 

International Con gress of Speleology, J u 1y 
18-24 at Western Kentucky University, I vHn 
Wilson Center for Fine Arts Gallery, Bo\' 
ling Green, Kentucky. For submission fo r~ 
wri t e : Jan Knox, 305 Chippenda l e , Austin , 
Texas 78745. 


