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PRACTICAL METHOD OF CO,
SEQUESTRATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/013,844, entitled “Carbon Dioxide
Sequestration”, filed on Dec. 14, 2007, the contents of which
are herein incorporated by reference.

GOVERNMENT INTEREST

This invention was made with Government support under
Grant DE-FG36-04G014224, awarded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy. The Government has certain rights in the
invention.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to methods of sequestering carbon
dioxide. Specifically, the invention provides for a method of
using immobilized calcium oxide or calcium hydroxide to
sequester carbon dioxide.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Since the Industrial Revolution in the 1700’s, human
activities, such as the burning of oil, coal and gas, and defor-
estation, have increased CO, concentrations in the atmo-
sphere. In 2005, global atmospheric concentrations of CO,
were 35% higher than they were before the Industrial Revo-
Iution. Conventional power plants are known as one of the
largest sources of anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions in
the atmosphere. Additionally, several specialized industrial
production processes, such as mineral or metal production
and petroleum-based product generation, can also lead to
CO, emissions.

Carbon dioxide is one of the major greenhouse gases and
the cause of global warming. The emissions from fossil fuel
power plants are one of the largest sources of anthropogenic
carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere. The carbon
dioxide from the power plants can be separated from the
sources via the following carbon dioxide capture processes:
post-combustion, pre-combustion and oxyfuel combustion
(Metz, B.; Davidson, O.; Coninck, H.; Loos, M.; Meyer, L.
(Eds.) IPCC special report on carbon dioxide capture and
storage. Cambridge University Press 2005). Among them, the
pre-combustion process is considered as a feasible way to
capture carbon dioxide in the clean coal gasification process
or steam methane reforming (SMR) to produce hydrogen or
electricity.

Sequestration of CO, is becoming important for combating
global climate change. Developed and developing countries
are increasingly committed to reducing CO, levels. To
achieve CO, target levels, these countries will have to enforce
CO, sequestration from concentrated CO, sources, such as
coal power plants.

Carbon dioxide in the flue gases from power plants can be
captured by techniques such as absorption, adsorption, or
reaction-based processes. Of all the methods, the calcium
oxide based reaction process for carbon dioxide capture from
the effluent gas (Shimizu, T.; Hirama, T.; Hosoda, H.; Kitano,
K.; Inagaki, M.; Tejima, K. A twin fluid-bed reactor for
removal of CO2 from combustion processes. Trans. [IChemE
1999, 77 (Part A), 62-68) looks very promising considering
the operating temperature and pressure, capture capacity, the
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2

low carbon dioxide concentration (5-30%) in the effluent, and
regeneration of pure carbon dioxide through the calcination
reaction (Gupta, H.; Fan, L-S. Carbonation-calcination cycle
using high reactivity calcium oxide for carbon dioxide sepa-
ration from flue gas. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2002, 41, 4035-
4042).

Calcium oxide is an effective carbon dioxide absorbent, but
the cyclic lifetime and durability of the absorbent are key
issues for its practicability. Pore plugging and sintering of
particles have been identified as the major causes of the
degradation of the absorption capacity in cyclic operation.
The carbonation between calcium oxide and carbon dioxide
and calcination reactions are described as follows:

Carbonation:

CaO(s)+CO,(g)—=>CaCOs(s), Hy73xz=—169.7 kI/mol
(exothermic)

M
Calcination:

CaCO;(s)—=CaO(s)+CO5(g), H, 73x=166.3 kI/mol
(endothermic)

@

Carbon dioxide reacts with calcium oxide to form calcium
carbonate in the carbonation reaction and the calcium oxide is
regenerated and pure carbon dioxide can be obtained through
the calcination reaction. This calcium oxide absorbent has
been investigated to improve the process efficiency as well as
trap the carbon dioxide in biomass or coal gasification pro-
cess (Mahishi, M. R.; Goswami, D.Y. An experimental study
of hydrogen production by gasification of biomass in the
presence of a CO, sorbent. International Journal of Hydrogen
Energy 2007, 32, 2803-2908; Xu, G.; et al. Distinctive effects
of CaO additive on atmospheric gasification of biomass at
different temperatures Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2005, 44, 5864-
5868; Hanaoka, T.; et al. Hydrogen production from woody
biomass by steam gasification using a CO, sorbent. Biomass
and Bioenergy 2005, 28, 63-68; Lin, S.; et al.; Hydrogen
production from coal by separating carbon dioxide during
gasification. Fuel 2002, 81, 2079-2085; Feng, B.; et al.
Screening of CO, adsorbing materials for zero emission
power generation systems. Energy & Fuels 2007, 21, 426-
434; Slowinski, G. Some technical issues of zero-emission
coal technology. International Journal of Hydrogen Energy
2006, 31, 1091-1102; Feng, B.; et al. Overcoming the prob-
lem of loss-in-capacity of calcium oxide in CO, capture.
Energy & Fuels 2006, 20, 2417-2420). It was reported that the
hydrogen yield from pyrolysis of the mixture of coal and
calcium oxide, compared to conventional coal pyrolysis, was
more than five times (Lin, S.; et al.; Hydrogen production
from coal by separating carbon dioxide during gasification.
Fuel 2002, 81, 2079-2085).

However, substantial volume changes between carbonate
(36.9 cm’/mol) and oxide forms (16.9 cm*/mol) are induced
by these gas-solid reactions (Stanmore, B. R.; Gilot, P.
Review-calcination and carbonation of limestone during ther-
mal cycling for CO, sequestration. Fuel Processing Technol-
ogy 2005, 86, 1707-1743). These structural and thermal
stresses caused by the cyclic carbonation-calcination reaction
lead to the loss in active surface area, pore plugging and
sintering of the particles in the absorbent. The degradation of
the CO, absorption capacity during the cyclic operation of the
absorbent (calcium oxide), which is caused by the loss in
surface area due to pore plugging and sintering of particles,
must be overcome for the process to be practical (Barker, R.
The reversibility of the reaction CaCO3=CaO+CO2. J. Appl.
Chem. Biotechnol 1973, 23, 733-742; Borgwardt, R. H. Cal-
cium oxide sintering in atmospheres containing water and
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carbon dioxide. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 1989, 28, 493-500).
Various forms of calcium oxide have been investigated to
improve the durability of cyclic performance for capturing
carbon dioxide, such as dolomite (CaCO;.MgCO;) (Curran,
G. P; et al. Carbon dioxide-acceptor gasification process:
studies of acceptor properties. Adv. Chem. Ser. 1967, 69,
141-165; Dobner, S.; et al. Cyclic calcinations and recarbon-
ation of calcined dolomite. Ind. Eng. Chem., Process Des.
Dev. 1977, 16, 479-486; Silaban, A.; et al. Characteristics of
the reversible reaction between CO,(g) and calcined dolo-
mite. Chem. Eng. Comm 1996, 146, 149-162), calcium oxide
dispersed in porous inert calcium titanate (CaTiO;) matrix
(Aihara, M.; et al. Development of porous solid reactant for
thermal-energy storage and temperature upgrade using car-
bonation/decarbonation reaction. Applied Energy 2001, 69,
225-238), impregnated in porous alumina granules (Feng, B.;
et al. Overcoming the problem of loss-in-capacity of calcium
oxide in CO, capture. Energy & Fuels 2006, 20, 2417-2420),
or mixed with mayenite (Ca,,Al, ,O5;) (Li, Z.-S.; et al. Syn-
thesis, experimental studies, and analysis of a new calcium-
based carbon dioxide absorbent. Energy & Fuels 2005, 19,
1447-1452; Li, Z.-S.; et al. Effect of preparation temperature
on cyclic CO, capture and multiple carbonation-calcination
cycles for a new ca-based CO, sorbent. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res.
2006, 45, 1911-1917) or nano-sized alumina (Al,O;) par-
ticles (Wu, S. F.; et al. Properties of a nano Ca0O/Al,0,CO,
sorbent. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2008, 47, 180-184), and core-
in-shell catalysis/sorbent (Satrio, J. A.; et al. Application of
combined catalyst/sorbent on hydrogen generation from bio-
mass gasification. AIChE Annual Meeting Conference Pro-
ceedings, Nov. 7-12, 2004, Austin, Tex.; Satrio, J. A.; et al.
Development of a novel combined catalyst and sorbent for
hydrocarbon reforming. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2005, 44,
3901-3911; Satrio, J. A.; et al. A combined catalysis and
sorbent for enhancing hydrogen production from coal or bio-
mass. Energy & Fuels 2007, 21, 322-326) have been intro-
duced and investigated to improve the cyclic performance of
the absorbents for carbon dioxide capture. Most of these
attempts showed better cyclic performance than pure calcium
oxide thanks to the inert materials, but those bring other
drawbacks, complexity in preparation, high cost for the syn-
thesis and low content of calcium oxide in inert materials.

Conventional steam methane reforming (SMR) can be
enhanced via in situ carbon dioxide capture using sorbents.
The process is known as sorption-enhanced steam methane
reforming process (SE-SMR). Hydrogen yield was increased
along with carbon dioxide capture through the carbonation
reaction (3) since the equilibrium shifts to the right by remov-
ing carbon dioxide by the calcium oxide based sorbents in a
water-gas shift reaction shown below (Han, C.; Harrison, D.
P. Simultaneous shift and carbon dioxide separation for the
direct production of hydrogen. Chem. Eng. Sci. 1994, 49,
5875-5883; Balasubramanian, B.; Ortiz, A. L.; Kaytakoglu,
S.; Harrison, D. P. Hydrogen from methane in a single-step
process. Chem. Eng. Sci. 1999, 54,3543-3552; Li, Z.-S.; Cai,
N.-S.; Yang, J.-B. Continuous production of hydrogen from
sorption-enhanced steam methane reforming in two parallel
fixed-bed reactors operated in a cyclic manner. Ind. Eng.
Chem. Res. 2006, 45, 8788-8793). The conventional coal
gasification process and steam methane reforming consists of
the following a reformation and a water-gas shift reaction
reformation

CH, +HL,O——CO+yH,

(coal gasification: x=0, y=1, SMR: x=4, y=3)
water-gas shift reaction

3

H,0+CO——CO,+H, )
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In addition to its use in carbon dioxide capture for biomass
or coal gasification process, calcium oxide has also been
considered as a feasible candidate for efficiency improvement
(Feng, B.; et al. Screening of CO2 adsorbing materials for
zero emission power generation systems. Energy & Fuels
2007, 21, 426-434; Hanaoka, T.; et al. Hydrogen production
from woody biomass by steam gasification using a CO2 sor-
bent. Biomass and Bioenergy 2005, 28, 63-68). Hydrogen
yield from these processes can be increased significantly
using absorbents to react with or absorb carbon dioxide dur-
ing gasification since the forward equilibrium shift would
occur by removing carbon dioxide in a water-gas shift reac-
tion (Mahishi, M. R.; Goswami, D.Y. An experimental study
of hydrogen production by gasification of biomass in the
presence of a CO2 sorbent. International Journal of Hydrogen
Energy 2007, 32, 2803-2908; Balasubramanian, B.; et al.
Hydrogen from methane in a single-step process. Chem Eng
Sci 1999, 54, 3543-3552; Lin, S.-Y.; et al. Developing an
innovative method, HyPr-RING, to produce hydrogen from
hydrocarbons. Energy Conservation and Management 2002,
43, 1283-1290). Various absorbents has been introduced and
studied, but calcium oxide based absorbents seem very prom-
ising in consideration of operating temperature, pressure and
capture capacity (Gupta, H.; Fan, .. Carbonation-calcination
cycle using high reactivity calcium oxide for carbon dioxide
separation from flue gas. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 2002, 41,
4035-4042). The zero-emission coal (ZEC) process using
calcium oxide for carbon dioxide capture also had higher
hydrogen yield. The process is very attractive in that electric-
ity can be generated with high efficiency and without emis-
sion of carbon dioxide assuming cyclic stability of the CaO/
CaCO3 bed (Slowinski, G. Some technical issues of zero-
emission coal technology. International Journal of Hydrogen
Energy 2006, 31, 1091-1102).

Compounds such as calcium oxide or calcium hydroxide
have been considered as promising candidates for carbon
sequestration, absorbing carbon dioxide to form calcium car-
bonate. The original compounds can be regenerated by des-
orbing carbon dioxide under the proper conditions. However,
one key problem relates to large volume changes during the
carbonation/decarbonation reactions. This problem poten-
tially severely limits the cyclic repeatability of this process.
The published literature currently shows no more than one or
two cycles can be completed before capacity is reduced dras-
tically. To create a practical calcium oxide or calcium hydrox-
ide scrubber, the degradation of the absorption capacity in
cyclic operation, caused by pore plugging and sintering of
particles, must be addressed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A simple and cost effective immobilization procedure is
disclosed binding nano-sized calcium oxide particles into a
fibrous ceramic fabric which acts as a support of the calcium
oxide absorbent to enhance its cyclic performance. The char-
acteristics and cyclic performance of the proposed immobi-
lized calcium oxide in the fabric were examined and com-
pared with other results in the literature.

Disclosed is a method of immobilizing calcium oxide onto
ceramic fiber. The calcium carbonate is first dissolved in ethyl
alcohol and ultrasonicated to prevent agglomeration. In some
embodiments, the dissolved calcium carbonate is ultrasoni-
cated for 10 minutes. The resultant slurry is applied onto a
ceramic fiber, dried and sintered. In specific embodiments,
the slurry is dried at 100° C. for 30 minutes in air. Likewise,
the slurry may be sintered at 800° C. for 12 hours in air. The
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calcium carbonate may further be dissolved in ethyl alcohol
under mechanical stirring for 10 minutes.

The calcium carbonate used in the disclosed sequestration
methods and devices may be precipitated calcium carbonate.
In specific embodiments, the calcium carbonate is immobi-
lized on ceramic fiber comprising either alumina ceramic
fiber or yttria ceramic fiber.

The calcium carbonate may be treated with stearic acid
prior to dissolving the calcium carbonate in ethyl alcohol. In
specific embodiments, an additional impregnation occurs to
increase the amount of calcium oxide available in the absor-
bent material by applying additional slurry calcium carbonate
on the dried slurry-ceramic fiber before sintering and drying
the additional slurry. The final slurry-ceramic mat may then
be sintered.

Disclosed is a particulate sequestering material, made of an
absorbing material of at least calcium oxide impregnated and
sintered into a ceramic fiber. The absorbing material com-
prises calcium oxide amounts selected from the group con-
sisting of 55 weight percent and 23 weight percent in specific
embodiments. The calcium oxide may be impregnated onto
alumina ceramic fiber or yttria ceramic fiber. In specific
embodiments, the alumina ceramic fiber consists of alumina
fibers with a diameter within the range of 2 to 5 um. The
ceramic fiber may allow the absorbing material to form inter-
connected microstructures of calcium oxide particles
between the ceramic fibers. The absorbing material possesses
a surface area within the range of 9.2 to 19 m*/g in certain
embodiments.

A method of sequestering carbon dioxide is also disclosed.
An absorbent material of at least calcium carbonate impreg-
nated and sintered into a ceramic fiber is exposed to a gas
comprising at least carbon dioxide, and specifically, without
limitation, gases comprising 20% carbon dioxide and nitro-
gen. In some embodiments, the calcium carbonate is precipi-
tated calcium carbonate.

The absorbent material may be exposed to the gas at
between 700-750° C. and specifically, without limiting the
disclosure, for between 20 minutes and 2 hours. Moreover,
the absorbent material may be recycled by exposing the
absorbent material to a recycling gas, comprising at least
nitrogen, at between 700-850° C. In specific embodiments,
the recycling gas is either 20% carbon dioxide in at least
nitrogen or pure nitrogen. The recycling is performed for 5
minutes in specific embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of the steps for preparing the immobi-
lization of calcium oxide into the ceramic mat.

FIGS. 2(a) and (b) are scanning electron microscope
(SEM) images of (a) original alumina mat and (4) fresh
sintered sample of the disclosed invention.

FIGS. 3(a) through (c) are x-ray diffraction plots of cal-
cium oxide samples for (a) fresh, (b) after the 10? carbon-
ation cycle, and (¢) after the 10” calcination cycle (10 cycles).

FIG. 4 is a graph depicting the maximum conversions of
carbonation reaction of two samples loaded different calcium
oxide contents, 23 wt % and 55 wt %, with the number of
cycles.

FIG. 5 is a graph depicting the cyclic maximum carbon-
ation conversions of the samples using yttria and alumina as
a substrate under the severe calcination condition at 850° C.
and 20 wt % CO,.
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FIG. 6 is a table 1 summarizing the mild and severe calci-
nation conditions used to test the calcium oxide sorbent of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is a graph depicting the maximum conversions of
carbonation reaction with the number of cycles. The sorbent
used was 23 wt % calcium oxide on alumina fibers.

FIG. 8 is a graph depicting the maximum conversion of
carbonation reaction with the number of cycles. Sorbent per-
centages of calcium oxide on alumina fibers were tested as
indicated.

FIG. 9 is a graph depicting the conversion and reaction
temperatures for carbonation conversion of the 23 wt % cal-
cium oxide on alumina fiber sample.

FIG. 10 is a graph depicting the conversion and tempera-
ture profiles for cyclic carbonation/calcination reactions for
23 wt % calcium oxide on alumina fiber.

FIG. 11 is a graph depicting the maximum amounts of
reacted calcium oxide in the carbonation reactions based on
initial sample weight with the number of cycles

FIG. 12 is a graph depicting the change of surface area in
the sample over the several cyclic reactions.

FIGS. 13(a) through (f) are scanning electron microscope
(SEM) images for the (a and b) fresh, (c and J) after 107
carbonation, and (e and f) after 10 calcination (10 cycles)

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

As used herein, an “yttria” is a compound composed of
yttrium (III) oxide is Y,O,. Ceramic formulas using yttria
possess a high melting point and low thermal expansion char-
acteristics.

Experimental Procedures

A procedure for the immobilization of calcium oxide in a
ceramic fiber was developed. Precipitated nano-particulate
calcium carbonate (PCC; Specialty Minerals, USA), with an
average particle size=70 nm, surface was treated with stearic
acid to enhance dispersibility. The PCC was dissolved in ethyl
alcohol under mechanical stirring for 10 min and the resultant
solution was treated by ultrasonication for another 10 min to
reduce agglomeration, as seen in FIG. 1. The slurry was
dropped on both sides of a dried alumina ceramic fiber mat
(Cotronics, USA) or dried yttria ceramic fiber mat with a
transfer pipette. The impregnated mat was dried at 100° C. for
30 min and subsequently sintered at 800° C. for 12 hours in
air. During the sintering, the calcium carbonate decomposed
into calcium oxide and an interconnected microstructure of
the calcium oxide was formed between the ceramic fibers in
the fabric, as observed by Scanning Electron Microscopy
(SEM) and X-ray diffraction (XRD) analysis, seen in FIGS. 2
and 3(a)-(c), respectively. The content of calcium oxide in the
fabricated mat was about 23 wt %. The observation focused
on the structural changes over the cyclic reactions. The com-
position of the sample was investigated by XRD experiments
to confirm the conversion of calcium oxide into calcium car-
bonate during carbonation and the regeneration of calcium
oxide after calcination.

The absolute capacity of carbon dioxide capture based on
the total sample weight is not high due to the low calcium
oxide content in the samples, about 23 wt %. Repeating the
impregnation step in FIG. 1 produced a sample with higher
calcium oxide content (55 wt %). The maximum cyclic car-
bonation conversions of prepared sample with 55 wt % cal-
cium oxide were plotted with those of the sample with 23 wt
% calcium oxide content in FIG. 4. The carbonation conver-
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sion of the sample with 55 wt % calcium oxide reached about
62% after 10 cycles. The absolute capacities of carbon diox-
ide capture of the sample with 55 wt % calcium oxide is
almost double while the sample attained slightly lower con-
version compared to the sample with 23 wt % calcium oxide
content.

High temperature conditions and presence of CO, during
the calcination reaction are practical and preferable for car-
bon dioxide sequestration or utilization since higher concen-
tration of carbon dioxide from carbonated absorbents can be
obtained. Under this severe calcination condition, it was
found that calcium oxide and alumina reacted to form
Ca,,Al 055 (Wu, S. F; Li, Q. H.; Kim, J. N.; Yi, K. B.
Properties of a nano CaO/Al,0; CO, sorbent. Ind. Eng.
Chem. Res. 2008, 47, 180-184) and the inert material
accounted for degradation of the sample. For this reason, the
sample using a yttria fabric as a substrate in place of the
alumina fabric was prepared and the maximum conversion
trends under the severe calcination conditions, with 20% CO,
at 850° C., are illustrated in FIG. 5. The maximum carbon-
ation conversions of the sample on yttria fabric shows no sign
of degradation over the 12 cycles while those of the sample
using alumina drops by about eight percent after 12 cycles
from the maximum of 59%.

The changes in the surface area during cyclic operation of
the sample materials were measured by nitrogen adsorption
in an AUTOSORB-1 instrument from Quantachrome Instru-
ments.

Cyclic Reaction Experiment

The cyclic carbonation and calcination reactions were
tracked by the associated weight changes in a Thermogravi-
metric (TG) Analyzer (Model: SDT-Q600, TA Instruments),
performed in various conditions. The sintered calcium oxide
mats were tested under isothermal conditions of 750° C. for
both carbonation and calcination or different temperatures at
700° C. and 850° C. for carbonation and calcination. The
samples were reacted with a 20 vol % of carbon dioxide in
nitrogen for 20 minutes during carbonation and for the severe
calcination, and pure nitrogen was supplied for 10 minutes
during mild calcination. The reaction conditions for the mild
and severe calcinations are summarized in FIG. 6. The con-
centration of carbon dioxide in the carbonation gas stream
and the reaction times were selected considering the concen-
tration in the effluents from most power plants and based on
the preliminary test results. The degree of conversion of the
sample showed no sign of decrease even after 13 cycles and it
seemed to stabilize at about 75%, as seen in FIG. 3

The degree of conversion (X) of the calcium oxide in the
cyclic carbonation-calcination reactions was defined as
moles of calcium oxide reacted with carbon dioxide over
moles of calcium oxide initially present as in the following
equation:

©)

X< n (calcium oxide reacted with CO»)

n (initial calcium oxide)

The moles of calcium oxide reacted with carbon dioxide
was calculated using the weight change of the sample mea-
sured by the TG analyzer. The maximum conversions (X,,,,,)
of the carbonation reaction were plotted as a function of the
number of cycles (N) with an empirical curve fit of the experi-
mental test data for various types of calcium oxide in different
conditions from the previous studies, seen in FIG. 4. The
conversion in the fitted curve from the literature data
(Abanades, J. C.; Alvarez, D. Conversion limits in the reac-
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tion of CO, with lime. Energy & Fuels 2003, 17, 308-315)
dropped steeply with the number of cycles. On the other hand,
the conversion of the sample in this work gradually increased
from an initial value of 58% to about 75% after a few cycles,
where the conversion remained stable. Consequently, the
maximum carbonation conversion after 13 cycles was about
75% for the sample in this study, whereas the value for the
curve based on the literature data is about 20%.

Results and Discussion

The content of calcium oxide in the fabric increased in
proportion to the number of the impregnation steps, as dis-
cussed above. Two samples with different calcium oxide con-
tents, 23 wt % and 55 wt %, in the alumina or yttria fabric,
were prepared. The structure of the impregnated mat was
examined under SEM, as seen in FIG. 2. The original alumina
mat consists of micron sized alumina fibers which have a
diameter of about 2 to 5 um, seen in FI1G. 2a. It was observed
that calcium oxide particles are supported by the alumina
fibers and interconnected microstructures of the calcium
oxide were formed between the alumina fibers in the mat as
shown in FIG. 2b. Some threads are exposed, while most
others are buried by the calcium oxide particulate aggregates.
The maximum carbonation conversions of the samples under
the mild condition were plotted, seen in FIG. 8, loaded with
the calcium oxide content of 23 wt % and 55 wt %, respec-
tively. The initial maximum carbonation conversions were
comparatively low, but the value increased and maintained at
the same level. The sample with 23 wt % calcium oxide
content attained about 75% carbonation conversion after 13
carbonation-calcination cycles and the carbonation conver-
sion of the sample with 55 wt % calcium oxide reached about
62% after 10 cycles. The sample with 55 wt % calcium oxide
maintained a cyclic conversion of 62% over 10 carbonation-
calcination cycles. It is possible that the lower conversion of
the sample with higher calcium oxide content is caused by
higher diffusion resistance in the absorbent. An empirical
curve fit of the experimental test data for various types of
calcium oxide under different conditions was determined by
Abanades (Abanades, J. C.; Alvarez, D. Conversion limits in
the reaction of CO2 with lime. Energy & Fuels 2003, 17,
308-315). The curve fitequation is given in Eq. 4 which is also
reproduced as a solid line in FIG. 8 without actual experimen-
tal data points to compare these results with previous studies
in the literature (Shimizu, T.; Hirama, T.; Hosoda, H.; Kitano,
K.; Inagaki, M.; Tejima, K. A twin fluid-bed reactor for
removal of CO2 from combustion processes. Trans. I Chem E
1999, 77 (Part A), 62-68; Barker, R. The reversibility of the
reaction CaCO3=Ca0O+CO2. J. Appl. Chem. Biotechnol
1973, 23,733-742 Curran, G. P.; Fink, C. E.; Gorin, E. Carbon
dioxide-acceptor gasification process: studies of acceptor
properties. Adv. Chem. Ser. 1967, 69, 141-165; Aihara, M.;
Nagai, T.; Matsushita, J.; Negishi, Y.; Ohya, H. Development
of porous solid reactant for thermal-energy storage and tem-
perature upgrade using carbonation/decarbonation reaction.
Applied Energy 2001, 69, 225-238; Silaban, A.; Harrison, D.
P. High temperature capture of carbon dioxide: Characteris-
tics of the reversible reaction between CaO(s) and CO2 (g).
Chem. Eng. Commun. 1995, 137, 177-190). It is possible to
tell that the lower conversion of the sample with higher con-
tents of calcium oxide is caused by more diffusion resistance
in the absorbent due to the increased calcium oxide content.

Conversion and reaction temperatures of the carbonation
reaction for the calcium oxide fabric sample are plotted in
FIG. 9. There was a 2.5% weight loss as the furnace was
heated at a rate of 20° C./min to 750° C. under a pure nitrogen
atmosphere. It was believed that the weight loss is possibly
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caused by the thermal decomposition of calcium hydroxide
that might have formed by the reaction between calcium
oxide and moisture. Once the temperature reached 750° C.,
20 vol % CO, in nitrogen was delivered for the carbonation
reaction. Like other trends in the literature, the carbonation
reaction was very rapid in the initial stage while it decreased
as time passed since the calcium oxide particles are covered
with a layer of calcium carbonate, which imposes a limitation
on the reactant gas diffusion (Bhatia, S. K.; Perlmutter, D. D.
Effect of the product layer on the kinetics of the CO2-lime
reaction. AIChE Journal 1983, 29, 79-86; Mess, D.; Sarofim,
A.F.; Longwell, J. P. Product layer diffusion during the reac-
tion of calcium oxide with carbon dioxide. Energy & Fuels
1999, 13, 999-1005). 60% conversion was attained approxi-
mately within 20 minutes while 80% conversion took two
hours. Therefore 20 minute duration for the carbonation reac-
tion was chosen for the cyclic experiment in consideration of
the effectiveness.

The conversion and temperature profiles for cyclic carbon-
ation/calcination reactions were illustrated in FIG. 10. The
conversion began at comparatively low level (about 59%), but
the value gradually increased in the first couple of cycles and
seemed to stabilize at about 75%. Based on the change of the
surface area measured by nitrogen adsorption, the surface
area of a sample after ten cycle was 16.2 m*/g while the fresh
sample began with a comparatively low surface area (9.2
m?/g). Hence, the increase of the conversion in the early stage
is possibly due to the increase in the surface area by the initial
structural transformation that was caused by the cyclic vol-
ume changes. Each profile consists of the first fast stage and
the second sluggish stage of the carbonation reaction as seen
in FIG. 10. It can be observed that the temperature fluctuated
very slightly since the carbonation and calcination reactions
are exothermic and endothermic, respectively. The calcina-
tion reactions were completed within at most 5 minutes. The
degree of conversion of the sample was maintained at the
same level after several cycles and showed no signs of
decrease even after 13 cycles.

The maximum amounts of reacted calcium oxide in the two
samples were measured against those in pure calcium oxide
forms from previous research, depicted in FIG. 11. An
empirical curve fit of the experimental test data for various
types of calcium oxide under different conditions from pre-
vious studies, the equation is given in (4) below, was repro-
duced without actual experimental data points in order to
compare the current results with previous other studies.
(Barker, R. The reversibility of the reaction CaCO;=CaO+
CO,. J. Appl. Chem. Biotechnol 1973, 23, 733-742; Curran,
G. P; et al. Carbon dioxide-acceptor gasification process:
studies of acceptor properties. Adv. Chem. Ser. 1967, 69,
141-165; Aihara, M.; et al. Development of porous solid
reactant for thermal-energy storage and temperature upgrade
using carbonation/decarbonation reaction. Applied Energy
2001, 69, 225-238; Shimizu, T.; etal. A twin fluid-bed reactor
for removal of CO, from combustion processes. Trans.
IChemE 1999, 77 (Part A), 62-68; Silaban, A.; Harrison, D. P.
High temperature capture of carbon dioxide: Characteristics
of'the reversible reaction between CaO(s) and CO, (g). Chem.
Eng. Commun. 1995, 137, 177-190) were developed
(Abanades, J. C.; Alvarez, D. Conversion limits in the reac-
tion of CO, with lime. Energy & Fuels 2003, 17, 308-315;
Abanades, J. C. The maximum capture efficiency of CO,
using a carbonation/calcination cycle of CaO/CaCO,.
Chemical Engineering Journal 2002, 90, 303-306).

X=0.83%0.777+0.17 (©)]
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The conversion in the fitted curve from literature data
dropped steeply with the number of cycles. On the other hand,
the conversion of the sample in this work gradually increased
for the first few cycles, after which it remained stable. The
maximum carbonation conversion for the curve based on the
literature data is about 20% after 13 cycles. The amount of
carbon dioxide capture of the sample with 23 wt % calcium
oxide is low due to low calcium oxide content in samples but
the value of the sample is also expected to excel the fitted
curve approximately after the 25% cycle at this pace. Based on
the absolute capacity of carbon dioxide capture, the 55 wt %
CaO sample outperformed the conventional pure calcium
carbonate in the previous studies after the sixth cycle.

The surface areas of the sample with 23 wt % calcium
oxide over several cyclic reactions are shown in FIG. 12.
Considering the molar volumes of calcium oxide and calcium
carbonate, it was expected that the surface area would dimin-
ish during the carbonation reaction and would be regenerated
after the calcination reaction. The fresh sample began with a
comparatively low surface area (9.2 m*/g). It decreased to 5.3
(m?*/g) after carbonation due to the volume expansion of the
particles as expected, but it increased drastically to about 18.3
m?/g after one cycle. After that, values of the surface area of
the sample after calcination remained in the range of 16-19
m?/g. Based on the figure, it can be assumed that the big jump
of the surface area in the initial stage was caused by the
permanent partial structural breakage and void generation
owing to the volume contraction from carbonate to oxide
form.

The X-ray diffraction patterns of the sample (23 wt % CaO)
for (a) fresh sintered (b) after the 10” carbonation and (c) after
the 10 calcination indicate that the samples after sintering
and the 107 calcination contain only calcium oxide while
calcium carbonate accounts for the major compound along
with small quantities of unreacted calcium oxide after the 10”
carbonation, seen in FIGS. 3(a)-(c). Moreover, magnified
images of the freshly sintered sample (23 wt % CaQO) and the
sample after the 107 carbonation and calcination reactions
indicate that the calcium oxide particles which have a diam-
eter of about 150 nm, are dispersed in the alumina fabric, as
seen in FIGS. 3(a)-(f). After the 10” carbonation reaction (¢
and d), the structure is comparatively closed-packed with
larger particles possibly due to the volume expansion of the
particles. The structure after the 10% calcination seems to
consist of more interconnected agglomerates of the calcium
oxide particles with a stabilized high surface area in the
images (e) and (f).

The severe condition for calcination reaction is preferable
to carbon dioxide sequestration or utilization since higher
concentrations of carbon dioxide from carbonated absorbents
can be obtained. However, it was observed that the severe
calcination under higher temperature and presence of carbon
dioxide pulled down the performance of the calcium oxide
absorbents significantly (Grasa, G.; et al. Comparison of
CaO-based synthetic CO, sorbents under realistic calcination
conditions. Energy & Fuels 2007, 21, 3560-3562). Under
these high temperatures, it was proved that the mixture of
calcium oxide and alumina react to form a new compound,
Ca,,Al, ,O;;. For the reason, yttria fabric was also introduced
as a substrate along with alumina fabric. The cyclic carbon-
ation-calcination experiments of the two samples using dif-
ferent materials of fabric were conducted under the severe
calcination condition in FIG. 6 and the maximum conversion
trends of the samples are illustrated in FIG. 5. As shown in the
figures, the maximum carbonation conversions (about 55%)
of'the sample using yttria fabric as a substrate showed no sign
of degradation over the 12 cycles while those of the sample
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using alumina dropped by about eight percents from the
maximum value (about 59%) after 12 cycles. Judging from
these experiment results and the previous literature, it was
concluded that the yttria fabric is superior to the alumina
fabric as a substrate for calcium oxide absorbent at the severe
condition due to the possibility of the formation of
Ca,,Al, ,O;, by the reaction between calcium oxide and alu-
mina under the high temperature over than 800° C.

CONCLUSIONS

A calcium oxide absorbent was dispersed and immobilized
in ceramic-based fibrous fabric using precipitated calcium
carbonate (PCC) as a starting material, via an immobilization
process. The procedure is comparatively straightforward and
inexpensive and the materials are readily available. It was
observed that the calcium oxide particles were dispersed and
immobilized on the fibrous ceramic mat. The fraction of
calcium oxide impregnated in the mat was 23 wt % and 55 wt
%, respectively. The samples with 23 wt % and 55 wt %
content of calcium oxide on the ceramic mat achieved con-
tinuous cyclic carbonation conversions of about 75% and
62% over 13 and 10 carbonation-calcination cycles, respec-
tively. The introduction of the fibrous alumina or yttria sub-
strate proved to be effective in minimizing the pore closure
and particle sintering due to cyclic volume change and pre-
serving the active surface area based on the test results of the
cyclic carbonation and calcination reactions. Under the more
severe calcination condition at 850° C. and 20 wt % CO,, the
cyclic reactivity of the calcium oxide sample using yttria
fabric was maintained at the same level through the 12 cycles.

Inthe preceding specification, all documents, acts, or infor-
mation disclosed does not constitute an admission that the
document, act, or information of any combination thereof was
publicly available, known to the public, part of the general
knowledge in the art, or was known to be relevant to solve any
problem at the time of priority.

The disclosures of all publications cited above are
expressly incorporated herein by reference, each in its
entirety, to the same extent as if each were incorporated by
reference individually.

While there has been described and illustrated specific
embodiments of a method of treating neurodegenerative dis-
ease, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that varia-
tions and modifications are possible without deviating from
the broad spirit and principle of the present invention. It is
also to be understood that the following claims are intended to
cover all of the generic and specific features of the invention
herein described, and all statements of the scope of the inven-
tion which, as a matter of language, might be said to fall
therebetween.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of immobilizing calcium oxide on ceramic
fiber, comprising the steps of:

dissolving calcium carbonate in ethyl alcohol;

ultrasonicating the dissolved calcium carbonate;

applying the slurry calcium carbonate on ceramic fiber;

drying the slurry; and

sintering the dried slurry.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the calcium carbonate is
precipitated calcium carbonate.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the calcium carbonate is
dissolved in ethyl alcohol under mechanical stirring for 10
minutes.
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4. The method of claim 1, further comprising treating the
calcium carbonate with stearic acid prior to dissolving the
calcium carbonate.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the dissolved calcium
carbonate is ultrasonicated for 10 minutes.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the slurry is dried at
100° C. for 30 minutes in air.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the dried slurry is
sintered at 800° C. for 12 hours in air.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the ceramic fiber is
alumina ceramic fiber or yttria ceramic fiber.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

applying additional slurry calcium carbonate on the dried

slurry-ceramic fiber before sintering; and

drying the additional slurry.

10. A particulate sequestering material, comprising

an absorbing material further comprising of at least cal-

cium oxide; and

ceramic fiber, wherein the absorbing material is impreg-

nated and sintered into the ceramic fiber.

11. The particulate sequestering material of claim 10,
wherein the absorbing material comprises calcium oxide
amounts selected from the group consisting of 55 weight
percent and 23 weight percent.

12. The particulate sequestering material of claim 10,
wherein the ceramic fiber is alumina ceramic fiber or yttria
ceramic fiber.

13. The particulate sequestering material of claim 12,
wherein the alumina ceramic fiber consists of alumina fibers
with a diameter within the range of 2 to 5 pm.

14. The particulate sequestering material of claim 10,
wherein the surface area of the absorbing material is within
the range of 9.2 to 19 m%/g.

15. The particulate sequestering material of claim 10,
wherein the absorbing material comprises interconnected
microstructures of calcium oxide particles between the
ceramic fibers.

16. A method of sequestering carbon dioxide, comprising
the steps of:

providing an absorbent material, further comprising:

an absorbing material further comprising of at least cal-
cium carbonate;

ceramic fiber, wherein the absorbing material is impreg-
nated and sintered into the ceramic fiber;

exposing the absorbent material to a gas comprising at least

carbon dioxide.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the gas comprises 20
vol % carbon dioxide in nitrogen.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the absorbent mate-
rial is exposed to the gas at between 700-750° C.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the calcium carbonate
is precipitated calcium carbonate.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the absorbent mate-
rial is exposed to the gas for between 20 minutes and 2 hours.

21. The method of claim 16, further comprising recycling
the absorbent material, comprising the step of

exposing the absorbent material to a recycling gas com-

prising at least nitrogen at between 700-850° C.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the recycling gas is
selected from the group consisting of 20% carbon dioxide in
nitrogen and pure nitrogen.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the absorbent mate-
rial is exposed to the recycling gas for 5 minutes.
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